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ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


MONDAY, JUNE 17, 1957 


Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ANTITRUST SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a. m., in room 346, 
Old House Office Building, Hon. Emanuel Celler (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Representatives Celler, Rogers, Keating, McCulloch, and 
Miller. 

Also present: Herbert N. Maletz, chief counsel, Kenneth R. Har- 
kins, cocounsel, Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., associate counsel, and Julian H. 
Singman, assistant counsel. 

The CuatrmMan. The committee will come to order. 

The hearings beginning today are concerned with a number of bills 
that have been referred to the Antitrust Subcommittee dealing with 
applicability of the antitrust laws to organized professional sports 
enterprises. These bills were introduced following recent Supreme 
Court decisions which have had the effect of placing under antitrust 
coverage all organized professional sports with the exception of 
baseball. 

Specifically, in the Toolson case the Supreme Court, in 1953, re- 
affirmed its 1922 ruling that organized baseball is not subject to the 
antitrust laws and in effect signified that baseball is a unique kind 
of commercial enterprise. 

By contrast, in the Radovich case, decided in February of this year, 
the Supreme Court held not only that professional football is subject 
to the antitrust laws but implied that all professional sports enter- 
prises, like other interstate businesses, are subject to those laws. In 
the Radovich case, the Supreme Court recognized that its ruling, in 
light of baseball’s unique exemption, might be regarded as “un- 
realistic, inconsistent, or illogical.” It indicated, however, it would 
have no doubt as to baseball’s coverage under the antitrust laws were 
it considering this question for the first time upon a clean slate. 

In explaining its position, the Supreme Court said: 

The orderly way to eliminate error or discrimination, if any there be, is by 
legislation and not by court decision. Congressional processes are more accomo- 
dative affording the whole industry hearings and an opportunity to assist in 
the formulation of new legislation. The resulting product is therefore more 
likely to protect the industry and the public alike. 

In these circumstances the obligation rests upon the Congress to 
determine whether the Supreme Court decisions are discriminatory 
and, if so, how this discrimination should be resolved. 
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Each of the bills pending before the Antitrust Subcommittee is 
designed to rectify what is regarded as a desperate situation; each 
is designed to reemphasize the fundamental premise of American 
jurisprudence of equality of legal treatment. 

Three types of solution to the present problem are suggested by the 
pending proposals, My bill, H. R. 5319, and H. R. 5307, introduced 
by Representative Hillings, a member of this committee, of C alifornia, 

rovides that baseball, like other professional 7 activities, shall 
be subject to the antitrust laws. Under these bills, the courts would 
be permitted to determine upon the facts of each individual case 
whether or not any particular agreement or trade practice constituted 
an unreasonable restraint of trade. 

Several other bills, namely, H. R. 6876 introduced by Representative 
Keating one of our colleagues on this committee, of New York, 
H. R. 6877 by Representative Byrnes of Wisconsin, and H. R. 8023 by 
Representative Hillings, include all professional sports under the anti- 
trust laws with the exception of certain enumerated practices which 
are specifically exempted. Representative Hillings’ bill, H. R. 8023 
contains an additional proviso that a reserve clause in a pl: Lyer’s 
contract of employ ment would enjoy an antitrust exemption only if it 
did not exceed 5 years in duration and if the amount of compensation 
for the last 2 years were increased by 15 percent each year. 

H. R. 5383, introduced by the distinguished chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, Representative Harris of 
Arkansas, provides a complete antitrust exemption for various profes- 
sional sports enterprises, as well as for acts in the conduct of such 
enterprises. 

To help it resolve the vexing problems involved, the Antitrust Sub- 
committee will seek to obtain all relevant points of view. It will hear 
representatives of management, players, and former players. It will 
hear other experts who, it is hoped, will provide the subcommittee with 
an expression of the point of view of the general public. 

The Chair would add that complaints have been received regarding 
various practices which for a long time have been associated w vith cer- 
tain professional sports enterprises. These complainants urge that 
such practices be halted. Representations have been made, on the 
other hand, that many of these established practices are absolutely es- 
sential to the continued operation of professional sports and could not 
be discontinued without dealing these sports a deathblow. 

The subcommittee has no preconceived notion concerning the solu- 
tion of these problems. It will hear all the testimony and, on the evi- 
dence received, make whatever legislative recommendations are ap- 
propriate. I can assure the witnesses and the public that the problem 
is not an easy one to solve. 

These recommendations will be made in full recognition of the fact 
that professional sports activities are close to the hearts of all Ameri- 

‘ans and that what is necessary is to strengthen these enterprises in the 
public interest. 

After testimony today from authors of the bills and from —-. 
sentatives of the Government agencies concerned, we will hear first 
from witnesses representing different viewpoints concerning w hether 
baseball should be brought within the antitrust laws wholly or par- 
tially. We will hear then from witnesses representing different view- 
points on professional football and other organized sports. 
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At this point I should like to place in the record all of the bills that 
have been offered, which have been referred to our Judiciary Commit- 
tee for its consideration. 

(The documents referred to are as follows :) 


[H. R. 5307, 85th Cong., 1st sess. ] 


A BILL To amend the Act entitled “An Act to protect trade and commerce against 
unlawful restraints and monopolies’, approved July 2, 1890 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled “An Act to protect trade 
and commerce against unlawful restraints and monopolies”, approved July 2, 
1890 (26 Stat. 209; 15 U. S. C. 1-7), as amended, is hereby amended by adding 
at the end thereof the following new section: 

“Seo. 9. The words ‘trade or commerce’ as used in any provision of the anti- 
trust laws shall include the interstate business of organized professional 
baseball.” 


[H. R. 5319, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To amend the Act entitled “An Act to protect trade and commerce against 
unlawful restraints and monopolies”, approved July 2, 1890 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled “An Act to protect 
trade and commerce against unlawful restraints and monopolies’, approved 
July 2, 1890 (26 Stat. 209; 15 U. S. C. 1-7), as amended, is hereby amended by 
adding at the end thereof the following new section : 

“Sec. 9. The words ‘trade or commerce’ as used in any provision of the anti- 


trust laws shall include the interstate business of organized professional 
baseball.” 


[H. R. 5383, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 
A BILL To exempt certain professional sports enterprises from the antitrust laws 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act of July 2, 1890, as 
amended, known as the Sherman Act; the Act of October 15, 1914, as amended, 
known as the Clayton Act; the Federal Trade Commission Act, as amended; 
and the Act of June 19, 1986, known as the Robinson-Patman Antidiscrimination 
Act, shall not apply to organized professional sports enterprises, or to acts in 
the conduct of such enterprises, in the sports of baseball, football, basketball, 
and hockey. 


[H. R. 6876, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 
A BILL To exempt certain aspects of professional team sports from the antitrust laws 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act of July 2, 1890, as amended, 
known as the Sherman Act (26 Stat. 209; 15 U. S. C. 1-7) ; the Act of October 15, 
1914, as amended, known as the Clayton Act (38 Stat. 730; 15 U. S. C. 12-27); 
the Act of September 26, 1914, as amended, known as the Federal Trade Com- 
mission Act (38 Stat. 717; 15 U. S. C. 41-77); and the Act of June 19, 1986, 
as amended, known as the Robinson-Patman Antidiscrimination Act (49 Stat. 
1526; 15 U. S. C. 13, 13a, 13b, 21a) shall apply to the organized professional 
sports enterprises of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey, except with 
respect to the following: 

(1) Playing rules of the game; 

(2) Organization of leagues and associations; 

(8) Contracts and agreements between leagues and between clubs relating 
to the rights of the parties to such contracts or agreements to operate within 
specified geographical areas; and 

(4) Employment of players. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to deprive any players in any 
sport subject to this Act of any right to bargain collectively, or to engage in 
other concerted activities for their mutual aid or protection. 
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[H. R. 6877, 85th Cong., 1st sess. ] 
A BILL To exempt certain aspects of professional team sports from the antitrust laws 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act of July 2, 1890, as amended, 
known. as the Sherman Act (26 Stat. 209; 15 U. S. C. 1-7) ; the Act of October 
15, 1914, as amended, known as the Clayton Act (38 Stat. 730; 15 U. S. ©. 12-27); 
the Act of September 26, 1914, as amended, known as the Federal Trade Com- 
misison Act (38 Stat. 717; 15 U. S. C. 41-47) ; and the Act of June 19, 1936, as 
amended, known as the Robinson-Patman Antidiscrimination Act (49 Stat. 1526; 
15 U. 8 C. 18, 13a, 13b, 21a) shall apply to the organized professional sports 
enterprises of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey, except with respect to 
the following: 

(1) Playing rules of the game; 

(2) Organization of leagues and associations ; 

(3) Contracts and agreements between leagues and between clubs relating to 
the rights of the parties to such contracts or agreements to operate within speci- 
fied geographical areas; and 

(4) Employment of players. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to deprive any players in any 
sport subject to this Act of any right to bargain collectively, or to engage in other 
concerted activities for their mutual aid or protection. 


[H. R. 8023, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To make the antitrust laws applicable to certain aspects of designatel 
professional team sports 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act of July 2, 1890, as amended, 
known as the Sherman Act (26 Stat. 209); the Act of October 15, 1914, as 
amended, known as the Clayton Act (38 Stat. 730); the Federal Trade Com- 
mission Act, as amended (38 Stat. 717) ; and the Act of June 19, 1936, as amended, 
known as the Robinson-Patman Antidiscrimination Act (49 Stat. 1526) shall 
apply to the organized professional sports enterprises of baseball, football, 
basketball, and hockey, except with respect to the following. 

(1) Playing rules of the game; 

(2) Organization of leagues and associations ; 

(3) Contracts and agreements between leagues and between clubs relating to 
the rights of the parties to such contracts or agreements to operate within speci- 
fied geographical areas; and 

(4) The operation of a reserve clause in a player’s contract of employment in 
such an organized professional sport for the first three years after the player 
becomes a professional in the sport, except that this exemption may be extended 
by contract for an additional two-year period if the annual compensation which 
the player will receive under such contract of extension for each year of such 
two-year period is an amount equal to the annual compensation which he received 
under such a contract of employment in such sport for the year immediately 
preceding such extension increased by not less than 15 per centum. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to deprive any players in any 
sport subject to this Act of any right to bargain collectively, or to engage in other 
concerted activities for their mutual aid or protection. 


[H. R. 8124, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To exempt certain aspects of professional team sports from the antitrust laws 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act of July 2, 1890, as amended, 
known as the Sherman Act (26 Stat. 209; 15 U. 8S. C. 1-7); the Act of October 
15, 1914, as amended, known as the Clayton Act. (38 Stat. 730; 15 U. S. C. 12-27) ; 
the Act of September 26, 1914, as amended, known as the Federal Trade Com- 
mission Act (38 Stat. 717; 15 U. S. C. 41-77) ; Robinson-Patman Antidiscrimina- 
tion Act (49 Stat. 1526; 15 U. 8S. C. 13, 18a, 13b, 21a) shall apply to the organized 
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professional sports enterprises of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey, 
except with respect to the following: 

(1) Playing rules of the game; 

(2) Organization of leagues and associations ; 

(3) Contracts and agreements between leagues and between clubs relating to 
the rights of the parties to such contracts or agreements to operate within specified 
geographical areas ; and 

(4) Selection and employment of players. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to deprive any players in any 
sport subject to this Act of any right to bargain collectively, or to engage in other 
concerted activities for their mutual aid or protection. 

The Cuarrman. I want also to state that we must terminate these 
hearings this morning just a little before 12 o’clock since it is essential 
that the members of this committee be on the floor for resumption of 
consideration of the civil rights bill in the Committee as a Whole. 

The Judiciary Committee meets in regular session tomorrow morn- 
ing, so there will be no session of this subcommittee. But Wednesday 
morning we shall have the next meeting of the subcommittee, and since 
we are to have the privilege of sitting while the House is in general 
debate, we may be able to continue throughout Wednesday afternoon. 
Perhaps the same will be true with reference to Thursday, that is, 
Thursday morning and possibly Thursday afternoon, so that we can 
finish with those witnesses who have come from long distances. 

I take it that some of the other members of the committee would 
like to express themselves at this juncture. 

Mr. Rogers. I have no statement. I just want to listen and find 
out what is going on. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Keating? 

Mr. Kratrina. Yes. 

In 1922 the Supreme Court held in the Federal Baseball case (1 
that organized professional baseball was not interstate commerce, and, 
therefore, was not subject to Federal antitrust laws. From that date 
to the late 1940’s, professional baseball was little concerned with the 
antitrust laws. However, at that time, due to changed business condi- 
tions, as well as later decisions by the Supreme Court, many legal 
authorities expressed doubt as to the validity of the Federal Baseball 
case. Thus, in 1949, Judge Jerome N. Frank referred to the case as 
“and important zombi” (2), and this committee, in its report on organ- 
ized baseball in 1952, also recognized the questionable validity of the 
decision (3). 

Against this background, the Supreme Court in 1953 reconsidered 
and reaffirmed the Federal Baseball doctrine in 7'o0lson v. New York 
Yankees (4). The Court, however, carefully pointed out that Con- 
gress had had the Federal Baseball ruling under consideration but had 
not seen fit to bring professional baseball under the antitrust laws. 
Whereupon the Court concluded that “Congress had no intention of 
including the business of baseball within the scope of the Federal 
antitrust laws” (5). 

Since the Toolson decision, other professional sports (6) have urged 
the Supreme Court to extend to them the protective umbrella of the 
Federal Baseball ruling. The Court, however, has steadfastly refused 
pointing out that that decision “could not be relied upon as a basis of 

exemption for other segments of the entertainment business, athletic 
or otherwise” (7). 
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In its most recent decision on the subject—Radovich v. National 
Football League (8)—the Supreme Court ruled that professional foot- 
ball was subject to the antitrust laws even though professional baseball 
was not. The Court realized that the decision might be considered 

“unrealistic” or “illogical” (9), but contended that any error or dis- 
crimination resulting from the Court’s strict interpretation of the 
Federal Baseball doctrine should be eliminated by legislation and 
not by court decision. In this connection it is most interesting to 
note that the Court did not indicate the problem would be solved 
merely by enacting legislation placing organized baseball under anti- 
trust laws. On the contrary, the Court said (10) : 

Congressional processes are * * * accommodative, affording the whole industry 


hearings and an opportunity to assist in the formulation of new legislation. 
The resulting product is therefore * * * likely to protect the industry and the 


public alike. 
In response to the Supreme Court’s request for congressional action, 
several bills were introduced which are now the subject of these hear- 
ings. The bills in question fall into three categories. 

H. R. 5383 provides for the complete exemption of professional 
team sports from the antitrust laws. 

H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319 put organized professional baseball under 
the antitrust laws which means that all professional sports would be 
covered by the antitrust laws if either of these bills should be 
enacted (11). 

H. R. 6876, H. R. 6877, H. R. 8025, and H. R. 8124 follow a middle- 
of-the-road approach. The bills in this latter category make pro- 
fessional team sports subject to the antitrust laws, but specifically 
exempt from antitrust enforcement certain practices considered 
essential to the successful operation of these sports. 

Let us consider the first category I mentioned—complete exemp- 
tion. When this committee held its hearings on organized baseball 
several years ago we concluded that it would be unwise to grant pro- 
fessional sports a complete immunity from the antitrust laws. We 
pointed out in our report that if such an exemption were allowed— 
the law would no longer require competition in any facet of business activity 
of any sport enterprise. Thus the sale of radio and television rights, the 
management of stadiums, the purchase and sale of advertising, the concession 
industry, and many other business activities * * * would be immune and un- 
touchable. Such a broad exemption could not be granted without substantially 
repealing the antitrust laws (12). 

It will be recalled, moreover, that even the sponsors of this carte 
blanche legislation finally conceded under questioning that it would 
not be wise for Congress to pass their bills without amendment. (13). 

I believe the conclusion reached by this committee in 1952 on such 
complete immunity was absolutely sound and should be equally appli- 
cable today. 

I now turn to the second type of bill before this committee—the 
one that seeks to blanket professional sports under the antitrust laws. 
In my opinion the enactment of such legislation would deal a devastat- 
ing blow to professional team sports. It would give the courts the 
go-ahead signal to completely destroy practices considered essential to 
the successful operation of these sports. For instance, “territorial 
agreements” and the “reserve clause” system would probably be de- 
clared illegal by the courts (14). 
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At this point it should be noted that this committee has already 
taken cognizance of the detrimental consequences which would fiow 
from the loss of the reserve clause. In our report on organized base- 
ball in 1952 we stated (15) : 

* * * the overwhelming preponderance of the evidence established baseball’s 
need for some sort of reserve clause. Baseball’s history shows that chaotic 
conditions prevailed when there was no reserve clause. Experience points to 
no feasible substitute to protect the integrity of the game or to guarantee a 
comparative even competitive struggle. The evidence adduced at the hearings 
would clearly not justify the enactment of legislation flatly condemning the 
reserve clause. 

In order to exempt practices considered vital to the successful sur- 
vival of professional team sports, and simultaneously make their 
ordinary business activities subject to the antitrust laws, a third kind 
of bill was introduced. My bill, H. R. 6876, as well as H. R. 6877, 
H. R. 8023 and H. R. 8124, fall within this category. H. R. 6876 
and H. R. 6877 place professional team sports under the antitrust laws 
but exempt playing rules of the game; organization of leagues and 
associations; territorial agreements; and employment of “players. 
This would leave, of course, the ordinary commercial activities of pro- 
fessional team sports, such as radio and television agreements, con- 
cessions, and the control of stadiums or other playing arenas, subject 
to the antitrust laws. H. R. 8023 and H. R. 8124 are exactly the same 
as these other two bills except H. R. 8023 provides for a modified re- 
serve clause, and H. R. 8124 exempts the “selection” as well the the 

“employment” of players in order to make sure draft procedures used 
in professional football and basketball are protected from the anti- 
trust laws. 

Professional baseball, as well as the other professional team sports 
of football, basketball and hockey, are unique. They differ from other 
types of interstate businesses since they are a mixture of sport and 
business. As such they require special treatment under the antitrust 
laws. 

In the case of team sports, elaborate rules and regulations have been 
promulgated to promote and maintain a certain degree of equality be- 
tween competing teams. This has necessitated cooperation and com- 
bination among team competitors in these various sports. If the anti- 
trust laws are applied to these sports, many such rules, regulations, 
and practices so vital to their existence will be destroyed The end re- 
sult will be chaos in the sporting world, and the biggest loser of all 
will be the general public. My bill, and the several others I mentioned 
in connection with it, seek to prevent such an eventuality of exemp- 
ting these practices from the rigors of antitrust laws. 

In closing I should like to emphasize that although I feel my ap- 
proach to this problem is correct, I do not contend for an instant that 
my bill cannot be improved by amendment. For example, as presently 
written, the bill completely ‘exempts the “reserve clause” and minor 
league draft rules from the antitrust laws. Perhaps more limited ex- 
emptions would be better. I hope to get the answers to these and 
similar questions during the course of the hearings so that a final bill 
may be drafted which will—in the words of the Supreme Court— 
“protect the industry and the public alike” (16). 
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I ask, Mr. Chairman, to attach to my statement a reference to cer- 
tain cases and other materials which are annotated in the statement. 
the data follow: 

1. Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore, Inc. v. National League of Professional 

Baseball Clubs, 259 U. S. 200 (1922). 

2. Gardella v. Chandler, 172 F. 2d 402, 408 (2d Cir. 1949). 

3. H. Rept. 2002, 82d Cong., 2d sess., p. 3 (1952) (hereafter cited as House 

report). 

4. 346 U. 8.356 (1953). 

5. Id. at 357. 

6. The International Boxing Club made the argument in behalf of boxing. See 
United States v. International Boring Club, 348 U. S. 236, 241-44 (1955). 
The National Football League sought to have professional football covered. 
See Radovich v. National Football League, 352 U. 8. 445, 451-52 (1957). 

. United States v. International Boxing Club, supra, at 242. 

. 352 U. S. 445 (1957). 

Id. at 452. 

Ibid. 

. The Supreme Court decisions relating to professional sports and the antitrust 
laws clearly indicate that all professional sports wih the exception of base- 
ball are subject to the antitrust laws. 

12. House Report, p. 230. 

13. Tbid. 

14. See comment, Monopsony in Manpower, 62 Yale Law Journal 576, 621-629 
(1953) Cf. Anderson v. Shipowners Association, 272 U. S. 359 (1926) and 
United States v. National Lead Co., 332 U. 8. 319 (1947). 

15. Id. at 229. 

16. Radovwich v. National Football League, supra, at 452. 

The Cuarrman. Yes, sir. 

Before I call on other members of the committee to give additional 
statements, I want to say that I tried to make my own statement 
objective. I think the gentleman from New York has not done that, 
but has put the fat in the fire, and has taken charge, if I may put it 
that way. 

He has made reference to his own bill and against my own bill. And 
that is, of course, prejudgment. 

I must now state that in respect of the reserve clause, which the gen- 
tleman from New York has made reference to, and which this com- 
mittee considered in its hearing in 1951, much has happened since 
then. 

Many new developments have occurred during the 6 or 7 years since 
we conducted our hearings. And those new facets should be considered. 
And it may be that those changes will require changes in the observa- 
tions that may be made by this committee. 

I think it was unfortunate that the gentleman has not been objective 
and has taken a decided stand before we have started these hearings. 
However, that is the gentleman’s privilege. 

Mr. Keatina. In answer to the gentleman, I agree that his state- 
ment was simply an analysis of the bills before us. There is no ques- 
tion in my mind, however, about the gentleman’s bill. I think to put 
baseball under the antitrust laws would be apt to ruin the entire game. 

The Cuamman. If you want to be a witness, I will present you. 

Mr. Kratrne. I differ with the gentleman, and everybody knows 
that we differ. 

The Cuarmman. Allright. 

Mr. Kerartine. I am a witness in favor of my legislation, and that 
offered by Mr. Byrnes. I must also state that there is not much dif- 
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ference between my bill and that proposed by the gentleman from 
Arkansas, Mr. Harris. I do not think we have any difference. 

The Cuatman. I will be glad to have the gentleman occupy that 
witness chair to propound questions to him. 

Mr. Keatrne. I will go down there, if you prefer. 

The CuarrMan. At this time we have other witnesses. I may ask 
that you take that chair, so you can be subjected to very rigorous 
cross-examination later. 

Mr. Keattne. I will be happy to do that. I hope you will do the 
same. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. McCulloch. 

Mr. McCuttocu. I have no statement at this time. I hope the rec- 
ord will be so full and so complete that we finally may have opinions 
which will not only be in the best interests of this important question, 
but the public as well. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Miter. I have no statement at this time, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. Our first witness will be the distinguished chair- 
man of the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee of the House,. 
Mr. Harris. We are always glad to have you before us. 


TESTIMONY OF HON. OREN HARRIS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE FOURTH DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
ARKANSAS 


Mr. Harris. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of the 
committee. 

Let me first express my gratitude for this opportunity and privi- 
lege of appearing before this outstanding and very distinguished 
clounaaiian of the Judiciary Committee of the House, and to sa 
as one Member of the Congress, I appreciate the forthrightness with 
which you have always approached these various difficult problems 
you have before you. 

I want to thank you for the privilege of appearing here today on 
what I think is a most important problem to the public, the people 
of the United States. 

I am going to say at the outset, Mr. Chairman, that I take the posi- 
tion as I have heretofore, I am taking the position here today—and 
I appear before this distinguished committee in support of the bill 
which I introduced on February 27 of this year, H. R. 5383, and 
which approaches this problem square on the head. 

It is a very simple approach. It is easy to understand. It gets at 
the problem before the industry and the American people. And it 
would simply exempt from the operation of organized professional 
sports the application of the antitrust law. In my humble—— 

The Cuarrman. Pardon the interruption, Mr. Harris. There is 
a photographer taking pictures. I want to say it is contrary to the 
rules to take pictures while the committee is in session. 

Mr. Harris (continuing). In my humble judgment, this is the 
best, most simple, and most direct approach to this problem. We have 
got to approach it, first, from the standpoint of what the judicial 
interpretations have been. Second, the practical application as it 
affects the industry itself, and the American people. 
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Next you have got to remember that although in this type of 
business—and it is to a certain extent a business—I don’t agree with 
the contention that this is not a business—but, on the other hand, I 
disagree with anyone who contends that because it is in its operation a 
business, it is not a sport—it is a sport, and, therefore, comes under 
the category of recreation and entertainment, insofar as the American 
people are concerned, and that is where I disagree with those who 
believe that the antitrust laws should be made applicable to this 
industry. 

It is not the same kind of business that we usually refer to, that the 
Congress had in mind, in my judgment, when the antitrust laws were 
passed. Let me say at the outset in approaching this matter, that 
we should, first look to the problem before us. 

And I would like to say, also, that I have been personally interested 
in all forms of athletics practically all my life. In fact, when I 
tried to play a little college football along with some others back in 
the days gone by, I remarked to my associates on the football field one 
day when I picked up a football that “Here is a pigskin, in the form 
of a football, which has ruined a darn good farmer.” 

I meant that had it not been for a football, I undoubtedly and very 
likely would have still been working on a farm. I mention that to 
show you that here is a living example before you that has sought and 
obtained an opportunity, in what I believe in my humble way, of con- 
tributing a little as I see it, and as I can. 

Had it not been for the pigskin, I am not sure just where I would 
have been, and whether I would have been able to make what little 
success it has been my privilege thus far to achieve. 

Mr. Keartine. I assure you that you have made a great contribution 
to this. 

Mr. Harrts. I thank my colleague from New York. 

The Cuatrman. What about, football, et cetera ? 

Mr. Harris. That is what I am going to discuss. That is the prob- 
lem that I present to you now; the problem that we have before us 
today which must be, or should be, straightened out, is the question of 
professional football. Baseball has been held by the Supreme Court 
of the United States as not subject to the antitrust law. From my 
viewpoint, the problem that we have before us today is the status of 
professional football and basketball, because those two professional 
sports have been held out, insofar as the Supreme Court is concerned, 
to be treated in a different light from organized professional baseball. 

The CHarrMAn. Does not the Supreme Court dodge the problem, 
instead of meeting it head on, and leave it to be determined by 
Congress? 

Mr. Harris. That is what they say should be done, but by their own 
decision, that is precisely what they haven’t done. I want to take 
about 5 minutes, if the gentleman will permit me to talk about this. 

And let me say at the outset that anything that I say I do not want 
to be construed as having an attitude of any disrespect for the highest 
Court in the land, the Supreme Court of the United States. But to me 
= is a most ridiculous decision handed down by that great, august 
body. 

Mr. Kerattna. The only one? 

Mr. Harris. One of them; I will put it that way. 

Mr. Rogers. Exception is made. 
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Mr. Keatrna. I thought there were some others. 

Mr. Harris. I could, with good conscience, criticize other decisions 
and some of the same rules that should apply are involved in this case 
and should apply in those cases, too. In the first place, the Supreme 
Court said that the Toolson and Federal Baseball cases do not control, 
that the respondent activity as alleged was within the coverage—talk- 
ing about the professional football now—of the antitrust laws. Let us 
see what they say on page 5, if you have a copy of the Supreme Court 
decision. 

The Court points to the Federal Baseball case, that is, talking about 
the respondent’s contention and Toolson supra, both ‘involving the 
business of professional baseball, asserting that. professional football 
has embraced the same techniques which existed in baseball at the time 
of the former decision. They contend that stare decisis compels the 
same result. 


True, the umbrella under which respondents hope to stand is not so large as 
that contended for in the United States— 


And so forth— 


There they would have us extend Federal Baseball to Boston in the field. 
Here the respondents say that the contracts and the sanctions which baseball and 
football— 


And I am quoting from the decision— 


find it necessary to impose have no counterpart in other businesses, and that, 
therefore, they alone are outside the ambit of the Sherman Act. 

In Toolson, we continued to hold the umbrella over baseball that was played 
there some 31 years by Federal Baseball. 


Now, listen to this: 
The Court did think because it was concluded— 


can you imagine a decision of the highest court in the land being based 
on this reasoning— 
The Court did think because it was concluded that more harm would be done in 
overruling Federal Baseball than in upholding a ruling which at best was of 
dubious validity. 

In other words, the Supreme Court said that they are going to make 
a decision here, the law of the land, on the basis of whether or not it 
would do harm in this particular industry without trying to explain 
and justify their own decisions on the basis of what the rule of law is. 

Vast efforts had gone into the development and organization of base- 
ball since that decision, and enormous capital had been invested in re- 
liance on its decision. 

Anyone that can get any reasoning of a decision like that of the 
highest court of the land, is beyond my comprehension. Now, listen 
here to what it says: 


Congress had chosen to make no changes. 


Gentlemen, we are in a bad state, now, if that kind of reasoning is 
going to prevail in the judgment of the Court because here we have 
got a bill proposed by our distinguished colleague and great chairman 
of this committee, by which he would bring under the antitrust. laws, 
without a doubt, all present sport. enterprises, and our distinguished 
friend from New York, the ranking minority member of this com- 
mittee has another bill with other colleagues, in which they propose 
a different approach. 
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Here I come up and say that the Government has no business inter- 
fering with the recreational activities by way of the antitrust laws. 
If the Congress—— 

The Carman. What about the business activities of baseball ? 

Mr. Harris. If the Congress—on this point—if the Congress takes 
no action whatsoever, what kind of a decision could the Supreme 
Court issue then on the basis of their statement ? 

Mr. Knatine. That is one of the reasons. 

Mr. Harris. That is the point. 

Mr. Rocers. Are you saying: 

Mr. Harris. It reminds me of the decision which my distinguished 
friend from Colorado I am sure recalls, that was outlined in this 
book, West of the Pecos, about old Judge Beene, when he was trying 
a friend of his for the murder of a Chinaman. When he got through 
the trial, he looked through the statutes and said, “The court finds 
the defendant not guilty, because he finds nowhere in this statute of 
Texas that it is a violation of the law to kill a Chinaman.” 

That is just about the same kind of reasoning as I see it. 

Mr. Rocrrs. Isn’t your statement based on this fact: since the 
Supreme Court determined in 1922 and in 1952, that organized base- 
ball was not subject to the antitrust laws, you disagree with the Court 
when it arrives at a different conclusion as to football. Do you think 
the Court went too slow in 1953 or too fast in 1957 ¢ 

Mr. Harris. You mean 1922. 

Mr. Roeers. 1953 is the last, I think. 

Mr. Harris. 1953 is the Toolson case; is that what you have refer- 
ence to? 

Mr. Rogers. 1953, that is what I have reference to. In the first 
decision the Court indicated that it did not want to set aside the prece- 
dents. Because they did set aside the precedents in 1957 you feel that 
that was wrong ? 

Mr. Harris. I think they should have maintained their precedents 
and extended it to professional football, because the two are identical 
in their general operations, techniques, and all. 

Mr. Rogers. Does not the gentleman recognize that there may be 
many changed conditions that have been brought about in all of these 
sports in recent years ? 

Mr. Harris. I think probably we might say in the application of 
the operation of it that there are some changes but the general prin- 
ciples and the effect and the results are not changed since the days 
when Babe Ruth was hitting his home runs all over the lot. 

Mr. Rogers. That is, you feel that the condition is the same now 
from a business standpoint notwithstanding radio and television and 
things of that nature? You feel that has not changed it any, so that 
you could go along with the reasoning of the Supreme Court? 

Mr. Harris. I cannot see it at all. I can see the consistency of the 
inconsistency of the Supreme Court that it takes to distinguish 
between professional football as a great American sport which the 
American public loves, as it does baseball. And it seems to me that 
the decision here is more or less of personal feelings of the Court at 
the time, because the three dissents, I think, state the thing very 
factually, and right on the nose. 

The Cuatrman. Let me get this clear, so we can understand clearly 
what you mean. Do you have the bill before you ? 
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Mr. Harris. Yes. 

The Cuamman. On the first page, you speak of the antitrust laws. 
Then you say on line 7— 
shall not apply to organized professional sports enterprises, or to acts in the 
conduct of such enterprises in the sports of baseball, football, basketball, and 
hockey. 

I want to ask you this, in order that the committee understand you 
fully: does your bill exempt all organized professional sports enter- 
yrises and acts in the conduct of professional baseball, football, bas- 
etball, and hockey, or is the exemption limited to organized baseball, 
football, basketball, and hockey ; and acts in the conduct of those speci- 
fied sports ? 

Mr. Harris. To the latter statement. 

The Cuarrman. To the latter. I take it then that it is your inten- 
tion to exempt from the antitrust laws every aspect of professional 
baseball, football, basketball, and hockey ? 

Mr. Harris. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. You do not include the organized sport called box- 
ing ? 

Mr. Harris. No. 

The Cuatrrman. You don’t include soccer? 

Mr. Harris. No. These four. 

The Cuamman. I want to get this clear. You do not include or- 
ganized team bowling? 

Mr. Harris. No. 

The Cuarrman. You do not include softball ? 

Mr. Harris. In fact I only include those that are outlined in this 
bill because those are the four organized team sports. 

The CHarmman. Why do you limit your exemptions to those that 
you mention specifically and not include other organized sports? 

Mr. Harris. I do not see any need for it. In the first place, those 
other sports are not organized for the same purposes, the same tech- 
niques and all. Certainly, so far as we can see, have no application 
to the antitrust laws at all. 

The Cuatmrman. Do you not think then there might be a constitu- 
tional problem? Certain organized sports that you name you treat one 
way, other organized sports are treated differently. 

Mr. Harris. The Supreme Court did not have any trouble with the 
problem. 

The Cuarrman. They said as to baseball—— 

Mr. Harris. They passed on baseball and they have now passed on 
football. 

The Cuatrman. But they said they would leave it up to Congress 
to make the determination. 

Mr. Harris. They merely left it up to Congress to make any changes 
in the future, but so far as the present situation is concerned, the Su- 
preme Court says that the Congress in passing the antitrust laws, the 
Sherman and Clayton Acts, did include, yes, boxing, basketball, and 
football, but it exempted baseball. 

The Cuatrman. Do you not realize that there is a possibility that 
certain acts may contravene the antitrust laws even in professional 
sports? In the football case, the plaintiff claimed that he was black- 
listed and it resulted in damage to him. He stated that the rules and 
regulations of professional football did that. 
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Mr. Harris. If you are going to accept this as the same kind of a 
business as we recognize business in this country, I would agree with 
the gentleman. But you cannot. This is an unusual type of business 
itself. And no one, except a few of course of the thousands of people 
who enter into this and have these contractual rights, remain in it as 
a business very long, because the makeup of the human being just 
does not permit it. 

Mr. Rocrrs. Do I take it then from your statement, that since 
this is a sport and recreation, by reason of its recreational features, 
those who may engage to supply the recreation and entertainment, 
namely the players, should be subject to any and all rules and regula- 
tions that management may put forward? Do I take it that their 
rights should be disregarded for a higher right, for recreation and 
entertainment of the public? Is that the gentleman’s position ? 

Mr. Harris. Not at all, not at all. Because there is no—as I have 
already said—there is no kind of business that can be more in a 
glass cage than the type of recreation and entertainment that we have 
here. 

The American public, the sentiments of the American public and 
in the very nature of the operation between the management and the 
players, in my humble judgment, controls that adequately in the pub- 
lic interest, because any kind of sports operation in this country, when 
management or the play ers—back to the days of the—what was it, the 
Black Sox scandal Chicago—way back yonder, many years ago, the 
sentiment and general public attitude will take care of it. 

On the other hand, I think just as this decision says here, if the 
Federal Government extends the authority of the antitrust laws to 
it, you will have subjected to lawsuits of all kinds day in and day 
out the management of this professional type of organization and 

recreation and entertainment to the extent that they cannot possibly 
operate. That is the practical side of it. 

Mr. Rocers. I take it then from your answer that from a practical 
standpoint the entertainment feature and the recreational feature of 
all sports are such that there should not be any regulation. And 
it is for the reason that the public itself would react and revolt, as 
it did, back in the Black Sox scandal, of another generation. It is 
your view that there would be an adverse public reaction as to actions 
taken by management which may deprive an individual of his rights 
to earn more or combine and boycott; that the public would see those 
things and in turn would not attend the recreational entertainment 
that resnited from this performance. 

Mr. Harris. As the gentleman so well knows from his observation 
and experience over the years, the general public in matters of recrea- 
tion demands fair play. They demand fair play to all who are in the 
business, and an opportunity of a good athlete to make his way. That 
is true. It is wrapped up here in a resolution that was passed by the 
National Football League, May 19, 1935, at Pittsburgh, Pa., at which 
it adopted this resolution, outlining the basis for the opportunities of 
the players themselves as the management deals with them. 

And I would like, Mr. Chairman, to ask this be included in the record, 
rather than to read it. 

The Cuarrman. It may be. 

Mr. Harris. It gets at this roblem of draft, which is, I think, one 
of the fairest approaches for the general public, for the players them- 
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selves and for the entire business of this type of recreation that has 
ever been devised. ; 
(The resolution referred to is as follows :) 


The following resolution was passed at a special meeting of the National Foot- 
ball League held on May 19, 1935, at Pittsburgh, Pa. : 

“Motion by Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Marshall, that the following rule relative 
to the selection of players entering the National League for the first time become 
operative beginning with the season of 1936: 

“(1) At the annual meeting in February, and each succeeding year thereafter, 
a list of first-year eligible players be presented by each club, and their names 
placed upon a board in the meeting room for selection by the various clubs. The 
priority of selection by each club shall follow the reverse order of the champion- 
ship standing of the clubs at the close of the preceding season; for instance, the 
club which finished last in either division, to be determined by percentage rating, 
shall have first choice, the club which finished next to last, second choice, and 
this inverse order shall be followed until each club has had one selection or has 
declined to select a player, after which the selection shall continue as indicated 
above until all players whose names appear on the board have been selected or 
rejected. 

“(2) Any first-year player who is not so chosen, or whose name does not appear 
on the list referred to above, is eligible to sign with any club in the league. 

“(3) If for any valid reason it would be impossible for a player to play in the 
city by which he has been selected, or the player can show reasonable cause why 
he should be permitted to play in a city other than that designated for him, then 
through such arrangements as can be made by sale or trade with another club, 
he shall be permitted to play in the city he prefers, if the president of the league 
approves his reasons as valid. (The fact that a job is to be secured for a player 
in any city as an added incentive to sign shall not be considered sufficient reason 
for his transfer from the club by which he was originally selected. ) 

(4) In the event of a controversy between a selected player and a club, the 
matter shall be referred to the president, and his decision shall be accepted by al! 
parties as final. 

“(5) In the event a player is selected by a club and fails to sign a contract or 
report, he shall be placed upon the reserve list of the club by which he was 
selected. 

“Carried unanimously.” 


The CuHatrman. I want to go into that a little later, but I wanted 
to get some matters cleared up. We will accept that for the record. 

Mr. Keatine. Was that passed by the players association ? 

Mr. Harrts. It is a resolution adopted at a special meeting of the 
National Football League, held on May 19, 1935, at Pittsburgh, Pa., 
which has been in effect since then. And it recognizes the rights of the 
players and the approach to this problem of draft, in order that we 
can maintain as much balance throughout the industry as it is possi- 
ble, and throughout the United States with this type of business. 

The Cuarrman. It is correct, is it not, since you mentioned recrea- 
tional aspects of baseball, football, and so forth, that other recreational 
industries are in competition with those sports enterprises for the 
consumer’s dollar? 

Mr. Harris. I cannot think of any on the professional side in the 
organized field. 

bry CuatrMan. Do not the motion pictures and the theaters com- 
pete? 

Mr. Harrts. I do not think they have the same techniques. I don’t 
think it is the same kind of industry at all. 

The Cuarrman. We are told—I may be wrong—that the motion pic- 
tures, for example, are complaining that their profits have been re- 
duced because the baseball games have been ‘televised, that their at- 
tendance has been reduced where games have been presented over TV. 
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People find it more comfortable to remain in their homes to see these 
games. 

Mr. Harris. In the motion picture industry you do not have the 
same kind of organized recreational features that requires organized 
teamwork. You must remember that provides a certain kind of sport 
in the field of recreation. 

The CuArman. In other words, you say then that these sports you 
mentioned do not compete with motion pictures and the theaters for 
the consumer’s dollar? 

Mr. Harris. No; I do not say that they do not compete, but I say 
that it is an entirely different type. 

The Cuarrman. That isn’t the point. Do these recreation industries 
compete one with the other? 

Mr. Harris. Well, of course—— 

The Cuatrman. Do these recreation industries such as football, 
baseball, basketball, hockey, compete with the theater and the motion 
pictures for the consumer’s dollar? 

Mr. Harris. People do go to picture shows, as well as they go to 
ball games, to that extent that is competition. 

The CuArrman. There is competition. 

Mr. Keatine. But you are not going to close up the ball parks. 

The Cuarrman. Would you explain, then, since there is that com- 
petition, the reasons for continuing motion pictures and theaters, for 
example, under the antitrust laws, while affording baseball and foot- 
ball and other professional sports mentioned in your bill complete 
exemption ¢ 

Mr. Harris. Oh, sure, I can explain that from my viewpoint and 
I trust that the gentlemen will accept it because you have got two, 
even those competing types of recreation, entirely different kinds, the 
makeup of each of them is so far apart that you cannot apply the re- 
sults. There is no opportunity because of the public sentiment, in 
the public eye for collusion in operating under the cover of the table, 
so to speak, by these professional organized sports of the type of 
football and baseball, when on the other hand, you take the movie 
industry, the motion-picture industry, there is all kinds of opportunity 
for such collusion. 

The Cuarrman. What makes you say there is no such opportunity 
for collusion ? 

Mr. Harris. Because the management, as an example, if they get 
out in a room somewhere by themselves and try to agree or come 
together with some kind of an activity that would be considered col- 
lusion and against the public interest, it would be brought out when 
they tried to put it intoeffect. But it is not so with the movie industry 
and the others, the theater industry. 

The Cuarrman. That may be. I am speaking of the opportunity. 
What protection has the public against such an opportunity? Let me 
put it to you this way. Whenever the Congress has granted exemp- 
tions to any industry from the antitrust laws, they have set up some 
sort of body to police the industry. 

For example, we give certain exemptions in the communications 
industry to common carriers and we set up the Federal Communica- 
tions Commissions, the purpose of which is to safeguard the public 
interest. 
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We give railroads certain exemptions from the antitrust laws, but, in 
substitution, we set up the Interstate Commerce Commission. We 
give the aviation industry various exemptions from the antitrust laws, 
but we set up the Civil Aeronautics Board. 

Concomitantly, what have we here, should we establish this exemp- 
tion for professional sports, that will protect the ublic interest ? 

Mr. Harris. In the first place we are dealing with an entirely differ- 
ent kind of business—the usual kind of commercial type of operation 
that you are talking about. And in the second place, all of these, as 
the chairman has just mentioned, are not completely exempted from 
the operation of the antitrust laws. It is the regulatory provision 
and authority of the regulatory agency that would not be in conflict, 
were they exempted so far as the Federal Communication Commission 
is concerned, and the others. Broadcasting is not exempted completely 
from all activities of the antitrust laws. 

The Cuarman. Are not the owners of these baseball and other 
sports clubs in business for the profit they may make on the sports 
enterprises that they control ? 

Mr. Harris. They hope to make a profit. But my understanding 
is, usually it is the other way, that they put in a lot of money to keep 
this great American sport going. I think you have to look at the 
record of both—the National Football and National and American 
Baseball Leagues—to find out what the result is. 

The Cuamrman. Do you mean to say, they would not take any 
profit if they could make it ? 

Mr. Harris. If they could make it. 

The CHarrMan. You mean to say there are no profits made? 

Mr. Harris. I do not say there are no profits made. But I say the 
rofits are very, very small, and in some instances none at all. In 
act, losses result. 

The Cuamman. The point is that these men do not go into these 
enterprises merely for the sake of sport. They go into it for the 
sake of moneys they may make, as well as the sport; isn’t that correct? 

Mr. Harris. Well, I should think that any man who has the finances 
that can enter into this for the recreation intent would expect some 
time to get something out of it. Although, there are those who never 
nope to get anything out of it. 

he ae fn other words, there is a business aspect of this? 

Mr. Harris. I stated that at the outset of my statement. 

The Cuarmman. Why do you give complete exemption, then? You 
give complete exemption to avery type of business activity of organ- 
ized baseball, organized football, there’s no limit whatsoever. 

. Mr, Harris. I do that because of the thousands of participants in 
this business you refer to, that could bring suits and tie up manage- 
ment all along, would completely ruin and destroy professional sports 
such as baseball and football—and football is what I am trying to 
get out of the clamps now. 

The CHarmmMan. Traits your bill, then, an agreement, for example, 
relating to the sale of radio and television broadcasting rights by 
— professional sports enterprises would be outside of the antitrust 

aws ? 

Mr. Harris, Yes; except the fact as the broadcasting industry it- 
self in its business operations is subject to the antitrust laws today. 
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The CHarmman. Well, then, for example, if there is a combination 
by a number of club owners with the broadcasting companies and 
the broadcasting companies are in violation of the antitrust laws, 
suits could not be brought against the baseball owners, but could be 
brought against the television owners. 

Mr. Harris. In a certain limited degree; yes. 

The Cuarrman. You would have that discrimination ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes; and I think it would be in the public interest. 
I wonder if the gentlemen would permit me to comment on that par- 
ticular problem, which is an important one at this moment. 

The CHarrMan. Very well. 

Mr. Harris. I have observed the press reports and all, of certain 
clubs moving possibly to the west coast. In connection with that, I 
have observed one reason is because of what has been referred to as 
“under the table operations,” or “private secret negotiations,” of the 
method of how the broadcasting phase would be carired out. And 
that would be, perhaps, from all I have seen, by this method, of so- 
‘alled pay-as-you-see television. We have been into that, too. Our 
committe has already taken this up with the Federal Communications 
Commission as to what authority they have of entering into the field 
of public-utility business in the broadcasting industry. 

The amazing thing is that I have had a report from the Federal 
Communications Commission, in which is stated that under the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission Act, they have sufficient authority 
under the law. But at the same time, in the same notice of procedure 
they say— 
it is necessary to have further proceeding in this case to find out just what we 
will have to present to the Congress as to what our authority is. 

We have a Federal Communications Commission Act that I say is 
controlling insofar as the broadcasting is concerned, and it is because 
of the commercial type of operation that I say that the Congress has 
got to closely scrutinize. 

I again have written to the Federal Communications Commission 
on behalf of our committee. “You say in one place you have the au- 
thority and in the next place you have got to find out by further pro- 
ceedings; explain.” 

The Cuairman, I want to say that I am on all fours with you in 
my opposition to that type of television, pay-as-you-see. 

Mr. Harris. Could we say by that operation? I do not know. 

The Cuarrman. I wonder if that is relevant to the problem. 

Mr. Harris. I think it is very real advantage to the point you 
brought up a moment ago with reference to broadcasting rights. 

The Cuamman. Would you say, Mr. Harris, that the exemption 
that you have in your bill should apply to television and broadcasting, 
no matter how restrictive of competition the agreement was? 

Mr. Harris. Insofar as it applied to the football, the organized 
sports ? 

The Cuarrman. Yes, no matter how restrictive that agreement was, 
if it applied to those sports mentioned in your bill, it would be 
exempted ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes, I think so, for the reason, because the capital, the 
money that is recovered from that has got to become a part of the or- 
ganization here, and the players themselves participate in it, because 
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what they get as a salary for their own participation would depend 
upon the extent as to what they were able to do with this as well as 
gate receipts and so forth. a 

The Cuairman. You would just allow restrictions because of what 
happens to the money, is that it? : 

Mr. Harris. On the basis that the public is better served because of 
the participants in the overall operation of organized sports enter- 

rises. 

The Cuarrman. Suppose there was conspiracy—I do not say there 
will be or that there is—but suppose there is a conspiracy by owners 
of the professional sports enterprises covered. by your bill to restrict, 
prevent or blackout all radio and television broadcasting of their 
games, would such a conspiracy be exempted under your bill from 
antitrust laws? 

Mr. Harris. I do not think so. I think that. matter has already been 
before the court up in your part of the country. L 

The Cuamman. That is a different matter. I asked you a specific 
question. 

Mr. Harris. And I tried to give you a very direct answer. 

The Cuamman. You say that isin thecourt. Does your bill—which 
has not been passed on by any court since it has not been enacted— 
exempt any kind of conspiracy among the owners? I do not say 
there is such a conspiracy or that there will be such a conspiracy. But 
again would your bill exempt from the antitrust laws a conspiracy by 
the owners to blackout all radio and television of games? 

Mr. Harris. Only to the extent that it is applicable to the organized 
sports. 

The CHarrMAN. You say the answer is “Yes,” they would be exempt? 

Mr. Harris. To that extent ; yes. 

The Cuarrman. What would be the justification for such an exemp- 
tion ? 

Mr. Harris. Because the American public requires it, and the 
American public themselves will give the answer to that problem. 

The Cuarrman. Have you ever directed the question to. any appreci- 
able number of people, as to whether, if there were such a conspiracy 
among the owners of the baseball clubs, to blackout television, there 
should be an exemption from the antitrust laws ? 

Mr. Harris.. The gentleman is trying to reach in and try to get hold 
of something that does not exist. And there is no opportunity for it 
to exist, and therefore, because it cannot be done on the basis that the 
players themselves participate with the management in all ofthis 
organization, and they themselves are going to be protected. 

The Cuarrman. This is not the 

Mr. Harris. And they do not have the organized sports unless they 
are. 

The Cuatrman. Who makes these contracts, the players or the 
owners ? 

Mr. Harris. Both. 

The Cuarrman. The players and the owners ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. They participate in the proceeds but do the players 
actually participate in the negotiations of the contracts for television 
and radio? 
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Mr. Harris. Well, obviously the players, when they negotiate their 
own contracts, are cognizant of the fact there are certain remunera- 
tions. 

The Cuarmman. That is not the answer. 

Mr. Harrts. It is the answer, too, in my opinion. 

The Cuarrman. Do the players themselves actually sit down with 
the officials of the National Broadcasting Co? 

Mr. Harats. I observe from the list of witnesses here that you have 
others who have actually participated in those kinds of proceedings, 
and, therefore, I am sure you can get full information as to how those 
things are carried on, and an agreement is reached. 

The Cuarrman. Now suppose 

Mr. Harris. I have never sat in any negotiations myself. 

The Cuamman. Suppose that in one of the sports enterprises 
covered by your bill, there were combination or conspiracy by a few 
persons to obtain control of stadiums or playing arenas, would that 
type of activity be exempted from the antitrust laws under your bill? 

Mr. Harris. If it was possible for such to exist—I have been try- 
ing to get a stadium here in the District of Columbia for the last 10 
years. 

The Cuarrman. Would it be possible? 

Mr. Harris. And the general public is the reason those stadiums are 
constructed. 

Mr. Cuarrman. Is the answer “yes” that they would be exempted ? 

Mr. Harris. With the qualification that I mentioned, yes. 

The Cuarrman. What is the qualification ? 

Mr. Harris. It isn’t possible for such to exist. 

The Cuarrman. Again, what would be the justification for such an 
exemption if certain owners conspired to get control of all arenas and 
stadia ? 

Mr. Harris. Because there is no opportunity—there is no possibility 
for such condition to exist. And, therefore, you do not have to legis- 
late against such that does not exist. 

The Cuarman. It does not exist now, happily. But yours is a 
blanketing exemption; you are exempt anything they might do? 

Mr. Harris. I place the other three types of organized sports in 
with the same exemption that is today given to baseball, and if it is 
good for baseball it is good for the other organized sports, 

The Cuarrman. I do not think the Court has passed on these ques- 
tions. The Supreme Court has never passed on these questions that I 
am asking. 

Mr. Harris. I interpret it in a different way, because it is just as 
plain as can be stated right here, in the decision of the courts, what 
the law is. 

The Caamman. Would your bill immunize from the antitrust laws 
all sale of advertising in connection with baseball, football, basket- 
ball, hockey ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes; it would. 

The Carman. You think that is desirable? 

Mr. Harris. There is no harm. 

The Cuamman. Would not your bill exempt all aspects of the 
sports-concession industry from the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Harris. Well, I would have, in the first place, to know what 
the gentleman refers to when he mentions the “concessions industry.” 
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The Cuairman. Sale of popcorn and frankfurters and beer and so 
forth. 

Mr. Harris. Well, if you are going to extend that kind of business 
to interstate commerce, it is like some of the other decisions that have 
been reached in this country, about what becomes interstate commerce. 

If the gentleman can indicate to me how in the world selling a sack 
of popcorn—I mean a box of popcorn—or a sack of peanuts can become 
interstate commerce in the stadium, unless it is like a fellow taking a 
drink of water over in Virginia and coming over to the District to 
spit it out. 

The CHarrman. Cannot concession sales become big business? 

Mr. Harris. There are a lot of other big businesses that are intra- 
state. 

The Cuarrmman. And do you not think some of these concessionaires 
do business across State lines ? 

Mr. Harris. It may be possible, but I do not know unless they would 
order the peanuts from Georgia and sell them in the stadium in New 
York. 

The Cuarrman. I think you will find that they do business across 
State lines. I can name some of them. If Congress should grant 
carte blanche authority to every single aspect of professional base- 
ball, football, basketball, and hockey, including all business activities 
in connection with these enterprises, would it not in effect be placing 
the stamp of legal approval on every single aspect of the business? 

Mr. Harris. You mean of the organized sports named here? 

The Cuatrman. Of organized sports. 

Mr. Harris. Yes, that is my intention. 

The Cuarrman. Could not the owners of the baseball teams boy- 
cott certain concessionaires ? 

Mr. Harris. Not. if the general public demanded it. 

The CHatrRMAN. Since you have granted complete immunity, how 
could the public have anything to say about it? 

Mr. Harris. You try to keep Coca-Cola out of Griffith Stadium or 
a sack of peanuts, and see what happens. 

The CuHatrman. That isn’t the point. 

Mr. Harris. It is an answer to your question. 

The CuHarmman. But if you have blanket authority granted to the 
owners of the organized sports to boycott the concessionaire—— 

Mr. Harris. I think what the gentleman is trying to say here is, 
should we object to a practice or a business practice in that respect, 
which might give some kind of a windfall to those who are in it, 
instead of looking far beyond that, and saying what is it that the 
general public wants—it is the public that we are interested in here. 

e CHarrmAN. The public, of course, under our general antitrust 
laws, demand competition. 

Under this asi 

Mr. Harris. There is no greater competitive element in all of the 
world than in sports. 

The Cuarrman. I am speaking now of the business aspects of these 
organized sports. Under your blanket exemption, anything that 
the owners of the clubs would do would be completely immunized. 
That would include a boycott of a concessionaire, would it not? 

Mr. Harris. If the management felt that that was in their best 
interests to do that, I do not think that there is anything that could 
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prohibit them from doing it; but I feel, on the other hand, if they left 
out something that the public wanted when they come out here you 
would see the newspapers and radios and general public clamoring 
and the next time when the gates were opened, you would not see the 
public going out there. 

And I am for giving what the public wants as long as it is within 
the dignity of the public and, therefore, it will bring to the manage- 
ment and thus to the players who are seeking this opportunity and 
betterment in life an opportunity for it and at the same time provide 
os aon American recreation that is demanded by the American 

IUDLIC, 
. The CuarrMaANn. Suppose the public does not know anything about 
it? 

Mr. Harris. The public will know something about it when they 
can’t get a sack of popcorn. 

The CHarrMan. What about the pricing of popcorn ? 

Mr. Harris. If it is too high like they are trying to do some prod- 
ucts today the public won’t buy it. 

The CuatrmMan. Suppose a competing popcorn company says they 
can sell it cheaper, what will you do then? Would not the public be 
benefited by the cheaper popcorn ? 

ft Harris. Well, I don’t think we have to worry too much about 
that. 

The Cuarrman. Beer sells at 35 cents a can ? 

Mr. Harris. We have that authority that existed and exists today. 

Insofar as concessions are concerned, right here in Washington 
in Griffith Stadium, we know they do not sell beer to the public. 

And I think that is because the general public here in Washing- 
ton does not approve of it. 

But at the same time we have heretofore knowledge of the fact 
that even though they would not sell beer at the stadium they let beer 
become the sponsor on the radio. 

The CHarrman. That is a very interesting observation. It has 
nothing to do with the question I asked you. 

Mr. Harris. Well, I think it justifies it. 

The Cuatrman. I am speaking of a boycott as a result of a con- 
spiracy where a number of owners get together and say, “We are 
going to boycott.” 

Mr. Harris. You only have one owner at a stadium and that con- 
cession is contracted. We have got to recognize the practical opera- 
tions, as I said at the outset. That concession is contracted by a 
certain company. 

The CHarrman. But I am trying to envisage what the situation 
would be under your bill. It isso far-reaching. I ask these questions 
in all kindliness. 

Mr. Harris. I appreciate that. 

The Cuarrman. If you have such a wide immunity, and it would 
embrace anything and everything that the owners of the clubs might 
do, it would conceivably exempt a conspiracy to boycott a con- 
cessionaire. 

Mr. Harris. No. I don’t see it going that far at all. Against that, 
you have the public interest and what the public wants. 

The Cuarrman. In your bill, you speak of all acts-—— 
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Mr. Harris. Acts in the conduct of such enterprise. I mean every 
word of it. 

The Cuarmman. That would be an act, would it not; this combina- 
tion to boycott would be an act. 

Mr. Harris. Yes, if such could be conceivable at all; yes. 

The Cuatrman. The answer is “Yes.” 

Suppose there is in these sports enterprises, a combination by a 
handful of owners of clubs to monopolize all farm systems, would 
that be exempted under your bill? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

The CHarrman. Carry it one step further. If there were a 
conspiracy—— 

Mr. Harris. I will say they are exempted today in baseball and 
have been throughout the history of baseball. 

The Cuarrman. All right. But it would still be exempt under 
your bill? I am speaking of your bill. 

Mr. Harris. It has worked fine so far. I would like to see it 
continue. 

The CuarrMan. But yours would be applicable to various sports? 

Mr. Harris. Only those four. 

The CHarrMan. The ones you mentioned. 

Carry it one step further. If there were a conspiracy by two own- 
ers, in any of these sports to monopolize all playing talent, that too 
would be exempted under your bill ? 

Mr. Harris. That is a contract. That is a matter of contract be- 
tween the baseball owner and the player himself. 

The Cuairman. Suppose there is a combination of 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 
owners getting together and saying, “We are going to try to control 
all this talent”? 

Mr. Harris. Well, again, I repeat, the gentleman is trying to pick 
something out of thin air that cannot exist, that has never existed, 
that does not exist today. 

The Cuarrman. Let me make this inquiry. Suppose all club own- 
ers in one of these organized sports conspired to blacklist and actually 
did blacklist certain players in order to prevent competition by rival 
or new leagues. Do you think that kind of activity should be 
exempted from the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. I certainly do, because it is not apt to happen. 
It won’t likely happen. 

The Cuarrman. It did happen. 

Mr. Harris. That is what brought the Radovich case along. 

The CuarrMan. You say it is not likely to happen. But it did 
happen. Isn’t that true? 

r. Harris. Well, it happened in that unfortunate case, but you 
will have to remember that at the time it came to a head, the All 
American League involved had gone out of existence, and what activ- 
ity there was, was merged with the National Football League. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think that the court should or should not 
have authority to prevent teams in these organized sports from con- 
spiring to blacklist a player because he did not come to terms with 
a particular club? 

r. Harris. I do not think it would be best to extend that authorit 
to the Federal Government under the antitrust laws, because I thi 
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that it would be better handled and the opportunities for these boys 
and the American public would be sential more so by the exemption. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think the courts should or should not have 
authority to prohibit boycotting of a club which hired a blacklisted 
player ? 

Mr. Harris. No; I do not. 

The CHarrmaAn. In your judgment, should the courts have au- 
thority to rule on an agreement by all clubs in organized baseball, for 
example, whereby no club will allow any of its facilities, such as ball 
parks, to be used by anyone employing a blacklisted player ? 

Mr. Harris. Well, my answer, of course, is in this bill that I am 
sponsoring and strongly supporting. That is, to exempt all these 
activities because, I think, it can be handled better otherwise. 

The Cuarrman. If a complete exemption from the antitrust laws 
were provided for professional baseball, football, basketball, and 
hockey, could not the management of these enterprises carry on black- 
lists and boycotts with impunity ? 

Mr. Harris. I cannot conceive of it and get by with it. 

The CuarrMan. But it is possible, is it not, under this bill ? 

Mr. Harris. Well, I suppose it would be possible, but I said I can- 
not conceive of it at all. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, the courts could not do anything 
about it. 

Mr. Harris. The courts could not do anything about it, but there 
is, in my opinion, one kind of operation in this country, or judgment. 
That is the American people. ‘That is even higher than the courts. 

The Cuarrman. But, until it gets to the American people, some- 
times great harm can be done. 

Mr. Harris. This is before the American people every day. 

The Cuatrman. Have you sought to obtain the views of manage- 
ment and players in these four sports enterprises ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

The Carman. With respect to the feasibility of a complete ex- 
emption from the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Harris. Yes, sir. I certainly have. 

The CHarrMan. Would you care to indicate the people? 

Mr. Harrts. So far as all of their activities are concerned, I could 
not go that far, but the two major operations in the field of profes- 
sional football, which as I say, is the matter that, from my viewpoint, 
we are trying to reach here, and the management of the National Foot- 
ball League, the leaders, including the commissioner himself, are 100 

ercent or all out in support of this legislation, because they think it 
is the way to correct or clear up the problem, and that is true with the 
management of or the leadership in the National League and the 
American League of baseball. 

The Cuamman. Are they all for complete exemption from the anti- 
trust laws? 

Mr. Harrts. All that I have had any contact with at all. 

The Cramman. Did you discuss the matter with anybody connected 
with the hockey leagues ? 

Mr. Harris. I did not. 

The CratrmMan. Did you discuss the matter with anybody con- 
nected with the basketball league ? 
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Mr. Harris. No; I did not. I had some person to call me who pur- 

rts that he represents the boxing industry, and he was very anxious, 
on behalf of that industry, to have it included. 

The Cuarrman. Why shouldn’t boxing be included ? 

Mr. Harris. I do not think it is the same kind of sport. At first, 
I thought about it, but it is not the same kind of recreation as this is, 
because it does not require organizational activity. You have one 
man. That one man enjoys the entire contract himself, and the pro- 
ceeds from that operation. 

The Cuarrman. Do you mean it is not a team? There is no team 
involved ? 

Mr. Harris. That is right. 

The Cuamman. What about Jai Alai? 

Mr. Harris. I must confess, I saw one game of Jai Alai in my life. 
That was in Mexico. 

The Crarrman. How about professional bowling? There are teams 
all over the country in professional bowling leagues. 

Mr. Harris. Not that go out into the general public, like organized 
baseball. 

The CuarrmMan. You would be surprised at the tremendous interest 
that has been developed. 

Mr. Harris. A tremendous interest, but they go to the bowling alley, 
and everybody who is down there can operate it. They compete with 
each other there. It is no commercial proposition now, except for 
prizes and what they get out of how good they are. 

The Cratrman. May T indicate, in reference to your complete 
exemption, what the following stated : 

Mr. Philip Wrigley, owner of the Chicago Cubs, testified before 
this committee in 1951 as follows: 

Personally, I would not be in favor of baseball being exempt from the anti- 
trust laws. 

It is on page 754 of the 1951 hearings. 

Are you familiar with that statement ? 

Mr. Harris. No; Iam not. 

The CHarrman, Would you like to comment on Mr. Wrigley’s 
statement ? 

Mr. Harris. Well, I certainly would not want to comment on a 
statement that someone made which I have not talked to about it. 

The Cxarrman, I wonder whether you would like to comment on 
the statement before this committee in 1951, by Mr. Leslie M. O’Connor, 
who was formerly secretary-treasurer in the office of the commissioner 
of organized baseball and is now president of the Pacific Coast League. 
That was on page 755 of the hearings. 

I am in entire accord * * * with your views that the bills as presented * * * 
are very, very much too broad. I do not think baseball, just as Mr. Wrigley 
testified, should have any complete blanket carte blanche exemption from the 
antitrust laws. 

Do you care to comment on that, sir? 

Mr. Harris. I observed just a few weeks ago all of it—that is, most 
if not all—of the owners of the baseball clubs had a meeting in Florida 
at which time, according to all reports, they formulated plans by which 
they would present their position and their problems to the Congress, 
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and if I recall correctly, the committee that was established and sent 
down there, made its way to Washington the following week and 
tramped all over this Hill trying to get their situation cleared up. 

The Cuarrman. Your bill gives complete carte blanche exemptions 
for everything. 

Mr. Harris. Well, it is that way with baseball today, and I don’t 
hear the leaders in the baseball industry rushing in here to change it. 
What they are afraid of, is that some other decision might come along 
that will modify that one. That is my understanding. 

The Cuarrman. Would you care to comment on this statement made 
by a member of this committee who was formerly a member of the 
subcommittee; a dearly loved gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Willis. 
He said on page 756 of the 1951 hearings that a similar bill would: 

Give organized sports control over communications, television, radio, what 
they shall advertise or not advertise, one product to the exclusion of the others, 
and, in general, organized sports thereby could do anything they pleased on 
this earth and be free from the effect of the antitrust laws. 

Would you care to comment on that? 

Mr. Harris. I cannot agree with it. It does not go that far and it 
does not permit the broadcasting industry to enter into such a con- 
spiracy. 

P The CuarrMan. I am sorry, but I hope I did not wound your sensi- 
bilities by these questions. I know it is done in the spirit of good will 
and courtesy. 

Mr. Harris. I appreciate that. I am very glad to have had this 
opportunity to respond to the gentleman’s very pertinent questions. I 
regret if I have taken too much time with my answers. 

Mr. Rocers. Do you have any objection to having added to your bill 
horseracing ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes; I think I would. 

Mr. Rocers. Why ? 

Mr. Harris. Because I think it is an entirely different kind of op- 
eration in the form of recreation, that, in the first place, I have not 
had the opportunity to run it down to see what the status of horserac- 
ing is insofar as anitrust law is concerned ; but I do not think it would 
be the kind of recreational activity that would have the same tech- 
niques and therefore, should be subject to the same rules of organized 
professional baseball, football, and so forth. 

Mr. Rogers. It has been pointed out to me that out at Griffith Sta- 
dium, there is a little discrimination. If you buy a ticket and go to 
the bleachers, you can buy beer. If you go down to the grandstand, 
you cannot. Do you think that is something that should be regu- 
lated—or maybe the owners figure that the fans may throw the beer 
cans at the umpires. Is that a reasonable regulation; would you say ? 

Mr. Harris. I think it is just as dangerous out there in the bleachers. 
I was at a world series game at St. Louis one time, when I saw what 
happened to Joe Medwick out there when something happened; he 
did not have the good will of certain fans, and when we saw the 
bottles that came from the stands, it presented a pretty dangerous 
situation. Those are things, I say to my colleague, though, that are 
in the management and operation of this business, and in my humble 
judgment, would not be in the ee interest to say that the Federal 
Government and the courts should control it. 
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Mr. Rocers. We are dealing with the question of antitrust legisla- 
tion; your committee would have jurisdiction over something else. 

Mr. Harris. I appreciate that. 

Mr. Rogers. As we understand it, your position is unalterably to 
the effect that anything dealing with team sports should have carte 
blanche authority from any of the provisions of the antitrust laws? 
I am referring to football, baseball, basketball, and hockey. 

Mr. Harris. Yes; because they are the major organized sports. 

Mr. Rogers. Yes. 

Mr. Harris. That provide a recreation for the American people. 

Mr. Rocers. And they should be free carte blanche to violate the 
antitrust laws. 

Mr. Harris. I don’t say that; no. I think they should be exempted 
from the antitrust laws.. Therefore, they would not be wialaee, 

Mr. Rogers. In other words, you feel its business activity is separate 
and distinct from ordinary commercial business ¢ 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

Mr. Rogers. So that you cannot see a similarity between that busi- 
ness and any other business that may be in interstate commerce? 

Mr. Harris. I think the major thing we got to keep in mind is the 
effect on the American public and what kind of service this provides. 

Mr. Rogers. Do you mean by that, that the American public re- 
action to management’s operation of its business would be such that 
its approach will be determined by its ability to do fair:play. Is 
that what you are talking about? 

Mr. Harris. Yes; with this addition. That if it is placed in the 
control of the Federal Government, under the antitrust laws, my great 
fear is that you will destroy this kind of recreation—sports, 

Mr. Rocers. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Keatrine. I want to get back to this movie question. Do you 
think the chairman can save the movies by closing up the ball parks? 

Mr. Harris. Not at all. I don’t think he would improve the movies 
by doing that. 

Mr. Kearttne. In other words, people who go to see baseball and 
football games would not, for the most part, go to the movies if you 
closed up the ball parks and football stadiums. 

Mr. Harris. They are going to go to another kind of recreation in 
the way of sports. There was a time, even in my lifetime as a young- 
ster, when we had baseball teams or football teams in every community, 
everywhere you turned around—semipro clubs, and they do it now 
in many places. It was better organized at that time, when you did 
not go into it for the professional services that we rendered or the 
finances we got out of it. We liked it, and the people in the communi- 
ties liked it. They will go tosee it. If you can develop a Babe Ruth 
or some other of these great sportsmen, that become the ideal of the 
American children, the boys of this great country, that generates the 
kind of life and character into those boys, then we are contributing 
something to it; but if you put it on the basis that is the kind of 
business that is acceptable to that kind of treatment, then you destroy 
the right and the opportunity of that boy to have his ideal on the 
football field or on the baseball field. 

Mr. Kratina. I share your sentiments, in most that you have testi- 
fied about except during this last questioning about radio and TV and 
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concessions. Your general principles, I agree with. Of course, you 
recognize that while, as you say, your bill is directed primarily to foot- 
ball, and these other sports, since baseball is now exempt. 

Mr. Harris. Football, basketball, and hockey. I don’t know to what 
— it is necessary so far as hockey is concerned, to tell you the 
truth. 

Mr. Keatrne. Your reason for that statement I assume is that base- 
ball is now exempt from the antitrust laws. However, you would 
agree, would you not, that there is a language in the Radovich decision 
which indicates that if a question affecting the antitrust immunity of 
baseball were again presented to the Supreme Court, the Court might 
place baseball under the antitrust laws ? 

Mr. Harris. Well, I would agree with that statement, in view of the 
recent decision of the Supreme Court. That is the reason I include 
baseball here, to make it doubly sure. 

Mr. Keatine. That is my feeling. You just don’t know what the 
Supreme Court might do with regard to any of these sports. 

The Cuarrman. Will the gentleman yield? Is it the gentleman’s 
opinion that the Gardella case, decided by the 2d circuit court in New 
York, is still law? 

Mr. Keattne. I think it is impossible to say with any degree of 
certainty, in the light of the Radovich opinion, what the situation with 
regard to baseball is today. 

The Cuarmman. That is why it is so imperative for us to act. 

Mr. Keating. I think it is desirable that we clarify the situation but 
if we have to have either your bill or the one of the gentleman from 
Arkansas, I prefer the gentleman from Arkansas’ bill. 

Mr. Harris. I would like to say, if the gentleman will permit, I 
think he is correct, because if a court later on would consider this sub- 
ject and would conclude that no more harm would be done in overrul- 
ing it, than in upholding the ruling, that it would rule otherwise, 
Now, that is the implication I get. They are going to make a decision, 
from what their judgment would be, the harm or the degree of harm 
that it might be. I cannot see that. I just cannot indaeahatia that 
kind of a rule. 

Mr. Keattne. Your basis of opposition to the chairman’s position 
is that the Court, if all these sports were under the antitrust laws, 
would be apt to strike down practices which are fundamental to the 
successful operation of these sports and to the enjoyment of the gen- 
eral public? 

Mr. Harers. Yes. I would thoroughly agree, because I like to see 
the people have the opportunity to go to the baseball game in the after- 
noon, as the case might be, and then go to the theater that night, if they 
want to, in New York or any other place. 

Mr. Krattna. Well, the chairman has not gone so far as to say the 
opera would be affected by the closing up of these baseball parks, but 
I agree with you, that if you closed up these ball parks the effect on the 
theater or on other places of entertainment, would be miniscule. 

The CuarrmMan. Will the gentleman yield? I did not make any as- 
sertion along those lines. I asked as to the reasons for exempting one 
and not the other, since both are recreational. There might be some 
effect like that. I did not say there would be. 

Mr. Keatine. Your question, I thought, was that that would be 
the effect. 


a enn 
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Now, I want to ask you a question or two directed toward enlisting 
your able support behind the approach that Mr. Byrnes, several others 
and myself have taken to this problem. Would you agree that it 
would not be destructive to professional team sports to place their 
purely business aspects under the antitrust laws and leave those prac- 
tices essential to the successful operation of these sports free from 
antitrust enforcement ? 

Mr. Harris. I have great difficulty and I have considered the gentle- 
man’s bill, but I have great difficulty in trying to visualize what the 
effect of it would be. Now, as I interpret your bill, you say that the 
provisions of the antitrust laws—and you name them as I do, here— 
shall apply to organized professional sports, enterprises of football, 
baseball, basketball, hockey. Then you provide an exception. Now, 
one time you open the door and say that the recreational business, the 
service, all organized sports, shall be brought under the antitrust 
law. Then you leave for development within the exception, for the 
Government to determine which phase of that operation in the excep- 
tion that you have here, would come under the provision of the act, 
and which phase of it would not; which part of it is business. You 
say contracts and agreements between leagues, between clubs; refer- 
ence to the rights of players; and soon. Well, certainly, that would 
be a part of the business, you except on one hand, and on the other 
hand, you take it in. 

Mr. Keatine. The four listed exceptions are not intended to imply 
that they are not businesses of a certain character. 

Mr. Harris. I tell you what I would prefer. I would prefer ap- 
proaching it on the basis of the bill that I presented here, and if the 
committee found there were certain practices that were against the 
public interest, then to outline those practices. In other words, do not 
extend the operation to the provisions of the act, but say that these 
particular sports shall not become a part of the antitrust laws, and 
then if there are certain phases or certain kinds of fringe operations 
that are going on that ought not to be, then let the committee try to 
find out what they are during the course of these hearings, and set out 
what they are. 

Mr. Keatine. In other words, sort of a reverse approach. 

Mr. Harris. If it has got to be done, I would much prefer to see it 
approached that way. 

r. Knatine. Well now, is there not merit to the argument that inso- 
far as these clubs engage in purely business activities, such as radio 
and television contracts, and the sale of popcorn and peanuts, they are 
more on a parity with ordinary business han they are when they en- 
gage in such activities as their dealings with their players and their 
dealings with other clubs ? 

Mr. Harris. I can see there would be some justification for that 
viewpoint, but I would like to remind you, however, that the contracts 
with the broadcasting industry, the concessions of these different 
stadiums or clubs, are a vital part of the business itself, and because 
of that, they are able to pay on players and carry on the sporting 
ey as a sport, where otherwise, they probably would aces here 
today. 

Mr. Kratine. In other words—— 

Mr. Harris. But I would not want to go so far, if the gentleman 
would permit, and we will take care of that in my humble judgment if 
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anything needs to be taken care of, within the broadcasting FCC Act 
itself. I would not want to go so far as to say that you could permit 
a commercial activity to come in and grab off the cream of something 
on the basis of paying them four or five million dollars for a particular 
thing, and exclude the rest of the public, and that is precisely what 
could be done in case of a world series activity, if some of the other 
broadcasting activity that some other companies want to put into effect, 
would permit. I would not be for that. I am not going to be for that 
kind of an operation. fh 

Mr. Katine. Well, the object of the approach that you and I have 
to this problem—about which you have expressed concern and about 
which I am concerned—is that we do not want to ruin these sports 
and get a very adverse reaction from the general public. 

Mr. Harris. We will bring it 

Mr. Kearrna. That you agree, is the group that should receive the 
greatest consideration. 

Mr. Harris. I remember in the early forties when we brought about 
the first pension for Congressmen and what resulted was worry birds 
and bundles-for-Congress and all that; and when the sentiment of the 
American public was brought forcibly on the Members of Congress, 
you saw Congress immediately repealed that provision. 

Mr. Keatine. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. I want to say this at this point, if I may. Will the 
gentleman yield ? 

Mr. Keattne. I will be glad to yield. 

The Cuatrman,. Of course, the implication is that my bill, or some- 
thing like it, would ruin baseball. I have quite an opinion to the 
contrary. 

Mr. Harris. I know the gentleman has good intentions. I would 
not allege at all that he had that in mind. 

Mr. Keatrne. You are right. 

The Cuarmman. Thank you. 

Mr. Kearttne. He always has good intentions. 

Mr. Harris. But [ disagree with the results. 

The Cuarrman. That may be, but I disagree with your statement. 
It is true that in 1951 there was considerable sentiment, but my mail 
today is different from what it was in 1951 and 1952, because of 
certain activities that have occurred since then. And, certainly, in 
the last few months, there has been a very decided turn of opinion. 
It is very well to have these hearings because of various changes in 
some of these sports. 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

Mr. Keattnea. I disagree with the chairman about any change in 
sentiment. I think the fans of this country want us to keep our fingers 
out of baseball and other sports, just as much as they ever did. 

The CuarrmMan. The Supreme Court says it is up to us to act. 

Mr. Kratrne. To that extent, I agree with the chairman. If we do 
not go into at least baseball, the next time a baseball case gets into 
the Supreme Court, the Court may knock down some of the very 
practices which have made the sport the great sport it is today. 
IT expect the professional baseball people agree that this committee is 
performing a good public service in trying to straighten this thing 
out. I presume they support the approach the gentleman from 
Arkansas takes and with which I agree, perhaps, 80 or 90 percent. 
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Mr. Harris. I was going to say the gentleman’s bill and my bill 
are not too far apart. I cannot think of many things that are ex- 
empted, that are not included in these four categories that you out- 
line. 

Mr. Keatrine. As to that point, I have no great pride of authorship 
about listing items which should not be under the antitrust laws, 
and am open to any suggestions that the gentleman from Arkansas 
might care to make. 

Mr. Harris. If you knew what the gentleman was trying to reach. 

Mr. Keartine. What the gentlemen from Arkansas chiens the bill 
ought to say is that these sports are completely exempt from the an- 
titrust laws, except in the following respects. The bill would then 
go on to list the exceptions. 

Mr. Harris. If there are certain fringe practices that do not affect 
what we are all interested in; that is, the general recreation itself. 

Mr. Keatine. That is right. 

Mr. Harris. And those things, to be determined, should not be 
brought in line with this and prohibited. I would like to see them 
outlined. I would like to know what they are, because I cannot 
think of them. 

Mr. Kearttne. Let me ask the gentleman this: Suppose the com- 
mittee decided the way to approach it was to say that these sports are 
under the antitrust laws, except in the following respects. 

Mr. Harris. I would be very, very dubious of it, 

Mr. Kearina. Are there items other than the 4 listed on page 2 
of my bill which the gentleman from Arkansas feels might harm 
these sports unless they were included ? 

Mr. Harris. Where I disagree and have a great deal of concern is 
that you say that this business shall be subject to the antitrust laws, 
and then you try to then exclude. But, as you say, 90 percent of it 
is yours. Now, if it is going to work that way, we don’t know what 
trouble we are in, for something which we cannot foresee. Let’s say 
that it shall not be subject to the antitrust laws, and if we have 
something that we want to pick out and say it is bad, let’s pick it out 
and say that it is excepted. _ ; : yy t 

Mr. Keatine. W ell, I think, in the interest of expediting it, that 
is all I will ask now. ng certainly appreciate the gentleman’s interest 
in the problem, and I think he has made a fine contribution here 
this morning. 

Mr. Harris. Thank you. 

Mr. Keattnc. And I am happy to have an ally in my battle with 
the chairman, 

Mr. Harris. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Mier. I think the gentleman probably knows that I more or 
less subscribe to his philosophical views. I am very glad to have the 
gentleman on my side. 

Mr. Harris. I am very glad to be on his side. 

Mr. Miter. I made a statement earlier that I thought hearings 
should be held, and must be held, on this matter in order to eliminate 
the confusion which now exists. 

Mr. Harrts. I agree. 

Mr. Mitzer. The gentleman noted, I think, in the 1935 resolution 
passed by the players. 
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Mr. Harrts. No. By the National Football League—the man- 
agement. 

Mr. Miter. By the owners of the franchise. 

Mr. Harris. As to how they shall deal with the players. 

Mr. Mitxer. In support of the draft? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

Mr. Miter. What is the gentleman’s opinion of the fact that in 
1957, a later, all of the players—— 

Mr. Harris. 1957? 

Mr. Miter. 1957; that all of the players in the football association 
simply asked that the owner recognize a players’ association, which 
the owner refused to do. Does the gentleman have any comments on 
that ? 

Mr. Harris. I would support the players in that request, and I 
think that management owes it to the players. If they want to bar- 
gain for their own best interests, they are bargaining for the best 
interest of the industry itself, but I do not think it ought to be done 
by extending the business to the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Mier. I agree. 

Mr. Harris. Mr. Chairman, may I thank the members of the com- 
mittee, and ask that I have included in the record my own statement 
when I introduced the bill, together with a copy of a telegram which 
I received from the commissioner, Bert Bell, on the subject, and a 
statement which had been prepared on the subject. 

The Cuatrrman. It will be received for the record. 

(The statement of Oren Harris, Member of Congress; the telegram, 
and statement, Radovich v. National Football League, et al., are as 


follows :) 


STATEMENT OF OREN Harris, MemMpBer OF CONGRESS 


On February 25, last Monday, the Supreme Court of the United States handed 
down a decision which, from the general statements made about it in the press, 
indicates that organized professional football has been held to be subject to 
what are generally referred to as the antitrust laws of this country. 

As yet, the complete decision is not available for careful scrutiny and study, 
and when it is available I may wish to make a further statement on this sub- 
ject. However, on two previous occasions in its history the Supreme Court 
has ruled to the effect that organized baseball does not come within the terms 
of the so-called antitrust laws, and this seems to me to create an anomaly 
which should be resolved by legislation. ‘Therefore, I am introducing today a 
bill which will make the four acts, commonly referred to as the antitrust laws, 
that is, the Sherman Act, the Clayton Act, the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
and the Robinson-Patman Antidiscrimination Act, inapplicable to organized 
professional sports enterprises and to acts in the conduct of such enterprises 
in the specific sports of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey. Thus, legis- 
latively, it will be clear to the courts that Congress does not intend the conduct 
of these four major sports to be subject to the antitrust laws of this country. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., March 13, 1957. 
Hon. OREN HArgIis, 
Chairman, Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, 
New House Building, House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C.: 


Walter Wolfner tells me you desire information relating to reserve clause and 
player selection system of National Football League. These two most important 
parts of our program, in my opinion, provide the lifeblood of our league. As to 
reserve clause our contracts call for player to play for 1 year with 1 year option 
by club to retain his services for 1 additional year and not beyond. Player 
who signs 1-year contract with said option and plays out his option year without 
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signing new contract becomes free agent. This is best sports contract I know of 
in United States and places player in good bargaining position. I doubt very 
much if this is generally known by the public. As to selection of players, some- 
times referred to as the draft, our system tends to equalize so far as possible the 
competitive strength of each team and competition is the most important product 
of NFL; a product wihch, in my opinion, is for the best interest of the American 
public. Once each year at election meeting, teams with poorest standing re- 
ceive first choices of prospective candidates while teams with best standing are 
last ones to select in rotation. Thus teams tend to equalize thémselves to extent 
that each game becomes an interesting competitive sports contest no matter which 
teams may be competing on given day. This has made it possible for us to 
secure television from coast to coast and likewise has made possible substantial 
increases both in player salaries and in attendance. Am sending you separate 
mail copies of our constitution and bylaws record and rules manual and form 
of standard players contract. Should you desire further information please 
advise me. I want you to know both for myself and for all of us in professional 
football that we deeply appreciate your interest in what we believe will be 
proper legislation for the preservation of such a national sport as professional 
football is. 


Bert Berri, Commissioner. 


RapovicH Vv. NATIONAL FootBALt LEAGUE ET AL. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR PETITION FOR REHEARING 
Constitutional aspects 


The application of all law must be uniform under the constitutional guaranties. 
By the decision of the Supreme Court in the Radovich case, the antitrust laws 
have been applied to professional football but not to professional baseball, two 
team sports substantially identical in character and in method of operation, 
particularly with reference to crossing interstate lines and the radio broad- 
casting and televising of the games played. 

The Supreme Court, on page 6 of its opinion, states it was careful to restrict 
the Toolsen case (the last decision of the Court on baseball) “only so far as it 
(the United States Supreme Court) ‘determined that Congress had no intention 
of including the business of baseball within the scope of antitrust laws.’ ” 

The foregoing statement of the Court leads to a constitutional absurdity. 
If, as the Supreme Court determined in the Toolsen case, Congress had no 
intention of including the business of baseball within the scope of the antitrust 
laws, Congress necessarily had no intention of including any other professional 
sport similar to baseball. Otherwise, the antitrust laws would be unconstitu- 
tional for if Congress intended to exclude baseball alone and to include other 
professional sports similar to it, then Congress would have been guilty of special 
legislation which would be unconstitutional. It necessarily follows that the 
Supreme Court having determined that Congress intended to exclude baseball, 
it also intended to include similar sports. 

By its decision in the Radovich case, the Supreme Court has imputed to Con- 
gress an unconstitutional intent in the enactment of antitrust legislation. The 
Court has implemented that unjustified imputation by holding in the Radovich 
case that professional football is subject to the antitrust laws while reiterating 
by reference to the Toolsen decision that professional baseball is not. 

Consistency requires the Supreme Court to interpret the antitrust laws as 
not applying to professional football in view of the fact that the Court had held 
such laws did not apply to baseball. 

The Supreme Court, not Congress, is to blame for the discrimination which 
has now been made between baseball and football. The Court should have 
interpreted the inaction of Congress after the decision in Federal Baseball (the 
first decision of the Court in a baseball case) as evincing an intention of Congress 
that professional sports were not to be subjected to the antitrust laws, rather 
than as the Court has concluded that Congress’ inaction evinces an intention 
to exclude baseball alone. 


Practical aspects 


The Supreme Courf in the Radovich case says that it continued to hold the 
umbrella over baseball in the Toolsen case because it was concluded that more 
harm would be done in overruling the Federal Baseball decision than in uphold- 

QR707—57—pt. 1——-4 
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ing its ruling in that case. The Court said vast efforts had gone into the 
development and organization of baseball since the decision in Federal Baseball 
and enormous capital had been invested in reliance on the permanence of that 
decision. The Court also points out that it was motivated in its Toolsen decision 
because of the flood of litigation that would have followed its first decision on 
baseball, the harassment that would ensue and the retroactive effect of a decision 
LOius. g vaseball as within the scope of the antitrust laws. These very same 
arguments completely apply to professional football, which clearly aid the right 
to rely upon the Uecision in Federal Baseball. The essential characteristics of 
both baseball and football are the same. 

A careful study of the Court's opinion in the Radovich case would lead any 
lawyer to the conclusion that the Court is not aware of the fact that under our 
Constitution where two persons are in the same kind of business, the antitrust 
laws must be applied to both. 

The decision in the Radovich case has placed the Court in the disdainful 
position of having public ridicule heaped upon it. One current joke about the 
decision is that football was brought under the antitrust laws by the Court 
because the ball used is larger than a baseball. Neither lawyer nor layman 
can understand what brought the Court to the absurd decision upholding base- 
ball as not under the antitrust laws while football is. 

The Court itself recognizes its untenable decision by stating that “if this 
ruling is unrealistic, inconsistent, or illogical, ete. * * *.” Passing the problem 
on to Congress is no solution. First of all, the Court has already concluded 
that Congress by its inaction since the decision in Federal Baseball intended to 
exclude baseball. The Court in the Radovich opinion says that it has concluded 
“that the orderly way to eliminate error or discrimination is by legislation and 
not by court decision.” By such language, the Court indicates it has failed 
to recognize that it was its error, not the error of Congress. Moreover, if, as 
the Court has held, Congress intended to exclude baseball, then what reason is 
there for the Court to assume that Congress will, by future legislation, include 
baseball. And if Congress amends the antitrust laws to include specifically 
baseball, it would be the first time in the history of its legislation it singled 
out one element in an industry for particular application of a law enacted. 

The Supreme Court’s reference, in the Radovich opinion, to Davis v. Depart- 
ment of Labor and United States v. Rutkin as authority for “passing the buck” 
to Congress is extremely strange. For in the Davis case the decision there re- 
ferred to, which apparently impelled Congress to amend, resulted in an amend- 
ment which, as the Court found in the Davis case, created confusion rather than 
eliminating discrimination. The Court’s opinion in the Rutkin case has no more 
to do with the problem created by the Radovich decision than has the ruling 
in Shelley’s case. 


The CuatrMan. As previously indicated by the chair, we had three 
other witnesses scheduled for this morning. However, due to the 
hour and the necessity of being on the floor, the committee will recon- 
vene on Wednesday at 10 o’clock, at which time we will hear from the 
Honorable John W. Byrnes, of Wisconsin; the Honorable Victor R. 
Hansen, Assistant Attorney General; and Mr. Earl Kintner, General 
Counsel of the Federal Trade Commission. 

In the afternoon, we will have Representative A. S. Herlong, Ford 
C. Frick, commissioner of baseball, and George M. Trautman, 
president, National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 

Mr. Hansen. I have arranged to be here this morning, and have 
made plans to leave tomorrow at noon, for the west coast. I will not 
return until Monday. I spoke to the chairman as I left and I suggestd 
to him—to which he concurred—I might file my statement, which is 
rather completed. Should the committee desire to question me next 
Monday, I will be very happy to appear. 

The CuarrmMan. We will accept your statement at this time. Should 
there be any question and we want you later, we know that you will 
cooperate. 
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Mr. Hansen. Thank you very much. 
(The statement of Victor R. Hansen, Assistant Attorney General, 
is as follows) : 


STATEMENT BY VicToR R. HANSEN, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL IN CHARGE OF 
THE ANTITRUST DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, ON SPORTS AND THE ANTI- 
TRUST LAWS 


I appear today at your chairman’s request to present this Department’s views 
on the various pending bills involving sports and the antitrust laws. Assaying 
this task, my plan is, first, to set as general background the present status of 
antitrust’s application to a variety of sports. That background, I believe, should 
be helpful to a consideration, second, of the issues raised by the variety of 
pending bills. 

I. PRESENT STATUS OF THE LAW 


With the recent Supreme Court decisions inyolving baseball,’ boxing,? and 
football,® attention has again been focused on the relationship of the business of 
professional sports and the antitrust laws. This relationship has, because of 
the widespread interest in professional sports throughout this country, always 
attracted much attention. But, I suggest, another reason has been the challeng- 
ing problems posed by the application of the Sherman Act to professional sports. 
And despite the self-admitted “limited competence in matters athletic” that 
many lawyers must share with Mr. Justice Frankfurter,‘ lawyers are, nonethe- 
less, attracted to this area. 

The Supreme Court itself reflects difficulties inherent in the application of 
the antitrust laws to sports: for in the four decisions rendered on the jurisdic- 
tional aspects of the problem, the Court has only once rendered a unanimous 
opinion.® 

The fact that there appears to be no unanimity of opinion as to what to do 
about professional sports stems from the split personality of the animal: On the 
one hand, professional sports such as baseball, football, boxing, basketball, 
hockey, and other sports, excluding racing, represent businesses grossing revenues 
of something like $150 million a year. In 1955 the sports-going public spent 
$231 million to attend both amateur and professional sport spectacles.’ 

On the other hand, professional sports represent contests of skill between com- 
peting teams or individuals. Elaborate rules and regulations have been promul- 
gated, especially in the case of the team sports, to promote and maintain a certain 
degree of athletic equality between the competing teams. This, of course, has 
brought about the cooperation and combination of athletic and business com- 
petitors. And it is this cooperation and combination that has raised the question 
of Sherman Act violation. 


Status of individual professional sports 


1. Boxing.—Problems of individual professional sports, however, are not so 
ambiguous. To my view, for example, there is no reasonable basis for exempting 
the business of professional boxing from antitrust. Indeed, this is the only 
sports area in which the Antitrust Division has made a direct frontal attack on 
a business based on a sport.. And the result has been that the group of men 
controlling the business of promoting professional championship boxing contests 


1Toolson v. New York Yankees, 346 U. 8S. 356 (1953). 

2 United States v. International Boring Club, 348 U. S. 236 (1954). 

8 Radovich v. National Football League, 352 U. 8S. 445 (1957). 

* Dissenting opinion of Mr. Justice Frankfurter, id. at 455. 
imtn wee Club of Baltimore v. National League of Professional Baseball Clubs, 

* Gate <a in 1954 were $104,000,000 (1954 Census of Business, Selected Services, 
United States Summary, p. 5). 

No accurate figures are available as to total receipts from food concessions and sale of 
radio, television, and motion-picture rights. However, an indication of their importance is 
gained from a published estimate that major league baseball in 1956 will receive an esti- 
mated $6.8 million from television contracts and that each of the 16 major league clubs 
will average receipts of $400,000 from food and other concession sales (Business Week, 
Home Runs on the Balance Sheet, April 14, 1956, p. 163). 

™Survey of Current Business, national income number, July 1956, p. 26. 

* Two other cases have been filed by the Department: United States v. National Football 
League, 116 F. Supp. 319 (EB. -D. Pa., 1953) and United*States v. National Wrestling Al- 
lance, Civil Action No. 3—729 (S. D: Iowa, 1956). 

The Football case involved only restrictions on the sale of radio and television rights. 
The Wrestling case was terminated by a contemporaneous consent decree. 
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have been held by the district court in New York City, Judge Ryan, to have 
violated sections 1 and 2 of the Sherman Act.’ 

The Supreme Court had previously held that the business involved “the pro- 
motion of professional championship boxing contests on a multi-State basis, 
coupled with the sale of rights to televise, broadcast, and film the contests for 
interstate commerce” constitutes trade or commerce among the several States 
“within the meaning of the Sherman Act.” ” 

While the Boxing case involved only the promotion of championship contests, 
it is clear that the holdings of both the Supreme Court and the district court 
would encompass all of professional boxing, providing the requisite jurisdictional 
facts are present. And the record in the Boxing case indicates that those juris- 
dictional facts—chiefly substantial income from saie of television and radio 
rights—do exist. 

The Boxing case, however, did not present the difficult problems present in 
baseball and other team sports. The simple reason is that boxing is based on a 
contest between two individuals. The rules and regulations governing such a 
contest are promulgated and enforced by the several State authorities. The Gov- 
ernment’s case dealt only with the purely business aspects of the promotion of 
boxing contests and not with any rules or regulations governing the conduct of 
the sport itself. 

There is nothing inherent in boxing contests which dictates the desirability 
of vesting the right to promote and stage such contests in one group of persons. 
Thus, Judge Ryan held that the practice of the defendants in extracting exclusive 
agreements from boxers was “a device for perpetuating their control of profes- 
sional world championship contests * * *,” rejecting the defendants’ arguments 
as. to the reasonableness of the practice in relation to the promotion of the 
sport.’ 

The rule of the Boxing case, as it is applicable generally, is, then, that where 
the sport consists of contests between two individuals, restraints on the business 
of promoting such contests will be dealt with in the same manner as all other 
business restraints. The aura surrounding the term “sports” will not cast any 
protective glow around the business stemming from such a sport. 

2. Baseball.—A team sport like baseball, for example, may pose more difficult 
problems. In 1922 the Supreme Court held, in a private antitrust action charg- 
ing the major leagues with conspiring to monopolize the business of giving 
exhibitions of baseball for profit, that baseball games are “purely State affairs” 
and, therefore, businesses based on them are not interstate commerce under the 
Sherman Act.” 

In 1953 the Supreme Court, in another private antitrust action, brought by a 
ballplayer who had been barred from playing in organized baseball, was again 
called on to consider whether the “business of providing public baseball games 
for profit * * * was * * * within the scope of the antitrust laws.” In the 
Toolson case, however, it was argued that the impact of the sale of radio and 
television rights coupled with the interstate movement of baseball clubs 
was sufficient to make the business of baseball interstate commerce, and bring 
it within the Sherman Act. The Court, however, “without reexamination of 
the underlying issues,’ upheld the dismissal of the complaint on the “authority” 
of the Federal Baseball case “so far as that decision determines that Congress 
had no intention of including the business of baseball within the scope of the 
Federal antitrust laws.” * 

The Toolson decision was clearly based on a special application of stare decisis 
rather than on any thought that baseball as it is organized today should be 
exempt. To the contrary, the Court has recently stated that were baseball 
before it now for the first time it would hold it amenable to the Sherman Act.” 
Indeed, the Court has stated that the doctrine of Toolson and Federal Baseball 
must yield to any congressional action and continues only at its sufferance.” * 

The rulings of the Supreme Court both in Federal Baseball and Toolson do 
not, however, give complete immunity from the antitrust laws to every aspect 


® United States v. International Bowing Club of New York, Ine., Civil Action No. 74-81 
(S. D. N. Y., March 8, 1957). 

10 United States v. International Bowing Club of New York, Inc., supra, 348 U. S. at 240. 
> 1 pe States v. International Bozing Club of New York, Inc., supra, Finding of Fact 

0. 163. 
® Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore v. National League of Baseball Clubs, supra, at 
208, 209. 

13 —* v. New York Yankees, Inc., supra, at 351, 

4 Thid. 

18 Radovich v. National Football League, supra, at 452. 

16 Tbid. 
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of the business involved. Thus, baseball’s rules dealing directly with the sale 
of radio and television rights are probably within the Sherman Act. Mr. Justice 
Frankfurter in his dissent in the Boxing ease from the majority holding that 
the business of promoting championship boxing contests was within the Sherman 
Act, made it clear that he was of the opinion that direct restraints on “mass 
mediums,” even though involving sports, were not within the exempting influence 
of the Toolson case.“ He stated that his dissent was “concerned only with the 
sport as such, and not with the arrangements by which mass mediums show or 
report bouts. Such arrangements clearly are beyond the scope of the Toolson 
case * * *,7%8 

Evidently organized baseball, itself, recognizes that its rules governing tcle- 
vision and radio may be susceptible to attack under the Sherman Act, for in 
1950 it revised these rules after conferring with the Justice Department.” The 
new regulations “to a great extent lifted the blanket of restraints imposed upon 
the reporting of baseball games via radio and television.” * 

The applicability of the Sherman Act to rules governing the sale of radio and 
television rights to professional sports was upheld in the Football case.* There 
the district court, while agreeing with the defense contention that the business 
of exhibiting professional football games was not “commerce or interstate com- 
merce,” nonetheless held that the restrictions on television and radio imposed 
“substantial restraints on the television and radio industry” and, therefore, 
were cognizable under the Sherman Act regardless of “whether professional 
football by itself is commerce or interstate commerce.” ” 

The district court in distinguishing Federal Baseball and Toolson held that 
those rulings dealt with the “internal operation of professional baseball itself.” * 
The court then stated: 

“* * * the present case basically concerns the league’s restraint of inter- 
state commerce in the radio and television industries. It is obvious that 
whether professional football itself is or is not engaged in interstate commerce 
is immaterial in the present case and that the decisions in the baseball 
cases * * * do not control the present case.” * 

This reasoning is equally applicable to baseball. However, the internal 
structure of organized baseball—with its restraints on players and teams, and 
its apparent policy of keeping out newcomers—is clearly immune from the 
antitrust laws. 

3. Football—Not so with football. The Supreme Court has this term decided 
that professional football is not exempt from the Sherman Act.” In that case 
the plaintiff, a former professional football player, complained that he was 
blacklisted by the National League and its affiliated leagues because he had 
played for a team in a rival league.” The blacklisting had occurred as part of 
a conspiracy to boycott and destroy the rival league which had employed Rado- 
vich.” These activities were part of a plan to maintain a monopoly in the 
exhibition of football games by the National League. 

The Court was thus presented with a complaint which dealt with the internal 
organization of professional football itself. The Court held that businesses 
based on the exhibition of professional football contests are themselves “within 
the coverage of the antitrust laws * * *.”* The Supreme Court made it clear 
that Toolson was once and for all limited to the business of baseball.” 

4. Other professional sports.—The only other court opinion holding a profes- 
sional sport subject to the antitrust laws involves professional basketball.” 
There the district court held, in a brief opinion, that “the business of profes- 
sional basketball, as conducted by the National Basketball League and its con- 


17 348 U.S. at 249, footnote. 

18 Thid. 

. a 18 UD. of Pitt. L. R. 131, 136, footnote 33. 

2 id. 

21 United States v. National Football League, supra. 

#2 1Id., at 327-328. 

* Id., at 328. 

* Tbid. 

2% Radovich v. National Football League, supra. 

% 352 U. S. at 448. 

27 Ibid. at 449. 

% 352 U.S. at 448. 

2? The Radovich case thus reverses the dictum of the earlier Football case in which the 
district court had assumed that the business of football itself, like that of baseball, was 
not interstate commeree. 

%° Washington Pro. Basketball Corp. v. National Basketball Association, 147 F. Supp. 154 
(S. D. N. Y., 1956). 
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stituent teams on a multistate basis, coupled with the sale of rights to televise 
and broadcast the games for interstate transmission, is trade or commerce 
among several States within the meaning of the Sherman Act * * *,”™ 


One alleged restraint exercised by organized professional sports 

Organized professional sports are largely patterned after their largest and 
most successful peer—organized baseball. Since this committee has published 
a report analyzing organized baseball,” much of this discussion will be in terms 
of baseball. However, the discussion is, to a large extent, applicable to football, 
basketball, and hockey, all of which engage in similar activity. 

Before dealing with the practices of organized sports, it might be well to 
briefly explain the per se doctrine of illegality under the Sherman Act. Sec- 
tion 1 of the Sherman Act declares “every contract, combination * * * or con- 
spiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce * * * illegal.” This universal decla- 
ration of illegality, while followed by the courts initially,“ soon gave way to a 
determination that only those restrains which “unduly” or “unreasonably” 
restrain trade are illegal.” Thus, in all restraints-of-trade cases an inquiry is 
ealled for as to whether the acts complained of have a “monopolistic tendency”’ 
unduly diminishing competition.” 

However, there are certain activities as to which no inquiry need be made 
as to reasonableness. Certain activities, by their very nature, eliminate com- 
petition and foster monopoly. Chief among these are conspiracies to fix prices, 
which the courts have held necessarily have the “aim” and “result” of eliminating 
competition.” Equally destructive of competition and, therefore, held to be 
equally unreasonable are conspiracies to divide or allocate territories or mar- 
kets ® or to engage in boycotts.” These practices have come, in antitrust short- 
hand, to be described as per se violations. That is to say, no defense can be 
made as to the reasonableness of the price established, the economic desirability 
of the scheme, or the beneficence of the motives of the conspirators. Such plans 
are conclusively presumed to be unreasonable and, therefore, illegal under the 
Sherman Act.” 

With these principles in mind, we now turn to a consideration of a fundamental! 
principle on which baseball and other team sports are organized—the “reserve” 
player system. 

1. The reserve system.—The reserve clause is a clause in the contract between 
a club and a player which gives the club an exclusive, perpetual option on the 
player’s services.“ However, the reserve clause in the player’s contract does not 


1 Thid. at 155. 

82H. Rept. 2002, 82d Cong., 2d sess., 1952 (referred to hereafter as House report). 

#15 0U.8.C. 1. 

% EK. g., United States v. Trans-Missouri Freight Association, 166 U. 8. 290 (1897). 

% Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey v. United States, 221 U. 8. 1 (1911). In this case the 
Standard Oil trust controlling the oil industry was held to be both a restraint of trade and 
an illegal monopolization of the oil industry. The Court’s opinion is a landmark for its 
enunciation = the rule of reason and its view of the purposes of the Sherman Act. 

%* Ibid., at 57. 

% United States v. Trenton Potteries Co., 273 U. S. 392. This case involved a combina- 
tion to fix the prices at which pottery bathroom fixtures would be sold, as well as to 
maintain such prices by an agreement to sell only to “legitimate” jobbers. The Court 
struck the combination down as illegal per se, holding that the fact that the prices fixed 
were reasonable was of no avail against the conclusive presumption of illegality. 

% Timken v. United States, 341 U. 8S. 593. Here an arrangement between American and 
foreign companies to allocate world markets for the manufacture and sale of roller bear- 
ings among themselves was held to be illegal per se. 

*® Fastern States Lumber Dealers Asan. v. United States, 234 U. 8. 600. In this case an 
agreement by the members of a retailers’ association to boycott all suppliers who competed 
with the retailers by selling directly to the retail trade was declared illegal per se. 

“For a concise discussion of the development of the Sherman Act, the rule of reason, 
and the per se doctrine, see the Report of the Attorney General’s National Committee To 
Study the Antitrust Laws, pp. 5-30 (1955). 

“ The present reserve clause appearing in major league contracts reads as follows (House 
reports, p. 113, footnote 66) : 

“On or before February 1 (or, if a Sunday, then the next preceding business day) of 
the year next following the last playing season covered by this contract, the club may 
tender to the player a contract for the term of that year by mailing the same to the 
player at his address following his signature hereto, or, if none be given, then at his last 
address of record with the club. If prior to the March 1 next succeeding said February 1, 
the player and the club have not agreed upon the terms of such contract, then or before 
10 days after said March 1, the club shall have the right by written notice to the player 
at said address to renew this contract for the period of 1 year on the same terms, except 
that the amount payable to the player shall be such as the club shall fix in said notice; 
provided, however, that said amount, if fixed by a major-league club, shall be an amount 
ogee at a rate not less than 75 percent of the rate stipulated for the preceding year.’” 

ee ibid., at 111 et seq., for an extensive analysis of the reserve clause. 
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stand alone. It is implemented and reinforced by the rules and regulations gov- 
erning baseball. The upshot of these rules is that every club in organized base- 
ball agrees that it will not employ or seek to employ a player under option or 
reservation to any other club. Every club also agrees not to play any team 
employing a player who has violated the reserve clause, and, further, agrees not 
to allow any of its facilities, such as ball parks, to be utilized by anyone 
employing such a player.” 

In organized football, the reserve-clause system is buttressed by another prac- 
tice. This is the college-player draft, under which the teams of the National 
Football League annually meet and through a lottery system arbitrarily divide 
up the graduating classes of college football players.“ The player has no voice 
in his disposition, and must either play for the team that has drafted him or not 
at all.“ Once having signed a contract with a National Football League team, 
the team “owns” the player in perpetuity through a reserve-clause system similar 
to baseball’s.“ Thus, professional football eliminates all competition between 
teams for players in a manner exceeding even baseball’s rigid system. For, 
under the baseball system, the teams of organized baseball are free to bid for 
players before they first become attached to a team in organized baseball. 
Accordingly, potential baseball players are free to choose which team they will 
play for and, indeed, in numerous instances have -been able to command large 
sums of money for agreeing to play for a particular team. 

Defense of the reserve clause as applied within the structure of organized 
baseball and other sports is one of reasonableness and necessity. The argument, 
simply stated, is that, with unlimited competition for players, the wealthiest 
clubs will purchase the best players and thereby competition on the playing field 
will be destroyed. This problem led this committee, after thorough discussion, to 
conclude that: 

“The evidence adduced at the hearings would clearly not justify the enact- 
ment of legislation flatly condemning the reserve clause.” “ 

But the subcommittee also concluded that it would not be wise to exempt 
baseball entirely from the antitrust laws, nor even to give it a limited exemption 
which would safeguard the essence of the reserve clause.” 

It is against this background of antitrust’s present application to business 
based on sports that issues raised by the pending bills must be appraised. On 
the one hand, H. R. 5319 (introduced by Chairman Celler) and H. R. 5307 
(introduced by Congressman Hillings) would override Toolson by amending 
the Sherman Act to specify that “the words ‘trade or commerce’ as used in 
any provision of the antitrust laws shall include the interstate business of 
organized professional baseball.” At the opposite pole, H. R. 5383 (introduced 
by Congressman Harris) would exempt not only baseball but also “organized 
professional sports enterprises, or * * * acts in the conduct of such enterprises 
in the sports of * * * football, basketball, and hockey” as well. H. R. 5383’s 
exemptions, moreover, would apply not only to the Sherman Act but also to the 
Federal Trade Commission, Clayton, and Robinson-Patman Acts. 

Some place in between, H. R. 6876 (introduced by Congressman Keating) 
and H. R. 6877 (introduced by Congressman Burns) proposed that baseball, 
football, basketball, and hockey be made subject to the antitrust laws except 
with respect to: 

(1) Playing rules of the game; 

(2) Organization of leagues and associations; 

(3) Contracts and agreements relating to the right to operate within 
specified geographical areas; and 

(4) Employment of players. 

On all these bills the views of this Department may be simply put: On the 
one hand, whether or not antitrust should apply to baseball, as it now does to all 
other team sports, is essentially a question of legislative policy. On the other 
hand, whether or not Toolson’s exemption for baseball should be extended (and, 


42 Mickey Owen, a player who violated the reserve clause, was declared ineligible to 
play for 5 years by organized baseball. This ineligibility even extended to playing for a 
semipro team, outside of organized baseball, because the semipro team was denied access to 
stadiums owned or controlled by any club in organized baseball. Ibid., at 115—116. 

4 Professional basketball employs a similar draft system. 

“To a limited extent, Canadian football teams have given the players some alternative 
by refusing to abide by the National Football League’s draft. 

# See the Radovich cose, supra, 352 U. S. at 443. 

House report, p. 229. 

Id. at 230-232. 
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if so, to what extent) to all other sports turns on issues of fact which this 
committee now surveys. On these issues of fact this Department’s view is that 
Toolson’s antitrust exemption should be extended only upon a very strong and 
clear showing that team sports cannot survive under the present status of anti- 
trust’s application. Exemptions from antitrust should not be lightly proffered. 

At the present time there is little doubt that the antitrust laws apply to the 
sale of television and radio rights covering sports contests. Unreasonable re- 
strictions on such sales, therefore, transgress the antitrust laws. 

In football a district court has already curbed such restrictions applied by 
the National Football League.“ And in baseball it is reported that voluntary 
action has removed most of the restrictions on the sale of these rights.” 

Restrictions on the right to sell television and radio rights would, like terri- 
torial restrictions, be for the purpose of guaranteeing each club the exclusive 
access to its home radio and television market. This would amount to a division 
of territories and markets, a per se illegal restraint under the Sherman Act. 
However, in the Football case the district court, when faced with exactly such 
a case and in which the Government made this contention, rejected the theory 
of per se illegality.” 

The court allowed evidence to be introduced showing the need to preserve 
the several teams in the league from severe business competition among them- 
selves. Indeed, the court adopted much of the theory advanced by organized 
baseball in defense of the reserve clause. That is, that professional sport 
teams “must not compete too well with each other in a business way,” for the 
effects of such successful competition will be “first, the creation of greater and 
greater inequalities in the strength of the teams; second, the weaker teams being 
driven out of business; and, third, the destruction of the entire league.”" The 
court then stated that reasonable restrictions on the “projection of games by radio 
or television into the home territories of other teams,” might be a reasonable 
method to keep “teams at approximately equal strength and to protect weaker 
teams from stronger teams * * *,”® 

Thus, the court held that it was reasonable for the teams of a league to 
prohibit telecasts of a team’s games into the home territory of another team 
during the time that team was playing.“ The theory for upholding such a re- 
striction was that television resulted in a diminution of gate receipts, and, 
therefore, if attractive games were allowed to be shown in another team’s 
territory, while that team was playing, a serious financial loss would inure to 
the home team.” 

The court, however, held that the prohibition against telecasts into a team’s 
home territory while that team was not playing there would be unreasonable 
because those telecasts would not have any effect on gate receipts.” Likewise, 
the court struck down all prohibitions on radio broadcasting for the same 
reason.” 

So long as restrictions on television are applied within the framework of a 
team sport, and not used as a weapon to fight competition of rival leagues, 
courts may well follow Judge Grim’s lead and allow those restrictions having 
some relationship to the promotion of athletic competition to stand. 

In sum, however, whatever position Congress decides to take regarding anti- 
trust coverage of the organization of sports itself, this Department strongly 
urges that our present jurisdiction over restraints on the sale of television and 
radio time not be curtailed. 


(Thereupon, at 11:15 a. m., the hearing was recessed until Wednes- 
day, June 19, 1957, at 10 a. m.) 


4 United States v. National Football League, supra. 

# Detailed information is unavailable as to the extent baseball may yet be restraining 
the sale of television and radio rights. 

116 F. Supp. at 322. 

"1 1d., at 323-324. 

52 Td., at 324. 

3 Id., at 326. 

4 Td., at 325. 

5 Td., at 326. 

% Td., at 327. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1957 


Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ANTITRUST SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to recess, at 10 a. m., in room 346, 
on House Office Building, Hon. Emanuel Celler (chairman) pre- 
siding. 

Present: Representatives Celler, Rodino, Rogers, Keating, MeCul- 
loch, and Miller. 

Also present: Herbert N. Maletz, chief counsel, Kenneth R. Har- 
kins, cocounsel, Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., associate counsel, and Julian 
H. Singman, assistant counsel. 

The Cuatrman. The committee will come to order. 

Our first witness this morning is the distinguished Representative 
from Wisconsin, Representative Byrnes. We are very glad to have 
you here. 


TESTIMONY OF HON. JOHN W. BYRNES, MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 
EIGHTH DISTRICT, WISCONSIN 


Mr. Byrnes. Mr. Chairman, my name is John W. Byrnes. I rep- 
resent the Eighth District of Wisconsin. 

I have a prepared statement which I believe the members of the 
committee have, and for the purpose of conserving time I will elimi- 
nate some of the paragraphs in it. 

Mr. Chairman, I appeal to the committee to take prompt action to 
resolve the problem resulting from the Radovich decision. I don’t 
intend to go into the wisdom of the Supreme Court’s decision which 
created this emergency by declaring football within the scope of the 
antitrust laws. In fact, it is difficult to be rational about a decision 
which in one fell swoop put football in and left baseball out. It is 
sufficient to say that a highly inequitable and discriminatory situation 
has been created which threatens the very life of professional football. 

The Supreme Court has invited congressional action to clear up this 
decision which it admitted was probably “unrealistic, inconsistent 
(and) illogical.” Congress, in my opinion, has no other choice but to 
act, and to act promptly, if irreparable damage is to be prevented. 

In the 1952 hearings on baseball, this subcommittee faced a different 
situation than that existing today. Then, baseball was merely threat- 
ened by inclusion under the antitrust laws, a threat which later dis- 
sipated. Here, however, the subcommittee faces not a threat but a 
fact. Football now is subject to the antitrust laws. It is open now to 
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antitrust attack. If this subcommittee makes no recommendation, as 
it did in 1952, it acquiesces in that attack—an attack which I am 
convinced can be fatal. 

The CHARMAN. When certain writers say that we shouldn’t be wast- 
ing ee with football or baseball, do you think they are on firm 
ground ? 

Mr. Byrnes. [ don’t think they are, Mr. Chairman, because you 
have got a real problem here, and it is a very vital one. It is vital 
particularly to the status of professional football, and I would assume 
all of the other team sports with the possible exception of baseball, 
which the Supreme Court very peculiarly exempted from the Anti- 
trust Act. But we are faced now with an entirely different situation 
than you had in 1952, and that is the point I would like to make, 
No. 1, to the committee. 

The heart of the matter is that as a result of the Radovich decision— 
the player-selection system—the draft, and the reserve clause in 
player’s contracts are in jeopardy. These two features are, in my 
judgment, essential to the continuation of professional football as a 
national sport. If they are now outlawed as being in violation of our 
antitrust laws, then the net effect is to outlaw professional football 
on a national basis. That, in a nutshell, is the problem. 

The draft insures the equitable distribution of the available new 
football talent, thus making possible continuing competition between 
the various teams of the league. ‘The reserve clause, retaining for 
a team the services of a player for at least 2 years, is necessary if a 
smoothly integrated team, in an era of split-second timing of intricate 
football plays, is to be developed. 

At this point, Mr. Chairman, if I could, I would like to comment 
on the statement filed with this committee last Monday by Mr. Hansen, 
the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Antitrust Division. 

I have always thought the purpose of departmental reports was 
to be helpful to the Congress and the committees that it was reporting 
to, but they cannot be helpful if they are based on inaccuracies as 
to the underlying facts. I am being charitable, I think, Mr. Chair- 
man, when I say that Mr. Hansen, in his statement filed last Monday, 
was extremely careless in describing the player-selection system and 
the reserve clause used by organized football. I refer you to page 15 
of his statement. 

He calls the selection system a lottery, the draft a lottery. Now, 
it is not a lottery by any stretch of the imagination. It is a selection 
system designed to equalize the strength of the competing teams of 
the league by giving a preference to those teams with the lowest 
standing. Mr, Hansen should read the rule unanimously adopted 
by the league in 1935 and which is still in effect. Let me read it to 
you now: I have had copies made of that rule, and I trust that they 
have been distributed to the committee, but just let me read the first 
two paragraphs of the rule as they relate to this situation. It gives 
you an explanation of what the draft is and how the player-selection 
system works. This rule provided that this new system would go into 
effect, with the season of 1956, and here is the rule: 

(1) At the annual meeting in February, and each succeeding year thereafter, 


a list of first-year eligible players shall be presented by each club, and their 
names placed upon a board in the meeting room for selection by the various 
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«lubs. ‘The priority of selection by each club shall follow the reverse order of 
the championship standing of the clubs at the close of the preceding season ; for 
instance, the club which finished last in either division, to be determined by 
percentage rating, shall have first choice, the club which finished next to last, 
second choice, and this inverse order shall be followed until each club has had 
one selection or has declined to select a player, after which the selection shall 
continue as indicated above until all players whose names appear on the board 
have been selected or rejected. 

(2) Any first-year player who is not so chosen, or whose name does not appear 
on the list referred to above, is eligible to sign with any club in the league. 

To say, as Mr. Hansen does, that “the player has no voice in his 
disposition and must either play for the team that has drafted him 
or not at all,” ignores part 3 of the rule and also the practical applica- 
tion of the system. 

Part 3 of the rule says this: 

(3) If for any valid reason it would be impossible for a player to play in the 
city by which he has been selected, or the player can show reasonable cause 
why he should be permitted to play in a city other than that designated for 
him, then through such arrangements as can be made by sale or trade with 
another club, he shall be permitted to play in the city he prefers, if the presidens 
of the league approves his reasons as valid. (The fact that a job is to be secured 
for a player in any city as an added incentive to sign shall not be considered 
‘sufficient reason for his transfer from the club by which he was originally 
selected.) 

Mr: Keating. Is that to take care'of a situation where one team 
which really isn’t entitled to a player, takes that player away by 
arranging a job for him? 

Mr. Byrnes. Yes. The exception is to prevent a situation where 
a player might say, “I can’t play with the Green Bay Packers, but I 
can play with the Giants. I have got to play with the Giants because 
they have offered me a job in that town, and I need this job.” 

Mr. Keatina. Suppose somebody is playing for Green Bay. They 
would have a low priority because they are pretty high up in the 
league. 

Mr. Byrnes. They are not as high right now, Mr. Keating, as we 
would like to see them. 

Mr. Mitier. That is historical. 

Mr. Kzattne. But anyway there is a west-coast team in football. 

Mr. Byrnes. There is an eastern and western division. 

Mr. Mirier. San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

Mr. Kearina. If a fellow wants to go to law school, let’s say, in 
a certain area, but is picked to play for some team in another area, 
then the head of the football league, if the player presented a legiti- 
mate case of that kind, would have power to let him join the team 
in the area where he is going to school ; is that right ? 

Mr. Byrnes. That could be considered as a valid reason. 

Mr. Keatrne. That frequently happens; doesn’t it? 

Mr. Byrnes. It has happened, but I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, 
that for specific examples you ask Mr. Bell, the commissioner, when 
he appears here. He is acquainted with all of the possibilities that 
have arisen in the last 20 years under this system; he can give you 
all of the examples where they have approved it and the cases where 
they haven’t approved it. 

The Cuatrman. I don’t quite get your point. What choice does 
the player have if he doesn’t wish to play on a certain team? 
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Mr. Byrnes. Here is the point, Mr. Chairman. That was just the 
point I am coming to. We have got to look at the practical applica- 
tion. 

The Cuarrman. What choice does the player have if he doesn’t wish 
to play with a certain team and the commissioner overrules him? 
Since the commissioner has a right to negate the player’s request, what 
real choice is there for the player ? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, he can be a reluctant player. This brings us 
to the practical application of this rule. 

I think you have got to look beyond just the mere wording of rules 
and look more to their practical application. 

No team, Mr. Chairman, is going to carry deadweight. Yet that 
is what the team would be doing if it insisted on drafting a player 
who didn’t want to play with that particular team. I should point 
out—and here is a situation where football differs from baseball— 
under the football rules a team is restricted in the number of players 
that it can have under contract at any one time. They can have 60 
under contract at the training camp. That is 60, not including service- 
men discharged after June 1, of that particular year. That is an ex- 
ception made so that servicemen, who may be coming out just prior 
to that season and in June when the clubs may have their 60 members 
already signed up for the training camp, will not be prejudiced. 

Then it must be cut to 43 on Labor Day. Two aa prior to the 
opening of the season, it must be cut to 38, and on the Tuesday pre- 
ceding the opening game, it must reduce to 35, and this is the limit 
during the whole season. 

Now, no team is going to be carrying a reluctant player. As a prac- 
tical matter no team is going to insist on drafting somebody and hold- 
ing him against his will when they have a limit of 35 players under 
contract. 

The Cuarrman. Why isn’t the rule rescinded then, if a team will 
not take a reluctant player? 

Mr. Byrnes. The whole basis of the rule, Mr. Chairman, and that 
is the thing we have got to get clear, the basis of the rule is to try and 
equalize and at least give the teams with the lowest standing a prefer- 
ence as far as the available new players. 

The Cramman. Yes; but if the player is reluctant and the team 
won’t take a reluctant player, why have the rule at all? 

Mr. Byrnus. There is the potential that having drafted this player, 
the team can trade him off to the other team that he does want to play 
with for a player over there that the team might want and it is agree- 
able between both teams. 

The Cuatrman. Then he must go to the team to which he is traded ? 

Mr. Byrnes. In the first instance he has got to sign with that team. 

The CuarrMan. Let’s read what Mr. Hansen said, 

Mr. Byrnes. He called it a lottery. That is where I take issue with 
him. 

The Cuarrman. I wonder if it isn’t something like a lottery. Mr. 
Hansen says on page 15 of his statement—and mind you these ques- 
tions are not intended to indicate a point of view at all; I am simply 
trying to get the facts here—Mr. Hansen says: 

In organized football the reserve-clause system is buttressed by another prac- 


tice. This is the college player draft under which the teams of the National 
Football League annually meet and through a lottery system arbitrarily divide 
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up the graduating classes of college football players, The player has no voice 
in his disposition, and must either play for the team that has drafted him or 
not atall. Once having signed a contract with a National Football League team, 
the team “owns” the player in perpetuity through a reserve-clause system similar 
to baseball’s. Thus professional football eliminates all competition between 
teams for players in a manner exceeding even baseball’s rigid system. For under 
the baseball system, the teams of organized baseball are free to bid for players 
before they first become attached to a team in organized baseball. Accordingly, 
potential baseball players are free to choose which team they will play for and, 
indeed, in numerous instances have been able to command large sums of money 
for agreeing to play for a particular team. 

Now, except for the rather harsh term “lottery” that is used, in what 
respect is Mr. Hansen’s résumé of the situation wrong? 

Mr. Byrnes. In the first place, he is not taking any cognizance of 
the practical aspect of the situation whatever. I am saying that in 
all of these things I think you have got to see how a rule actually 
applies, see how it works out in practice, and in practice you don’t 
have a situation where any team is going to insist, particularly with 
the player limitation, on keeping any player that is going to be a 
reluctant player. I mean, football just isn’t the kind of sport where 
you can have that kind of player under contract, Mr. Chairman, and 
still field a good team. 

I will go further, if the chairman will permit, and state that when 
Mr. Hansen says that “Once having signed the contract with the 
National League the team owns the player in perpetuity through a 
reserve system similar to baseball”—he is just 10 years behind the 
times. Football at one time did have a reserve clause very similar to 
baseball’s, but that was changed in 1947, Mr. Chairman. Since that 
time, since 1947, the contract has been limited in the league to 1 year, 
with a 1-year option. The longest period of time any player can be 
tied up is for 2 years. That’s a far cry from “perpetuity”—the word 
used by Mr. Hansen. 

The Cuarrman. Who has the option ? 

Mr. Byrne. The option, well, that is a dual option, really. 

The CuarrmMan. You mean, can the player—— 

Mr. Byrnes. The player signs for 1 year and he gives to the team 
an option on his service for the second year. When that second year 
comes around, he can sign again for 1 year with a 1-year option, or 
he can say, no, I will serve out my option, and then, Mr. Chairman, he 
is a free agent at the end of that time. So the most you can tie him up 
is for 2 years. 

The Cuarrman. Can he go to any other team ? 

Mr. Byrnes. After the 2 years. 

The Cuatrman. After the 1 year? 

Mr. Byrnes. No, he has 1 more year to serve. 

The Cuatrman. That is, the option is with the team to use him for 
another year. So after 2 years he is a free agent? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuairman. Completely free? 

Mr. Byrnes. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. He can go to any team? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is my understanding. 

The Cuarrman. Is it your understanding that that is the practice? 

Mr. Byrnes. I will say yes, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cxarrman. Will any other team take him in the league? 
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Mr. Byrnes. They certainly will. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any restrictions among the members of 
the league that if a man after 2 years refuses to continue with the 
original team that he shall be privileged to play with another team 
of that league ¢ 

Mr. Byrnes. I don’t know of any restriction on that, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuarrMan. He can play with any other team ? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is my understanding, Mr. Chairman. 

I would suggest this: What I am doing here is giving you the rule. 
I am not the expert, for instance, that Commissioner Bell would be 
on any application of this rule and the ramifications of its practical 
application. I know that is the rule. I know that Mr. Hansen is 
just as wrong as wrong can be about it. I don’t know what he is 
basing it on, but he didn’t go far enough to look to the changes made 
since 1947, 10 years ago. 

The Cuarrman. Do the heads of the teams in the football league 
bid against each other for college football players ? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, they all try to encourage a fellow if there is a 
player that they want. I suspect they are contacting all of the eligible 
college players who are stars to encourage them to agree to play with 
their particular team. They are still subject, however, to what happens 
in the player selection system as to whether that particular team is 
going to have the right to sign him in the first instance. 

The CHatrman. How can there be any bidding among the owners 
of the professional league teams if the condition prevails that you 
indicate ? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, as a practical matter, Mr. Chairman, there is 
negotiation back and forth between the teams and as it relates also 
to the players themselves, but there again, I would want to suggest 
that to save the committee’s time you go to the highest authority that 
there is on the subject of the application of the rules, and that is 
Commissioner Bell, who is going to testify before you. 

The Cuarrman. If there is no bidding, then, is not Judge Hansen 
correct when he says: “Thus professional football eliminates all com- 
ponte between teams for players in a manner even exceeding base- 

all’s rigid system.” 

Mr. Byrnes. Mr. Chairman, I might just give you an example as a 
practical matter here. 

The CuarrmMan. Before you answer that, Congressman, Mr. Keat- 
ing wishes to ask a question. 

{r. Keattna.. The sentence that the chairman read to you imme- 
diately follows the sentence that the team owns the player in per- 
petuity. That is an absolute misstatement of fact ? 

Mr. Byrnes. Yes. 

Mr. Keatine. Then the next sentence states “Thus professional 
football eliminates all competition.” So the conclusion doesn’t follow 
because the basis of the whole statement is wrong. 

The CHatrman. Not at all. You can check that out with us, Mr. 
Byrnes, if you will. If in the first instance there is no bidding for the 
college players, if they are signed as has been indicated, then certainly 
it would appear there is no competition between the professional 
teams for the college players. 
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Mr. Byrnes. Could I just interject here just as an example and see 
if this example proves whose contention is right. This is a clipping 
taken from the Washington Star of June 18, yesterday. 

Green Bay Packers sign Ron Kramer, Ann Arbor, Mich., June 18. 

Ron Kramer, Michigan’s All-American end, today ended more than 3 weeks 
of dickering by signing with the Green Bay Packers. 

Kramer signed a 1-year contract for a reported $15,000, one of the highest 
salaries ever obtained by a National Football League rookie. 

If this was such a tied-up operation, I don’t think you would be 
able to get that kind of a situation. 

Mr. Miter. Mr. Chairman, on that statement that you made, 
Mr. Byrnes, I wondered if you know anything about this allega- 
tion. You talked about the contract which Kramer signed for 1 year. 
There have been some allegations that there is no such thing in pro- 
fessional football as a contract for 1 year. While it may say here 
for $15,000, actually if Mr. Kramer was injured in the first game he 
gets paid for the first game and doesn’t get anything more under the 
contract except 

Mr. Byrnes. I am not qualified to answer that question. 

Mr. Mitter. Except what he might get from workmen’s compensa- 
tion. Actually no player gets a firm contract for a year. 

Mr. Byrnes. You have got me there. I am frankly not sure, but let 
me say, Mr. Miller, with regard to the general contracts I think we 
have to recognize that professional football now is under the National 
Labor Relations Act and that as far as employment conditions and 
employment rights and negotiations and that aspect of it, those mat- 
ters are outside the jurisdiction of this committee. 

I think there is probably little question now but what football 
at least comes under our Federal laws relating to employment and 
labor relations such as the National Labor Relations Act and the 
rights to bargain and so forth. The only aspects that we would 
be concerned with here are the conditions imposed by the league it- 
self such as the reserve clause or the selection system. A lot of the 
things that are complained about are typical employee complaints. 
I have never seen any employee that is Sothipletale satisfied. I can 
find reasons to gripe about the employment conditions of a Member 
of Congress, cal yet I go out and ask for reemployment every 2 years. 
We always hear complaints, but fundamentally these employment 
complaints, I think, are more in the nature of labor-relations prob- 
lems than they are antitrust problems. 

Mr. Keattne. Mr. Chairman, may I ask this: Do these teams ob- 
tain other players who are not under the selective system—players 
who go to small colleges, for example, and who haven’t received 
as much recognition? Does that happen ? 

Mr. Byrnes. I understand that it does, and Commissioner Bell 
could probably give you instances, but if you notice here under the 
rules it is the teams themselves that submit the list of players that 
are going to be subject to this selection system. They each give the 
list of the players, and normally they are the players that they have 
contacted and are particularly interested in, and their hope is that 
when their time comes around to pick, the player will still open as 
a selection and they will be able to choose him. 
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I wonder if I could make one statement about the reserve and the 
selection system so as to make my position clear. I would have no 
objection whatever to the approach taken by this subcommittee in 
its Report No. 2002 of the 82d Congress, when it suggested the 
possibility of enacting legislation which— 
would state in general terms that the antitrust laws shall not apply to reasonable 
rules and regulations which promote competition among baseball clubs, even 
though they restrain competition for players’ services—as does the reserve 
clause—(I would request that you permit me to add here—and organized 
football’s player selection system) provided that such rules guarantee players 
a reasonable opportunity to advance in their profession and to be paid at a rate 
commensurate with their ability. 

If you want to put a limitation in the bill in accordance with that, 
I would certainly have no objection to it, and I am also authorized 
to state here, Mr. Chairman, that Commissioner Bell, of the National 
Football League, approves of such an approach and would have no 
objection to it. 

t is the rule of reason that this subcommittee itself recommended 
when it had the baseball problem before it in 1952. Since you didn’t 
have football before you, there wasn’t the question, of course, of the 
player-selection system, and we think that that is on the same plane 
and should be sine to the same proposition as the reserve clause. 


Mr. Keatina. Does this selection system have as its purpose keep- 
ing the teams from year to year on a reasonably even basis? 
fr. Byrnes. That is the whole objective of it, to try and preserve 
the sport, to preserve the competition. 
Mr. Kerartine. Now, if that system were abandoned and instead 
you used the system of going out and bidding the highest price for 


them, wouldn’t that result in a situation where year after year a 
couple of teams, the wealthiest teams, the ones with the most money, 
would get all of the good players? And would that in turn not result 
in very much less enjoyment to the public watching the sport, since 
there would be a couple of good teams and 3 or 4 bad ones? 

Mr. Byrnes. You have anticipated a phase that I think is most 
important in this discussion, and that is to think of the relationship 
of the antitrust laws to the business of team sports. We must differ- 
entiate this type of business from the ordinary type of business that 
Congress was thinking about when it passed these laws, and I think 
we have to ask, Why do professional team sports exist today, Mr. 
Chairman, and why have they assumed such an important place in our 
national life? What are the elements that encourage newspapers, for 
instance, to give it more space than any other aspect of our daily 
news? What is the appeal that creates the interest that brings out 
the spectators who pay the money which pays the players and meets 
the other expenses of the business? 

In my judgment, Mr. Chairman, it is nothing less than the race for 
the pennant, the scramble for the streamer, or the chase for the flag. 
The appeal of professional sports is the interest created in determining 
a national champion through a series of scheduled contests between 
reasonably matched teams representing definable geographical areas. 
It is the pennant race which draws the crowd. ithout it, profes- 
sional sports would be reduced to dull exhibitions. There would be 
no rivalry between teams, between cities and States, even between re- 
gions. There would be no professional sports. Here we come to the 
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heart of the matter, that there would be no race without the organiza- 
tion of teams in the leagues. There would be no professional sports. 

The Cuarrman. Congressman, I am interested in the colloquy be- 
tween our distinguished Representative from New York, Mr. Keating, 
and yourself about bidding for players and your statement that the 
team with the greater resources might be able to corral most of the best 
players. May I ask you this: Suppose a team which has a —_ player 
sells the player to another team. Does the player himself get any of 
the money involved in the trade? Suppose a player is sold by 1 team 
to another for, say, $25,000. Does the player obtain any of that 
$25,000, or does the money inure exclusively to the selling team ? 

Mr. Byrnes. I know, Mr. Chairman, that there are trades. Now, 
frankly, the conditions of the trade and all of the aspects of them are 
details on which I am not particularly qualified to testify. I don’t ex- 
pect that they follow any set pattern—there probably is a general 

attern, but I imagine there are exceptions all of the way down the 
ine—I would suggest that the chairman would get the best evidence 
by going to the top expert, and that is Commissioner Bell, who is 
going to appear before you. 

The Cuarrman. If that is so, then wouldn’t you still have a situa- 
tion where the richest team—the team with the greatest resources— 
could get the best players ? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, you don’t have that. That isn’t the way it has 
practically worked out, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. Is it possible! 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, I suppose if we go into the area of possibilities 
there are very few things in this life that aren’t possible under great 
stretches of the imagination and so forth. 

The Cuarrman. But we are trying to pass legislation here and we 
have to think of all the possibilities under such legislation. 

Mr. Byrnes. I don’t think, Mr. Chairman, that it is necessary in 
order to pass good legislation that we try to conjure up ghosts under 
the bed. I heard the chairman yesterday on the floor of the House 
suggesting that some people were doing that in their arguments 
against the legislation then before the House. I know that is done at 
times, but I think we should look at the practical aspects and recognize 
that there is always at work what Mr. Harris mentioned on Monday— 
the self-policing aspects of an activity that is so much in the public eye, 
that depends upon the public for its support. I think this is always 
present in the background, but if the chairman would permit— 

Mr. Keatina. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question on that point. 
Was there not a time when football used a different system than the 
present selection system and there was bidding for players? And is 
it not a fact that since the selection system was instituted, teams have 
been much more evenly matched with less concentration by one team 
at the top than there was in the old days under the other system ? 

Mr. Byrnes. I think you have a much better balance between the 
teams today than you had in the earlier days before some of these rules 
were in operation, and that is why a small city like Green Bay is ex- 
tremely worried about the application of the antitrust laws to these 
rules. If we were situated in New York or some of your bigger cities 
I don’t know whether we would be quite so concerned, but we are as a 
pigmy among the giants, as far as the community is concerned we are 

96797—57—pt. 15 
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very concerned about maintaining a proper team and also maintaining 
a proper competitive level. I aie like, if the chairman would per- 
mit, to just finish this one aspect of this statement. 

The Cuarrman. Go ahead. 

Mr. Byrnes. As I pointed out, I think what you have here is a 
different kind of business from the ordinary type of business Con- 
gress was thinking about when it passed the antitrust laws. There 
could be no pennant race without the organization of teams into 
leagues. And, there could be no organization and operation of leagues 
without concerted action, a combination, on the part of the club owners. 
The essence of our problems is that the antitrust laws make such ac- 
tions and combinations by owners of questionable legality. 

Basically, professional sports are utterly unlike any other business, 
It is essential to their success that no competitor competes so success- 
fully sportswise as to dominate the others. If this does happen, the 
appeal which attracts people to parks—rivalry in the pennant race— 
ceases to exist. When all the talent and ability is confined to 1 or 2 
teams, you have no box office, and without customers you no longer 
have a sport or a business. 

Club owners have a right, even a duty, to take together those steps 
necessary to preserve the factor which makes their business possible— 
keen competition for the league pennant. If they fail to take those 
steps, their business is in trouble. It was in recognition of this right 
and duty that professional football club owners adopted the player 
draft and reserve clause. In so doing, it is true that they acted in their 
own interest. It is also true, however, that their interest happily co- 
incided with the interest of the players and public as well. 

It is my point, Mr. Chairman, that the Congress cannot allow a law 
to operate against a business when the effect of that law is to outlaw 
the business’ only stock in trade. I know of no other business, sub- 
ject to the antitrust laws, which is placed in that position. Those 
laws do not prevent oil companies from drilling for oil, car manufac- 
turers from manufacturing automobiles, or the movie industry from 
making pictures. They should not be allowed to prevent this unique 
business of professional sports from creating its product—a pennant 
race. 

I am not talking merely about the pennant, but the race for it. 

Mr. Roprno. Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Rodino. ¢ 

Mr. Roptno. Mr. Congressman, I direct your attention to the state- 
ment you made about reluctant players. Would you know of any 
instances where there have been reluctant players; do you have any 
examples? 

Mr. Byrnes. No; I don’t particularly, but I am not saying there 
aren’t any. I can see where there would be a player who would say 
“Green Bay drafted me, but I want to live in the big city. I don’t 
want to live in Green Bay.” I can’t imagine Green Bay going very 
far in insisting that they would use their draft selection to pick that 
particular fellow in place of picking some player who would be com- 
pletely satisfied and also a good player. After all, with 11 men, they 
must all work together if you are going to have a good football team. 
You can’t afford even one player who is not happy about playing with 


the team. 
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Mr. Roprno. Would you know of any instances where a player has 
been selected by a particular team, has presented what he may have 
thought to be a valid reason to the commissioner as to why he pre- 
ferred to go elsewhere, and where his preference was granted ? 

Mr. Byrnes. There are cases. Let me suggest—I am not trying to 
avoid it—Commissioner Bell can give you cases after cases of the 
exact cases, when he appears. He can give you the names of the 
players and what all of the conditions of the situation were, and in- 
stead of my picking up some isolated case he can give you the whole 
gamut. He is going to appear before you and I suggest questions of 
that nature, to save the committee’s time, would be much better asked 
of him. 

Mr. Roprno. I thought you might have known of such instances. 

Let me ask this, Mr. Congressman. You have, of course, a real 
interest in the State of Wisconsin, and you are a fine Representative 
from that area. I am sure you like to see the Green Bay Packers 
thrive. Furthermore, I understand it is a community-owned enter- 
prise; that is what I have been told. 

Mr. Byrnes. If you will permit, I would like to go into that for two 
reasons, Mr. Chairman. It is not only because we like to brag about 
our hometown, and we in Green Bay like to brag about the Packers, 
but also because I think it is a very fine example of what the situation 
is today in the field of professional football. It proves that even a 
small town is able to compete under the present situation without the 
application of antitrust laws, 

he gentleman is completely correct, the Packers are owned by a 
nonprofit corporation, whose stockholders, Mr. Chairman, are 1,700 
citizens of Green Bay in Wisconsin. They bought nonprofit shares 
during the blackest days of the team’s financial history. . These stock- 
holders chose a board of directors who operate the team! through an 
executive committee, Not one of these people, the directors or the 
executive committee, receives compensation. They do it gratis and 
free. The present president of the corporation has the Chevrolet 
agency in Green Bay, Wis., but he gives hours and hours of his time 
to the affairs of the Packer Corp. Why? For the love of the team, 
the love of the community, because we in Green Bay look upon the 
Green Bay Packers as a community project just as much as.any other. 
community activity that we have. We think of it as our team, and 
we are proud of it as our team. 

The Cuairman. I think Green Bay should be complimented. on 
that, and you, too, for representing such an area. Certainly ‘they 
look upon it as a real and genuine sport. 

Mr. Byrnes. We certainly do. We are proud of our team. 

We are proud of their record—six national championships. 

We are proud of the players who are an integral part of our com- 
munity. oung men come at first to play ball but soon make Green 
Bay their permanent home and become a part of every facet of our 
community life. I might mention that my predecessor in Congress 
was a former Packer star—Lavern Dilweg. 

The Packer football team is an important part of Green Bay and 
Green Bay is an important part of the team. 

Green Bay is, by far, the smallest city to support a professional foot- 
ball team ; it is perhaps the smallest city in the Nation to support any 
major league athletic team. It does so under constant difficulties. 
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The successful operation of a major league team in a city of some 
60,000 people is not easy. When we were national champions in the 
early thirties our population was only 37,000. Even though we draw 
from a 200-mile radius of Green Bay, we do not have the spectator 
potential of the other teams. We must make up for that by a higher 
concentration of spectator enthusiasm and interest, and that interest 
and enthusiasm can come only by fielding a representative team. With- 
out the draft or the reserve clause, we could not compete for the players 
to build and maintain such a team. If these features of pro football 
were true restraints of trade, Green Bay, a pygmy among giants, would 
have gone out of existence long ago, and certainly would be the first 
to be harmed. Instead, these devices, born of necessity, are the rea- 
sons the Green Bay Packer team is still alive. It simply could not 
compete with teams from the Nation’s most populous cities unless it 
could get its share of football players and keep them for a minimum 
development period. 

The vicious part of the Supreme Court ruling is its retroactive effeet 
upon the National Football League and its teams. Since the forma- 
tion of the league, the assumption has been, based upon the baseball 
decisions, that football was outside the scope of the antitrust laws. 
This assumption forms the foundation of football’s structure. The 
Supreme Court itself recognized the harm which would result from 
changing the rules in the middle of the game. It said, in the Radovich 
ruling: 

Vast efforts had gone into the development and organization of baseball since 
the baseball decision (Federal) and enormous capital has been invested in 
reliance upon its permanence. Congress had chosen to make no change. All 
this, combined with the flood of litigation that would follow its repudiation, the 


harassment which would ensue, and the retroactive effect of such a decision, led 
the Court to the practical result that it should sustain the unequivocal line of 


authority reaching over many years. 

There, the Court was speaking of the dire effects of repudiating 
baseball’s status. The same harm to football flows from the repudia- 
tion of football’s longstanding status. It was probably this realiza- 
tion which led the Court to damn its own decision as “unrealistic, 
inconsistent, and illogical.” 

Reverting again to Green Bay, I believe I can give the subcom- 
mittee some idea of what its football team means to a community 
and what its loss would entail. 

In Green Bay, the Packers are more than a team; they are an insti- 
tution. They have become so enmeshed in our social and economic 
life that their loss would be a catastrophe. We name our kids after 
Packer stars. We not only have a Packer Quarterback Club to 
second guess the coach; we have a Women’s Quarterback Club to 
second guess the Men’s Quarterback Club. There are as many trade 
uses for the name “Packer” in Green Bay as there are uses of the 
word “Capitol” in Washington. The economic effect in Green Bay 
of losing the Packers would be as bad, relatively speaking, as removal 
of the seat of Government from the District of Columbia would be 
upon Washington. This whole structure has been built up over a 
period of years under the assumption that the team’s legal position 
was solidified. Its destruction, by retroactive application of a novel 
Supreme Court decision is unthinkable. 
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Let me cite a specific and concrete example of loss to the community 
in the event the Radovich ruling is allowed to stand. 

Nineteen fifty-five was a year of decision for Green Bay and the 
Packers. The team had outgrown the old and obsolete wooden city 
stadium from which the Packers had operated for years. A new sta- 
dium was needed and this required a basic decision by the city as to 
whether such expenditure was justified. The city fathers, after in- 
vestigation and debate, decided it was. They felt professional foot- 
ball, after 36 years of operation, was here to stay. They had confi- 
dence in the local team and its management. They felt that the team’s 
widespread fan support would continue to grow, as the area in and 
around Green Bay has prospered and grown. No question entered 
their minds as to the soundness of the legal base on which professional 
football rested. They felt there was little or no difference between 
football and baseball, and baseball’s status had been reaffirmed in the 
Toolson case in 1953. 

The city council, therefore, approved a stadium-bond issue, subject 
to a referendum by the voters. In the spring of 1956, the bond issue 
was overwhelmingly approved by the citizens. Plans were drawn, 
contracts were let, and construction of a new million-dollar stadium 
began last fall. 

The Radovich decision was handed down this spring, on February 
25. That decision retroactively condemned a basic assumption of 
the people of Green Bay that the legal structure of professional foot- 
ball was firm. 

The stadium will be finished and dedicated this fall. Let me take 
this opportunity to invite the members of this committee to attend 
its dedication as my guests. We hope that we will have reason to 
feel that the team is going to be continuing and that professional 
football is still with us and still in Green Bay. We would like to 
have you join us in the dedication. 

Mr. Katine. On behalf of the chairman, I accept. 

The Cuarrman. Unless busily engaged elsewhere. 

Mr. Byrnes. Even now, Mr. Chairman, the workmen are finishing 
this stadium which may have lost its reason for being if the decision 
is allowed to stand. 

The Cuarrman. I want to compliment Green Bay for its activity. 

Mr. Keatrna. And for their representation in Congress. 

The Cuarrman. Yes; I have said that before. But I wanted to note 
that the report of the Attorney General’s National Committee To 
Study the Antitrust Laws had this to say in connection with the 
contention that elements spend money and go into new fields on the 
basis of court decisions: 

It has never been the law that particular decisions, even on consent, were 
“contracts” or “understandings” between courts and litigants. The argument 
of protecting business interests built up in reliance on prior decisions, if 
extended, would dangerously limit the adaptability and growth of the law. 

I don’t necessarily agree with that. But I do want to say that there 
is some opinion in this country along those lines, and there is this 
conclusion of the Attorney General’s committee on that. 

Mr. Byrnes. But I was quoting, Mr. Chairman, the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the Radovich case, where they say they wouldn’t 
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dare do anything as far as the baseball situation was concerned ; they 
wouldn’t want to bring it under the Antitrust Act at this date because 
of the enormous capital that had been invested in reliance upon the 
Federal Baseball case. 

All I am suggesting, Mr. Chairman, is that football and the com- 
munity of Green Bay went ahead in reliance on the Federal Baseball 
case and also in reliance on the Toolson case and made investments 
and is making them today. So that if the Supreme Court’s logic was 
good in this part of the Radovich case, then I would say we can use 
that today to say that Congress should act, and that is the only point 
Iam making. There is no use arguing about what the Supreme Court 
said or hasn’t said. They have held that football is under the antitrust 
laws, and as a result we have a real problem. It puts football in a 
really difficult situation, and I believe there is an obligation, and I 
hope we will fulfill it, for Congress to act so as to preserve this sport. 

The Cuatrrman. I want to find out how perilous inaction might be. 
Let’s assume Congress doesn’t act, what would happen to the next 
football season ? 

Mr. Byrnes. It does not act ? 

The Cuatrman. Let’s assume that. What would happen? 

Mr. Byrnes. I am not going to suggest that they are not going to 
be playing any football next fall, but 1 suggest there will be a gradual 
deterioration, and all teams will be subject to a flood of litigation 
which would be costly and bankrupt some teams. 

The Cuatrman. Do you feel that we ought to act expeditiously? 

Mr. Byrnes. I think we should act, if at all possible, Mr. Chairman, 
during this session of Congress. 

The Cuarrman. So as to save all that difficulty that you mentioned? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Keating. 

Mr. Keatine. Mr. Chairman, now, may I ask specifically how we 
should act. The gentleman has introduced a bill that is quite similar 
to the bill which I have introduced, and I assume you think that is 
the right approach to this problem. Tell us why you think that? 

The Cuatrman. It is almost exactly the same; isn’t it? 

Mr. Byrnes. Without one exception it is identical, Mr. Chairman. 
In fact, I did introduce a companion bill to Mr. Keating’s which was 
identical. However, it was apparent that probably the use of the 
term “employment” was not broad enough to include the selection 
system, and therefore the new bill I introduced is a clean bill which 
says that as far as professional team sports are concerned they are 
subject to the antitrust laws, but because of the uniqueness of the 
business there are certain aspects that should be outside of it. 

Those exceptions are (1) playing rules of the game, (2) the organ- 
ization of leagues and associations, (3) contracts relating to opera- 
tion within specified geographical areas, and (4) mapeeraant of 
players. H. R. 8124 is identical with Mr. Keating’s bill except that 
the fourth exception is changed to the “Selection and employment of 
players.” The addition of the word “selection” has been made be- 
cause of a feeling that the term “employment” may not be broad 
enough to include professional football’s player selection system. 

I will add that I have no objection to having a proviso to section 4 

roviding the rule of reason which was suggested by this committee 
in its 1952 report. 
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The Cuatrman. I would like at this point just for clarification only 
to have counsel ask you some questions. I have gone over these ques- 
tions myself, and I think they are very pertinent to bring out exactly 
what I think should be in the record. 

Mr. Maerz. Mr, Congressman, would you agree that the public 
poriey contained in the antitrust laws should be paramount in the 

eld of professional sports unless it is demonstrated in these hearings 
beyond a reasonable doubt that a particular sport cannot survive with- 
out an exemption from the antitrust policy of this country ? 

Mr. Byrnzs. Well, I think you have got to take these four areas that 
I have suggested in this bill outside of the purview of the antitrust 
laws. I think as far as general business operations of football or the 
other team sports is concerned, the policy should apply, but with re- 
spect to those aspects that are related to preserving competition and 
which require concerted action and require possibly even some limi- 
tations, I couldn’t agree that the policy should control. 

Mr. Maerz. Under your bill, as I understand it, all professional 
sports SebarDr res, baseball, football, basketball, and hockey, initially 
are made subject to the antitrust laws, and then various exemptions 
are made for particular activities in these team sports; is that right? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right. 

Mr. Materz. It is correct, is it not, that you would exempt from 
the operation of the antitrust laws the playing rules for baseball, 
football, basketball, and hockey ? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right. 

Mr. Maerz. What do you mean by playing rules? 

Mr. Byrnes. How many downs you allow a team and how many 
strikes to call a player out, et cetera. 

Mr. Maerz. Have any instances come to your attention where the 
playing rules of any of these sports have involved activities that are 
questionable under the antitrust laws ? 

Mr. Byrnes. Not that I knowof. I don’t know whether they would 
be or not. It is very possible that they wouldn’t be in violation of the 
antitrust laws. These exceptions are put in, I might say to counsel, 
simply as the four main areas that differentiate this kind of a busi- 
ness, this sport business, from the normal business that we were think- 
ing about when we passed the antitrust laws. One of them, of course, 
is playing rules. The other is the organization of leagues. I should 
point out that all of these exceptions require a combination and con- 
certed action on the part of the members of the league. At least to 
that extent they would meet that test of the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Maerz. Your bill with respect to baseball, football, basketball, 
and hockey, as I understand it, would exempt from the antitrust laws 

1) all matters relative to the organization of leagues and associations, 
to} all agreements among leagues and clubs relating to the rights 
of parties to such contracts or agreements to operate within specified 

ographical areas, and, (3) all contracts in connection with the se- 
ection and employment of players. What areas in the sports of base- 
ball, football, basketball, and hockey would remain subject to the 
antitrust laws under your bill? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, on Monday there were a number of questions. 

Mr. Mriter. Would you repeat that question ? 

The Cuarrman. Read the exemptions that are in the bill of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin which you have before you, I think. Then 
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the question was what would be left in those organized sports that 
would remain under the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Byrnes. I think all of the other normal business operations 
which didn’t have a relationship to the sport aspect of it. For in- 
stance, I think they were talking on Monday about television con- 
tracts and so forth. I would think that television contracts were, as 
far as I would be concerned, outside of the sport itself in their busi- 
ness operation. 

Mr. Maerz. What I am trying to get at, are the provisions of the 
bill itself. 

Mr. Byrnes. I think selling peanuts, which you talked about Mon- 
day, or popcorn, I think that kind of operation hasn’t anything to do 
with preserving competition. What I am worried about is possible 
interference with the nub of the business which is the competition— 
the race for the pennant by a league. As soon as you eliminate that, 
you are going to eliminate spectator interest. They are not going to 
go out and see just an exhibition of the fine art. 

The Cuatrman. You say there would be left negotiations concern- 
ing radio and television. Is there anything else that would be left 
subject to the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Byrnes. Frankly, Mr. Chairman, I don’t think it is a fair ques- 
tion, because I think any of the business operations 

The CHAtmrman. Name any other factors. 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, possibly stadium contracts or dealing with con- 
cessionaires. They would be subject to the antitrust laws, except as 
they may be held to be purely intrastate operations, I don’t know what 
the court will decide, but with that I wouldn’t interfere. 

Mr. Keatitne. Advertising contracts? 

Mr. Byrnes. Yes. 

Mr. Maerz. Mr. Congressman, the reason for these questions is to 
see if the bill actually exempts some of the activities you have men- 
tioned from the antitrust laws or keeps these activities under the anti- 
trust laws. 

Your bill exempts from the antitrust laws matters relative to the 
organization of leagues and associations. Is it not correct that the 
major league rules in baseball, for example, comprise part of the or- 
ganizational structure of professional baseball ? 

Mr. Byrnes. I can’t comment on the baseball situation. Give mea 
few more years, and if the Milwaukee Braves keep going the way they 
are, then I will probably know a little more about the baseball situa- 
tion. 

The Cuatmrman. But your bill does cover baseball ? 

Mr. Byrnes. It does. 

The Cuatrman. It is very pertinent that we know what its import 
is so far as baseball is concerned. 

Mr. Byrnes. The rules of baseball and what their organizational 
rules provide, if there are some of them that would relate to a normal 
business activity that would be something that those experts—I think 
you have some of them here today—in the baseball leagues would be 
much more competent, frankly, to testify to. 

Mr. Matrrz. Since your bill exempts from the antitrust laws the 
organization of leagues and associations, wouldn’t the owners of the 
clubs in these various sports have carte blanche authority to exempt 
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from the antitrust laws anything they want to exempt by merely 
adopting rules? 

r. Byrnes. Frankly, I don’t think so, but if the committee has a 
worry in that respect, I don’t see why you can’t even here in a gener- 
alized proviso make clear the limitation that you intend. 

The CHarrmAn. I am sure the members of the committee realize 
that if oo should pass your bill or Mr. Keating’s bill, it would 
give carte blanche authority to the owners of the elubs to change their 
rules and exempt any of their activities from the antitrust laws. 
Wouldn’t we in a certain sense be delegating our authority unduly by 
saying anything you do in the future has our approval ? 

r. Byrnes. Frankly, I don’t think there is any obligation upon 
Congress at all, Mr. Chairman, to run baseball and determine the rules 
that are going to be the rules of the game or the rules of football. I 
don’t think in the first instance we have either the obligation or even 
the right to be operating in that field. I think we should recognize 
the self-policing aspect of these businesses. 

The Cuarmman. I want to find out, if the Congress should, as it does 
say under this bill, give the owners the right free from the antitrust 
laws, to control the organization of leagues and associations. 

Mr. Keattne. You don’t do that. 

The CaHamrman. Yes; you do. You give that exemption. 

Mr. Keatrne. That is an exemption. 

The Carman. In other words, under your bill the antitrust laws 
would not apply to the playing rules of the game, to the organization 
of leagues and associations, to contracts and agreements between the 
Jeagues and between clubs, to the rights of the parties to such contracts 
to operate within specified geographical areas, and to the selection of 
employment of players. 

am not necessarily against this or for it. I want to know what 
this all means. Does it mean that Congress will say in advance, 
“Here, you owners of the 16 teams in the American League and in the 
National League, you have a blank check to make any agreements you 
wish, make any changes in these rules, make any changes concerning 
contracts of players, make any changes concerning restrictive contracts 
between yourselves. 

I am just wondering whether the Congress has power to do a thing 
like that? Iask forinformation. You are a lawyer. 

Mr. Byrnes. Congress did have the power to pass the antitrust laws, 
and in passing them, Mr. Chairman, they had in mind, and I think 
the chairman will agree with me, the normal type of business opera- 
tion—selling automobiles or manufacturing automobiles and distrib- 
uting them or any of the normal business activities. But I would ven- 
ture to say that no member of Congress when any of these antitrust 
laws were passed ever envisioned their application and gave considera- 
tion to their application to a professional sport. 

Th Cratrman. We are talking about your bill. 

Mr. Byrnes, That is what I am saying, and all our bill does is say 
these laws which Congress passed directed toward a normal type of 
a business operation shall not apply in these particular respects to 
organized football, baseball, basketball, and hockey. 

The Cuatrrman. Put it this way: Under your bill, can they organize 
any way they wish with immunity from the antitrust laws? 
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Mr. Byrnes. Under the antitrust laws? 

The Cuarrman. Can members of the baseball league organize any 
way they wish and thus have immunity from the operation of the 
antitrust laws under the broad exemptions of your bill? 

Mr. Byrnes. I don’t think so, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. Why not? Give mea reason why you answer that 
way. What is there in the bill that would enable the Department of 
Justice to get after anything that the owners might do even in radio 
and television, in blacklisting and boycotting and advertising? They 
may do this by contracts between members of the league. With one 
breath you say that is out; in the other breath I think you have to say 
that they are in. 

Mr. Byrnes. Of course, it is difficult in these days to speculate in 
advance as to what interpretation the court is going to put on most 
anything. We didn’t think that they would put football under the 
antitrust laws, and they still haven’t put baseball, and and certainly 
under baseball these things that you mentioned, and the Chair is 
worrying about, aren’t subject to the antitrust laws. 

Now, to say how the court is going to interpret organized leagues 
and associations and the right to contract and so on is certainly a very 
difficult thing. I suggest to the committee if they have some area that 
they are very concerned about and the committee feels would be against 
public policy and would be a situation that wouldn’t be self-policing, 
then I would have no objection to including a reasonable restriction. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you feel 

Mr. Byrnes. I don’t feel the bill is perfect, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuarrMan. You mean to say these exemptions may be too broad 
and we should look into it? 

Mr. Byrnes. They might possibly be. 

Mr. Matrerz. Mr. Chairman. Mr. Congressman, to turn to exemp- 
tion No. 3 of your bill, which reads “contracts and agreements between 
leagues and between clubs relating to the rights of the parties to such 
contracts or agreements to operate within specified geographic areas.” 
Now, I take it that this means that geographic restrictions by leagues 
would be entirely exempt from the antitrust laws; is that correct? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, there again, if there is some area the committee 
is worried about, it can be taken care of by a reasonable restriction. 
I think, however, that in order to have a league, in order to have a 
pennant race, in order to have the heart of the sport, you have to 
have agreements as to areas and jurisdictions of the teams just as much 
as you do in the allocation of radio or television channels. You just 
can’t pile up more than the area can absorb and maintain. Otherwise 
it is going to be to the disadvantage of the public, the players, the 
owners, and everybody concerned. 

The Cuarrman. What do you mean by geographical restrictions? 
Assume, for example—and I don’t say this has or hasn’t happened, 
I am seeking information on this—assume that the National League 
or the American League in baseball sought to prevent a third league 
from being formed. Could they, under this exemption, prevent a 
third league from being formed ? 

Mr. Byrnes. I don’t think so. 

The Cuarrman. You think not? 

Mr. Byrnes. Frankly, I don’t. 
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The Cuairman. If that happened 

Mr. Byrnes. There again, Mr. Chairman, I think we have to be 
a little careful that we don’t waste time looking for these ghosts under 
the bed. I don’t suppose there is any activity, any business activity, 
political activity, or other activity of national life that is as much 
subject to scrutiny as is organized sports. It is amazing to me, Mr. 
Chairman, as I think it would be for any Member, to look at your aver- 
age daily newspaper and the space given daily to sports activities and 
professional sports. The space devoted to baseball today and football 
compared to any other single aspect of the political scene, interna- 
tional scene or anything else, dwarfs these others by comparison. Pub- 
lic scrutiny is always at work. 

The Cuarrman. Scrutiny by whom? 

Mr. Byrnes. The public,.and the public are the people that these 
teams depend upon for their support. As soon as they lose public 
interest and support, they are out of existence. You wouldn’t have 
any Packer football team in the league today if there weren’t 1,700 
citizens of Green Bay who were willing to buy nonprofit stock back 
in the early 1950’s. 

The Cuarrman. Suppose the public doesn’t know what is behind 
the scenes? 

Mr. Byrnes. I have greater respect for the press and the sports- 
writers, Mr. Chairman, than to suggest that. 

The Cuarmrman. Suppose the press is kept uninformed about it? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, that is a supposition, Mr. Chairman, that I can’t 
indulge in. 

Mr. Maerz. Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Maletz. 

Mr. Manrrz. Let’s see how your bill might operate. Let’s assume 
that a professional football league had a binding agreement—this is a 
hypothetical case—that under no circumstances would a franchise be 
awarded to Green Bay. 

The Craimman. Let me go back to the press. We are trying to 
find out, for example, whether the Dodgers of my town are going to 
move to Los Angeles. We don’t know. Does the press know? Does 
the public know? We haven’t any information on it. We have 
denials and affirmations, and we don’t know. 

Mr. Byrnes. You will know when the act is done. 

The Cuarrman. Only after it is done. 

Mr. Byrnes. But we can’t legislate on the basis of what might be 
intentions in people’s minds, or speculation. 

The Cuatrman. I know, but you said that the public is informed. 
There is a case where the public is not informed. We just don’t know. 

Mr. Byrnes. Mr. Chairman, we are apparently informed that there 
is something going on in this area, because there is certainly plenty of 
speculation about it. 

The Cuarrman. What is it that is going on? 

Mr. Byrnes. That there is talk of a change of location. 

The Cuatrman. I wish you would tell us. 

Mr. Byrnes. The very thing the chairman is speculating about. 

The Crarrman. I wish you would relieve the anxiety of many 
thousands of Brooklyn fans about that. 

Mr. Matetz. Under your bill, suppose—and this is a hypothetical 
case—a professional football league had a binding agreement that 
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under no circumstances would a franchise be awarded to Milwaukee, 
we will say, or Green Bay. That type of agreement would be exempt 
from the antitrust laws under your bill; would it not? 

Mr. Byrnes. Probably would. 

Mr. Materz. Let’s go one step farther. Suppose the agreement 
provided for expulsion of any team in the league if it or any of its 
= participated in a game against a Green Bay team or a 

ilwaukee team. That would also be exempt under your bill from 
the antitrust laws; would it not? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, counsel might want to interpret it as going that 
far. Frankly, I wouldn’t, although I can’t say to the gentleman that 
the wording used here may not encompass that. I repeat, if there are 
areas where the committee desires to put in the test of reasonableness 
ws suggested in its report of 1952, I can’t argue on that point. 

The Cuarrman. That is a very fair answer. 

Mr. Byrnes. There is no allegation of  saanler. and I don’t think 
Congressman Keating, whose bill this follows, would contend that it is 
necessarily perfect. 

Mr. Keatina. If I did, I wouldn’t have any support. 

Mr. Maerz. Mr. Congressman, it is correct, 1s it not, that each 
club in the league—I am referring particularly to baseball at the 

resent time—has the right to authorize or not authorize the right to 
Sosedamd or televise its games? 

Mr. Byrnes. Under the Supreme Court case, as far as the television 
is concerned, I understand yes. 

Mr. Maerz. Therefore, isn’t it true that any agreement between 
clubs as to the broadcast of games relates to the rights of the parties 
to the agreement ? 

Mr. Byrnes. I think there was a reasonable test there applied by 
the Court as a matter of course. 

Mr. Matetz. The Philadephia case? 

Mr. Byrnes. Right. 

Mr. Maerz. Isn’t it true that any agreement between clubs as to 
the broadcast of games relates to the rights of the parties? 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, we are not suggesting that we upset the tele- 
vision case one way or the other. 

Mr. Matetz. Isn’t it true that any agreement between clubs as to 
the broadcast of games relates to the right of parties? 

Mr. Byrnes. I suspect that it does. , 

Mr. Maerz. Therefore under your exemption No. 3, isn’t it a fact 
that the league and the club owners could by agreement impose 
whatever geographic limitations they want on the broadcasting and 
television of games? 

Mr. Byrnes. I would think that even there it would have to be 
within the realm of reason. 

Mr. Matetz. I am talking about the bill. 

Mr. Byrnes. Even under the bill, because you had the application of 
the television case without reference to this bill and a rule of reason 
was applied there. The Court held that here the agreement that they 
had was a reasonable agreement and necessary for their protection. 

Mr. Matetz. Your bill exempts all contracts and agreements be- 
tween leagues and between clubs relating to the rights of parties to 
such contracts or agreement to operate within specified geographic 
areas. Let me ask you this question: Under this third exemption 
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couldn’t the owners of clubs agree among themselves to prevent or 
blackout all radio and television broadcasting of a game within 
whatever geographic areas they specified ? a 

Mr. Byrnes. I think it would still have to be within reason. There 
is no question but what you can, in discussing any legislation, con- 
jure up possible activities that would under a great stretch of the 
imagination take place, but they don’t. The practical application 1s 
such that they don’t, and I think if there is any area where there is a 
self-policing in our business cneneny it is in the field of sports, and 
particularly in the field of professional sports where the business 1s so 
cognizant that they must have public support. 

r. Keatinc. Mr. Chairman. If these hypothetical cases of far- 
fetched character do occur, Congress is al] the time amending existing 
legislation to take care of future eventualities that aren’t foreseen. 

r. Byrnes. I think that is right, and, of course, I don’t think we 
can as a Congress pass laws which will make positive that some league 
or some organization doesn’t cut its own throat. 

The Cuarrman. Well, the point is—— 

Mr. Byrnes. I don’t think that is our obligation. I think it is our 
obligation to make sure that our laws do not inhibit. 

The Cuarrman. Oh, no, I think we have to try to analyze this as 
best we can and try to anticipate these problems. I don’t think they 
are so farfetched as the gentleman from New York indicates. It may 
be to the advantage of certain clubs to do that, I don’t know. But I 
think it is the responsibility of our committee to check on these matters 
and to enlist information. This doesn’t mean that we are against or 
for anything. I don’t know what all the provisions of this bill mean. 

Mr. Byrnes. My only suggestion, Mr. Chairman, is that there is 
always going to be somebody who is going to find something wrong 
with something that is done, and I don’t think we can anticipate taking 
seecuaienesy action against each of the possibilities that can occur. 

don’t think that can be done. 

Now, that is particularly true in sports. If you were in Green Bay 
on the Monday following any football game, and particularly if the 
Packers have lost, you can go to any drugstore or street corner down- 
town and you can find people who can tell you what was done wrong 
the day before—the coach made this mistake, the quarterback made 
this mistake, and they should get rid of such and such a coach. It is 
the nature of the sport that you are going to have people who are 
going to be critical all of the time of things that are done. 

_The Cuatrman. There could be this kind of agreements and your 
bill grants an exemption for it. Therefore we are trying to find out 
what is in your bill. 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right. I think when we enacted the antitrust 
laws which say that certain things should not be done, we weren’t 
thinking of team sports. We were thinking of the normal business 
activity that is conducted in this country, and we weren’t thinking 
of baseball. It is only now, this year, that we have had thrown upon 
us the proposition that professional sports are under the antitrust 
laws. It was a threat but that is all up until now. 

The Cramman. With all due deference, I take exception to that, 
because when we passed the antitrust laws there was no such thing as 
television, no such thing as radio, and yet the antitrust laws are 
applicable to them today. 
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Mr. Roprno. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Mitrer. Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. I recognize the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. Roprno. Mr. Congressman, may I ask you this. Do you take 
the position that this is the only legislative solution to the problem 
which we are discussing ? 

Mr. Byrnes. No, but I think it would be a solution. 

Mr. Roprno. But it isn’t the only legislative solution ? 

If we were to find as a result of our study that there necessarily 
must be a solution, but the solution isn’t the measure that you advance 
or the measure that has been advanced by the gentleman from New 
York to this committee, would you support a solution which would 
permit professional sports, such as football, to continue in a com- 

etitive manner and which would assure that managers and players 
e equitably treated ? 

Mr. Byrnes. As long as it doesn’t interfere with the heart of the 
proposition, namely, the race for the pennant and the competition— 
the thing that really brings in the spectators and makes the sport 
exist. 

Mr. Roprno. Thank you. 

Mr. Mirier. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ceiter. Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Mituer. Mr. Witness, I think, incidentally, you have made an 
excellent statement, and I agree with much of what you have said. 
I want to know if you agree with this observation. The counsel 
talked about contracts or agreements between leagues and between 
clubs relating to the rights of the parties, to operate in specified geo- 
graphical areas, and referred to hypothetical cases such as blackout of 
television and radio which might be detrimental to the public, as an 
illustration of the fact that your specified geographical area quotation 
in section 3 might be too broad. Now, on the other hand, isn’t it true 
that these sports, and particularly football, have very peculiar require- 
ments in regard to these geographical areas that isn’t true of any other 
kind of operation? In other words, you have got a scheduling prob- 
lem to meet. 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right. 

Mr. Mitxier. You couldn’t have a league wherein the team would be 
required to play one day on the east coast and on the west coast the 
Sohonone day with the transportation costs involved and with the 
time element involved. 

Now, another thing in regard to this geographical area problem; 
to show that some such provision is necessary in regard to this sport 
operation. It is different from a normal business. For example, the 
manufacture of paper cups in Wisconsin isn’t affected because some- 
one manufacturing paper cups in Florida goes out of business. In 
sports it is necessary in order to maintain the league that these teams 
operate within geographical areas that can support them financially 
and maintain them. 

Tf a team in one area cannot be supported and halfway through 
the season goes out of business, then there is no team with which thie 
other team may play ona certain Sunday. Therefore we must in this 
legislation give some thought to the idea that there must be some pro- 
tection given to leagues in regard to these geographical locations so 
they may operate both from a schedule standpoint and on a permanent 
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basis at least for a season so that there can be no possibility of the 
destruction of the whole league in the course of a season by the loss of 
one team in the league. 

Mr. Byrnes. The gentleman is eminently correct. 

Mr. McCutiocu. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask one more 
question. Did I understand the witness to say that he would have no 
objection to phraseology in this bill if this phrase Mr. Miller has 
been talking about takes us into a field of business that does not 
touch the heart of the situation as you have described it. You would 
have no objection to changing that ? 

Mr. Byrnes. What we are trying to do is to ee the sport as- 
pect, the things that go up to make the sport, keep the sport going, 
and to prevent the harassment of litigation. We recognize in the 
first instance that to have a league you have to have a combination of 
owners. They have to act in concert, which is one of the prime tests 
of whether they are violating the antitrust laws. So we start out with 
that element present in any of these activities which are absolutely 
essential if you are going to have a continuation of the sport. 

Mr. McCunxocn. And therefore you would have no objection to 
any regulation that we might see fit to attach to any business activity 
that does not get to the heart of the sport in question ? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right. Before giving it carte blanche ap- 
proval, however, I would want to be sure that it didn’t inhibit in any 
way the competitive aspects of the sport itself and its practical 
operation. 

Mr. Rocers. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry I was so late and didn’t 
get an opportunity to hear the gentleman’s supplemental statement 
here. As you recall, he deals with the statement filed by Mr. Hansen, 
the Assistant Attorney General. I take it from the statement that the 
gentleman has made this morning, that he does not belive that Mr. 
Hansen is well aware of all of the facts as they relate to football. Now, 
Mr. Hansen the other day indicated that he would be glad to return 
any time we wanted. Are we going tocall him? 

The CHatrman. Mr. Hansen has agreed to come back, if we desire. 

Mr. Keattne. Mr. Chairman, may I ask this question which seems 
to me rather basic? The purpose of our antitrust laws is in general 
to foster competition. The gentleman will accept that statement. 

Mr. Byrnes. Right. 

Mr. Keartrna. Now, isn’t this sports area a peculiar and unique 
area where the imposition of the antitrust laws would do just the 
opposite and would stifle competition ? 

Mr. Byrnes. That is right. 

Mr. Kratrine. Because if you strike down the reserve clause and 
the selection system and everything else, wouldn’t you then be actually 
stifling competition ? 

Mr. Byrnes. The very things that we need the most would be out- 
lawed, namely, the player selection system and the reserve clause. 
They are essential in order to try to keep the teams as competitive 
sportswise as possible so that when a spectator goes to a stadium to 
witness the game he says, “Well, now it is a gamble as to who is going 
to win this game and who is going to win the next game and who is 
going to win the pennant.” If you get a stipulation, Mr. Chairman, 
where it is a foregone conclusion who is going to win tomorrow’s 
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game, and there is no question but that team A is bound to win, your 
crowds dwindle, you have no spectators, you have no gate receipts, you 
have no sport, and you have no business. That is what we are afraid 
of. 

Mr. Mitrer. Could I ask just one more question, Mr. Chairman? 
In other words, Mr. Witness, I think that we have come to the nub 
of this thing in the observation made by Mr. Keating with which I 
agree, that the question here is when you are going to have the com- 
petition. If you have unlimited competition in the first instance 
for the selection of players without the draft system or without the re- 
serve clause, then you are going to have no competition on the playing 
field, and if you have no competition on the playing field eventually 
you are going to destroy the sport. So there will be no opportunity 
for any player to gain anything from the sport in the eventuality it 
is placed under the restrictive covenants of the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Byrnes. That is the whole thing in a nutshell. 

The Cuamman. Of course, there are a lot of people who disagree 
with that point of view, but we will hear from them later on. 

Mr. Materz. Mr. Byrnes, to turn now to your exemption No. 4 
relating to the selection and employment of players. Now, is it or is 
it not a fact that under this exemption, regardless of what restric- 
tions were placed in the player’s contract, those restrictions would be 
immunized from the antitrust laws ? 

Mr. Byrnes. Let us save time here, too. I pointed out earlier that 
the subcommittee in 1952 spoke on the matter of the reserve clause 
and suggested that a rule of reason be applied. I said further if this 
was extended to include professional football’s employee selection sys- 
tem, I would have no objection. If the committee thinks that exemp- 
tion No. 4 needs that modification, I will raise no objection whatever, 
and as I suggested before, Commissioner Bell agrees that football can 
live with it. 

Mr. Keartne. In substantiation of what Mr. Byrnes said, in my 
opening statement—which was challenged by the chairman as not 
being objective, which was perhaps a valid criticism, if criticism was 
in order—I made it clear that we might have to narrow somewhat the 
reserve clause restriction. I had in mind something along the lines 
of what we talked about when we were investigating the baseball 
situation in 1951. I share your views, and while I am at it, because 
of the peculiar situation in football, I share your views that the word 
“selection” ought to be in there to cover the football situation. 

Mr. Materz. I think I have 1 or 2 further questions, Mr. Byrnes, 
and then I am through. Is it not possible that under the present 
exemption No, 4 the owners of clubs could specify in their player con- 
tracts, that as a condition of the contract no player could ever belong 
to a players’ organization ¢ 

Mr. Byrnes. Well, no, not if you read section 2 of the bill. 

Mr, Materz. But couldn’t the player contract away the right given 
him under section 2? 

Mr. Byrnes. I doubt it. I don’t think he could. I don’t think you 
can give in one section and take away in the others, because in sec- 
tion 2 of the bill we are very specific as to what rights we give as far 
as players are concerned. 

Mr. Maerz. Congress passed section 6 of the Clayton Act of 1914 
giving labor the right to form unions, and that is apparently the pur- 
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pose of your section 2. Now, subsequent to that, is it not correct that 
employers in hiring personnel inserted a provision in the employment 
contract prohibiting the employee from forming or belonging to a 
labor union, and was not that the reason for passage of the Norris- 
LaGuardia Act? 

Mr. Byrnes. I won’t argue that with the gentleman, but let me 
suggest that all we are exempting them from is the antitrust laws— 
we don’t exempt them from the National Labor Relations Act, and 
certainly under the National Labor Relations Act they would have 
the right to organize and bargain collectively ; wouldn’t they ? 

Mr. Materz. I am wondering if that right could be contracted away 
under your bill. 

Mr. Byrnes. I don’t think we can contract it away under the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act, and we are not exem ting them from the 
National Labor Relations Act. They are ae it. In addition 
these is section 2 of the bill. 

Mr. Maerz. Under your exemption No. 4 couldn’t the club owners 
specify in the player contract that no player, once he signs a contract 
with a club could ever engage for his entire lifetime in any other sport 
or in any particular type of commercial activity ? 

Mr. Byrnes. I think that is a moot question, because, frankly, as 
far as my position is concerned, I think I have made it clear that we 
are not contending for that right. We are contending for a rule of 
reason. 

Mr. Materz. In other words, do you think that your exemption No. 
4 is too broad as presently worded ? 

The Cuatrman. You would be willing to have us consider changes? 

Mr. Byrnes. Yes, and that is why I said in the beginning that we 
could avoid any controversy on that question. 

The Cuarmrman. You have two statements. Do you want both 
placed in the record, Mr. Byrnes? 

Mr. Byrnes. I have dovetailed one into the other. I would ask 
permission to revise and extend the remarks. ih 

The CuarrmMan. We are very grateful to you for your contribution 
this morning. I want to express my gratitude to you for your patience 
and for your willingness to enlighten us on this very difficult problem. 

Mr. Byrnes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to express to the 
committee my appreciation for their willingness at this very busy 
stage of the congressional sessions, to give the time to tr ing to iron 
out this matter, and I would certainly hope that you could find some 
way that positive action could be taken to clear the air during this 
session. 

Mr. Keatine. Mr. Chairman, in both Mr. Byrnes’ bill and mine, 
we had this section: “providing nothing should be construed as 
depriving any players of the right to bar ain collectively.” I am 
just wondering if in the light of recent legislation which we have had 
on the floor whether we are going to get a right-to-play amendment. I 
suppose it would be germane probably to this bill to put in a right to 

lay. 
z The CHamman. Thank you very much, Mr. Congressman. 

Mr. Byrnes. Thank you. 

The CuareMan. Our next witness is our distinguished Representa- 
tive and honorable colleague from Florida, Mr, Herlong. I apologize 
to you for keeping you waiting. 

96797—57—pt. 16 
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TESTIMONY OF HON. A. S. HERLONG, MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 
FIFTH DISTRICT, FLORIDA 


Mr. Herrona. That is all right, Mr. Chairman. I am delighted to 
have the privilege of being here to talk to you a few moments about 
this proposed legislation before the committee, and please don’t worry 
about my waiting. I have enjoyed the colloquy between the distin- 
guished gentleman from Wisconsin and the members of the committee. 
I can say, as is usual, Mr. Byrnes has done a splendid job for the group 
that he represents. 

Today I want to confine my remarks, if I may, to professional 
baseball. 

The Cuarmman. Have you a statement? 

Mr. Hertone. I have a statement from which I will talk. I don’t 
have a statement for the members, because f shall not stick directly to 
this statement. 

Mr. Keattne. May I interrupt just a minute. I notice another dis- 
tinguished and lovable colleague of ours, the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, Mr. Chelf. I think it would be nice if he would come up here. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Chelf, why don’t you join us? 

Mr. Cuetr. I just came because of my great love for the game. 

The Crarman. The only trouble with Frank Chelf is that they 
only make whisky in his district. 

Mr. Hertona. Mr. Chairman, as some of you may recall, I appeared 
before this committee in 1951, at which time you were considering a 
number of bills on the application of the antitrust laws to professional 
baseball. While the same arguments against putting professional 


baseball under the antitrust laws apply today as applied in 1951, I 
shall not repeat my 1951 testimony in detail. I would, however, like 
to bring it up to date. 

T should like first to, I hope, in part qualify myself, not as an expert, 


but as a person who has had at least some limited experience in base- 
ball. . I have played a little baseball. I have served as the president 
ofaclass Dclub. Ihave been a business manager of a class D baseball 
club. I have been a director and president of a class D baseball 
league. My club was the Leesburg, Fla., baseball team, and my league 
was the Florida State League. 

The Cuatrman. What did you play? 

Mr. Hertonea. I was the worst hitting first baseman in the history 
of basball. You know some players are good fielders and poor hitters. 
I was both. I wasa poor fielder and a poor hitter. 

The CHarrmaNn. First base. 

Mr. Rogers. What class league? 

The Cuatrrman. You made up for that while you were in Congress. 
You are a good hitter and a good fielder. 

Mr. Rocers. He led some good Democratic teams. 

Mr. Hertone. I can say for the past few years I have been the 
raanager for the team with the highest average salary of any baseball 
club in the country. Certainly the highest minimum salary. While 
I think it well, Mr. Chairman, that this committee hear witnesses rep- 
resenting the major leagues, I hasten to remind the committee that the 
minor leagues are the basic foundation upon which all professional 
baseball is built. The major leagues are just the frosting on the 
cake, 
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— > yarns Are you the president of the Florida International 
ague 

Mr. Hertone. I was at one time president of the Florida State 
League. I am not at this time. I haven’t been since I have been in 
Congress. 

As I say, the major leagues are simply the frosting on the cake, 
because less than 1 out of 10 boys who play professional baseball ever 
sees the inside of a major league park. 

In 1951 I introduced a bill which provided, in effect, that the anti- 
trust laws should not apply to organized professional sports enter- 
prises or to acts in the conduct of such enterprises.. My distinguished 
colleagues, the Honorable Wilbur Mills, of Arkansas, and Melvin 
Price, of Illinois, introduced identical bills. 

As you are aware, after the 1951 hearings, this committee concluded 
that it should not recommend the enactment of any legislation affecting 
the status of baseball under the antitrust laws. I know of nothing 
that has happened since that time that would justify this committee 
changing its position. On the contrary, the position that the com- 
mittee took at that time should be strengthened, as far as baseball 
is concerned, by reason of the Supreme Court decision in the Toolson 
ease, where baseball was stated to be not the subject of antitrust laws. 

Now, in view of this case, it would appear that no legislation is 
needed at the present time, at least as far as professional baseball is 
concerned. As I said, I don’t know anything about the operation 
of the other professional sports. I don’t feel qualified to comment 
one way or the other, and I feel sure that you are going to have and 
‘have had competent witnesses who can discuss their problems. As I 
have said, the gentleman from Wisconsin has certainly done a mag- 
nificent job as far as presenting the problems of professional football. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think it would be meet and proper for us 
to treat professional football differently than professional baseball? 

Mr. Hertona. Not knowing anything about the organization or 
the operation of professional football, and from a practical standpoint, 
not having had anything to do with it, I don’t want. to comment on 
whether they should be treated the same as baseball. I know that 
there is no legislation necessary as far as baseball is concerned. 

Mr. Keatina. May I ask a question on that point? Are you 
familiar with the Radovich case in professional football ? 

Mr. Hertona. No, sir; I am not. 

Mr. Keatrne. Are you familiar with the fact that the Supreme 
Court, in holding that football was a business, threw out—well, some- 
thimg with a little less dignity than a dictum, to the effect that, if 
another baseball case comes back to them, they might reach a different 
conclusion. 

The Cuarrman. A new baseball case. 

Mr. Keatrna. In other words, I know that you have been critica] 
at times of some of the Supreme Court’s reluctance to follow deci: 
sions, and isn’t there a danger that the Supreme Court might, the next 
time a baseball case comes up there, say baseball is a business, too ? 

Mr. Hertone. Of course, there is that danger there, because they 
have let the doctrine of stare decisis apparently go by the boards in 
some of their decisions. In the Toolson, however, they followed 
that doctrine, and it was to their credit they did. They may change 














68 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 





their minds, it is true. 
thing about it. 

Mr. Keating. Well, I think you ought to read that Radovich deci- 
sion before reaching the conclusion that baseball can sit back with 
the assurance that it cannot be presently affected by the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Hertona. Please understand, Mr. Keating, that I would have 
no objection. I would actively encourage the committee and urge the 
committee to pass legislation which would make it clear that baseball 
is not under the antitrust laws. I would be happy to support that 
legislation. 

The Cuamman. But you said a moment ago we should do what 
we did in 1951. 

Mr. Hertone. I said in your report you gave baseball a clean bill 
of health. You said, for example, baseball is America’s national 
pastime. You said it is a game of American origin which has long 
exemplified the finest traditions of clean, vigorous sportsmanship. 
Its outstanding record of honesty and integrity, maintained in this 
world’s chaotic condition, is a symbol to which people of the United 
States can justly point with pride. Then you went on and said a lot 
of other nice things about baseball. 

If the committee in its wisdom thinks the Supreme Court might take 
some action contrary to the ruling in the Toolson case, then I should 
certainly urge the committee to take legislative action here to prevent 
that from ever happening by such legislation as has been proposed 
to exempt them from the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Keattne. Don’t you feel, Congressman Herlong, that it would 
solve the problems that you have in mind, and perhaps meet what 
the Court might later do, if this committee should recommend legisla- 
tion which would take the peculiarly sports aspects of professional 
team sports, including baseball, out from under the antitrust laws and 
retain under those laws only such purely business activities as radio 
and television rights, concessions, and that sort of thing ? 

Mr. Hertone. That type of legislation, Mr. Keating, I would ac- 
tively support. I think it would be a splendid thing for all team 
sports. 

PMr. Roprno. Mr. Chairman. Congressman, you are not limiting 
it just to baseball ? 

M r. Hertone. I am limiting my remarks to the field about which I 
know something. 

Mr. Roprno. The legislation that you would support, according to 
Mr. Keating’s question, was—— 

Mr. Hertone. As long as it included baseball, I would be very 
happy with it; yes, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, from your answer to the question, 
I gather that you would eliminate baseball’s present exemption ? 

Mr. Hertone. Not at all. No; I wouldn’t eliminate it. 

The CmarrMAN. You say baseball now has a complete exemption. 
You spoke of tackling these exemptions concerning radio and television 
and concessions. 

Mr. Hertone. No; it was just. the opposite. We would leave those, 
as I suppose they are today, under the antitrust laws. I don’t know. 
I would assume so. 

Mr. Keattne. There isn’t any doubt, is there, that if the Yankees, 
Giants, Dodgers, and Braves and all the other teams got together and 


If they do, then is the time for us to do some- 
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said, “We are going to agree in our ball parks to charge 25 cents for 
a bag of peanuts,” the Supreme Court would hold that that was in 
violation of the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Hertone. That has no relation to the playing of the game, and 
Lam talking about the playing of the game and the rules of the game, 
and the rules of the organization and regulations set up by the organ- 
ization. 

The CuarrmaNn, I don’t agree with that at all. In 1922 the Supreme 
Court held that baseball was not interstate commerce. That was the 
crux of the opinion, and on the principle of stare decisis the Court 
decided the Toolson case. I don’t agree with Mr. Keating. All oper- 
ations of baseball, even as to peanuts, would still be exempt from the 
antitrust laws under the Supreme Court decision. 

Mr. Hertonc. While peanuts and baseball are very closely connected 
as far as the ball park is concerned, at the same time—— 

The Cuatrman. Baseball now has a complete exemption. 

Mr. Keating. Not under the wording of this. 

Mr. Hertone. It would be my judgment that the selling of peanuts 
at a baseball game has nothing to do with the rules or playing of the 
game as far as baseball is concerned. I think it is stetching the point 
a little to include that. 

The Cuamman. If you read the decision carefully in the Toolson 
case—of course reasonable minds may differ—baseball has a complete 
exemption. 

Mr. Hertone. Baseball does; yes, sir; and I am for baseball having 
complete and total exemption, but I am not for peanuts having com- 
plete and total exemption. 

Mr. Keating. But the chairman will concede that in the Radovich 
decision there is language which throws out a caveat that if the Su- 
preme Court gets another baseball case it may be treated differently. 

The Cuarman, I think the Court indicated that if it were con- 
sidering baseball anew—if we were back in 1922 and it were consider- 
ing baseball anew—there might have been a different decision. 

{r. Keating. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. I think it is very essential that this committee take 
some action one way or another on this matter. 

Mr. Hertone. Well, as long as they take it one way and not the 
other, I will be very happy with the decision. 

Mr. Chairman, may I proceed with my statement for a moment ? 

In the minor leagues, with which I am most familiar, of course, base- 
ball maintains this outstanding record I spoke of a moment ago, not 
only through the efforts of these people who are working in baseball, 
but also through the funds of public spirited local citizens, together 
with the help that the major-league teams are able to give these minor- 
league clubs. Nearly every minor-league club suffers a substantial 
loss of money each year. This loss must be made up by the local citi- 
zens or by major-league clubs with which they are affliated or have 
working agreements, or by both. If they’ didn’t have that arrange- 
ment, the minor-league clubs could not exist. 

Let me tell you something about the Florida State League, the one 
with which I am most familiar. It has eight clubs. None of these 
clubs are owned by major-league clubs. Seven of them do have 
working agreements with major-league clubs which give the local 
club relent financial assistance. The eighth club has a working 





70 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


agreement with a club in the International League. These agreements 
usually give the major-league club the right to select players from the 
minor-league clubs’ roster at the close of the year. The major-league 
clubs pay a certain amount to this club for the right to select, and 
then after they select they pay a certain amount for each player that 
they select, and there is usually a limit as to the total number they 
may select from the roster of that club at the end of the year. 

Now, the clubs in the Florida State League and the teams with 
which they have working agreements are the Cocoa club, which has 
a working agreement with the Cleveland Indians; Daytona Beach has 
a working agreement with the St. Louis Cardinals; the Gainesville 
club has a working agreement with the Detroit Tigers; and the Lees- 
burg club, my hometown, has a working agreement with the Milwau- 
kee Braves; and the Palatka club has an agreement with the Cin- 
cinnati Red Legs; the St. Petersburg club has an agreement with the 
New York Yankees: Tampa has a working agreement with the 
Philadelphia Phillies; and the Orlando club has a working agree- 
ment with Toronto of the International League. 

The Cuamman. They are not farms? 

Mr. Herione. No; they are not farms. They have working agree- 
ments. The way they do that, they will probably provide a manager 
for the club and give the club a certain amount of money each year, 
and they will pay the manager’s salary in addition. They will send 
players down there on option and pay a part of the salary of the 
player optioned. The local club has to make up the rest of the deficit 
in operating the team. In exchange for that money they give you, 
they have the manager, who is actually their employee, observing these 
ballplayers, so he will know who is a good prospect. He will recom- 
mend to the parent club, or the club who is paying his salary, that 
they select these 2 or 3 players, and then they will pay the local club 
for the players they select. Usually it works along that line. 

Now, I have not seen the reports of all of these clubs in the Florida 
State League last year. I have seen the reports of 5 of the 8 clubs. 
I am satisfied that all 8 of them lost money. I do know that the 5 
I did see lost an average of $4,000 each last year. 

The Cuarrman. How in the world were you paid a salary? 

Mr. Hertone. I will tell you. My brother was president of the 
Leesburg, Fla., club last year, and I have on many occasions seen 
him on the Ist and 15th of the month get the telephone directory 
out and go down the list and ca)l the merchants and the civic-minded 
citizens in town, and he would say, “We have got to meet this payroll 
today. What can you let me have?”—and he would get the money up 
for the salaries that way and meet the payroll. Usually he also has 
to dig in his own pocket. 

Incidentally, he serves as president without salary. He does it as a 
civic duty, and it costs him a considerable amount of money in the 
course of a year to perform that service. 

If this committee, if the Congress were to place baseball under the 
antitrust laws, Mr. Chairman, even partially, it would subject these 
National Association clubs, which are the minor-league clubs, many 
of which are already faltering, to the additional harassment of treble- 
damage suits. Moreover, abolition or substantial limitation of the 
reserve clause would probably dry up this one important source of 
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their income; that is, the income that they get from the major leagues 
by virtue of these working agreements. 

The Cuarman. In other words, you maintain that there should be 
a total exemption and not a partial exemption ? 

Mr. Hertona. I maintain that as far as baseball and the playing 
of the game and the regulations in connection with the game and the 
league are concerned, they should be exempt from the antitrust laws. 

The Cuarrman. And as to the business aspects, what do you say ? 
Should they be exempt ? 

Mr. Hertone. It depends on what you term as business aspects. 
The Supreme Court has said that baseball as such is not a business. 
Now, of course, we know that the selling of beer and peanuts and pop- 
corn is a business. 

The Cuamman. Do you think that the business aspects—like radio 
and television and concessions—should be exempt also ? 

Mr. Hertone. No, sir. I think that television and radio are neces- 
sarily in interstate commerce. I don’t think, however, that the fact 
that they are located at baseball games should bring baseball under 
interstate commerce. The baseball game is a product which is pro- 
duced on that particular field. They are not engaged in interstate 
commerce, and the fact you broadcast it across a State line should 
not put baseball in interstate commerce. 

The Cuarrman. I take it that as to radio and television you say that 
would be interstate commerce and would be subject to the antitrust 
laws. 

Mr. Hertone. As far as the radio and television rights are con- 
cerned, you mean that that should be under the antitrust laws? 

The Cuatrman, I asked you the question. 

Mr. Hertona. Well, frankly, I don’t see any reason why it shouldn’t 
be, but I can be wrong in that. I haven’t gone into that angle of it. 
I simply say the advent of television and radio shouldn’t drag base- 
ball along with it into interstate commerce. 

The Cuamrman. What about the possible monopolization by a few 
teams of many farms? Should that be under the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Hertone. I don’t think you have any practical problem there 
at all as far as monopolizing is concerned, because every time they buy 
a farm they buy a Viability. So from a practical standpoint there 
would be no problem. 

The CHarrMAN. You are not familiar with the other sports, then? 

Mr. Hertone. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. May we go off the record to discuss our schedule? 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Hertone. Mr. Chairman, I was addressing myself at this time 
to the reserve clause. I was calling attention to the fact that the 
abolition or substantial limitation of the reserve clause would probably 
dry up this one important source of revenue that the minor leagues 
have, and that is the contribution from the major leagues for the right 
to select, because it is academic that if a major league club is con- 
tributing to a minor league club, and the minor league club can’t de- 
liver players to them at the end of the season, they would not get any 
contribution from the major league club because they would have noth- 
ing to sell. 

Some people have suggested that the reserve clause might be limited 
in baseball to a period of 3 to 5 years. In that connection, I would 
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like to state that that would still be of no value to a major league club 
because they would have no interest in investing in a ball club for the 
Bo eee of training a young ballplayer, because not one out of a 
vundred of these ballplayers make the big leagues from the beginning 
of the time he signs the professional contract within the short space 
of 3or 5 years. Soif there were a limitation of 3 to 5 years placed on 
the reserve clause in baseball, it would simply mean that the major 
leagues would be contributing for the purpose of building a player up 
and at the very time they were able to get something out of him they 
would lose him. So you can see that would dry up that source of 
revenue. 

The application of the antitrust laws might also mean the abolition 
of the limitation imposed on most minor leagues on players’ salaries 
and on the number of players each team can control. This would in- 
crease tremendously the cost of fielding a minor league team. As 
these teams are already losing money, the prospect, of course, would be 
bleak indeed. 

I have read testimony. I read in the press testimony that has been 
given at this hearing to the effect that the Justice Department would 
not favor legislation abolishing the reserve clause and related rules 
if baseball and organized professional sports needed these provisions 
in order to operate. From my experience, Mr. Chairman, I say cate- 
gorically that the minor league baseball teams could not possibly 
operate without the reserve clause and these related regulations. So 
agrenne with what Mr. Hansen said that you shouldn’t do anything 
about it if they need this, I can say to you that they do need it. They 
not only need it, but they have to have it in order to operate. 

I agree with what the committee said in 1952, and I quote: 

The keystone of the entire structure of organized professional baseball is the 
so-called reserve clause, together with its attendant rules and regulations. Pro- 
fessional baseball could not operate successfully and profitably without some 
form of a reserve clause. 

Now, that is what this committee said in 1952. I concur heartily 
with your finding. 

As I stated before, I know of nothing which has occurred since 1952 
which should change this conclusion made by the committee, and cer- 
tainly these regulations are as important to minor league baseball 
today as they were in 1952. Moreover, I believe that the people of my 
State would suffer a severe loss if these class D baseball teams went 
out of existence. 

Mr. Chairman, a baseball team is an important asset to any town. 
It illustrates for our boys and young men the finest traditions of good 
sportsmanship. It provides wholesome moderately priced entertain- 
ment for all of us. Indeed, as an outlet for fields of civic pride a base- 
ball team has no equal. 

I know that the committee is not going to treat this matter lightly, 
and I know that you are going into it most carefully, and I appreciate 
that. As for my part, I can tell you that I believe to subject baseball 
to the antitrust laws would cause serious and perhaps irreparable 
injury to the great American game, and I have yet to see where action 
of this kind would result in any benefit to the public. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Herlong, what is the average salary of the 
players in the league that you are interested in ? 
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Mr. Hertona. At the time I was there, the average salary—of 
course, there are changes in the salary limits from time to time— 
I believe that the total salary that could be paid exclusive of man- 
ager’s salary is $2,600 a month total, and it is divided usually, I think 
between 15 or 16 players. I don’t know that those figures are exact, 
but that is roughly correct. 

The Cuairman. It is $2,600 per team per month. How many 
players are there on a team ? 

Mr. Herwone. Fifteen or sixteen. The average will be around 
$150 to $175 a month. 

The Cuatrman. For each player? 

Mr. Hertone. Yes, sir. So a man is not in the minor league as a 
player for the paren of making money. He is there because he 
wants to take that step up and the only way he can take that step 
up is through the reserve clause. 

The Cuatrman. What is the average number of years that a player 
remains in a league like that ? 

Mr. Hertone. Well, if he is under the regulations he can’t be 
drafted in his first year to another club. He can stay there. You 
can keep a man and develop him for the first 2 years, I believe. I 
am not sure of that regulation now, of course, but I would say that 
the average time would be about 3 years that the man would stay in 
that class of ball. 

The Cuarrman. Three years? 

Mr. Hertone. That could be wrong, but it is just a guess. 

The Cuarrman. You might check on that. 

Mr. Hertonea. Yes, sir. 

The CuHairman. You were giving your recollection as far as 1951 is 
concerned ; is that: it? 

Mr. Hertona. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Have there been any increases in the player salary 
limits since 1951 ? 

Mr. Hertona. I don’t know. I can get the information in just a 
second if you would like me to do it. 

The CuatrmMan. We can probably get it from Mr. Trautman. 

Mr. Hertona. Mr. Trautman has the information. Here is the 

roblem. While salaries generally have gone up, baseball attendance 

as dropped, and therefore the revenue of the baseball club consis- 
tently down because they don’t have the money to pay the players. 
They pay what they can, but you just can’t draw enough to pay too 
much and the angels are getting fewer and farther between. 

The Cuarrman. So the entire salary for one of the teams in the 
league that you mentioned may be less than the salary of one player 
on a major league team ? 

Mr. Hertone. That is right, and they are all fighting to try to 
get up there where they can get that big salary. 

The CuHatrMan. How many players are in that league, all told? 

Mr. Hertonea. Well, I would say about 125 or 130. 

The Cuatrman. How many players are in the minor leagues alto- 
gether; do you know? 

Mr. Hertone. Roughly between 5,000 and 6,000, I would say. 

The Cuamman. And there are about 400 in the major leagues. 
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Mr. Hertone. I would say there were more than that under con- 
tract in the major leagues, 500 or 600, about 1 out of 10. 

The CuarrmaAn. This $2,600 salary in 1951 to an entire team was 
divided among the players of the team. Some received more and some 
less, I suppose. 

Mr. Hertonea. Oh, yes. 

The CHarrman. What was the lowest received and what was the 
highest ? 

ir. Hertone. At the time I was there the lowest we had was $125 
a month, and the highest was about $250, exclusive of the manager. 

The CHarrman. Are there any other questions ? 

Well, thank you very much, Congressman. 

Mr. Hertone. Thank you. 

The CHatrrman. We would like to finish the testimony this morning 
of Mr. Earl W. Kintner. Mr. Kintner, will you step forward, please? 

I am very happy to have you here again, together with your 
colleague. 


TESTIMONY OF EARL KINTNER, GENERAL COUNSEL, FEDERAL 
TRADE COMMISSION; ACCOMPANIED BY EMERSON K. ELKINS, 
APPELLATE ATTORNEY, OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 


Mr. Kintner. I would like to introduce to the chairman and mem- 
bers of the committee Mr. Emerson K. Elkins, one of the most able 
attorneys on my staff, who accompanies me here today. 

The CHArrman. We welcome you, sir. 

Mr. Keating. Are you a ballplayer, Mr. Kintner? 

Mr. Kintner. No, sir. My college sport was cross country. The 
onset of middle age and the loss of part of a lung as a result of Navy 
service make me enjoy that sport vicariously. 

The CuHarrMan. Go ahead, Mr. Kintner. 

Mr. Kintner. I appear here today in response to your request for 
an expression of the views of the Federal Trade Commission upon 
H. R. 5307, H. R. 5319, H. R. 5383, H. R. 6876, and H. R. 6877. Each 
of these bills concerns the relationship between professional sports 
enterprises and the Federal antitrust laws. 

H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319 are identical and would amend the 
Sherman Act for the purpose of making the antitrust laws applicable 
to the “interstate business of organized professional baseball.” H. R. 
5383 would exempt organized professional sports enterprises, and 
acts in the conduct of such enterprises, in the sports of baseball, 
football, basketball, and hockey, from the Sherman Act, the Clayton 
Act, the Federal Trade Commission Act, and the Robinson-Patman 


Act. 

H. R. 6876 and H. R. 6877 are identical. They would declare the 
acts named above to be applicable to the sports enterprises of base- 
ball, football, basketball, and hockey, but would explicitly exempt 
from such applicability (1) playing rules; (2) organization; (3) 
territorial agreements; and (4) employment of players. In addition 
the bill would provide that nothing therein should be construed to 
deprive any players in any sport subject thereto of any right to 
bargain collectively, or to engage in other concerted activities for 
mutual aid or protection. 
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The Commission is, of course, aware that there is considerable 
airerety of opinion as to whether or not professional sports enter- 
prises should be subject to the antitrust laws. This appears quite 
clearly in House Report 2002, 82d Congress, 2d session, on House 
Resolution 95 of that Congress submitted by the Subcommittee on 
Study of Monopoly Power of the Committee on the Judiciary. This 
question is basically one of policy for the Congress. The Commis- 
sion has not had occasion to conduct any investigations or formal 
proceedings in the field of professional baseball or other professional 
sports enterprises and, therefore, does not itself have any specific 
factual data which would be useful to the Congress, or which would 
afford a sound basis for any recommendation by this agency to the 
Congress. The Commission’s study of the bills has thus necessarily 
been limited to consideration of their probable effectiveness in achiev- 
ing their stated purposes in the light of existing law and precedent. 


H. R. 5307 AND H, R. 5319 


Assuming that the purpose of H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319 is to 
render tes Hanine of baseball subject to all of the antitrust laws, 
it is the Commission’s conclusion that they might not accomplish that 
purpose. These bills would add the following section to the Sherman 
Act: 

Seo. 9. The words “trade or commerce” as used in any provisions of the anti- 
trust laws shall include the interstate business of organized professional 
baseball. 

Since the phrase “trade or commerce” appears only in the Sherman 
Act, the only provisions of the antitrust laws to which this amend- 
ment would apply are sections 1, 2, 3, and 8 of that act. 

In addition, the scope of the Sherman Act is not the same as that 
of the other antitrust laws. For example, the Sherman Act applies 
not only to transactions in commerce but also to those which have an 
effect upon interstate commerce, while the Clayton and Federal Trade 
Commission Acts apply only to activities in commerce. In view of 
these jurisdictional differences in scope, it is questionable whether 
the device of defining a phrase could be used successfully to make 
each act applicable to the baseball business, to the same extent that 
each is now applicable to other business enterprises in or affecting 
interstate commerce. There is no jurisdictional phrase of similar 
meaning common to all these laws. However, consideration of the 
history of baseball’s exemption suggests an alternative form of enact- 
ment which might be more appropriate, should the Congress deter- 
mine that baseball’s exemption should be removed. 

When the Sherman Act became law in 1890, and even when the 
Clayton Act and Federal Trade Commission Act were passed in 1914, 
there appears to have been no thought that they would be applicable 
to professional sports enterprises. Concepts then current concerning 
the scope of the congressional power to regulate interstate commerce, 
as expressed in court decisions, were much narrower than they are 
today. Thus it is a very real question whether the Congresses which 
enacted the antitrust laws had any intention that they should apply 
to sports enterprises, or even considered the possibility that such ap- 
plication constitutionally could be made. Indexes of the Congres- 
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sional Record for the sessions from the 54th through the 68th 
Congresses (1896-1924) disclose no discussion concerning such a 
possibility. 

The first court consideration of the possible applicability of the 
Sherman Act to professional baseball occurred in the case of American 
League Baseball Club of Chicago v. Chase (149 N. Y. Supp. 7, 15-17 
(1914) ), in which the Supreme Court of the State of New York found 
that the business of organized baseball was a monopoly, but that it 
did not deal in “a commodity or an article of merchandise subject. to 
regulation of Congress on the theory that it is interstate commerce.” 
The case appears to be an accurate reflection of the then prevailing 
view. 

The question was raised in the Supreme Court of the United States 
for the first time in Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore, Inc. v. The 
National League of Professional Baseball Clubs (259 U. S. 200 
(1922)). Justice Holmes delivered the unanimous opinion, in which 
the Court ruled that a baseball exhibition “would not be called trade 
or commerce in the commonly accepted use of those words,” and “that 
which in its consummation is not commerce does not become commerce 
among the States because the transportation that we have mentioned 
takes place.” By using the Sherman Act phrase “trade or commerce” 


and the constitutional phrase “commerce among the several States” 
the Court held that the business of baseball was not within the terms 
of that act and was not within the power of Congress to regulate pur- 
suant to the commerce clause of the Constitution. 

The next case came after the views of the scope of the power of 
Congress under the commerce clause had changed considerably. In 


1953, in Toolson v. New York Yankees (346 U.S. 356), the Supreme 
Court, two members dissenting, held that the business of baseball still 
was exempt from the antitrust laws, but that its exemption no longer 
was based upon any lack of power of the Congress to regulate that 
business, if it chose to do so. In an opinion consisting of only six 
precise, tightly written sentences the majority held: 


In Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore v. National League of Professional Base- 
ball Clubs (259 U. S. 1922)), this Court held that the business of providing 
public baseball games for profit between clubs of professional baseball players 
was not within the scope of the Federal antitrust laws. Congress has had the 
ruling under consideration but has not seen fit to bring such business under these 
laws by legislation having prospective effect. The business has thus been left for 
30 years to develop, on the understanding that it was not subject to existing 
antitrust legislation. The present cases ask us to overrule the prior decision 
and, with retrospective effect, hold the legislation applicable. We think that if 
there are evils in this field which now warrant application to it of the antitrust 
laws it should be by legislation. Without reexamination of the underlying issues, 
the judgments below are affirmed on the authority of Federal Baseball Club of 
Baltimore vy. National League of Professional Baseball Clubs, supra, so far as 
that decision determines that Congress had no intention of including the business 
of baseball within the scope of the Federal antitrust laws. [Emphasis supplied.] 


In the later cases of 77. 8. v. Shubert (348 U.S. 222 (1955) ), U.S. v. 
International Boxing Club of New York (348 U.S. 236 (1955) ), and 
Radovich v. International Football Leaque (352 U.S. 445 (1957) ), the 
Court has made clear that the position of the baseball business is 
unique and is based solely upon the fact that, when first considered, 
it had been held exempt. 

In the Toolson decision the Court noted that reversal of Federal 
Baseball would have retrospective effect. In this connection it should 
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be remembered that the Sherman Act is a criminal statute. The Con- 
stitution, article I, section 9, applicable only to the Congress, states: 


No * * * ex post facto law shall be passed. 


Thus, what the Court declined to do might prove to be unconstitu- 
tional if attempted by the Congress in the form of legislation. The 
Court pointed out that it would be possible for the Congress to enact 
legislation without the retroactive effect which a judicial reversal 
would have. The way for such legislation was cleared by the last 
sentence in the Toolson case, in which the Court cut away all of the 
basis for baseball’s exemption except the determination “that Congress 
had no intention of including the business of baseball within the 
are of the Federal antitrust laws.” That exemption now is as broad 
and no broader than the language just quoted, and may, if the 
Congress chooses, be removed completely and unambiguously by the 
use of the same language used by the Court to delineate that exemp- 
tion, as, for example: 

On and after (date) the business of baseball shall be included within the 
scope of the Federal antitrust laws. 

This, in the Commission’s opinion, would accomplish the purpose 
of H. R. 5319 and H. R. 5307 without raising any of the problems of 
statutory construction which enactment of those bills in their present 
form might create. 

H. R. 5383 


It is not clear whether the exemption from the antitrust laws to be 
granted by H. R. 5383 would be extended to all organized _profes- 
sional sports enterprises, and also to acts in the conduct of profes- 
sional baseball, football, basketball and hockey enterprises, or 
whether on the other hand the exemption is intended to be extended 
only to the organized professional sports enterprises of baseball, foot- 
ball. basketball and hockey, and to acts in the conduct. of those enter- 


prises. The language is, it appears to the Commission, reasonably 
susceptible of either construction. The Commission would suggest a 
modification of the language to remove the possibility of miscon- 
struction should the Congress enact this bill. 


H. R. 6876 AND H. R. 6877 


Consideration of the terms of H. R. 6876 and H. R. 6877 does not 


reveal any matter as to which it would appear that the Commission can 
make useful comment. 


(Letter from the Federal Trade Commission is as follows :) 


FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION, 


Washington, June 14, 1957. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. CHAIRMAN: This is in response to your letters of March 5, March 12, 
and May 8, 1957, requesting an expression of views by this Commission upon 
H. R. 5307, H. R..5319, H. R. 5383, H. R. 6876, and H.R. 6877. Each of these bills 
concerns the relationship between the business of professional sports enterprises 
and the Federal antitrust laws. 

H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319 are identical and would amend the Sherman Act 
for the purpose of making the antitrust laws applicable to the “interstate busi- 
ness of organized professional baseball.” H. R. 5383 would exempt organized 
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professional sports enterprises, and acts in the conduct of such enterprises, in 
the sports of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey, from the Sherman Act, 
the Clayton Act, the Federal Trade Commission Act, and the Robinson-Patman 
Act. 

H. R. 6876 and 6877 are identical. They would declare the acts named above 
to be applicable to the sports enterprises of baseball, football, basketball, and 
hockey, but would explicitly exempt from such applicability (1) playing rules; 
(2) organization: (3) territorial agreements; and (4) employment of players. 
In addition the bill would provide that nothing therein should be construed to 
deprive any players in any sport subject thereto of any right to bargain col- 
lectively, or to engage in other concerted activities for mutual aid or protection. 

The Commission is of course aware that there is considerable diversity of opin- 
ion as to whether or not professional sports enterprises should be subject to the 
antitrust laws. This appears quite clearly in House Report 2002, 82d Congress, 
2d session, on House Resolution 95 of that Congress submitted by the Subcom- 
mittee on Study of Monopoly Power of the Committee on the Judiciary. This 
question is basically one of policy for the Congress. The Commission has not 
had occasion to conduct any investigations or formal proceedings in the field of 
professional baseball or other professional sports enterprises and therefore does 
not itself have any specific factual data which would be useful to the Congress, 
or which would afford a sound basis for any recommendation by this agency to 
the Congress. Our study of the bills has thus necessarily been limited to consid- 
eration of their probable effectiveness in achieving their stated purposes in the 
light of existing law and precedent. 


H. R. 5307 AND H. R. 5319 


Assuming that the purpose of H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319 is to render the busi- 
ness of baseball subject to all of the antitrust laws, it is our conclusion that they 
might not accomplish that purpose. These bills would add the following section 
to the Sherman Act: 

“Section 9. The words ‘trade or commerce’ as used in any provision of the 
antitrust laws shall include the interstate business of organized professional 
baseball.” 

Since the phrase “trade or commerce” appears only in the Sherman Act, the 
only provisions of the antitrust laws to which this amendment would apply are 
sections 1, 2, 3, and 8 of that act. 

In addition, the scope of the Sherman Act is not the same as that of the other 
antitrust laws. For example, the Sherman Act applies not only to transactions 
in commerce but also to those which have an effect upon interstate commerce, 
while the Clayton and Federal Trade Commission Acts apply only to activities 
in commerce. In view of these jurisdictional differences in scope, it is question- 
able whether the device of defining a phrase could be used successfully to make 
each act applicable to the baseball business, to the same extent that each is now 
applicable to other business enterprises in or affecting interstate commerce. 
There is no jurisdictional phrase of similar meaning common to all these laws. 
However, consideration of the history of baseball’s exemption suggests an alter- 
native form of enactment which might be more appropriate, should the Congress 
determine. that baseball’s exemption should be removed. 

When the Sherman Act became law in 1890, and even when the Clayton Act 
and Federal Trade Commission Act were passed in 1914, there appears to have 
been no thought that they would be applicable to professional sports enterprises. 
Concepts then current concerning the scope of the congressional power to regu- 
late interstate commerce, as expressed in court decisions, were much narrower 
than they are today. Thus it is a very real question whether the Congresses 
which enacted the antitrust laws had any intention that they should apply to 
sports enterprises, or even considered the possibility that such application con- 
titutionally could be made. Indexes of the Congressional Record for the ses- 
sions from the 54th through the 68th Congresses (1896-1924) disclose no dis- 
cussion concerning such a possibility. 

The first court consideration of the possible applicability of the Sherman 
Act to professional baseball occurred in the case of American League Baseball 
Club of Chicago v. Chase (149 N. Y. Supp. 7, 15-17 (1914) ), in which the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York found that the business of organized baseball 
was a monopoly, but that it did not deal in ‘a commodity or an article of mer- 
chandise subject to the regulation of Congress on the theory that it is interstate 
commerce.” The case appears to be an accurate reflection of the then prevailing 
view. 
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The question was raised in the Supreme Court of the United States for the first 
time in Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore, Inc. v. the National League of 
Professional Baseball Clubs (259 U. 8, 200 (1922)). Justice Holmes delivered 
the unanimous opinion, in which the Court ruled that a baseball exhibition 
“would not be called trade or commerce in the commonly accepted use of those 
words,” and “that which in its consummation is not commerce does not become 
commerce among the States because the transportation that we have mentioned 
takes place.” By using the Sherman Act phrase “trade or commerce” and the 
constitutional phrase “commerce among the several States” the Court held that 
the business of baseball was not within the terms of that act and was not within 
the power of Congress to regulate pursuant to the commerce clause of the 
Constitution. 

The next case came after the views of the scope of the power of Congress under 
the commerce clause changed considerably. In 1953, in Toolson v. New York 
Yankees (346 U. S. 356), the Supreme Court, two members dissenting, held that 
the business of baseball still was exempt from the antitrust laws, but that its 
exemption no longer was based upon any lack of power of the Congress to regulate 
that business, if it chose to do so. In an opinion consisting of only six precise, 
tightly written sentences the majority held: 

“In Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore vy. National League of Professionat 
Baseball Clubs (259 U. S. 200 (1922) ), this Court held that the business of pro- 
viding public baseball games for profit between clubs of professional baseball 
players was not within the scope of the Federal antitrust laws. Congress has 
had the ruling under consideration but has not seen fit to bring such business 
under these laws by legislation having prospective effect. The business has 
thus been left for 30 years to develop, on the understanding that it was not 
subject to existing antitrust legislation. The present cases ask us to overrule 
the prior decision and, with retrospective effect, hold the legislation applicable. 
We think that if there are evils in this field which now warrant application to 
it of the antitrust laws it should be by legislation. Without reexamination of 
the underlying issues, the judgments below are affirmed on the authority of 
Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore v. National League of Professional Baseball 
Clubs, supra, so far as that decision determines that Congress had no intention 
of including the business of baseball within the scope of the Federal antitrust 
laws.” [Emphasis supplied.] 

In the later cases of U. S. v. Shubert (348 U. S. 222 (1955)), U. 8. v. Inter- 
national Boring Club of New York (348 U. S. 236 (1955) ), and Radovich v. Inter- 
national Football League (352 U. S. 445 (1957)), the Court has made clear that 
the position of the baseball business is unique and is based solely upon the fact 
that when first considered it had been held exempt. 

In the Toolson decision the Court noted that reversal of Federal Baseball 
would have retrospective effect. In this connection it should be remembered 
that the Sherman Act is a criminal statute. The Constitution, article I, section 
9, applicable only to the Congress, states: 

“No * * * ex post facto law shall be passed.” 

Thus, what the Court declined to do might prove to be unconstitutional if 
attempted by the Congress in the form of legislation. The Court pointed out 
that it would be possible for the Congress to enact legislation without the retro- 
active effect which a judicial reversal would have. The way for such legislation 
was cleared by the last sentence in the Toolson case, in which the Court cut 
away all of the basis for baseball’s exemption except the determination “that 
Congress had no intention of including the business of baseball within the scope 
of the Federal antitrust laws.” That exemption now is as broad and no broader 
than the language just quoted, and may, if the Congress chooses, be removed com- 
pletely and unambiguously by the use of the same language used by the Court to 
delineate that exemption, as, for example: 

“On and after (date) the business of baseball shall be included within the 
scope of the Federal antitrust laws.” 

This, in our opinion, would accomplish the purpose of H. R. 5319 and H. R. 5307 
without raising any of the problems of statutory construction which enactment 
of those bills in their present form might create. 


H. R. 5383 


It is not clear whether the exemption from the antitrust laws to be granted by 
H. R. 5383 would be extended to all organized professional sports enterprises, and 
also to acts in the conduct of professional baseball, football, basketball, and 
hockey enterprises, or whether, on the other hand, the exemption is intended to be 
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extended only to the organized professional sports enterprises of baseball, foot- 
ball, basketball, and hockey, and to acts in the conduct of those enterprises. 
The language is, it appears to us, reasonably susceptible of either construction, 
We would suggest a modification of the language to remove the possibility of 
misconstruction should the Congress enact this bill. 











H. R. 6876 AND H. R. 6877 


Consideration of the terms of H. R. 6876 and H. R. 6877 does not reveal any 
matter as to which it would appear that we can make useful comment. 
By direction of the Commission. 














































JoHN W. GwyNNe, Chairman. 


Mr. Kintrner. That, Mr. Chairman, concludes the statement which 
I was authorized to make on behalf of the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion this morning. 

Mr. Keattne. You would never get hung for that statement. 

Mr. Kintner. No, sir. 

Mr. Harkins. Mr. Kintner, you state that the Federal Trade Com- 
mission has no basis for any recommendations on the merits of these 
pending bills because you have never had a formal proceeding or a 
formal investigation in the field of professional sports. Has the 
Federal Trade Commission any complaints in its files relative to any 
unfair trade practices or monopolistic operations in the field of pro- 
fessional sports? 

Mr. Krntner. I am not aware of any complaints. There may have 
been in years past, and I am sure that those complaints were properly 
referred to the Department of Justice, since the Department of Jus- 
tice has concerned itself with problems in the organized sports area. 

Mr. Harkins. The Federal Trade Commission now has jurisdic- 
tion under the Federal Trade Commission Act and the Clayton Act, 
does it not, over football, basketball, and hockey, the businesses of 
those professional sports, and possibly it also has jurisdiction over the 
sale of radio and television rights in organized baseball. Is that not 
correct ? 

Mr. Krytwner. Yes; we have concurrent jurisdiction with the De- 
partment of Justice over these matters, but the Commission in estab- 
lishing good relations with the Department of Justice and in the 
interest of efficiency has by common consent operated under the theory 
that one agency should not investigate and try antitrust suits in areas 
where the other agency has a particular competency and experience, 
This is certainly true in this instance with respect to the Department 
of Justice, which has interested itself in years past in the antitrust 
aspects of organized sports. 

fr. Harxins. Does the fact that the Federal Trade Commission has 
taken no position on the merits of any of these bills, some of which 
would provide antitrust exemptions, indicate that it is a matter of 
indifference to the Federal Trade Commission which of these bills 
Congress passes ? 

Mr. Kintner. Not at all. 

The Cuarrman. What is the Commission’s attitude on the bills? 

Mr. Kintner. The Commission has an attitude of not having suffi- 
cient experience with this type of enterprise to be of assistance to the 
Congress at this time on the matter. 

The Cuarrman. The effect then of that attitude would be that you 
would favor the exemption of the antitrust laws, wouldn’t you, as far 
as baseball is concerned ? 
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Mr. Kintner. Not at all, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. As far as baseball is concerned. 

Mr. Kinrwner. Not at all. The Commission takes the position as of 
this time that it neither favors nor 

The Cuatrman. Yes, but the situation today is that baseball is 
exempt; football is not. You take no position. Do you then favor a 
situation of treating one sport in one way and a second sport in an- 
other manner ¢ 

Mr. Kintner. No; that is not the Commission’s position. It takes 
no position on the merits of these bills. 

The CHarrMan. But isn’t it a matter of concern to the Federal Trade 
Commission that a rather anomalous situation has developed ? 

Mr. Kinrner. Any development in the antitrust field is, of course, 
of concern to the Commission, but I might say that the Commission 
in this area would certainly listen with considerable deference to the 
views of the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice. 

The CuHarrmMan. We have the situation where the Antitrust Division 
takes no position on this matter. We get very little from the Anti- 
trust Division or the Federal Trade Commission. 

Mr. Kintner. The Antitrust Division has had considerable ex- 
perience in the field. If it feels the matter should be resolved by Con- 
gress without the recommendations of that Division, that is a matter for 
the Department to decide. It would certainly indicate that with their 
experience, if they are unable to make up their minds on it, that the 
Federal Trade ¢ Commission, with no experience in the field, n ight have 
an even more difficult task. 

The Cuarrman. But all these bills affect your jurisdiction. They 
affect your work; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Kantner. That is correct. 

Mr. Cetier. Wouldn’t you think then you should have some opinion 
on the bills? 

Mr. Kintner. The effect is only nominal. I think that many of the 
fringe business activities connected with these organized sports might 
well come within the competence of the Federal Trade Commission. 

The CuHamman. We look to you for some help and advice. You 
have made suggestions to us in the past and they have been very val- 
uable. But the Federal ‘Trade Commission and the Antitrust Di- 
vision of the Department of Justice seem to be ducking this problem; 
isn’t that correct ! 

Mr. Kintner. Well, that is one characterization that could be ap- 
plied to our position. I respectfully suggest if we are ducking it it 
is because we lack the experience and the know ledge of the field to 
give you an expert opinion. 

Mr. Roptno. Mr. Chairman, doesn’t it appear peculiar though that 
there is no request for clarification on the part of the Federal Trade 
Commission! i can envisage situations where baseball, because of 
the existing decision, might ‘be immune to any antitrust ‘action. On 
the other hand circumstances might arise that might put football un- 
der the scrutiny of the Federal Trade Commission. Are you going 
to just sit bac ‘k then and say it is all right for us to scrutinize in one 
direction and then in the other to close our eyes? 

Mr. Kinrner. Well, we try to follow the laws as laid down by the 
Congress and the courts, and if there is any discrepancy in the law we 
must be mindful of that, too. 

96797—57—pt. 1—-—7 
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Mr. Roprno. Congress has before it now various bills which seek to 
find a solution to the problem that confronts us, and we ask you 
whether or not you have any recommendation to clarify this. You 
people have had experience, have expert knowledge in treating with 
these very matters. 

Mr. Kintner. We have attempted to give the committee the benefit 
of our technical drafting knowledge of legislation without going into 
the area of the merits of applicability of the antitrust laws to organized 
sports, concerning which the Commission presently has no informed 
knowledge. 

Mr. Harkins. Mr. Kintner, in fact, though, have you given the com- 
mittee that technical assistance? I note that you commented on Mr. 
Harris’ bill, H. R. 5383, and on Mr. Celler’s bill, H. R. 5319, but you 
made no comment on Mr. Keating’s bill, H. R. 6876 or on H. R. 6877. 
Does that mean that the Federal Trade Commission considers the pro- 
visions of H. R. 6876 and H. R. 6877 free of any ambiguity at all? 

Mr. Kinrner. No, sir. 

Mr. Harkins. Has the Federal Trade Commission determined what 
its responsibilities would be if H. R. 6876 becomes law ? 

Mr. Kintner. The Commission has not considered to any extent 
what its responsibilities might be should those bills become law. 

If we have not offered you a full measure of technical assistance with 
respect to all of these bills, I do now tender that offer on behalf of 
myself and the whole staff of the Federal Trade Commission. We 
have had a most pleasant working relationship with the staff of this 
committee and with the members of the committee, and we wish that 
relationship to continue. We do at all times intend to afford you any 
assistance which we may give. 

The CuHarrman. I want to say that we have always had the most 
earnest cooperation from the Federal Trade Commission; from your 
good self and your colleague sitting with you, and from the Chairman 
of the Commission, who was a former member of this committee. Now 
we find a little dereliction here; we don’t seem to get the help we 
expected. We are a little disappointed. For example, what would 
be the additional appropriations that would be needed if we passed 
some of these bills?) Those matters must have occupied your attention. 

Mr. Kinrner. I am sure that particular matter has not been consid- 
ered by the Commission, but I will be glad to ask the Commission to 
do so if you so request. 

The Cuarrman. Yes; I would like that. Would you see whether 
those at the Federal Trade Commission who make decisions in these 
matters are willing to revise their opinions contained in your state- 
ment so that we can get some help here. This is a hard nut to crack. 
We want to get help from the experts on these laws that are sought to 
be amended or extended. 

Mr. Kintner. I am afraid that most of the experts are on the other 
side of the table. We don’t have the experience at the Commission in 
this field. We usually don’t hesitate to offer you advice, some of it, I 
am sure, not too happily received, in many other areas where we have 
operated and have had experience. 

Mr. Pierce. Mr. Kintner, I should like to ask you several questions 
about your comments on H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319, the bills that seek 
to place baseball under antitrust. It is correct, is it not, that these 
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bills attempt to accomplish their purpose by amending the definition 
of “trade or commerce” in the antitrust laws; is that right ? 

Mr. KintneR. In the Sherman Act? 

Mr. Pierce. Yes; in the Sherman Act. 

Now, the phrase “trade or commerce” appears only in four places 
in the antitrust laws, in sections 1, 2, 3, and 8 of the Sherman Act; 
isn’t that right? 

Mr. Kintner. Yes; that is right. 

The Cuarrman. I want to continue, but we will have to do that later. 
There is a quorum call. The bells have just rung. We will try to 
resume our activities at 2: 20 this afternoon. 

(Whereupon, at 12:20 p. m., the hearing recessed until 2:30 p. m., 
of the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


The Cuarrman. The committee will resume. 
Mr. Kintner, we have a few more questions to propound to you. 
Mr. Harkins. 


TESTIMONY OF EARL W. KINTNER, GENERAL COUNSEL, FEDERAL 
TRADE COMMISSION—Resumed 


Mr. Kintner. Mr. Chairman, this morning you asked me a ques- 
tion concerning the amount of additional expenditure which might be 
necessary that the Commission might have to make if one or more of 
these bills became law. 

The Cuarrman. I asked you not so much as to the amount as to 
indicate that I thought you might well direct your attention to these 
bills. If some of these bills were enacted, that would be a vista that 
would open up to you. You would have to find out how much money 
was needed for that purpose. 

Mr. Kinrner. I have not had the opportunity of consulting the 
Commission but I have formulated a very brief statement on that 
point, if you wish me to submit it for the record, as my own personal 
opinion in the matter. 

Enactment of H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319 would not enlarge the 
Commission’s present jurisdiction as to those aspects of the business 
of baseball not directly concerned with the operation of the game, such 
as radio and television agreements. 

While the Commission’s jurisdiction would be enlarged by the addi- 
tion of the area comprising the operation of organized baseball, 
including such things as the reserve agreement mentioned by other 
witnesses in these hearings, I would anticipate only a minimal in- 
crease in its operating expenses would result therefrom. Since the 
Department of Justice long has been operating in the field of profes- 
sional sports enterprises and acquired considerable experience theoreti 
it probably would continue to do so in the future, and the Commission, 
in accordance with longstanding arrangement between the two agen- 
cies to avoid duplication of effort and expenditures, undoubtedly 
would continue that arrangement and reference of complaints in the 
area concerning the operation of professional baseball to the Depart- 
ment of Justice. 
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I do not know that this would invariably be so but I would think, 
on the basis of past history, that the particular agency having expert 
experience in the field would automatically handle the matter. Thus 
the increased costs to the Commission probably would be no more than 
that of having some staff member become familiar with the areas and 
handle liaison with the Department of Justice. 

Since H. R. 5383, 6876, and 6877 would appear to confer no addi- 
tional jurisdiction or responsibilities upon the Commission, enact- 
ment of them would result in no increased expenditures. 

Mr. Krating. You must have a couple of broken-down balliplayers 
in the Federal Trade Commission ? 

Mr. Kinrner. We probably have. In fact, more than that, I 
suspect, because a great number of the lawyers seem to have had 
some baseball experience, either amateur or professional, and it seems 
particularly i in that area that the average citizen claims to be rather 
expert. So I suppose that anyone of our people would be glad 
to become expert in that field if, indeed, they don’t think they. are 
now expert. 

The CHatrman. In other words, you simply toss the ball to the 
Department of Justice? 

Mr. Krnrner. I am just guessing what might happen if the legis- 
lation passes; that it would be the Department, in view of its past 
history of handling these matters, that would take over the handling 
of cases involving ‘the operations of baseball. We would, I am sure, 
continue, where there are fringe-business areas, to examine those areas 
as we receive complaints concerning them. 

The Cuarrman. Maybe the Department of Justice would then turn 
over to you hockey, baseball, and boxing and so divide the work. 

Mr. Krntner. I sincerely hope not. 

Mr. Keating. Even today, in light of the Toolson case, if you got 
a complaint about an agreement between all the ball clubs to charge 
a quarter for a bag of peanuts, and there is an agreement to that effect, 
isn’t that something you would give attention to? 

Mr. Kintner. Yes; we would, after consultation with the Depart- 
ment, but if such a complaint involved price discrimination, for ex- 
ample, Mr. Keating, we certainly would handle the complaint because, 
in matters solely involving price discrimination, by common consent 
between the Department and the Commission, the Commission handles 
the matter. 

Mr. Harxins. Mr. Kintner, enactment of Mr. Harris’ bill, H. R. 
5383, would remove the FTC's present jurisdiction over acts in the 
conduct of professional football, basketball, and hockey enterprises 
and exempt from the antitrust laws sport enter prises presently under 
FTC’s enforcement responsibility ; isn’t that right ? 

Mr. Kintner. I think that is susceptible of such a construction. 
We are not completely sure of the scope of Congressman Harris’ 
proposed legislation. 

Mr. Harxtns. But, at least, the scope applies to the four named 
sports he had there. Perhaps there is some ambiguity as to whether 
it applies to other professional sports besides the four he named. 

Mr. Kintner. Yes, and I listened to him testify on Monday, and I 
gathered that he did not expect that all business activities, purely 
business activities in connection with sports, be exempt from the anti- 
trust laws; at least that was my construction of his testimony. 
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Whether his bill would so provide, he could better answer than I. I 
am not sure. 

Mr. Harxins. What I am driving at is this: Has there been any 
instance, to your knowledge, where Congress has removed an industry 
from the jurisdiction of the Federal Trade Commission and has 
exempted that industry from the antitrust laws and at the same 
time has not created another Government agency to regulate the 
industry that was exempted ? 

Mr. Kintner. I know of no such instance. 

Mr. Harkins. In normal circumstance, the congressional policy is 
to have the antitrust laws apply to an industry, or, if the antitrust laws 
are removed, to have a Government agency regulate that industry; 
is that not right? 

Mr. Kintner. Yes. Of course, the antitrust laws applicable to gen- 
eral business are sometimes not applied in the same fashion by the 
separate regulatory agency. I have in mind the ICC, where trans- 
portation firms have limited monopolies. 

Mr. Harkins. Where regulation by competition is not considered 
effective, you have direct regulation by Government agencies to meet 
unique circumstances. Is that correct? 

Mr. Kintner. Yes; the principle you mention is correct; that, in 
such instances where the Congress has seen fit to carve out areas of 
exemption, it has normally provided for some method of regulation. 

Mr. Harxtns. Does the Federal Trade Commission have any posi- 
tion, with respect to whether Congress should, if it enacts the Harris 
bill, have a regulatory body for professional sports? 

Mr. Kintner. The Commission has not considered that situation 
or that possibility. 

Mr. Keatine. [ hope nobody is considering that. 

Mr. Krintwer. I take it that that does not require comment from 
me. 

Mr. Krattnea. No. 

Mr. Harkins. On page 3 of your statement, you said that the lan- 

rage of H. R. 5319, that is, Mr. Celler’s bill, if enacted, would result 
in a situation where only the provisions of the Sherman Act would 
apply to the business of baseball. Is it the conclusion of the Federal 
Trade Commission that, if H. R. 5319 in its present form were enacted, 
the FTC would not have jurisdiction under section 5 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act ? 

Mr. Krntwner. No; that is not the Commission’s conclusion. The 
Commission merely raises the possible drafting question here, which 
it thinks the committee might well resolve if the bill is to be seriously 
considered by the committee. I don’t think that it is by any means 
clear that the Commission would not have jurisdiction. On the other 
hand, there is a rather narrow definition of commerce. that definition 
being the definition in the Sherman Act, and it is not the definition 
under which 

The Cuarrman. If I remember correctly, you made some sugges- 
tions to cure that, didn’t you ? 

Mr. Kintner. Yes: we did. We were not recommending such a 
course, but we did, in the interest of being helpful, submit a suggestion 
which would, we thought, remove all doubt. 

The Crarrman. We are grateful for those crumbs of helpfulness. 
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Mr. Krntner. We wish the crumbs could be loaves, Mr. Chairman, 
but we lack the experience to give you loaves of bread. 

Mr. Keratine. We have got it. I never knew it before, but I just 
- in the paper that the chairman was a great baseball player in his 

ay. 

The Cuatrrman. Don’t believe it all. I wasn’t a very good baseball 
player. I wasa fairly decent basketball player. 

Mr. Krytner. I suspect that the chairman is a baseball player 
vicariously. 

Mr. Harxrns. Mr. Kintner, if baseball were made subject to the 
antitrust laws, do you believe that, under the existing decisions relative 
to the rule of reason, baseball’s reserve clause would be declared unlaw- 
ful by the courts, if, in fact, the courts determined that elimination 
of the reserve clause would destroy organized baseball ? 

Mr. Kintner. I am not familiar, Mr. Counsel, with the reserve 
clause and all its implications. 

Mr. Harkins. Let me ask you this general question: Do you believe 
that the rule of reason is sufficiently broad under existing court deci- 
sions to sanction some modification of a reserve clause or some limita- 
tion on the activities of management in that area, if it is demonstrated 
in the court that some type of reserve clause would be essential to the 
survival of organized baseball ? 

Mr. Kryrner. Is this upon the assumption also that baseball is 
subject to the antitrust laws? Is that your assumption ? 

Mr. Harkins. Yes. 

Mr. Kintner. That baseball is subject to the antitrust laws ? 

Mr. Harkins. Yes. 

Mr. K1tntner. And you predicate your question upon that ? 

Mr. Hargrns. That’s right. 

Mr. Kiyrner. I would say, possibly yes, to your question, in that 
light. 

Mr. Harxrns. Is it not true that, under the rule of reason as pres- 
ently interpreted by the courts, there could be court approval of some 
part of the reserve clause if organized baseball were subject to antitrust 
laws. 

Mr. Kintner. Yes; it is possible. I think, as a lawyer, I could make 
a pretty convincing case, knowing even very little about baseball, but 
being familiar with the uniqueness of the sport. 

Mr. Harxrns. On page 5 of your statement you cite the 1914 
American League v. Chase case where the court found that the busi- 
ness of organized baseball was a monopoly. In that case, Judge 
Bissell of the Supreme Court of New York stated: 

There is no difference in principle between the system of servitude built up 
by the operation of this national agreement, which * * * provides for the pur- 
chase, sale, barter, and exchange of the services of baseball players—skilled 
laborers—without their consent, and the system of peonage brought into the 
United States from Mexico. * * * The system created by “organized baseball” 
in recent years presents the question of the establishment of a scheme by which 
the personal freedom, the right to contract for their labor wherever they will, 
of 10,000 skilled laborers, is placed under the dominion of a benevolent depotism 
through the operation of the monopoly established by the national agreement. 

My question is this: has this aspect of Judge Bissell’s opinion been 
passed upon or overruled by any court ? 

Mr. Krnrner. I am not aware that it has been. It sounds like a 
fairly extreme statement to me, however. 
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Mr. Keattne. That is a mild understatement, I would say. 
Mr. Harrys. In 1949, Judge Frank of the Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals described the baseball situation as follows: 


I think it— 
and he was referring to the Federal baseball case— 


should be so distinguished, if possible, because (assuming, as we must, at this 
stage of the litigation, the truth of the statements in the complaint) we have 
here a monopoly which, in its effect on ballplayers like the plaintiff, possesses 
characteristics shockingly repugnant to moral principles that, at least since the 
War Between the States, have been basic in America, as shown by the 13th 
amendment to the Constitution, condemning “involuntary servitude’ and by 
subsequent congressional enactments on that subject. 


Judge Frank then cited the 1914 American League case and stated: 


I may add that, if the players be regarded as quasi-peons, it is of no moment 
that they are well paid; only the totalitarian-minded will believe that high pay 
excuses virtual slavery. 


Judge Frank continued: 


Defendants suggest that “organized baseball” which supplies millions of 
Americans with desirable diversion, will be unable to exist without the “‘reserve 
clause.” Whether that is true, no court can predict. In any event, the answer 
is that the public’s pleasure does not authorize the courts to condone illegality 
and that no court should strive ingeniously to legalize a private (even if 
benevolent) dictatorship. 

Those quotations were taken from the case of Gardella v. Chandler 
(172 Fed. 2d 402). 

Now, my question is this: Has any court ever overruled Judge 
Frank’s characterization of the business of baseball ? 

Mr. Kintner. Not to my knowledge. If I were sitting on a court, 
I am not sure that I would be prepared to adopt that characterization. 
The Supreme Court didn’t in its latest case on baseball. 

Mr. Harxins. Did the Supreme Court pass on the business of 
baseball ? 

Mr. Krntner. No; but I assume they had before them for con- 
sideration all of the previous decisions on the matter. I have no 
opinion that I could express on the merits of this matter. 

You read me language which I consider somewhat inflammatory 
and I would not hesitate to say so, even though I respect Judge 
Frank and his ability as a very great judge. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Pierce. 

Mr. Kratrna. Mr. Chairman, just before Mr. Pierce starts, I can’t 
allow this moment to pass without commenting on that decision. 

If these ballplayers are peons, they are the highest paid, most 
fortunate slaves in all of recorded history, and I think that very few 
of them would consider that they are subjected to involuntary 
servitude. 

The CHatrman. I just want to consider by saying that I am not 
so much interested in those players who get these large salaries— 
players like Mickey Mantle, Williams, and Musial and others of that 
type. I think we have to consider the type of players that were 
mentioned here this morning, players in the minor leagues who, as 
indicated by Representative Herlong, got as low as $150 a month 
in 1951, and probably get the same now. We have to consider that 
there are something like 4,000 of them as against 400 players in the 
major leagues. 
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We can’t only consider those who get the lucrative salaries. We 
have to consider all organized baseball; those who get enough to make 
a decent living, 2s well as those below the line. 

Mr. Keatine. All of whom are trying to be Mickey Mantle and 
Stan Musial, and if you took a vote among them, there wouldn’t be 
more than 1 or 2, possibly, disgruntled ones out of the whole crowd 
who would say they felt they were slaves or peons. 

The Crarrman. There is a difference of opinion. There are a 
number of players who have expressed themselves and some are going 
to testify. While there is a difference of opinion, I respect the opinion 
of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. Katina. I respect your opinion, but you and I sometimes 
disagree. 

The Cuatrrman. That is right. That is what makes this baseball 
hearing an interesting one. 

Mr. Kintner. The witness respects the opinion of both you gentle- 
men. I would like to comment, however, that my first month in 
practice back in 1938, I made the large sum of $60 and I didn’t con- 
sider myself as a peon. 

The Carman. Yes, but you weren’t subject to a reserve clause. 

Mr. Krntner. No, sir, I wasn’t. 

The Cuarrman. You had the right to change your employer, if 
you wished. It is a little different when you are subject to a reserve 
clause. 

Mr. Krytner. The chairman’s logic as usual is superb. 

The Cuatrman. Go ahead, Mr. Pierce. 

Mr. Pierce. Mr. Kintner, ‘have you ever read the Gardella opinion 
from which counsel just quoted ¢ 

Mr. Krntner. No, I haven’t. At least, I haven’t recently. I have 
read it in the course of my profession at various times but not in 
recent years. 

Mr. Pierce. Then you know that Judge Frank’s opinion was a 
concurring opinion in a split-court decision, i isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. KINTNER. If you say so, I will take your word on that. 

Mr. Prerce. You say you are not familiar with the reserve clause; 
is that right ? 

Mr. Krntner. No, Lam not. 

Mr. Pierce. You do not know whether the courts would use the rule 
of reason or declare the reserve clause illegal per se; is that correct? 

Mr. Krnrner. I am not sure. As I understand Mr. Harkins’ 
question, and premising my answer upon his question, I thought that 
it might be possible for a lawyer to come to the conclusion that the 
rule of reason might well apply in the circumstances he outlined. 

I will say to you that a different lawyer might well come to a differ- 
ent conclusion. That depends entirely upon your philosophy with re- 
spect to the antitrust Jaws and how you read the cases. 

Mr. Prerce. In other words, to sum that up, it may be possible then 
to argue that the reserve clause is illegal per se ? 

Mr. Kintner. Yes, I would say so. 

Mr. Pierce. This morning I was asking you some questions about 
bills H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319. At that | time you agreed that these 
bills attempt to accomplish their purpose by amending t the definition of 
“trade or commerce” in the antitrust laws. You further agreed that 
the phrase “trade or commerce” appears only in four places in the 
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antitrust laws, specifically in sections 1, 2, 3, and 8 of the Sherman 
Act. 

Mr. Kin ner. It appears only in four places in the Sherman Act. 

Mr. Prerce. The Sherman Act. 

Mr. Kintner. I consider the Federal Trade Commission Act and 
the Clayton Act as also being part of the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Prerce. But four places in the Sherman Act? 

Mr. Kintner. That’s right. 

Mr. Pierce. Assuming the bills in question were enacted and litiga- 
tion ensued. It would be possible to argue, would it not, that Congress 
only amended 4 sections of the Sherman Act and if the litigation were 
not based on 1 or more of those sections it should be dismissed ? 

Mr. Kintner. It certainly would be possible, as we point out in our 
statement. 

Mr. Pierce. And assuming these bills were enacted and the courts 
interpreted them as placing organized baseball under the entire Sher- 
man Act and not just the four sections previously mentioned, it would 
still mean, would it not, that it could be argued that baseball was not 
subject to any other antitrust laws such as the Clayton Act or the 
Federal Trade Commission Act. 

Mr. Krntner. That would be arguable; yes. 

Mr. Maerz. Mr. Chairman, may I interrupt? 

Mr. Pierce. I would like to finish. 

Mr. Materz. All right. 

Mr. Prercs. What kind of wording would you suggest to insure 
that baseball would be made subject to all the antitrust laws and not 
merely to the four sections of the Sherman Act as the bill is now 
written ? 

Mr. Kintner. We suggested in our statement some language which 
the committee might consider. It was as follows: 


On and after— 
and the date would be inserted— 


the business of baseball shall be included within the scope of the Federal anti- 
trust laws. 

This is only suggested language. It is not recommended language 
as far as the Commission is concerned. 

Mr. Pierce. It takes the language of the Toolson case directly; is 
that right? 

Mr. KrntNer. Yes; it is based upon the Toolson case. 

Mr. Pierce. What do you think the practical effect would be of 
organized baseball coming under the Sherman Act, but failing to 
come under the other antitrust laws? 

Mr. Kintner. I would have to give that considerably more thought 
than an answer to it here today would permit, and I would have to 
know a great deal more about organized baseball and its workings 
than I presently know, in order to be able to answer that question 
with any fairness. 

Mr. Prerce. Suppose the Government should bring an antitrust 
action against organized baseball involving — discrimination. The 
Government would not be able to use the Clayton Act, isn’t that true, 
under the present bill? 

Mr. Kinrner. Not necessarily so. I merely state the possibility. 

Mr. Pierce. But it might not be able to. 
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Mr. Kinrner. It might not;yes. Under the words of art incorpo- 
rated in the bills you have a tenable legal argument there that this 
language would be applicable only to Sherman Act violations. But 
I do not maintain that one could not adapt an opposite equally tenable 
course. 

Mr. Pierce. It could be argued, could it not, that the two bills in 
uestion are retroactive, and therefore in violation of the ex post 
acto clause of the Constitution, since they purport to amend the 

Sherman Act which is a criminal statute? 

Mr. Kintner. That is arguable, but of course it is an open question 
that would have to be litigated. I don’t know what the final answer 
might be. I think we raised that possibility in our statement as a 
matter which the committee should consider. 

Mr. Prerce. To sum up, then you would agree, would you not, that 
in order for H. R. 5307 and H. R. 5319 to accomplish their purpose 
with the least amount of litigation on statutory construction, it would 
be wise to amend these bills in order to: (1) Make it clear that base- 
ball would be subject to all the Federal antitrust laws and not merely 
to the four sections of the Sherman Act; and (2) insert language 
which would make it manifest that these bills would not be retroactive. 

Mr. Kintner. Yes, sir; assuming that you arrive at a decision on 
the merits that such legislation is wise. 

Mr. Prerce. Yes; assuming that, of course. 

Now, is there anything else you think should be done to clarify 
these two bills? 

Mr. Kinrner. You have covered our suggestion, Mr. Pierce, in 
your questions, 

Mr. Prerce. And there is nothing else? 

Mr. Krntwer. I have no further suggestions, but I do wish again to 
say to you and to the chairman and to other members of the com- 
mittee, and the staff that we, at all times offer our assistance in any 
further drafting that you may have in connection with these bills. 

Mr. Pierce. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Harxrys. Mr. Kintner, what would be the retrospective effect 
if Congress were to enact H. R. 5319, Mr. Celler’s bill, as it is presently 
drafted 

Mr. Krintner. There is the bare possibility of a tenable argument 
that the language in the bill might cause the Sherman Act, criminal 
provisions of the Sherman Act, to be retrospective in effect. In 
other words, that offenses occurring before the passage of the legis- 
lation might be the subject of litigation. 

Mr. Harxins. If the bill is passed by Congress and signed by the 
President, it becomes law and in effect after it is signed by the Presi- 
dent; isn’t that right? 

Mr. Kiytner. That is correct. 

Mr. Harxrns. Then how can it have any retrospective effect ? 

Mr. Kinrner. Simply by unhappy language. L. suggest that there 
might well be some unhappy language here which could easily be 
remedied. 

Mr. Harkins. Wouldn’t it be very easily taken care of in the re- 
port of the committee on the bill ? 

Mr. Kintner. I would think that the great problem would be the 
possibility of treble-damage lawsuits involving past practices. 
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Mr. Harxkrys. You mean it would cover practices that took place 
before enactment and signature by the President ? 

Mr. Kryrner. Yes, I would anticipate that possibility, and I would 
suggest to the committee that it make the law crystal clear, that the 
law is not intended to have retroactive effect, either criminally or 
civilly. 

I i I am not seeing ghosts under the bed but I think it is our 
business to advise of any possibilities that can be avoided as far as 
future litigation is concerned. 

Mr. Kratine. Mr. Kintner, you have been very helpful and you 
always are when you have appeared before this committee. You 
always make a real contribution to our deliberations. 

Mr. Kintner. I thank you, Mr. Keating, and I should like to say 
that this committee is always fair minded so far as we from the 
Government staff are concerned. We are treated with courtesy and 
we appreciate it, and hence our willingness always to assist the staff 
of this committee and its members. 

Mr. Rocrrs (presiding). Thank you, Mr. Kintner. 

The next witness we have is Mr. Ford C. Frick, commissioner of 
baseball. 

Will you come forward, Mr. Frick? 


TESTIMONY OF FORD C, FRICK, COMMISSIONER OF BASEBALL 


Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, it seems that every time 
I appear before you, I seem to burden myself with a rather long 
statement, for which I apologize. On the other hand, I think first, 
appearing for baseball, it is necessary to outline the general policies 
and attitudes of baseball toward these bills, so with your forbearance 
I would like to make a statement. 

At the invitation of your committee, I appear here today as com- 
missioner of baseball to express my views on the proposed legislation 
before this committee which involves baseball. As I understand it 
there are six such bills pending. The Celler bill (H. R. 5319) and 
the first Hillings bill (H. R. 5307) are identical bills designed to sub- 
ject baseball completely to the antitrust laws. The Harris bill (H. R. 
5383) would exempt baseball, football, basketball, and hockey. The 
Keating (H. R. 6876) and Byrnes (H. R. 6877) bills are identical 
and would declare baseball, football, basketball, and hockey subject 
to the antitrust laws except as to playing rules, organization of 
leagues, territorial rights, and employment of players. 

he second Hillings bill (H. R. 8023) is identical with the Keating 
and Byrnes bills except that it limits the exemption as to players 
to the operation of a 3- to 5-year reserve clause. 

I would like first to comment on the Celler and Hillings bills which 
apply to baseball alone and which propose to subject. baseball to the 
antitrust laws. It is my opinion, for reasons which I will explain, 
that any legislation which would place professional baseball com- 

letely under the antitrust laws would seriously injure professional 
aseball with no offsetting benefit to the public. 

In so saying, I do not mean to suggest that baseball is perfect, that 
various aspects of the game could not and should not be improved or 
that players and owners are in complete accord on all points. Nor 
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do I mean to imply or concede that any of the existing baseball rules 
and practices violate the spirit or intent of the antitrust laws. What 
I do mean is that subjection of baseball to the antitrust laws is not a 
solution to any single one of the problems which I can see or which 
this committee studied in 1951. 

In 1951, I appeared before this committee on two occasions, the 
first as president of the National League and the second as commis- 
sioner of baseball. In those appearances, I described in considerable 
detail the organization and practices of organized baseball, with 
particular reference to the reserve clause and territorial rights. Since 
my testimony at those hearings is a matter of record, I assume that 
it will not be necessary or desirable for me to go into the matter at the 
same length now. I propose, however, in the course of this state- 
ment, to summarize for the sake of clarity and emphasis some of the 
points which were developed at the previous hearings. 

In 1951, baseball was involved in a number of antitrust suits at- 
tacking the reserve clause and asserting other claims against baseball. 
Three of those cases—Toolson, Kowalski, and Corbett—were decided 
by the Supreme Conrt in 1953, when the Court dismissed the suits 
on the ground that the business of professional baseball is not within 
the scope of the Federal antitrust laws. In so doing, the Supreme 
Court followed its 1922 decision in the Federal Baseball Club case. 

Accordingly, as I understand it, the business of baseball is today 
in the same legal position it has occupied for the past 35 years, namely, 
not subject tothe antitrust laws. 

The question naturally arises as to what great public urgency now 
Sener that baseball should be completely subjected to the antitrust 
aws. 

I have heard it said that some have interpreted the opinion of the 
Supreme Court in the Radovich case as giving Congress a mandate to 
bring baseball under the antitrust laws. 

I am not a lawyer, but I have read the Radovich opinion and I 
cannot reconcile the following language of the Court with such a 
mandate. In its Radovich opinion, the Supreme Court said (352 U. S. 
450) : 

In Toolson we continued to hold the umbrella over baseball that was placed 
there some 31 years earlier by Federal Baseball. The Court did this because 
it was concluded that more harm would be done in overruling Federal Baseball 
than in upholding a ruling which at best was of dubious validity. Vast efforts 
had gone into the development and organization of baseball since that decision 
and enormous capital had been invested in reliance on its permanence. Congress 
had chosen to make no change. All this, combined with the flood of litigation 
that would follow its repudiation, the harassment that would ensue, and the 
retroactive effect of such a decision, led the Court to the practical result that 
it should sustain the unequivocal line of authority reaching over many years. 

It seems to me that these same results would follow enactment of the 
Celler bill and that the Court could not have intended to direct Con- 
gress to do what the Court itself concluded would be very harmful 
to baseball. 

The Cruatrman. Of course the Supreme Court didn’t have in mind 
these vast repercussions when they decided recently the Du Pont case 
with reference to its ownership of stock in General Motors. It didn’t 
apparently consider the tremendous repercussions that would follow. 
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Yet in this Radovich case, speaking of football, it did consider the 
repercussions. There is an inconsistency there which is past under- 
standing as far as I am concerned. 

Mr. Frick. I don’t know what the inconsistency is. I suppose you 
mean an inconsistent decision and I have heard that discussed by 
many legal gentlemen, Mr. Chairman. Not being a lawyer, I can’t 
comment on that. I recognize what you say, that there has been a 
divergence of lege] opinion as to this decision. 

The fact that baseball is exempt and other sports are not seems 
to me a reason for examining other sports—as baseball was examined 
in 1951—and determining whether they should be accorded a like ex- 
emption. Certainly, it will advantage other sports to bring base- 
ball under the antitrust laws. Nor do I see any other advantage in 
so doing. 

I see, instead, burdensome and protracted litigation— litigation as 
to the reserve clause, litigation as to assignment of player contracts, 
litigation as to territorial rights, litigation as to formation of leagues, 
litigation toward expansion of leagues. I see uncertainty and chaos 
for players and clubs. 

Mr. Kxrarrna. This is all a committee of lawyers, you know. You 
may be acting against our interests in arguing against litigation. 

Mr. Frick. I think there is a moral interest and a financial interest 
Mr. Keating; and, while my moral interest is still alive, my financial 
interest is becoming rapidly exhausted. 

I see the magnificent player-pension plan in danger of being termi- 
nated or curtailed. I see public suspicion of the integrity and honesty 
of a game no longer allowed to saute itself effectively. I do not see 
better baseball, or lower admission prices, or better ball parks, or any- 
thing better for the fan. In short, I see baseball set back 50 years. 

I have also heard it said that baseball should be subjected to the 
antitrust laws because it is big business. I submit, however, that the 
figures show that professional baseball has a very small place in the 
economic life of this Nation. The total gross income from all sources 
of all of organized baseball in the United States, majors and minors, in 
1956, was approximately $65,000,000. This is less than one-half of the 
1956 volume of business done by a single department store in New York 
City. Each of more than 570 large corporations of the country had a 
gross income in 1956 which exceeded the gross income of all of baseball 
from all sources. Indeed, the net income of many of these corpora- 
tions, after taxes, was greater than baseball’s gross. I submit, there- 
fore, that, although it attracts very large public interest, baseball 
has very little economic significance. 

The CxHatrman. Let’s pause there a minute, Mr. Commissioner. 
The Yankee Stadium was sold for $6,500,000, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Frick. I do not know the price, Mr. Chairman; I do not recall it 
out of hand. 

The Cuarrman. You don’t know what the Yankee Stadium sold for ? 

Mr. Frick. I would have figures, but I do not recallthem. I haven’t 
them with me. 

The Cuarrman. Does your lawyer know, Mr. Porter ? 

Mr. Frick. We can supply the information. You asked me a ques- 
tion, if I knew, and I actually do not recall the price. For the sake 
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of making your point, I am perfectly willing to accept $6,500,000, but 
I want you to know that that may not —— 

The Cuarmman. And the Los Angeles Stadium was sold for $2 
million. 

Mr. Frick, Yes. 

The CuHarrman. And the Kansas City Stadium was sold for 
$650,000? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Those are rather sizable figures, aren’t they? 

Mr. Frick. I would think so. 

The Cuarrman. And there were considerable capital gains result- 
ing from those sales, were there not ? 

fr. Frick. That’s right. 

The Cwareman. Isn’t that an important business aspect of 
baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. I do not consider the sale of the stadium, as such, as a 
pert of the operation of baseball, any more than a man sells the 

mpire State Building and he makes a capital gain off it. The sale 
of a stadium is not a part of the operational processes of baseball in 
which the public is concerned, and I have no question that the sale 
of a stadium would not be subject to whatever laws covered it. 

The Cuarrman. But your rules refer to stadiums. Your rules, 
for example, deny the facilities of stadiums to blacklisted players. 

Mr. Frick. The rules presently, sir, refuse the use of stadiums 
to one class of player, an ineligible player, and there are only two 
grounds for ineligibility. One is moral turpitude and the otlen is 
‘throwing” ball games, and I submit that without that rule we would 
be in a terrible state. 

We do not want that kind of a fellow in our ball parks any more 
than you would want them in your store. 

The CHarman. In any event, there are players that can be de- 
clared ineligible, for one reason or another, and they could not use 
the facilities of the stadiums. 

Mr. Frick. There are two bases for ineligibility. 

The Cuarrman. Regardless of how many there are, there are players 
who would be ineligible to use the stadiums. 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

The Cuarrman, So, in that sense, the commissioner has some say 
over this matter. As a matter of fact, could you not, under your 
rules, declare a player ineligible for any conduct unbecoming a base- 
ball player? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir; for those two things. 

The Cuarrman. Therefore, you would be interested, in that sense, 
in a stadium. 

Mr. Keattne. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire on that point? 

Would you have any objection to the business aspect relating to 
the sale of a stadium being under the antitrust laws or any other 
laws affecting business ? 

Mr. Fricx. Mr. Keating, it is my feeling that a real-estate deal 
of that sort—I am not a lawyer; I don’t know whether it presently 
is or not, but certainly—it would be governed by any laws that 
govern a real-estate sale. 

The Cuatrman. But, as the present time, Commissioner, as I view 
it, anything appertaining to the sale of stadiums would be exempt 
from the antitrust laws, because it is part and parcel of baseball. 
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Mr. Keating asked the question—and I think it is a very good 
question—as to whether or not you, as the commissioner, speaking for 
baseball, would be willing to have those business facets of baseball, 
like the purchase and sales of stadiums subject to the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Frick. I would like answer that question more specifically than 

erhaps I can, Mr. Chairman, because I think that demands some 

efinitions. There are many business facets of baseball. The sale of 
a piece of real estate is one. There are others that, perhaps, relate 
more closely, and I would not be willing to make a broad statement that 
all business, until we had a definition of what the business was. You 
have asked what I would like to see, or what I believe. 

The Cuarrman. Commissioner, may I just say this. We are asking 
these questions in all kindliness. We have a very difficult problem 
here, and we look to you in a way for guidance. It may be there is a 
way out of this morass. Suggestions have been made that, perhaps, 
if we separate the business facets from the sport facets as far as anti- 
trust laws are concerned, maybe we could reach a solution that might 
be satisfactory to all parties. I don’t know. We are just sort of feeling 
you out, plumbing the depths, if I may use that term. Do you follow 
what we are trying to do? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Keatrtne. You don’t mind having your depths plumbed ? 

Mr. Frick. No, no; I follow you very thoroughly, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrman. Maybe you would like to think that over a little 
bit. 

Mr. Frick. I would like to think it over, because you have asked 
me a broad question, not as a lawyer, about business relationships. 
I need to know, sir, before I can give you an honest answer, what is 
business and what is baseball and where is the interrelation. Where 
does the interrelation come ? 

The Cuarmman. All right; go ahead. You don’t mind these in- 
terruptions, so as to get clarification ? 

Mr. Frick. Oh,no. I have got lots of time. 

I would like to digress a bit here to refer to the curious persistence 
of the notion that the Supreme Court held and baseball contends that 
baseball is a sport and not a business. The word “sport” was not used 
by the Supreme Court in either the Federal Club or the Toolson deci- 
sions and baseball was called a business in both decisions—4 times, in 
fact, in the 6 sentences of the Toolson decision. Baseball does not claim 
it is not a business and this committee, in its 1952 report on baseball, 
realistically said that obviously baseball is both a business and a sport 
(report, p. 91). 

Whether baseball is the kind of business which, in the public inter- 
est, should be subject to the antitrust laws, would seem to be the basic 
question before this committee. I do not think it is that kind of busi- 
ness for the reasons J will explain. 

The unique character of professional baseball was recognized by 
this committee in its 1952 report which said (p. 229) : 

The subcommittee recognizes, however, that baseball is a unique industry. 
Of necessity, the several clubs in each league must act as partners as well as 
competitors. The history of baseball has demonstrated that cooperation in many 
of the details of the operation of the baseball business is essential to the mainte- 
nance of honest and vigorous competition on the playing field. For this reason 


organized baseball has adopted a system of rules and regulations that would be 
entirely inappropriate in an ordinary industry. 
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The basis for those conclusions is fully presented in the 1951 pro- 
ceedings of this committee. The ordinary concepts of commercial 
competition obviously cannot be applied to the competition between 
teams which is the attraction of baseball. The product in which the 
public is interested is the baseball game. The public interest is in the 
uncertainty of the outcome and the fairness and honesty of that com- 
petition on the field. To require the teams jointly producing the game 
to abandon self-regulation and to engage in unregulated competition 
for players and for territorial locations would be disastrous. 

In my prior appearance before this committee in 1951, I expressed 
the view that the reserve clause and territorial rights were the key- 
stones of the game. I still think so. 

The CuatrmMan. Before you go to the reserve clause, you make this 
statement on page 7: “The product in which the public is interested 
is the baseball game.” 

I think that is true. But it is also true that whenever the Congress 
has seen fit to grant exemption to any industry or activity from the 
antitrust laws, it. has likewise also seen fit to arrange some mechanism 
which would protect the public interest. Thus when we set up the 
Civil Aeronautics Board, we said that that Board was to have juris- 
diction over the aviation industry, which was in turn granted certain 
exemptions from the antitrust laws. I could mention the case of other 
industries which Congress said could be exempt from the antitrust 
laws. Concomitantly we have always set up some sort of commission 
or board to see that the public interest was served. 

Now if we say that baseball shall be exempt from the antitrust laws, 
I certainly would not want the Government to stick its nose into 
baseball by having Congress provide for some sort of commission or 
some board to watch over it. That seems repugnant tome. But what 
is there in substitution that can serve the public interest ? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, let me state first of all that certainly 
the chairman and the commissioner of baseball are in complete accord. 
We don’t want Congress to be constantly telling us a to run 
our business. 

Now that, of course, is obvious. It seems to me that the greatest 
safeguard to baseball is the constant scrutiny of an interested and at 
times an enraged public. 

I have heard here in testimony today questions asked, hypothetical 
questions about what might happen, and perhaps before I am through 
the same questions will be put to me. 

While those questions were being asked, in all fairness the thought 
occurred to me that that could not happen, simply because baseball is 
dependent upon the feelings and the aspirations and the affection and 
the confidence of the public, and baseball cannot and would not dare 
step beyond bounds of reasonableness without the public itself rising 
in arms. 

Now Congress has a right, of course, to declare legislation. There 
is an old Scriptural thing that says, “The Lord giveth and the Lord 
taketh away.” I think that is so with Congress. 


If Congress passed a law tomorrow and found that our people 
in the sports world were taking advantage in considering a reasonable 
law as a license, the Congress of the United States would immediately, 
and would have complete right to, throw that law out the window. 
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And believe me, sir, if I thought that would happen, I would be 
on the side of any man who would propose it. I think that what 
we are asking, sir, is an opportunity to exist as we have existed for a 
hundred years, with certain regulations which we feel are necessary 
within the structure of baseball to make this a great American game, 
in which the public can believe in the honesty and integrity. 

That is the thing we are asking, and we are saying that in order to 
do that, because certain laws were written that applied broadly to 
business the application of those laws to us in that self-regulation 
would, we are fearful, destroy the game itself. 

So we are saying to you we believe our record, our accomplishment, 
our standing for a hundred years of operation occupies a place with the 
public and the confidence of the public to a degree where you can well 
say, “Gentlemen, your job so far has been well done. Continue to 
do it that way. If you don’t do it that way, then we will regulate 

ou.” 

The Cuamman. In other words you say that the present setup of 
baseball with the American League, National League, minor leagues 
and you as commissioner is suflicent protection to the public? 

Mr. Frick. That, plus the ordinary laws of the land. I think, as 
IT said in my statement earlier, Mr. Chairman, heaven knows the 
structure of baseball is not perfect. 

We could sit here for 2 days and you could ask me question after 
question about little details of this operation, and many of them I 
would have to say, “Yes, Mr. Chairman, I think that should be 
changed.” 

That has been the history of baseball all through the years. We 
are constantly changing, but I do feel that so far as our game itself 
is concerned and the operation of this game and the playing of this 
game and all the details that are necessary to insure competition and 
honesty and integrity are best served through our own self-control, 
self-government, if you please. 

The Cuatrman. Let’s toy with that a minute and I don’t mean to 
be critical at all, Commissioner. But there are certain factors that 
stick in my eye like a cinder. 

For example, sometimes the public doesn’t know, and if the public 
doesn’t know it cannot judge. 

To illustrate, recently there was and there still is talk about mov- 
ing certain clubs out West, and I think you put a gag rule on the 
owners—they were not to talk or tell the public about it. Is that a 
conservation of the public interest ? 

Mr. Frick. In this instance I felt it was, sir, or I would not have 
sent the telegram, believe me. 

The reason for sending the telegram was not that I put a gag on 
these people, but I was getting very tired, as I think you were, 
wliere in the midst of a baseball] season towns are being upset, Los 
Angeles is upset, Brooklyn is upset, other towns are upset, and they 
are in the midst of a playing season. 

What I said to those gentlemen was following common procedure 
I thought it was very bad taste in staging so-called Roman holidays to 
announce something that had not been decided. My thought was 
“Make up your mind.” 

96797—57—pt. 18 
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I was not objecting to the moving or the fact that certain business 
steps are necessary in order to move. I objected to the unfounded 
and the useless rumor that was going around that had no foundation 
in fact. 

The Cuarrman. Is the situation today such that there is no founda- 
tion in fact for the talk about this move? We would like to know. 

Mr. Frick. I understand your question. The baseball rules say, 
sir, that in case a franchise is to be shifted—and I would call your 
attention that was something that came out of your last committee— 
in case a franchise is going to be shifted, notice of that intent of a 
major league club to take over minor league territory must be filed 
between October 1 and 31, whereupon orderly processes of compen- 
sation and payment for damage done are outlined and the deal is set 
up, and the deals have not become official, sir, until 10 days after it 
has been settled either by agreement or by arbitration. 

The Cuarrman. That may be your rule. 

Mr. Frick. Then my point was, sir, that as far as we are concerned, 
lacking any other procedure, until that is done there is no deal. 

The Cuarman. Yes; but see what is happening as a result of the 
inability of the public to know. 

You—not you personally—have got the city fathers in New York, 
and the city fathers in Los Angeles ina dither. A lot of the people in 
the area of Chavez Ravine are very much disturbed; people in the 
various sections that are to be condemned in Brooklyn are up in arms. 
All sorts of committees are being formed. Yet this whole thing is 
in a very nebulous state. 

Certainly there ought to be somebody that should make some sort 
of an announcement to still fears here. That is what I mean when I 
say that if the public is to be the guardian of what is right or wrong, 
they would soon find out what is wrong and then rebel against it. But 
the public sometimes is not informed as in this case. I wonder whether 
it would not be well to inform the public. 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, without attempting to enter into oral 
argument with a man who can give me aces and spades and beat me 
at that sort of game, I think the point you have made illustrates my 
= of public interest. Let me illustrate it this way. I own a huge 

usiness or a huge building or something with which the public is not 
concerned, and you want to buy it from me and we can quietly go 
out and negotiate. Now we don’t announce all the time what we are 
doing. The result is it isa fait accompli. We have finished all those 
things, and suddenly we say the building has been sold. 

In baseball the public interest is the thing that is doing this. You 
say the public doesn’t know. They know and they find out and they 
keep you from making moves. I venture that the reaction of the 
public will itself influence the movement or nonmovement of these two 
clubs before that move is made. 

Mr. Keatina. Sure. 

The CHarrMan. It is not a private deal. The public in Brooklyn, 
the public in Los Angeles are vitally interested in this. It is quite a 
different thing from the slight interest they might have in a private 
deal. 

This is not a private deal. If baseball is not within the realm of the 
antitrust laws—and there is no commission or board to oversee it 
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which would be repugnant to me—this would be justified on the ground 
that the public oversees this. That is all right. But if the public is 
in the dark, how can they oversee everything ? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, again I say I am not a lawyer, but it 
seems to me that the sale of the Brooklyn Club to somebody else or 
something of that sort is not a matter for antitrust laws anyhow. I 
don’t see how being under the antitrust laws or not under the antitrust 
laws would change the situation you are discussing at all. 

Let me assure you of this, Mr. Chairman: I think the reason that no 
announcement has been made of what is going to happen is that no deal 
has been made. J think it is being discussed. 

I think negotiations are underway. And I believe thoroughly that 
when those negotiations are completed to a time when announcement— 
an honest announcement—can be made, that announcement will be 
made. Until then, any announcements you make are “comme ci, 
comme ca.” 

The Cuamrman. Then you would have what the French call a fait 
accompli. But I will show you how the matter is relevant for antitrust 
considerations. 

In the first place there is talk—and we don’t know whether it is 
true or not; that is part of the uncertainty, there is talk about ex- 
clusive television contracts. If there are such exclusive television 
contracts, that is certainly something for the Antitrust Division of 
the Department of Justice to look into. They have jurisdiction over 
practices or contracts covering exclusions of that sort. 

In addition, each club has what is known as territorial rights where 
they preempt certain geographical areas. That is proper for the 
Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice to look into. 

So all these facets bundled up together concerning this proposed 
movement constitute something which, I think, should not be kept 
much longer in the dark if the public is to be the guardian of its own 
interests. Do you see the point I am trying to make? 

Mr. Frick. I see the point; yes, indeed. Isee it. Mr. Chairman, you 
say announcements should be made. I am fairly convinced that as of 
this moment—I mean within my own judgment, so far as I know, 
at this moment no one knows whether there is going to be a transaction. 

I do not believe the clubs themselves know, or anybody. I think 
they are in the process of negotiation, which may go this way or may 
go that way. 

Now it seems to me that that story has been played up almost to its 
exhaustion in the newspapers, sir. The public has been given to under- 
stand that, and that is all there is to understand at the moment. Any 
further announcements, until you know what you are going to do, can 
be only one thing, and that is injurious to the game, injurious to the 
people, injurious to our process, which is to get metre in baseball 
parks, sell tickets, and play baseball. 

Mr. Kratrne. I have had the impression that the move to the 
west coast was an effort on the part of organized baseball to show 
that it was not a monopoly ; that they did not have a lot of these agree- 
ments that the chairman and Congressman Hillings have been claim- 
ing they had; and that this was a reaction to the attack upon baseball 
that has been made by these two estimable gentlemen for whom I have 
such a high regard. 
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The Cuatrman. The hearings are only at their inception. We have: 
other witnesses who will give some rather startling testimony later 
on. 

Mr. Frick. I cover some of those things in here about changes 
that were made and a lot of it I will say to you, Mr. Chairman, - as 
a result of the hearings in 1951, but regardless of how they have 
happened, they have been beneficial and helpful, and I think have im- 
proved baseball’s position. 

The Cuarrman. I take it at this juncture you don’t know what is 
going to mone with reference to Brooklyn and Los Angeles. 

Mr. Frick. I do not know what is going to happen with reference 
to Brooklyn and Los Angeles and the Giants and as Francisco. 

Mr. Keatinc. Aren’t we going to have Mr. Stoneham and Mr. 
O’Malley here to testify? They would know probably more than you 
would about that. 

Mr. Frick. If they don’t, then I am sure we have no answers. 

The Cuamman. We have the commissioner of baseball here, and 
they apparently don’t tell him. 

Mr. Frick. The commissioner of baseball does not sit in on deals of 
that sort until the time comes when he has to pass on them. 

The Cuairman. I should think they would tell you. 

Mr. Kreattne. You mean in advance? You would have to approve 
or disapprove a move, would you not ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right, when the time comes, and make sure that 
it follows processes and everybody is satisfied that the recompense has 
been agreed upon and the terms have been met. 

Mr. McCuttocn. And of course you couldn’t pass upon that until 
the terms were fixed and definite and certain. 

Mr. Frick. That’s right. 

The Cuatmrman. But people don’t go into those intricacies unless 
they know in advance they are going to get the approval of the com- 
missioner. 

Mr. Frick. They have to have the approval of their league, Mr. 
Chairman, and they have the approval of their leagues for the transfer, 
but that is the first step. Then they have to make their deal after that. 

Mr. Krarrnc. Commissioner, do you think it would help to keep the 
Dodgers in Brooklyn and the Giants in New York if the chairman 
would refrain from pushing for a bill to bring all of baseball under the 
antitrust laws ? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think bringing baseball under the antitrust laws 
going to help your deal any. 

Mr. Keatirne. Congressman Hillings might go for that. 

The Cuarrman, I suggest you invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Frick. I am saving that for some other questions, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Roprno. Mr. Commissioner, you say that you are greatly con- 

cerned with the public interest. Now in these negotiations that are 
being carried on, what consideration can you possibly give to public re- 
action when no announcement is made to the public as ‘to what is going 
totake place. Actually, you don’t know what their reaction is going to 
be. 

Mr. Frick. We have reactions a lot at the mere rumor. Those things 
get in the papers. 


—_s 
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One of the reactions, somebody told me today, people of Los Angeles 
are getting stickers on their cars saying “Dodgers Stay Home,” and 
Brooklyn i is carrying stickers saying “Get Out of Tow n,” so you get 
plenty of reaction on that, sir. 

The Cramman. Of course, one thing we have got to remember, 
Commissioner, is that television and radio are not exempt from the 
antitrust laws. 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, so far as I personally am concerned, 
again I plead lack of legal knowledge, but as commissioner of baseball, 
we have proceeded on ‘the safe theory that they are not exempt and 
there are time when I wish that were not true, because our television- 
radio problem is becoming an increasingly serious one so far as the 
minor leagues are concerned. 

Believe 1 me, if there were any way in which we could reasonably 
get some rule that would prevent major league baseball broadcasting 
in territory of minor league towns where this sort of thing happens. 
Every day 5 broadcasts of major league ball games go into the city 
of Atlanta, and on Saturday 2 telecasts of major league baseball 
go into the city of Atlanta, when the club is playing home and while 
the ball g¢ game is going on. 

That is a serious problem which I am not asking Congress to solve, 
but we sometimes wish we did have a little leeway under radio and 
television. 

The CHarrman. Let’s toy with that idea a minute. Forgive me 
for interrupting you here. 

There is no doubt that what you say is a very, very difficult problem, 
namely that televising of major league teams is hurting the minor 
leagues immeasurably. But isn’t that a falling down of voluntary 
self-control; isn’t it a situation where the major ‘leagues want to have 
these games ’ telev ised in minor league areas, so as to get more money 
out of radio and television ? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think it is a matter of getting more money. 

The Cuarmman. What is it? 

Mr. Frick. Though, believe us, we are not adverse to getting money 
where wecan. I am not pleading that. 

But more important than that is the fact of getting publicity for 
their games. I am not pleading in my statement for the sort of thing 
we are discussing now, Mr. Chairman, but I did want to bring it out, 
as long as it was ‘mentioned in connection with a more serious problem. 

You say that is a lack of individual control. I submit to you that 
16 club owners, without any rule of procedure or anything of the 
sort, are just as hard to manage as 16 Cnieaenel would be without 
any rules of procedure within your structure. It theoretically is 
right, but practically it doesn’t work. 

Mr. Kearina. The chairman doesn’t have any trouble in handling 
us. 

Mr. Frick. I would like to take some lessons from the chairman, 
then, Mr. Keating. 

The CHAIRMAN. Of course, since these major league games are 
televised in minor league territories, the effect is that the major leagues 
are eating their own young. 

Mr. Frick. That was br ought out, I think at a hearing of former 
Senator Johnson’s committee, at which I had the pleasure of testifying 
some couple of years ago. 
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And this problem that we are belaboring here—if you gentlemen 
care to get the transcript—you will find this problem pretty well 
outlined, 

The Cuarrman. If the major leagues are precluded from having 
the games telecast in minor league territories, they would get less 
money from their television rights; wouldn’t they ? 

Mr. Frick. Very little. Of course, now that you are on it, would 
you like my program, what I think would save us? 

The Cuatrman. If you wish. 

Mr. Frick. Perhaps it has nothing to do with antitrust rules be- 
cause I am not a lawyer, but if we could do a reasonable job, if some- 
how we were permitted to say that a major league baseball game will 
not go into a minor league town on a day that club is playing a home 
game, you could solve your whole problem. 

Why? Because then you are not denying major league broadcasts 
to people outside major league cities, and we have no desire to do that 
whatsoever. 

But in that case, you would have then 77 major league ball games 
coming into a minor league town, and you would have the rest of them 
local games, so that the people who were listening would have their 
opportunity to hear in the course of their 77 games probably every 
major league club in the country and watch them in 2 or 3; or if it is 
television, watch them in 2 or 38 different games. 

At the same time the fact that they didn’t go on at the time when 
the home club was playing would give the home club an opportunity 
to broadcast and telecast their games and arouse and build up a lot 
of the interest which seems to be disappearing now. That is just 
what we would like to do. 

The CHamman. Why don’t the individual clubs do it? They 
couldn’t do it in concert since if they did, they might be violating the 
0 , Why couldn’t the big league clubs do that on an individual 

asis 7 

Mr. Frick. The individual big league clubs theoretically could. 

The Cuamman. Why don’t they ? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t know. I wish I had the authority, believe me, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuatrman. Could you indicate that to them individually ? 

Mr. Fricx. No. Because the Department of Justice has said to 
us that “If you do that by edict, we will immediately file triple-dam- 
age suits against you.” 

That is why we don’t do it. 

I wish it were within my authority and I could tomorrow do that. 
However, we can’t. But I do know this. Given opportunity to do 
that, you would have unanimous willingness on the part of the major 
league clubs to do it. 

Mr. Keatrne. You don’t want us passing a law on that, do you? 

Mr. Frick. No, no. This came up because Mr. Celler brought up 
the discussion. . 

The Cuamman. Maybe there is some way you can whisper it into 
the ear of each club individually. 

Mr. Keatine. That is a shattering suggestion, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ropino. By way of suggestion, you could do it, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Knatina. Yes; you contd do it. 











ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 103 


The Cuarrman. I will take the National League, you take the 
American League. 

Mr. Frick. I am sure, Mr. Chairman, if you and Mr. Keating 
want to undertake to whisper in their ears, if you or Mr. Keating 
would care to do that, you can get unlimited support from the com- 
missioner of baseball. 

Mr. Keatrne. I will whisper in the chairman’s ear and let him do 
the whispering. 

Mr. Frick. If you will whisper in the ear of the Department of 
Justice that you think that it is fair and reasonable that we be per- 
mitted to avoid eating our young, as you so aptly put it, we would 
be happy to suggest that, too. 

The Cuarrman. Go ahead, Mr. Commissioner. 

Mr. Frick. If the purpose and effect of subjecting baseball to the 
antitrust laws is to abolish the reserve clause, then I submit that 
the result will be the abolition of the professional game as we now 
know it. This would be to the detriment of players, fans, and club 
owners. I would not for 1 minute suggest the continuance of the 
reserve clause if I thought it was detrimental to the interests of the 
players and could be discontinued without destructive harm to the 
game and the players. 

The history, purpose, and reasons for the reserve clause were fully 
developed in the 1951 proceedings before this committee concluded 
that professional baseball cannot operate successfully and profitably 
without some form of reserve clause (report, p. 228). 

As I understand it, a statute subjecting baseball to the antitrust 
laws might or might not affect the reserve clause. 

The Carman. I am glad you said “might or might not.” 

Mr. Frick. I think it puts it on a test. Undoubtedly, it would re- 
sult in a flood of litigation testing the clause. After some years and 
at great expense, it would finally be determined whether or not the 
clause is a reasonable regulation under the antitrust laws. I think it 
is, and should be held to be a reasonable and necessary regulation, 
but we all recognize the uncertainties of litigation. 

The Cuarmman. In other words, do you feel that if a rule of reason 
requires a reserve clause in order to preserve the industry, to keep 
it from strangulation, it could still be legal under the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Frick. So I am told. Those are questions that I cannot in- 
terpret, Mr. Chairman. I do not know. 

The CuarrMan. It may be a very reasonable interpretation. 

Mr. Frick. If the result of the proposed statute should be elimina- 
tion of the reserve clause—that might happen—a chronic scramble 
for player talent will ensue. The natural result will be a concentra- 
tion of the best player talent in the clubs which are able and willing 
to spend the money necessary to outbid other clubs. Weaker clubs 
will be unable to compete. This was demonstrated by the early his- 
tory of the game as told in this committee’s 1952 report. It is, of 
course, true that the reserve clause does not and has not achieved 

erfect equality of competition on the field, but without it a truly 
Sodaien distribution of talent is inevitable. 

The CHarrmMan. Counsel wants to ask a question at that point. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Frick, I would like to ask whether you believe 
this last paragraph that you have been discussing is equally applicable 
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to the minor leagues, where as Congressman Herlong testified this 
morning, there really aren’t any wealthy teams to compete for players. 

Mr. Frick. I think if you did not have a reserve clause as it goes 
all through baseball, within 5 years, you would have no minor leagues, 
and then of course, you would have no others. There is no incentive. 

First of all, let me say this, that the minor leagues are the appren- 
tice shops, so to speak, the training grounds for your major leaguers. 
Your ball player who comes off the sand lot is not a major leaguer. 
He is a raw recruit who has ability, but like a soldier taken under the 
draft, a farm boy taken under the dr aft, he has to learn his trade. 

The minor leagues are where they do that. That is an expensive 
process. Without going into questions that may be raised later, there 
are in the hands of your committee certain financial documents which 
will indicate to you that the operation of the minor leagues is a costly 
process and can de justified only for one reason as a business operation, 
and that is the fact that they are necessary to feed the major leagues. 

Now, the major leagues, through the minors, have spent. a great deal 
of money in de {veloping this talent, and believe me. gentlemen, if you 
didn’t have the advantage of the boy you developed, if you are spend- 
ing a lot of money to train a boy with the knowledge that when he has 
reached his peak er when he has reached his tr aining, your competitor 
who has spent nothing and sat back can take that youngster, there is 
going to be no development. 

The reserve clause is essential, particularly the paragraph that I 
come to next, it seems to me that I mentioned the other things, but 
if I may proceed, it seems to me the greatest thing on the reserve clause 
is in this next paragraph. 

Mr. Stveman. May I just pursue this for a moment, Mr. Commis- 
sioner. Might it not be possible that it would be more to the interests 
of baseball, players and owners alike, if there were some kind of flexi- 
bility in the reserve clause so that it applied to prevent raiding of 
minor league teams by major league teams, but at the same time did 
not bind a minor league player to a particular club, but enabled him 
to bargain somewhat more among the minor league teams. 

In other words, rather than have a blanket rule which applied to 
everybody exactly the same way, would you say that what is needed 
is a different kind of rule for different kinds of situations and different 
kinds of clubs? 

Mr. Frick. You are asking me, sir, what my opinion is on that ? 

Mr. Stneman. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Frick. My opinion is that it absolutely would not work. 

Mr. Stneman. Why not, sir? 

Mr. Frick. Well, there are many reasons that I develop in through 
here. The reserve clause, and maybe this is because I am stupid or 
perhaps it is because I am stubborn, but I have been in baseball for a 
good many years and followed through and know the history of the 
reserve clause as we developed it in this committee hearing 5 years 
ago, and the history of the reserve clause is that these issues you raise 
have been raised many, many times. 

Suggestions have been made, made by players, made by baseball 
people, made by the public, have been considered. 

It has been determined they did not work. The reserve clause is 
not a thing, gentlemen, that grew full blown from the intelligence of 
an individual or a group of individuals. 
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The reserve clause in baseball is a great deal like the laws of the 
United States. It developed through long processes of evolution as 
problems arose which needed to be solved. 

The integrity of the game was questioned and the continuity of the 
game became difficult and this reserve clause grew out of that. 

When organized baseball first came into existence there was no 
reserve clause, and immediately there was chaos. There was throwing 
of ball games, there was chicanery. There was everything in the 
world that is unpleasant, and it became essential in the eyes of people 
to overcome that if this game is to be preserved. 

The first reserve clause was for only a limited number of players, 
five as I recall. Don’t hold me to that because I am just speaking out 
of recollection. But as I recall it, it was five. Amd they tried that 
2 years and that did not work, and they raised it a little bit more. 

Then we had a player complaint back in the early eighties, as I 
recall. The players thought the reserve clause somebody sold them 
the idea that this was a bad thing and they raised a question about it. 
The question became so bitter that eventually they organized their 
own league called the brotherhood, the Player Brotherhood, and in 
the brotherhood, the strange thing about it that while they did not 
like the reserve clause in organized baseball, yet when they organized 
the league, the first article they put in their contract was a reserve 
clause, and when peace was declared, the people in baseball went to 
the representatives of the players brotherhood and said “Now we 
have had this one argument. We know of nothing to put in. Will 
you come up with something.” 

And three very intelligent men, all of them lawyers including, Mr. 
Chairman, John Montgomery Ward of New York later was a famous 
lawyer, worked for months and finally came in and said “This is the 
only form of reserve we can find that will work.” 

“Put it back in the contracts,” and it has been in the contracts ever 
since then and it has worked out and apparently has not caused any 
great amount of trouble to anybody. 

So far as I know, there is no great argument by any players that it 
is unfair, from anybody in baseball that it is unfair, nothing from the 
fans, and it has maintained the integrity of this game of baseball as 
nothing else I know of. 

Mr. Stroman. Mr. Commissioner, have you received no complaints 
from minor-league players concerning the operation of the reserve 
clause ? 

Mr. Frick. I have never had filed with me a single complaint by 
any player since I have been commissioner of baseball regarding the 
reserve clause. 

Let me preface that by explaining to you, sir, that minor-league 
contracts by and large would go to Mr. Trautman, with whom you 
will be talking following my appearance, and he might be able to 
enlighten you on that, but you asked me the pointed question. 

I never have. I have heard players say “Oh, well, gee whiz, if we 
could change this a little bit it would be better,” and you say “How 
are you going to change it?” 

“IT don’t know; I don’t care much, but maybe it would be better,” 
but I have never heard a complaint. 

Mr. Stneman. Could you explain why many have complained to the 
courts and to this committee but have not complained to you ? 
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Mr. Frick. I could not answer that, sir. 

I don’t know what constitutes many. I don’t know how many there 
have been through the years. There have been some, I know, 
Whether you would classify it as many, I do not know. 

Mr. Katine. Would it be an exaggeration to say that 98 percent 
of the ballplayers would favor the reserve clause ? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Keating, I would even place it—I would almost 
go sa Ivory soap, 9965499, but 1 will accept your 98 yes and stand 
on that. 

Mr. Keartine. I will accept that degree of purity from the baseball 

eople. 

The Cuarrman. When a baseball player—and again I am seeking 
to obtain your opinion—where a baseball player under the reserve 
clause is sold to another team for a rather startling sum, do you 
think that the player himself should be entitled to a portion of that 
selling price? 

Mr. Frick. First of all, Mr. Chairman, if I may phrase it, I don’t 
like to say a baseball player is sold. 

Let’s say his contract is sold, just to keep our records straight as to 
the way we use that. 

When a player is transferred laterally from a club in the same 
classification 

Mr. Keatrne. You mean on a stretcher ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. Suppose a player is transferred from one major 
league ball club to another. In that case that deal is not a testimony 
to his increased ability or anything of the sort. 

That probably comes because he is an excess second baseman on 
one club and the other club needs him, or to strengthen your 
competition. 

I do not believe that a player should share in that price. 

Now when he comes up, when he advances, there are many instances 
where the player shares in the price. 

The Cuamman. Suppose it is not a case of being excess. Suppose 
it is a case where a man shows exceptional ability and therefore 
has his contract transferred. 

Don’t you think that the player who has shown such outstanding 
merit is entitled to some of the emoluments resulting from the 
transfer ? 

Mr. Frick. In that case, sir, I do not, no. 

The Cuarrman. You do not? 

Mr. Frick. No; not when he goes laterally, because he has the same 
ability and the same salary he is getting with the club he was with 
or the club he goes with. It is not a matter of his showing where 
he is promoting himself by his ability. 

The Cuarrman. What is transferred ? 

Mr. Frick. Transferred could be any one of several things. Trans- 
ferred is the transfer of contract. 

The Cuamman. What is the subject matter of the transfer? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t understand, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuairman. I say what is transferred ? 

Mr. Kerattne. The contract. 

Mr. Frick. The contract is transferred. 

The Cuatrman. Who is the subject of the contract; the player, 
isn’t he? 
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Mr, Frick. Yes. 

The CuarrMan. So, the player is moved from one club to another? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

The CHarmman. And he is moved because the second club wants 
his services? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. If they feel they can pay for his services, a large 
amount of money is involved. 

Don’t you think, under those circumstances, that that player is 
entitled to some of the quid pro quo for the transfer ? 

Mr, Frick. Mr. Chairman, as I told you before, the thing I am 
interested in, and the thing I must defend beyond anything else, is 
the integrity of the ball game. The minute you start giving a por- 
tion of the sales prices to lateral movements, I submit to you—you 
seem to be worried what we might do without the antitrust laws, 
hypothetical things. 

I submit to you this hypothetical question: How long would the 
integrity of baseball stand up if there was an opportunity for me, a 
player on your club, to so perform to make you trade me to another 
club, knowing I am going to get part of the purchase price? 

The CuHarrman. It seems to me a little harsh that a man who has 
made it possible to have a club pay for his contract, say $100,000, 
should not participate to the extent of 1 penny in that contract 
transfer. 

It does not seem fair. You say that it must be so because, well, 
it always has been so and, therefore, you should not make the change. 
I think we are looking with a different eye on baseball than we did 
before. 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think so at all. I am not saying because it was 
so it must always be so. I am simply saying involved in that, the 
transfer laterally, would be something which might disturb the in- 
tegrity of this game. You might be putting something in there 

The Cuarrman. Why? 

Mr. Frick. Because there would be some fellows who would say 
“Gee whiz, it behooves me to get traded every year.” 

The Cuamman. Even if they want to get traded, it does not follow 
that they would be traded ¢ 

Mr. Frick. If he puts in a bad game for you, and maybe with con- 
nivance with somebody else, and said, “Well, I have been here long 
enough, if I can get them to trade me I will get a piece,” and there 
has got to be a price of some sort and he gets part of it. 

The Cuarrman. Yes, but you are the commissioner, and you should 
know when there is connivance. I should think that you ought to 
have knowledge of what the purposes of transfers are. 

Take the case of a fellow who, for selfish motives, wants himself 
transferred. The owners transfer for selfish motives because they 
want better players to increase the box-office receipts. That is selfish, 
too. Where is the public protected, unless you protect it? 

Mr. Frick. We always try to protect them. 

The CHarrman. I know, but they look to you. But you say you 
don’t know? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think they are looking to me at all, Mr. Chair- 
man, to see that this “guy” gets a piece of money on a lateral transfer. 
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I don’t think the public is interested in that. I think the club has got 
an investment in that player. When a movie star is loaned to another 
studio, he does not get anything out of that. He goes over to the other 
studio and gets his contract. The player transferred gets his contract. 
He gets his right to negotiate. He has lost nothing. 

The CuHarrmMan. But there is no reserve clause, as far as movie 
studios are concerned, because the subject of that contract, when his 
contract terminates, can go anywhere he wishes and get a higher sum. 

Is the morality of the owner any better than the morality of the 
player? 

Mr. Frick. I want to protect both the morality of the owner and 
the player. 

The Cuarrman. One is as good as another. 

Mr. Frick. Yes. I am not questioning the morality of one or the 
other. 

The CHarrman. But you imply that the players might so maneuver 
as to get themselves 

Mr. Frick. I said he might negotiate with some owner. I put them 
both together. The owner might approach the player and say, “I 
could use you next year. Do something; get yourself traded.” 

The CuHarrman. They can do that very thing now with the reserve 
clause. 

Mr. Frick. Yes, but he is still not going to protect the quality of his 
play. The only thing that makes it now is the good quality of his 
play, not the bad. 

The Cuatrman. I don’t see how you can say he can’t do it now. He 
can now do the very thing that you are speaking against. 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think he could. 

Mr. Mitter. May I ask a question? 

Mr. Commissioner, I am presuming that you are basing your thesis 
in regard to the morality aspect of this thing, predicating it upon 
practically the same basis as your rule that the players do not par- 
ticipate in world-series shares after four games. 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Mitter. And since there are the participants in the game all 
year in the course of the operation of the league, it would be your 
feeling, would it not, that there would be at least some temptation 
to players to play badly or differently or in some way which would be 
to their advantage if they were going to get a percentage of the sale 
price every time they were transferred ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Miter. Now we are talking about the profit which goes to clubs 
who are successful in selling a certain player for a high figure. Of 
course in many cases clubs have received as much as $75,000 from the 
sale of a player. Such a purchase may have been made because the 
player won 20 games last year pitching or can theoretically win 20 
games next year. I presume the books are filled with cases where 
teams have paid $75,000 for a player and did not get $75,000 worth 
after they made the contract. 

Mr. Fricx. Mr. Miller, I doubt that the books are filled with them. 

There have been instances; yes. 

Mr. Mitzter. Where the player on a bonus arrangement or the sale 
price of his contract did not live up to the expectation ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 
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Mr. Mitirer. And you could not assess him any sum as a liability 
because he did not perform as well as it was expected when he was 
purchased any more than you would expect conversely that he would 
get a profit out of the sale? 

Mr. Frick. That of course is the calculated risk that a club takes in 
accepting the transfer of a contract. 

Mr. Minter. Over the years you say clubs make money by the sale 
of players. I mean that every club has records to show that in many 
cases they purchased players at high figures for which they did not 
actually get the performances they had expected for the prices they 
paid, so it would even out as a business pr oposition over the years. 

Mr. Frick. That is quite true, and I think if you look at the financial 
record which I know has been submitted here, you will find that over 
a year or 2 or 3 years the purchase and the sale of players, so far as 
major leagues are concerned, by and large is a washout. 

Mr. Minurr. That is what I mean. 

Mr. Frick. They transfer contracts or they pay $25,000 here and 
then they get $25,000 there. 

Mr. Miuuer. Ac tually that is not basically a source of revenue for 
baseball teams ¢ 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Miter. It ismore used to even the competition among teams? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

The Cuarmman. Did I hear you say, Commissioner, that in the long 
run this buying and selling of play ers is a washout ? 

Mr. Frick. I said in most instances over a period of years, Mr. 
Congressman, I advance this. I think you will find that: there are 
some clubs who in a certain period of years for economic reasons or 
something else have sold players more than they have bought. But by 
and large the general practice in the major leagues w ould be that over 
a period of years I will spend X dollars to attain players and I will 
receive X dollars to sell players and it may not be completely even but 
it is not, as Mr. Miller says—it becomes an item that is not—a huge 
source of profit to a given club, the sale of players. 

The Cuatrman. So from a financial st andpoint it is of no value in 
general ¢ 

Mr. Frick. By and large; yes. It is a competitive value rather than 
a financial value, let’s put it that way. 

Mr. Kratine. It has been charged that some of these teams make 
most of their money out of trading players around. That is not true, 
is it? 

Mr. Frick. I have no evidence to bear that out. 

There have been instances where a club could be in serious financial 
straits as brought up in the last hearing as witness the Boston Red Sox 
in the early twenties when Mr. Frazee sold many players contracts 
for cash when the club was close to bankruptcy, even though he had 
what amounted to almost a pennant-winning club. 

Without going into reasons the club was almost destitute. 

In that case this thing you are talking about was done. 

They sold Babe Ruth, ‘Waite Hoyt, Scott, Mays, for money because 
they had to have money to operate but that is not usual. 

Mr. Mixer. It isthe very reserve clause you are talking about which 
it is hoped will prevent that situation from arising? 


Mr. Frick. Yes. 
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The Chairman. Proceed. 

Mr. Frick. Counsel tells me, Mr. Chairman, that the financial data 
on the sale of ballplayers have already been submitted and are in the 
hands of your committee. 

I was not sure that it had been submitted yet but it has been over a 
5-year period I believe. 

Mr. Keatine. That is the amounts that various clubs have paid for 
players ? 

Mr. Fricx. Yes; other cost-of-player operations, that is right, pur- 
chase, and sale. 

Mr. McCutxocn. Is that datum on lateral transfers as I believe you 
called it or does it include the transfer from minor leagues to major 
leagues as well! ? 

Mr. Frick. Both I think, Mr. McCulloch. 

I think both are in there. 

Mr. McCutxocn. Is there a sharing on the part of players in the 
selling price of the contract from minor leagues to major leagues in 
some instances ? 

Mr. Frick. That is not a required rule, sir, no, but there are many 
instances where it is done. 

Mr. McCuniocn. And you have no objection to that from the mi- 
nors to the majors ? 

Mr. Keatina. Is it usually done or not? 

Mr. Frick. No; I would say it is 50-50. 

I don’t know the percentage. I would not say it was usual; no. 
Less than usual. 

The Cuatrman. I saw the Dodgers-Cardinal game last Sunday, a 
doubleheader, and there was a young pitcher there, an 18-year-old. 

Mr. Frick. He just reported to the club. 

The CHatrman. What is his name? 

Mr. Frick. MacDaniel or Van Daniel. MacDaniel. 

The Cuatrman. What is the process by which you get an 18-year- 
older ? 

T understood that they paid $50,000 for him. Who gets the $50,000? 

Mr. Frick. The boy. 

The CHATRMAN. The boy gets it? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Keattne. Sure. Johnnie Antonelli. 

The CuHarrman. Does the boy get it or the father get it? He is 
underage. 

Mr. Frick. If he is an infant, if he is underage, why of course the 
father signs the contract or his guardian, but the money is the boy’s. 

The CHatrman. The father gets it I suppose in trust for the boy, 
is that it? 

Mr. Frick. I would guess so. That I cannot answer. 

The Cuatrman. Is the boy bound by a reserve clause signed by 
the father? 

Mr. Frick. Legally I think you would know the law on infants as 
well as I and much better. I understand legally that if a boy who 
signs under 21 when he attains maturity could void that contract. 

I think that is the law, is it not? 

You are a lawyer and I am not. 

The Cuarmman. Let’s assume when he is 21 he does not want to 
play with the Cardinals, he does not want to accept their terms? 
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Would he be blacklisted although he entered. 

Mr. Frick. He would not be blacklisted. 

If he fails to make terms, he is placed on a restricted list, which 
means that he has not agreed to terms and when he agrees to terms 
he automatically goes off of the restricted list. 

The Cuatrman. Although his father signed the contract contain- 
ing a reserve clause when he was 18, a minor? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

The CHarrman. And which contract contained the reserve clause? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

The CuarrmMan. You may proceed. 

Mr. Frick. However, my greatest concern is with the effect on the 
integrity of the game. Since the establishment of the office of the 
commissioner, the commissioner’s primary concern has been and 
should be the preservation of the integrity and honesty of the game 
on the field. 

I am thoroughly convinced that abolishing or seriously modifying 
the reserve clause will tend to destroy public confidence in the game 
and impair the morale of clubs and players. 

To make this point clear, I would like to review briefly the early 
history of the reserve clause. 

When the National League was organized in 1876, it had no reserve 
rule. In less than 2 years of operation, the impossibility of main- 
taining the game without reservation of players became apparent. 
Players were constantly approached by other clubs with promises of 
future employment; games were thrown; players were disgruntled and 
unhappy and even honest players were under suspicion. 

In 1879, the National League adopted its first reserve rule per- 
mitting each club to reserve the services of five men by filing with the 
league president before the expiration of the season the names of the 
players whose contracts were reserved for the following season. Other 
clubs were forbidden by the rule to negotiate with these reserved 
players. The reservation of only five players proved inadequate and 
nonreserve players themselves objected to it as discrediting them as 
performers. x ; 

The number of players subject to reserve was increased in 1883 to 
11 and in 1884 to 12. In each instance the pressure for increasing the 
number of reserved players came from the weaker clubs, 

The players themselves became restive, and in 1889, organized their 
own league and inserted a reserve clause in their own player contracts. 
In later peace negotiations with the National League, a three-man 
player committee, after lengthy deliberation, reported that it could 
find no substitute for the reserve clause. 

Since that time, the reserve clause has applied uniformly to all 
players. So far as I know, no substitute which does not threaten the 
integrity of the game has since been proposed. 

How could public confidence in player loyalty and will to win be 
maintained if the player, while playing for one club, may shop 
around for a job with another club against which he is directly com- 
peting on the field, or may be approached with offers from several 
other clubs? 

It is not merely a matter of player honesty. 

In sports competition, players must be above suspicion. Public 
suspicion is bound to arise in a situation like this—player A is a star 
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on club X. In a crucial series between clubs X and Y, player A 
commits a run-yielding error and strikes out with the bases full. 
Club X loses the game. It then develops that club Y has been ne- 
gotiating with player A for his services for the next season and 
signs him. 

‘Even though player A was playing his very best, public criticism 
and loss of respect for A and for the game are inevitable. More- 
over, as the early history of the game demonstrates, cases may arise 
in which the suspicion might be justified. 

Mr. Stneman. May I ask just one question there ? 

Mr. Commissioner, is that situation not equally true today? 

Should a player learn that his team is preparing to trade him to 
another team, aren’t his actions pending the trade equally suspicious? 

Mr. Frick. No, I would think not. First of all, sir, the chances 
are the player does not know when he is being traded to another team 
and one of the reasons you don’t tell him in advance is for that very 
thing. 

Without putting my finger at all on my friend the newspaperman, 
a profession which I “enjoyed for many years, a great deal of things 
are written in the papers about trades that are sometimes, shall we 
say, imagined a little bit ? 

The writers need to write about something. 

Mr. Keattne. They are sometimes predictions that are not 85 per- 
cent accurate. 

Mr. Frick. They are predictions that do not always work out 
exactly as wr itten, shall I put it that way? 

But fundamentally a player is not subjected to that thing because 
you don’t tell him until it is time to make your transfer. 

Mr. Stneman. Aren’t there possibilities of the same kind of sus- 
picion falling on the owners of the clubs who, in the home stretch 
of a hotly contested league battle for the pennant for example, trade 
a badly needed pitcher, for example, to a team which needs a pitcher 
for the race ? 

Mr. Frick. There would be except that baseball prevents that. 
There isa rule against that. You can’t make that trade. 

Mr. Stneman. You mean you can’t make it without waivers. 

Mr. Frick. You cannot make the trade after a certain date. 

You can’t trade between clubs and that is the reason for that rule. 

Mr. Kratrne. It is a date in the season ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. McCutiocn. That date has passed this year? 

Mr. Frick. And at any time in order to trade from one league to the 
other, waivers are necessary. 

Waivers mean that 15 clubs have to waive. 

Usually in the case you mention there is somebody they need to 
help them win the pennant, right, so the chances are they are in first or 
second place of the race. 

They have got tobe. If they are second, 14 other clubs have to waive 
on that player before the second place can get him, 15 clubs have to 
waive before the first place can get him. 

Mr. Stncman. But if it isa trade within the same league—— 

Mr. Frick. You cannot doit. The date is over. 

Mr. Mixer. That date is passed now, isn’t it? 
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Mr. Frick. Yes. Don’t hold me down—Jaune 15 I think it was or 
the 16th. 


The Cuarrman. Goahead. 

Mr. Frick. Player loyalty, team integrity, and will to win—these 
are indispensable evedienta of public respect for the game. I have 
yet to hear of a proposal for elimination or modification of the re- 
serve clause which will give any assurance on these points. 

It has been suggested that a player be released from reservation 
after 3, 5, 7 or 10 years. 

Mr. Hillings’ second bill, for example, would exempt from the 
antitrust laws a reserve clause which operated for 3 years, subject 
to a 2-year extension if the players’ salary were increased 15 percent 
in each of the fourth and fifth years. 

At whatever the point of his release from reservation, the player 
becomes then subject to these questions of loyalty. The suggestion that 
some but not all players be reserved raises the same problem as to 
the unreserved players. Also, the players not sneak: might object 
to discriminatory treatment as they did when the practice of a 
limited number of reservations was given a trial. 

The reserve clause has advantage for the player in that it increases 
the incentive of the club to exercise patience and make expenditures of 
time and money in his development. 

Many of our major league players, including some of the stars, were 
slow in developing into major league caliber. The active major league 
players in 1956, other than 25 bonus players, had an average of 4.13 
years in the minor leagues. 

The production of major league players is an expensive process. 

The Cuatrman. What is the usual baseball life of a player, how 
many years? 

Mr. Frick. I cannot answer that question for you entirely ac- 
curately, Mr. Chairman, but you mean through his minor league 
career ¢ 

His total life? I should say it would average 15 years. 

I am just pulling that out of a hat but I think that is about right, 
counting the minor and the major. 

Counsel calls to mind that there have been some exceptions. A 
player named Satchel Paige had about 40 or 45 years but I won't 
submit that forevidence. — 

The Cnarrman. I think Pewee Reese has been with Brooklyn for 
more than 15 years. ‘ 

Mr. Frick. We have many players who stay in the major leagues for 
anywhere from 15 to 18 years but the thing that brings your average 
down is a player who comes up and does not quite have it. He will 
be up a year or two and has to go back down to the minors and that 
brings your general average down. 

For your regular, a man who has played regularly on a team, 99 
percent of them get past the veteran stage, the 8-year mark, and 
qualify for veteran status. 

Mr. Keratrne. They last longer than boxers and football players. 

The Cratrman. They last longer than some Congressmen. 

Commissioner Frick, I am sorry to say I think we will now have 
to take a recess until tomorrow morning. Because members of this 
committee have to appear before the Rules Committee on a certain bill 
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at 11 o’clock, we will meet tomorrow morning, if agreeable to the 
members of the committee, at 9 :30. 

Would that be agreeable to you, Commissioner ¢ 

Mr. Frick. Surely. Any time you wish. 

The Cuairman. Tomorrow we will run to 11 and we then resume at 
2:30 and try to finish up in the afternoon. We will also try to finish 
with Mr. Trautman tomorrow. 

(Whereupon, at 4:25 p. m., the committee adjourned, to reconvene 
at 9: 30a. m., Thursday, June 20, 1957.) 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1957 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ANTITRUST SUBCOMMITTER OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to recess, at 9:35 a. m., in room 346, 
Old House Office Building, Hon. Emanuel Celler (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Representatives Celler, Rodino, Rogers, Keating, McCul- 
loch, and Miller. 

Also present : Herbert N. Maletz, chief counsel; Kenneth R. Harkins, 
cocounsel; Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., associate counsel, and Julian H. 
Singman, assistant counsel. 

The Cuairman. The committee will come to order. 

Commissioner Frick, one of our distinguished members, the Con- 
gressman from Massachusetts, Mr. Macdonald, is very anxious to 
testify. Under the rule of protocol, we have to give way to Members 
of Congress. I am sure you understand that. I believe Mr. Mac- 
donald is going to speak briefly and we have to arrange for that 
interruption of your testimony, if you don’t mind, sir. 

Mr. Frick. That is all right, sir. 

The CHarrman. Mr. Macdonald. 

Mr. Macponarp. Thank you, sir. I certainly appreciate the cour- 
tesy shown me by the distinguished chairman and I apologize to Mr. 
Frick for interrupting his testimony, but we all know how busy the 
Congress is today and has been. 


TESTIMONY OF HON. TORBERT H. MACDONALD, UNITED STATES 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE EIGHTH DISTRICT OF THE STATE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Mr. Macponatp. My name is Torbert H. Macdonald, Congressman 
from the Eighth Congressional District of Massachusetts. 

I have long been interested in the problem which the Committee on 
the Judiciary now has under consideration, for I have been active in 
athletics since an early age. Asa matter of fact, I captained the Har- 
vard football team in 1940 and signed a professional baseball contract 
under the New York Yankee Baseball Club after negotiations with 
the late and beloved Paul Kritchell and George Weiss in the New York 
Yankee chain. At this point let me state parenthetically that while 
this statement may contain some matters which might be contrary to 
the wishes of certain club owners, I feel indebted to organized baseball 
and have only kindly feelings toward it. Certainly baseball contrib- 
uted more to me, in helping further my legal education, and to other 
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young men with whom I played, than we in turn were able to con- 
tribute to it. I believe the fact that I played in organized ball for two 
summers makes me somewhat unique here in the Congress, for to 
the best of my knowledge there are no other current Members who 
have had that experience. Not that I feel, because of that fact, that 
I possess any more or superior knowledge than any other Congressman, 
but I mention it merely to show my interest in the field. As a matter 
of fact, while at the Harvard Law School, I did a minor paper on the 
present subject at a time when there was a good deal of controversy 
as to whether or not baseball was to be considered as being in interstate 
commerce. 

As a result of my great interest in this field, when the present bills 
were introduced and discussed, I sent questionnair es to the people who, 
I felt, knew this problem best, and yet would be unprejudiced in their 
thinking; namely, the sportswriters of this country. Actually, I sent 
out 800 of these questionnaires to sportswriters from coast to coast, 
asking them to answer the following questions: 

. Should all professional sports come under antitrust laws? 
. Should football and baseball be exempted from antitrust laws? 
. Should baseball be exempted from the antitrust laws? 
. Should football be exempted from the antitrust laws? 
. Should all professional sports be exempted from the antitrust laws? 

The response was more than I anticipated, for 34 percent of all 
writers polled sent in their answers, and many writers attached letters 
setting forth the reasons for their opinions. The voting of the 275 
sportsw riters, representing opinions from all over the « ountry , Was as 


follows: 
1. Ninety-five said all professional sports should be exempted from 


the antitrust laws. 

2. Seventy said all professional sports should come under the anti- 
trust laws. 

3. Fifty-seven said that only football and baseball should be 
exempted. 

4. Thirty-three said that only baseball should be exempted. 

5. Twenty said they were undecided. 

These results were somewhat surprising to me, especially in view 
of the fact that over 70 sportswriters indicated that all sports should 
come under the antitrust laws, and 33 stated that all sports, except 
baseball, should come under the antitrust laws. This, obviously, 
shows that 103 out of 275 felt that professional sports should come 
under the antitrust laws. 

Actually, the divergency of opinion was strong. This fact is illus- 
trated by a cross section of the opinions, one of which reads: 


Professional sports may be sport to the public, but they are strictly business 
to the owners, 
Another stated : 


Professional sports are just as much a business as general merchandise or 
any commodity offered for sale with a profit. 


Oe ON 


Another answer said: 


There should be equality under the law, for I see no reason why baseball, 
football, or other sport has any right to demand special consideration. 

The idea that baseball or any professional sport should receive preferential 
treatment under the antitrust laws is completely indefensible. I refuse to be- 
lieve that something equitable cannot be worked out to replace the reserve 
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clause and bring baseball within the law. Baseball’s inertia is sometimes 
amazing. 


Yet, on the other hand, one sports editor wrote : 


Too much government is worse than no government. Keep sports divorced 
from politics and business. Let them police themselves. 


Another said: 


The danger of monopoly in sports is far less imminent than the danger that 
crippling laws will deprive voters of the enjoyment they get from sports of all 
sorts. At the same time, baseball and football are entitled to no special privileges 
over and above other professional sports. 


Another said: 


Government regulation of sports is strongly opposed by me. Boxing is regu- 
lated by State governments, and you know the mess it is in. 

In practically every instance, the sportswriters defended the neces- 
sity of the so-called reserve clauses as being absolutely necessary to the 
success of baseball and other sports. 

However, most writers criticized the draft system currently em- 
ployed by professional football, basketball, and hockey. This tech- 
nique gives the individual player no freedom of choice in signing 
with a club of his choice. He must sign with a club that drafts him in 
a single league or is not permitted to play here in the United States, 

There was also practically unanimity in condemning the monopolis- 
tic practices which surround the management and promotion of the so- 
called sport of boxing. 

In essence, the vast majority felt that all sports should be treated 
alike, with the possible exception of boxing, which is not considered by 
all, including myself, to come within the category of sport, but, rather, 
under the present circumstances, is an offshoot of what once was a clean 
sport. 

My own opinion agrees, in the main, with what has been outlined 
above. 

I hope that the committee will find that all professional sports are 
engaged in a business which affects interstate commerce, and, there- 
fore, are subject to the Federal laws of the land. I feel strongly, how- 
ever, that, because of the uniqueness of the type business that the 
sports business is, the committee should free professional sports from 
the usual prohibitions of the antitrust laws, including the treble- 
damages clause. For it is clear to me, at least, that the intent of Con- 
gress, In passing the Sherman and Clayton Antitrust Acts, was to pro- 
tect the public interest which, in the main, has not been violated by 
professional sports up to now. 

I am not among those who carp at owners who decide to move their 
business to a more profitable location. My own State suffered from 
such a move when the Perini Corp. moved the Boston Braves to Mil- 
waukee. I think that it ill behooves a city which doesn’t support a 
team—and, for better or worse, Boston is, always has been, and will be 
a Red Sox town—to belabor an owner who moves his franchise on 
provable and legitimate grounds of nonsupport. On the other hand, I 
think it is equally bad taste to have the same owner turn around and 
say he owns not a business but a sport and, therefore, is not subject to 
all Federal laws. 

_ By making professional sports subject to the Federal law, but giv- 
ing these sports certain exemptions where needed for the good, not 
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of the owners, but of the sport itself, the public and the individuals 
concerned will be protected. I feel that such action would permit the 

layers themselves to obtain a more vocal and effective role in their 
dealings with the professional club owners. Whatever grievances 
which may be present or which might arise can be settled in legal 
proceedings within the sports family, rather than under regulation of 
Congress. It is my opinion that the vast majority of the Members of 
Congress do not fully understand the unique problems that are in- 
volved, either from the point of view of the players or the owners of 
our professional sports. 

I feel that the committee should recommend or find that the so- 
called reserve clause be operative for a limited time only; for example, 
legalize a reserve clause which would end after a period of 4 years. 
Tf a major-league team has not found a place on the roster of its main 
club for a player by that time, the player should be permitted to 
negotiate for himself as a free agent with other major league clubs 
in order that he may be purchased by that other club. I recommend 
this from the standpoint of the player in order that he may obtain the 
maximum financial benefit from what, at best, isa short career. I also 
believe that this would aid not only the players, but also the so-called 
have-not clubs as well, such as now represent Washington in the 
American League. 

Mr. Kerattnc. What is a “have-not” club—have not any good play- 
ers ? 

Mr. Macponap. I think the expressions of “have” or “have-not” 
are fairly well defined. They have not, in relation to the other clubs, 
or by virtue of adequate finances, or any farm system. They are 
“have-not.” 

I also feel that the actual number of players controlled by the 
major-league teams should be reduced sharply, perhaps to a number 
around 40. 

The Cuatrman. Does that mean you want to prohibit the farm 
system ? 

Mr. Macponap. Well, no, sir, I don’t think you could or should 
prohibit the farm system. That is a legitimate way of developing 
players. 

The Cuarrman. You say that you want to limit the number of play- 
ers, or otherwise the rich clubs will get control of players. Would you 
want the farm system to operate independently of the big league 
clubs? 

Mr. Macvonatp. What I actually said, sir, was not to reduce the 
number of players, but the numbers of players controlled by the rich 
major-league clubs. 

The Cuarrman. Don’t the members of the National and American 
Leagues contro] the farms and the players on those farm clubs? 

Mr. Macponap. Well, the answer is both yes and no. Some clubs 
have gone in for farming extensively. The old Cardinals, for ex- 
ample, and New York Yankees certainly do. Mr. DeOrsey, who is 
going to testify, will probably tell you more about it than I know about 
the Washington team. 

The Cuarrman. Let’s assume that the league owners control the 
players on the farms. Then you would come to the conclusion they 
shouldn’t control those farms and should be limited to a certain num- 
ber of players—around 40? 
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Mr. Macponap. Right. 

The CuarrMan. That isa conclusion you draw ? 

Mr. Macponaxp. Yes, sir. 

It is clear that under the present setup, by various maneuvers, the 
number of players controlled by the richer clubs are literally in the 
hundreds. This works to the handicap of the less-rich clubs, the 
players themselves and in the long run to the public at large. 

It appears clear to me that the practice of involuntary drafting, as 
is now the custom in professional football, basketball, and hockey, 
insofar as it affects American clubs, should be flatly prohibited. How- 
ever, I feel that a proviso that a team in these sports should have 
territorial rights to negotiate first with players who have performed 
in a college in the geographical area nearest to that professional team 
would be unobjectionable. 

Mr. Rogers. Could I interrupt you there?) When you say “geo- 
graphical area nearest to that professional team would be unobjec- 
tionable,” would you want that in place of the present system of 
involuntary drafting ? 

Mr. Macponabp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rogers. Wouldn’t that tend to place a further restriction on 
the right of the man to go to the place that he wanted to? 

Mr. Macpona.p. No, sir, because if he doesn’t want to stay in a cer- 
tain geographical location, which would seem strange because of his 
publicity value to the club, and therefore his own financial position 
is also advanced; for example, if he has 3 years of varsity publicity 
in a given area and this would merely give the club that is operative 
in that area first crack at him and add to his value. If he doesn’t want 
to play in that area, he could always say “no” and move over to 
another club. 

Mr. Rogers. In other words, under your rule there would be a right 
to negotiate first in the area in which he has the publicity? 

Mr. Macponarp. Right. 

Mr. Rogers. But you would not provide in your rule that he would 
be prohibited from going to another area if he wanted to? 

Mr. Macponatp. No, sir. The club in his so-called area would just 
get first crack at him. 

Mr. Rogers. And you feel that that would be less restrictive than the 
present involuntary system ? 

Mr. Macponap. Much less, sir. Much less restrictive of the player’s 
rights, yes. Under the present system you either play with whoever 
drafts you or you don’t get to play, unless you want to go to Canada. 

I might interject that one of the more cynical sportswriters answer- 
ing my questionnaire stated that he felt that not only professional 
football, but also college football might well come under Federal con- 
trol, for he felt the two were not too far apart in methods of opera- 
tion. In my letter of answer to him I told him that I could see he 
hadn’t observed the caliber of the Ivy League football games for some 
considerable period of time—and that in any event the territorial 
drafting of high-school players hadn’t as yet come to my attention, 
even though I know of some New England college coaches who would 
be strongly for such a procedure. 

In my opinion it has become clear that action by Congress is neces- 
sary. Not because, as many people have, in my opinion, unfairly 
hinted, that certain Members of Congress are self-seeking in their 
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efforts which are directed to sports, but because the present state of 
the law is so confusing under Supreme Court decisions. One con- 
trolling case, decided in 1922 and reaffirmed in 1953 held that baseball 
is not a business which affects interstate commerce. A second case, 
decided last February 25, states that professional football is a business 
which affects interstate commerce. It seems to me that it is the duty 
of Congress to clear the air and state forthrightly its position and the 
present state of the law. It is clear beyond dispute that in this era of 
interstate impact of television and radio, that if one professional sport 
is held to be engaged in interstate commerce, each and every other 
professional sport is similarly engaged. 

I therefore state that it is my considered opinion that the Congress 
must recognize that fact and put various sports under Federal regula- 
tion. Yet we must give certain exemptions which are necessary to the 
well-being of the individual players, owners, and most importantly to 
the sport itself. In this way it seems to me the owners, the commis- 
sioners and the leagues involved will take even greater steps in clearing 
the various underbrush that they have in their own yards and, without 
direct Government control, remedies will be had which will redound 
to the credit and benefit to all of us who love sports and want to see 
them grow bigger and better. 

Mr. Pierce. Congressman Macdonald, on page 5 of your statement 
you say that Congress should legalize the reserve clause for a period of 
4 years; is that correct ? 

Mr. Macponatp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now would that mean that at the end of a 4-year period 
a minor-league player could then negotiate with a major-league club 
and once he signed with that club, he would again be under a reserve 
clause ? 

Mr. Macponatp. Well, yes. I recommend a reserve clause for the 
protection of a club that has invested its money in the development of 
a player. Yet, on the other hand, we all know of examples where cer- 
tain rich clubs have any amount of talent stashed away. I think the 
great disparity in the present American League pennant race is due 
to just that fact. 

Mr. Pierce. So actually you would have 2 reserve clause systems 
working; 1 in the minor league for a period of 4 years and then after 
a fellow negotiated with a major-league club, he would enter a second 
reserve clause. Is that the point? 

Mr. Macponatp. Well, the reserve clause would—when he signs 
with a club, in his contract would be a reserve clause that would oper- 
ate for 4 years. At the end of the 4 years, it becomes null and void 
if he is not on the roster of a major-league team. He is a free agent. 
He himself ought to know at the end of 4 years whether he is going to 
make the major league, and if he isn’t he might as well get out. 

If one club has an abundance of talent and can’t use him, I think he 
ought to have the opportunity to negotiate with a major-league club 
who can use him. If another club thinks they can use him at the end 
of 4 years, he signs with that club. That reserve clause also goes for 
4 years. 

Mr. Prerce. It would be another 4 years then ? 

Mr. Macponatp. Yes, absolutely a new contract. He is a free agent. 
He has been held by one contract ; he leaves that contract, signs another 
contract with completely different terms, but the hold over him is only 
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for 4 years. If at the end of that 4 years he wants to keep signing with 
the club he is playing for, which he obviously would, then he is free 
to do as he wishes. He gets freed every 4 years to negotiate. 

Mr. Prerce. All right. Thank you. 

The Cuarmman. Any questions? 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Macponap. I would just like to add this, Mr. Chairman: That 
one reason I think that the Federal Government should state that they 
are engaged in interstate commerce is illustrated, in my mind, by 
basketball, which hasn’t been heard about much in these hearings, and 
yet just recently Bob Cousey, representing the league players, wanted 
to take up some grievances with the commissioner of basketball. The 
commissioner wouldn’t even talk to him. He wouldn’t see him or dis- 
cuss any of the grievances that the players had. 

It seems to me that if they come under Federal control and are 
adjudged as affecting interstate commerce, it would be possible for 
the representatives of the clubs to come under the protection afforded 
them by the National Labor Relations Act, and, as such, get a firm, 
established position which would give them the benefits of protection 
in dealing with management. 

Mr. Rogers. Was the question discussed as to whether they came 
under the National Labor Relations Act, or do you know? 

Mr. Macponaxp. Well, sir, ever since 1922, in a rather peculiar de- 
cision, as you probably read, which was reaffirmed, it states that sports 
do not affect interstate commerce. 

Now, what we would now call the enacting clause in the National 
Labor Relations Act says that a business has to affect interstate com- 
merce before the rights and privileges granted under the National La- 
bor Relations Act can be exerted on behalf of any collective bargain- 
ing group within the business. Therefore, the so-called players’ 
representatives were sort of a company union that baseball has and 
I think that football is trying to get one. They have no status which 
is legalized by any Federal law and it seems clear to me that they 
should get the same protection as any other business. If once you 
say they are a business, which they are, then the employee should get 
the same protection as any other business employee does. 

Mr. Rogers. When the Supreme Court held that football was inter- 
state commerce, don’t you think that there immediately arose a ques- 
tion of whether or not the football players were entitled to that? 

Mr. Macponautp. Yes; football players are. There has been no 
decision for basketball. It has never been raised. Therefore it 
seems to me at this time, instead of having these hearings every year, 
the Congress would clear it up once and for all if they would say 
these professional sports are engaged in interstate commerce and the 
employees are entitled to all the protection, as I said, that any other 
employee has under the Federal laws. 

Mr. Rocers. On page 6 you make the suggestion about first choice 
in the geographical area. Suppose we should, in considering this leg- 
islation, make some proviso that in respect to football or basketball 
players we give them a choice of the territorial area and thereafter 
operate some system of drafting. Would that be contrary to your 
thinking in the matter? 

Mr. Macponatp. I am not quite clear about your question, sir, but 
I would just like to point out that basketball, now football, and I 
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might say parenthetically, has grown tremendously under its system, 
and I think mainly because of the great work of a single individual, 
the commissioner, Bert Bell, who has done a tremendous job for foot- 
ball, but I think he is unique. He has protected the players because 
he used to be a player. He has been a coach; he has been an owner 
of a franchise in the league and he understands everybody’s problems 
and points of view, but it is sort of aone-manrule. It is a benevolent 
despotism. If he should go and somebody who is not well aware of 
the players’ problems should come in, the machinery is set up in the 
National Football League to really give the players a bad time. 

But in answer to the question directly, basketball not only drafts 
these fellows, but they get territorial rights now. This is presently 
in effect. I would let them continue the territorial rights, but take 
away the involuntary drafting. 

Mr. Rogers. Then your thought would be that we should remove the 
involuntary draft system altogether ? 

Mr. Macponaup. Exactly, Mr. Rogers. 

The Cuarrman. Any further questions? 

Thank you very eel Mr. Congressman. 

Mr. Macvonatp. Thank you very much for your courtesy. 

The Cuarrman. Commissioner Frick, you may proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF FORD C. FRICK, COMMISSIONER OF BASEBALIL— 
Resumed 


Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, I think at the recess yesterday we were 
in the middle of page 12, the second paragraph. I will omit that be- 
cause we have already discussed that. 

A questionnaire sent by this committee to sports writers produced 
this result, as stated in the report (p. 208) : 

With almost complete unanimity, the baseball writers believe that the reserve 
clause is not only necessary to baseball but highly desirable. 96 writers were 
for the clause, 8 against it, and 1 had no opinion. 

This committee, in its 1952 report, concluded that (p.229)— 

The overwhelming preponderance of the evidence established basepall’s need 
for some sort of reserve clause. Baseball’s history shows that chaotic conditions 
prevailed when there was no reserve clause. Experience points to no feasible 
substitute to protect the integrity of the game or to guarantee a comparatively 
even competitive struggle. The evidence adduced at the hearings would clearly 
not justify the enactment of legislation flatly condemning the reserve clause. 

The principal concern about the reserve clause expressed by this 
committee in its 1952 report, as I read it, was with the enforcement of 
the reserve clause against the player who signs with a club outside 
of organized baseball. At that time, Major League Rule 15 provided 
that any player who jumped his contract or reservation should not 
be eligible to make application for reinstatement for 5 years. Rule 
15 (b) provided that a player who, without permission, failed to re- 

ort to the club within 10 days after the opening of the season would 
be ineligible. 

Since those hearings, Mr. Chairman, the rules have been revised. 
The penalty of 5 years of mandatory ineligibility for a major league 
player who jumps his contract or reservation was completely elim- 
mated in December 1951. At the same time, provision was made that 
the player who failed to report within 10 days should be placed on a 
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restricted list, from which reinstatement would be automatic upon 
application, rather than bein placed upon the ineligible list. 

The CuatrMan. What is the difference between a restricted list and 
ineligible list ? 

Mr. Frick. I think that is covered in the next sentence, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

By amendments adopted in 1952, only those players found guilty 
of misconduct, such as throwing games, under major-minor league 
rule 21, or mors ral turpitude, are placed on the ineligible list. Players 
who jump their contracts are placed on the disqualified list, and there 
is no longer any restriction on the time within which reinstatement 
may be applied for. 

Mr. Stneman. Excuse me, Mr. Commissioner. Although under the 
rules moral turpitude or misconduct are the only specified reasons 
whereby a player can automatically be placed on the ineligible list, 
isn’t it equally true that under the rules you, as commissioner, may 
determine at any time, in any case, that in the best interests of baseball 
a player shall be placed on the ineligible list ¢ 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Singman, that is a very difficult question to answer. 
I honestly don’t know. I would guess, and if you want to interpret 
the broad powers of commissioner that way, under conduct detri- 
mental to baseball that may be true broadly. As a matter of actual 
practice, the commissioner will not place on the ineligible list any 
player and never has placed on the ineligible list any player who was 
not guilty of one of the two things mentioned. 

Mr. Sineman. Let me read this particular provision of the rules, 
Mr. Commissioner: It is rule 15 of the Major League Rules, subsec- 
tion (d). 

In all cases the Commissioner, and in the case of a player or person associated 
with the national association, league or club, the president of the national asso- 
ciation may determine at any time, either on his own motion or at the request 
of a league, club or player, that the best interests of baseball require that a 
player, club or league official or employee or other person be placed on the ineli- 
gible list, and may also, in his sole discretion and upon such terms and conditions 
as he may deem proper, reinstate any such person from the ineligible list or 
transfer him from the ineligible list to the disqualified list. 

Under that subsection (d) of rule 15, would it not be possible for the 
commissioner, and I am not saying you would do that, but would it not 
be at least within the discretion of the commissioner to place on the 
ineligible list a player who had jumped his reserve, even though the 
rules provide that he should automatically go on the disqualified list ? 

Mr. Frick. I would think, broadly, the commissioner has that an- 
thority. In the case you cite, I would say no for this reason: The com- 
missioner’s broad authority is based on what we call thé conduct 
detrimental to baseball clause. That is where his authority is. How- 
ever, that is tempered in the commissioner’s agreement by saying that 
the commissioner may not declare conduct detrimental based on any 
rule or law or action taken under a rule or law passed by baseball. 

Now the rule of baseball says that only players who are guilty of 
moral turpitude or throwing ball games may be placed on the ineligible 
list. 

Mr. SincMAN. It does not say “only,” sir. 

Mr. Frick. That is what it specifies. It specifies other things. The 
rules are written, as I explained. In this discussion how you are going 
to handle phrases and viet vour verbiave should be and vonr lanonace 
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on a bill is just as troublesome for us as it is to the Congress of the 
United States. I can only tell you the history of this to explain it. 

Following the hearings in 1951, your chairman made quite a point 
of the fact that ineligibility was a catchall for a lot of oe who 
should not be declared ineligible; that the word “ineligible” in itself 
carried a certain—it left people with a stigma that shouldn’t be there 
because many of them had done nothing wrong. They simply failed to 
sign a contract or they jumped the reserve clause or something of 
that sort. So baseball voluntarily and willingly said that is right. 
Now the best thing to do—we have these cases coming up—is to put 
cases of degree in here and we wrote the best rule that we could. 

Now the verbiage of our rule might not say exactly what I said, 
but the intent of that rule was that on the ineligible list shall go only 
men who are guilty of moral turpitude or men who are guilty of 
throwing baseball games. 

The Cuareman. The rule doesn’t exactly say that. 

Mr. Frick. No, it does not. I agree with that. 

The Cuatrman. I think it might be well to direct your attention 
to it. 

Mr. Frick. I think that is a suggestion well taken, Mr. Chairman, 
but I do want the committee to understand that even though the rule 
may be badly written, the intent of the rule was exactly as I have 
explained it. 

r. Keatrne. And there has never been a case where anyone has 
been declared ineligible except under the conditions you stated ? 

Mr. Frick. There has never been a case where anybody has been 
put on the ineligible list under circumstances such as outlined by the 
chairman. 

The Cuarrman. You may continue. 

Mr. Frick. There is now no rule barring prompt reinstatement 
of a player who jumps to an outside league. The policy of the com- 
missioner and the president of the national association is to permit 
ready reinstatement of restricted list and disqualified list players. 

Mr. Katine. It is not intended as an invitation to jump, it is? 

Mr. Fricx. We hope they don’t. I want to interpolate a minute and 
say that there are cases on record of players who have in recent years, 
since this thing was put in, who have jumped their contract and who 
have been reinstated. Immediately they came back without any 
question. There have been those cases, sir. 

Territorial rights, along with the reserve clause, are, in my opinion, 
the keystones of organized baseball. The present rules governing 
territorial rights are major league rule 1 and major league-national 
association rule 1 and sections 10.06-10.08 of the national association 
agreement. These rules and the baseball map as they existed in 1951 
are described in the 1952 report of this committee beginning at page 
189. Since that report of this committee was written, the major league 
rules and the baseball map have undergone substantial alteration and 
other changes appear to be in prospect. 

The Cuarrman. I noted the other day the phrase, “other changes 
appear to be in prospect.” Does your statement cover that? 

Mr. Frick. I read it in the newspaper, as I told you the other day. I 
cannot tell you. I do not know and I don’t think anybody does. But 
I think over the years there will be other changes, yes, sir. 
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To facilitate the expansion of existing major leagues into other terri- 
tory, Major League Rule 1 (c) was amended in December 1952 to per- 
mit one major league to locate in a city not presently in the major 
leagues without the consent of the other major league. The former 
rule required the consent of both leagues for the inclusion in a major 
league of a city not presently a major league city. Since that rule 
was so amended, the Boston National League Club moved to Mil- 
waukee (1953), the St. Louis American League Club moved to Balti- 
more (1954) and the Philadelphia American League Club moved to 
Kansas City (1955). All of these moves were from 2-club cities, with 
the result that major league ball was brought to 3 additional metro- 
politan areas, but each of the original major league cities continued 
to have a major league club. 

The Cuarrman. You may remember that during the 1951 hearings 
a number of our committee members agitated for some changes in 
that regard. The league cities had been fixed for very many years 
and the hope was expressed that changes would ensue. I am happy to 
note some changes have been made. 

Mr. Frick. I think I expressed the hope and belief that changes 
would be made. 

I submit, Mr. Chairman, they have been made. We are also in a 
peculiar situation because if you leave one to go to another, there is 
a lot of hard feelings. 

Mr. Keatina. They are carrying that pretty far when they move 
the Dodgers out of Brooklyn and the Giants out of New York. 
They are taking it a little too seriously. 

Mr. Frick. They are carrying it about as far as they can and stay in 
the United States, Mr. Keating, I would say. 

The Cuarrman. I remember the days when a lot of excitement was 
directed against us for having the temerity even to consider baseball 
in the light that we did. But, I think, in judging what ensued there- 
after, we were amply justified. 

Mr. Frick. I won’t take the fifth amendment plea on that, but I will 
take me a 

As the committee is aware, the National League has authorized 
transfer of its Brooklyn and New York clubs to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, respectively. If Los Angeles and San Francisco are to 
be included in the National League, notice of the intended moves must 
be made under Major League-National Association Rule 1 (a) between 
October 1 and October 31. 

The Cuatrman. Commissioner, I don’t want to belabor the point, 
but Mr. Williams, a very able, a forthright, courageous, and fair- 
minded sports writer, for the Scripps-Howard newspapers, had this to 
say yesterday : 





It so happens, however, we are familiar with much of the preparatory work. 
We are inclined to believe the hearings are going to do a great deal of guod. 

Meaning these hearings. 
In fact they may even prove to be the best thing that has ever happened to our 
pro sports. 

It is good to get this refreshing approval once in awhile. 

Mr. Frick. I am certainly sure that it will please the chairman. 

Mr. Keatina. There have been other sportswriters who have 
sounded a different note. 
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The Cuarmman. That is why I say it is refreshing to get that 
approval. 

r. Frick. The transfer of the franchise of a major league club 
presents many difficult problems. It usually involves the rights of 
several parties and the relocation of one or more minor league clubs. 
Experience has proven that these problems can only be solved by the 
cooperative efforts of all concerned. 

hortly after the conclusion of the hearings of this committee in 
1951, the major leagues and the national association made provision 
to establish an open classification of minor leagues for the purpose 
of enabling and facilitating the advancement of national association 
leagues to major leagues status. The Pacific Coast League became 
an Open Classification League and is the only league in that status. 

Major league rule 1 was amended in 1951 to provide procedure and 
requirements for changes of classification by a national association 
league to fo league status. This rule prescribes the procedure for 
change of classification and sets up standards of population, park 
capacity, attendance, schedule, minimum player salaries, players’ 
pension plan, etc. No application has yet been made for establishment 
of another major league, but it is my personal view that in the fore- 
seeable future a third major league will come into being. 

The Cuarrman. That is a sort of a change that I think has flowed 
from our hearings, has it not? We spoke about the probable need for 
more major leagues. De you remember that ? 

Mr. Frick. I remember that very well and I think you will recall 
upon my second appearance as Commissioner, I used that to answer 
Mr. Hillings, who was giving me a pretty rough time at the moment. 
I told him at that time we had had the meeting, which was my first 
official act as commissioner, that we had the meeting and set up that 
classification. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Commissioner, may I ask this question: I notice 
that you discuss the possibility of a new major league and a change in 
major league rule 1, but I don’t believe you discuss anywhere in your 
statement the possibility of admitting new clubs to the existing leagues. 
Has any consideration been given to that ? 

Mr. Frick. Again I can answer you as I did before, and as I said 
before in my statement, any transfer of league franchise is a very 
difficult thing and cannot be just undertaken and say, “well we are 
going to move,” and that is that. 

Later on in my statement you will find that I refer to that thing 
and I say that already I have set up a meeting with the president of the 
national association and the president of the higher classification clubs; 
Mr. O’Connor of the open classification; Mr. Dougherty of the Amer- 
ican Association; Mr. Shaughnessy of the International League; Mr. 
Hertz of the Southern Association; Mr. Butler of the Texas League— 
the higher classification leagues. 

That meeting has already been scheduled and the purpose of that 
meeting is to accomplish the very thing you are saying, to discuss and 
settle and work out a positive program for expansion, not only of 
major leagues, but of minor, lower or high classification of minor 
leagues that have outgrown their status. 

For instance, there are many cities in the United States who are 
perhaps in B ball today, who, because of growth in population and 
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influx of capital and business, could now well support an A club or 
double A club. 

The movement of major league clubs is a thing, sir, that attracts 
the headlines. In the life of baseball, that is only one facet. It is 
just as important that the small minor league town, as it grows, 
have the opportunity to advance as rapidly as they can support a 
new classification. 

Now those things are not simple. Such a program is not easy to 
work out, but the purpose of this meeting is to see whether or not 
preliminary steps at least can be taken for the working out of such 
a thing. I can only assure you that the commissioner is not content 
to drop the matter until we do work up something, if it takes all this 
winter and a long time. We are going into it, not to make a. show- 
ing, but because we believe baseball is now in an era of progress 
and it should not be permitted to halt. 

The Cuarrman. May I ask this question for information and not 
to indicate any viewpoint at all: Is it a fact that some of the major 
league clubs prevent certain minor leagues from blossoming forth into 
the 1 major league ? 

Mr. Frick. That, sir, cannot be done because of the rule change 
we made which any major league club—for instance, to illustrate 
a point, the New York Giants own Minneapolis. They are not so 
many owned clubs as there used to be, but in this instance the New 
York Giants own Minneapolis. If another major league club wanted 
to go into Minneapolis territory, they could say, “We are drafting 
your territory” and the Giants couldn't stop them. “We are drafting 
that territory for a major league club.” 

Now the only recourse the Giants would have in that, I guess, 
would be to say, “Well, I will beat you to it; I am taking my major 
league club out there,” but once they have given notice of the draft, 
I don’t think you could even do that. 

Now that is what will happen. I can illustrate it this way: This 
is the procedure that would happen if, and I say “if” advisedly, if 
the New York Giants were to move to San Francisco: The San Fran- 
cisco club is owned by the Boston Red Sox, but the Boston Red Sox 
sannot block the movement of a major league club to San Francisco. 
They simply come in and say “We are drafting that territory.” 

Mr. Keatine. Except by the Boston club moving out? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Keatine. That might be better than having the Giants move. 

Mr. Frick. Well, I imagine the Congressman who was here testify- 
ing just ahead of me might take issue with you on that, Mr. Keating. 

Mr. Kratine. Yes, I suppose so. 

Mr. Frick. The logjam, and this is the point I am trying to make, 
the logjam which prevailed in the major league status for many 
years has been broken and I predict that a good many changes are 
in the offing. The amended rules will facilitate such changes. 

Realinement of leagues and territories is not an easy or painless 
process. It has been given a great deal of study. The president of 
the national association and the commissioner have sc heduled a meet- 
ing with presidents of the higher classification national association 
leagues, as I have just stated, to develop a constructive long-term pro- 
gram in that direction. 
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If the purpose and effect of legislation subjecting baseball to the 
antitrust laws would be to make SC iedite territorial rules illegal, a 
very chaotic and uncertain condition would follow. The present 
rules provide for an orderly process for including a national associa- 
tion city in a major league. The rules provide for agreed compen- 
sation or, failing that, for arbitration to duteinine what is reasonable 
compensation to the displaced club and its league. In the absence of 
these territorial rules, clubs presumably could relocate at will and 
without notice or compensation to other clubs and leagues. Under 
those conditions, I question whether responsible persons would be 
willing to invest in unprotected clubs in either major league or na- 
tional association cities. I am also apprehensive that, under those 
conditions, baseball would not be sufficiently well organized to finance 
and operate the players’ pension plan. 

Mr. Kearrne. Let me interrupt. That means if the Giants move 
to San Francisco, they would have, if they couldn’t agree, they 
would have to have arbitration over the loss incurred by the present 
San Francisco club and the Pacific Coast League ? 

Mr. Frick. And the Pacific Coast League; yes. There are two 
parties of interest; the San Francisco club, which is put out of busi- 
ness as far as the Coast League club is concerned, and the league in 
which it isa party. In this instance, it is the Pacific Coast League. 

Mr. Keratrne. Do you have to settle with both of them? 

Mr. Frick. They have to arbitrate. They have to settle with both 
of them. 

Now, the three moves we have had so far, Mr. Keating, have been 
accomplished without arbitration, by common agreement between the 
clubs, without arbitration. But in a case where they cannot agree, 
there is provision that a board of arbitration be appointed and it is 
spelled out in our rules. Unless you want me to go into that, there 
is no need to go into the details. But there is a provision for a board 
of arbitration that determines damages and payments and the actual 
change. 

The major league club does not get its territory until all of those 
conditions have been complied with. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, when you say they have to make 
compensatory arrangements with the Pacific League, that means every 
club in that league? 

Mr. Frick. No; not as individual clubs, Mr. Chairman. It doesn’t 
work that way. For instance, let me explain what. was done in some 
of them without arbitration, and that is what would probably follow 
in arbitration. For instance, when the Boston Club went to Mil- 
waukee—in that instance Mr. Perini owned the Milwaukee Club, so 
that didn’t come in. That was his own propery, but he did sit down 
with the American Association and did two things: He said in order 
to keep from disrupting your league, I will take the present Milwaukee 
Club and establish it in another city and guarantee its operation as a 
member of your league. That gave them their league operation. 

Then, in turn, he paid compensation to the league based, in this 
instance, on the figures of the attendance that Milwaukee had drawn 
in the American Association, as compared to Toledo, which is the town 
he moved to. 

The CuarrMan. But wasn’t damage done to other members of the 
American Association ? 
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Mr. Frick. Well, that is a moot question. If they get another town, 
it probably mitigates the damages, if they get an equally good town, 
but the damage was not approached on that basis. 

For instance, if there are 8 clubs in there and suppose the damages 
are $80,000, Now that, of course, means $10,000 a club. 

The CuarrMan. Let’s assume that the Giants go to San Francisco 
and Brooklyn goes to Los Angeles. That would mean that two im- 
portant clubs of the Pacific League would become part and parcel of 
the National League. Wouldn’t that have a disastrous effect upon the 
Pacific League ? 

Mr. Keatinc. It would break it up. 

The CnarrMan. Would that Hired it up? 

Mr. Frick. It might or it might not. It would destroy certain 
segments. 

Now the question you have to approach is are there other cities. 

The CuarrMan. Wouldn’t that hike the effect of setting back or 
retarding the possibility of a third major league; namely, the Pacific 
League? 

Mr. Frick. No; I don’t think that. I think it would preclude the 
possibility of the Pacific Coast League coming in as an entirety as a 
third major league, but the Pacific Coast League has shown no inclina- 
tion to do that. 

If I understand your question, Mr. Chairman, I do not feel that the 
movement of these major league franchises, if they move, either in- 
creases or retards the possibility of a third major league. 

The CuarrMan. What would take the place of those two large cities 
in the Pacific League ? 

Mr. Frick. I suppose that question has been asked and asked every 
time a franchise is changed. I do not know the answer to that. In 
the case of Milwaukee, the American Association gave up Milwaukee 
and they obtained Toledo. They gave up Kansas City and they ob- 
tained Denver. The International gave up Baltimore and moved into 
Miami, which was now ready for triple A, and I think in each instance 
those things have worked out. 

The Cuamman. You think, therefore, there might be two cities on 
the west coast that would replace San Francisco and Los Angeles in 
the Pacific Coast League? 

Mr. Frick. I think so. I would certainly hope that would be 
worked out. I don’t know what the cities are. 

Mr. Keratinc. Except for those two cities are all the rest losing 
money ¢ 

Mr. Frick. No; I don’t think so. I don’t think Seattle has been 
losing much money. Iam not sureofthat, Mr. Keating. The financial 
reports are there. 

Mr. McCuniocu. Mr. Chairman, while you are on that subject, I 
would like to ask the commissioner a question. 

You and my colleague, Mr. Keating, have been talking about the 
Brooklyn Club and the New York Giants. Now down there in south- 
west Ohio we have heard some rumors that Cincinnati was going to 
be moved to the west coast. That would only complicate the problem 
and I would like to say this, Mr. Chairman; while this probably has 
no bearing on this hearing, the people would be very unhappy in that 
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territory down there, which includes a part of 3, if not 4 States, if 
the Cincinnati franchise would go to the west coast. 

By the way, what about that movement ? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. McCulloch, I have not the slightest idea and I am 
sure that Cincinnati has never spoken to the National League about 
moving or anything of that sort. You just put your finger on a thing 
that bothers me in an expansion program. Let me go on record here 
as commissioner, with nothing to do with my colleagues—just my 

ersonal feelings—that while we have moved franchises, that, to me, 
is not the answer; we are just moving a franchise from here to there 
and it has been a good thing, so long as we leave baseball remaining 
in the town, but I am afraid you put your finger on something. When 
the time comes and you move out of a one club town and leave that 
town without any baseball, you have a little different situation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Commissioner, you are elected by the 16 owners 
of the American and National League teams; aren’t you? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. The Pacific League has nothing to do with your 
election ¢ 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. 

The CHarrman. Of course I don’t want to pursue this too far, but is 
there a tendency because the commissioner is elected by the leagues to 
favor the big leagues as against the minor leagues—the A leagues, 
Double A leagues, vand so forth? 

You don’t have to answer if you don’t wish. 

Mr. Frick. I would just as soon answer. I think the record would 
speak for itself in any decisions made by the commissioner’s office. I 
think if you ask Mr. Trautman that question it will save me some 
embarrassment. 

The Cuarrman. You have to protect those teams. 

Mr. Frick. That is right and there is absolutely no discrimination 
in the commissioner’s office between major and minor leagues at all. 
As a matter of fact, the commissioner’s authority in the minor league 
is very limited. It is applicable only to conduct detrimental to base- 
ball. His office is recognized on that basis and he has the authority to 
step in in case of conduct detrimental to baseball, but the affairs of the 
national association are handled, and most capably handled, by a 
gentleman whose authority in the national association is quite com- 
parable to the authority of the commissioner in the majors. In case 
there is question, the rules provide for an executive committee com- 
posed of both major league and minor league representatives, with 
both the commissioner and the president of the national association 
on the committee. So if anybody feels they are being discriminated 
against, they can call a meeting of the committee. 

Mr. Miuuer. May I ask a question at this point? 

The Cuarmman. Yes, Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Miter. I suppose, Mr. Commissioner, representatives of these 
minor leagues will be here and testify, will they not? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. I would think so. 

Mr. Mituer. I am sure they probably can answer the chairman 
best on that particular point, 

Mr. Frick. With less embarrassment to me, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. To get back specifically to the question of displace- 
ment of either Los Angeles or San Francisco, or both, why wouldn't 
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the other teams of the Pacific League be entitled to some compensa- 
tion’ Wouldn’t they be damaged in some way? 

Mr. Frick. I think, sir, the answer to that is that there is compen- 
sation there, but it is concluded as a league. Now that compensation 
would certainly be much higher if all of the league is going out of 
business. It would be less if the league can continue. The easy way 
to arbitrate is to arbitrate through a central representative. 

Now whatever the money is, it is property of the league and the 
money in the league offices is the property of 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 clubs in 
that league, so that actually it is a compensation of the individual 
clubs. 

The Cuairman. I follow you. In other words, the compensation 
goes to the league and the league would then parcel the compensation 
out among its constituent members. 

Mr. Keatine. Now, Mr. Commissioner, in the light of Mr. Mc- 
Culloch’s interest in Cincinnati, and my interest in the Dodgers in 
Brooklyn, why can’t we arrange not to move any of the teams mem- 
bers of this committee are interested in ? 

Mr. Frick. Well, your committee put quite a lot of pressure on us 
to move and we moved. 

Mr. Keattna. You have just gone too far. 

Mr. McCutiocn. Mr. Chairman, you know it appears that this 
desire to move or not to move a baseball franchise is a good deal like 
the committee move over in the House. When we are voting, we are 
for economy as long as it doesn’t adversely affect our district. 

Mr. Frick. I think the analogy is perfect. I call attention that 
you said that, Mr. Congressman, not I, but I agree with you. 

The Cuarrman. Go ahead. 

Mr. Frick. The stability of organized baseball is dependent in a 
great degree on its territorial rights and rules. The present rules 
permit orderly expansion and realinement of clubs and leagues. The 
whole structure of organized baseball, with its climax of the world 
series, would, in my view, be imperiled if legislation is enacted which 
destroys or limits territorial rights. The likely result will not be 
expansion of major league baseball but fragmentation of all organized 
baseball. 

The organization and rules of organized baseball have been evolved 
over the years out of the experience of men who have lived with the 
game continuously. They are not the product of any individual or 
any group, nor do they arise from purely selfish motives. The changes 
which have been made from time to time during my acquaintance 
with the game have been primarily designed to insure fair and 
honest competition, to preserve public confidence in baseball’s honesty 
and integrity, and to improve player-club relations. Since the hear- 
ings before this committee in 1951, a number of rules and agreements 
have been adopted regarding player-club relations. 

Under agreements between major league player representatives and 
club representatives adopted in 1954, the Major League Agreement was 
amended so as to provide that the player representative of each league 
shall be entitled to attend all meetings of the executive council at 
which matters concerning the standard form of players contract, or 
its provisions or regulations, or the players’ pension plan are acted 
upon, and each player representative shall have the right to vote on 
such matters. Under the same agreement, the major league clubs 
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meet with the player representatives once a year to discuss any matters 
of mutual interest between the clubs and the players. Arrangements 
have been made for meetings of the 16 player representatives 4 times a 
year. 

These agreements are set forth as exhibits to the booklet describing 
the major league baseball players’ benefit plan. This booklet is in the 
process of being printed and as soon as it is ready, I would like to 
present a copy of it for the record here. A copy of the players’ pension 
plan in its 1951 form was included in the record of this committee’s 
1951 proceedings. 

The CuatrrmMan. You may submit any documents you care to, Com- 
missioner, and they will be accepted. 

Mr. Frick. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

(The Major League Baseball Players’ Benefit Plan booklet is at 
pp. 219-294.) 

Mr. Frick. Under the 1954 agreements between club and player 
representatives, a pension committee was created with power to pro- 
pose amendments to the pension plan and the major league clubs agreed 
that, during the 5 years 1957 to 1961, inclusive, they would allocate 
60 percent of the proceeds of the sale of radio and television broad- 
‘asting rights to world series and all-star games and 60 percent of 
the net gate receipts of the all-star game to a pension fund to finance 
the pension plan during that period. Pursuant to that arrangement, 
an amended pension plan has been adopted, effective April 1, 1957, 
with the approval of clubs and players. The plan, as amended, pro- 
vides for greatly increased benefits and coverage and is the most gen- 
erous of any employees’ pension plan in the country. Its establishment 
is an outstanding example of player-club cooperation. 

Mr. Stneman. The chairman of the committee has received a letter, 
Mr. Frick, asking some questions about the coverage of the pension 
plan that was thought might well be posed to you. 

The chief question is, Why doesn’t the pension plan that you have 
just described apply to fulltime baseball scouts ? 

Mr. Frick. There are probably two answers to that. The chances 
are that our scouts, many of them, are already in the pension plan 
because a great many of our scouts were former players. 

Your clubs—most of your clubs—have individual pension plans for 
their employees, other than players, and they are included in the club 
plans. 

The CuatrmMan. We will put that letter in the record. 

(The letter is as follows :) 

CLEVELAND, Onto, June 11, 1957. 
Mr, EMANUEL CELLER, 


House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: I am the wife of the late Eddie Krajnik who for 12 years scouted 
for the “Phillies” in the National League. 

The reason for my writing is this: Why isn’t there a pension plan for the 
full time baseball scouts, as there is for the players, coaches, trainers etc.? 
If it wasn’t for the baseball scouts, there wouldn’t be very many ballplayers. 
The scout does all the hard work, traveling all hours, staying up nights, eating 
whenever he gets a chance, just so he can get that certain ballplayer. Believe 
me, I’m talking from experience. For over 14 years my deceased husband gave 
everything to scouting, and it wasn’t much of a life for us (his family). 

Please bring this up before the board—I myself can’t gain anything now, but 
please help the many full time scouts who have families; why can’t they have 
some protection or security for the future? My husband often used to talk 
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about a pension for scouts, but now that he is gone, I’m continuing where he 
left off. It would help me and my family a lot, if I would be drawing a certain 
sum monthly. 

At least on June 17, you would do the rest of the full time baseball scouts 
a tremedous favor if you would bring this to a personal discussion. 

Thanking you in advance, and trusting you might do something for the base- 
ball scouts along these lines, to include them in the pension plan, same as the 
ballplayers, coaches, ete. 

Would appreciate hearing from you after the meeting, as to the results to 
my question. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Eppre KRAJNIK. 

P. 8. Enclosed is an article about my late husband. 


PLucky Ep KRAJNIK Gors Down PRAYING 


BASEBALL LOSES A “GOOD SCOUT” 


Kiddie Krajnik, regarded by baseball men everywhere as a “good scout” in 
every sense of the phrase, was buried Tuesday in Calvary after solemn reauiem 
Mass in St. Benedict Church. 

The veteran and valiant Midwest scout for the Philadelphia Phillies died at 
51 on Holy Saturday morning in Highland View Hospital, nearly a year after he 
was stricken by fibrosis of the lung. 

On the critical list since last May 5, Krajnik lived constantly on oxygen—and 
prayer. He received communion on Holy Thursday and was anointed on Good 
Friday, after he calmly told his wife: 

“IT am going to die * * * please call a priest.” 

Fellow members of Jednota (First Catholic Slovak Union) were pallbearers 
at the requiem Mass. Fellow members of the Moses Cleaveland General As- 
sembly (Fourth Degree) of the Knights of Columbus were honorary pallbearers. 
Many baseball veterans from both amateur and professional ranks were among 
his mourners. 

Five months ago, they and scores of others in all walks of life contributed to 
the Eddie Krajnik fund, organized by friends to help pay his mounting medical 


expenses. 
Under the chairmanship of Harry Cray (president of the Cleveland Umpires 
Association), the drive amazed even the sponsors, netting $2,500. The modest 


goal was originally announced as $500. 

He served 14 years as the Phillies’ Midwest scout, signing such stars as 
Pitcher Robin Roberts, Outfielder Richie Ashburn, and Catcher Stan Lopata. 

In earlier years, he was a player, coach, and manager in sandlot baseball 
here, piloting several champion class A teams. He also had served briefly as 
a scout for the Cleveland Indians and Detroit Tigers, and even found time to 
be a Little League baseball chairman in St. Cecilia Parish. 

Twenty years ago, he managed the Welsh (W. Va.) Miners in the semipro 
Mountain States League. 

Only a year or two before that, suffering form a severe case of tuberculosis, 
Krajnik was given only “2 weeks to live’ by his doctors. He credited his 
recovery to the intercession of the Blessed Mother, and named his only son 
after her—Richard Mary. 

Besides his son and his wife, Georgine, Krajnik also leaves a sister, Mrs. 
Florence Kovats, Moundsville, Ohio. 

The CHarrMan. You may continue. 

Mr. Frick. Under the amended plan, a player with 10 years of 
credited service may obtain a life pension beginning at age 50 of $175 
per month, or a pension of $350 if he chooses to postpone his benefits 
until age 65. <A player with 20 years of service will be entitled to a 
pension of $375 per month at age 50, or $550 at age 65. In addition, 
provision is made for widows’ benefits, for hospitalization, and major 
medical benefits and for disability benefits of $250 per month pay- 
able for life or until recovery. The plan has many other features 
which I need not go into here. 

The financing of this plan for the next 5 years is provided for by 
a contract which I entered into as commissioner with National Broad- 
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casting Co. and the Gillette Co. for the sale of world series and all-star 
game radio and television rights for $3,250,000 per year. Of that 
sum, 60 percent, or $1,950,000, is to be allocated to the pension plan, 
together with 60 percent of the all-star game gate receipts. The 
players, individually, will also contribute to the plan. It is esti- 
mated that more than $2 million per year will be paid to provide the 
various pension benefits to major Saeas players. 

Mr. McCuuiocu. Mr. Chairman, I would like to interrupt the 
commissioner there. 

Do these pensions benefits depend upon the earnings during the 
time the player was playing? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. His salary—if he is a $6,000 player or $7,000 
player, he gets absolutely the same pension benefits as an $80,000 
player. 

Mr. McCuutocu. What percentage of a player’s salary is con- 
tributed to the fund ¢ 

Mr. Frick. I think, sir, they contribute, and I may be 50 cents 
out of the way on it, but to be safe I would say $2 a day for playing 
days. For 154 days at $2, that would be about $400—$300. 

There is a provision in there, Mr. McCulloch, so it will be crystal 
clear, that players, if they wish, can increase their pension in accord- 
ance with their salary. I mean they can buy more, but the basic 
provision covers all players. 

Mr. Mituer. Is there a minimum time a man must play in order to 
be eligible for the pension plan ¢ 

Mr. Frick. He is eligible so far as insurance benefits, hospitaliza- 
tion, and widow’s pension and all that, when he goes into the major 
league. Now he has to have 5 years of service before he is vested in 
the pension plan. 

Mr. Keatrne. He is just like a Congressman. We have to be here 
5 years. 

Mr. Frick. In 1953 the major league rules were amended to pro- 
vide that major league players with 8 years of major league experience 
cannot be assigned to clubs of lower classification without their written 
consent. This reduced the former 10 year veteran rule to 8 years. 

At the players’ request, the major leagues adopted a provision in 
1954 advancing the date for tendering major league players contracts 
from February 1 to January 15. 

The regulations in the player’s contract were amended in 1955 to 
make it mandatory for a club to provide a medical examination of each 
player at least once each year at the club’s expense. At the same 
time, Major League Rule 9 (a) was amended to provide for payment 
of $300 to compensate players for loss on leases where their contracts 
are assigned between March 15 and the opening date of the season. 

Since the 1951 hearings, the major league player minimum salary 
has been increased from $5,000 to $6,000. The average salary in the 
same period has increased from $12,000 to approximately $15,000. 

The Cuarrman. Commissioner, those are major league salaries. 
Have you put into the record some information concerning minor 
league salaries ¢ 

Mr. Frick. I cannot because I do not have it, Mr. Chairman. Mr. 
Trautman can put it in and I rather think he has. 
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Mr. Keatine. Mr. Commissioner, the chairman and I have to leave 
in a few minutes to attend a Rules Committee hearing, and I believe 
the plan is to continue with you so you won’t be held here unduly. 
I notice in your statement that you deal with the bill I introduced. 
I want to. ask you a question or two about it. 

While I can understand organized baseball would prefer the Harris 
bill that completely exempts professional team sports from the anti- 
trust laws, don’t you recognize that there are activities in baseball 
which are in the same category as an ordinary business such as selling 
popcorn and peanuts? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Keating, may I explain that again by outlining 
baseball’s stand and then I will be glad to answer your question. 

We feel that we are not asking anything that we don’t have. Now, 
baseball has been, for 35 years, supposedly not subject to the antitrust 
laws. During that 35 years we have conducted ourselves, I think, in 
perfect order. We have had no suits, particularly; we have not 
chased cops; we have not thumbed our nose at Congress; we have not 
done anything we should not do. We feel we have lived pretty well 
without being under the antitrust laws, and we have built our business 
up that way. 

Now the question here, it seems to me, is not that the mandate of 
the Supreme Court is not to put us in a relationship where we are not 
in now—we have done nothing to change that situation—rather, the 
question is to study the other sports who are not and see if they are 
not entitled to the same thing we are. 

Mr. Keatine. You will recognize the Court leaves that very much 
up in the air. Don’t you think that if you went back there with a 
deal under which all of the various teams had gotten together and 
agreed to raise the price of a bag of peanuts a quarter, the Supreme 
Court would hold that such activity was subject to antitrust laws? 

Mr. Frick. I would hope, Mr. Keating, this: We, of course, like 
the way we are. I think you understand that. However, I think of 
these hypothetical questions that counsel asked the other day about, 
“Gee, if you are under interstate commerce, what about all these ter- 
rible things that might happen.” It seems to me that, even as we 
are now, there is complete protection for the public because Congress 
at any time can throw us under the law. 

Mr. Keatine. We are considering this now and all other sports 
have been held to be subject to the antitrust laws. Now, is there any 
difference in a bunch of football clubs getting together and agreeing 
to raise the price of peanuts from the baseball clubs doing it ? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think there is any difference there at all, sir; 
no. 

Mr. KeatincG. Now, explain why ordinary commercial activities en- 
gaged in by baseball clubs, apart from playing the game, should be 
exempt in the case of organized baseball, but not exempt in the case 
of other business enterprises. 

Mr. Frick. That is a question, sir, that I would guess would have 
legal involvements, and I cannot answer. I am not arguing that there 
is anything holier than thou about baseball. I say that we have been 
established through the years—not that we are not a business; we are 
a business, but the courts have found, and this committee found in 
their hearings, that we are a unique business and that to apply to our 
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business, in its operations, the standard of ordinary commercial busi- 
ness would probably be damaging because of our partnership and com- 
petition relationship. 

Mr. Keartine. At the risk of not being objective, I have made my 
position very clear. I don’t expect it to be changed by these hearings. 
However, I have an open mind in that regard—a very small opening. 
While I believe the sporting aspects of these sports should not be 
brought under the antitrust, laws, I cannot, however, understand any 
reason why the activities that baseball clubs engage in, which are the 

same as the A. & P. grocery or some other ordinary business concern, 
shouldn’t be under the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Keating, the only thing that bothers me in that, 
and I am trying to be completely objective and honest, but the one 
thing that bothers me is the eventual determination of what is white 
and what is black: which is fish and which is fowl. The way the bill 
is written, I wonder. I am frightened that that sort of legislation 
would, perhaps, lead us into a flow of litigation. 

Mr. Keattxc. W ell, I would be glad to have your counsel indicate 
additional exemptions that should not be under the antitrust laws. 
We might also consider wording the bill that the following things are 
under the antitrust laws and the rest is exempt. 

Mr. Frick. As the testimony of Congressman Harris—was it not 
Congressman Harris who was here the other day ? 

The Cuamman. We questioned him along those lines, Commis- 
sioner. I would like to say, Commissioner, there is no discourtesy 
meant by our leaving. We will not be able to be back this morning. 
After we adjourn this morning, we will resume at 2:30 this after- 
noon. The meeting will go on, and Mr. Rodino will occupy the chair. 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry you are not here for the next 
paragraph in this thing, but I hope you will read it very carefully, 
because it is close to something you are interested in. 

Mr. Keatrxc. We will read all this, because your testimony is very 
important to us, Mr. Commissioner. 

The Cuatrman. We have to be in five rings of the circus and it is 
pretty hard sometimes. 

Mr. Roprno (presiding). You may proceed. 

Mr. Frick. One of the subjects which I regard as very important 
and which was discusssed in the 1951 hearings is whether baseball 
rules permit a player to advance and play in the highest classification 
which his skill merits. Baseball, whether or not subject to the anti- 
trust laws, must and does accept the challenge and responsibility of 
making sure that the controls granted by the reserve clause are not 
abused. This means that baseball rules should give players reasonable 
opportunities to advance as their ability warrants. For that purpose, 
baseball has evolved its draft and waiver rules. The draft rule gives 
a club of higher classification the right to select at the end of the 
season the contract of a player in a lower classification. The waiver 
rule provides that a major-league player, for instance, cannot be sent 
to a club or league of a lower classification unless waivers have first 
been obtained from all 15 other major-league clubs. This waiver rule 
applies on down the line in the national ‘association leagues and has 
the purpose of permitting the player to remain in the higher classifica- 
tion so long as his ability is such as to make him in demand there. 
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These rules, coupled with the never-ceasing demand for skilled 
players, have, in general, served their purpose. But they are not 
perfect, and baseball has an awareness of that fact. 

Criticisms have been made, both within and without baseball, that 
the existing rules permit major-league clubs to retain players in the 
minor leagues longer than their abilities justify. Factually, I would 
argue that point, but, as long as the opportunity is there, it will be 
questioned. To eliminate opportunity for unfairness in that direction, 
I have recommended to the major-league executive council, and the 
council is recommending to the major leagues, that the draft rule be 
amended to provide that any player who has been in the minor leagues 
for 4 years shall thereafter be subject to unrestricted draft by major- 
league clubs each year he remains in or returns to the minor league. 
By “unrestricted draft” I mean that any number of such 4-year 
players could be drafted by a major-league club from a minor-league 
club, provided, of course, the major-league clubs selecting the players 
have room for them on their rosters of 40. "To protect minor-league 
clubs, such an amendment should be accompanied by equitable adjust- 
ment of the draft prices. 

Mr. Stneman. May I ask this, Mr. Commissioner: This change 
would not affect a player on option from a major-league club who has 
been playing with a minor-league club for 4 years; is that correct? 

Mr. Frick. That is correct, because your optional agreement player 
is, to all intents and purposes, a major-league player. He signs a 
major-league contract, gets a major-league salary. His salary is 
guaranteed to him while down in the minors for an additional condi- 
tioning, but your optional players are limited to 15, and beyond that 
you can’t go. 

Mr. Stneman. Then, for the record, may I ask this: The only dif- 
ference, then, between your proposal and the draft as it is today is 
that under the present draft only one player may be drafted from 
each minor league club each year regardless of how many years any 
player on this club has been in the minor leagues. However, under 
your proposal, any number of 4-year men may be drafted from any 
minor league club, provided the player is not under an optional 
agreement with a major league club; is that right? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. It opens the whole market for advance- 
ment of players. Asa matter of fact, it is my personal answer to the 
Congressman who talked about changing the reserve clause to 4 years, 
but this does the same thing and keeps our structure intact. 

I hope and have reason to believe that this proposed change (which 
must also be submitted to the national association for approval) will 
receive favorable consideration at the next legislative meeting of the 
major league in December. 

Other problems which were discussed at the 1951 hearings, such 
as the minor leagues and the farm system are still with us. Mr. 
Trautman, president of the national association, will bring you up 
to date on the situation of the minor leagues which are now called 
national association leagues. Those leagues and clubs have dimin- 
ished in number and many are having difficult financial problems. 
The major leagues are seeking to assist by a $500,000 fund from which 
grants are being made to needy clubs. 

- Baseball is continuing to grapple with all these problems. Some 
of them may not be subject to perfect solution. I feel strongly, how- 
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ever, that the subjection of baseball to the antitrust laws will not 
solve a sizable number of them, but will add many new and difficult 
problems. 

For all the reasons which I have stated, it is my opinion that the 
enactment of the Celler bill or the first Hillings bill would not be in 
the interest of the public, the players, or the clubs. 

The other bills before this committee would exempt some of the 
activities of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey from the anti- 
trust laws. I would like to make it clear that I am not undertakin 
to speak for any sport except baseball. At the same time, I woul 
say: 

I have complete sympathy with the desire of these other organized 
team sports to be exempt from the antitrust laws. 

I believe that other organized team sports are entitled to the same 
treatment as baseball if the have similar problems and are conducted 
in a similar manner as baseball. 

in my opinion, organized team sports are not the kind of business 
which can survive if regulated under the concepts of commercial 
competition and monopoly which are the basis of antitrust laws. On 
the other hand, to permit self-regulation of such team sports outside 
the antitrust laws will not adversely affect the public interest or the 
national economy. 

As I understand it, this committee at these hearings will examine 
the structure and practices of these other team sports to determine 
whether they need and are entitled to exemption from the antitrust 
laws. I do not feel qualified and do not undertake to comment on or 
discuss the problem of sports other than baseball. 

If the committee should determine to recommend legislation exempt- 
ing other team sports from the antitrust laws, it would be my hope 
that such legislation would not diminish the scope of the exempt status 
which baseball has occupied during the past 35 years. The Supreme 
Court has held “that the business of providing public baseball games 
for profit between clubs of professional baseball players” is not within 
the scope of the Federal antitrust laws. Naturally baseball would not 
favor legislation which diluted this position and does not believe such 
legislation is necessary or desirable. 

If baseball is to be included in legislation exempting other sports, I 
would hope that it would be under a bill which would declare that the 
businesses of such professional sports are not within the scope of the 
antitrust laws. It would seem that the Harris bill (H. R. 5307) in 
effect does this, and accordingly, if legislation as to baseball is deemed 
necessary, the Harris bill would be, of course, preferred by organized 
baseball. 

The Keating and Byrnes bills (H. R. 6876 and 6877) affirmatively 
provide that the antitrust laws shall apply to baseball, football, basket- 
ball, and hockey except as to playing rules, organization of leagues, 
territorial rights and employment of players. I recognize the construc- 
tive purpose of these bills. The stated exemptions cover activities 
which are peculiarly important to baseball and, I assume, to other 
organized team sports. However, counsel advise me that the declara- 
tion in such a statute that baseball is subject to the antitrust laws may 
well lead to burdensome litigation to determine which baseball activi- 
ties are within or without the exempted categories. Baseball has 
had a great deal of protracted and expensive litigation during the 
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past decade and it would certainly prefer to maintain its position 
under the Toolson decision. 

Mr. Roprno. Mr. Commissioner, when you say that you would hope 
for a bill which would declare that the businesses of such professional 
sports are not within the scope of the antitrust laws, under the term 
“businesses,” do you envisage television and radio contracts and other 
associated activities ¢ 

Mr. Frick. As I remarked the other day in my statement, before 
the recess, one of the most serious problems baseball faces today i is the 
impact of television and radio upon our minor league structure. 

Now as you gentlemen are aware, baseball has conducted itself on 
the question of television and radio broadcasting just as if we were 
under the antitrust laws. We have cooperated with the Department 
of Justice; we have cooperated with all of these people and have leaned 
over backward to make sure that we were within the rules. We think 
there is a serious question as to whether we are under this broad exemp- 
tion, but lacking ruling, we have done that. The result has been that 
more and more our minor league situation has become chaotic because 
we have been unable to pass any sort of agreement, however reason- 
able, that we thought would cure that situation. 

That problem ‘s still with us, Mr. pyran and it is a very serious 

roblem. It is pretty tough to sit back and watch minor league organ- 
izations fall apart because unlimited major league broadcasts and 
telecasts are coming into that territory to a point of saturation. 

I am glad to bring this to you. We have not asked for any legisla- 
tion; we would ac cept it; we would be very happy to accept it, but 
in your deliberations, § gentlemen, I would ask you, without arguing 
antitrust laws—this is ¢ your deliberations, when you ‘make 
a report, if the committee sould come up with some suggestion that 
would enable us legally to restrict radio and television to this extent, 
that no major league games will go into a minor league town on the 
day in which that team is playing a ball game, you would have done a 
greater service to baseball than most anything else you can do. I 
don’t know how you are going to do it, but you brought the question 
up and if you can arrange th: at one for us, then these hearings will be 
worth while. 

Mr. McCvutiocu. Mr. Chairman, could I ask the commissioner one 
question? May we, then, conclude from what you have said that, if 
there would be unrestricted or uncoordinated use of television or radio, 
that type of use could conceivably destroy baseball both at the major 
and minor level ? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t want to be an alarmist to that extent, Mr. 
McCulloch, but it certainly creates a terrific problem. I used this 
illustration the other day on this stand, that, in the city of Atlanta, 
Ga., there are 5 major-league broadeasts coming into that town every 
day, and on Saturday afternoon there are 2 telecasts of major- -league 
baseball. Now we can’t, by any rules—we are not permitted, and 
particularly if this business is under antitrust, we are not permitted to 
pass a rule so simple as one to say no major-league games will go 
in a minor-league town the day they are playing at home. 

What is denied there? That is not denying radio and television to the 
minor leagues. Out of 154 ball games, they play 77 at home. That 
means 77 days out of the season major-league games can go into that 
minor-league town. It means on the other days the home club ean use 
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the air to broadeast their own games. So you are not denying the 
public their radio and television in that instance. 

Mr. McCutxocu, Is it correct for us to conclude that you have done 
nothing in this field that. is essentially different than has been done, 
for instance, by the Big Ten Football Association ? 

Mr. Frick. I am not familiar with that, Mr. McCulloch. Our 
problem is a little different than the football situation, whether the 
Big Ten or professional football, because they have one league and 
there is a question of protecting their own territory. Ours is not that. 
Ours is a protecting of our young, so tospeak. We want to protect the 
minor league because without the minor league there can be no major 
league, and that is why at one time we had a rule such as that called 
the old 1 (d), that provided that we would not carry a major league 
ball game in a minor-league town on a day a game was being played. 

The Department of Justice has raised the question with us, and at 
their instigation—counsel, I guess, would say at their instruction— 
we amended 1 (d) to provide that we wouldn’t go into a minor-league 
town during the hours that a game was being played there. 

Then, again, the Department of Justice came along and said that 
is in violation, also; eliminate 1 (d) or you will be subject to suit 
by the Government for violation. So we eliminated 1 (d). Now that 
was about 5 years ago, and I submit to you that, since that was elim- 
inated, the fatality among the minor leagues, both leagues and clubs, 
has been increasingly great. 

Now, not all of it is due tothat. The impact of television as enter- 

tainment is bad for the minor leagues. We are not fighting television; 
we just wish, as long as you are asking us what you can do for us com- 
missioner and leaving out all legality, believe me, if you can find 
an answer to that one, I am very happy to throw it in the hopper for 
you. 
“ Mr. Roprno. You really have a problem. Of course, sometimes the 
profit incentive is so great that we could have such unrestricted tele- 
vision usage that you will just get yourself a vast television audience 
and then eliminate the spectator audience at the game. 

Mr. Frick. This is entirely possible. 

Mr. Roprno. And then actually destroy the spirit of competition 
that should exist because it would seem to me that your players 
might react differently when they play before a live audience, rather 
than playing before someone they don’t see. 

Mr. Frick. You see, your major-league club is not in a bad position. 
It can determine whether they will broadcast or telecast an individual 
club. It can sell that broadcast for certain moneys and they are in 
a position to determine whether or not the money they make from the 
television or radio compensates for loss at the gate, but your poor 
minor-league club has no compensation whatsoever and this thing 
suddenly comes in and he finds himself in terrific financial straits. 

Mr. McCutxocu. Do you now have in effect any rules or regulations 
with respect to radio broadcasting or televising baseball games be- 
tween major leagues in one city such as greater New York and Chicago? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. McCulloch, I can’t answer that because the com- 
missioner doesn’t—you see, since we got in trouble with the Department 
of Justice, the commissioner doesn’t see any radio contracts. It is 
strictly an individual contract. I am sure counsel will have copies 
of those contracts, but I can’t tell you. 
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Mr. Stneman. We have those. 

Mr. Harkins. When did you have the conversation with the De- 
partment of Justice you have described ? 

Mr. Frick. That was over a period of years. I would guess the 
first one was around 1949 and continuing through 1951. 

Mr. Harrys. Have you had any since 1953 ? 

Mr. Frick. Well, every time I see anybody from the Department 
of Justice who will listen to me, I have a conversation with them. 

Mr. Harxrns. Have you, specifically since 1953, submitted the 
question of the propriety of the restricting of major-league telecasts 
in minor-league territories ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Harkins. What was the reaction of the Department of Justice 
to that ? 

Mr. Frick. The Department of Justice reaction was that if you 
do that or make any sort of a rule, we will sue—we will file suit. 

Mr. Harkins. What date did they tell you that ? 

Mr. Fricx. I don’t remember the date, but it has been within the 
last year. 

Mr. Harkins. The reason I am asking the question is that Judge 
Hansen, in his statement, advised the committee of the trial court’s 
ruling in United States v. National Football League (116 Fed. Sup. 
319, E. D. Pa., 1953). In that case, the trial court ruled against the 
Department’s contention that the restriction which the Department 
opposed in the case of baseball was a per se violation of the antitrust 
laws. The trial court adopted the rule of reason which permitted the 
football league to have rules which restricted the television broadcasts 
at the time a home team was playing. 

Mr. Frick. Counsel, I am getting on thin ice when I attempt to dis- 
cuss legalities with you, but that, I think, was the Grim decision, as 
I recall it. 

Mr. Harkins. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Frick. I think that was directed only toward television, and 
radio was thrown into almost a public domain as a result of that. 
‘There was this distinction, I believe, as between football and baseball: 
They were permitted to restrict within the limitations of their own 
league. I think we are permitted to do that, but our problem is not 
within our own league; it is to go outside of our league with our 
restrictions, go in the minor league. 

The National League, as I understand this, and again I apologize 
for any legal errors, but, as I understand it, the National League, for 
instance, may use certain restrictions within the towns of the National 
League. The American League may use certain restrictions’ within 
the cities of the American League. It is when you try to go out and 
protect the little fellow that the difficulty comes. 

Mr. Harxtns. The reason I am asking these questions is to find 
out if you have submitted baseball’s contention with respect to tele- 
vision and radio to the Department of Justice since the Grim decision. 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Roptno. You may proceed. 

Mr. Frick. The second Hillings bill (H. R. 8023) is identical 
with the Keating and Byrnes bills except that instead of exempting 
“employment of players,” it exempts “the operation of a reserve 
clause in the player’s contract” for the first 3 years of his baseball 
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employment, with a provision for an additional 2-year exemption 
if the player’s salary is raised at least 15 percent in each of the 
fourth and fifth years. I have already commented on the prob- 
lems of player loyalty and public confidence in the games’ integrity 
presented by such a term reserve clause. Such a statute would leave 
the major leagues, for all practical purposes, without a reserve clause, 
since the average period of minor development for present-day major- 
league players is over 4 years. Such a clause would not furnish any 
incentive to a major-league club to organize and finance the develop- 
ment of players in the minor leagues. Moreover it would be detri- 
mental to the player in that his salary for the first 3 years would be 
held down to the lowest minimum because an owner would insist 
that he would be required by Federal law to increase the salary 15 
percent in the fourth and fifth years. Thus the player would not 
be able to bargain effectively for the real value of his services in 
the earlier years. 

In my opinion, a limited reserve clause would be detrimental to 
baseball—to the game’s integrity, to the player’s development and 
to the club’s ability to plan and maintain a competitive team. 

Baseball today remains the Nation’s No. 1 game in popular interest. 
A survey made for us in 1955 showed that 94 percent of the people 
interviewed felt that baseball was still to be regarded as the national 
pastime. As an intertainment value, offering a 214-hour professional 
game at ticket prices ranging from 50 cents to $3.50 in major-league 
parks, it is a bargain. Baseball’s contribution to public welfare was 
described in my previous testimony and need not be reviewed here. 
Interest in the playing of baseball among the youth of the country 
is growing by leaps and bounds through the development of little 
leagues, Babe Ruth leagues and the like and the American Legion 
program, which is subsidized in part by the major leagues. It is 
estimated that this year as many as 7,500,000 persons are playing 
amateur ball—the largest number ever. Of these, some 2,500,000 
will be getting some expert supervision. For most of them the major 
leagues are an inspiration and for many of them, they are a goal. 
As commissioner and as a lifelong fan, I view with alarm any meas- 
ures which threaten the structure of either amateur or professional 
baseball. 

In conclusion, I would like to say again that baseball has problems, 
that the persons in the baseball business are grappling with them 
constantly, but that legislation bringing baseball under the anti- 
trust laws would, in my opinion, threaten the foundations of the 
national game without any benefit to the public. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Roprno. Counsel has some questions, Mr. Commissioner, but 
before we proceed, I want to comment on your statement. Of course 
I share your apprehension, since I am an interested and avid enthusi- 
ast and fan of baseball. I think I speak for the whole committee 
when we assure you that we don’t intend to threaten the structure 
of, or destroy baseball in any way. We are seeking to find a solution 
to the problems that confront us. 

I just wanted to turn to the question of the pension plan before 
counsel takes over. I was very happy to hear you talk about the 
pension plan. I think it is a real improvement in the interest of the 
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baseball player who has contributed so much to the growth of baseball, 
and made it profitable for the owner. 

You mentioned credited service and then I understood you to say 
that a player would be eligible after 5 years of service. 

Mr. Fricx. He becomes vested. After 5 years of service, he is 
guaranteed the pension. He is a vested member. He is a member 
of the pension plan the day he goes to the league. He gets the widow’s 
benefits, hospitalization, and all of the rest of the benefits. . If he has 
5 years of service, he becomes a vested member. 

Mr. Ropino. That 5 years of service is 5 years of major league 
service ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Roprno. In other words, if a player, after serving 2 years in a 
major league, is farmed out to the minor league, his service as such, 
would terminate and he is not vested ? 

Mr. Frick. No, he wouldn’t be getting credit, but when he comes 
up to the major league, he still gets credit for the other time. 

Mr. Ropino. If he comes back up? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes. That is not unusual at all. Players will 
come up and be i in the major league one year and they have a year of 
eredit and will go back down a year or two and come up and pick up 
where they left ‘off. They also were given credit in the pension plan, 
very interestingly, for military service. That was counted and paid 
up. 

Mr. McCutioven. Mr. Chairman, I would like to compliment the 
commissioner on his refreshing frankness in discussing a field in 
which I am not too well qualified. You have been even more help- 
ful, I think, in this statement than you were in the previous hearing 
and we wish to thank you. 

Mr. Frick. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Srneman. Mr. Frick, you have indicated in a number of 
answers to questions of the committee that at least substantial aspects 
of organized baseball constitute business in the usual sense of the 
word. If, then, baseball does have commercial aspects and does 
operate in and affect interstate commerce, what justification is there 
for continuing its exemption under the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Frick. I didn’t get the last part. 

Mr. Stneman. I say if it is business and if it operates in and affects 
interstate commerce, what do you think the justification is for con- 
tinuing an exemption under the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Frick. I think that that is a very obvious thing and the way 
the opinion of all of the courts has been ‘and what the findings of this 
committee were 5 years ago, there was no question that it is a “business, 
but it was held by the Supreme Court and that w as reaffirmed by this 
committee after weeks of hearings, that while it is a business, pro- 
fessional sports are a unique business in that they embody a peculiar 
relationship in which competition and partnership are in equal parts 
and that, therefore, the ordinary rules of business that apply under the 
antitrust laws to other businesses is detrimental and harmful to the 
existence of this game. 

Now that was the only purpose and the one which we have worked 
under, which we have stood for, and which we still believe; that be- 
cause of that unique character of this business the ordinary rules that 
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would apply to the average business, with the competition-partnership 
thing not interrelated, would be harmful, detrimental and possibly 
destructive to baseball. ‘ 

Mr. Stveman. During the 1951 hearings of the Subcommittee on 
Study of Monopoly Power, which was the predecessor of this sub- 
committee, you were asked this question by Congressman McCulloch, 
who is a member of this subcommittee : 

Is it your studied judgment, Mr. Frick, that baseball is so different from other 


activities in America that we cannot apply those fundamental criteria which we 
apply in most, if not all, other activities in America? 


You replied as follows, Mr. Frick: 


By and large, I would say that you can apply any good democratic principle 
to baseball, the same as anything else. I do think there are situations and con- 
ditions which do make baseball more difficult to operate that way than some 
other business where the partnership-competition element is not quite so marked. 
But in general I agree with you that there is no reason why baseball should not 
be. After all, we are an American institution. 

In general, is that in accord with your present feeling? 

Mr. Frick. That was a nice broad statement that didn’t say much, 
wasn’t it ? 

No; I still stand on exactly what I said and I think the same thing 
is inferred there, that because of the uniqueness of our business—I 
think that if we went under antitrust, if we are suddenly put under 
the antitrust laws, the reserve clause, the territorial rights, transfer of 
contracts—partically all of the things that have to do with it would 
be subject to litigation. 

Now going under the antitrust laws probably would not neces- 
sarily eliminate—I guess that is a question, too, whether it would or 
not—the reserve clause. It might be defended on reasonableness or 
necessity or something of this sort, but the least we could hope to get 
is costly and almost endless litigation until every little phase is settled. 
“ach time there was a little different approach, it would be a new 
lawsuit, until, if nothing else happened, we are exhausted by that 
sort of thing and cannot operate. 

The worst that would happen would be that the reserve clause is 
declared illegal and then we are out of business in baseball as we know 
it today. 

The same thing goes for your territorial rights. So being in this 
business and being keenly interested in it through many years, I have 
a very deep and abiding feeling about the thing. 

Mr. Ropino. We will assume there are exemptions which would 
permit baseball to operate as such and in a manner which you feel 
would be best for the spirit of competition to continue. If there still 
would be the element of proper compensation for the players should 
they be able to act as free agents, would there be any difficulty on your 
part in accepting such a proposition ? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Rodino, I am afraid on what you will have to say 
I am just a stubborn goat and that is all there is to it. I put it on 
that basis. I don’t know what the Congress of the United States is 
going to determine that has to do with the management and handling 
of organized professional sports. I hope for the best. 

I do know this; that whatever rule, whatever law, whatever legisla- 
tion you pass, we will attempt, as American citizens and Americans 
to live under any rules you do pass, but until such time as you tell me 
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no, I am not going to compromise on anything but what I think will 
be absolutely the best for us. 

Mr. Roprno. Yes, but you must realize this, Mr. Commissioner, that 
we as legislators are looking to you, as the chairman said when he 
opened up these hearings, for guidance in trying to set this house 
in order. There is unanimity of opinion that there are problems now 
confronting professional sports because of the recent court decisions. 

Mr. Frick. I understand that. 

Mr. Roprno. If we are going to get corrective legislation without 
threatening destruction of baseball, we need some help from you people 
in telling us just how far we might be able to go. Of course, if you 
are going to sit back and say, “well, now, this is it; I am going to be 
a stubborn mule about it,” why we are not going to know the answers 
and as a result we may go in a certain direction and hurt you, which 
we don’t want to do. 

Mr. Frick. The statement I made, Mr. Congressman, which you 
realize is half facetious on the stubborn part-— 

Mr. Roptno. Yes, I understand that. 

Mr. Frick. I do think you are placing me under some pretty difficult 
questions, simply because so much depends upon the legality and the 
legal ap soack to this thing, and I have no knowledge about that. 
What I Se tried to tell you and about all of the help I can give you 
is tell you what our problems are and in the order of their importance. 

Mr. Roptno. We hope then we will be able to meet those problems. 

Mr. Frick. And we will just throw ourselves in your hands and with 
the help of our attorneys who give the legal end, we may be able to 
help work it out, and I know we will be happy to. It isn’t an effort 
to try to be stubborn ; it is simply a matter of not having a formalized 
plan of my own and therefore an attempt to impress upon you and 
get you to approach sympathetically some of our problems. We will 
try to approach our problems in the same way. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Commissioner, I think you stated in several in- 
stances, I assume with the advice of your eminent counsel, that most 
of the practices that baseball engages in are such that they are essen- 
tial to the operations of baseball. You stated that you feel confident 
that should these programs come before the court, the court would 
consider them under the rule of reason and decide that they are essen- 
tial to baseball and that they are not, therefore, violations of antitrust 
laws; that they are reasonable restraints on trade. You then com- 
mented that although this may seem to be a happy position for base- 
ball, actually it is not, because in the interim baseball would live under 
a cloud of uncertainty which would raise problems for baseball owners. 
Is it not true—this is my question—that this is the same cloud of 
uncertainty under which all American industries operate ? 

Mr. Frick. Well, I really don’t know. I don’t question any industry 
in America today or any business operates under some sort of a cloud 
of their own, of some type. I don’t know what they are. Un- 
doubtedly, we all have those problems but they may or may not be 
similar. 

Mr. Stneman, Let me go on to the next subject. Do you think that 
there are at least substantial elements in organized baseball that 
within recent years have come to be more interested in making big 

96797—57—pt. 1——-11 ) 











146 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


money than in representing to the American people the kind of ideals, 
good sportsmanship, fair play, and competition that has characterized 
baseball for so many years? 

Mr. Frick. I think there isa tendency on the part of baseball people, 
wherever possible, to make profit. 1 do not Saline there is anything 
un-American in the desire to make money. I do not believe nor can 
you convince me, unless you show facts, that a single owner in the 
major league has cut a corner or has gone around and forgotten the 
important thing of winning a pennant in the effort to make mot ley. 

Mr. Streman. Do you think this tendency has always been present 
in baseball or do you think it is a fairly recent thing ? 

Mr. Frick. What has been present ? 

Mr. Sineman. The desire to make money. 

Mr. Frick. I think there has been a desire to make money as long 
as there has been any professional baseball. I can’t conceive of any 
man going into any sort of business without the desire to break even 
or make a profit, if possible. 

I will say this, that a lot of them don’t, as your financial statements 
will show. The percentage of profit in baseball, the return on the 
investment, is way down on the list of profitable investments for the 
mere sake of making money. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Commissioner, are you familiar with the series 
of transactions by which the owner ship of Yankee Stadium was trans- 
ferred by the New York Yankees to Arnold Johnson and then to the 
Knights of Columbus at a total capital-gain profit to the Yankees of 
several millions of dollars? 

Mr. Frick. I am familiar with it; yes. 

Mr. Stneman. For the benefit ot the committee, could you suin- 
marize those transactions ? 

Mr. Frick. I couldn’t; no. I don’t have the figures in front of me. 
I know that happened. I know that there was a sale of real estate and 
then a sale of the stadium. 

Mr. Stneman. As I understand it, Mr. Johnson leased the stadium 
back from the Knights of Columbus and released it from his own 
corporation to the New York Yankees; is that correct / 

Mr. Frick. Yes; and has since sold it. 

Mr. Stneman. Under that arrangement, Mr. Jolson retained in- 
terests in the grounds and in the stadium and also remained a debtor of 
the Yankees ; did he not ? 

Mr. Frick. When Mr. Johnson sold the stadium, he had no control 
of the stadium at all. He sold it very shortly after he went to Kansas 
City. There was for a time a landlord relationship in there; yes. 

Mr. Sineman. Did he not subsequently become the controlling 
stockholder of the group owning the Kansas City Athletics ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Stncman. Now I take it this raised a problem under rule 20 of 
the major league rules; did it not 

Mr. Frick. That is right; it did. 

Mr. Sinema. I think we should read into the record at this point 
what the provisions of major league rule 20 are. Rule 20 reads: 

No club or owner, stockholder, officer, director, or employee, including manager 


or player of a club, shall directly or indirectly own stock or any other proprietary 
interests or have any financial interest in any other club in the league. 
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Do you know whether Mr. Johnson paid off the $2,900,000 debt that 
he owed to the owners of the Yankees? 

Mr. Frick. I know that Mr. Johnson disposed of his interest in the 
stadium. Now, whether he got cash for that, I don’t know. 

Mr. Stvaman. As I understand the transaction, part of the $6% 
million purchase price which he paid for Yankee Stadium was made up 
by a $2,900,000 note which he gave to Messrs. Webb and Topping, with 
a purchase money mortgage on the property, but. you do not know 
whether or not he still owes that money ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Frick. No; I don’t know how that was handled. In the sale of 
the stadium, I don’t know how it was handled. 

Mr. SineMan. If he does still owe money to Messrs. Topping and 
Webb, would that constitute, in your judgment, a violation of rule 
20 (a) ¢ 

Mr. Frick. That has been gone into, and I think the file was turned 
over.to you. At the time that negotiations were made, the commis- 
sioner was in contact with the president of the American League, and 
it was first started on the telephone as to certain conditions that later 
would have to be made. That was later verified to the president of 
the American League in a letter, a copy of which I am sure you have in 
your files. The terms of that were carried out, and, as carried out, 
it was the opinion of the commissioner that it was not a violation of 
rule 20. It was given consideration. 

Mr. Stvaman. I have gone through this correspondence which, as 
you indicated, has been made available to the committee, and there 
was no mention made of this $2,900,000 debt, although there was con- 
siderable concern about the leasehold interest that Mr. Johnson held. 
I take it, then, that you made no investigation concerning this finan- 
cial obligation / 

Mr. Frick. Not currently. Not since I was informed the stadium 
had been sold. You notice in my letter I said the clincher would be, 
if within a reasonable time Mr. Johnson disposed of his interests in 
the Yankee Stadium. To me it was the clincher. 

Mr. Stneman. Did he dispose of his interests in the land? He still 
might have a financial interest ; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That I treat asa real-estate deal 

Mr. Sineman. | think you have a pinch-hitter there to help you. 

Mr. Frick. Mr, Porter tells me that that information is all avail- 
able. There hus been a complete release, and he can supply you with 
the documents. 

Mr. Stneman. Thank you, sir. Now, as I recall, in the letter that 
you sent to Mr. Harridge concerning this transaction, you set forth, 
as you mentioned, certain safeguards ‘that you thought should be taken 
to protect baseball against possible problems of conflicting interests. 
Have you since that time made an investigation to satisfy yourself 
that those precautions were taken ? 

Mr. Frick. | was satisfied by the American League. 

Mr. Sineman. One of the fears was, was it not, that Mr. James Nor- 
ris, of Chicago, connected with the International Boxing Club, and 
also having direct or indirect interests in several hockey teams, 1ight 
have some connection through Mr. Johnson with the Kansas Athletics ? 

Mr. Frick. Through stoc ‘k ow nership. 
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Mr. Stneman. What steps have you taken to assure he does not have 
any connection with them ? 

r. Frick. We havea stock list of the Kansas Athletic Club. 

Mr. Stneman. He has no direct or indirect financial interest in the 
Athletics ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Stveman. You ao specified in that letter that the lease between 
Mr. Johnson and the New York Yankees should contain a provision 
that, in the event of default by the Yankees, the American League 
should have the right to take over the lease under the exact terms speci- 
fied. Do you know whether the lease does contain such a provision ? 

Mr. Frick. I was assured that all those terms were complied with, 
and then later, of course, the stadium was sold. 

Mr. Stneman. There is no such correspondence in the file you made 
available to the subcommittee. 

Mr. Frick. That is true. I told you I thought Mr. Harridge—Mr. 
Harridge and I are in conversation and in touch all of the time. 

Mr. Stneman. Did you investigate the sale of Mr. Johnson’s lease- 
hold interest in the Yankee Stadium to Mr. Cox to determine whether 
it fulfilled the requirements of rule 20? 

Mr. Frick. I didn’t conduct a serious investigation of that; no, 
except I had assurances that there was no connection. You will find 
a letter from Mr. Johnson in the files in which he states that. 

Mr. Stveman. Mr. Johnson stated that it was a free and clear sale? 

Mr. Friox. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you know that Mr. Cox has been a longtime 
friend of Mr. Johnson ? 

Mr. Frick. And business associate, as I understand. 

Mr. Stneman. And you have conducted no investigation, other than 
the statement from Mr. Johnson ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Chairman, I should like to offer a few of these 
letters concerning that transaction for the record. 

There is a letter to Mr. Harridge from Commissioner Frick, dated 
November 5, 1954; a letter to the sports department of the Bingham- 
ton Press, dated April 19, 1955; a letter to the general manager of 
the New York Yankees, dated April 5, 1955; a letter to the commis- 
sioner from Mr. Arnold Johnson, dated April 8, 1955. 

Mr. Roprno. Without objection, they will be received. 

(The letters referred to are at pp. 347-349.) 

Mr. Stneman. Does Mr. Harry L. “Bing” Crosby have any interest 
in the Pittsburgh National League baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Does his son, Harry L. Crosby, Jr., have any interest 
in the Detroit Baseball Club? 

Mr. Frick. No. Mr. Harry L., Sr., owns one share of stock. 

Mr. Stneman. Does this pose any problem under rule 20? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. Rule 20 is within the league, and these are in 
separate leagues, but the commissioner did investigate it very 
carefully. 

Mr. Sesnenca. In other words, 1 single individual could own stock 
in 2 teams in the major leagues? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. One in each league? 





ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL. TEAM SPORTS 149 


Mr. Frick. No, sir. He couldn’t ever own a majority interest in 
twoteams. I think the letter there on the Detroit transaction is a very 
clear one. Both my letters to Detroit and their stockholders—and the 
situation was simply this: that, when the syndicate was formed, 
they were investigated, and Mr. Bing Crosby was found to be a sizable 

articipant in the Detroit deal. The commissioner got hold of the 
etroit people and said this cannot be; he cannot be in two clubs; he 
must make up his mind. 

I gave him the time to do it, and before the opening of the season 
he was to decide whether he wanted to retain his Pittsburgh interest 
or whether he wanted to go into Detroit. Before the season was 
opened, he made up his mind that he wanted to retain his Pittsburgh 
interest, which he did. Then, because of a long friendship with some 
of the other fellows in there that have done business with Mr. Crosby 
a great deal—the commissioner made that all clear to them—and 
then there arose the question “Well, gee whiz, Mr. Crosby has been 
in the business with us for 20 years and he is kind of a lucky pelican 
for us—can he have some stock?” 

I said, on that basis, I see no harm if he wants to own 1 share, 
but it can’t be 2, 3, or 10. He can have one share of stock. And 
Mr. Crosby has 1 share of stock and I don’t think 1 share of,stock 
in any way jeopardizes the relationship of the Detroit Baseball Club. 
I don’t think it is a reflection on the integrity of baseball and I don’t 
think it comes under rule 20. 

Mr. Srneman. Is this Bing Crosby, Senior or Junior ? 

Mr. Frick. This is the original Bing. I don’t think there is a 
Junior and Senior. It is not father and son. They are the same man. 

Mr. Stneman. He is listed as “junior.” 

Mr. Frick. He may well be. 1 don’t know how he is listed in the 
stock. 

Mr. Stneman. Under the agreement whereby Mr. Walter O’Malley, 
controlling stockholder of the Brooklyn Dodgers, secured control of 
the Los Angeles franchise and stadium, is it not true that the Brook- 
lyn Baseball Club secured a loan by its subsidiary in Chicago for the 
team in the amount of $800,000? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; that is true. 

Mr. Stneman. Does this not pose a conflicting-interest problem 
under rule 20? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think so. The commissioner gave that full con- 
sideration, went into and reached a decision and would make the 
same decision tomorrow. It is true that there is a direct note on a real- 
estate deal. The note is not guaranteed by collateral. It is an un- 
secured note guaranteed by the Brooklyn Baseball Club. It does not 
carry any interest on the Brooklyn Baseball Club or collateral or 
anything of that sort. If Mr. O’Malley didn’t pay the money, Mr. 
O’Malley would have no recourse to the baseball club. It has nothing 
to do with the baseball club, and after advice of counsel and approval 
of the National League, I approved it. I raised the question until I 
found out all of the facts, as that letter indicates. 

Mr. Sineman. You indicated in the letter, I think, to the counsel 
involved, that one of the reasons for your approval was the fact it 
had been approved by the National League. 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. I think you were relying upon their investigation. 
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Mr. Fricx. I did agree; yes. Not alone did I rely on that; I also 
got the facts. 
~ Mr. Sryeman. Do you think that the situation might be somewhat 
different in the event that Brooklyn should assume ownership of the 
Los Angeles club ? 

Mr. Frick. That was the reason I questioned it to begin with. How- 
ever, there is involved in this note a comparatively small amount of 
the overall value. It is a short-term note and it has no right of re- 
newal. If at the end of the 3-year term—I think it is 3 years. It will 
be about two and a half now. If at the end of that time there is an 
effort to obtain a renewal, the commissioner will make another in- 
vestigation, but it is a short-term financing and short-term financing 
is very common, I think you will agree, in all business. There is no 
right of renewal on it. 

fr. Sineman. How about the 214 years? 

Mr. Frick. That to me is not a long time in real estate involving a 
couple million dollars. 

Mr. Srneman. Isn’t there a conflict during that period ? 

Mr. Frick. No; I don’t think there isany. There is not a conflict to 
the point where the play of one club can be affected by another. 

In the first place, it is running through minor leagues, and the only 
Brooklyn part in that is an endorser or guarantor, an unsecured 
guaranty on a limited base, with no right of renewal, and as long as 
that holds that condition the commissioner has approved it. If they 
try to make a renewal or try to change the terms of it, when that time 
is up, the commissioner will again investigate. 

Mr. Roptno. You have investigated it; have you not? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Srneman. Asa result of your investigation, you now feel that, 
notwithstanding the fact that Brooklyn might move to the Los 
Angeles area, this will not affect it ? 

Mr. Friox. I feel it will not interfere. 

Mr. Stneman. It still will not affect it ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. I would like to offer in the record a letter from the 
commissioner to Mr. James Baker, dated June 6, 1957; a letter from 
Mr. Wrigley to the commissioner, dated May 29, 1957; a letter from 
the commissioner to Mr. Wrigley, dated May 31, 1957; a letter from 
Mr. Giles, president of the National League, to the commissioner, 
dated June 3, 1957; a letter from the law firm of Sidley, Austin, 
Burges & Smith to the commissioner, dated May 29, 1957. 

Mr. Roprno. Without objection, they will be received. 

(The letters referred to are at pp. 349-352.) 

Mr. Tioptno. Mr. Pierce. 

Mr. Prerce. Mr. Frick, a number of people have remarked that 
organ'zed baseball is big business, and in that regard I should like to 
ask you some questions about the finances of the various teams in the 
National and American Leagues. 

First I should like to show you a statement—TI believe it was pre- 
pared by your office—on the net income or loss of the various teams 
in those leagues, and I should like to ask you if you would be so kind 
as to identify that statement. 

Mr. Frick. Yes; this statement was prepared by my office. 

Mr. Prerce. Have you gotacopyofitthere? © — 
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Mr. Frick. No, I have not; only the one you handed me. Perhaps 
counsel has a copy. 

Mr. Stneman. I havea copy of it. 

Mr. Frick. Counsel tells me that this was not prepared by my 
office, that it was ae by Arthur Andersen & Co. on information 
furnished by the baseball clubs. 

Mr. Prerce. Furnished by the clubs individually ? 

Mr. Frick. By the clubs individually. 

Mr. Prerce. But that was the information furnished to this com- 
mittee, at the chairman’s request, on the finances of the American 
and National Leagues; is that right ? 

Mr. Frick. I am going to ask counsel to sit here, because on these 
figures he knows more about them than I. 

Mr. Prerce. All right. 

Now it is true, is it not, from the year 1952 to 1956, inclusive every 
team in the National League, with the exception of Brooklyn, lost 
money in at least 1 year ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Prerce. It is also true, is not not, that two teams in that league, 
namely, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, have lost money during each of 
those years ? 

Mr. Fricx. That is true. 

Mr. Pierce. It is also true, is it not, that St. Louis had losses in 4 
of the 5 years ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Prerce. It is also correct, is it not, that New York suffered losses 
in 1952 and 1953 and Chicago suffered losses in 1953, 1954, and 
1956? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Prerce. I should now like to ask you a few questions along the 
same line concerning the American League. It is true, is it not, that 
5 of the 8 teams in the American League have suffered a financial loss 
in at least 1 year in the period 1952 through 1956, inclusive? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Pierce. It is also correct, is it not, that Baltimore and Kansas 
City have suffered financial losses in 3 of the last 5 years? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Prerce. Is it also true that Boston had net losses in 1952 and 
1953 and. Detroit had a loss in 1952 and Cleveland a net loss in 1956? 

Mr. Fricex. That is right. 

Mr. Prerce. Now, on the basis of these statistics, you would agree, 
would you not, that it cannot be concluded that the mere holding of a 
big-league franchise means big profits? 

Mr. Frick. I think that would be very self-evident. 

Mr, Prerce. Now, I should like to show you another statement 
prepared by Arthur Andersen & Co., or by your office, which was 
furnished to this committee upon request of the chairman. It is a 
consolidated profit-and-loss statement of the various major-league 
teams. 

Mr. Frick. This was prepared by Arthur Andersen & Co. on in- 
formation furnished to him. 

Mr. Prerce. And furnished to the chairman of this committee upon 
his request; is that right ? 


Mr. Frrox. That is true. 
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Mr. Pierce. Now, I should like to ask you a few questions about 
the net income or loss of farm-club subsidiaries in the National 
League. 

Mr. Frick. You are taking the meer League first ? 

Mr. Pierce. The National League; 

Now, it is true, is it not, that in the Bele League, in 1952, all 
of the major- league clubs lost money on their farm-club subsidiaries ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Pierce. In fact, if my mathematics are correct, in 1952 they 
lost a total of $1,211,570. 

Mr. Frick. This doesn’t show the totals. 

Mr. Pierce. Yes. I took the privilege of adding those up. I don’t 
know whether you have such totals among yours records or not. 

Now, in 1953, all of the major-league clubs, except Cincinnati, in 
the National League, lost money upon their farm systems; isn’t that 
correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Prerce. And, again, if my mathematics is correct, the total was 
$1,543,827. 

Mr. Frick. We will accept that. 

Mr. Prerce. And, in 1954, it is true, is it not, that all of the major- 
league clubs in the National League, with the exception of Pittsburgh, 
lost money on their farm systems? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Prerce. And, again, if my mathematics is correct, it is 
$1,348,543. 

; Mr. Frick. Counsel, for the record, Pittsburgh showed a net of 
6,285 

Mr. Pierce. Since you put that in the record, what about 1953? 
What was Cincinnati? 

Mr. Frick. $52,705. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, in 1955, it is true, is it not, that all of the National 
League clubs, except Chicago and New York, lost money on their 
farm-club operations ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. And the total amount lost, if my mathematics is cor- 
rect, is $1,215,626. Will you explain for the record what the net 
income was for Chicago? 

Mr. Frick. Chicago showed net income of $5,029; New York showed 
a net income of $36,679. 

Mr. Prerce. In 1956, all of the National League clubs, with the 
exception of Cincinnati and New York, lost money in their farm-club 
operations; isn’t that true? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Prerce. And if my mathematics is correct, the total loss was 
$1,077,999, and will you supply for the record what the amounts of 
profit were for the Cincinnati and New York clubs? 

Mr. Frick. Cincinnati had a profit of $38,522; New York, $62,530, 

Mr. Prerce. This means, in the 5-year period that we have dis- 
cussed, if my mathematics is correct, that the National League—the 
major league teams in the National League have lost a total of $6,397,- 
565 in their farm-club operations. 

Now, would you say that there was any tax advantage in these teams 
taking these losses ? 
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Mr. Frick. I don’t believe I could answer that, counsel. I don’t 
really know. I wouldn’t know of any. I don’t think that their profits 
were such in their home club, overs that it would make any differ- 
ence, but I would rather have counsel answer that question, if I 
may. 

Mr. Porter. I would say, Mr. Chairman, that there is, even though 
these are separate corporations or may be separate corporations, on 
the consolidated statements of individual clubs, I could see no tax 
advantage. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Chairman, may I ask that, while we are 
talking about consolidated profit and loss statements, isn’t it true that 
many of these clubs are owned by corporations or stockholders who 
have a considerable interest in other kinds of businesses, and the losses 
on baseball might well be an advantage taxwise with respect to the 
profitable operations of the other businesses? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t know tax laws. 

Mr. Porter. No, you couldn’t offset those, Mr. Singman. They 
are separate corporations, and Mr. Busch has testified, I think, in a 
proceeding before Senator Johnson’s committee, to that. 

Mr. Pierce. Let’s go now to the American League. On your farm- 
club operations there, it is true, is it not, that in the statement you 
supplied to this committee you furnished financial data for all of the 
clubs, with the exception of Detroit. With respect to Detroit, the 
committee has been supplied with Detroit’s total income figures for 
the years in question, but these amounts have not been broken down; 
isn’t that right? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Pierce. Incidentally, will you supply those for the record? 

Mr. Porter. Mr. Pierce, the difficulty with the Detroit situation 
is there has been a change in ownership, as you know, and its present 
owners have the total figures, but don’t have the supporting detail. 
Those are in the files of the predecessor corporation. We will make 
an effort to obtain them, though. 

Mr. Pierce. All right. It will be understood that my questions 
on American League farm club operations will exclude Detroit. 

Mr. Porrer. So the record will be clear, Mr. Fiery informs me 
we are getting that compiled now for Detroit. 

Mr. Prerce. Fine. 

Is it not true that in 1952 all clubs, with the exception of Cleveland, 
had losses on their farm club operations? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Prerce. And in 1953, all clubs, with the exception of New York, 
had losses on their farm club operations? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. F TERR. Will you tell the committee how much Cleveland made 
in 19529 

Mr. Frick. Cleveland, in 1952, showed a profit of of $25,983. 

Mr. Prerce. And in 1953? 

Mr. Frick. In 1953, New York showed a profit of $8,071. 

Mr. Prerce. In 1954, all clubs, with the exception of Cleveland, 
had losses; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Pierce. And how much did Cleveland make? 
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Mr. Frick. Cleveland’s profit in 1954 is $117,482. 
Mr. Prerce. And in 1955, all clubs, with the exception of Kansas 
City, had losses? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Prerce. How much did Kansas City have? 

Mr. Frick. $9,705. 

Mr. Prerce. And in 1956, all clubs, with the exception of Kansas 
City, again had losses; is that true? 

Mr. Friox. Kansas City is a blank. Yes; that is true. I was on 
the wrong line. 

Mr. Prerce. Does it mean that Kansas City broke even that year? 

Mr. Frick. There is a blank in there, and it is not stated; it is not 
furnished, I think it is a break-even figure. 

Mr. Pierce. I will not give total figures on the American League, 
because we don’t have Detroit and they would not be accurate. We 
can figure them out later when we get that information. 

Now I should like to show you a statement prepared by either your 
office or Arthur Andersen & Co. on dividends paid by the various 
teams in the National and American Leagues and ask you to identify 
that statement. 

Mr. Frick. Yes; this was prepared from the figures furnished by 
the clubs. 

Mr. Prerce. On the basis of this statement, it is true, is it not, 
that only 2 teams in the National League have paid dividends during 
the past 5 years? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Pierce. With respect to the American League, your office did 
not furnish any dividend statements on Detroit ; is that right? 

Mr. Porter. That is being compiled. 

Mr. Pierce. And, excluding Detroit, then, it is true, is it not, that 
only three teams, namely, Cleveland, Chicago, and Washington, paid 
dividends during the past year? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; that is true. 

Mr. Prerce. At this time, Mr. Chairman, I should like to offer into 
evidence the profit-and-loss statements for the years 1952 through 
1956 on the American and National Leagues. I should also like to 
offer into evidence the dividend statements on the American and Na- 
tional Leagues, as well as the statement containing the net profit and 
losses of the various teams in the American and National Leagues for 
the years 1952 through 1956. 

Mr. Roprno. Without objection, they will be received. 

(The documents referred to are at pp. 352-363. ) 

Mr. Pierce. Now you would agree, would you not, that if baseball 
were placed under the antitrust laws, there is a possibility that the 
courts would hold the reserve clause illegal per se? 

Mr. Frick. I would say that there is a possibility. 

Mr. Prerce. And even if the courts applied the rule of reason, it 
would take a number of cases to determine exactly what the bounds of 
a reasonable reserve clause system would be; isn’t that true? 

Mr. Frick. That is correct ; yes. 

Mr. Pierce. So this would mean, would it not, that the various teams 
would have to expend large sums of money defending lawsuits that 
would ultimately determine what a reasonable reserve clause would be? 
Mr. Frick. That is true. 
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Mr. Pierce. On the basis of financial statistics, I discussed. with 
you, it would be reasonable to assume, would it not, that protracted 
litigation might very well cause some of the clubs to go bankrupt? 

Mr. Frick. I think that is true. 

Mr. Prerce. And if this happened, it would put. baseball in a chaotic 
condition, and the pur would be deprived of viewing the quality of 
baseball that it had once enjoyed; isn’t that so? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Chairman, may I raise a question here, and it is a point for you 
to determine. I am being questioned and I am not trying to avoid 
anything, but I am being questioned on financial statements that in- 
volve other than my office Officially, I have nothing to do with the 
financing. It is a little embarrassing to me to comment on figures 
that involve the league. I would ask, “and this is a point I raised, but 
I would ask that my counsel, who knows all the figures, be permitted 
to answer them. It is just a little embarrassing tome. I am not try- 
ing to duck any questions, but if counsel may do that 

Mr. Roprno. You may do that. 

Mr. Prerce. I have completed that, and if counsel would adopt all 
of Mr. Frick’s answers the record would be straightened out. 

Mr. Porter. Well, I will adopt those answers. 

Mr. McCutsocn, I would like to ask if counsel adopts all of the an- 
swers. 

Mr. Porrrr. As to the accuracy of the figures; yes, sir. 

Mr. McCuntocn. But I meant as to that about the club would go 
bankrupt. 

Mr. Porter. That is Mr. Frick’s statement. I might say this: 
Financial data was obtained by my office, through the cooperation of 
the teams and through questionnaires sent out to various teams in the 
two major leagues. Thereafter, those responses were submitted to 
Arthur Andersen & Co., and that was merely for the purpose of mak- 
ing these consolidated compilations, and it is not an audited statement, 
but we believe them to be true and correct. 

Mr. McCutviocu. For instance, Mr. Chairman, I can’t help but make 
this comment: I am looking at this item which has already been ad- 
mitted to the record, whic h shows Brooklyn made a net profit—a net 
income in 1952 of $446,000-odd, and i in 1953, $290 ,000-odd; in 1954, 
$290,000; 1955, $427,000-odd; and in 1956, $487 000- odd. Now I am 
not fearful that some litigation would bankrupt that ball team if it 
were to determine whether or not certain legislation was of indefinite 
meaning. 

Mr. Roptno. He would have to hire some mighty expensive lawyers. 

Mr. McCutiocn. One further comment: The same might be said 
with respect to some other teams; for instance, the New York Yankees 
and maybe the Cincinnati team. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Chairman, I was about to offer a few additional 
statistics in order to make the record complete. I think Mr. McCul- 
loch has done that already to a certain extent, but I would also like to 
call attention to the fact that I have totaled up Brooklyn’s net profit 
for the 5-year period, 1952 through 1956, and I believe it ‘totals $1,860,- 
714. Milwaukee’s profit over the past 4 years—of course, the last year 
they spent in Boston they lost $460,000—but in the 4 years that they 
have been in Milwaukee, their net. profit has totaled $2,316,701. The 
St. Louis Cardinals had their first good year in 5 years last year, and 
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earned net profit of $329,495. The New York Yankees last year, after 
a succession of 5 very good years, earned $301,483. 

This is offered in the interest of getting comparable statistics into the 
record. 

Mr. McCutiocu. Could I interrupt? While we are on the subject— 
and I have studiously tried to refrain from coming to a conclusion in 
this matter—if it should be finally concluded by this subcommittee 
that there should be some legislation in this field, of course, we can 
call upon you, Mr. Commissioner, and your counsel, to help us select 
language which will be as clear and as definite and as meaningful as 
the English language can be made, thereby reducing to the barest 
minimum any uncertainty or the necessity for any litigation; can we 
not ? 

Mr. Frick. You certainly may; yes, indeed. 

Mr. Porter. Indeed so. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask Mr. Porter just 
a few more questions concerning these figures. Is it not a fact, Mr. 
Porter, that in many instances some of these losses may represent 
paper losses because of internal-revenue rulings permitting substantial 
eet deductions for depreciation of players and similar items? 

Mr. Porter. I would not think so. I have not analyzed the details 
with respect to these figures. The purpose, as I understand it, was 
to obtain a general economic picture of the structure of baseball, and 
I think to answer that question you would have to have the representa- 
tive of the individual team. 

Mr. Stnemay. Is that not true? 

Mr. Porter. Mr. Carroll informs me that, in general, clubs do not 
depreciate players’ contracts; they expense them. 

Mr. Stneman. They expense them? 

Mr. Carroui. They are treated as expense-and-income items and 
not as capital assets under internal-revenue rulings. 

Mr. Stneman. Is it not possible under internal-revenue rulings, 
either Mr. Porter or Mr. Carroll, for a team to purchase a player and 
capitalize him over a number of years and deduct depreciation expense 
during his useful life? 

Mr. Carrotu. That depends upon the tax policy of the individual 
club. There may be some that do that, and I don’t think we can answer 
these questions without the tax counsel or accountants of the club 
available. But I do know that in many of the clubs, under the rules 
of the Internal Revenue Service which are published, and some of 
which have gone to litigation, they do treat player contracts as ex- 
pense-and-income items. 

Mr. Stneman. But at least it is possible that some clubs can de- 
preciate the life of a player if they purchase him for several hundred 
thousand dollars. They can expense depreciation for him during a 
3- or 5-year period, the estimated period of useful life, and then when 
they sell him to another club the new club can again capitalize him; 
is that not true? 

Mr. Carroty. So far as I know—and my acquaintance with club 
accounting is by no means complete—so far as I know, that is not done 
as to individual contracts. It only happens, in my experience, when 
one club buys all of the players of another and then treats the players’ 
contracts as a group of capital assets. Then they may depreciate 
them. 
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Mr. Srneman. Mr. Chairman, I should like to offer for the record 
two documents received from the Internal Revenue Service indicat- 
ing the ruling of that Service with respect to the capitalization of base- 
ball players’ contracts. The one document is I. T. 2932 and the other 
is I. T. 4078. 

Mr. Roprno. They will be admitted. 

(The documents are as follows:) 


Article 23 (a)-1. Business expenses. XIV-—45-7780 
(Also sec. 23 (1), art. 23 (1)-3) I. T. 2932 


“REVENUE ActT oF 1934 


“The cost of a baseball-player contract, which at the time of its acquisition has 
a period of 1 year or less to run, should be deducted as a business expense in the 
year in which such cost is paid or accrued, regardless of whether the contract 
contains a renewal option. 

“The cost of a baseball-player contract, which at the time of its acquisition 
has a period of more than 1 year to run, should be amortized over the life of 
the contract and an annual allowance for such amortization should be deducted 
each year during which the original contract continues. 

“If an option to renew a baseball-player contract is exercised, the arrangement 
should be treated as a new contract for the period of the renewal.” 

Advice is requested with respect to the treatment for income-tax purposes 
of contracts for the services of professional baseball players. 

The M Baseball Club, the taxpayer, states that as a result of the decision of 
the Board of Tax Appeals in Dallas Athletic Association v. Commissioner (8 
B. T. A. 1086), it has been its custom to capitalize at actual cost all contracts 
for services of professional baseball players and to carry the contracts as assets 
not subject to depreciation. Where a contract was sold the taxpayer has in- 
cluded the amount received in gross income and deducted the original cost of 
the contract as an expense for the year in which the sale occurred. Asa result 
of the decision of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit in Commissioner v. Pittsburgh Athletic Co. (72 Fed. (2d) 883), the tax- 
payer submits the following questions: 

1. What is the attitude of the Bureau with reference to the practice of carrying 
baseball-player contracts as outlined above? 

2. If the Bureau requires a change in practice, what should be done to clear 
the contracts which are now carried as assets and which were acquired in prior 
years? 

8. Does the Bureau propose to abide by the decision in the Pittsburgh Athletic 
Co. case? 

The first and third questions will be answered together. Subsequent to the 
decision in the Pittsburgh Athletic Co. case, in which it was held that the cost 
of a baseball-player contract for 1 year with option to renew is deductible in the 
year when paid and should not be spread over the period of the contract plus 
renewals, 2 other decisions were rendered consistent with that view. (See Com- 
missioner v. Chicago National League Ball Club (74 Fed. (2d) 1010), and Com- 
missioner v. Kansas City American A8ss’n Baseball Co. (75 Fed. (2d) 600).) 
The Bureau will follow the principle laid down in those decisions. Consequently, 
the following rules are established : 

1. The cost of a baseball-player contract, which at the time of its acquisition 
has a period of 1 year or less to run, should be deducted as a business expense 
in the year in which such cost is paid or accrued, regardless of whether the 
contract contains a renewal option. 

2. The cost of a baseball-player contract, which at the time of its acquisition 
has a period of more than 1 year to run, should be amortized over the life of the 
contract and an annual allowance for such amortization should be deducted each 
year during which the original contract continues. 

3. If an option to renew a baseball-player contract is exercised, the arrange- 
ment should be treated as a new contract for the period of the renewal. 

In connection with the second question, if the taxpayer has failed in prior 
years to take proper deductions for the cost of contracts under rules preseribed 
above, it should file with the collector of internal revenue for its district a claim 
for refund on form 843, setting forth under oath all the facts and figures in 
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support of the deductions claimed. A separate claim should be filed for each 
year with reference to which a refund is asked. The claim must be filed within 
the period of limitation prescribed by the applicable statute. Under section 
322 (b) of the Revenue Act of 1932 claims for refund of tax alleged to have been 
overpaid for the taxable years 1932 and 1933 must be filed with the collector of 
internal revenue for the taxpayer's district within 2 years from the time the tax 
was paid; and under section 322 (b) of the Revenue Act of 1934, such claims 
for the taxable year 1934 and subsequent taxable years must be filed within 3 
years from the time the return was filed or within 2 years from the time the tax 
was paid for such year or years, whichever of such periods expires the later. 

If the taxpayer has taken deductions in years for which they are not allowable 
under the above rules, amended returns should be filed containing appropriate 
adjustments. 















Secrion 43.—Periop ror WHIcH DEDUCTIONS AND CreEpIrs TAKEN 








Sec. 29.43-1 : “Paid or incurred” and “paid or accrued.” 1952—8-13800 
(Also sec. 29.43-2; sec. 23 (a), sec. 29.28 (a)-—1.) I. T. 4078 











“INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 








“The cost of a 1-year uniform professional baseball-player’s contract, with the 
standard optional renewal clause, purchased after the end of the playing sea- 
son to which the contract related, constitutes a business expense for the taxable 
year in which “paid or incurred,’ depending on the method of accounting used 
by the purchaser. 

“TI, T. 2993 (C. B. XV-2, 146 (1986) ) revoked.” 

I. T. 2993 (C. B. XV-2, 146 (1986)) holds that where a baseball club pur- 
chased from another club a 1-year “uniform player’s contract,’’ with the stand- 
ard optitonal-renewal clause, after the end of the playing season to which the 
contract related, and the purchaser engaged the player’s services for 2 years, 
the cost of the contract should be amortized by the purchaser over the life of the 
new contract. 

Upon reconsideration, it is held that the cost of a 1-year uniform professional 
baseball-player’s contract, with the standard optional-renewal clause, purchased 
after the end of the playing season to which the contract related, constitutes 
a business expense for the taxable year in which “paid or incurred,” depending 
on the method of accounting used by the purchaser. (See Commissioner v. 
Pittsburgh Athletic Co. (72 Fed. (2) 883), Commissioner y. Chicago National 
League Ball Club (74 Fed. (2d) 1010), and Helvering vy. Kansas City American 
Association Baseball Co. (75 Fed. (2d) 600) : see also, secs, 29.48-1 and 29.43-2 
of regulations 111, and the first rule established in I. T. 2932, C. B. XIV-2, 61 
(1935).) Accordingly, I. T. 2993, supra, is hereby revoked. 

Mr. Srneman. Mr. Frick, I should like to go on to another category 
of questions, if I may. 

Mr. Porrer. Are you finished with the financial information? 

Mr. Stneman. I am finished with the financial data. 

Mr. Commissioner, you were elected commissioner of baseball in 
September 1951; is that not so? 

Mr. Frick. September 20, 1951, I believe is the exact date, as- 
suming office a little later. 

Mr. Streman,. And is it not correct that your contract with major- 
league owners will expire in September of 1958 ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Suxeman. Under the Major-League Agreement, your employ- 
ment contract must come before the major-league owners for renewal 
sometimes between now and this September; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Srneman. Under that Major-League Agreement and under the 
Professional Baseball Agreement as well, the commissioner of baseball 











































ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 159 


has broad and far-reaching powers over all participants in organized 
baseball; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Sineman. Among other things, the commissioner may fine any 
player or club for conduct detrimental to baseball, may impose boy- 
cotts on organizations, and may even declare players ineligible to 
participate m organized baseball for life; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Sincman. With such far-reaching power over owners and 
players alike, why is it that the commissioner is chosen by the 16 
major league ‘club owners alone, rather than having representatives of 
minor Jeagues and the players participate in the selection ? 

Mr. Frick. I can’t answer that question. From the time the com- 
missionership was established, that has been the rule. Long before 
1 was commissioner it was on the books, and that is the way it has 
been. 

Mr. Stneman. During the course of your testimony in 1951, you 
stated that you would personally have no objection—“none whatso- 
ever,” I think were your words—to the players of baseball having 
a voice in the selection of a commissioner. Have you made any at- 
tempt, since becoming commissioner years ago, to secure player rep- 
resentation in the selection of the commissioner ¢ 

Mr, Frick. The players’ representatives have never brought the sub- 
ject to my attention at all. It was never brought up. I stated at that 
time I would have no objection. I think I said, if the procedure could 
be worked out, to have that done I would have »o objection, but. the 
commissioner of baseball or as commissioner of baseball, I do not be- 
lieve I would be in a position of setting up the rules whereby he was 
to be elected. . That is a matter for other people outside the ‘business. 

Mr. Sincman. The chairman posed questions earlier today, in 
answer to which you indicated that you felt confident that there 
would be no complaint. by the players in the minor leagues concerning 
decisions, you. have made in the past, and I think you deferred, to Mr. 
Trautman concerning any questions we may have in that regard. 

Mr. Frick. Let’s get the. record straight on that. That was the 
interpretation you made. That is not quite right, because 1 don’t 
suppose the commissioner ever made a decision in his life where there 
wasn’t, complaint about it, because you are always against one side 
or another. If that is what you mean, then I think I would have. to 
change the record on that. U ndoubtedly there would be differences 
of opinion. 

Mr. SincmMan. I mean complaints on the score that. you were elected 
by one group, and not by the other. 

Mr. Frick. No complaints have come to me on that basis. 

Mr. Stneman. I should like to ask this question: By virtue of the 
fact that your contract of employment exists at the sole diseretion of 
the 16 club owners, do you not think that you-—and this is speaking 
quite theoretically and without. reference to any actual situat? on-—— 
are placed in a somewhat. awkward position when you are as' ed.to 
exercise objective and independent judgment in disputes. between 
the club owners and players? 

Mr. Frick, 1 don’t think so. It certainly has never been in my 
mind, 
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Mr. Stveman. Do you feel the same way with respect to disagree- 
ments between national association league owners and major league 
club owners ? 

Mr. Frick. Definitely. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think that if baseball is to enjoy continued 
exemption from the antitrust laws that this exemption might well 
at least be contingent upon baseball’s being controlled by a completely 
independent and representatively elected commissioner ? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think so. I don’t see where that affects it one 
way or the other. I think the history of the commissioner’s office, 
from the time of its inception, has been that, by and large, there 
have been complete confidence in the integrity of the man who was 
sitting there, whose judgment may be questioned, but I don’t think 
his integrity has been questioned. 

Mr. Stneman. If baseball were placed under the antitrust laws, 
disputes concerning the reasonableness of various practices restraining 
trade would come before judges who are appointed for life and who 
are therefore quite independent and iis Wei dle tonoone. Now, does 
it not seem that if baseball were given an exemption from these laws in 
order to save it the expense and harassment of litigation, that the least 
that baseball could offer would be a similarly independent commis- 
sioner answerable to no one? 

Mr. Frick. [ think that baseball has, as a peculiar situation, that 
very thing. I don’t think there has ever been any question in the 
minds of anyone. Some man who is going to sit in the commissidner’s 
chair has to be elected by someone, and once he sits in the chair he is 
going to accept the responsibility, if he has integrity of being com- 
pletely fair and completely impartial as God gives him the ability 
to be, and I don’t think the fact that the commissioner was elected 
by the players or by the national association or by the club owners 
would affect that one iota. 

The question was asked of me the last time I was on this stand 
as to whether or not I would have an objection to the players having 
a voice in the election of the commissioner, and I said that personally 
I would have no objection whatsoever if a proper procedure could be 
worked out to handle the situation. I rest on that statement. I still 
feel the same way. 

Mr. Stneman. You say that the commissioner has traditionally 
been a man of high integrity, and there is no question but that what 
you say is true. But in dealing with legislation possible contingencies 
have to be considered and it would seem a disturbing problem that 
every 7 years the commissioner is answerable to 16 club owners and 
to no one else in organized baseball which is comprised of 6,000 or 
7,000 people. This does not seem to be a problem to you; is that 
right? 

“Mr. Frick. In my experience as commissioner, I have never found 
a single time when I was bothered by that. It seems to me the ques- 
tion should be more properly—after all, I am the man who’ was 
elected. It seems to me that that question could more properly be 
put to other people than the commissioner, and it has to be their 
decision, not mine. 

Mr. Srveman. There has never been any question, of course, con- 
cerning you yourself, Mr, Commissioner. These questions are de- 
signed toward possible situations, and since you are the man serving 
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in the spot, it is felt that you would be, perhaps, the most expert to 
exercise judgment concerning the relationship of your office with the 
rest of baseball. 

Mr. Frick. I can only say to you, sir, what I said before. I tried to 
answer that, in my experience in the 6 years I have been here, I found 
no occasion to arrive at that conclusion, and I think I would if there 
had been bickering or if the question had been raised or if it made a 
lot of trouble. 

Mr. SinGMAN. Players are also not represented in the general man- 
agement of baseball. Are they included in the fociensiiabinis of the 
fundamental administrative documents, such as the major-league rules, 
major-league agreements, and so on ¢ 

Mr. Frick. Players have a voice in anything that has to do with 
player contracts, the provision of player contracts or operations within 
the bounds of player contracts, where they are affected. 

Mr. Stneman. But they have nothing to do with rule changes or 
changes in the agreements or changes in the basic constitution ? 

Mr. Frick. May I ask what sort of rule changes? Do you mean 
playing rules or rules of operation ; procedural rules ? 

Mr. Stneman. The Major-League Rules ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; they have some voice there. In case a rule is being 
changed which affects the player’s contract, his veteran status, his 
rights that come under this contract, the players are consulted, yes, 
through the representatives. 

Mr. Stneman. But rules that affect the players in matters not con- 
nected with the contracts, such as waivers, drafts—-— 

Mr. Frick. They have even a voice in the waivers. As a matter of 


fact, it was through conference with the players that the waiver rule 
was changed to omer that waivers can only be asked on 7 men at 1 


time, and that there could only be 2 withdrawals. That was in con- 
ference with and at the instigation of the players. So in that case 
they did have. 

n veteran status, when they changed from 10 to 8 years, obviously, 
whether they had a voice in that or not they would be for it, but 
nonetheless they were consulted. 

Mr. Roprno. You mean in conferences with players’ representa- 
tives? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; player representatives through the representative 
system we have set up. 

Mr. Stveman. Under the Professional Baseball Agreement as well 
as under the Major-League Agreement, the commissioner’s otherwise 
extensive power is limited, is it not, so that he cannot invalidate 
any action taken jointly by the two leagues or any provision of rules 
or basic agreement? Nor can he declare that the operation of any 
such action or rule is impractical or disadvantageous to baseball; is 
that not correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That istrue. I take it you are reading the exact verbiage 
in the book ? 

Mr. Stroman. Yes, sir. Does this not indicate that the major- 
league owners actually are unwilling to subject their own actions to 
the impartial judgment of an independent commissioner ¢ 

Mr. Frick. I submit, Mr. Singman, that you not stop reading there. 

96797—57—pt. 1——12 
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Mr. Sineman. The next paragraph qualifies that only a little bit. 

Mr. Frick. He may veto. He may notice an action. He may say 
this action doesn’t work out, and I don’t think this is a good rule, and 
I am submitting it to you for your reconsideration. ‘That the com- 
missioner may do. Then if he is overruled it is a good deal like your 
Presidential veto in our own form of government. I think this is to 
be said, if that case ever arose there is an intangible element there 
that influences it a great deal. The commissioner, if he wants to 
make public the fact that the owners have passed legislation which 
he thinks is bad, the minute he goes to the public with that, the status 
of the commissioner’s office is such that the owners would have to give 
it very, very careful consideration. There is that running for the 
commissioner, if you get what I mean. 

Mr. Stneman. Have you taken any action along that line in de- 
termining a rule or suggesting the owners’ action 

Mr. Frick. I have announced to the executive council one rule that 
Iam noticing. I have announced one. 

Mr. Srneman. Section 3 of article I of the Major-League Agreement 
provisos that among other things the commissioner may fine major 
eague clubs’ officers or employees or players for conduct detrimental 
to baseball; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Sineman. Is it not also true that in that section the commis- 
sioner’s power to impose a fine on a league or club is limited to fines 
not exceeding $5,000, whereas no limitation is placed upon his power 
to fine a player ? 

Mr. Frick. I think that is true. 


Mr. Srveman. Is it not true that, although the commissioner is 
empowered to declare a player temporarily or permanently ineligible 
to play in organized baseball, he has no similar power to peEnene the 


operating rights of a club for conduct detrimental to baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. I think the commissioner has from time to time. He 
can certainly bar a club official from participating in baseball opera- 
tions, from attending meetings, from doing all of the other things. 
He cannot take away from a man his personal property. That is a 
matter of law outside baseball. If you are a club owner, I could not 
say to you, “Mr. Singman, I am taking your property away from 
you.” I could say, “Mr. Singman, you cannot sit in meetings, you 
cannot function as an owner of your club, and you cannot, do those 
things.” 

Mr. Stneman. During the course of the hearings in 1951 there was 
some discussion concerning paragraph 9 (c) of the major league uni- 
form player’s contract, which provides that in the event there is an 
arbitration by the commissioner or a dispute between a player and a 
club that— 
the club, the league, and the commissioner or any of them may make public the 
findings, decision, and records of any inquiry, investigation, or hearing held or 
conducted, including in such records all evidence or information given, received, 
or obtained in connection therewith. 

At that time the committee suggested that this language might 
preclude the player from making public similar information and 
therefore it was discriminatory as against players. You and Mr. 
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Carroll both indicated, Mr. Commissioner, ‘you did not agree with that 
interpretation, whereupon the chairman of the committee asked, and I 
quote: 

If the player has the same right as the club, league, or commissioner to 
publish the records, are you willing to change the rule so as to include the 
player? 

Your answer was “Yes.” 

Why has this provision not been changed ? 

Mr. Frick. I have not the slightest idea. As a matter of fact, it is 
one of the things in your report, sir, I had given no thought to, I 
don’t know. 

Mr. Sineman. Mr. Porter or Mr. Carroll, can you answer the 
question / 

Mr. Carrotu. I have no recollection of any particular considera- 
tion of that. I do recall the colloquy at the time of the last hearing, 
and so far as I know the matter has never become a matter subject 
to practical application one way or the other. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think it might be advisable to permit player 
representatives to be present at meetings of the executive council or 
at meetings of major league club owners? 

Mr. Frick. They are. 

Mr. Sineman. At all times? 

Mr. Frick. Not at all times, no; but they are when any matter of 
player relationship is involved. 

Mr. Singman. Do you think it would be advisable to have them pres- 
ent at all times ?¢ 

Mr. Frick. You don’t think they want to be at all times? They 
made no request. They seemed perfectly happy with this arrange- 
ment. 

Mr. Stneman. If they did want to be, do you think it would be 
advisable ¢ 

Mr. Frick. I think any time the player representative came in on 
something he was interested i in and said, “I would like to listen to this” 

r “IT would like to discuss it,” he would be quite welcome. 

ain Sineman. Do you think the player representatives should be 
consulted with respect to majority decisions concerning the manage- 
ment of organized baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. No. 

Mr. Stneman. Is it not true that frequently baseball players learn 
over the radio or from the newspapers that they are being traded or 
sold rather than being notified by the club owner ? 

Mr. Frick. I wouldn't say that was common; no. They might be 
leoking for a chap. Radio gets on the air awfully fast, you know. 
The player may not be available, and when you go looking for him 
it is entirely possible they may make the announcement on the radio, 
but that is not common practice. 

Mr. Srneman. You feel the player should be informed immediately ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Stveman. The chairman asked some questions yesterday con- 
cerning the advisability of giving the players a portion of the consid- 
eration received for their sale or trade. I take it you oppose that with 
respect to lateral trades at least ? 
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Mr. Frick. I oppose any payment on a lateral trade. 

Mr. Sryeman. Do you think that it would be advisable to have a 
rule that permits players to get a specified percentage of the consid- 
eration for trades that are between leagues, between classifications? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think it is feasible, leaving out whether it might 
or might not be good. It is not feasible because it is almost impossible 
in most trades of that sort to determine a real valuation. Most of 
those are made in transfers of contracts, where there is no set amount 
to determine just what the value of this contract compared with all 
of the rest, I think, would make it utterly impractical. 

Mr. Stneman. Wouldn’t it be possible for this to be agreed upon 
between player and owner and then have some kind of arbitration 

rocedure similar to that for owners when they move into another 
ocation ? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think so. There are so many of them. The 
number of contracts transferred in the course of a baseball season is 
fantastic as you get down to the lower classification league. 

Mr. Trautman can tell you more about that than I when he comes 
on, but there is much of that, so much of a change of papers, that I 
am afraid our calendar of studying those things to arbitrate and es- 
tablish values would be much further behind than some of your courts 
are when you get through. It is not practical. I think we have a 
perfect system right now where you can’t give a portion on lateral 
trades and where the individual clubs can determine what they do 
when they are coming up. 

Mr. Roptno. Mr. Commissioner, I think this is a good time to take 
a break. We have a call of the House. We will resume at 2: 30. 


(Whereupon, at 12:30 p. m., the subcommittee recessed, to recon- 
vene at 2: 30 p. m. of the same day.) 
(Mr. Frick’s prepared statement is as follows :) 


STATEMENT OF Forp C. FRIcK, COMMISSIONER OF BASEBALL, BEFORE ANTITRUST 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 


At the invitation of your committee, I appear here today as commissioner of 
baseball to express my views on the proposed legislation before this committee 
which involves baseball. As I understand it, there are six such bills pending. 
The Celler bill (H. R. 5319) and the first Hillings bill (H. R. 5307) are identical 
bills designed to subject baseball completely to the antitrust laws. The Harris 
bill (H. R. 5383) would exempt baseball, football, basketball, and hockey. The 
Keating (H. R. 6876) and Byrnes (H. R. 6877) bills are identical and would 
declare baseball, football, basketball, and hockey subject to the antitrust laws 
except as to playing rules, organization of leagues, territorial rights, and employ- 
ment of players. The second Hillings bill (H. R. 8023) is identical with the 
Keating and Byrnes bills except that it limits the exemption as to players to the 
operation of a 3- to 5-year reserve clause. 

I would like first to comment on the Celler and Hillings bills which apply to 
baseball alone and which propose to subject baseball to the antitrust laws. It 
is my opinion, for reasons which I will explain, that any legislation which would 
place professional baseball completely under the antitrust laws would seriously 
injure professional baseball with no offsetting benefit to the public. 

In so saying, I do not mean to suggest that baseball is perfect, that various 
aspects of the game could not and should not be improved or that players and 
owners are in complete accord on all points. Nor do I mean to imply or con- 
cede that any of the existing baseball rules and practices violate the spirit or 
intent of the antitrust laws. What I do mean is that subjection of baseball to 
the antitrust laws is not a solution to any of the problems which I can see or 
which this committee studied in 1951. 

In 1951, I appeared before this committee on two occasions, the first as presi- 
dent of the National League and the second as commissioner of baseball. In 
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those appearances, I described in considerable detail the organization and prac- 
tices of organized baseball, with particular reference to the reserve clause and 
territorial rights. Since my testimony at those hearings is a matter of record, 
I assume that it will not be necessary or desirable for me to go into the matter 
at the same length now. I propose, however, in the course of this statement, to 
summarize for the sake of clarity and emphasis some of the points which were 
developed at the previous hearings. 

In 1951, baseball was involved in a number of antitrust suits attacking the 
reserve clause and asserting other claims against baseball. Three of those cases, 
Toolson, Kowalski, and Corbett were decided by the Supreme Court in 1953, when 
the Court dismissed the suits on the ground that the business of professional 
baseball is not within the scope of the Federal antitrust laws. In so doing, the 
Supreme Court followed its 1922 decision in the Federal Baseball Club case. 

Accordingly, as I understand it, the business of baseball is today in the same 
legal position it has occupied for the past 35 years, namely, not subject to the 
antitrust laws. 

The question naturally arises as to what public urgency now demands that 
baseball should be completely subjected to the antitrust laws. 


MANDATE FROM THE SUPREME COURT? 


I have heard it said that some have interpreted the opinion of the Supreme 
court in the Radovich case as giving Congress a mandate to bring baseball 
under the antitrust laws. I am not a lawyer, but I have read the Radovich 
opinion and I cannot reconcile the following language of the Court with such 
a mandate. In its Radovich opinion, the Supreme Court said (352 U. S. 450): 

“In Toolson we continued to hold the umbrella over baseball that was placed 
there some 31 years earlier by federal baseball. The Court did this because 
it was concluded that more harm would be done in overruling federal base- 
ball than in upholding a ruling which at best was of dubious validity. Vast 
efforts had gone into the development and organization of baseball since that 
decision and enormous capital had been invested in reliance on its permanence. 
Congress had chosen to make no change. All this, combined with the flood of 
litigation that would follow its repudiation, the harassment that would ensue, 
and the retroactive effect of such a decision, led the Court to the practical result 
that it should sustain the unequivocal line of authority reaching over many 
years. 

It seems to me that these same results would follow enactment of the Celler 
bill and that the Court would not have intended to direct Congress to do what 
the Court itself concluded would be very harmful to baseball. 

The fact that baseball is exempt and other sports are not seems to me a 
reason for examining other sports—as baseball was examined in 1951—and 
determining whether they should be accorded a like exemption. Certainly, 
it will not advantage other sports to bring baseball under the antitrust laws. 
Nor do I see any other advantage in so doing. 

I see, instead, burdensome and protracted litigation—litigation as to the 
reserve clause, litigation as to assignment of player contracts, litigation as 
to territorial rights, litigation as to formation of leagues. I see uncertainty 
and chaos for players and clubs. I see the magnificent player pension plan 
in danger of being terminated or curtailed. I see public suspicion of the in- 
tegrity and honesty of a game no longer allowed to regulate itself effectively. 
I do not see better baseball, or lower admission prices, or better ball parks, or 
anything better for the fan. In short, I see baseball set back 50 years. 


“BIG” BUSINESS 


I have also heard it said that baseball should be subjected to the antitrust 
laws because it is “big’ business. I submit, however, that the figures show 
that professional baseball has a very small place in the economic life of this 
Nation. The total gross income from all sources of all of organized baseball in 
the United States, major and minors, in 1956 was approximately $65 million. 
This is less than one-half of the 1956 volume of business done by a single depart- 
ment store in New York City. Each of more than 570 large corporations of the 
country had a gross income in 1956 which exceeded the gross income of all of 
baseball from all sources. Indeed, the net income of many of these corpora- 
tions, after taxes, was greater than baseball’s gross. I submit, therefore, that 
although it attracts very lerge public interest, baseball has very little economic 
significance. 
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I would like to digress a bit here to refer to the curious persistence of the 
notion that the Supreme Court held and baseball contends that baseball is a 
sport and not a business. The word “sport” was not used by the Supreme 
Court in either the Federal Club or the Toolson decisions, and baseball was 
called a business in both decisions—4 times in fact in the 6 sentences of the 
Toolson decision. Baseball does not claim it is not a business, and this com- 
mittee, in its 1952 report on baseball, realistically said that obviously baseball 
is both a business and a sport (report, p. 91). 

Whether baseball is the kind of business which, in the public interest, should 
be subject to the antitrust laws, would seem to be the basic question before 
this committee. I do not think it is that kind of business for reasons I will 
explain. 

UNIQUE CHARACTER OF BASEBALL BUSINESS 


The unique character of professional baseball was recognized by this com- 
mittee in its 1952 report, which said (p. 229) : 

“The subcommittee recognizes, however, that baseball is a unique industry. 
Of necessity, the several clubs in each league must act as partners as well as 
competitors. The history of baseball has demonstrated that cooperation in many 
of the details of the operation of the baseball business is essential to the main- 
tenance of honest and vigorous competition on the playing field. For this 
reason organized baseball has adopted a system of rules and regulations that 
would be entirely inappropriate in an ordinary industry.” 

The basis for those conclusions is fully presented in the 1951 proceedings of 
this committee. The ordinary concepts of commercial competition obviously 
cannot be applied to the competition between teams, which is the attraction of 
baseball. The product in which the public is interested is the baseball game. 
The public interest is in the uncertainty of the outcome and the fairness and 
honesty of that competition on the field. To require the teams jointly producing 
the game to abandon self-regulation and to engage in unregulated competition 
for players and for territorial locations would be disastrous. 

In my prior appearance before this committee in 1951, I expressed the view 
that the reserve clause and territorial rights were the keystones of the game. 
I still think so. 

RESERVE CLAUSE 


If the purpose and effect of subjecting baseball to the antitrust laws is to 
abolish the reserve clause, then I submit that the result will be the abolition of 
the professional game as we now know it. This would be to the detriment of 
players, fans, and club owners. I would not for one minute suggest the con- 
tinuance of the reserve clause if I thought it was detrimental to the interests 
of the players and could be discontinued without destructive harm to the game 
and the players. 

The history, purpose, and reasons for the reserve clause were fully developed 
in the 1951 proceedings before this committee and the committee concluded 
that professional baseball cannot operate successfully and profitably without 
some form of reserve clause (report, p. 228). 

As I understand it, a statute subjecting baseball to the antitrust laws might 
or might not affect the reserve clause. Undoubtedly, it would result in a flood 
of litigation testing the clause. After some years and at great expense, it would 
be determined whether or not the clause is a reasonable regulation under the 
antitrust laws. I think it is and should be held to be a reasonable and necessary 
regulation but we all recognize the uncertainties of litigation. 

If the result of the proposed statute should be elimination of the reserve clause, 
a chaotic scramble for player talent will ensue. The natural result will be a 
concentration of the best player talent in the clubs which are able and willing to 
spend the money necessary to outbid other clubs. Weaker clubs will be unable 
to compete. This was demonstrated by the early history of the game as told 
in this committee’s 1952 report. It is, of course, true that the reserve clause 
does not and has not achieved perfect equality of competition on the field, but 
without it a truly lopsided distribution of talent is inevitable. 

However, my greatest concern is with the effect on the integrity of the game. 
Since the establishment of the office of the commissioner, the commissioner's 
primary concern has been and should be the preservation of the integrity and 
honesty of the game on the field. I am thoroughly convinced that abolishing 
or seriously modifying the reserve clause will tend to destroy public confidence 
in the game and impair the morale of clubs and players. 
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To make this point clear, I would like to review briefly the early history of 
the reserve clause. 

When the National League was organized in 1876, it had no reserve rule. In 
less than 2 years of operation, the impossibility of maintaining the game without 
reservation of players became apparent. Players were constantly approached by 
other clubs with promises of future employment: games were thrown; players 
were disgruntled and unhappy and even honest players were under suspicion. 
In 1879, the National League adopted its first reserve rule permitting each club 
to reserve the services of five men by filing with the league president before 
the expiration of the season the names of the players whose contracts were 
reserved for the following season. Other clubs were forbidden by the rule to 
negotiate with these reserved players. The reservation of only five players 
proved inadequate and nonreserve players themselves objected to it as dis- 
crediting them as performers. The number of players subject to reserve was 
increased in 1883 to 11 and in 1884 to 12. In each instance. the pressure for 
increasing the number of reserved players came from the weaker clubs. 

The players themselves became restive and, in 1889, organized their own 
league and inserted a reserve clause in their own player contracts. In later 
peace negotiations with the National League, a three-man player committee, after 
lengthy deliberation, reported that it could find no substitute for the reserve 
clause. Since that time, the reserve clause has applied uniformly to all players. 
So far as I know, no substitute which does not threaten the integrity of the game 
has since been proposed. 

How could public confidence in player loyalty and will to win be maintained 
if the player, while playing for one club, may shop around for a job with an- 
other club against which he is directly competing on the field, or may be ap- 
proached with offers from several other clubs? It is not merely a matter of 
player honesty. In sports competition, players must be above suspicion. Pub- 
lic suspicion is bound to arise in a situation like this—player A is a star on 
club X. In a crucial series between clubs X and Y, player A commits a run- 
yielding error and strikes out with the bases full. Club X loses the game. It 
then develops that club Y has been negotiating with player A for his services 
for the next season and signs him. Even though player A was playing his 
very best, public criticism and loss of respect for A and for the game are in- 
evitable. Moreover, as the early history of the game demonstrates, cases may 
arise in which the suspicion might be justified. 

Player loyalty, team integrity, and will to win—these are indispensable in- 
gredients of public respect for the game. I have yet to hear of a proposal 
for elimination or modification of the reserve clause which will give any as- 
surance on these points. 

It has been suggested that a player be released from reservation after 3, 
5, 7, or 10 years. Mr. Hillings’ second bill, for example, would exempt from the 
antitrust laws a reserve clause which operated for 3 years, subject to a 2-year 
extension if the player’s salary were increased 15 percent in each of the fourth 
and fifth years. At whatever the point of his release from reservation, the 
player becomes then subject to these questions of loyalty. The suggestion that 
some, but not all, players be reserved raises the same problem as to the unre- 
served players. Also, the players not reserved might object to discriminatory 
treatment, as they did when the practice of a limited number of reservations 
was given a trial. 

The reserve clause has advantages for the player in that it increases the 
incentive of the club to exercise patience and make expenditures of time and 
money in his development. Many of our major-league players, including some 
of the stars, were slow in developing into major-league caliber. The active 
major-league players in 1956, other than 25 bonus players, had an average of 
4.13 years in the minor leagues. The production of major-league players is an 
expensive process, as testimony at the 1951 hearings of this committee showed. 
It seems unlikely that clubs will expend the time and money heretofore in- 
volved in that process if they stand in danger of losing the player at his peak. 
This, to my mind, will be to the disadvantage of most players and will lower 
the quality of play. 

No player has ever suggested to me that the reserve clause should be elimi- 
nated. Indeed, those who have discussed the matter with me have supported 
the continuance of the clause. It is my personal view that the reserve clause 
is a necessary protection for the reputation and development of the player as 
well as the game itself. 
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A questionnaire sent by this committee to sportswriters produced this result, 
as stated in the report (p. 208): “With almost complete unanimity, the baseball 
writers believe that the reserve clause is not only necessary to baseball but 
highly desirable; 96 writers were for the clause, 8 against it, and 1 had no 
opinion.” 

This committee, in its 1952 report, concluded that (p. 229) “the overwhelm- 
ing preponderance of the evidence established baseball’s need for some sort of 
reserve clause. Baseball’s history shows that chaotic conditions prevailed when 
there was no reserve clause. Experience points to no feasible substitute to pro- 
tect the integrity of the game or to guarantee a comparatively even competitive 
struggle. The evidence adduced at the hearings would clearly not justify the 
enactment of legislation flatly condemning the reserve clause.” 

The principal concern about the reserve clause expressed by this committee 
in its 1952 report, as I read it, was with the enforcement of the reserve clause 
against the player who signs with a club outside of organized baseball. At 
that time, major-league rule 15 provided that any player who jumped his con- 
tract or reservation should not be eligible to make application for reinstatement 
for 5 years. Rule 15 (b) provided that a player who, without permission, 
failed to report to the club within 10 days after the opening of the season would 
be ineligible. 

Since those hearings, the rules have been revised. The penalty of 5 years of 
mandatory ineligibility for a major-league player who jumps his contract or 
reservation was eliminated in December 1951. At the same time, provision was 
made that the player who failed to report within 10 days should be placed on 
a restricted list, from which reinstatement would be automatic upon applica- 
tion, rather than upon the ineligible list. By amendments adopted in 1952, 
only those players found guilty of misconduct, such as throwing games, under 
major-minor league rule 21, or moral turpitude, are placed on the ineligible list. 
Players who jump their contracts are placed on the disqualified list, and there 
is no longer any restriction on the time within which reinstatement may be 
applied for. 

There is now no rule barring prompt reinstatement of a player who jumps to 
an outside league. The policy of the commissioner and the president of the 
national association is to permit ready reinstatement of restricted-list and dis- 
qualified-list players. 

TERRITORIAL RIGHTS 


Territorial rights, along with the reserve clause, are, in my opinion, the key- 
stones of organized baseball. The present rules governing territorial rights are 
major-league rule 1 and major league-national association rule 1 and sections 
10.06-10.08 of the national association agreement. These rules and the base- 
ball map as they existed in 1951 are described in the 1952 report of this commit- 
tee beginning at page 189. Since that report was written, the major-league 
rules and the baseball map have undergone substantial alteration, and other 
changes appear to be in prospect. 

To facilitate the expansion of existing major leagues into other territory, 
major-league rule 1 (c) was amended in December 1952 to permit one major 
league to locate in a city not presently in the major leagues without the consent 
of the other major league. The former rule required the consent of both 
leagues for the inclusion in a major league of a city not presently a major- 
league city. Since that rule was so amended, the Boston National League Club 
moved to Milwaukee (1953), the St. Louis American League Club moved to 
Baltimore (1954), and the Philadelphia American League Club moved to Kansas 
City (1955). All of these moves were from 2-club cities, with the result that 
major-league ball was brought to 3 additional metropolitan areas, but each of 
the original major-league cities continued to have a major-league club. 

As the committee is aware, the National League has authorized transfer of 
its Brooklyn and New York Clubs to Los Angeles and San Francisco, respectively. 
If Los Angeles and San Francisco are to be included in the National League, 
notice of the intended moves must be made under major league-national associa- 
tion rule 1 (a) between October 1 and 31. 

The transfer of the franchise of a major-league club presents many difficult 
problems. It usually involves the rights of several parties and the relocation of 
one or more minor-league clubs. HExperience has proven that these problems can 
only be solved by the cooperative efforts of all concerned. 

Shortly after the conclusion of the hearings of this committee in 1951, the 
major leagues and the national association made provision to establish an open 
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classification of minor leagues for the purpose of enabling and facilitating the 
advancement of national association leagues to major-league status. The Pacific 
Coast League became an open classification league and is the only league in that 
status. 

Major league rule 1 was amended in 1951 to provide procedure and require- 
ments for changes of classification by a national association league to major- 
league status. This rule prescribes the procedure for change of classification 
and sets up standards of population, park capacity, attendance, schedule, mini- 
mum player salaries, players’ pension plan, etc. No application has yet been 
made for establishment of another major league, but it is my personal view 
that in the foreseeable future a third major league will come into being. The 
logjam which prevailed in major-league status for 50 years has been broken, and 
I predict that a good many changes are in the offing. The amended rules will 
facilitate such changes. 

Realinement of leagues and territories is not an easy or painless process, 
It has been given a great deal of study. The president of the national associa- 
tion and the commissioner have scheduled a meeting with presidents of the 
higher classification national association leagues to develop a constructive, 
long-term program in that direction. 

If the purpose and effect of legislation subjecting baseball to the antitrust laws 
would be to make baseball’s territorial rules illegal, a very chaotic and uncertain 
condition would follow. The present rules provide for an orderly process for 
including a national association city in a major league. The rules provide for 
agreed compensation or, failing that, for arbitration to determine what is rea- 
sonable compensation to the displaced club and its league. In the absence of 
these territorial rules, clubs presumably could relocate at will and without 
notice or compensation to other clubs and leagues. Under those conditions, I 
question whether responsible persons would be willing to invest in unprotected 
clubs in either major league or national association cities. I am also appre- 
hensive that, under those conditions, baseball would not be sufficiently well 
organized to finance and operate the players’ pension plan. 

The stability of organized baseball is dependent in a great degree on its terri- 
torial rights and rules. The present rules permit orderly expansion and realine- 
ment of clubs and leagues. The whole structure of organized baseball, with its 
climax of the world series, would, in my view, be imperiled if legislation is en- 
acted which destroys or limits territorial rights. The likely result will not be 
expansion of major league baseball but fragmentation of all organized baseball. 


PLAYER-CLUB RELATIONS 


The organization and rules of organized baseball have been evolved over the 
years out of the experience of men who have lived with the game continuously. 
They are not the product of any individual or any group, nor do they arise from 
purely selfish motives. The changes which have been made from time to time 
during my acquaintance with the game have been primarily designed to insure 
fair and honest competition, to preserve public confidence in baseball’s honesty 
and integrity and to improve player-club relations. Since the hearings before 
this committee in 1951, a number of rules and agreements have been adopted 
regarding player-club relations. 


Player representatives votes and meetings 


Under agreements between major league player representatives and club 
representatives adopted in 1954, the major league agreement was amended so as 
to provide that the player representative of each league shall be entitled to attend 
all meetings of the executive council at which matters concerning the stand- 
ard form of players contract, or its provisions or regulations, or the players’ 
pension plan are acted upon, and each player representative shall have the right 
to vote on such matters. Under the same agreement, the major league clubs meet 
with the player representatives once a year to discuss any matters of mutual in- 
terest between the clubs and the players. Arrangements have been made for 
meetings of the 16 player representatives 4 times a year. 

These agreements are set forth as exhibits to the booklet describing the major 
league baseball players’ benefit plan. This booklet is in the process of being 
printed, and as soon as it is ready I would like to present a copy of it for the 
record here. A copy of the players’ pension plan in its 1951 form was included 
in the record of this committee’s 1951 proceedings. 
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Players’ pension plan 

Under the 1954 agreements between club and player representatives, a pension 
committee was created with power to propose amendments to the pension plan; 
and the major league clubs agreed that, during the 5 years 1957 to 1961, 
inclusive, they would allocate 60 percent of the proceeds of the sale of radio and 
television broadcasting rights to world series and all-star games and 60 percent 
of the net gate receipts of the all-star game to a pension fund to finance the 
pension plan during that period. Pursuant to that arrangement, an amended 
pension plan has been adopted, effective April 1, 1957, with the approval of clubs 
and players. The plan, as amended, provides for greatly increased benefits 
and coverage and is the most generous of any employees’ pension plan in the 
country. Its establishment is an outstanding example of player-club cooperation. 

Under the amended plan, a player with 10 years of credited service may 
obtain a life pension beginning at age 50 of $175 per month, or a pension of $350 
if he chooses to postpone his benefits until age 65. A player with 20 years of 
service will be entitled to a pension of $275 per month at age 50, or $550 at age 65. 
In addition, provision is made for widows’ benefits, for hospitalization, and 
major medical benefits, and for disability benefits of $250 per month payable 
for life or until recovery. The plan has many other features which I need not 
go into here. 

The financing of this plan for the next 5 years is provided for by a contract 
which I entered into as commissioner with National Broadcasting Co. and the 
Gillette Co. for the sale of world series and all-star game radio and television 
rights for $3,250,000 per year. Of that sum, 60 percent, or $1,950,000, is to be 
allocated to the pension plan, together with 60 percent of the all-star game gate 
receipts. The players, individually, will also contribute to the plan. It is esti- 
mated that more than $2 million per year will be paid to provide the various 
pension benefits to major league players. 


Other player provisions 

In 1953, the major league rules were amended to provide that major league 
players with 8 years of major league experience cannot be assigned to clubs of 
lower classification without their written consent. This reduced the former 
10-year veteran rule to 8 years. 

At the playes’ request, the major leagues adopted a provision in 1954 advancing 
the date for tendering major league players’ contracts from February 1 to 
January 15. 

The regulations in the player’s contract were amended in 1955 to make it 
mandatory for a club to provide a medical examination of each player at least 
once each year at the club’s expense. At the same time, major league rule 9 (a) 
was amended to provide for payment of $300 to compensate players for loss 
on leases where their contracts are assigned between March 15 and the opening 
date of the season. 

Since the 1951 hearings, the major league player minimum salary has been 
increased from $5,000 to $6,000. The average salary in the same period has 
increased from $12,000 to approximately $15,000. 


Draft and waiver rules 

One of the subjects which I regard as very important and which was dis- 
eussed in the 1951 hearings is whether baseball rules permit a player to advance 
and play in the highest classification which his skill merits. Baseball, whether 
or not subject to the antitrust laws, must and does accept the challenge and 
responsibility of making sure that the controls granted by the reserve clause 
are not abused. This means that baseball rules should give players reasonable 
opportunities to advance as their ability warrants. For that purpose, baseball 
has evolved its draft and waiver rules. The draft rule gives a club of higher 
classification the right to select at the end of the season the contract of a 
player in a lower classification. The waiver rule provides that a major league 
player, for instance, cannot be sent to a elub or league of a lower classification 
unless waivers have first been obtained from all 15 other major league clubs. 
This waiver rule applies on down the line in the national association leagues and 
has the purpose of permitting the player to remain in the higher classification 
so long as his ability is such as to make him in demand there. These rules, 
coupled with the never-ceasing demand for skilled players, have in general 
served their purpose. But they are not perfect and baseball has an awareness of 
that fact. 

Criticisms have been made, both within and without baseball, that the exist- 
ing rules permit major-league clubs to retain players in the minor leagues longer 
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than their abilities justify. To eliminate opportunity for unfairness in that 
direction, I have recommended to the major league executive council and the 
council is recommending to the major leagues that the draft rule be amended 
to provide that any player who has been in the minor leagues for 4 years shall 
thereafter be subject to unrestricted draft by major league clubs each year he 
remains in or returns to the minor leagues. By “unrestricted draft,” I mean 
that any number of such 4-year players could be drafted from a minor-league 
club, provided, of course, the major-league clubs selecting the players have room 
for them on their rosters of 40. To protect minor-league clubs, such an amend- 
ment should be accompanied by equitable adjustment of the draft prices. 

I hope and have reason to believe that this proposed change (which must also 
be submitted to the national association for approval) will receive favorable con- 
sideration at the next legislative meeting of the major leagues in December. 


OTHER BASEBALL PROBLEMS 


Other problems which were discussed at the 1951 hearings, such as the minor 
leagues and the farm system are still with us. Mr. Trautman, president of the 
national association, will bring you up to date on the situation of the minor 
leagues which are now called national association leagues. Those leagues and 
clubs have diminished in number and many are having difficult financial prob- 
lems. The major leagues are seeking to assist by a $500,000 fund from which 
grants are being made to needy clubs. 

Baseball is continuing to grapple with all these problems. Some of them may 
not be subject to perfect solution. I feel strongly, however, that the subjection 
of baseball to the antitrust laws will not solve any of them, but will add many 
new and difficult problems. 

For all the reasons which I have stated, it is my opinion that the enactment 
of the Celler bill or the first Hillings bill would not be in the interests of the 
public, the players, or the clubs. 


EXEMPTION BILLS 


The other bills before this committee would exempt some of the activities 
of baseball, football, basketball, and hockey from the antitrust laws. I would 
like to make it clear that I am not undertaking to speak for any sport except 
baseball. At the same time, I should say: 

I have complete sympathy with the desire of these other organized team 
sports to be exempt from the antitrust laws. 

I believe that other organized team sports are entitled to the same treatment 
as baseball if they have similar problems and are conducted in a similar manner 
as baseball. 

In my opinion, organized team sports are not the kind of business which can 
survive if regulated under the concepts of commercial competition and monopoly 
which are the basis of antitrust laws. On the other hand, to permit self-regu- 
lation of such team sports outside the antitrust laws will not adversely affect 
the public interest or the national economy. 

As I understand it, this committee at these hearings will examine the structure 
and practices of these other team sports to determine whether they need and 
are entitled to exemption from the antitrust laws. I do not feel qualified and 
do not undertake to comment on or discuss the problems of sports other than 
baseball. 

If the committee should determine to recommend legislation exempting other 
team sports from the antitrust laws, it would be my hope that such legislation 
would not diminish the scope of the exempt status which baseball has occupied 
during the past 35 years. The Supreme Court has held “that the business of 
providing public baseball games for profit between clubs of professional baseball 
players” is not within the scope of the Federal antitrust laws. Naturally, base- 
ball would not favor legislation which diluted this position and does not believe 
such legislation is necessary or desirable. 

If baseball is to be included in legislation exempting other sports, I would 
hope that it would be under a bill which would declare that the businesses of 
such professional sports are not within the scope of the antitrust laws. It would 
seem that the Harris bill (H. R. 5307) in effect does this, and accordingly, if 
legislation as to baseball is deemed necessary, the Harris bill would be preferred 
by organized baseball. 

The Keating and Byrnes bills (H. R. 6876 and 6877) affirmatively provide that 
the antitrust laws shall apply to baseball, football, basketball, and hockey except 





172 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


as to playing rules, organization of leagues, territorial rights and employment of 
players. I recognize the constructive purpose of these bills. The stated exemp- 
tions cover activities which are peculiarly important to baseball and, I assume, 
to other organized team sports. However, counsel advised me that the declara- 
tion in such a statute that baseball is subject to the antitrust laws may well lead 
to burdensome litigation to determine which baseball activities are within or 
without the exempted categories. Baseball has had a great deal of protracted 
and expensive litigation during the past decade and it would certainly prefer to 
maintain its position under the Toolson decision. 

The second Hillings bill (H. R. 8023) is identical with the Keating and Byrnes 
bills except that instead of exempting ‘‘employment of players,” it exempts “the 
operation of a reserve clause in the player’s contract” for the first 3 years of 
his baseball employment, with a provision for an additional 2-year exemption 
if the player’s salary is raised at least 15 percent in each of the fourth and fifth 
years. I have already commented on the problems of player loyalty and public 
confidence in the game’s integrity presented by such a term reserve clause. 
Such a statute would leave the major leagues, for all practical purposes, without 
a reserve clause, since the average period of minor-league development for 
present-day major-league players is over 4 years. Such a clause would not fur- 
nish any incentive to a major-league club to organize and finance the develop- 
ment of players in the minor leagues. Moreover it would be detrimental to the 
player in that his salary for the first 3 years would be held down to the lowest 
minimum because an owner would insist that he would be required by Federal 
law to increase the salary 15 percent in the fourth and fifth years. Thus the 
player would not be able to bargain effectively for the real value of his services 
in the earlier years. 

In my opinion, a limited reserve clause would be detrimental to baseball— 
to the game’s integrity, to the player’s development and to club’s ability to plan 
and maintain a competitive team. 

Baseball today remains the Nation’s No. 1 game in popular interest. A survey 
made for us in 1955 showed that 94 percent of the people interviewed felt that 
baseball was still to be regarded as the national pastime. As an entertainment 
value, offering a 2%4-hour professional game at ticket prices ranging from 50 
cents to $3.50 in major league parks, it is a bargain. Baseball’s contribution 
to public welfare was described in my previous testimony and need not be re- 
viewed here. Interest in the playing of baseball among the youth of the country 
is growing by leaps and bounds through the development of Little Leagues, 
Babe Ruth Leagues, and the like, and the American Legion program, which is 
subsidized in part by the major leagues. It is estimated that this year as many 
as 7,500,000 persons are playing amateur ball—the largest number ever. Of 
these, some 2,500,000 will be getting some expert supervision. For most of them, 
the major leagues are an inspiration and for many of them, they are a goal. 
As commissioner and as a lifelong fan, I view with alarm any measures which 
threaten the structure of either amateur or professional baseball. 

In conclusion, I would like to say again that baseball has problems, that the 
persons in the baseball business are grappling with them constantly, but that 
legislation bringing baseball under the antitrust laws would, in my opinion, 
threaten the foundations of the national game without any benefit to the public. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


The Cuarrman. The committee will be in order. 

I understand Mr. Fiery, who is counsel of the American League, 
wishes to make a statement. 

We will be glad to hear from you. 


TESTIMONY OF BENJAMIN F. FIERY, COUNSEL OF THE AMERICAN 
LEAGUE 


Mr. Frery. Mr. Chairman, with reference to the question of the 
transaction between the Arnold Johnson Corp. and Messrs. Webb and 
Topping, under which the Yankee Stadium was sold and leased back, 
that transaction occurred in December of 1953. 
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At that time Mr. Arnold Johnson or any of his associates had not 
any connection with baseball. 

Subsequently, in 1954, in September of 1954, at a meeting of the 
American League when the acquisition of the Philadelphia club stock 
by Mr. Arnold Johnson was approved, it was approved on the condi- 
tion that the Arnold Johnson Corp. would divest itself of all interest 
in the Yankee Stadium, both as landlord and as a debtor to Messrs. 
Webb and Topping. 

Mr. Arnold Johnson advised, or his counsel—— 

The Cuarmmany. Is this in the form of a letter? 

Mr. Frery. Mr. Arnold Johnson, by his counsel, Mr. Vollers, by 
fetter, informed the American League office on March 17, 1955, that 
Mr. Arnold Johnson had divested himself of all stock in the Arnold 
Johnson Corp., that they had sold the stock to Mr. John Cox, of 
Chicago. 

The Cuarrman. John Cox? 

Mr. Fiery. John Cox—C-o-x. 

The Cuarrman. Who is John Cox? 

Mr. Fiery. Mr. Cox, as I understand it, is a businessman engaged in 
business in Chicago, and I don’t know his entire connections, but he 
has no connection whatsoever with the Kansas City club; and Mr. 
Vollers, in his letter to the president of the American League, advised 
that the sale of the stock of the Arnold Johnson Corp. was for cash, 
that there were no conditions as to reacquisition of it connected with 
the transaction whatsoever, so that we have been informed, and it is 
our understanding, that no stockholder of the Kansas City club, in- 
cluding Mr. Johnson, has any interest, direct or indirect, in the 
Yankee Stadium or any 

The Cuatrman. You base that statement on the letter that you 
received ¢ 

Mr. Fiery. On the letter. 

The Coamman. And you are going to submit that letter to us? 

Mr. Fiery. On Monday. 

In connection with the notes, the question was raised with regard to 
the votes that were given under that transaction. The notes were the 
notes of the Arnold Johnson Corp. and not of Mr. Arnold Johnson 
personally. 

Consequently, when the stock of the Arnold Johnson Corp. was sold 
to Mr. Cox, there was no obligation whatsoever as far as Mr. Arnold 
Johnson personally was concerned, or any stockholder of the Kansas 
City club was concerned, as being obligated to Messrs. Topping or 
Webb. 

= CHamrMAN. You don’t know anything about Mr. Cox at all;.do 
you? 

Mr. Fiery. I really don’t. I understand he is a very prominent and 
responsible businessman in Chicago. I don’t know his business con- 
nections; no, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You never met him? 

Mr. Fiery. I think I might have. 

The CuamMan. You might have. But you did not make any check 
as to his possible relationship with Mr. Johnson; did you? 

Mr. Frery. [ think he might be a friend of Mr. Johnson’s, as far as 
that goes. I don’t know whether he has any business relationship with 
him. I don’t know. 
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The Cuarrman.: Mr. Fiery, I just wanted to indicate that there are 
going to be other witnesses later on who are going to testify about 
this transaction, and I think it would be well for you to be on hand 
when they testify. We will try to keep you informed when they do 
SO. 

Do you intend to stay here throughout the hearings ¢ 

Mr. Fiery. I hope to be home over the weekend. 

The CuatruAn. We hope so, too. 

Mr. Frery. Yes, sir; I will be back. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Chairman, I have a few more questions for 
Commissioner Frick. 

I would like to ask you a few questions about the reserve clause, 
Mr. Frick. 

In order to refresh the recollection of the members and place this 
in proper focus, would you please briefly describe just what it is 
we are talking about when we talk about the reserve clause ? 


TESTIMONY OF FORD C. FRICK, COMMISSIONER OF BASEBALL— 
Resumed 


Mr. Frick. The reserve clause is a broad phrase that covers not 
only a particular thing, a part of the player’s contract which puts 
him on reserve, but also involves the rules of baseball in connection 
with that to enforce it still further. 

I think, Mr. Singman, unfortunately I have not in front of me 
testimony made on the records in 1951, but at that time the chairman 
will recall I went into a long dissertation on the reserve clause and its 
history and its origin and what the three rules were that combined 
to make our so-called reserve clause, and I would suggest that that 
is in your record. 

The Cuamrman. Why don’t we do this?) Why don’t we just lift 
out those old hearings my questions and your answers and put them 
right into the transcript? 

Mr. Frick. I think that would be fine, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrmMan. We will do that. 

Mr. Frick. Because I have not the material with me now to answer 
your question. 

(The material referred to is at pp. 295-347. ) 

Mr. Stneman. Is it not correct that in brief the reserve clause com- 
prises (1) a clause in the contract which states that the player shall 
play for no one other than the club that signs him; (2) the power . 
the commissioner to place the player on a restricted, disqualified, o 
ineligible list, depending upon which is applicable; and (3) the re- 
serve list itself, which must be filed with the commissioner each year 
by each club? 

Mr. Frick. That is all part of the operational reserve clause; yes, 
sir. 

Mr. Stneman. About how many players would you say are on the 
cumulative reserve list. filed.in your office ? 

Mr. Frick. At any given time the most that can be on a reserve 
list are 40 for each club. Now, if you mean through the years how 
many players have been reserved and have gone out t of baseball, that 
would be almost impossible for me to answer that. I honestly have no 
idea, but each year it is 40 for each one of the 16 clubs. 
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Mr. Stneman. Could you supply for the record, sir, the reserve 
lists accumulated for this year / 

Mr. Frick. For this year? 

Mr. Stneman. Yes. 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Stneman. At your convenience. 

Mr. Frick. It is just a matter of going to the files. We can get 
them to you very quickly. 

(The material referred to is at pp. 364-369. ) 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think that it might be fairer to impose 

sanctions for violation of the reserve clause only upon players or 
clubs who are part of organized baseball, rather than on organizations 
that have no connection with or ganized baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. I understand your questioning, Mr. Singman, and if I 
am wrong you can correct me; that is about ‘what happens today. 

We changed our rules, as I remarked in my statement following 
the last heari ings, and the policy of the present commissioner has been 
to employ sanctions—is that the word you used—against the club and 
the player and not against an outside club. 

Mr. Stveman. That is the policy; but is it not within the power of 
the commissioner to impose a boycott upon outside clubs to the extent 
of declaring ineligible or disqualifying any player that plays against 
such a club? 

Mr. Frick. Not ineligible any more; no, sir. 

Mr. Stveman. It is within your power to declare him ineligible 
under that section of rule 15 which I previously read, dealing with 
the best interests of baseball. 

Mr. Frick. Oh, the best interests of baseball, the clause we com- 
monly call conduct detrimental to baseball. Yes; that is a very broad 
authority. 

Mr. Stneman. Suppose a player would jump to an unauthorized 
club or league—and I understand there are none any more, but assum- 
ing one arises—suppose a player did jump to such a club, not vio- 
lating his contract but violating his reserve. What action would be 
taken ? 

Mr. Frick. May I illustrate that and see if Iam right? You mean 
that, suppose a player in organized baseball would jump, we will say, 
to an industrial league up in Minnesota, or something of the sort. 
The policy today is to reinstate that boy when he wants to come 
back. 

Mr. Stveman. When he comes back? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Then you would not apply the same sanctions that 
were applied against the Mexican jumpers ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. That rule was changed, as I explained 
in my statement. 

Mr. Stneman. And as soon as the player requested it he would be 
placed back on the eligible list ¢ 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Does that apply to a contract jumper as well as to a 
reserve jumper ? 

Mr. Frick. The contract jumper, I believe, goes on the disqualified 
list rather than the restricted list, where he actually jumps his con- 
tract in service, and the club also must request his reinstatement. 
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He goes to the club and says, “I am ready to play,” and the club 
then endorses his reinstatement. 

Mr. Stneman. And if such a jumper did go on to another club, it 
is your present policy not to boycott the club with which he plays; is 
that correct? 

Mr, Frick. That has been broadly our policy ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Suneman. You have indicated opposition to a reserve clause 
that is limited to the authorized number on the squad, which is 25? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Would you be in favor of a reserve clause that limits 
control of any single club to not more than say 40 or 50 players, 
whether that control be by contract, reserve, option, or working 
agreement ? 

Mr. Frick. I would have to think of that a little bit. I am not 
trying to frame my answer. I am trying to figure your question 
out. 

Mr. Stneman. Let’s put it this way: Perhaps we can get to it a little 
bit more clearly by asking you this: It is true, is it not, that today some 
major-league clubs control far more than 40 players by means of 
working agreements or by means of owning national association teams; 
is that not so? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; that is broadly true, except that there should be 
some qualifications to it. So far as the major-league club is con- 
cerned, at any given time the major-league club, as such, can control 
only 40 players, 25 active and 15 on option. Now a major-league club 
that owns a minor-league club, we will say, also indirectly, of course, 
controls those players, except that those players are subject to draft 
and subject to movement around. 

Let me see if I can illustrate a case in point: Your working agree- 
ment—it is not an active player, it is not a specific player that is con- 
trolled by your working agreement. 

Your working agreement almost never specifies a particular player 
unless it is a limited working agreement. Your standard workin 
agreement says that, in return for money provided or manageria 
services or the other things that the major league club provides, they 
will, before the end of the season, be entitled to select the contracts 
from the minor league club of X number of players unnamed. 

Mr. Stneman. Anyone on the team ? 

Mr. Frick. Sometimes they are that way and sometimes as limited 
number; yes. Once in awhile a working agreement will specify 
individuals, but that is a little unusual because the commissioners 
ruled if they specified an individual that individual has to count on 
their 40-player limit because they specify him. To all intents and 
purposes he is reserved. 

Mr. Stneman. My question again is this: Would you be in favor 
of a reserve clause which forbids major league clubs from controlling, 
directly or indirectly, whether by reserve or by working agreement, 
any more than say 40 or 50 play ers? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t think that would be a matter that would be 
handled through a reserve clause, Mr. Counselor. I can’t see where 
that would be under the reserve clause. I think that would have to 
be a setup limiting your farm system or limiting your number of 
working agreements or something of that sort. I don’t think the 
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reserve clause would enter into that particularly. I don’t think that 
is the field in which you would accomplish the thing you want to 
have in mind. 

Mr. Stneman. The problem that I am trying to focus attention 
on is this: Is it not a fact that, under the present system of working 
agreements and farms, some major league clubs can control, directly 
or indirectly, several hundred players, and by control I mean they 

“an see to it that each of these players remains on a minor league 
team and stays in a reserve status for that team and for no other team? 

Mr. Frick. That theoretically is true. Asa matter of actual prac- 
tice at the moment, the player supply i is so limited, the demand is so 
great, that the general practice is to bring players wp before they are 
ready rather than after. 

Now in my statement this morning just after the chairman left, 
the part I referred to, Mr. Chairman, when you were leaving and said 
I hope you got it, that I thought it would ‘interest you, I outlined a 
recommendation which the commissioners made to the executive coun- 
cil and which has been approved for submission by the executive 
council that is deemed to head off that very thing you are talking about, 
and that was simply this: That at the end of 4 years in the minor 
leagues a player becomes immediately subject to unrestricted selection 
and remains subject to unrestricted selection so long as he is in the 
minor leagues or if he returns to the minor leagues. 

That simply means that there can be no coverup. There can be 
no suspicion of coverup. If you are Brooklyn, we will say, and own 
the Montreal ball club and you have on that club 23 players, or what- 
ever their player limit is, on their player rostrum, any man on that 
club who has had 4 years of experience can be selected by any major 
league club anywhere and make sure that he gets up. He cannot be 
held. 

The Cuarrman. That would be a great help for diversification, and 
I think it would strengthen 

Mr. Frick. I think, “incidentally, that is the answer to the sugges- 
tion that was made by a previous witness here this morning, the ‘Con- 
gressman from Massachusetts, and much less cumbersome than limit- 
ing your reserve clause to 4 years and having everybody free agents. 
This ace omplishes the same thing within the structure of baseball. 

The Cuarrman. I don’t know if you can answer this: Let’s take 
one club—the Yankees, for example. Offhand, how many players 
does the Yankee Crgakinahen control, directly or indirectly, through 
these various methods? 

Mr. Frick. Not as many as some other clubs presently, Mr. Chair- 
man, because the Yankees now, to the best of my recollection, have 
very, very few owned clubs and not too many working agreements. 

The CHarrMan. About how many players would be controlled? 

Mr. Frick. I suppose, covered by their right to select working- 
agreement players plus their—my soul, that would be just strictly a 
guess. I really don’t know. It would not be the great five or six 
hundred figure that has been mentioned here from time to time. It 
would probably be over a hundred. 

The CHarrmMan. And can you give me a rough guess as to how many 
the Dodgers control? 
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Mr. Frick. What I would rather do, Mr. Chairman, if I may, ve- 

‘ause this is all guess, I would rather supply you, if it is any value 
to you, with a list of owned clubs and their working agreements, who 
have them and who they are with. 

The Cuamman,. Fine. If you will supply us, then, with the number 
of players each major league club has under its control, directly or 
indirectly, in the manner indicated by the testimony ¢ 

Mr. Frick. That I shall do. 

The Cuatmrman. And the names and so forth? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Porter tells me that is already in the record, Mr, 
Chairman. It has been supplied. 

Mr. Stneman. I believe, Mr. Commissioner, we only have repre- 
sentative examples of working agreements. 

Mr. Frick. Oh, I see. 

Mr. Stneman. And we do have a list of those clubs who have work- 
ing agreements with major league clubs, but we don’t have the num- 
ber of players that each major league team controls. 

Mr. Frick. That will be provided. 

(The formation referred to is at pp.1901-1903.) 

Mr. Stneman. Of course, the point that we are driving at is that 
under this system it is possible, through the reserve clause, through 
the draft limitations, and through the use of optional assignments, 
for a major league club to prevent the advancement of a minor league 
player for7 years; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Frick. A maximum of 7 years. He can stay down in the minor 
leagues 4 years. Then if he comes up—that is as long as you can 
keep him down there. 

You either have to bring him up outright or you have to do some- 
thing. You can’t hold him any more. 

Then when he comes to the major leagues, he can be optioned up 
to 3 vears. 

However, he is then, to all intents and purposes, a major-league 
ballplayer. I mean, he has this running for him. He has signed 
a major-league contract, gets a major-league salary. His salary is 
guaranteed though he is down in the minors. He is still getting his 
major-league salary, so he has that protection. There is another 
rule in there, and perhaps I have been talking too long and I have 
become confused. It is not clear in my mind what the rule is, but 
there is a provision that the years of service count against that 
option too. For instance, if he is up 2 years, I think he can only be 
optioned once after that. 

[am not clear in my mind as to the rule. I would like to look that 
up in the blue book and put it to you in writing. 

The CHAtRMAN. You can correct your testimony. 

Mr. Frick. Thank you, sir. 

I would like to correct my testimony on that. 

(Mr. Frick later supplied the following :) 

Under Major-League Rule 10 (c), for the first 3 years of major-league service 
a player may be optioned without waivers—with major-league salary guar- 
anteed. After 3 years of service, a player may not be optioned without waivers, 
even though he may not have been optioned at any time during those + years. 

Mr. Stveman. Let’s assume a player is held 4 years on a triple A 
club. then is optioned out for 3 years by a major-league team and then 
the major-league team decides to sell him outright to a farm team 
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that they control. If they were to send him to a farm team where 
there are other 4-year men who are of major-league caliber, it is at least 
conceivable, is it not, that, without your amendment to the draft, that 
a player could remain as much as 9 or 10 or 11 years in the minors 
without ever being drafted ? 

Mr. Frick. He would be subject to unrestricted draft then, if he 
had major-league status, and went back down—he would be subject 
to selection. 

Mr. Srneman. He would be subject to selection ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir; even under the old rule. More so under the 
one I have outlined that we are proposing. 

Mr. Stneman. At this point I would like to sum up the effect of 
your testimony on these bills, Mr. Frick. 

I take it that baseball’s primary concern is that if its present exemp- 
tion under the antitrust laws were taken away, that certain practices 
that baseball now follows and considers essential to the sport would 
be threatened with extinction; is that correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Stneman. Would it be fair to say that among those practices 
the most important are the reserve clause, the territorial franchise 
restrictions, the selection system, and waivers? 

Mr. Frick. I think they are all part. The waivers, as a matter 
of fact, I don’t know that they would be subject to anything, because 
a Waiver is put in to offset the reserve clause. The waivers are put 
in as a compensation to protect the player who is under reserve. The 
purpose of waivers is to keep him; to protect him in his highest classi- 
fication as long as he can perform for anybody up there. 

Mr. Sinaman. But it forbids major-league owners from selling 
players to others unless they are waived ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right; yes. 

Mr. Stneman. In that sense it is a restriction upon their right to 
sell ¢ 

Mr. Frrox. Restriction on the owner; not on the player. Protection 
for the player and restriction on the owner. 

Mr. Srneman. That is right. I take it those and the farm system 
that. we have just been talking about are the chief ones. 

Now as you have indicated before, most of these practices are con- 
sidered by you and by counsel for baseball as virtually essential to 
the continued operation of the sport as we know it. Is that right? 

Mr. Frick. I feel so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. And in that posture you have assured the committee, 
in 1951 as you have today, and I think Mr. Porter assured the com- 
mittee in 1951 without dispute on the part of the Department of Jus- 
tice, that these practices of baseball would, if they were brought before 
the courts, be considered under the rule of reason in antitrust 
prosecutions. oie : 

In these circumstances is it not at least quite probable that courts 
would not strike them down in toto? 

The Cuarrman. Do you understand that? 

Mr. Frick. I understand that, I think, Mr. Celler. Tam not so sure. 
Yes: I think Ido. And, of course, my answer to that is what I said in 
my testimony, that we recognize that, under the antitrust laws, they 
are subject to question. Reasonableness is a thing that has to be 
determined by litigation, and reasonableness can change as you get 
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into different courts. Our objection to that approach is that imme- 
diately we face a tremendous amount of litigation on this reasonable- 
ness thing, and too much litigation 

The Cuamman. Do you Feel that you can’t tell what the courts 
might under certain circumstances rule as to what. is reasonable and 
what is not reasonable? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. I do not believe you and I can determine 
reasonableness in the opinion of the court here or the court there. 

The Cuarman. Mr. Frick, what Mr. Singman seys is this, that by 
application of the rule of reason no industry could be destroyed, even 
if it were subject to the antitrust laws. 

But you feel that under the circumstances you would rather not take 
your chances? 

Mr. Frick. I certainly would rather not; yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. But you think that it would impose a considerable 
burden for baseball to operate under this kind of uncertainty / 

Mr. Frick. I think it would be very difficult. I think it was recog- 
nized in the Toolson decision, even by the court, that that might lead to 
harassment and litigation—endless litigation. 

Mr. Srneman. In these circumstances and in view of this pro- 
tracted discussion that we have had, Mr. Commissioner, do you feel 
that you, on behalf of organized baseball, are in a position to certify to 
this committee or can make, and I quote from Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Hansen’s statement, “A very strong and clear showing that” 
baseball—he said team sports—“cannot survive under the present 
status of antitrust application” ? 

Mr. Frick. I do not say that [ or anyone can say that baseball under 
given circumstances cannot survive. That is a very, very broad state- 
ment, and if 1 want to be honest I have to admit that. I can say 
that I think the survival of baseball would be seriously in question, 
and I think the survival of baseball clubs in leagues, if only through 
the cost of litigation, would be-—— 

The CuarrmMan. In other words, I take it that baseball would be 
sorely put to it, and that is there would be a grave possibility baseball 
night not survive. You might be able to live under very strained 
conditions or something like that; isn’t that what you are saying? 

Mr. Fricx. That is exactly my stand. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Streman. Then if this committee were to follow your sugges- 
tion, it would have to refuse to follow Judge Hansen’s suggestion; is 
that not correct ? 

The Cuarrman, That is right; yes. 

Mr. Frick. Yes; I think that is true. 

Mr. Stneman. Thank you, sir. 

The Cuatrman. It has been a rather hard cross-examination to 
which you have been put and I do want to compliment you. You 
have been very fair and forthright in your answers, and I think we 
are very grateful to you and to Mr. Porter and to your various col- 
leagues for your cooperation. 

You have the right, of course, to insert anything in the record that 
might be necessary, in your estimation, to support the thesis that you 
have developed here. The record will be kept open for a considerable 
period for that purpose, and Mr. Porter likewise can insert in the 


record anything he wishes, that may be material. 
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Again we want to thank you. 

Mr. Mitier. May I just make an observation ? 

The Cuarrman. Certainly. 

Mr. Mixer. I would like to say first that I _— with my distin- 

ished chairman in commending you for what I consider to be, Mr. 
Ciasasieciones, a very excellent statement of this whole problem. 

I think that as far as I am concerned I would take your judgment, 
with your background of experience, over Judge Hansen’s as to what 
would be best for the future of baseball. I think it can well be stated, 
Mr. Commissioner, that I think we will have fallibilities and even the 
chairman, I understand, today agrees that some commissions in our 
Government don’t operate satisfactorily in all circumstances, and to 
that I subscribe wholeheartedly, but I think that you people in base- 
ball, without governmental interference and without Government re- 
striction, have done a mighty big job to promote the integrity of the 
game and to promote the best interests of management, the players, 
and the public, and I commend you not only for your statement but 
for your past performance in that field. 

Mr. Frick. Thank you very much, Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Chairman, may I say in the record, please, before I leave the 
stand, that I also appreciate the kindness and consideration your com- 
mittee has extended to me. 

I have to go back to New York and go to work on other things, but 
I want you to know that if there is any information that I can furnish, 
any material that I can get to you that will help solve this problem 
that I know is bothering you as it is us, you have only to ask and it 
will be there. 

The Cuarrman. I would like to have the privilege, and I am sure 
the other members would, if necessary, to confer with you and your 
counsel, perhaps at a subsequent period after we have heard more testi- 
mony from others who are interested in these various subjects. 

This is a very tough assignment we have, Mr. Commissioner. You 
can see it. 

Mr. Frick. I understand that. 

The Cuairman. We not only have to offer some legislation with 
reference to baseball, but we have to contend with all these other 
sports. You cannot treat one sport one way and another sport another 
way. You can’t make fish of one and fowl of another. We have a 
herculean task before us, and any aid that you can give us I assure 
you would be welcome and most helpful. 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, I will be completely at your service at 
any time in anything I can do, and again thank you all very much 
for your courtesy. 

Mr. Rovino. Before the Commissioner leaves here may I add this: I 
was happy to note that. the Commissioner, although, of course, he 
is most interested in baseball, nonetheless recognizes the problems that 
confront us in connection with the other sports. I was happy to have 
him make the observations he did in relation to the other sports, 
which indicates that he shows no actual preference, although he does 
display this great interest in baseball. 

Mr. Fricx. I have a preference? 

Mr. Roprino. Yes. 


Mr. Frick. Thank you very much, sir. 
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The Cxatrman. The last witness today is Mr. George M. Traut- 
man, president of the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues. 

Mr. Trautman, you have been very patient, and we expect a great 
deal of help from you. . 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE M. TRAUTMAN, PRESIDENT OF THE NA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUES; 


ACCOMPANIED BY PHILLIP PITON, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESI- 
DENT 


Mr. Trautman. I hope I shall not disappoint you, sir. Mr. Chair- 
man, I have with me here, looking after my files and references, Mr. 
Phillip Piton, who is my assistant in my office at. Columbus. 

The Carman. We are glad to have him here. 

_Mr. Trautman. Because there are new members of the committee 
since I appeared in 1951, I thought that perhaps it might be in order 
to give a little background for the benefit of the new members of 
the committee. 

The Cuamrman. All I can say is that you are just as good looking 
as ever. 

Mr. Trautman. You know, you and my grandchildren are the 
only people that have that idea. 

I am George M. Trautman, president-treasurer of the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, and I appear before 
you in response to an invitation to express my views on legislation 
pending before your committee concerning the applicability of the 
antitrust laws to professional sports enterprises. 

The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues is 
that segment of so-called organized baseball which encompasses all 
leagues other than the major leagues. There are 28 national asso- 
ciation leagues today, which operate in 37 of the 48 States, as well as 
in 19 cities in Canada,,Mexico, and Cuba. 

In addition, the national association assists many of its players in 
obtaining winter baseball employment with clubs in Mexico, Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Panama, the Dominican Republic, and Colom- 
bia through cooperative agreements with leagues in those countries. 

[ have been president of the national association since January 1957. 
Prior to that time I held the presidency of an American Association 
club, the presidency of the American Association of Professional Base- 
ball Clubs, and the general managership of a major league club. 

In 1951 I appeared before this committee, as president of the na- 
tional association, at which time I detailed: (1) The structure of the 
national association. (2) The functions of its officers, including myself 
and the executive committee. (3) The organization of my office in 
Columbus, Ohio, which is operated with 13 full-time employees. 
Through the years a master file has been compiled which recoris the 
contractual records of over 200,000 players. (4) The rules under 
which the national association operates. (5) The uniform player con- 
tract used in the national association. (6) The provisions of the rules 
covering assignment of player contracts. (7) The rules’ provisions 
governing the various lists upon which players appear. (8) The 
player limits of national association clubs. (9) The salary limits of 
national association clubs. (10) The operatton of the selection system 
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within the national association. (11) A breakdown showing the voca- 
tions of 2,287 men and women, whose avocation was acting as officers 
and directors of national association clubs in 1951, only 291 of whom 
could be classified as making their living as baseball executives, indi- 
cating that an overwhelming majority of those engaged in the opera- 
tion of national association clubs are motivated far more by community 
pride and love of the game than they are by profit. 

Since my testimony at the former hearing is a matter of record, it 
would be repetitious for me again to go into detail, and I will try to 
confine this statement to my views on the effect on baseball of legisla- 
tion subjecting it to the provisions of the antitrust laws. 

Commissioner Frick, in his testimony, has gone into considerable 
detail as to the necessity for and the reasonableness of the reserve 
clause as it affects professional baseball as a whole. I fully endorse 
what he has said, but I do wish to point out the particularly vital role 
which the reserve clause plays in the year-to-year operation of national 
association clubs and leagues. 

In addition to providing wholesome recreation for the local citi- 
zenry, national association clubs are prep schools for the training and 
development of major-league players. This is borne out by the fact 
that less than 15 of the 640 players on major-league rosters today 
started their careers with major-league clubs. The balance advanced 
to the major leagues from national association leagues. The clubs of 
the B, C, and D classifications are the true apprentice clubs, for the 
young players receive their training in these leagues not only for fu- 
ture major-league service but also for service in the higher classifica- 
tion national association leagues. Truly it may be said, “they earn 
while they learn.” The youngster enters professional baseball volun- 
tarily and has full freedom of choice as to the club with which he 
signs. He is under no compulsion to contract with any particular club. 

It must be remembered that the clubs in the leagues of lower classi- 
fication are maintained and financed by public-spirited citizens who 
take a civic pride in having a baseball team represent their commu- 
nity for the purpose of providing wholesome recreation for the men, 
women, and children of the community. These clubs are not oper- 
ated on a basis of financial gain, and the records show that through- 
out the years a majority of them sustain financial losses more often 
than they break even. If these clubs do not have the protection of the 
reserve clause to give them reasonable assurance of continuity of 
player personnel for their teams, the incentive to maintain the clubs 
would be lost. The history of baseball discloses that, without the pro- 
tection of the reserve clause, the smaller and weaker clubs are quickly 
eliminated because of migration of the better players to the more 
wealthy clubs. 

The training and development of young players is expensive, and 
it would seem no more than simple justice that the club which has 
developed a player to the point where he is an asset instead of a lia- 
bility should be entitled to the benefit of his services. What incentive 
would there be for a club to expend its money and energy in the devel- 
opment of a young player only to find at the end of the season that, 
because of the absence of a reserve clause, the player would become a 
free agent ? 

The players themselves realize the importance of the reserve clause, 
knowing better than anybody else that competition on the field of play 
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is the life of the game and that the reserve clause makes it possible for 
clubs to build maintain competitive teams. 

I have recently read a proposal under which players would become 
free agents after 5 years of service. This is what is contemplated by 
Mr Hillin s’ second bill. To ascertain the immediate effect of adop- 
tion of such a proposal, I checked the national association records to 
determine what percentage of the 3,443 players, who were reserved 
at the conclusion of the 1956 season, wat be entitled to free agency. 
The record is as follows: 


Number of | Number with Percentage 
Classification players re- | 5 or more sea- | with 5 or more 

served on | Sons of service | seasons of 

active list service 


164 | 
303 | 
297 | 
192 
226 | 
116 | 
38 | 
1, 836 

To eliminate the reserve clause would adversely affect not only the 
national association clubs but also thousands of players and literally 
millions of fans. 

Territorial rights are indispensable to the preservation of national 
association baseball. This is especially true of the clubs in B, C, and 
D classifications, which are located principally in small towns and 
cities in more or less sparsely populated areas which, of necessity, 
limit the number of persons available to the clubs as patrons. 

It is a fact that in a majority of cases the clubs in these classifica- 
tions are organized in response to local demand for professional base- 
ball and operate primarily as civic enterprises out of a sense of com- 
munity loyalty and pride. 

National association baseball is far from a profitable sport, as is il- 
lustrated by a survey I made of the results of the 1955 operations. Of 
the 123 national association clubs which responded to my question- 
naire, only 23 reported having made a profit, while 100 reported sub- 
stantial operating losses. The following is a summary of the survey 
by classifications : 


Profit-and-loss experience of national association clubs for year 1955 


Class Number of | Number of | Number re- | Number re- 
clubs answers porting profit | porting loss 
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It would seem from the study of the foregoing that the economic 
limitation for the lower classification clubs is a much more potent limi- 
tation than that provided by the territorial-limit rules. If it is diffi- 
cult under present conditions to support even 1 club within the terri- 
torial limit provided by the rules, it follows that 2 or more clubs 
certainly could not exist in the same limited area. If the clubs in 
the lower classifications are to enjoy more success in their struggle to 
exist than they have in recent years, they certainly need an area in 
which they can operate free from interference by other clubs in 
organized baseball. 

It may be said by some at this point that the territorial-rights rules 
should afford the club protection not only against physical invasion 
by another club through the playing of a baseball game, but also from 
radio and television programs of other clubs as, for example, the pro- 
tection afforded the national association clubs by old major league 
rule 1 (d), which provided that a major-league club could not author- 
ize the broadcast or telecast of its games from stations located outside 
its own home territory and within the home territory of another club. 
Unfortunately for the national association, the Justice Department 
insisted upon repeal of this rule. 

This is an illustration of how the attitude of the Department of 
Justice toward the applicability of the antitrust laws to baseball has 
definitely hurt national association clubs. 

Of course, any club which is not in organized baseball is at full lib- 
erty to come into a territory and operate, and the club of organized 
baseball already operating in the territory is powerless to do anything 
about it even if it wished to doso. This also illustrates the fact that 
it is not necessary to subject baseball to the antitrust laws in order that 
there may be competition within the game. 

The territorial-rights rule is nothing more or less than a recognition 
of the economic fact that it is far better that 1 club shall be able to 
live within a given territorial limit than that 2 or more shall die at- 
tempting to operate within the same limit. The primary, if not the 
sole, purpose of the rule is to preserve conditions under which some 
baseball may be played rather than to limit the amount which may be 

layed. 
- principal complaint against the territorial-rights rule has been 
that it has served to deter the advancement of qualified cities to major- 
league status, or to a higher classification within the national associa- 
tion. Three very important changes in major league alinement have 
been accomplished since the last hearings conducted by this committee, 
and others are under active contemplation. But these movements to 
the major leagues do not tell the whole story, for many national asso- 
ciation cities have reached for and have been granted higher classifica- 
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tion status within the national association. The following is a year- 
by-) -year r record of these advancements since 1952: 


Classification 
Club 


ln bad y 
| From—} Ba 


aa | ‘os aaah came Bw 
Open Abilene, Tex 

| Open Albuquerque, N. Mex 
Open || Amarillo, Tex. ._._- 
Open || Clovis, N. Mex 

|} Open || Denver, Colo 

| Open || El Paso, Tex 

Open Eugene, Oreg 

Open Johnstown, Pa 

AAA |} Lubbock, Tex 
Omaha, Nebr... 
Pampa, Tex. 
Plainview, Tex 

Reno, Nev 

Texas City,Tex 


Hollywood, Calif 
Los Angeles, Calif 
Oakland, Calif 
Portland, Oreg 
Sacramento, Calif sade 
San Diego, Calif ee 
San Francisco, Calif 
Seattle, Wash ib baldadl 
Charleston, W. Va____- 
Gastonia, N. C 
Longview, Tex 
Kennewick, W ash__ 
Salem, Oreg E 
Spokane, Wash ; " 
Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, Canada. | 
Victoria, British Columbia, 
Canada. 

Wenatchee, Wash__ 
Yakima, Wash nea 

1953: No advancements. 

1954: 
Allentown, Pa__.......--- 
Blackwell, Okla 
Charlotte, N. C 
Colonial Heights, Vz 
Havana, Cuba 
High Point, N.C 
Iola, Kans 
Knoxville, Tenn 
Maryville, Tenn 
Harlan, Ky ' 
Kingsport, Tenn- -_- 
Middlesboro, Ky 
Morristown, Tenn 
Richmond, Va 
Tallahassee, Fla 


> >> > > > > > 


BHO PPP Pe Pe > 
>>> >> p> b> 


|} 1956: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex 

Amarillo, Tex 

Austin, Tex. __- 

Ballinger, Tex 

Carlsbad, N. Mex-- 

Hobbs, N. Mex 

Kinston, N. C___.--- 

Knoxville, Tenn 

Miami, Fla 

Midland, Tex 

Montgomery, Ala_- 

Roswell, N. Mex 

San Angelo, Tex 

Topeka, Kans — 

Vancouver, British Colum- | | 
bia, Canada <kSox d | Open 

Wausau, Wis : 

Wichita, Kans : f A A \ 

Wilson, N. C > B 


a 
w 


bet ed 
~~ 
> 
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- 


Aa 
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Much has been said about the effect upon the national association of 
the loss of some of its better cities to the major leagues. Although 
these losses have caused some severe disruptions, we of the national 
association recognize the inalienable right of every individual—and 
every city—to seek the highest possible ‘level. All'we ask is that the 
movements to higher status be accomplished through the orderly 
method prescribed by the rules. Midseason bombast, in my opinion, 
definitely does not conform to orderly procedure. Somehow the na- 
tional association will continue to survive. We have found a way in 
the past. We will find a way in the future, so long as we are able to 
operate in our Beret climate, a climate which has served us so well 
through the yea 

Action was ts aa by the major league and national association elubs 
in the year 1952 to create the so-c alled Open classification in the na- 
tional association, and the Pacific Coast League immediately availed 
itself of the opportunity created by this classification. Open classi- 
fication will continue to be available for the accommodation of any 
league which is able to qualify. 

Other important improvements have been made in the national as- 
sociation since the last hearing. High on the list is one made in the 
uniform player contract in December of 1952. Up to that time the 
contract did not spell out any means for its termination on application 
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by the player, and the right given the club to terminate it was an un- 
qualified one. In December 1952 a provision was inserted in it for 
its termination upon application by the player, and the right of the 
club to terminate it was limited, in terms, to cases where the player 
(1) fails, refuses, or neglects to conform his personal conduct to 
standards of good citizenship and good sportsmanship, or to keep 
himself in first class physical condition, or to obey the club’s require- 
ments respecting his conduct and service; or (2) fails in the opinion of 
the club’s management to exhibit sufficient skill or competitive ability 
to qualify or continue as a member of the club’s team; or (3) fails, re- 
fuses, or neglects to render his services under the contract or in any 
other manner which materially breaches the contract. 

At the same time this change was made in the contract, a rule was 
adopted under which the club is held liable to an injured player for 
hospitalization and medical expense to the extent such expense would 
be covered by workmen’s compensation insurance or its equivalent. 
Although national association clubs had, as a matter of practice, very 
generally accorded their players this protection, there was no rule up 
to that time which specifically required the club to do so. 

In December of 1953 the major league and national association 
clubs took cognizance of the difficulties being experienced in the class 
B, C, and D leagues, which, as already explained, are the prep schools 
for all professional baseball, and adopted legislation of very great 
benefit to the stabilization of these clubs. This legislation consisted 
of the stipulation of certain substantial minimum payments to such 
clubs for the right of higher classification clubs, under working agree- 
ments, to select five or more player contracts. 

In December 1952 an amendment was adopted, under which the 
monthly salary limits for clubs in classes A, B, C, and D were increased 
by an “extra allowance” of $600 per club. 

One of the things which has disturbed me from time to time has 
been statements about the “peonage” in the lower minors because of 
extremely low salaries. Just recently one such report carried a state- 
ment to the effect that players in the lower classifications were paid 
$100 to $200 per month, and left the impression that such was the 
normal scale in the lower classifications. 

I fully realize that the salary-limit rules, as set forth in the blue 
book, are extremely complex and that it would be easy for a person 
who is not close to actual operations to arrive at ah a conclusion 
from a casual study of these rules. However, the facts do not bear 
out this unfortunate impression, as I think will be demonstrated 
when you gentlemen have before you the result of a survey we are 
now making, at your request, of player salaries in the national 
association. 

I can recall a somewhat similar survey made by me in 1954, fol- 
lowing a story which left the impression that the average salary in 
classes C and D was $150 per month. <A spot check of the records 
in my office revealed that the average compensation, including bonuses, 
and portions of players’ salaries paid by optioning clubs and not 
charged against the salary limit, exceeded the $150 figure by more 
than 100 percent. 

In considering salaries in the lower classifications, many people 
overlook the fact that players in those classifications very generally 
are extremely young men who have not yet married and are serving 
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an apprenticeship in an occupation which offers opportunities second 
to that of no other line of endeavor known to me. 

The player comes into these classifications entirely of his own 
volition. He knows the salary he is to receive and he knows that 
the door is open to him for advancement to far greater rewards, both 
from the standpoints of fame and money, as he demonstrates his 
ability to earn advancement. Is this not the American ideal? What 
other line of endeavor offers to young men, blessed with ability to 
perform competitively on the field of play, such opportunities? 

And, before I get off this subject, I think it might be well to repeat 
that professional baseball at the national association level is gen- 
erally a community enterprise, out of which the operator reaps more 
glory than money. I have never known an operator who wou!d not 
be willing, indeed anxious, to pay higher salaries to his players if 
the receipts at the box office would support such payments. 

The most recent effort of the major leagues to assist national asso- 
ciation clubs financially was the creation of a fund of $500,000 which 
is to be used to stabilize the national association structure by making 
grants to needy national association clubs, with a view to shoring up 
the individual leagues. 

The fund is being : administered by a committee of major league and 
national association officials who have appointed a coordinator to 
study and pass upon individual applications for aid. It is a little 
too early for me to have a solid opinion as to the effect this fund will 
have, but it is a fact that such national association clubs as are able 
to qualify for aid under the requirements set out by the committee 
have available to them a chance of obtaining some relief from this 
fund, 

I respectfully direct the attention of this committee to the fact 
that when I last appeared before you in 1951 I represented a total of 
49 leagues, consisting of 359 clubs and employing in the neighbor- 
hood of 8,000 players. Today I represent a total of 28 leagues, con- 
sisting of 198 clubs and employing approximately 5,000 players. 

A great many opinions have been expressed as to the reasons for 
this shrinkage. I, of course, have some ideas as to the reasons for 
this deflation, but I do not think that that subject is especially ger- 
mane to the legislative questions before the committee. It should be 
clear, however, that the national association is in a titanic struggle, 
and it should also be clear that any increase in the problems with 
which we have to deal, such, for example, as our being made sub- 
ject to the antitrust laws, will greatly increase our difficulties. 

In its report on the hearings held in 1951 the subcommittee said: 

Its [baseball’s] outstanding record of honesty and integrity, maintained in 
today’s chaotic world conditions, is a symbol to which the people of the United 
States may justly point with pride. 

Baseball, too, points with pride to that record, but views with alarm 
any innovation that might even tend to cast the slightest doubt as to 
the absolute integrity of the game, and of those ‘who participated 
therein. 

Under the reserve clause in its present form, all players are covered, 
and each player who measures up to the standards of performance 
of his particular classification or of a higher classification has a job 
for a current season and the assurance, which amounts almost to a 
certainty, of a job for the next season. 
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Consider the situation involving players if there were no reserve 
clause. At worst, the players might be playing today’s game with one 
eye on next year, and the temptation on the part of other clubs to 
“tamper” with them would be great. At best, a player who is unfor- 
tunate enough to commit an honest error at a crucial point of a game 
might be unjustly suspected of “cooperating” with the opposing team 
with a view to next season’s employment. A blow would be struck 
at the integrity of the game whether or not the suspicion was justified. 

Furthermore, I would not like to see this committee recommend to 
the Congress of the United States any bill that would throw players 
in great number on the open market at the end of the season to offer 
their services to the highest bidder. 

Let us now consider the effect of a modification of the reserve clause 
so that only a fraction of the club’s total players could be reserved. 
Such a limitation would divide the players on each team into two 
classes, those considered to be essential and those considered to be 
expendable—the sheep and the goats. 

But even more important, it is no more than logical to expect that 
each club would reserve the players who were considered by it to be 
the more valuable. Conceivably, a player could be induced to believe 
it to be in his interest to perform so as to avoid being reserved as one 
of the more valuable, and this sort of thing, gentlemen, would not 
contribute to preservation of the integrity of the game. 

Finally, as to a limitation on the number of years the individual 
player could be reserved, the table on page 5 of this statement, to. 
which I have referred orally, illustrates the disastrous effect of such 
a program upon the clubs, for fully 38 percent of all national associa- 
tion players are now 5-year men. Of cowrse, this plan would also be 
subject to the exposures I have already outlined in connection with 
the proposal that the reserve clause be abolished, for, here again, cer- 
tain players would be playing with everybody in the land knowing 
that they will be free agents at the end of the season. 

After extended hearings in 1951 during which the entire structure 
of professional baseball was examined, this subcommittee recom- 
mended “no legislative action at this time.” Since that report, noth- 
ing has occurred within baseball itself which had adversely changed 
the situation as reflected in the report, or which would make necessary 
or even remotely justify bringing professional baseball within the 
ambit of the antitrust statutes. 

Several bills are now before this subcommittee. It is my earnest 
hope that you will not recommend the enactment of any bill which 
would subject professional baseball to the antitrust laws. To do so 
would not solve any of the problems which now confront our national] 
association clubs but, on the contrary, would only intensify those 
problems. Without the active participation of public-spirited citizens 
in the operation of national association clubs, the task of keeping the 
national association alive and healthy would be well-nigh impossible. 
And the difficulty of enlisting the continued support of these public- 
spirited citizens would, of course, be greatly increased if they feared 
becoming involved in antitrust litigation, which they neither desire noi 
could afford to defend. 

Some of the bills before you concern not only baseball but also other 
professional team sports. While my primary concern is with the 
continued exemption of professional baseball from the antitrust laws, 
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I would not oppose the exemption from those laws of other profes- 
sional team sports which in the judgment of the committee are quali- 
fied for such exemption. 

Baseball is now in its 116th year. Had it not gained and maintained 
public confidence, it would have perished long ago. There are many 
reasons for its nationwide—indeed worldwide—appeal. 

First of all, it is a good game which provides opportunity for 
sparkling individual play while at the same time requiring team 
strategy and performance. Secondly, it is a game which all ean play, 
the weak and the strong, the tall and the small. It is played in some 
form in every town and hamlet in the country. It is played by the 
Little Leagues, the Babe Ruth Leagues, the industrial leagues, the 
high school, and the colleges, and it has become the vehicle employed 
by the American Legion to teach good citizenship to combat juvenile 
delinquency and to teach good spor tsmanship. 

Baseball affords a recreational outlet for the entire family at a 
reasonable price. The great reason, in my opinion, for this devotion to 
a game is its history of honest performance by club officials, by pli uyers, 
and by umpires. The game’s integrity has been the result of rules 
and regulations that baseball itself has im posed upon its operations. 
No one realizes any better than myself that baseball has its problems 
which baseball will endeavor to solve. 

I cannot see where legislation subjecting baseball to the antitrust 
laws will assist in any manner in solving those problems, but I am 
firmly convinced that not only would such legislation fail to solve the 
problems, but that it would probably destroy the game. 

May I present a little be ackground of the plight of the minor-league 
structure in our communities, perhaps ? 

The Cratrmman. Youmay. I want to accommodate you. 

Mr. Travrman. The members of this committee have got to lower 
their sights a little bit in considering the problem of the minor- 
league structure as compared with perhaps the problems in a good 
meny ways of the major-league structure. 

Our minor-league clubs, for the most part, are the result of com- 
munity effort and pride. They are not nrofitmaking organizations. 

We made a survev last vear in which 123 clubs responded to that 
survey on profit and loss. Twenty-three of them reported a profit, 100 
cited a loss. The loss of the 100 clubs ran a little over $2 million, or 
approximately $20,000 per club. 

Now those deficits are picked up hy community leaders and civic 
leaders who have a desire to retain baseball in their commnnities. I 
want to make this reference and call it directly to the attention of the 
coramittee. 

I have heard a lot here about concessions. <A lot of our concessions 
in the lower classification leagues are operated by church groups, by 
the YMCA, by the YWCA, and groups of that type. 

There isa great deal of community pride identified with these clubs. 
When T anreared here some years neo, in 1951, T renresented 440 
clubs, 59 leagues. Today I represent 28 leagues, with 196 clubs. In 
1949 we had an attendance of 41 million paid admissions 

The Cuarrman. Briefly. to what do you attribute that diminution ? 

Mr. Travrman. Well, Mr. Chairman, there are a number of reasons 
for it. but if I surveved all of our operators. they would place No. 1 
as the cause of that deflation to the invasion, the inroads, the damaging 
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influence of major-league broadcasts and telecasts in minor-league 
territory. 

I am not accusing or indicting the major-league clubs for that. 
They esponded to a “demand, almost, by the Department of Justice. 
I have called on the Department on numerous occasions. 

We had, in 1949, what we called rule 1 (d), which protected our 
minor-league clubs. Unless they consented, a major-league broad- 
cast couldn’t come in over a station in their own territory. 

That was amended in 1951, when it was agreed that they could come 
in, but not 30 minutes prior to the start of a minor-league game, or 30 
minutes subsequent to the end of the game, and that was ‘helpful. 

But the major leagues were required to remove that restriction, 
which we thought was quite reasonable in the light of the minor 
structure; and so what has happened ? 

I think there are some 400 or 500 outlets now of major-league 
broadcasts. I think it was recited by the commissioner here that 
5 major-league broadeasts come into the city of Atlanta every day 
with 2 Saturday afternoon telecasts, and the Mutual game of the day. 

The big, damaging thing that has happened, though, in that setup 
is the inability of our local clubs to sell their broadcasts to the local 
stations. That used to be a source of a good deal of revenue, but now 

the loc al station can buy a network for little or nothing, so instead 
of taking the local game, which was quite lucrative to the local club, 
they now take the ‘network and the local club is shut out entirely. 

[ think if the restriction was limited, or there was a reasonable 
restriction, that the major-league clubs would protect the minors in 
that field. 

The CHarmman. Would you, in that connection, want Congress to 
oe in to amend the antitrust laws so as to circumvent the ruling 

f the Department of Justice ? 

"Me Trautman. I surely would hope that if any recommendation 
comes from this committee, it will include some protection for the 
minor-league structure in that particular field. 

The Cuamman. What I mean is this: The Department of Justice 
has ruled that a concerted effort would be violative of the antitrust 
laws if it prevented a town or community from receiving the broad- 
cast of certain games. That is the reason, I take it, that ‘the Depart- 
ment of Justice ruled that w: ay. 

Do you think we should pass some enabling legislation to give the 
Department of Justice some discretionary power in this situation? 

Mr. Travrman. Our clubs, Mr. Chairman, are on the road half 
of the season. What I am talking about is relief when the club is at 
home. 

The CuarrmMan. That is what I am talking about. 

Mr. Trautman. I think it would be very helpful if we could have 
that sort of a reasonable restriction made a legal instrument for us. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Chairman, may I interrupt at this point to 
offer for the record certain documents that are relevant to Mr, Traut- 
man’s testimony. I offer first a tabulation prepared by Mr. Porter’s 
office, as was the information introduced this morning on the major 
leagues, showing net profit or loss of minor-league clubs, by classi- 
fication. 

[ also offer for each of the years, 1952 through 1956, the names of 
all minor-league clubs owned by major-league clubs or controlled by 


. 





192 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


major-league clubs by means of working agreement, and those 
that are independent, together with a tabulation for each of chose 
years indicating the continuing decline of numbers. 

The Cuarrman. They will be accepted. 

(The material referred to is at pp. 871-381.) 

The CHarrmaAn. Go ahead, Mr. Trautman. 

Mr. Travrman. I would hike to clear up a statement made by my 
good friend, Mr. Herlong, about salaries in the minor leagues. 

One of the things which has disturbed me from time to time has 
been statements about the peonage in the lower minors because of 
extremely low salaries. Just recently one such report carried the 
statement to the effect that players in the lower classifications were 
paid $100 to $200 per month, and left the impression that such was 
the normal scale in the lower classifications. 

I fully realize that the salary-limit rules as set forth in the Blue 
Book are extremely complex, and that it would be easy for a person 
who is not close to actual operations to arrive at such a conclusion 
from a casual study of those rules. 

However, the facts do not bear out this unfortunate impression, 
as I think will be demonstrated when you gentlemen have before you 
the result of a survey we are now making, at your request, of players’ 
salaries in the national association. 

I can recall a somewhat, similar survey made by me in 1954, fol- 
lowing a story which left the impression that the average salary in 
classes C and D was $150 per month. A spot check of the records in my 
office revealed that the average compensation, including bonuses and 
portions of players’ salaries paid by optioning clubs and not charged 
against the salary limit, exceeded the figure by more than 100 per- 
cent. 

The CHatrrman. What would be the average salary, then, of the 
players in your association ? 

Mr. Trautman. Mr. Chairman, in Open and triple A there are 
no salary limits. They can pay anything that they are able to pay. 
In the other classification there is an established salary limit. But 
that only takes into the computation what the club then having the 
player’s contract is paying. 

For example, we have a great many players that are signed up, 
we will say, to contracts in classes A or AA, for six or seven hundred 
dollars a month, and they are optioned down to A, B, C, or D club. 
The B, C, and D club, in order to observe its salary limit, can only 
pay that boy $200, but the optioning club pays him the difference 
between the $200 and the $600, so that he really gets the total amount 
of whatever he signs his original contract for, so that the salary 
limit presented by any of our clubs is not a true recital of the money 
that the player receives. 

There also might be some bonuses in the picture, which doesn’t show 
in that report or is not chargeable to the B, C, or D club, and so I 
would say that the average down in our B, C, and D is closer to “$300 
than to $150 or $200. 

The CHatrman. Three hundred. But you are going to give us 
whatever you can concerning the salaries. 

Mr. Travtman. That survey is now being made, Mr. Chairman, 
and we will get that to you just as rapidly as we can. 

(The information referred to is at pp. 2483-2484. ) 
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Mr. Miuier. May I make an observation on that? 

The CuarkMan. Certainly. 

Mr. Muer. Mr. Trautman, I was interested, too, in Mr, Herlong’s 
testimony, and I make this observation on it. He was referring, ‘of 
course, to the salaries of his players in the Florida State League, or 
whatever the league is called ; 1sn’t that so 

Mr. Traurman. That is correct. 

Mr. Miter. Now, what classification is that league? 

Mr. Trautman. D. That is the lowest. 

Mr. Miter. Of course, in connection with that, the, inference was 
left that $125 or $150 a month was the salary for these. players, and 
they were typical of four or five thousand baseball players as com- 
pared to four or five hundred in the major leagues, and then from 
there came the insinuation that these players were subjected to peon- 
age, and so forth, and which, in my judgment, carries with it the in- 
ference that some persons are, for their own personal profit, using 
these people. 

But the fact remains, does it not, that the owners of these franchises 
in Florida are all losing money themselves, and so. no.one-is profiting 
from the operation at the expense of the ballplayer, so to speak, but 
rather they are being perpetuated at a loss, in order to carry-on oppor- 
tunities for these players to get training, to promote.themselves into 
the big leagues. 

Mr. Travrman. That is true: and the thing I trv to emphasize con- 
tinuously is that the B, C, and D leagues are the. prep schools for 
baseball. 

Mr. Mirixr. What, Mr. Trautman, is the age. of these players in 
this Florida league that Mr. Herlong was t: king: about ? 

Mr. Travtman. Oh, I would say 17 to 20, perhaps. 

Mr. Mitirr. And they are only part-time jobs, are.they not, in 
many cases ‘ 

Mr. Trautman. They play a regular season down there;-120 games. 

Mr. Miuier. A regular season { 

Mr. Travtman. In most of the leagues. 

Mr. Minter. But they are just boys, in many- cases, out of high 
school ? 

Mr. Trautman. That’s right. 

Mr. Mitter. And getting training and experience for the major 
leagues / 

Mr. Trautman. I think we have got to keep in mind'that the B, C, 
and D leagues are the kindergarten ‘of baseball; where a boy is trying 
to find out whether he has professional potential; and the club is trying 
to find out the same thing. 

Our greatest casualties, mortality, has been in the B, C, and D 
leagues. We haven’ t lost any clubs in triple.A, double A. The mor- 

tality is down in the B, C, and D group. 

For the most part, those leagues are supported down there as a 
public service, and I would just like to recite to you, not only in that 
area but in the others—Indianapolis was threatened’ with losing its 
ball club last year. The Indianapolis club in the American Associa- 
tion now has 6,672 stockholders, 2,500 of whom are children-under 14 
years of age. The shares sold for $10, per share, and neo one may 
own more than 100 shares. 
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In Buffalo, N. Y., which was threatened with the loss of its ball 
club—— 

Mr. Mutter. That is my district. 

Mr. Trautman. Oh, is it? 

The CHarrMan. I thought you owned that club. 

Mr. Mitxer. I can’t afford it. 

Mr. Trautman. The club sold 182,000 shares at $1 per share, and 
has 2,657 shareholders. 

Wilson, N. C., is now in the midst of a stock effort to maintain base- 
ball in Wilson, N.C. 

In Rochester, N. Y., which was threatened with the loss of their 
club, the citizens of Rochester raised almost a half million dollars to 
purchase the ball park, the franchise, and are operating that club. 

In Columbus, Ohio, they were threatened with losing their club 3 
years ago. Some of the finest citizenship we have saved the club, and 
have created a Youth Foundation in Columbus in which all the profits 
of the club go into this Youth Foundation, and eventually the Youth 
Foundation will own the ball club, the park, and all that goes with it. 

There are many other types of community operation which is in 
concert with that sort of a thing in our minor-league structure. 

The Caarmman. Are there clubs under your aegis that are owned 
by one man 4 

Mr. Trautman. Oh, yes. 

The Cuarrman. So that there are clubs that are owned by a few, and 
clubs that are owned by many ? 

Mr. Trautman. That’s right. 

The Cuamman. Can you give us the names of the clubs owned by 
1 man or 1 family? 

Mr. Trautman. I think, perhaps, it would be true in Miami, Mr. 
Chairman, and possibly in Toronto. I think of those two at the 
moment. 

The CHarrman. It is common knowledge, for example, that Mr. 
Frick’s salary is $65,000. What is your salary, Mr. Trautman ? 

Mr. Trautman. $30,000. 

The Cuamman. And who pays your salary ¢ 

Mr. Travrman. National association. 

The Crarrman. And who elects you? 

lr. TrautMAN. The presidents of the leagues. 

The Cuarman. Of all the leagues under your control ? 

Mr. Trautman, That’s right. 

The Cuatrrman. And I take it, also, that the 16 clubs of the Ameri- 
can and National Leagues elect Mr. Frick; is that correct ? 

Mr. Frick, as Commissioner, exercises supervision of your associa- 
tion: does he not? 

Mr. Trautman. Ina limited way; yes. 

The Cuarrman. Do you participate in the election of Commissioner 
Frick? 

Mr. Trautman. No, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. Does any member of your association participate ? 

Mr. TravutMAN. No, sir. 

The CHatrMan. Have you any idea as to whether they should or 
should not participate, or would you rather not comment ? 

Mr. Trautman. Oh, we have a school of thought, which is a very 
isolated school of thought, that perhaps they should. We have never 
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had the first bit of difficulty with the commissioner’s office, either 
under Commissioner Landis or Commissioner Frick. 

The CHarrMAn., I take it from that, that you feel there is no need 
for your association 

Mr. Mitirr. You skipped Chandler. 

Mr. Trautman. We had no trouble with Chandler, either. Pardon 
me. 

The Cuarrman. Do I take it from your answer that you feel there 
is no need for your association to participate in any way in the elec- 
tion of the commissioner of baseball ? 

Mr. Traurman. I don’t think so; no. 

{ think I should make this clear: That any decisions made in our 
office on a player or umpire’s ¢ iene for $300 or more, and it is denied, 
the player or the umpire has the right to go to our executive com- 
mittee for relief, and if not satisfied with their deci ‘ision, to go to the 
commissioner, whose decision shall be final. That same ‘thing 3 is true 
in a player’s claim for free agency. The executive committee might 
deny it, and it can be carried by the player to the commissioner. 

Mr. Streman. Mr. Trautman, may I ask you a question about your 

iatement, on page 8? Yousay about half way down the page: 

Of course, any club which is not in organized baseball is at full liberty to 
come into a territory and operate, and the club of organized baseball, already 
operating in the territory, is powerless to do anything about it, even if it wished 
to do so. 

[ think Mr. Frick explained this morning that it is his policy at 
present not to impose a boycott on such a team, or for any length of 
time to blacklist any player that was to play for sucha team. B ut is it 
not true that at one time this benevolent attitude was not prevalent 
in organized baseball ? 

Mr. Trautman. That rule was changed following the 1951 hear- 
ings. I think it prevailed at that time, but now, as the commissioner 
has pointed out, there are only 2 convictions of a player which would 
deny him the right to play in a park or deny our players the right 
to play wl ith or against him. 

Mr. Stneman. As I have pointed out with Mr. Frick on several 
occesions, the power still exists, nonetheless, in the commissioner, 
does it not, to declare any player at any time ineligible if in the com- 
tnissioner’s sole discretion it is in the best interests of baseball ? 

Trautman. Well, if a player is guilty of conduct detrimental 
to baseball, that can be done. 

Mr. Stneman. And the commissioner has broad latitude to deter- 

Line what such conduct is; does he not ? 

Mr. Traurman. As he said this morning, there are 2 categories in 
which ineligibility is the penalty. 

Mr. Stneman. Those 2 categories are specified in the rules, but 
there is a third category specified in the rules, namely, the discretion 
of the commissioner, in the best interests of baseball. So although 
Commissioner Frick’s present policy is not to declare ineligible a 
player who plays with a team outside organized baseball, neve ertheless 
under the rules it is still possible for him to change his mind or for 
sorne other commissioner to so penalize a player: is that not correct ? 

Mr. TraurMANn. That is probably true, yes; but I don’t think it is 
exercised in that fashion. 
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Mr. Srveman. And is it not also correct that the commissioner still 
has the power under the rules to impose a boycott upon another club, 
that is to say, to forbid any member of organized baseball or any club 
in organized baseball, to play or associate with that club, or, indeed, to 
permit that club, or anyone associated with it, to use its stadiums: is 
that not correct ¢ 

Mr. Traurman. That is correct. 

I think we have got to keep this in mind if I may refer to it. There 
are things identified with baseball other than the playing of the game 
which I think we have got to maintain. 

There has got to be discipline. If we are going to have millions 
of youngsters looking to baseball and having ideals and ideas, we 
have got to have discipline, we have got to maintain this game, to 
establish integrity. We dare not lose that for one moment. The 
greatest thing we have in baseball is the confidence of the people in 
the game. Once we lose that we lose it all. 

The Cuatrman. Let’s toy with that a minute. 

As a general proposition I think you are on firm ground. But we 
have some cases an it seems to be the chase after the almighty 
dollar rather than the sport. 

I think Bob Hannegan got into St. Louis, didn’t he, I am told, with 
practically nothing and came out with a cool million dollars, You 
remember that transaction. 

I don’t think es is engaging in a sport. That is business—pure, 
simple business. I don’t “quarrel with it—I think it is perfectly all 
right. But we cannot lose sight of that fact that that is the business 
side of baseball in which we must also be interested when we legislate. 

Mr. Travrman. That comes in the field of integrity, doesn't it, 
Mr. Chairman ? 

The Cuatrman. I beg your pardon ¢ 

Mr. TrautMan. It comes in the field of integrity. 

The Cuarrman. I don’t think it impinges on anybody’s integrity. 
It is perfectly lawful. ‘ 

Mr. Trautman. Of course, we in the minors are chasing the dollar, 
too, but we cannot catch up with it. [Laughter.] 

It is very elusive down in our country. 

The Cuarrman. And there are other aspects that we as Members 
of Congress have to address ourselves to. 

Yes; I think what you say is perfectly sound. We want to keep 
baseball on the highest possible moral plane for the youth that enter it. 
There is no doubt about that, and I think you have rendered yeoman 
service in that regard. i 

On the other hand, there are men who enter this field just for tl 
sake of making money out of it. 

Mr. Johnson certainly went into the situation with an eye to making 

rather large sums of money, and he made it. We can’t lose sight of 
that either. 

Mr. Trautman. That is right. 

The Crarrman. We have to keep our eye on those business aspects 
when we legislate. 

Mr. Trautman. That is somewhat in contrast to a club in Texas 
where 60 men agreed to put in $20 a week to keep baseball going in 
the town. 
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The CuarrMan. We have got to take that into consideration, too. 
That sort of makes the cheese more binding. 

Mr. Trautman. I think this minor structure, as the commissioner 
has pointed out, is quite important to baseball in this country, and 
some way has got to be found to maintain it. 

The CuarrMan. I assure you we don’t want to do anything to hurt 
baseball at all. That is farthest from our mind. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Chairman, I have a question to ask Mr. Traut- 
man about a statement he made at page 11. At that point you are 
discussing the effects upon the national association of transfers of 
major-league franchises, with particular emphasis on talk about the 
transfer of a franchise. You conclude with this very hopeful and 
optimistic statement that “we,” the national association— 
will find a way in the future so long as we are able to operate in our present 
climate, a climate which has served us so well through the years. 

I should like to ask you, sir, whether your optimism extends as far 
as the west coast in the event that both Brooklyn and New York 
move there? 

Mr. Trautman. Of course, Brooklyn and New York moving to the 
west coast is not an automatic thing. There are a lot of things that 
must be overcome before that becomes possible. Our objection is the 
talk about those things in midseason. I think the Pacific Coast 
League has definitely been hurt. If it was not for Vancouver, Seattle, 
Portland, those fine cities way up in the Northwest, they really would 
be hurt. 

The Cuarrman. You speak of midseason bombast. That is what 
you mean by that? 

Mr. Trautman. That is what I mean, sir. There is an orderly way 
to do that and it is provided for in our rules. We would like to have 
our people abide by the rules. 

The Cuarrman. You mean this talk, these so-called rumors have 
been very hurtful? 

Mr. Trautman. They surely have on the west coast. 

The Cuarrman. If it has been as hurtful as that—— 

Mr. Trautman. I think probably it has been hurtful on the east 
coast, too. 

The Cuarrman, I should think, then, that possibly some disciplin- 
ary action should be taken against those who have started this. 

Mr. Traurman. Well, that is not a decision for me to make. 

The Cuarmman. That is not for you. That is for Mr. Frick. 

Mr. Travrman. I think, which appears in the statement—we recog- 
nize the right of cities and communities to go to higher levels. That 
is perfectly all right. But there is an orderly way to do it. We have 
had a lot of advancement in classifications in the national association. 

Mr. Prerce. Mr. Trautman, may I ask you this question: I notice 
on pages 9 through 11 you list a number of teams that have gone to 
higher classifications ? 

Mr. Traurman. That is right. 

Mr. Prerce. I wonder if you could tell the committee what deter- 
mines whether a team will be promoted to a higher classification. 

Mr. Trautman. What are the terms? Is that your question? 

Mr. Prerce. No; what determines whether a team will be promoted 
toa higher classification ? 
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Mr. Travrman. Of course, all classifications are indexed by popu- 
lation. In other words, open classification is not eligible unless their 
population in the areas ‘total so many people. That goes clear down 
to the D’s, where the population is the yardstick, and the thing that 
determines a desire to advance is made by the club itself. 

There must be a meeting of the minds between the city where they 
want to go and absorb another franchise, permission of the league. 
The procedure is pretty much as described by the commissioner this 
morning, in the national association. 

Mr. Prerce. Is it based primarily on population and the amount of 
money that a club can put up? 

Mr. Travrman. I don’t think in a lot of these changes that there 
was much money involved in the minor advances. There was, for 
example, some money accrued to the association when the Philadelphia 
club went to Kansas City. 

The league had to be satisfied, the club had to be satisfied, and that 
same thing has been true when the majors went to Milwaukee and 
when they went to Baltimore. That same thing would need to be 
true if they go to the west coast. The Pacific Coast League will need 
to be satisfied. Of course, the Los Angeles club being owned by the 
Brooklyn club, that won’t be so difficult. And the same thing will 
be true in San Francisco. 

If I jump around a little it is because there are a few things I would 
like to get into the record. 

When you speak about this proposal that players become free at 
the end of 5 years, in my statement on page 5, we made a survey of 
the players reserve at the end of 1956 season. The total was 3,443 
ballplayers, and if the 5-year plan was in effect it would be 1,536 
of them free agents at the end of the 5-year period. 

Sixty percent of those would come out of the Pacific Coast League, 
61 percent out of the AAA’s. 

T feel there would be a good deal of confusion and chaos if we had 
stripped those leagues of the 5-year players. In other words, 58 per- 
cent of all of the players in the national association have had 5 years 
or more of service. 

Mr. Srveman. Mr, Chairman, may I ask a few questions? 

I should like, Mr. Trautman, to ask you some questions about the 
reserve clause. You and Mr. Frick have both made reference to the 
great value of the national association clubs as training grounds for 
the major-league teams, and I think you have just made reference to 
it a few minutes ago. 

Why do you think that restriction of the reserve clause would 
reduce the incentive to maintain those teams as training gr ounds ? 

Mr. Trautman. In the first instance, I think that our working- 
agreement program would be voided. I don’t think there would be 
any working agreements. I think that same thing then—the result 
of that would be a dearth of player talent. You see, player talent 
comes into baseball pretty much by performance in the college or the 
high schools or the sandlots, and they are developed at great exnense 
to a club. Our independent. operator just cannot afford to develop 
ballplayers. I think there would be a lack of an available amount of 
money to maintain these clubs and leagues in the lower classifications. 

Mr. Sryeman. But the working-agreement arrangement, as Mr, 
Frick pointed out earlier, is really outside the reserve clause; is it not ? 
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When we are talking about reserve clause, we are talking about 25 
players on a major-league squad plus 15 optionees in the minor leagues 
rather than any working agreements; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Trautman. That is correct, yes; but under the terms of the 
working agreement, in which a substantial sum of money channeled 
to the minor-league club would not be available except by reason of 
the working agreement which gives the top club, the upper club, an 
opportunity to make some player selections. But you can never select 
him when they have not got room on their rosters for him. They just 
‘annot select him. 

Mr. Stneman. You indicated that it might somehow hurt the ineen- 
tive of major-league teams to keep training these players as appren- 
tices, so to speak. 

Did I misinterpret what you intended in your statement ? 

Mr. Trautman. Would you repeat that, please ? 

Mr. Stncman. I got the impression from your statement that you 
were implying that major-league teams would lose incentive to con- 
tinue training these players in the lower classification clubs, and help- 
ing them along to higher classifications until they finally came to the 
major leagues, if the reserve clause were restricted ? 

Mr. Trautman. I think that istrue. I don’t think that they would 
channel money into these smaller clubs if they had no chance of select- 
ing the talent. 

Mr. Stneman. Isn’t it true that in nearly every industry in America 
corporations train their employees in many different. fields without 
any need or benefit of a contractual provision requiring lifetime em- 
ployment with the company ¢ 

Mr. Trautman. Yes; that is true. 

The Cuatrman. Why should there be a difference ? 

Mr. Travurman. In the first instance these players are scouted, 
which is an expensive operation, and trained at considerable expense. 
1 think at the last hearing it was developed that it cost well nigh on 
to a hundred thousand dollars to bring a boy up to the major league 
club from down in the minors. 

The Cuatrman. I mean the expense is also present in industry— 
industry, too. They take their chances. They may train a man and 
put a lot of money in his apprenticeship, then a competitor comes 
along and takes him away from them. That is a comparable risk. 
Why should it be different in baseball ? 

Mr. Trautman. It is a matter pretty much in these lower minors 
of an ability to survive and pretty much the yardstick there is finan- 
cial aid. Without that I think that we would lose a lot of mimor 
leagues and clubs. 

The CHarrman. I have heard that stated over and over and over 
again. I don’t get any reason for it. I only get a conclusion, but no 
reason. 

It costs a corporation money, also, to train a man, and a corporation 
takes its chances. If they lose a man they have to get another one. 

Mr. Travrman. Of course, a youngster in baseball signs his first 
contract with the club of his choice. He does not have to go to any 
club. 

The Crarrman. Isn’t it possible, Mr. Trautman, that the mere 
fact—I am not asking these questions to indicate a conclusion at all— 
that you have this reserve clause, which ties a man for a period of 7 





-200 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


years, more or less, means that a person may be loath to go into base- 
ball? Maybe that acts as a deterrent. Maybe you could get more 
people entering baseball if you did not have the reserve clause. 

I just ask this question for information. 

Mr. Trautman. In my judgment, if we did not have the reserve 
‘clause we would not have any baseball. 

The Cuarrman. Why ? 

Mr. TraurmMan. The reserve clause contributes to the continuity of 
talent in a community. They know what their club is going to look 
like next year in a great many instances, which is made possible by 
the reserve clause. 

Without a reserve clause half of these clubs would not have a roster 
at the end of a season, and I just think the reserve clause is one of the 
most important things that we have for the survival of the game. 

The Cuarrman. That has been repeated over and over again. It is 
like a record we hear all the time. I am trying to get the philosophy 
of it. Why is that so? 

In other lines of business employers don’t have reserve clauses and 
they get along nonetheless. They still have their business next year; 
they still have their employees next year. What should be so different 
about baseball itself that requires it ? 

Mr. Trautman. Don’t you think it would be a little chaotic to have 
two or three thousand free agents running all over the country every 
fall? 

The Cuatrman. I don’t think there would be 2,000 free agents run- 
ning over the country. We always hear that there is a dearth of 


baseball talent, that there are not enough ree to go around. Has 


anybody ever made a survey to find out why that is? Why, in a 
great country with 170 million people, do we have a dearth of base- 
ball players when baseball is such a wonderful national pastime ? 

We hear on all sides that we have not got enough baseball players. 
We have had the reserve clause all these years. Maybe the reserve 
clause is the things that acts as a dead hand on talent. Maybe there 
would be more boys coming into baseball if they knew that they would 
not be tied up for their baseball life by a reserve clause. 

Mr. Tracutman. There are a good many reasons, Mr. Chairman. In 
this day and age one of the great reasons in not attracting young boys 
into professional baseball at the B, C, and D levels is inability to pay 
many salaries comparable to what they can get in industry. It is 
difficult. Young fellows of 17 and 18 years of age now can get $400 
or $500 a month in industry. We can’t pay it. 

The Cuatrman. That is another matter. That has nothing to do 
with the question. 

Mr. Trautman. It has something to do with the dearth of players 
coming into the game. 

Mr. Mriier. May J ask a question at that point ? 

Mr. Trautman, may I address myself to the question propounded 
by the chairman? 

Would it be a fair observation to state the very nature of the game 
being athletic is entirely distinctive and different from industry in 
that of the millions and millions and millions of American boys who 
play baseball in grammar school and high school and even college, only 
a very few have the talent to provide big-league entertainment to the 


American public. Is that a fair observation ? 
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Mr. Trautman. I think that is a fair statement. 

Mr. Mituer. So that out of all of the millions of young men who go 
into baseball, you always end up in any particular year with only four 
or five hundred who can aie play the game with such proficiency 
as to provide, as we call it, big-league entertainment. 

And if you did not have the reserve clause, it would be possible al- 
ways for 2 or 3 or 4 teams to get practically all of the talent, and thus 
destroy the competition which forms the basis of the game of baseball, 
which is different than industry. Is that a fair observation ? 

Mr. Trautman. That isa fair statement. 

Mr. Mituer. Now, in addition, I don’t think there are any businesses, 
at least none that I know of, infected with any kind of philanthropic 
motives. While they train their employees, even prior to the training 
period and simultaneously therewith, these employees generally are 
contributing something to the production or efficiency of the operation 
of the industry, while in baseball, for the many years of the apprentice- 
ship of these young boys they contribute nothing to the operation of 
the major-league team until they get there; is that right? 

Mr. Travrman. That is right. I think, Mr. Chairman, we made a 
little study last year of 1,800 boys signed as free agents. A little over 
800 of them were not signed the second year. The mortality, as pointed 
out by the Congressman, is pretty high. It is rather a demanding 
game, this game of baseball, and without the natural ability and the 
desire, they are not going to make it. 

I have told many boys that. You have got to just have a little bit 
of unusual talent and ability which the good Lord himself gives you, 
and you can’t get it from any other source. 


Mr. Harkins. Mr. Trautman, did I understand _ to say that, in 
9 


your opinion, if the reserve clause were removed, one-half of the 
rosters of the minor leagues would be lost by the end of the first year ? 
Is that what you said ? 

Mr. Trautman. Of course, if the reserve clause was removed, we 
would lose them all. I referred to the 5-year suggestion made, that 
those with 5 years of service be nonreserve at the end of 5 years, and 
that covered 38 percent of all the player talent in the national asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Harxins. Does that mean that if the reserve clause were re- 
moved, that the teams that would like to hire these players now would 
be able to hire them and pay them more money ? 

Mr. Trautman. If they were free agents. 

Mr. Har«rns. Are you saying that half of the players are being 
held in the minor leagues by the reserve clause and are not being 
paid what they could get if the reserve clause were removed ¢ 

Mr. Travrman. You are assuming they could get more than they 
are getting. 

The CuarrMaNn. You said that. 

Mr. Trautman. I think there would be a lot of clubs in difficulty. 
There would be a great migration to where the money was. 

The Cuarrman. I thought you said that you would lose them all 
because other clubs would bid more money for them ? 

Mr. Trautman. I think they would go to the highest bidder. 

The Cuamrman. Then the reserve clause keeps them chained at a 
lesser salary ¢ 
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Mr. Trautman. If they were all free agents, Mr. Chairman, they 
might be forced to take less salary. 

The CHarrMan, Why ? 

Mr. Traurman. I think a lot of leagues and clubs would go out of 
business. They just would not bid. 

The Cuatmrman. They would not take a less salary. They would 
stay with you because you are offering more? 

Mr. Trautman. No; we have got them all free agents now. They 
are all free. 

Mr. Harxtns. You are paying them a salary. They are not free 
from getting a salary. 

Mr. Travraan. If they are a free agent they don’t get any salary. 
Mr. Harkins. We are assuming that the reserve clause were re- 
moved under your example and you said you would lose half of your 
roster. It seems to me if you lose half of your roster, it is because 
they went some place where they could get more money. It does not 

mean that the half that remain are getting no money. 

Mr. Travrman. Oh, no. I think we have got it mixed up a little 
bit here. I am talking about the 5-year plan, which would cause 
about 38 percent of all ‘of our players to be declared free agents. 

Now where they are going to go I don’t know, but there are a lot 
of clubs that just could not enter into the bidding business and we 
would probably lose leagues and clubs. 

Mr. Harxtns. When - you say “free agents,” you don’t mean work- 
ing for free. I would like to go back to the original question when 
you said you would lose half of the roster, What happens to those 
people? 

Mr. Travrman. They are out of work. They join the army of the 
unemployed at that point. 

Mr. Mitier. May I make an observation ? 

Mr. Traurman. They just have to find a club that wants to put 
them under contract, and a lot of clubs 

Mr. Mirxer. I think, Mr. Trautman, what counsel is getting at and 
what I see the point to be and what. you are trying to say is this: 
There are many minor-league clubs today that you represent as com- 
missioner that are sustained by contributions from major-league 
teams, either as farms or under working agreements. Naturally, none 
of that money would filter into the support of a club of free agents; 
isn’t that right? 

Mr. Travrman. That is right. 

Mr. Mitirr. Obviously. 

Mr. Trautman. That is right. 

Mr. Stveman. You were speaking, Mr. Trautman, about the tend- 
ency for competition to arise among teams to purchase players in the 
event the reserve clause were restricted or were not applicable, and 
you and Mr. Frick have both indicated that the wealthier clubs would 
get the better players. 

Do you think this principle is equally applicable in the national 
association leagues where, as you have indicated in your statement, 
100 out of 123 clubs reported a loss last year? 

Mr. Travrman. Well, 23 seem to get along pretty good. A hun- 
dred were the ones that were in trouble. 
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Mr. Sincman. Do you think four or five thousand minor-league 
players would all be divided up, and ail the best of those four or five 
thousand would play for the 23? 

Mr. Traurman. It might not be that bad, but I think we have a 
lot of leagues in the lower classifications that are independently oper- 
ated that just would not operate. 

There is a good deal of difference between the independent and the 
major league owned operation or even the club with working agree- 
ments. We have a number of clubs that are independent that have 
no working agreement. They are supported wholly and maintained 
and financed locally. 

Mr. Stneman. The commissioner has testified that he has never re- 
ceived a complaint from a player concerning the reserve clause. Have 
you? 

Mr. Travrman. We have had a good many claims for free agency, 
but not because of the reserve clause; free agency claimed for other 
reasons. 

Now and then you will find a that does not seem to get along 
with somebody as well as he would like to, and he would like to be 
free, and we have made some grants in that direction, but I have had 
no claim so far as the reserve clause, or very few. 

The Cuairman. If you don’t grant the request he has got to play 
where he is put; is that it? 

Mr. Trautman. His contract belongs to that club. He is not com- 
pelled to play. 

The Cuatrman. No; not at that point. 

Mr. Streman. How do you account for the fact, sir, that com- 
plaints have been filed with this committee and with the courts con- 
cerning the existence of the reserve clause, but not with baseball 
officials ¢ 

Mr. Traurman. I don’t think I can answer that question, sir. I 
don’t know. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you believe that the reserve clause is an essential 
element in every contract signed with a professional baseball player ? 

Mr. Trautman. I think the reserve clause is the life of the game, 
the bloodline of the game. 

Mr. Stnaman. But do you believe that it is an essential element in 
every contract signed with a professional baseball player? 

Mr. Traurman. There have been some exceptions made in that 
lirection under certain conditions. 

Mr. Sineman. Under what circumstances ? 

Mr. Teaure AN. Under a nonreserve contract. I can recall one 
example, where a young man with a family owned a garage in a certain 
city. The club sought permission to sign him to a nonreserve contract 
because he did not want to leave the community. That is where his 

business was. We granted that. 

Mr. Stncman. Who determines whether or not the nonreserve clause 
will be included in a contract ? 

Mr. Trautman. The president of the national association. 

The CuarrMan. That is yourself? 

Mr. Trautman. Yes, 
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Mr. Stneman. Do you not think, in the interests of fairness to 
2 and owners alike and out of deference to the public interest in 
aseball, that it might well be better if the determination as to the rea- 
sonableness of including a reserve clause in any particular contract 
should be made ultimately by a court under the laws of the United 
States just as in the case of any other industry ? 

The CuatrmMan. Your answer must be “No.” 

Mr. Trautman. I think the machinery is now in operation and is 
working satisfactorily so far as baseball is concerned. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Trautman, what are your views concerning the 
desirability of having for baseball an independent and representa- 
tively elected baseball commissioner, that is to say, a commissioner 
in whose selection both minor leagues and players would have a voice? 

Mr. Trautman. The answer to that is “No.” 

Mr. Stneman. You would be opposed to that? 

Mr. Traurman. I would oppose it. 

The CuarrmMan. You would be opposed, although you might have a 
voice in the selection ? 

Mr. Trautman. I would not oppose a voice, but to answer the ques- 
tion would I want an outside conten commissioner: 

The CuarmmaN. Isn’t it a case of the dog wagging the tail? 

How many men are in your national association ? 

Mr. Trautman. You mean players ? 

The Cuarrman. Yes; players. 

Mr. Trautman. I would say 5,000 total. 

The Cuaimman. How many players are in the two big leagues? 

Mr. Travurman. 640. That does not include officers. That is just 
the player talent. 

The CHatmrRMAN. There are only 400 playing in the major leagues. 

Mr. Trautman. That is the cutdown number, but they have con- 
trol of 640 contracts. 

The Cuarrman. So these men, these 5,000, are subject to the super- 
vision and control really of 16 owners who elect the Commissioner ? 

Mr. Trautman. A lot of the claims of those 5,000 never reach the 
commissioner’s office. 

The CHarrman. Yes; but they can reach him and the commis- 
sioner has the right, under certain circumstances, to make decisions 
that are inimical to them. 

Mr. Trautman. A great many decisions are final with our execu- 
tive committee and never reach the commissioner. 

The CHatrman. Isn’t it true that 16 owners select the Commis- 
sioner ¢ 

Mr. Trautman. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. And the Commissioner has supervision over these 
5,000 men in your national association ? 

Mr. Traurman. Under certain restrictions he does. 

The Cuarman. But he has potential supervision ? 

Mr. Trautman. I would agree to that. 

The CHarmman. And you still think that your association should 
have no voice in the selection of the commissioner ¢ 

Mr. Trautman. I think the method now employed is satisfactory. 
I am afraid if we had a voice we would have to help pay salary, and 
we are in too tough a spot to do that. 
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The Cuatrman. Do you think the players, either in the big leagues 
or in your association, should have some say in the selection? 

Mr. Trautman. There is a school of thought, but I think it is in a 
minority, who have expressed that idea from time to time. 

The Cxamman. What is your opinion? 

Mr. Trautman. Mine? I am perfectly satisfied the way it is, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Miuier. May I ask a question? 

The CHarrman. Surely. 

Mr. Mitirr. Mr. Trautman, who elects the president of General 
Motors Corp. ? 

Mr. Trautman. I suppose the stockholders, Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Mirter. And once he is elected by the stockholders how many 
employees does he supervise ? 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Trautman, is baseball a business? 

Mr. Trautman. Is this a business? 

The CxHarrman. If the election in baseball is like it is in General 
Motors, then it must be a business. 

Mr. Trautman. It is not a business down in the minor-league 
structure. 

The Cuatrman. I am countering what the gentleman from New 
York says—he is making the comparison. 

Mr. Miuuer. Nobody has denied it is a business, as far as I know, 
in this hearing. 

Mr. Travrman. That is right; a business and a sport. 

The Cuatrman. Then you must treat it exactly like General Motors 
treats it. 

Mr. Mixter. It is a business with unusual aspects that are different 
from any other business contemplated under the antitrust laws. 

Te Cramman. Has General Motors got a reserve clause in its 
contracts? 

Mr. Travrman. I don’t know much about General Motors, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Mitirr. Do General Motors’ subsidiaries lose money every year / 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Trautman, the players on national association 
teams do not have a players’ association; do they? 

Mr. Tracrman. No, sir. 

Mr. Straeman. Do you think players would be happier and might 
realize tangible benefits if they were permitted to elect player repre- 
sentatives to attend meetings of the executive committee of the national 
association ¢ 

Mr. Travrman. I don’t know how that possibly could be done with 
the number of players. 

What would you have, a player representative for each classification 
or each league ? 

Mr. Stneman. You would have a representative from each league 
or each classification, depending upon how the national association 
decided upon it. 

I merely asked the question as to whether it would not result in 
making them happier and give them tangible benefits if some system 
were worked out so that players could be represented at the executive 
committee meetings ? 
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Mr. Trautman. I surely would not object to such procedure, but 
we have never had any such requests from players. We have had a sug- 
gestion, I might say, for a pension plan for minor league ballplayers, 
but we don’t have any world series or all-star game to finance such a 
program. 

Mr. Stneman. Might it not be possible that, with the help of elected 
representatives of the players, the national association could perhaps 
organize some kind of a minor league all-star game, the proceeds of 
which might benefit a national association players’ pension fund? 

Mr. Travraan. I don’t think it would be practical. 

Mr. Stveman. Why not, sir? 

Mr. Trautman. Well, when you come to selecting an all-star team 
from 4,000 players, it presents some difficulty. 

We are trying something this year of selecting 3 all-star clubs, 
1 from AAA, 1 from AA, and 1 from B, C, and D, just to see what 
will happen. 

We don’t know. In the method of selection there is not much of a 
chance to compare performance of a boy in Texas compared with a 
boy in Batavia, N. Y. It is a little difficult within the same classifi- 

cation. 

Mr. Stveman. Would you say that the major league baseball 
players’ association has made any contribution to the welfare of 
organized baseball ? 

The Cuamman. Major league ? 

Mr. Travrman. I don’t know much about their contribution. 

The Cuatrman. Has the players’ association done anything in con- 
nection with furthering pension plans? Has it earned greater confi- 
dence in the fans? 

Mr. Taurman. Oh, I think that they have made a contribution in 
that field, yes; constructive. 

The CHatrmMan. Would not the same be likely to happen if there 
was such an association of players in your national association / 

Mr. Traurman. It is entirely possible, I suppose. I don’t think our 
players have great interest in that direction. Our players have their 
eye on advancement in their profession, which consumes most of their 
time, and I have never had a desire expressed by a player for repre- 
sentation on our executive committee or any of our official bodies. 

Mr. Stneman. Hasn’t there been an effort recently to organize a 
minor league players’ association ? 

Mr. Traurman. Oh, there has been an announcement. I have not 
heard anything more about it other than reported in the press about 
a pension plan ‘for minor league ballplayers. 

A pension plan is impractical with the minor-league players, par- 
ticularly in the lower classification, because of the terrific turnover. 
Just about half of the boys signed this year in B, C, and D will be 
gone next year, just deciding that they don’t want to play baseball. 

The Crarrman. What happens to them ? 

Mr. Trautman. Free agents. They are released. 

The Cuamman. They are released ? 

Mr. Travrman. Yes; they become free agents. 

The Crarrman. Do they continue in baseball ? 

Mr. Travrman. No. 

The Cuarrman. They get out of baseball ? 
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Mr. Travrman. Yes. They have decided that the demands of 
professional baseball are a little beyond their ability to perform, 
probably. 

The Cuatrman. Is it possible that so many get out because they 
don’t like the reserve clause ? 

Mr. Trautman. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Stneman. There are those that do stay with national associa- 
tion teams for many years; are there not / 

Mr. Trautman. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. Should not they be benefited by a pension fund ? 

Mr. Trautman. I would vote for that if we had some way of getting 
the money. Our big problem down underneath is money. 

Mr. Srncman. But you would be in favor of it if some method could 
be worked out to get money in addition to contribution by the players? 

Mr. 'TRautMAN. Oh, yes; sure. 

Mr. Srneman. Is it not a fact that players newly entering baseball 
through the national association teams are often quite young and 
inexperienced, and hence are sometimes not fully aware of the rights 
to which they are entitled nor aware of all the implications of the steps 
they are taking? 

Mr. Trautman. It is voluntary action on the player’s part. I don’t 
believe any of our scouts or club officials are trying to get a boy into 
baseball under false pretenses. 

Mr. Srneman. No; but do you not think that a national association 
baseball players’ federation could do much to help such youngsters 
and at least explain to them the nature of the contract that they are 
signing or the agreements that they are making or the waivers that 
they sign? 

Mr. Travurman. The boys, of course, read their contract. 

They are at liberty to ask questions about their contract, what the 
demands of their contract are, also their obligations under the terms 
of the contract. 

Mr. Stneman. Isn’t it asking a lot to expect a 17-year-old kid to ask 
questions about obligations and contract terms in a tightly printed 
4-page contract ¢ 

Mr. Trautman. The way it is happening now, this boy comes with 
his father and his mother and a couple of lawyers before he signs a 
contract, so I don’t think he is at. a loss as to the content of the contract. 

Mr. Sineman. Is it not correct, sir, that under the standard contract 
national association baseball players may be moved from team to team 
as much as several times during a season and yet never be given any 
compensation for moving expenses or broken leases ? 

Mr. Trautman. Of course, if they are moved laterally their salary 
cannot be cut. If they are demoted, salary can be diminished. 

Mr. Stneman. But he receives no moving expenses; isn’t that 
correct ¢ 

The Cnarmman. Is it possible that they change as often as three 
times in a season ? 

Mr. Trautman. I suppose there are some that are changed that 
frequently. I would like to say this: So far as this salary is concerned, 
I for got to mention that his expenses, of course, are meals and lodging. 


and are paid whenever he is on the road, which is additional compensa- 
tion to " salar ¥. 
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Mr. Stneman. By virtue of the present system of limited draft, 
optional contracts, and working agreements, is it not a fact that some 
major-league clubs can prevent the advancement of minor-league 
players who would otherwise be qualified to play major-league ball ? 

Mr. Trautman. They cannot prevent it if the player is subject 
to selection, of course. 

Mr. Sineman. But they can prevent it for as much as 7 years; can 
they not? 

Mr. Trautman. They will have to take him to the major-league 
roster at the end of 4. 

Mr. Stneman. But he would not be playing major-league ball; 
would he? 

Mr. Trautman. Possibly not; possibly he could if he has ability 
to perform in a major-league roster. 

Mr. Stneman. Then such a player could, in effect, be kept in cold 
storage for a period of 7 years; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Travtman. I would not call the minor leagues cold storage. 

Mr. Srveman, In the sense that the player is capable of playing 
major-league ball and is not being permitted to do so? 

Mr. Traurman,. That is possible; yes. To answer the question: 
Yes. 

Mr. Stveman. Are you in favor of Mr. Frick’s suggestion that the 
draft rules be changed so as to permit the unlimited selection by a 
major-league team, of men not under option, after 4 years? 

Mr. Traurman. Yes, sir; lam. I think it would be a fine rule. 

Mr. Stveman. Do you think the national association would approve 
such a change in the draft rules ? 

Mr. Travrman. I cannot speak for them, but I have a belief that 
they would accept that. 

Mr. Stneman. And you do not think that this proposal might 
further weaken the national association ? 

Mr. Traurman. No; I don’t think so. 

Mr. Stneman. In your 1951 testimony, sir, you defended the farm 
system and indicated that its elimination would injure the minor 
leagues. Do you believe that the present trend away from ownership 
by major league teams of national association teams has caused the 
reduction in the number of teams? 

Mr. Travrman. Yes; I think that is true. I think at that time, 
or in our prosperous days, we had 207 major-league ownerships in the 
national association. Today I think we have 36. 

Mr. Sryeman. Do you think that the substitution of working agree- 
ments for ownership is a suitable one financially for national associa- 
tion teams? 

Mr. TraurTMan. It isn’t adequate. But it is much better than we 
have had. The new working agreement rule is much more generous 
in its contributions to the one that is working, than what we have 
had before. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you believe that the national association can 
be adequately supported by a fund such as the half-million-dollar 
fund recently set up by the major leagues? 

Mr. Trautman. It is a little early to measure that. I think it can 
and will be helpful. Whether it will be sufficient I would want to 
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delay answer to that question until we have had a year’s experience 
with it. 

Mr. Stneman. I want to ask you one final question on the franchise 
moves. We would not expect you to comment specifically on the 
amount of damages that might be involved, since you, of course, 
might be called upon to sit on a board of arbitration. But if the 
Dodgers and Giants were to move to the west coast, could you tell 
the committee in general what matters would be considered in assess- 
ing the amount of damages to be given to the league? 

Mr. Trautman. I don’t think we have ever had a board of arbitra- 
tion assemble. It has always been accomplished by the club and the 
league involved. That was true in the Kansas C ity move; it was 
true in the Milwaukee move; it was true in the Baltimore move. I 
just don’t think I can answer that question. I just don’t know. I 
would say this: If those two clubs are lost to the Pacific Coast League, 
then Seattle and Vancouver and Sacramento and Portland and Holly- 
wood are going to be in trouble, I don’t know how you would measure 
that in dollars. I just can’t answer it. 

Mr. Stneman. Would the effect on income of these other teams be 
one of the matters considered ? 

Mr. Trautman. I would think so. In view of the fact that I might 
be on that board, I would prefer not to answer, on advice of counsel. 

The Cuarrman. I think that is a very wise answer. 

Mr. SincmAn. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrMan. Any questions? That terminates your testimony. 

Mr. Trautman. I would like to read, Mr. Chairman, a couple of 
pages. 

Mr. McCut.ocu. Before he does that, I would like to say a word 
or two about George Trautman. Up in Ohio we have known George 
Trautman for many, many years. He has contributed as much, if 
not more, to amateur and professional sports than any man in my time. 
He has the respect of everybody who is anybody in our section of 
the country. 

The CuarkMan. I am glad to hear you say that. 

Mr. McCutiocn. Thank you very much, sir. 

The Cuairman. I know him by reputation and I almost feel I 
know him personally, because he has appeared so often before us, and 
we have the greatest regard for him. 

Before you read your statement, Mr. Trautman, I just want to 
make this announcement: On Monday, the following witnesses will 
be heard : 

Mr. Edward Yost, of the Washington Senators, American League 
representative of the Baseball Players Association; Mr. Robin Rob- 
erts, Philadelphia Phillies, National League representative of the 
Baseball Players Association; Mr. Jerry Coleman, the New York 
Yankees player representative; Mr. Leo DeOrsey, director, of the 
Washington Baseball Club; and Mr. J. Norman Lewis, attorney for the 
Major League Baseball Players Association. 

It is barely possible that we might hear President Giles of the Na- 
tional League and President Harridge of the American League, but 


96797 O—57—pt. 1 -15 








210 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


I think we have to put the players on first, because they have to play 
in games, and we can’t hold them off duty for any length of time. 
Mr. Giles and Mr. Harridge, I am sure you appreciate that. 

Mr. Trautman, will you go ahead ? 

Mr. Trautman. Several bills are now before this subcommittee. 
It is my earnest hope that you will not recommend the enactment of 
any bill which would subject professional baseball to the antitrust 
laws. To do so would not solve any of the problems which now con- 
front our National Association clubs but, on the contrary, would only 
intensify those problems. 

Without the active participation of public spirited citizens in the 
operation of national association clubs, the task of keeping the na- 
tional association alive and healthy would be well nigh impossible. 
And the difficulty of enlisting the continued support of these public 
spirited citizens would of course be greatly increased if they feared 
becoming involved in antitrust litigation, which they neither desire 
nor could afford to defend. 

Some of the bills before you concern not only baseball but also 
other professional team sports. While my primary concern is with 
the continued exemption of professional baseball from the antitrust 
laws, I surely would not oppose the exemption from those laws of 
other professional team sports which in the judgment of the com- 
mittee are qualified for ah exemption. 

Baseball is now in its 118th year. 

The Cuatrman. Were you with it all those years? 

Mr. TrauTMAN. 115 is all I have, Mr. Chairman. [ Laughter. | 

Had it not gained and maintained public confidence it would have 
perished long ago. There are many reasons for its nationwide— 
indeed world wide—appeal. First of all, it is a good game which 
provides opportunity for sparkling individual play while at the same 
time requiring team strategy and performance. Secondly, it is a 
game which all can play, the weak and the strong, the tall and the 
small. 

It is played in some form in every town and hamlet in the country. 
It is played by the Little Leagues, the Babe Ruth Leagues, the in- 
dustrial leagues, the high schools, and the colleges, and it has become 
the vehicle employed by the American Legion to teach good citizenship 
to combat juvenile delinquency and to teach good sportsmanship. 

Baseball affords a recreational outlet for the entire family at a 
reasonable price. The great reason, in my opinion, for this devotion 
to a game is its history of honest performance by club officials, by 
players and by umpires. The game’s integrity has been the result of 
rules and regulations that baseball itself has imposed upon its opera- 
tions. 

No one realizes any better than myself that baseball has its prob- 
lems which baseball will endeavor to solve. I cannot see where legis- 
lation subjecting baseball to the antitrust laws will assist in any 
manner in solving those problems, but I am firmly convinced that 
not only would such legislation fail to solve the problems, but that 
it would probably destroy the game. 


: 
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I thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for your courtesy. Our 
office and our staff and our records are available for anything we can 
do. 

The Cuatrman. Thank you very much, Mr. Trautman. 

Mr. Stneman. There are a few documents that we have received 
from Mr. Trautman’s office that I offer for the record at this time. 
These include the uniform contract for the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues, and the forms for assignment of con- 
tracts; a copy of the constitution of every minor league; a copy of 
agreements between the national association and the various South 
American and Central American Baseball Leagues. 

The Cuarrman. Winter leagues. 

Mr. Stneman. Winter leagues. Then there are agreements with 
respect to radio and television as between various leagues of the na- 
tional association. 

The Cuarrman. They will be accepted for the record. 

(The documents referred to appear at pp. 382-1200.) 

The CHarrMan. This will terminate the proceedings for the day. 
We will meet on Monday, at 10 o’clock. 

(Whereupon at 4:30 p. m., the above hearing was adjourned, to 
reconvene at 10 a. m., Monday, June 24, 1957. 

(The following documents were offered for the record :) 

(Mr. Trautman’s prepared statement is as follows :) 


STATEMENT OF GEORGE M. TRAUTMAN, PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUES, BEFORE ANTITRUST SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
House JUDICIARY COM MITTEE 


I am George M. Trautman, president-treasurer of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues, and I appear before you in response to an 
invitation to express my views on legislation pending before your committee 
concerning the applicability of the antitrust laws to professional sports 
enterprises. 

The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues is that segment 
of so-called organized baseball which encompasses all leagues other than the 
major leagues. There are 28 national association leagues today, which operate 
in 37 of the 48 States, as well as in 19 cities in Canada, Mexico, and Cuba. 

In addition, the national association assists many of its players in obtaining 
winter baseball employment with clubs in Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, 
Panama, the Dominican Republic, and Colombia: through cooperative agreements 
with leagues in those countries. 

I have been president of the national association since January 1947. Prior 
to that time I held the presidency of an American Association club, the presi- 
dency of the American Association of Professional Baseball Clubs, and the 
general managership of a major-league club. 

In 1951 I appeared before this committee, as president of the national asso- 
ciation, at which time I detailed : 

(1) The structure of the national association ; 

(2) The functions of its officers, including myself and the executive committee; 

(3) The organization of my office in Columbus, Ohio, which is operated with 
13 full-time employees. Through the years a master file has been compiled which 
records the contractual records of over 200,000 players; 

(4) The rules under which the national association operates ; 

(5) The uniform player contract used in the national association; 

(6) The provisions of the rules covering assignment of player contracts; 

(7) The rules’ provisions governing the various lists upon which players 
appear; 

(8) The player limits of national association clubs; 

(9) The salary limits of national association clubs; 

(10) The operation of the selection system within the national association; 

(11) A breakdown showing the vocations of 2,287 men and women, whose 
avocation was acting as officers and directors of national association clubs in 
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1951, only 291 of whom could be classified as making their living as baseball 
executives, indicating that an overwhelming majority of those engaged in the 
operation of national association clubs are motivated far more by community 
pride and love of the game than they are by profit. 

Since my testimony at the former hearing is a matter of record, it would be 
repetitious for me again to go into detail, and I will try to confine this state- 
ment to my views on the effect on baseball of legislation subjecting it to the 
provisions of the antitrust laws. 


RESERVE CLAUSE 


Commissioner Frick, in his testimony, has gone into considerable detail as to 
the necessity for and the reasonableness of the reserve clause as it affects pro- 
fessional baseball as a whole. I fully endorse what he has said, but I do wish 
to point out the particularly vital role which the reserve clause plays in the year- 
to-year operation of national association clubs and leagues. 

In addition to providing wholesome recreation for the local citizenry, national 
association clubs are prep schools for the training and development of major 
league players. This is borne out by the fact that less than 15 of the 640 players 
on major league rosters today started their careers with major league clubs. 
The balance advanced to the major leagues from national association leagues. 
The clubs of the B, C, and D classifications are the true apprentice clubs, for 
the young players receive their training in these leagues not only for future 
major league service but also for service in the higher classification national 
association leagues. Truly, it may be said “they earn while they learn.” The 
youngster enters professional baseball voluntarily and has full freedom of choice 
as to the club with which he signs. He is under no compulsion to contract with 
any particular club. 

It must be remembered that the clubs in the leagues of lower classification are 
maintained and financed by public-spirited citizens who take a civic pride in 
having a baseball team represent their community for the purpose of providing 
wholesome recreation for the men, women, and children of the community. These 
clubs are not operated on a basis of financial gain and the records show that 
throughout the years a majority of them sustain financial losses more often than 
they break even. If these clubs do not have the protection of the reserve clause 
to give them reasonable assurance of continuity of player personnel for their 
teams, the incentive to maintain the clubs would be lost. The history of base- 
ball discloses that without the protection of the reserve clause the smaller and 
weaker clubs are quickly eliminated because of migration of the better players 
to the more wealthy clubs. 

The training and development of young players is expensive and it would seem 
no more than simple justice that the club which has developed a player to the 
point where he is an asset instead of a liability should be entitled to the benefit 
of his services. What incentive would there be for a club to expend its money 
and energy in the development of a young player only to find at the end of the 
season that because of the absence of a reserve clause the player would become 
a free agent? 

The players themselves realize the importance of the reserve clause, knowing 
better than anybody else that competition on the field of play is the life of the 
game and that the reserve clause makes it possible for clubs to build and main- 
tain competitive teams. 

I have recently read a proposal under which players would become free agents 
after 5 years of service. This is what is contemplated by Mr. Hillings’ second 
bill. To ascertain the immediate effect of adoption of such a proposal, I checked 
the national association records to determine what percentage of the 3,443 players 
who were reserved at the conclusion of the 1956 season would be entitled to free 
agency. The record is as follows: 


Percentage | Number Number | Percentage 


| 


| 
Number | Number | 
of players; with 5 | with 5or | of players} with 5 with 5or 
Classification reserved | or more | more sea- | Classification | reserved | or more | more sea- 
on active | seasons sons of || | on active | seasons sons of 
list | of service service || list | of service ser Vice 
| | | | 
‘ nenererinteinn nat =|) —- ee a | “ 
Open _- 272 | 164 60.2 |} C_. | 560 } 116 20.7 
AAA... j 485 303 | 62.4 ites, } 367 | 38 10.3 
AA. 577 | 297 | 51.4 - 
ses) 578 | 192 | 33.2 || Total......| 3,443] 1,336 | 38.8 
B. } 


604 | 226 | 37.4 || 


ae " ! 
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To eliminate the reserve clause would adversely affect not only the national 
association clubs but also thousands of players and literally millions of fans. 


TERRITORIAL RIGHTS 


Territorial rights are indispensable to the preservation of national association 
baseball. This is especially true of the clubs in B, C, and D classifications, 
which are located principally in small towns and cities in more or less sparsely 
populated areas which, of necessity, limit the number of persons available to the 
clubs as patrons. 

It is a fact that in a majority of cases the clubs in these classifications are 
organized in response to local demand for professional baseball and operate 
primarily as civic enterprises, out of a sense of community loyalty and pride. 

National association baseball is far from a profitable sport, as is illustrated 
by a survey I made of the results of 1955 operations. Of the 123 national asso- 
ciation clubs, which responded to my questionnaire, only 23 reported having 
made a profit, while 100 reported substantial operating losses. The following 
is a summary of the survey by classifications : 


Profit and loss experience of national association clubs for year 1955 








| | 
Number of | Numberof | Number Number 
Class clubs answers reporting reporting 
profit loss 
4 - Sis, piace Bde é — 
Open....- 8 | 5 2 3 
AAA 16 | 10 4 6 
AA 22 | 14 4 10 
Din maint | 24 13 1 12 
B | 52 | 22 3 19 
C 58 | 25 6 19 
D 60 34 | 3 31 
Total s 240 | 123 | 23 a 100 


It would seem from a study of the foregoing that the economic limitation for 
the lower classification clubs is a much more potent limitation than that pro- 
vided by the territorial limit rules. If it is difficult, under present conditions, 
to support even 1 club within the territorial limit provided by the rules, it fol- 
lows that 2 or more clubs certainly could not exist in the same limited area. 
If the clubs in the lower classifications are to enjoy more success in their struggle 
to exist than they have in recent years, they certainly need an area in which 
they can operate free from interference by other clubs in organized baseball. 

It may be said by some at this point that the territorial right rules should 
afford the club protection not only against physical invasion by another club 
through the playing of a baseball game but also from radio and television pro- 
grams of other clubs, as, for example, the protection afforded the national as- 
sociation clubs by old major league rule 1 (d), which provided that a major 
league club could not authorize the broadcast or telecast of its games from 
stations located outside its own home territory and within the home territory 
of another club. Unfortunately for the national association, the Justice Depart- 
ment insisted upon repeal of this rule. 

This is an illustration of how the attitude of the Department of Justice to- 
ward the applicability of the antitrust laws to baseball has definitely hurt 
national association clubs. 

Of course, any club which is not in organized baseball is at full liberty to 
come into a territory and operate, and the club of organized baseball, already 
operating in the territory, is powerless to do anything about it, even if it wished 
to do so. This also illustrates the fact that it is not necessary to subject base- 
ball to the antitrust laws in order that there may be competition within the game. 

The territorial rights rule is nothing more nor less than a recognition of the 
economic fact that it is far better that 1 club shall be able to live within a 
given territorial limit than that 2 or more shall die attempting to operate within 
the same limit. The primary, if not the sole, purpose of the rule is to preserve 
conditions under which some baseball may be played, rather than to limit 
the amount which may be played. 

A principal complaint against the territorial rights rule has been that it has 
served to deter the advancement of qualified cities to major league status, or 
to a higher classification within the national association. Three very important 
changes in major league alinement have been accomplished since the last hear- 
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ings conducted by this committee, and others are under active contemplation. 
But these movements to the major leagues do not tell the whole story, for many 
national association cities have reached for and have been granted higher 
The following is a year- 


classification status within the national association. 


by-year record of these advancements since 1952: 


Hollywood, Calif ; 
Los Angeles, Calif___- 
Oakland, Calif_____- 
Portland, Oreg - -- 
Sacramento, Calif__- 
San Diego, Calif 
San Francisco, Calif. --- 
Seattle, Wash__- ; 
Charleston, W. Va-__-.. 
Gastonia, N. C_.___-- 
Longview, Tex- 
Kennew ick, Wash_. 
Salem, Oreg. 
Spokane, Wash 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
Victoria, Briti ish Columbia, Canada- 
Wenatchee, Wash_ ; 
Yakima, Wash.. 


1953 
No advancements - -- 


1954 
Allentown, Pa.-- 
Blackwell, Okla. _- 
Charlotte, N. C- 
Colonial Heights, Va 
Habant, Cuba---- 7 
High Point, N. C----- 
Iola, Kans-_-- , 
Knoxville, Tenn_- 
Maryville, Tenn- -- -- 
Harlan, Ky-- ; 
Kingsport, Tenn. 
Middlesboro, Ky... 
Morristown, Tenn.._-- 
Richmond, V38- - - - 
Tallahassee, Fla_- 


1955 
Abilene, Tex. 
Albuquerque, N. Mex.. 
Amarillo, Tex. -- 
Clovis, N. Mex 
Denver, Colo-.. 
El Paso, Tex-.- 
Eugene, Oreg__-. 
Johnstown, Pa. --- 
Lubbock, Tex- 
Omaha, Nebr. --.- 
Pampa, Tex 
Plainview, Tex_- 
Reno, Nev..-.- 
Texas City, Tex 


1956 
Albuquerque, N. Mex ‘ 
Amarillo, Tex 
Austin, Tex 
Ballinger, Tex 
Carlsbad, N. Mex 
Hobbs, N. Mex 
Kinston, N. C 
Knoxville, Tenn 
Miami, Fla 
Midland, Tex- -_. 

Montgomery, Ala- - 

Roswell, N. Mex. 

San Angelo, Tex 

Topeka, Kans 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. - 
Wausau, Wis 

Wichita, Kans 

Wilson, N. C 





Advanced from— 


B. 


Class— To class 
AAA | Open. 
AAA | Open. 
AMA. 5. | Open. 
AAA... | Open. 
AAA | Open. 
AAA________| Open. 
eS Open. 
AAA... Open. 
a | AAA, 

D~ | B. 
nha eines | B. 
 B.. A. 
B | A. 
Des. A. 

, = A. 
Oe | A, 
B | A, 

| B.. | A. 
B A. 
D C. 
B | A. 
D B. 
B AAA 
D. ke | B. 
D. | C, 
D. C. 
D. C. 
D 1 C, 
D C. 
D. | ©. 
D Be 
B. | AAA 
D. B. 
6, | B. 

Cc B 
Cc | B. 
C. | B. 
tio. AAA 

ic B. 
D | B. 
Cc | A. 

Cc B. 
A AAA 
O23 | B. 
i Cc B 
D 1 C, 
Cc | B. 
| 
B. A. 
B A. 
B AA 
Cc B. 
Cc B. 

1c B. 
D | B. 

Cc | A. 

B | AAA. 
Cc | B. 

A | AA. 
Cc | B. 

© | B. 

ic | A. 
A | Open. 
D 1 C, 

A AAA, 

: 

| 
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Much has been said about the effect upon the national association of the loss 
of some of its better cities to the major leagues. Although these losses have 
caused some severe disruptions, we of the national association recognize the 
inalienable right of every individual—and every city—to seek the highest pos- 
sible level. All we ask is that the movements to higher status be accomplished 
through the orderly method prescribed by the rules. Midseason bombast, in my 
opinion, definitely does not conform to orderly procedure. Somehow the national 
association will continue to survive. We have found a way in the past. We 
will find a way in the future, so long as we are able to operate in our present 
climate, a climate which has served us so well through the years. 


DEVELOPMENTS SINCE 1951 


Action was taken by the major league and national association clubs in the 
year 1952 to create the so-called open classification in the national association, 
and the Pacific Coast League immediately availed itself of the opportunity 
created by this classification. Open classification will continue to be available 
for the accommodation of any league which is able to qualify. 

Other important improvements have been made in the national association 
since the last hearing. High on the list is one made in the uniform player 
contract in December of 1952. Up to that time the contract did not spell out 
any means for its termination on application by the player, and the right given 
the club to terminate it was an unqualified one. In December 1952 a provision 
was inserted in it for its termination upon application by the player, and the 
right of the club to terminate it was limited, in terms, to cases where the player 
(1) fails, refuses, or neglects to conform his personal conduct to standards of 
good citizenship and good sportsmanship, or to keep himself in first-class physical 
condition or to obey the club’s requirements respecting his conduct and service ; 
or (2) fails in the opinion of the club’s management to exhibit sufficient skill or 
competitive ability to qualify or continue as a member of the club’s team; or 
(3) fails, refuses, or neglects to render his services under the contract or in any 
other manner which materially breaches the contract. 

At the same time this change was made in the contract, a rule was adopted 
under which the club is held liable to an injured player for hospitalization and 
medical expense to the extent such expense would be covered by workmen’s 
compensation insurance or its equivalent. Although national association clubs 
had, as a matter of practice, very generally accorded their players this protection, 
there was no rule up to that time which specifically required the club to do so. 

In December of 1953 the major league and national association clubs took cog- 
nizance of the difficulties being experienced in the class B, C, and D leagues, 
which, as already explained, are the prep schools for all professional baseball, 
and adopted legislation of very great benefit to the stabilization of these clubs. 
This legislation consisted of the stipulation of certain substantial minimum pay- 
ments to such clubs for the right of higher classification clubs, under working 
agreements, to select five or more player contracts. 

In December 1952 an amendment was adopted, under which the monthly 
salary limits for clubs in classes A, B, C, and D were increased by an “extra 
allowance” of $600 per club. 

One of the things which has disturbed me from time to time has been state- 
ments about the peonage in the lower minors because of extremely low salaries. 
Just recently one such report carried a statement to the effect that players in 
the lower classifications were paid $100 to $200 per month, and left the impres- 
sion that such was the normal scale in the lower classifications. I fully realize 
that the salary limit rules, as set forth in the blue book, are extremely complex 
and that it would be easy for a person who is not close to actual operations to 
arrive at such a conclusion from a casual study of these rules. However, the 
facts do not bear out this unfortunate impression, as I think will be demonstrated 
when you gentlemen have before you the result of a survey we are now making, 
at your request, of player salaries in the national association. 

I can recall a somewhat similar survey made by me in 1954, following a story 
which left the impression that the average salary in classes C and D was $150 
per month. A spot check of the records in my office revealed that the average 
compensation, including bonuses, and portions of players’ salaries paid by 
optioning clubs and not charged against the salary limit, exceeded the $150 
figure by more than 100 percent. 

In considering salaries in the lower classifications, many people overlook the 
fact that players in those classifications very generally are extremely young 
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men who have not yet married and are serving an apprenticeship in an occu- 
pation which offers opportunities second to that of no other line of endeavor 
known to me. The player comes into these classifications entirely of his own 
volition. He knows the salary he is to receive, and he knows that the door is 
open to him for advancement to far greater rewards, both from the standpoint 
of fame and money, as he demonstrates his ability to earn advancement. Is 
this not the American ideal? What other line of endeavor offers to young men, 
blessed with ability to perform competitively on the field of play, such oppor- 
tunities? 

And, before I get off this subject, I think it might be well to repeat that 
professional baseball at the national association level is generally a community 
enterprise, out of which the operator reaps more glory than money. I have 
never known an operator who would not be willing, indeed anxious, ta pay 
higher salaries to his players if the receipts at the box office would support 
such payments. 

The most recent effort of the major leagues to assist national association 
clubs financially was the creation of a fund of $500,000 which is to be used to 
stabilize the national association structure by making grants to needy national 
association clubs, with a view to shoring up the individual leagues. The fund 
is being administered by a committee of major league and national association 
officials who have apopinted a coordinator to study and pass upon individual 
applications for aid. It is a little too early for me to have a solid opinion as to 
the effect this fund will have, but it is a fact that such national association 
clubs as are able to qualify for aid under the requirements set out by the com- 
mittee have available to them a chance of obtaining some relief from this fund. 

I respectfully direct the attention of this committee to the fact that, when 
I last appeared before you, in 1951, I represented a total of 49 leagues, con- 
sisting of 359 clubs, and employing in the neighborhood of 8,000 players. Today 
I represent a total of 28 leagues, consisting of 198 clubs, and employing approx- 
imately 5,000 players. A great many opinions have been expressed as to the 
reasons for this shrinkage. I, of course, have some ideas as to the reasons for 
this deflation, but I do not think that that subject is especially germane to the 
legislative questions before this committee. I should be clear, however, that 
the national association is in a titanic struggle, and it should also be clear that 
any increase in the problems with -which we have to deal, such, for example, 
as our being made subject to the antitrust laws, will greatly increase our 
difficulties. 

In its report on the hearings held in 1951 the subcommittee said: “Its [base- 
ball’s] outstanding record of honesty and integrity, maintained in today's 
chaotic world conditions, is a symbol to which the people of the United States 
may justly point with pride.” Baseball, too, points with pride to that record, 
but views with alarm any innovation that might even tend to cast the slightest 
doubt as to the absolute integrity of the game and of those who participate 
therein. 

Under the reserve clause in its present form, all players are covered, and each 
player who measures up to the standards of performance of his particular classi- 
fication or of a higher classification has a job for a current season and the assur- 
ance, which amounts almost to a certainty, of a job for the next season. 

Consider the situation involving players if there were no reserve clause. At 
worst, the players might be playing today’s game with one eye on next year, and 
the temptation on the part of other clubs to tamper with them would be great. 
At best, a player who is unfortunate enough to commit an honest error at a 
crucial point of a game might be unjustly suspected of cooperating with the 
opposing team with a view to next season’s employment. A blow would be 
struck at the integrity of the game, whether or not the suspicion was justified. 

Furthermore, I would not like to see this committee recommend to the Congress 
of the United States any bill that would throw players in great number on 
the open market at the end of the season to offer their services to the highest 
bidder. 

Let us now consider the effect of a modification of the reserve clause so that 
only a fraction of the club's total players could be reserved. Such a limitation 
would divide the players on each team into two classes; those considered to be 
essential and those considered to be expendable—the sheep and the goats. 
But, even more important, it is no more than logical to expect that each club 
would reserve the players who were considered by it to be the more valuable. 
Conceivably, a player could be induced to believe it to be in his interest to per- 
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form so as to avoid being reserved as one of the more valuable, and this sort of 
thing, gentlemen, would not contribute to preservation of the integrity of the 
game. 

Finally, as to a limitation on the number of years the individual player could 
be reserved, the table on page 5 of this statement, to which I have referred 
orally, illustrates the disastrous effect of such a program upon the clubs, for 
fully 38 percent of all national association players are now 5-year men. Of 
course, this plan would also be subject to the exposures I have already outlined 
in connection with the proposal that the reserve clause be abolished, for here, 
again, certain players would be playing, with everybody in the land knowing 
that they will be free agents at the end of the season. 

After extended hearings in 1951, during which the entire structure of pro- 
fessional baseball was examined, this subcommittee recommended “no legisla- 
tive action at this time.” Since that report, nothing has occurred within base- 
ball itself, which had adversely changed the situation as reflected in the report, 
or which would make necessary or even remotely justify bringing professional 
baseball within the ambit of the antitrust statutes. 

Several bills are now before this subcommittee. It is my earnest hope that 
you will not recommend the enactment of any bill which would subject pro- 
fessional baseball to the antitrust laws. To do so would not solve any of the 
problems which now confront our national association clubs, but, on the contrary, 
would only intensify those problems. Without the active participation of public- 
spirited citizens in the operation of national association clubs, the task of keep- 
ing the national association alive and healthy would be well-nigh impossible. 
And the difficulty of enlisting the continued support of these public-spirited citi- 
zens would, of course, be greatly increased if they feared becoming involved in 
antitrust litigation, which they neither desire nor could afford to defend. 

Some of the bills before you concern not only baseball but also other pro- 
fessional team sports. While my primary concern is with the continued exemp- 
tion of professional baseball from the antitrust laws, I would not oppose the 
exemption from those laws of other professional team sports which, in the judg- 
ment of the committee, are qualified for such exemption. 

Baseball is now in its 116th year. Had it not gained and maintained public 
confidence it would have perished long ago. There are many reasons for its 
nationwide—indeed, worldwide—appeal. First of all, it is a good game which 
provides opportunity for sparkling individual play while at the same time requir- 
ing team strategy and performance. Secondly, it is a game which all can play, 
the weak and the strong, the tall and the small. It is played in some form in 
every town and hamlet in the country. It is played by the little leagues, the 
Babe Ruth leagues, the industrial leagues, the high schools, and the colleges, 
and it has become the vehicle employed by the American Legion to teach good 
citizenship, to combat juvenile delinquency, and to teach good sportsmanship. 
Baseball affords a recreational outlet for the entire family at a reasonable price. 
The great reason, in my opinion, for this devotion to a game is its history of 
honest performance by club officials, by players, and by umpires. The game’s 
integrity has been the result of rules and regulations that baseball itself has 
imposed upon its operations. No one realizes any better than myself that baseball 
has its problems, which baseball will endeavor to solve. I cannot see where 
legislation subjecting baseball to the antitrust laws will assist in any manner in 
solving those problems, but I am firmly convinced that not only would such legis- 
lation fail to solve the problems, but that it would probably destroy the game. 


ee 
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THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY 
OF THE UNITED STATES 


393 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK |, N.Y. 


JAMES F. OATES, JR. 
PRESIOENT 


July 3, 1957 


Gent lemen: 


Por more than ten years the Equitable has enjoyed the privilege 
of participation in the provision of Group Insurance protection 
for the Players, Coaches and Trainers of Major League Baseball. 


As the originator of Group Insurance, the Equitable Society 
welcomed the opportunity to pioneer with you in the creation of 
the first Group Life and Retirement Insurance plan for the men 
who are active in this great and most American of all games. 
The careful and thoughtful provisions of the overall plan of 
protection clearly reflect, it seems to us, the high ideals of 
teamwork and fair play thet are your code. 


This current program of improved benefits is a still greater 
step forward, and we of Equitable are proud indeed of the part 
we play in the provision of this coverage for a group of men 
who are contributing so much to the wholesome enjoyment of 
American life. May the injunction "Play Ball!" - never depart 
from our national scene. 


Faithfully, 


A 


President 
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STATEMENT OF FORD C. FRICK, PRESIDENT, THE NATIONAL 
LEAGUE; ACCOMPANIED BY LOUIS CARROLL, COUNSEL—Resumed 


Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, if you might remember, when we re- 
cessed yesterday, I was discussing the reserve clause as a long-term 
contract. And we picked up on that statement, there on the middle 
of page 14. 

Now let us examine the consequences of trying to function under a 
system of ordinary long-term contracts. Considering the average 
professional life of a baseball player, that contract would run from 
10 to 20 years. How would such a contract system work? The an- 
swer is that in baseball such a system would not work. 

In baseball many are called but few are chosen. Only a small 
minority of those who enter baseball reach the major leagues; and 
only trial by fire determines the successful aspirants. In fixing the 
compensation under long-term contracts, the clubs would have to bear 
in mind these lessons of experience. Consequently the salaries of 
those who ultimately qualified would be limited by the necessity of 
carrying so many who failed to make the grade. Concurrently those 
who did not succeed would enjoy remuneration which was not merited. 
Such a system would tend to standardize compensation regardless of 
skill; would eliminate all incentive for player improvement; and 
would engender mediocrity of performance. e quality of the game 
would soon deteriorate, and the public would no longer receive a run 
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for its money. With the loss of public interest and support, the 
destruction of the game itself would soon follow. In short, a Marxian 
principle of tandardioad remuneration on the basis of occupation 
would replace the American principle of reward on the basis of merit 
and capacity. I know which system I prefer. I am sure your prefer- 
ence is the same. 

I do not propose to testify on the subject of legality of restraint 
under the antitrust laws, but my attention has been called to the fol- 
lowing statement of Mr. Justice Brandeis: 

* * * the legality of an agreement or regulation cannot be determined by 
so simple a test as whether it restrains competition. Every agreement con- 
cerning trade, every regulation of trade, restrains. To bind, to restrain, is of 
their very essence. The true test of legality is whether the restraint imposed is 
such as merely regulates, and perhaps thereby promotes competition or whether 
it is such as may suppress or even destroy competition. To determine that 
question the court must ordinarily consider the facts peculiar to the business to 
which the restraint is applied; its condition before and after the restraint was 
imposed; the nature of the restraint and its effect, actual or probable. The 
history of the restraint, the evil believed to exist, the reason for adopting the 
particular remedy, the purpose or end sought to be attained, are all relevant 
— -- 

Under those principles, I should suppose that the legality of the 
reserve clause must be tested in the light of its history, purpose and 
effect. Obviously, restraint on bargaining power or the opportunity to 
negotiate for a job or pursue a calling is not per se illegal. Every per- 
sonal service contract restricts the activities of the employee i in greater 
or lesser degree. Labor unions greatly limit the freedom of employ- 
ment of union members and of nonunion members. The closed shop 
is an example. Strict apprenticeship rules in many unions limit the 
opportunity for entering and continuing in a partic ular trade. Musi- 
clans cannot perform in many communities unless they are members 
of the local, as distinguished from the national, union. Restrictions 
upon the plac es where and the circumstances under which lawyers and 
other professional men may pursue their professions are imposed not 
only by statute but by rules and regulations of bar associations, medi- 
cal societies and the like. 

Professional baseball entertains the public by the playing of a pre- 
arranged regular schedule of league games between independently 
owned clubs. The public interest and patronage, upon which players 
and owners depend for their livelihood, demands first a good contest 
on the field and good competition among the clubs in a league, and, 
secondly, the unquestionable integrity and honesty of the game and 
its participants. Without such competition and integrity, public 
patronage will be lost and professional baseball, as a means of liveli- 
hood for thousands, will cease to exist. 

Baseball clubs, as I have said, are both competitors on the field and 
partners in business. Ordinary industry does not face the problem of 
this dual relationship. In baseball, competition is the end in itself. 
What the public pays for and demands is a competitive contest. To 
excite interest the contest must be reasonably equal and uncertain as 
to result. This feature alone distinguishes baseball from ordinary 
industry. 

The motion-picture industry has frequently but erroneously been 
compared with baseball. The only thing they have in common is 
that they are both furnishing public entertainment. But RKO is in 
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no way concerned with the business success of MGM. If RKO in- 
duced MGM’s best actors and actresses to sign up with RKO, that 
would benefit RKO and injure MGM. But, even if MGM were ruined, 
RKO would have no business concern about it; its position in the 
movie field would be strengthened. However, in baseball if a, club 
were free to induce Ted Williams, Stan Musial, Jackie Robinson, and 
Joe DiMaggio and other stars to play for it, with the result that its 
superiority became overwhelming, all other clubs in the league would 
suffer because they are really partners in baseball. Each league mem- 
ber and each play is damaged by the lessening or destruction of com- 
petition among teams, w ith resulting loss of public support. 

As between American and National Leagues and among minor 
leagues, the reserve rule is the foundation of professional baseball. 
If one jeague be permitted to raid another for players without the 
limitation of the “reserve clause,” the lower class of minor leagues 
could not exist because, as they developed players and promoted 
public interest in them, clubs in larger cities would snatch them 
away without any compensation, thus depriving the club of its play- 
ers, its team organization, its public interest and support, and its 
investment in the development of these players. The unique struc- 
ture of baseball, with the “reserve clause” as its keystone, provides a 
Nation-wide system of apprenticeship for developing players’ skills 
and experience and, at the same time, protects the player and assures 
advancement commensurate with his ability, through the draft and 
waiver rules. 

Industry also does not have the problem of public confidence in 
the loyalty of employees toemployers. The public buys Lucky Strikes 
without concern as to whether the employees of American Tobacco 
Co. are doing their best for that company or are trying to get jobs 
with Liggett. & Myers or Reynolds Tobacco Co. But the public de- 
mands that each baseball player have full loyalty to and extend his 
best efforts for his club. How can public confidence in player loyalty 
and will to win be maintained if the player, while playing for one 
club, may seek a job with another, or may be pressed with offers from 
several other clubs, against some of which he is playing? 

To preserve competition on the field, the competition for players 
must be regulated. This is an axiom in which all baseball operators 
agree and which experience has proven. 

The reserve clause cannot be considered apart from this unique na- 
ture of baseball. Baseball is a sport—a game. It must have rules 
as to how it shall be played and who shall play it. The reserve clause 
is one of the rules dealing with the question as to who shall be eligible 
to play. 

Each club must be out to win. At the same time, some equality of 
competition must be preserved. The clubs have attempted to achieve 
this—and by and large they have achieved it—by the baseball rules 
and regulations of which the reserve rule is one. 

There may be some controversy among historians as to the facts of 
baseball’s origin, but there is no argument as to when the first eli 
bility rule became necessary. That occurred on the day and hour when 
the first two baseball teams played their first competitive game. From 
the very beginning, such rules were necessary to provide a common 
basis for competition, and that first common agreement which stand- 
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ardized competition brought baseball from the category of “one old 
cat” and Anthony over into the realm of a truly American competitive 
sport. 

Without in any way attempting to delve deeply into the history of 
the game, I would like to outline for you this process of rules of 
evolution. 

From the very start of the competitive game, the serious problem 
of player eligihlity has been evident. As early as 1859, long before 
organized baseball or the first league organization was ever Sieuatied 
of, an amateur group known as the National Association of Baseball 
Players became extremely cognizant of this problem. Even at that 
early date they discovered it was impossible to maintain the type of 
honest competition that would make baseball an honorable game un- 
less there was some regulation and control of the players who partici- 
pated. Even in this early day there was a constantly growing practice 
of “stealing” players by one club from another and it became neces- 
sary to mutually adopt a rule which prevented any player from taking 
part in a match unless he had been a member of the club he repre- 
sented for at least 30 days prior to the playing of the match. 

The problem that later faced organized baseball and threatened its 
very existence, the problem that led finally to the adoption, with the 
blessing of both operators and players, of the now much-discussed 
reserve clause, was already rearing its head in that far-away baby- 
hood of the game’s development. 

It was not until 1871, 12 years after this first limited reserve clause 
was adopted, that the first professional association sprang into being. 
And because the players were professional, because they were paid 
salaries by their clubs, it was thought a reserve clause would be un- 
necessary. The new organization had no reserve rules of any sort 
and the result was chaos. Clubs raided each other for playing talent; 
contract jumping became commonplace; there was no balance of 
competition; clubs were organized and then folded up like falling 
leaves; gambling flourished; thrown games were an accepted occur- 
rence ; even honest players were under suspicion, and public confidence 
was entirely destroyed. 

Alfred Spink, commenting on the sorry state into which the game 
had fallen in 1875 and pointing out the necessity for stringent rules 
and an iron hand of direction, wrote: 

Bribery, contract breaking, dishonest playing, poolroom manipulation, and 
desertion of players became so commonplace that the respectable element of 
patrons began to drop out of attendance, until the crowds which attended the 


game were composed almost exclusively of gamblers, criminal element, and 
men who went to the grounds to bet money on the results. 


Thus it was that a game which in its early day had promised so 
much, a game which as a result of play in the Army camps during 
the War Between the States had spread in interest and popularity 
throughout the country, was now threatened with extinction. 

It was in this very period, on February 2, 1876, that William Hul- 
bert and a small group of associates met together to organize the 
National League. I would not argue with you that Mr. Hulbert and 
the others of that organizing group were entirely altruistic in their 
approach. They were businessmen who were avowedly interested 
in the professional aspect of the game, and they had a hard-headed 
awareness of the age-old economic law of survival. But they were 
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sponte, too, who recognized that the game was more important 
than the individual and public confidence more to be desired than 
easy dollars. The objectives they outlined that day in 1876 have a 
ring of sincerity as clarion today as then. Here they are: 

1. To encourage, foster, and elevate the game of baseball; to enact and enforce 
proper rules for the exhibition and conduct of the game and to make baseball 
playing respectable and honorable. 

2. To protect and promote the mutual interests of professional baseball clubs 
and professional baseball players; and, 

8. To establish and regulate the baseball championship of the United States. 

Those were the tenets then and they are the tenets now, the basis 
on which an American institution had its being and has grown, and 
toward the fulfillment of which the rules and regulations of baseball 
have been uniformly directed. 

From that simple formula has come the evolution of baseball into 
the wide popularity it enjoys today. That evolution, however, was 
not‘easy. Despite the statement of high principle those early days of 
yt epee existence were not always commendatory, gentlemen. Sel- 
fishness entered into the picture; men came into the game whose mo- 
tives were subject to question; there were cases of player oppres- 
sion; common ownership of several clubs in the same league was in 
evidence with its resultant destruction of public confidence; petty 
jealousies that threatened the very foundations of the organization— 
all these were present from time to time. With each problem new 
rules and regulations were needed to keep the game safe from en- 
croachment. But—and this seems to me important—baseball has 
never been without a nucleus of wise and far-seeing men who have 
recognized all the evil signs early, and these men have ever banded 
together to clean their own house without the need of outside prompt- 
ing or outside interference. Even in its darkest moments the men who 
governed baseball have never lost sight of the fact that in their hands 
rests the destinies of a great American institution. Nor have they 
lost sight of the fact that the game itself is greater than the clubs, the 
leagues, or the entire organization. Baseball is an American heritage 
of sportsmanship, of fair play, of competition, in which first con- 
sideration must be for the long-term welfare of the players and the 
fans ‘who make the game possible. 

At the time the National League was organized, there was no right 
to reserve. About the only regulatory rules prevalent at the time of 
organization were the observation of territorial rights and the provi- 
sion for expulsion of players or officials who were found guilty of 
bribery, throwing games, and other conduct detrimental to baseball. 
The original constitution of the league provided: 

No club shall be prevented from contracting with a player for the reason that 
he is already under contract to another club, provided the service to be rendered 
under the second contract is not to begin until the expiration of the first 
contract. 

In less than 2 years of operation the impossibility of maintaining 
the game under such a provision became apparent. Players were 
constantly being ipitcasad by other clubs with promises of future 
employment; games were being thrown; players were disgruntled 
and unhappy, and it became obvious that some other form of con- 
tractual arrangement was necessary if fair competition was to be 
maintained and the game was to endure. Raiding became so prev- 











300 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


alent that in one instance five of the finest players of one club were 
seduced by one club from another, practically breaking up the team. 

In 1879 there was finally adopted the first reserve vali drawn specif- 
ically to combat the evils outlined. In this original rule each club 
was permitted to reserve the services of five men by filing with the 
league president, before the expiration of the season, the names of the 
players whose contracts were reserved forthe following season. Other 
clubs were forbidden by the rule to negotiate with these reserved 
players. 

Again experience proved that the rule was inadequate. The nucleus 
of five players was not sufficient to insure a club continuity. It is 
interesting to note, too, that in this period there was objection to 
the rule from the players—not because they thought the rule was 
restrictive but because, they argued, the player who was not reserved 
was thereby discredited as a per former, his reputation injured, and 
his standing with the fans destroyed. Consequently, in 1883, in 
connection with the drawing of the first agreement between leagues, 
the reserve clause was inserted in that document as an integral part 
of baseball’s organizational set-up, and since that time it has re- 
mained as one of the foundation stones of the organized game. So 
importantly did the reserve clause loom in the minds of the men 
drawing the first national agreement that it became the very first sub- 
ject covered in that agreement and provided that the number of reserve 
players be increased to 11 of a total of 12 to 15 players per club. 

Since that date the reserve clause has continued to be the foundation 
stone of all baseball operations. It is true that during the early 
years there was from time to time objection on the part of the players 
on the basis that the reserve clause was too restrictive. As a matter 
of fact, this objection led to the resignation in 1889 of a large group 
of players from the National League. They formed their own league, 
known as the Brotherhood. This was followed by the so-called 
Brotherwood war, centered about the reserve clause. In that con- 
nection it is very interesting to note that while the Brotherhood 
objected to the reserve clause on the part of the National League, 
when the players formed their own league they themselves imme- 
diately inserted the clause in their own contracts covering all players. 

In the ensuing negotiations between organized baseball and the 
Brotherhood, the players’ committee, consisting of John W. Ward, 
Dan Brouthers, and Ned Hanlon, were given carte blanche to make 
a complete survey and to study all haseball’s organization and make 
any recommendations they might desire for a formula for main- 
taining a continuity of basebal] without the reserve clause. After 
3 months of study these three gentlemen returned with the state- 
ment that they could find no substitute for the reserve clause; that 
they believed the reserve clause was necessary for the welfare of 
both baseball and the players, and that they recommended its con- 
tinuance as a permanent part of baseball’s rules and regulations. 
Since that time there has been no serious complaint from players as 
to any unfairness of the reserve clause. On two separate occasions 
within the last 5 years the player representatives of all 16 major 
league clubs have gone on record publicly that the reserve clause 
is essential to their best interests and to the operation of baseball. 
The players realize that as a result of the reserve clause more leagues 
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are able to operate; more opportunity is. provided for player em- 
ployment ; continuity of employment is better assured ; there is greater 
opportunity for young players to develop to major-leagne status; 
and salaries have been increased to a degree that would not be possible 
if there were no right of reserve. 

The mere inclusion of the reserve clause, however, did not end base- 
ball’s struggle for existence or solve all the problems confronting the 
organization in maintaining fair competition and public confidence. 
From the moment the reserve clause was adopted baseball leaders had 
an awareness of their responsibility. They recognized that it was 
equally necessary to adopt safeguards which would guarantee the 
player fair and equitable treatment. As the baseball structure ex- 
pended and the minor league organizations continued to develop and 
grow, it became evident, too, that some sort of procedure needed to be 
adopted which would guarantee to the player, first, his right to move 
from a lower to a higher classification as his ability warranted and, 
second, his right to remain in the highest possible classification so long 
as his ability warranted. This resulted in the formation, on Septem- 
ber 6, 1901, of the national association set up to handle affairs of the 
minor leagues. 

With the avowed purpose of protecting the players’ interests while 
at the same time providing an instrument for the movement of players 
between major and minor leagues, two far-reaching rules were estab- 
lished. First was the selection or draft rule. This rule, instituted 
voluntarily by the clubs and the leagues themselves, provides the right 
of a club of a higher classification to select at the end of the season, 
the contract of a player in a lower classification and to move that 
player to as high a classification as his abilities would permit. 

It was at approximately this same time, too, that the American and 
National Leagues entered together into the national agreement cover- 
ing the conduct of major league baseball. Again in writing the oper- 
ating rules covering the terms of the agreement, attention was paid to 
the establishment of safeguards which would protect the rights of 
individuals. Rules were established which would not only permit 
players to acquire major league status as quickly as their abilities 
would permit, but which would also guarantee to the player his con- 
tinuance in the major leagues as long as his services could be used by 
any club of major league status. 

This rule, known as the waiver rule, provides that a major league 
player, for instance, cannot be sent to a club or league of lower clas- 
sification unless waivers have first been obtained from all 15 other 
major league clubs. So long as any one of the 16 major league clubs 
feels that a player has major league ability that player cannot be sent 
outright to the minors. The same waiver rule also appears in the 
national association agreement and grants to minor league players the 
same privilege and the same right which is granted under the major 
league rule. 

To correct. a possible inequality the major leagues voluntarily 
adopted a further limitation by providing in the contract and in the 
rules that no player’s contract may be released unconditionally until 
that contract has first been offered to every other club in the major 
leagues at a token payment of $1. If any club be willing to assume 
the contract, the player is then given the right himself to decide 
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whether he will report to that claiming club with full guaranty of his 
contract salary, or will accept his unconditional release and make 
whatever deal he desires for his own services. 

I —— that in presenting this outline of baseball organization 
and baseball rules, I have not gone into the intimate detail of oper- 
ation that would govern individionl cases. My attempt has been only 
to outline to you the broad structure under which baseball operates ; to 
inform you of the many problems that must be met if the game as we 
know it today is to be properly supervised and kept honest and clean; 
and to impress upon you the fact that through the years there has 
been on the part of baseball officials and operators a keen awareness of 
their responsibility to player and public and an earnest desire to offer 
to the men who play the game an opportunity to progress according to 
their abilities and to be paid salaries far above the national average. 

These are notempty words. The real test of the character of think- 
ing of the men who hold in their hands the destinies of organized 
baseball, can be measured by their actions as well as by words. Let’s 
apply a yardstick for three specific measurements : 

1. What has been the contribution of baseball to public welfare? 

2. What has been the attitude of baseball toward its players? And 

3. How has baseball handled its responsibility to the fans? 

Surely those three measurements should determine whether base- 
ball has met its responsibilities and its obligations fully and complete- 
ly or whether it has been cold and heartless and selfish. 

First, as to public welfare: It has been commonly stated, and I 
am sure the members of this subcommittee agree, that one of our great 
sociological problems today is the question of juvenile delinquency. 
Baseball men are, of course, not experts in social fields, nor do they 
profess to be. However, being typical American citizens, with nor- 
mal interest in family and civic problems, they have recognized their 
responsibility in this field. One should not, I suppose, measure any 
contribution to the humanities in dollars alone, but dollars are im- 
portant in handling even a humanitarian program. One of the great- 
est contributions in the fight against juvenile delinquency has been the 
American Legion baseball program—a program which for 25 years 
has given youngsters throughout the country an ee, for rec- 
reation, for competition, for instruction, and for clean play. During 
the years the American Legion program has been in existence, organ- 
ized baseball has contributed more than $1,000,000 to its maintenance. 
‘This contribution was made voluntarily, and because the men in base- 
ball believed the American Legion program was worth while. I am 
sure the Legion officers themselves will tell you that without this as- 
sistance of organized baseball the American Legion program could 
never have existed. 

Baseball each year is contributing from its funds to assist in the 
development of high-school baseball, and is working in close coopera- 
tion with the National High School Association to make sure that boys 
are given a chance to play; that they are properly coached and prop- 
erly instructed. 

Throughout the baseball organization knothole gangs have been 
organized. Through the knothole gangs, boys and girls of school 
age are admitted free to major league games upon the presentation 
of their knothole gang card. These cards in turn are issued to the 
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oungsters by the school authorities and in order to qualify for knot- 

ole gang membership youngsters must be up in their school work, 
and must be trained in sportsmanship and good citizenship. Thou- 
sands of youngsters are admitted free of charge through knothole 
gang affiliation to each one of our 16 major league parks each year— 
a total of 2 or 214 million free admissions each year. 

Nor is that all. Each year most of our major league clubs play 
games from which the entire proceeds go to various organizations 
whose aim is to combat juvenile delinquency. These include police 
athletic leagues, sandlot baseball organizations, city playgrounds and 
organizations of that type. The complete expense of these games is 
borne by the ball clubs, and the total receipts, totaling many thousands 
of dollars per year, are turned over 100 percent to these organizations. 
Surely there is in this activity of baseball no indication of heartless- 
ness, or selfishness, or a lack of public responsibility. The total con- 
tribution of baseball to these public services exceeds the contribution 
of any other organization of similar income anywhere in the Nation. 

In time of war 100 percent effort is demanded of everyone. 

Let us take a look at baseball’s record during World War If. To 
the best of my knowledge no request was ever made for the deferment 
of any man on the grounds that he was needed to play baseball. The 
major league turn-over of payers going into the armed services was 
well over 250 percent. And I have a feeling that Mr. Trautman will 
tell you that the turn-over in the minor leagues was even greater than 
that. 

During the war period, major league baseball contributed $416,- 
052.92 to the United Service Organizations. Contributions totaling 
$567,026.51 were made to Army-Navy Relief; $163,279.42 was eon- 
tributed to the American Red Cross during the season of 1943 alone 
and a similar contribution was made to the National War Fund during 
that same season. In addition, from the 1943 world series, $154,186.74 
was contributed to the American Red Cross and a similar amount to 
the National War Fund. 

Baseball contributed $250,814.96 to the baseball equipment fund 
for the armed services—all of this by your major leagues. To that 
you can add $259,871.87 contributed by the national association, 

These represent a total in cash contributions from baseball’s coffers 
of $2,128,698.58 made in years in which baseball on the whole finished 
in the red. All of this was over and above the contributions of the 
individual clubs. 

Nor is that all—baseball through its own efforts was responsible 
for the sale of Government bonds at its parks and in special events 
totaling $1,027,923,225. According to official Treasury figures this 
total represents 175,000 individual purchasers, all reached through 
personal solicitation by baseball players and executives. 

It is interesting to note, too, that not all of baseball’s contribution 
was made in dollars. During this period, major league clubs played 
61 exhibition games in Army and Navy camps for the entertainment 
of the men in the Armed Forces. Clubs gave of their time, players 
of their efforts to stage these games, and every penny of expense was 
borne by the clubs themselves. Motion pictures of such events as 
the all-star games and the world series were made and distributed, 
at baseball’s expense to service areas in all parts of the globe. Surely, 
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again there is no sign here of a lack of awareness of responsibility 
on the part of the men who operate baseball. 

And now measurement 2: How have baseball operators treated 
their players. The baseball player, as you understand, is employed 
for approximately 6 months out of each year. During the remain- 
ing 6 months he is at liberty to engage in*his own business or other 
gainful activities. Yet on a 6-months’ basis the salaries paid to ma- 
jor league players have been and are today far above the average 
American wage for skilled workers on a year-round basis. Today 
the average salary of all the players in the National League is ap- 
proximately $12,000 per season. I do not, unfortunately, have the 
figures on the American League, but I think I can assure you gentle- 
men that the American League average is approximately the same. 

These salaries are paid on the basis ef player performance, and 
there are cases on record, which show such salaries paid even in 
years when the club paying the salaries was losing as high as $150,000 
to $200,000 per year on its operation. 

In the major league players’ contract the player is guaranteed his 
salary if he is transferred from one major league club to another or 
from a major league club to a minor league club, and is guaranteed 
moving expenses up to $500 on every transfer. He is guaranteed all 
proper and necessary traveling expenses, including board, lodging, 
pullman accommodations and during the training season is given an 
allowance of $25 per week to cover miscellaneous training trip ex- 
penses. His contract provides further that regardless of how poor 
his performance may be in any given season, regardless of the fi- 
nancial status of the club or regardless of any financial loss that may 
have been incurred, the player’s salary may not be reduced more than 
—— in the following season. 

aseball each year, as you know, plays a world series, the cham- 
pion to be the club first to win four games. Putting on a world se- 
ries, gentlemen, is a very expensive proposition for the clubs in- 
volved, but the receipts of the first four games largely go into the 
players’ pool and the player is guaranteed his world series share even 
though, as frequently happens, the series goes only four games and 
the clubs involved may lose considerable sums of money and in any 
event make little or nothing. It is obvious that the greatest protection 
to the club in world series, if baseball wanted to be selfish, would be to 
have club players share alike in any and all games that were played. 
However, baseball operators recognize that is not feasible. Such a 
lan would immediately cast suspicion on the participating players. 
t would lead in some instances to public loss of confidence and the 
belief that the series was being prolonged in order that the share 
of both players and owners might be greater. 

The all-star game was conceived by Mr. Arch Ward, of the Chicago 
Tribune in 1933 and has been played annually since that time except 
in 1944. All receipts of that game have from its inception gone to 
the benefit of the players with the single exception that during the 
war these funds were voluntarily surrendered by players and owners 
alike and contributed to the Red Cross, the USO, and other war 
organizations. In the beginning the all-star funds were contributed 
to a players’ welfare association to care for old and ill ball players 
both minor and major. In recent years, these funds have gone to help 
pay the costs of the players’ pension fund. 
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And now a word about the players’ pension fund: This fund, under- 
written and guaranteed by the baseball clubs, provides insurance for 
the player during his playing days both off the field and on and in 
addition provides a pension commensing at age 50 and paying sums 
varying from $50 to $100 per month for life for all players who have 
been in the major leagues 5 years or longer. I believe if you examine 
the records of the insurance companies, you will find that never before 
has any group offered such a contract—a contract that starts to pay 
at age 50 and that requires only 5 years of service to qualify. Most 
industrial pension plans, as you know, are based on a retirement age 
of 65 and require from 15 to 20 years in order to qualify. This player 
pension plan is an employee contributory plan, but the plan is guar- 
anteed unequivocally by the clubs, which have bound themselves to 
make up any and all deficits, and which have borne 80 to 85 percent 
of the costs. Surely these facts establish that baseball has served the 
welfare and the best interests of the men who play the game. 

And now for our third yardstick: Have baseball and the baseball 
owners been cognizant of their responsibility to the fans? The first 
question I imagine would be whether or not the fan gets full value for 
his dollar when he goes to the ball game. Suppose + we take a look at 
the record: For over 30 years there has been little or no change in 
baseball's basic charge. Bleacher seats today are 50 cents; grandstand 
admission today is $1, plus, of course, such varying taxes as have from 
time to time been assessed by Federal, State, and in some instances 
city authorities. 

Mr. Peter S. Craig, in his study of organized baseball, makes these 
two very pertinent observations, and I quote: 

First, the real cost of witnessing professional baseball today is as low as it 
bas ever been since 1915 and is 40 percent below 1933; second, the owners’ real 
income from each fan is lower than it has ever been in the period stated. Fed- 
eral taxes and the 60-cent dollar have reduced his take of the admission price 
to 50 cents compared to a previous low of 63 cents in 1919 and a high of $1.08 


in 1933. 

The Cuarrman. I just want to interrupt there. Mr. Peter Craig is 
the special assistant on our staff. 

Mr. Frick. I think I have met Mr. Craig. 

This record should be considered in light of the fact that during the 
same period operating costs and taxes ‘have substantially increased. 

For his dollar the fan gets from approximately 2 to 214 hours of the 
highest type of competitive entertainment. The hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars that are spent each year by baseball clubs in their 
efforts to develop players and bring them to a high standard: of 
efficiency ; the dollars that each year are paid into park improvements 
so that fans ms 1y watch the game in complete comfort and amid - ya 
class surroundings; all these are proof of the fact that baseball i 
aware of its responsibility to the fan and that “Baseball today atin 
the best amusement buy per dollar in America.” 

Most important of all, baseball protects the fan by its constant polic- 
ing of the game; by its regulations and rules and by its every action 
taken to discourage and punish any crookedness, and to guarantee an 
honest contest, honestly conducted and honestly won. 

In closing, may I now once again express my complete faith not 
only in organized baseball as it is presently operated but in the im- 
portance of the game itself. Surely it is a game of, for, and by the 
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American people; a game in which all of us have both a stake and @ 
personal interest ; a game typically American in its concept and a part 
of American life. 

I am sure that today the many millions of American baseball fans 
join with me in the belief that baseball should continue as it is. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your time and your attention. I 
have tried to duck questioning as long as I could with this long state- 
ment, but now I am ready. 

The CuarrMan. Now it is going to be our turn. 

Mr. Goupstrry. Mr. Chairman, may I ask some questions? 

The Crratrman. Mr. Goldstein. 

Mr. Goxpstretn. Mr. Frick, is section 10 of the uniform players’ 
contract which is used by both of the major leagues, and which is 
entitled “The Renewal Clause,” is that one of the elements that make 
up the so-called reserve clause ? 

Mr. Frick. I have not a copy of the contract here. As you men- 
tioned, I am quite sure it is. 

Mr. Goxpsrern. I shall be glad to furnish you with a copy. 

Mr. Frick. I am quite sure it is section 10; yes. I do now recall 
the section. 

Mr. Goxpstrin. Now, would it be a correct interpretation of that 
clause that the player, if he is not made a free agent, agrees to play 
for the club reserving his services, or the club to which this contract 
is assigned, and for no other club during the next playing season? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Gotpstern. Now, according to the reserve clause, or the renewal 
clause, if you will, if the player and the club have not agreed upon 
salary terms by March 1, is not the club given the option to renew the 
contract at a salary which it determines? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Goupste1n. Does this mean that a hold-out is technically con- 
sidered to be under contract to the club exercising its option ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; technically it does. 

Mr. Gcupstern. And thus, if a player refuses to renew his contract 
because of the salary differences with his club, may he sign with an- 
other club in organized baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. No. 

Mr. GotpsTEIN. Is it, therefore, your understanding that the reserve 
rule is an agreement among the respective clubs of organized baseball, 
or, rather, between each player and his respective club? 

Mr. Frick. I think the reserve clause is a contract between the 
player and his club. 

Mr. Gotpstern. All right, sir. 

The Cuarrman. It is more than that; is it not, Mr. Frick? 

Mr. Fricx. It is more than that through the major-minor league 
rules, in which each club agrees to respect the reserve list of other 
clubs—not the reserve clause, but the reserve list, which is filed with 
the commissioner’s office each year at the end of the season and covers 
the following season, the reserve of 40 players. 

Mr. McCutxocn. And that is an agreement with the various clubs, 
one with the other? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. That is your major league agreement 
and your major-minor league agreement, as differing from the 
contract. 
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The Cuarrman. And there are some three hundred and eighty-odd 
clubs that are involved in any of those agreements? 

Mr. Frick. I have the number in my statement. I do not recall it. 
Three hundred and eighty-two, I believe it was. I am not sure. It 
is in my statement. 

The Cuatrman. I think it is 382. 

Mr. Frick. I think it is. 

The Cuarrman. So, all those clubs are indirectly made parties to 
— agreement, as made by any one club with any one player? 

r. Frick. All of those clubs, if they are minor leagues, are parties 
to the National Association agreement and the major-minor-league 
rules. If they be major league clubs, they are parties to the major 
league agreement, the major league rules, and the major-minor league 
rules. 

The CratrmMan. Now, does this agreement also refer to agreements 
made with clubs in Canada? 

Mr. Frick. I beg your pardon? 

The Cuatrman. Is the agreement made between a player and a club 
also related to other agreements made between the major leagues and 
the minor leagues in the United States with the leagues in Canada, 
Cuba, and Mexico? 

Mr. Frick. That question is a rather confusing one, Mr. Chair- 
man. I think, if I know what you mean, I can answer it this way: 
That that agreement affects all clubs who are part of the baseball 
organization. There are clubs in Canada, in the irtebnatsen League, 
Toronto, Montreal, and Ottawa, who are, of course, parties to this 
agreement. I understand—and this is not my realm, but is rather the 
commissioner’s duty—there have been contract relations made with 
four countries. I believe they are Cuba, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, and 
Panama. To the best of my knowledge, there is no baseball agreement 
with clubs or leagues in Mexico. 

Mr. Goutpstetn. By that you mean no written agreement, Mr. Frick? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; to the best of my knowledge, no written agree- 
ment. 

The CHarrman. Now, without casting any reflection on baseball, 
that is what we call a cartel; that is, an agreement made with entities 
in various countries, one with the other. 

Mr. Frick. That is a very interesting statement, Mr. Chairman, 
and I think I understand exactly what you mean. 

The Cuarrman. Without reflection on baseball, I merely wanted to 
say that. 

Mr. Frick. May I say this: That any agreement that is made with 
Puerto Rico or with Panama or with Venezuela or with Cuba was 
made, not at the instigation of organized baseball, not because organ- 
ized baseball was trying to expand, but because the peoples of these 
countries wanted baseball, and they wanted to become an organiza- 
tion, and they came to us and made a plea that they be permitted 
to join it. 

The Cuatrman. That may be the reason behind it. But, funda- 
mentally, if there is an agreement between, say, steel companies in 
the United States and steel companies in England and France and 


Italy, that may commonly be termed a cartel. There may be varia- 
tions from it. 
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Now, again, I do not want to cast any reflections on baseball. But, 
for want of a better term, I cannot conceive:how you could call it any- 
thing else—namely, the agreement that you mentioned—save calling 
it a cartel. 

Mr. Frick. Not being a lawyer, I could not argue that point with 
you. And if that is the term, I accept the term, certainly. 

Mr. Stevens. May I ask one question ? 

Mr. Frick, under the standard contract, this clause 1 defines the 
term of the contract, as I understand it. It states that the club employs 
the player during the year, and then there is a blank and “195— blank.” 

What would normally be filled in if it is a 1-year contract? Would 
it just read “during the year 1951”? 

r. Frick. During the year of the season; yes. 

Mr. Stevens. Then the player would be under contract throughout 
1951; would that be correct ? 

Mr. Frick. If he is signed to a contract before March 1, 1951, his 
contract is for 1951. In a few isolated instances, clubs have made 
contracts for 2 or 3 years, but that is not a comimon practice. 

Mr. Stevens. Take the normal contract for 1951, say, on February 
of 1952; would that player be under contract? 

Mr. Frick. He is under reserve, and the contract says he shall be 
under reserve if he is tendered a contract. He is not yet under contract 
until the terms of the contract are agreed upon. He is under a reserve 
which is a part of the contract. And it provides that, as long as he 
is reserved, no club will deal with him, nor will he deal with them. 

Mr. Srevens. Let me ask again, make it January 15th, and assume 
no contract for 1952 has been tendered to him; is he under contract? 

Mr. Frick. January 1h? Yes. 

Mr. Stevens. January 15 of 1952? 

Mr. Frick. Y es, Sir. 

Mr. Stevens. Assuming that subsequently no contract is tendered, 
would he have been under contract on January 15? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. He is under contract on January 15, and they 
have until February 1 to tender him a new contract. 

Mr. Stevens. In other words, the contract which specifies for 1951 
actually places him under contract during January of 19524 

Mr. Frick. It places him under reserve, yes, for January, 1952. 

Mr. Stevens. Now, that is the point I am trying to get clear on. 
Is it under reserve or is it under contract ¢ 

Mr. Kearttne. I think that is a legal question. I do not think that 
the witness can answer that. 

Mr. Frick. I am not a lawyer. I cannot deal in nuances of legal 
terminology, I must confess to you. I am trying to make it clear that 
we have a reserve clause, and I told you very frankly that the reserve 
clause reserves the right to a club to recontract with a player on a 
negotiated salary year after year. 

The CuamrmMan. You have lawyers behind you, good lawyers. Per- 
haps they could answer it. 

Mr. Porter, would you care to answer the question ? 

Mr. Porter. I will refer it to Mr. Carroll. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Carroll. 

Mr. Srevens. Perhaps I can clarify it. 

I did not mean to get into a legal discussion with the witness, but 
I just wanted to ask him this: Does it not depend on whether a 
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reserve list is filed in November of 1951 as to whether the player is 
under reserve for January 1952? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; that is true. The reserve rule is, as you see in 
our rules, that the club must file the list of players they wish to reserve. 

Mr. Srevens. And the question whether he is under reserve, then, 
depends on compliance with the rules rather than anything that 
would be found in just the contract itself ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. All these sections go into what is com- 
monly called the reserve clause. I thought I made that clear; that 
it is not just a contract. He does two things. He signs a contract 
which provides what you have mentioned. He also agrees in his con- 
tract to be governed by the rules, and the rules in turn specify certain 
other limitations, so that your whole reserve is dovetailed, and is a 
package of three different things. 

Mr. McCut.ocu. Mr. Chairman, the witness said that he was not 
a lawyer. 

I would be interested in knowing your business experience from 
the time of that cow pasture in northern Indiana until you became 
president of the league. 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Congressman, that is a very long, and I am not 
sure particularly interesting, story. 

Mr. McCutsocn. You can skip the detailed history. I would like 
to know what you have done. 

Mr. Frick. I was a teacher in high school, and I taught in college. 
I played a couple of summers of semiprofessional baseball. I 
worked on newspapers. I was a stenographer. I ran an advertising 
agency. I was in radio and baseball. 

I think that qualifies it. 

‘Mr. Goopwin. You have had no experience operating a locomotive? 

Mr. Frick. Not yet. I am looking forward to it. 

Mr. Keattne. I would like to ask a question about these contracts 
in foreign countries. 

Mr. Frick. I beg your pardon. I cannot quite hear that. 

Mr. Kratine. I would like to ask a question about these contracts 
in these four foreign countries. Do they have leagues of their own, 
like Venezuela, for instance ? 

Mr. Frick. That, Mr. Congressman, is a question that I am not an 
expert on, because, as I say, that does not come in my province. That 
is the province of the commissioner’s office. It is all being handled 
there. 

I understand they have a club called the Caribbean League, in which 
they play in their home countries and then eventually get together 
for a play-off. Now, that is my understanding. I have never had 
any correspondence or any contact with that particular phase of base- 
ball. That is all handled by the commissioner’s office. 

Mr. Keratine. In what respect are they in any contractual arrange- 
ment with our American and National League clubs, for instance? 

Mr. Frick. Again, I must confess that this is largely a personal 
opinion. As I understand it, major league baseball players are not 
permitted to play down there, except they be nationals of the country. 
If they came up and said, “We developed those boys, and we have 
sent them up to you; our people want them to play; we can use them 
in the winter,” and if they are nationals, we permit them to be used. 
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The National Association, the asociation of the Minor Leagues, 
has a rule which permits a limited number of their players to appear 
during the winter. 

You see, this is not a competitive league. They are playing in the 
winter when we are playing in the summer. 

Mr. Hiturnes. Could you tell us anything about this Mexican 
League which created a great controversy on the reserve clause ? 

Mr. Frick. Pretty much what I read in the newspapers, sir. I had 
nothing to do with the Mexican League negotiations. 

Mr. Goupstern. Mr. Frick, turning again to the reserve clause, I 
believe it is correct that you originally stated that it was an agreement 
which runs between the player and the club; it has an effect on both 
the player and the club; is that correct ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Goupstern. Now, I would like to ask your comment on excerpts 
from a letter by Mr. A. G. Mills, whom I believe most historians of 
basebal] recognize as the father of the reserve clause. Mr. Mills, who 
from 1882 to 1884 was president of the National League, wrote to the 
editor of Sporting Life on May 31, 1888. In part, his letter reads as 
follows: 

Associations— 
referring to leagues— 
may forbid all but one of their club members to enter into contract with, employ 
under any kind of agreement or understanding, or even to negotiate with, certain 
specified players. But that is the limit beyond which they cannot legally or 
justifiably go. The reserve rule, as I formulated it, for the use of the clubs of 
our alliance, placed its obligations upon such clubs and prohibited them from 
employing or negotiating with players reserved to other clubs. The penalties 
prescribed for the violation of such reserve rule were placed upon the clubs and 
the associations of which they were members, and not upon the players who were 
not parties to the compact. 

Now, would you care to comment on the change, the historical 
change, from the point where the reserve rule was enforceable against 
the clubs as distinguished from enforcement against the players at the 
present time? 

Mr. Frick. I know nothing at all about the historical change, and 
I know not a great deal about the history of the reserve rule except as 
T have developed it through some research and study, and not too ex- 
haustively. I am judging the reserve clause, the so-called reserve 
clause, on the basis of its operation as of today. 

Now, there were probably in the history of this clause, many angles 
and many elements that I know nothing about. I have to judge by 
results rather than purpose, cause or intent, as far as I can. 

Now, I made the statement to you that I thought the reserve clause 
affected player and club. That is because the negotiation is between 
player and club. Undoubtedly the ramifications of the reserve clause 
result in all clubs being party to that thing, all clubs in organized 
baseball, obviously, because they all agreed to abide by the major- 
minor league rules which provide that they will not interfere with 

Mr. Gotpstern. Let me see if I can clarify it, Mr. Frick. 

Without reference then to history, let us for the sake of argument 
accept the hypothesis that when the reserve rule was first created the 
concept was that the reserve rule would be enforcible. against the 
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clubs; in other words, in order to maintain competition a club would 
be penalized if it attempted to steal a player from another club? 

Mr. Frick. They still are. 

Mr. Gotpstrern. Mr. Mills, using this hypothesis again, went on to 
say that the rule would not be enforcible against the player. In other 
words, the player himself would not be subject to a sanction if he— 
let us take an example—went outside organized baseball as distin- 
guished from staying within baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Goxpstern. And the question I have, sir, after that rather 
lengthy preamble, is whether or not you would care to comment on 
whether it is more desirable to have the reserve rule specifically and 
solely applied against the clubs in organized baseball as distinguished 
from enforcement against players. 

Mr. Frick. No; I would not subscribe to that. I think that the 
reserve clause by its very nature needs to be applied against both 
player and club. I think there must be some disciplinary action that 
could be taken against the player as well as against the club. 

In other words, I find no great fault with the reserve clause as it is 
presently operated. 

Mr. GotpsreIn. You have said, have you not, in your opening state- 
ment that the purpose of the reserve rule, as I remember it, is to achieve 
competition within organized baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. Right. 

Mr. Gotpsretn. Now, to what degree is competition lessened within 
organized baseball if player X, violating his reserve rule, goes to a 
league outside of organized baseball? In other words, how is com- 
petition harmed? 

Mr. Frick. A club in baseball, as I tried to make clear in my pre- 
liminary statement—the employment of players in baseball is on the 
basis that that player delivers a unique and unusual service. Now, if 
you were talking about an unskilled worker and put the same applica- 
tion, I would say not at all, because I can reach over here, if this 
unskilled worker leaves me, and pick up another one and employ him 
and the machinery goes on the same. 

That is not quite true with baseball players, because they are un- 
usual and unique. <A club goes out with one idea in mind—of building 
the best possible baseball club to win the most possible games and gain 
the highest possible position in the league of which it is a member. 

Now, also you must remember that the player supply is much less 
than the demand; I mean, capable, trained, high-class performers. 
Supply is short. 

onsequently, to take or to permit to take a skilled, unique service 
from: a club here, and move it over to a club there not only disrupts 
this club, it disrupts the balance of competition, as I have told you, 
and it makes it almost impossible to replace. There is a damage in 
that thing when that player leaves. 

Mr. Goxpstern. Let us take a hypothetical case along that line. 
Let us take a class D league player, a minor league player, who 
resigns from organized baseball in order to operate a gasoline sta- 
tion. Is the reserve rule invoked against him to prevent him from 
operating a gasoline station? Does his absence, in other words 

Mr. Frick. Theoretically, yes; actually, no. Baseball is not out 
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to hit a person on the head because that person does not do exactly 
as we think he should. Every man, of course, has a right to quit 
baseball, and he is put on the list of men who are ineligible to play 
baseball, but he can be reinstated and brought back—your man who 
is running a gasoline station—any time he pleases. 

The Cuamman. The power is there, but you do not invoke it ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Goupstrein. Your concept of a class D player in his first season 
is that of a highly skilled man whose services are irreplacable ? 

Mr. Frick. No; quite the contrary. I think I made that clear, that 
one of the great virtues of the reserve clause is the fact that it permits 
us to take an unskilled man, a boy who is just coming off the sand- 
lots. You gentlemen must recognize that a lawyer is not made by 
a boy saying, “I am going to study law.” He has a desire and he 
wants to, and he goes to school to study it. 

Mechanics are not made by merely the expression, “I am going 
to be a mechanic.” There is a long period of apprenticeship. There 
is a long period of training. 

As I pointed out, one of the great virtues of the reserve clause is 
the fact that by retaining the services of a man when he is ready, 
then we can afford to maintain minor league associations and to bring 
this player up and to carry him through an apprenticeship. Cer- 
tainly he is not a finished ballplayer when he comes up to class D. 

Mr. Goupste1n. But let us get back to the question of achieving 
competition. Is not the sense of the argument for the reserve clause 
that you want to maintain the confidence of the fans in the game 
so that there is no question of a man’s motives when he is playing 
on a team and i negotiating with another team? Are those 
not the major factors in the reserve rule, so that the clubs can maintain 
a certain degree of stability and that there can be an honest and 
confident belief in the integrity of the game? 

Mr. Frick. That certainly is an important element; yes. There are 
many facets to this thing. 

Mr. Goipsterin. Now, to what. degree are those elements satisfied 
by saying that a player who goes outside of organized baseball for 
his livelihood is hurting organized baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. I do not understand exactly the point you are trying 
to get. I wish I did. Perhaps I am a little dense on that. I thought 
I had answered it. 

Mr. Stevens. Could I ask this question, Mr. Frick? Perhaps this 
would clarify it. Assume that Stan Musial, so that we have a player 
of recognized, unique characteristics, in one instance were to quit and 
go to England and play baseball and in another were to quit and sell 
insurance; would there be any difference in the effect on organized 
baseball between the two situations ¢ 

Mr. Frick. No. You would still lose Stan Musial. 

Mr. Stevens. It would have the same effect ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, but there is this difference. As long as he is going 
out to run a garage and he is not playing baseball for anyone else, he 
is not giving the services for which you had contracted. Now, if he 
goes out and plays baseball for somebody else, then it seems to me 
there is a property right involved in that. 

Again, I do not want to get into legal discussions. But it seems to 
me that there is a property right involved there. 
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The Cuarmman. You say that there is a property right that a club 
has ina player ? 

Mr. Frick. I would think so, a contractual right, yes, sir. 

Mr. Gotpstetn. And that property right is good against the whole 
world, no matter where he plays, whether it is Afghanistan, England, 
or Mexico? 

Mr. Frick. I doubt very much whether any action would be taken 
against Afghanistan if they took Mr. Musial to Afghanistan. 

Mr. Gotpstewn. But against Mr. Musial if he went ‘to Afghanistan ? 

Mr. Frick. No; I doubt very much if the FBI would be asked to go 
over to Afghanistan and bring Mr. Musial back. 

Mr. Gotpstetn. Would he be blacklisted ? 

Mr. Frick. He would be declared ineligible. I do not like the word 
“blacklist.” 

The Cuarrman. Would he not be blacklisted, Mr. Frick ? 

Mr. Frick. I do not think “blacklisted” is the word. He would be 
ineligible to play. 

The CuarrMan. Maybe you do not like that term. But what is the 
effect of ineligibility ? 

Mr. Frick. It depends on what the cause of ineligibility is. 

The Cuatrman. You tell us in your own language. 

Mr. Frick. There are many things in baseball, and I think maybe 
if you will give me a moment I can find for you just what I have in 
mind. 

The reasons for ineligibility to baseball are outlined in rule 21. The 
first reason for ineligibility is throwing a ball game. The second 
reason for ine ligibility i is betting on a be ill game. 

The Cuatrman. I did not ask the causes for declaring a man in- 
eligibile. What is ineligibility, in your own language, and what is the 
effect of ineligibility ? 

Mr. Frick. Ineligibility in my own language would be the inability 
of a player to play for any club; ineligibi lity to play for a club in 
organized baseball until such time as he has been removed from the 
ineligible list. 

The CHairman. So that to all intents and purposes, he is black- 
listed, as we know that term. Let us not quibble about the term. That 
is what it means, is it not, Mr. Frick? 

Mr. Frick. I would not quibble about the term. If you think it is 
“blacklisted,” he is blacklisted. 

Mr. Gotpstern. Does it not go a little further, as long as we are 
on the subject, to the extent that if any player in organized baseball 
plays in a game either opposite him or on a team with him, or if any 
ball park owner who is in organized baseball allows his park to be 
used for his playing in that ball park, all of those actions are sanc- 
tioned against by organized baseball? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Gotpstern. In other words, there are prohibitions against his 
participating with other people or using any facilities of organized 
baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Keatine. I would be interested in having the witness continue 
with the grounds for ineligibility. 

The CuatrMan. Before you go to the grounds, I want to say this. 
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It does not follow, Mr. Frick, because I used the word “blacklist,” 
that I would not, if I were in your position, follow exactly the course 
that you are following. I do not mean to pass judgment at all. We 
are trying to get the facts as to what the effects of ineligibility are. 
And in a certain sense, as I take it, now, from your explanation, if a 
man is declared ineligible for the causes you have stated, he is black- 
listed ; he is ineligible. Anybody who has any relations with him, base- 
ballwise, whether they play with him or allow him to manage a club, 
whether they allow him to play in a baseball park, are in turn sanc- 
tioned against, and punishments are meted out to them, and they are 
declared ineligible. 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

The CHarrMan. That is as I view it. 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Now, Mr. Keating, I think, asked you to go on with 
that. 

Mr. Keatine. I would be interested in hearing the grounds of in- 
eligibility. 

Mr. Frick. In rule 21 of our Major League Rules, you will find that 
the reasons for ineligibility are: throwing a ball game; betting on a 
ball game; physical attack or other violence; other misconduct. 

Mr. Keating. You mean, on a player or an umpire? 

Mr. Frick. On an umpire, yes. Umpires, Mr. Keating—— 

Mr. Keartrnc. They do not invoke that, do they ? 

Mr. Frick. No; because they do not do it much. It is a question 
of personal violence. Personal violence can have a lot of connotations, 
as you know. 

Mr. Keatine. That is right. 

Mr. Frick. We do have this rule that if a player comes into bodily 
contact with an umpire—I like that term “bodily contact” because 
it covers a multitude of cases—if a player comes into bodily contact 
with an umpire, that player is subject to fine and suspension. Now, 
the suspension, of course, is a very brief time. 

Mr. Keatrne. But you are talking here about ineligibility. 

Mr. Fricx. That is right. And I wanted to distinguish between 
those. So often ineligibility is confused with suspension. 

Mr. Keatine. Violence here means something more than bodily 
contact ? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes; violence means inciting a riot and getting into 
a fight. I do not think that has ever been invoked. I do not recall. 
It may have been, but I do not recall if any man 

Mr. Keatine. Would violence against another player be ground 
for ineligibility ? 

Mr. Frick. It never has been; it never has been. 

Mr. Keating. You are not declared ineligible for throwing a bean 
ball? 

Mr. Frick. I have not seen that done. But they are subject to sus- 
pension. 

The Cuarrman. But you are not implying that throwing a bean 
ball wotld not require some punishment? 

Mr. Frick. No. 

Mr. Keatina. Has it ever been invoked ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. Asa matter of fact, it is a very difficult thing to 
know. It is very hard to prove that anybody threw a bean ball. They 
always have the common excuse, you know, as old Jack Scott with 
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the Giants years ago, when somebody accused him of hitting a batter 
said, “He is a nice boy. I didn’t throw at him. The ball just slipped.” 
And the ball can slip very easily. 

Mr. Keatina. One of our Rochester players is still in the hospital. 
He has a fractured skull. I saw that game. He got hit in the temple. 
I do not know how you prove those things. 

Mr. Frick. Those are very difficult matters of control, and prob- 
ably are one of the reasons why league presidents occasionally get 
orny hair. 

he CHarrman. Let me read from a recent article in Look,‘ as fol- 
lows. It concerns yourself, Mr. Frick, on bean balling. This was 
at the time Durocher was head of the Dodgers: 

Dodger pitchers, always ill-used by Stan Musial, were instructed by Durocher 
to throw at the Cardinal star. The maneuver smacked less of strategy than 
of sheer cussedness when Les Webber threw not at Musial’s upper part, but at 
his legs and back side. This caused a fight between rival catchers Walker 


Cooper, who followed Musial at bat, and Mickey Owen. Both were put out of 
the game and fined $50. 


I think you made this statement, and I quote you: 


A pitcher shall not be allowed to pitch at a batter’s head, and if in the umpire’s 
opinion such violation occurs, he shall call time, and warn the pitcher and the 
manager of the defensive team that another such pitch will mean the immediate 
expulsion of the pitcher from the game. If such pitch is repeated, the umpire 
shall inflict the penalty. The pitcher shall be removed from the game and from 
the grounds. The president of the league shall impose such fine and suspension 
as his judgment warrants. 

Do you recollect that ? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes. Indeed, that is not all the rule, because the 
person we fine in the case of bean balling is not only the pitcher but the 
manager. I have always felt that the manager was probably re- 
sponsible for it. The first man I would fine would be the manager 
whose man threw the bean ball. 

The CuHatmrman. Did you ever fine Durocher, who was guilty of 
instructing his pitchers to pitch bean balls ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you fine him? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. When was that? 

Mr. Frick. I do not remember. I fined Durocher so many times. 

The Cuamman. While we are on this subject, I take it that you 
consider bean-ball throwing to be unsportsmanlike, do you not? 

Mr. Frick. I think perhaps writers and other people confuse bean- 
ball throwing, Mr. Chairman. If you have played baseball, and I 
think many of you have, you know there is a difference between what 
we call pushing a hitter back and a bean ball. In baseball, if you have 
a fellow who is taking that bat by the handle and is digging in up at 
the plate, part of your strategy 

Mr. Keatina. Like Ty Cobb? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. You know, if you come in here once in a while and 

ush him back a little bit, he is off balance. Now, that to me is not 

an balling. I think that should be distinguished. Throwing tight 
on a batter is common practice. I think throwing at the head should 
be prohibited. 





«Look magazine, July 17, 1951, pp. 51-55. 
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The Cuarrman. I do not mean that type of bean ball. But I mean 
the deliberate throwing of a bean ball. 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

The CuHatrrMAn. When a manager asks and demands that his pitch- 
ers pitch a bean ball at a certain player, that undoubtedly is un- 
sportsmanlike. 

Mr. Frick. Unquestionably unsportsmanlike. 

The CuHarrMan. It is contrary to the very principles on which the 
national pastime, baseball, is founded. And you said so in your own 
statement. 

Mr. Frick. Right. 

The CuarrMan. Baseball is supposed to encourage the sportsman- 
ship and keen rivalry of competition, particularly to encourage the 
youth of the Nation, and to encourage taking defeats gracefully, and 
so forth. 

Now, if baseball becomes a business, then probably you might permit 
tactics like the bean ball. But to a sportsman, it is a sport, and 
therefore it should be discouraged. 

Mr. Frick. That is very true. 

The Cuatrrman. Now, what about the unsportsmanlike conduct 
involved in a statement like this, and I am reading from an article 
appearing in the New York Sunday Times magazine section of 
July 22, 1951.5 

Durocher said his fights with umpires were, more or less, simply a part of his 
technique for winning. ‘“That’s why I admire players who are always scheming 
up something to beat you. Remember how Stanky used to wave his arms around 
out there last year until they made him cut it out? What was wrong with 
that? It distracted the batters, didn’t it? There's a lot of talk about sports 
manship. That’s always been a funny kind of word to me. Maybe I don't 
understand it. What’re we out for, except to win? This is professional, not 
amateur. If I’m losing, I’ll be bleeding in my heart; inside, I'll be dying. 
I’ll congratulate you, but did I like losing? Hell, no. 

“Look, I’m playing third base. My mother’s on second. The ball’s hit out 
to short center. As she goes by me on the way to third, I’ll accidentally trip 
her up. I'll help her up, brush her off; tell her I’m sorry. But she doesn’t 
get to third. That’s just an exaggeration. But it’s an illustration of what 
I mean. I want to win all the time. If we're spitting at a crack in the wall 
in this office for pennies, I want to beat you at it. Anybody can finish second. 
I want to finish first if I can. After that, I’ve done my job. Otherwise I 
haven’t. When I bring home a pennant to this club, then I’ll have had it all.” 

Mr. Kratina. I do not think we ought to go on, Mr. Chairman, and 
I am pretty sure you did not mean to leave this inference, but I think 
throwing a bean ball in business is just as reprehensible as it is in base- 
ball. You seem to draw a distinction between a sport and business. 
I do not think you can do the equivalent of throwing a bean ball in 
business and be on the level either. And I do not think you think so. 

The Cuarrman. No, I do not; but what I am trying to bring out is 
that in this article we have some very unsportsmanlike declarations 
made by Mr. Durocher. I wonder whether they were brought to your 
attention. 

He said, among other things, and I am not going to read the entire 
article—but he said his desire is to win, regardless of the means used 
for winning. He gave as an example—if his mother were running 
from first to second base, he would deliberately seek to bump into her 
and brush her off and pick her up as if nothing happened. But he 
would do that because he wanted to win the game under any and all 


5 New York Sunday Times magazine section, July 22, 1951, p. 12. 
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circumstances, regardless of the means used. Now, has that been 
drawn to your attention ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes; yes, indeed. 

The Cuarrman. And was there any action taken? 

Mr. Frick. Action was taken. 

The CuarrMan. Would you care to state the action? 

Mr. Frick. I think in that case Mr. Durocher was fined $150 and 
I told him that if there was a recurrence of that I would file charges 
of conduct detrimental to baseball. 

The CuarrMan. I am very happy to hear that. 

Mr. McCutsocn. Since you have been the head of your league, have 
you ever held a full-scale investigation to determine whether or not 
it would be the studied policy of a manager to use the vicious bean ball, 
if we can use that description, rather than a lower pitch thrown to 
push a man back from crowding the plate ? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. McCulloch, that 1s a very difficult question to an- 
swer. Perhaps I can illustrate by common practice. Our umpires, 
being only human beings, cannot tell when a man is throwing at a 
fellow’s head unless it is repeated. Now they are governed lots of 
times by the conduct from the bench. For instance, there is a manager 
in our league who has a quaint little habit, every time a player comes 
up, of yelling, “Stick it in his ear.” Now I have told the umpires, 
“You had better stop that, and if he does stick it in his ear, that is 
per se evidence he was not kidding and he is out right now.” 

The umpires have to use judgment. A lot of people think umpires 
have no judgment, but they have really, and they use it pretty well. 

Mr. McCuttocn. Again I will rephrase the question just a little 
differently. During your experience as president of the National 
League have you come to the conclusion that any manager has had a 
studied policy of instructing any or all of his pitchers to use a vicious 
bean ball ? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir; never. I think if a man loses his temper once 
in a while he might tell the pitcher, “Put him in the dirt.” But, no, 
sir, I have never been aware, nor do I believe, that any manager in 
major league baseball anywhere ever has had a deliberate policy of 
going out and throwing a bean ball and putting the man in the dirt 
all the time constantly as part of their strategy—no, sir. 

Mr. McCuttocn. These stories then perhaps are a bit exaggerated. 

Mr. Frick. I think they dust them off, and I do think they push 
them back. I think that is entirely legitimate. To use a bean ball 
as deliberate strategy, I don’t believe it. 

Mr. Kratine. Then you figure you have got Durocher under con- 
trol now? 

Mr. Frick. If this remark is to stand for posterity, I refuse to an- 
swer that one. I am doing the best I can. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Krarine. He has improved since he left the Dodgers. 

The CHamman. And the Dodgers have improved since he left. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. Frick, are you aware of the agreement made between the former 
high commissioner of baseball, Mr. Chandler, and Mr. Pittman, for- 
mer president of the Mexican League, concerning mutual respect. for 
each other’s reserve clause ? 

Mr. Frick. I am not. I have been told there was no agreement, 
there was an understanding, and what the understanding was I do 
not know, Mr. Chairman, I had no part in that at all. | 
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The CHarrman. Do you recall Commissioner Chandler’s suspen- 
sion of approximately 18 players who broke their contracts or jumped 
their reserve clauses and signed with the Mexican League in 1946? 

Mr. Frick. I do. 

The CuarrmMan. Some of them were National League players, were 
they not? 

Mr. Frick. Several of them were. 

The Cuarrman. Would you supply us with the names of those men? 

Mr. Frick. I do not know that I can with all of them. The out- 
standing ones were, of course, Mickey Owen, Lanier, Klein 

The CHarrmMan. Martin? 

Mr. Frick. Maglie, Martin, Gardella. I do not know beyond that. 

The Cuatrman. Will your counsel later supply the names? 

Mr. Frick. Yes.° 

The CHatrMan. Can you recite to the subcommittee the facts which 
led up to the commissioner’s action in that regard ? 

Mr. Keatrne. Would it be better sequence, Mr. Chairman, if he 
completed giving the grounds of ineligibility ? 

The CHarmrman. Oh, yes, I think you are right. Let’s go back a 
bit, Mr. Frick. 

Mr. Frick. Under rule 21(a), grounds for eligibility—throwing a 
ball game; betting on ball games; physical attacks, other misconduct. 

The one I think you are interested in is rule 15—“violation of 
contracts or reserve, participation in a game with or against a club 
containing or controlled by ineligible players.” 

I think probably that is the clause that comes into this. Is that 
true, Mr. Keating. that is the one you are interested in ? 

Mr. Keatine. Yes. 

Mr. Frick. That is rule 15-A. 

The Cuarrman. I think it would be well to read into the reeord 
at this time rule 15-A. Will you read it, Mr. Stevens. 

Mr. Srevens. This is rule 15—A from the Blue Book, but I assume 
it is accurate: 

Ineligible players—a contract violation—misconduct—Rule 15-A: Any player 
who violates his contract or reservation, or who knowingly participates in a 
game with or against a club containing or controlled by ineligible players or a 
player under indictment for conduct detrimental to the good repute of profes- 


sional baseball shall be considered an ineligible player and placed on the in- 
eligible list. 


Then there is another sentence: 


Any player who “jumps” his contract or reservation shall not be eligible to 
make application for reinstatement until a date 5 years after the date he has 
been placed upon the ineligible list, and-he shall not be qualified to apply for 
reinstatement in the event he has knowingly participated in a game with or 
against a club containing or controlled by ineligible players or a player under 
indictment for conduct detrimental to the good repute of professional baseball, 
within 1 year prior to his application for reinstatement. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any other clauses on ineligibility ? 

Mr. Frick. A failure to report within 10 days is B of that rule. 
That is the same rule, section B. 

The CHarrMan. Was there any precedent for Commissioner Chan- 
dler’s declaring these men ineligible for 5 years? 

Mr. Frick. I didn’t get that. 

The Cuarrman. Was there any precedent for declaring—I asked a 
question before, that you did not answer, asking you to give me back- 








*List of 18 players who jumped reserve clause or contract and signed with Mexican 
League, appendix, p. 1303. 
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ground or give me the facts that led up to the suspension of these 
players. 

Mr. Frick. Well, the facts as I can give them to you—and again 
7 must understand, Mr. Chairman, that'that is not in my province. 

mean, that is a function of the commissioner’s office as distinct from 
the league office. 

The Cuatrman. Some of your own men were involved in it. 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

As I understand the thing, these men were approached during the 
winter and were offered contracts to play in the Mexican league. 
Some of these contracts were accepted. In the instance of some play- 
ers, I know Lanier and Martin and Klein, at least, had already signed 
contracts for the 1946 season. It was not the so-called reserve, they 
had actually signed 1946 contracts, and they jumped to Mexico. Of 
course, this immediately became a matter for consideration by the 
commissioner, and the commissioner, after some consideration, and I 
suppose on the basis of rule 15 as it existed at that time, ruled a 5-year 
suspension of those players. 

- GotpstE1n. Some of the players were not under contract at that 
time 

Mr. Frick. Some of them were not. I am sure Gardella was not, 
except on reserve contract. As to the others I am not sure, but I 
am sure Gardella was not, he had not actually signed his contract. 
I am not sure about Maglie. 

The CHamman. Was there any precedent for the commissioner 
declaring these men ineligible for 5 years? 

Mr. Frick. That I cannot answer. There have been precedents, of 
course, of barred ballplayers. As we all know, there were certain 
players barred by Judge Landis for other misconduct. There were 
many cases of so-called contract jumping at the time of the Federal 
League war. That was before my entrance into baseball. I have 
never read the documents on it, and whether or not players at that 
time were declared ineligible I do not know. I am sure none of them 
were given a 5-year suspension. I am quite sure of that. 

The Crarrman. Did you say that Judge Landis had declared 
players ineligible? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes; he declared ineligible the so-called Black Sox. 

The Cuareman. Did that include Ray Fisher? 

Mr. Frick. No; the Black Sox were involved in the throwing of 
ballgames. 

Mr. Keatrne. What year was that? 

Mr. Fricx. The world series was in 1919. I think the throwing 
out of these men from baseball, the expulsion froin baseball, did not 
officially occur until 1921, because that 1s when Judge Landis came in. 
They played through most of the 1920 season. 

Mr. Keattno. It was discovered in 1919? 

Mr. Frick. It was discovered in 1920. I am sure that the full 
records on that are with your subcommittee, the transcript of all that, 
IT am sure. 

The Cuarrman. What was the penalty that had been inflicted prior 
to that? One year, was it not, for contract jumping? 

Mr. Frick. I do not recall, Mr. Chairman, of ever having heard 
any set penalty. With most of your ineligible players, as a matter 
of fact, where they go on the ineligible list, it has been for 2 or 3 
weeks at the start of the season or during the training season. They 
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are not together on the terms of their contracts, and you have got to 
have some place to put those fellows, so you put them on the ineligible 
list. It is very easy to get on it and it is very easy to get off. 

In that instance it is just a file. You have got papers and have got 
to file (hem some place until you get ready to use them, and that is na 
the term ineligible might be a bad term. Today it connotes some- 
thing entirely not intended. Ineligible to us means simply not eligible 
to play, and it should not carry any stigma of having done some 
terrifically bad thing. 

The CHatrman. As to contract jumping, do you know whether 
there was any penalty greater than 1 year before the case of these 18 


players? 
Mr. Fricx. To the best of my knowledge—you mean for contract 
jumping? 


The CuatrMan. Contract jumping. 

Mr. Frick. To the best of my knowledge, Mr. Chairman, no. I am 
not an authority on that, but I would guess no. 

The Cuairman. Do you believe that the commissioner was justified 
in blacklisting these 18 men from organized baseball for having 
jumped their contracts or the reserve clause ? 

Mr. Frick. That is the $64 question. It is a very difficult question 
for me to answer. 

The Cuairman. That is the reason I am asking it. 

Mr. Frick. The commissioner is head of baseball. I am not the 
head of baseball. The commissioner is faced with decisions that I 
am sure must cause him to lie awake at night many, many times in 
the hope that he can do a judicious and a fair and an honest decision. 
T have no doubt that the commissioner in this case did strictly that. 

I think I can read the commissioner’s mind almost without having 
been the commissioner—here are a lot of men who are jumping to 
Mexico. There are evidences that other men are going to the next 
day, and others the next week, and so on. There is a possibility that 
the whole structure of baseball will be disrupted unless some action 
‘an be taken that will stop this exodus, this hegira, to Mexico, if you 
please, and will leave us a nucleus of players. 

I can imagine the commissioner lying awake at night pondering 
that, and finally saying, “I have got to stop this thing.” 

The CrarrMman. I want to get your personal opinion about this. 

Mr. Frick. I am getting to that. I am trying to analyze his mind. 

The CHarrMan, I know you are trying to get inside the commis- 
sioner’s mind, but I would like to get your views on this. 

Mr. Frick. My mind on that, Mr. Chairman, has been, and is to 
this day, neutral. 

The CHarrMAN. Neutral? 

Mr. Fricx. Yes. I do not know what I would do faced with the 
same problem. That is the point I am going to tell you, and I tell you 
very honestly—I do not know, fheed with the same conditions and the 
same situation, I do not know what I would do. 

Mr. McCottocn. Did the commissioner ask your advice before he 
reached a decision ? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. 

Mr. McCottocn. Did you offer your advice? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. 
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Mr. McCuttocu. Is it customary for the commissioner to ask the 
advice of the president of either league on any of these momentous 
decisions that he has to make? 

Mr. Frick. Not on things he calls detrimental to baseball. 

Mr. McCunxocu. I did not hear you. 

Mr. Frick. Not on questions detrimental to baseball. 

The CuHarrman. Did you favor the immediate reinstatement of 
these players when the Mexican League stopped raiding organized 
baseball ¢ 

Mr. Frick. I was not asked whether I favored that or not either, 
Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. Would you have favored it if you were in a posi- 
tion of power? 

Mr. Frick. Well, I am kind of a soft-hearted guy. 

The Carman. Then I gather from that that you would have 
favored their immediate reinstatement. 

Mr. Frick. Well, I probably, whether rightfully or wrongfully, 
perhaps might favor giving them a break a little bit. 

Mr. McCuuxocn. Mr. Frick, I would be interested in knowing 
whether or not the Mexican League clubs had a clause in their con- 
tracts similar to the reserve clause in the American contract? 

Mr. Frick. I understand so, and I understand also that the clause 
had been sustained by a Mexican court. Now that is, as I say, under- 
standing. I did not see the contract, but I have been told that that 
was true. 

I think this should be put on the record in connection with the 
things we are talking about also: that before the 5-year suspension 
was made, before these men were set down, they were given a chance 
to come back, and one of them did, you may recall. All of them had 
notification of the situation, what was involved, and were invited 
tu come back without penalty. 

Mr. Hinurnes. Who gave them that invitation ? 

Mr. Frick. The commissioner before he announced the 5-year 
suspension, gave them that right, and one player, Mr. Vern Stephens, 
at the time with the St. Louis Browns, now with the Boston Red Sox, 
did return and was reinstated and continued to play. 

Mr. Hitztines. Was the same contract he had previously reinstated ? 

Mr. Frick, That is the American League, and I do not know what 
his contract was. You are talking about dollars? 

Mr. Hitzinecs. Yes. 

Mr. Frick. I do not know. 

Mr. McCut.tocn. Do you by chance have in your files copies of the 
Mexican contract? 

Mr. Frick. No, I have not. I have never seen it. 

Mr. McCutxocu. I think undoubtedly the subcommittee has it. 

The Cuatrman. There is no such animal, is there ¢ 

Mr. Frick. I have been told they do have a contract and a reserve 
clause contained in it, and that the Mexican court has sustained it as 
legal in Mexico. That is hearsay, scuttlebutt; I have never seen it, 
but have been so told. 

The CHarrMan. On what authority did the commissioner declare 
contract jumpers ineligible? Was that rule 15? 


96797 O—57—pt. 1———-22 











322 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


Mr. Frick. I would guess on rule 15. 

The Cuarrman. Now rule 15 was amended, was it not? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

The CuHarrman. When ? 

Mr. Frick. After the ineligibility. 

The Cuatrman. And a second clause—— 

Mr. Frick. The exact date—rule 15 was amended to back up what 
the commissioner had done—the 5-year suspension. 

The Cuarrman. Then we have this situation; the commissioner in- 
flicted a penalty of 5 years. 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

The Cuamman. And there was no rule which indicated the penalty 
of 5 years. 

Mr. Frick. Not spelled out as a penalty, that is true. 

The Cuarrman. And then after the penalty was inflicted the rule 
was changed to provide for a penalty of ineligibility for 5 years; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Gotpstern. Mr. Chairman, may I introduce into the record the 
photostatic copy of minutes of the joint major league meeting of 
August 28, 1946? I believe, Mr. Frick, that you were present at that 
meeting ? 

Mr. le I was there. 

The Cuairman, All right. 

Mr. Gorpstern. And ask Mr. Craig to read certain excerpts from 
that relating to the action which you just brought out in the testimony. 

The CHarrman. Yes. 

Mr. Craig. I understand Mr. Gallagher introduced the resolution 
which was finally adopted in 15 (a). He pointed out on page 81 that, 
“Tt merely confirms the commissioner’s action on the players that 
jumped to the Mexican League, and I think we ought to do that.” 

Later on Mr. Gallagher is quoted as saying: 

I move that the rules committee be instructed to amend rule 15 to provide a 
5-year penalty- or 5-year ineligibility for a player who violates his contract or 
reservation, and that he shall not be eligible to apply for reinstatement until 
the end of 5 years, and then only if he has been away from the outlaws for at 
least one full year. 

Commissioner Chandler said: “AJ] those in favor say ‘Aye.’ ” 

And “There was a chorus of ‘Ayes’.” 

“Opposed, ‘No.’ 

“(There were no votes to the contrary.)” 

The Cnarrman. Did you vote for the amendment for the 5-year 
penalty ? 

Mr. Frick. I do not vote in those meetings. I vote for my league, 
and I have no personal vote. 

The CuatrMan. Did you vote for the league? 

Mr. Frick. No, this was a chorus of votes. The only way I vote 
in a joint meeting is when the league has previously taken a poll and 
then I speak for the eight members. We poll our own league, and then 
I speak for it, but I have no personal vote. 

Mr. Gotpstern. In other words, your vote in the chorus of “Ayes” 
was on behalf of the amendment? 

Mr. Frick. My vote’probably was not in the chorus of “Ayes” since 
the club owners were all there, whom I represent normally, and I 
probably did not say anything. If I said anything, I undoubtedly 
said, “Aye,” but I probably did not say anything. 
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Exursit No. 1 


Jim GALLAGHER, Business MaNnaGer, CHicaco Cuss, aT JOINT Major LEAGUE 
MEETING, AUGUST 28, 1946 


Mr. GatiacHer. Mr, Commissioner. 

Commissioner CHANDLER. Mr. Gallagher. 

Mr. GatLaGHeEer. This is out of order. I don’t know whether you want to 
consider it, but I think you ought to do a little bit of thinking about it. 

I would like to suggest an amendment to Rule 18 (a) “A player who, during 
the championship season, participates in a game of ball for a club other than 
the one with which he has contracted, shall be placed on the ineligible list by 
the commissioner, and shall remain ineligible for not less than five years from 
the date of the violation. A player violating the rule shall not be permitted 
to apply for reinstatement until this five-year term has expired, and then only 
if he submits evidence that a full calendar year has elapsed since he last played 
with or against ineligible players. Participation in any all-star game approved 
by the league in which the player’s club is a member shall not constitute vio- 
lation of this rule.” 

Commissioner CHANDLER. That could not be considered now except by unani- 
mous consent. Do you want to discuss it or file it with the executive council? 

Mr. GALLAGHER. It merely confirms the commissioner’s action on the players 
that jumped to the Mexican League, and I think we ought to do that. 

Mr. O’Connor. Mr. Gallagher spoke to me about this rule. He asked me when 
it was adopted. This is a very ancient rule that antedated Commissioner Landis’ 
appointment, and I do not think it was the intention of this particular rule 
to deal with the subject that Jim has in mind. 

This rule was designed to deal with the case of a player who did not violate 
his contract but simply went off and played an exhibition game. 

He might be a pitcher and go out and pitch a semipro game and get a lot 
of money. 

The rule that Mr. Gallagher’s amendment should apply to is rule No. 15, 
“Ineligible players.” All these men that Mr. Gallagher has in mind have violated 
either their contract or reservation by playing in Mexico. 

In thjs other rule the player does not violate his contract by signing up for 
permanent service with another club but merely goes off and plays some semipro 
ball, and you should not have such a severe penalty for a man who simply goes 
off and plays a single game. 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Why should he go off and play semipro ball? 

Mr. O’Connor. No; but he should not be out for 5 years. 

Mr. Rickey. Mr. Commissioner. 

Commissioner CHANDLER. Mr. Rickey. 

Mr. Rickey. Mr. Mack or Mr. Griffith could give us the reason for that rule. 
That was an old rule. There was a fellow named Waddell who just disap- 
peared, didn’t he, Mr. Mack, and you would find him a week later in apparently 
perfect condition, and he had pitched two games in Warren, Pa. He would be 
gone, that is all. Nobody knew where he was, and he would come back again, 
and he was a pretty good guy, a good pitcher, but they tried to stop that thing, and 
that is what happened. 

Mr. Mack. He is in the Hall of Fame. 

Commissioner CHANDLER. What do you want to do, take action now or pass it to 
the executive council? 

Mr. Gries. Let us defer it. 

Commissioner CHANDLER. Is there objection? 

Mr. GALLAGHER. To get it started I will ask for unanimous consent to approve 
discussion now. 

Commissioner CHANDLER. Mr. Gallagher requests unanimous consent to dis- 
cuss this rule now. Is there objection? None is heard, Mr. Gallagher. 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Well, I am willing to accept Mr. O’Connor’s correction that 
the amendment be made to rule 15 and that it be redrawn to get this into the 
rules. 

I am not proud of authorship or anything. I just thought we ought to take 
some action to let the players know. I think this is far more valuable than any 
suits or anything else. 
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The sight of Mickey Owens sitting on his farm or starting the races at the 
Springfield Fair will do a lot more to discourage Stan Musial from going to 
Mexico next winter than any suits we may file on the reserve clause. 

Mr. O’Connor. I second Mr. Gallagher’s motion. 

Commissioner CHANDLER. Jim, how about referring it to the Rules Committee, 
because you have got a provision 

Mr. GALLAGHER. I move that the rules committee be instructed to amend 
rule 15 to provide a 5-year penalty or 5-year ineligibility for a player who vio- 
lates his contract or reservation, and that he shall not be eligible to apply for 
reinstatement until the end of 5 years, and then only if he has been away from 
the outlaws for at least one full year. 

Commissioner CHANDLER, All those in favor say “aye.” 

(There was a chorus of ayes.) 

Commissioner CHANDLER. Opposed, “no.” 

(There were no votes to the contrary.) 

Commissioner CHANDLER. The “ayes” have it. It will go to the rules committee, 

Gentlemen, without objection, now you are adjourned. 

Gentlemen, one word before you go. May I caution every one of you on what 
seems to me to be the very great importance of not saying anything to the papers 
about what has gone on in this meeting. I think the committee is under obli- 
gation to discuss it further with the minor leagues, and I called them here so 
that we can all agree 

Mr. Breapon. And discussing it with the players, too. 

Commissioner CHANDLER. I understand it, discussing it with the players and 
with the minor leagues, so that we will have no discussion or information, and 
be careful how we handle all the publicity pertaining to this matter. Thank 
you very much. 

(Thereupon the meeting adjourned.) 








The Cramman. Now these players were reinstated in a period of 
less than 5 years; is that correct? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. They were all so reinstated ? 

Mr. Frick. In 1948 or 1949 they were reinstated—1948, I think it 
was. 

The CuHarrman. 1949 I think the record shows. 

What authority was there for their reinstatement ? 

Mr. Frick. That, sir, I do not know, except the Commissioner has 
very broad authority to build up or tear apart as he sees fit, and I sup- 
pose it was on that basis that he figured they should be reinstated. 

The CuHairman. Thus, the commissioner, in that sense, would be a 
sort of a law unto himself? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Gotpstern. But it was beyond the written rule of baseball. In 
other words, you have the specific requirement in 15 (a) of 5 years, 
and yet his power—— 

Mr. Wiruts. Five years, or not over ! 5 years? 

Mr. Gotpsretn. Not less than 5 years, I believe it is. 

The Crarrman. Until a date 5 years after they have been placed 
— the ineligible list. Five years. 

. Keatine. Why did they seek reinstatement? Did the Mexican 
Lodi fold up? 

Mr. Frick. The Mexican League folded up, the bubble burst. As 
a matter of fact, I guess the league still operates, but they did not pay 
the salaries; the pot of gold ran out. 

Mr. Krattnc. When these fellows went there first did they get 
bigger salaries than they were getting here? 

Mr. Frick. They professed to. I never saw any of their contracts, 
but they were offered, I understand, very fabulous sums. I know of 
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one man in our league who did not jump, who was offered $75,000 in 
cash, just to put it in his pocket and come along. He refused it. 

Mr. Gotpstern. Mr. Frick, did you or any of the other officials in 
organized baseball attempt to keep the Mexican jumpers, during their 
period of ineligibility, from playing independent ball ? 

Mr. Frick. I never did. 

Mr. Goupstern. Well, the question—do you happen to know whether 
any of the officials of clubs in your league did ¢ 

Mr. Frick. I heard the story, and went so far as to investigate that. 
I tried to find out whether anyone in my league or anyone connected 
with any club in my league had sent any telegrams or anything of 
that sort to anybody, and I was unable to find that they had. I do not 
know. 

Mr. Goupstrein. I wonder if you are aware of sections 30.09 and 
30.10 of the National Association Rules which relate to the use of 
ball parks by ineligible players. I will read it: 


No club shall permit games to be played in parks owned or controlled by it 
in which a club or clubs containing or playing any disqualified players shall 
participate. 

Mr. Frick. Yes, I am familiar with that. 

Mr. Goupsrern. Do you know whether or not, pursuant to that 
rule, any of the clubs in your circuit either directly or indirectly at- 
tempted to prevent the ineligibles from playing in parks which either 
they owned themselves or were owned by their farm clubs? 

Mr. Frick. I can only answer that as I did before, that I attempted 
to trace this rumor that I heard, and I never was able to find an 
indication of any National League Club or club affiliated that di 
I do not know. 

Mr. Goupstein. If they had done that, of course, they would be 
following the rules of organized baseball, would they not? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Goutpstetn. So that any inquiry you might make along that 
line would be, I take it, for the purpose of finding out whether they 
were abiding by the rules of organized baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. Quite the contrary; my inquiry was because I did not 
want them to do it. 

Mr: Goxtpstern. I see. 

Mr. Frick. I did not want them to do it. 

Mr. GotpsteIn. So that you then put into question, if I may fairly 
characterize it, a statement appearing at page 44 in the brief in the 
case of Martin and Lanier, or rather the transcript of the case of 
Martin and Lanier, plaintiffs, versus Albert B. Chandler and others 
in the United States Second Circuit Court, where Mr. Lanier at page 
44 in his affidavit says, and I will read— 

For instance, in Des Moines, Iowa, we were not permitted to use the baseball 
park although we had previously contracted for its use. 


And your statement is then that you do not know that that is a matter 
of fact? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Goupsrein. The Des Moines club is owned entirely, is it not, by 
the Chicago club? 
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Mr. Frick. They have a working agreement with Des Moines, 
Whether or not it is outright ewisealp I question, but they have a 
working agreement, yes. 

Mr. Gotpstern. Were the Mexican League jumpers given any no- 
tice of ineligibility prior to the issuance of the actual order ? 

Mr. Frick. The Mexican League jumpers, as I have told you, 
were given notice by the commissioner they were in violation of their 
contracts and were told if they came back no action would be taken 
against them. 

Mr. Go.pstetn. By opening day? 

Mr. Frick. By a day ; yes. 

Mr. Go.pstTEIN. that time these jumpers had already entered into 
contracts with the Mexican League? 

Mr. Frick. Many of themhad. I do not know that all of them had. 
I have not seen their contracts. 

Mr. GotpsteIn. Some of them had. 

Mr. Frick. Some of them undoubtedly had. 

Mr. Gotpstern. To the extent that some of them had, would it be a 
fair inference that the request of the commissioner in asking them to 
return to organized baseball was a request to breach a contract that 
they had entered into? 

Mr. Frick. I would not think that would apply. Certainly not in 
the case of Mr. Lanier who was under contract to us and breached his 
contract and went over in midseason. 

Mr. Goxpstrern. Take Gardella then. Mr. Gardella, I believe, did 
not have a contract with a club in organized baseball, he merely had a 
reserve rule hanging over him. 

Mr. Frick. We in baseball feel that the reserve clause—and the 
reserve rule—is legal. 

Mr. Keattne. It is a hangover from the contract of the year before? 

Mr. Fricx. That is right. 

Mr. Keartine. In other words, a fellow that is reserved would seem 
to me to always be under contract. 

Mr. Frick. We have felt all along that this reserve right which that 
contract gives us is just as legal as the contract itself, and we have 
Stagsedel on that basis. We have felt that in the case of Mr. Gardella 
we are entirely within our rights, that the reserve clause and all it in- 
dicates are a part of baseball’s contract, and we have a perfectly sound 
legal standing on it. 

r. Wixu1s. How long is the reserve clause good for? 

Mr. Frick. It is good year for year as long as the man is playing in 

organized baseball unless given his release. 
he CxHarrmaNn. It is good for his whole life, is it not? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Keatrna. Until he reaches the point he is not much good. 

The CHarrman. As to that, you could hold a man even if he were 
not of any value to you—any of your league’s clubs. You could hold 
that reserve clause over his head, could you not? 

Mr. Frick. There is a restriction on that. 

The CHarmman. Beg pardon? 

Mr. Frick. There is a restriction that prevents that. That, theo- 
retically, I suppose, is true; but, do not forget, the club is limited in 
the number of players it can have under control, and clubs are not 
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ing to carry under control a lot of fellows who have no value to 

em. That is the restrictive thing that makes this work. 

The Cuarman. A club not only has 40 players, which is the limit, 
but the club indirectly has several hundred other players through their 
farm system ? 

Mr. Frick. Not under the reserve; no, sir. They have 40 players 
under reserve, 15 of them option, 25 active players; the others are out- 
righted to any club, and the contract becomes the property of that 
club. No, sir; they do not. 

Mr. Keatina. The other clubs have reserves? 

Mr. Frick. They are reserved under their own club. 

Mr. Gotpstern. There is an indirect effect of the reserve clause car- 
rying over, that the player may remain on the ineligible list for his 
entire life? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Lane. Have you had any complaints about this reserve clause, 
Mr. Frick? 

Mr. Frick. From whom? 

Mr. Lane. From either players or fans or anybody that is inter- 
ested in organized baseball? 

Mr. Frick. I never have heard a player in baseball except in the case 
of the lawsuits which were brought. In my 16 years I have never 
heard a single player complain about the reserve clause. I have never 
talked to any ball player that did not feel the reserve clause was essen- 
tial and necessary to his own welfare, and only 2 months ago I heard a 
player in our league get to his feet when somebody mentioned to him 
something about this trouble we are in, and he said, “Why, that is not 
your fight ; that is the players’ fight. ‘The reserve clause is a lot more 
important to us than it isto you. Youcan get another job. We have 
got to eat.” 

I am quoting this player. “In my mind, the reserve clause is as 
important to baseball as balls and bats.” 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Frick, the complaints, if any, are not against 
the reserve clause. The complaints, as I understand it, are against 
the extralegal sanctions that are invoked if the reserve clause is vio- 
lated. Now, you have had complaints against extralegal sanction 
because suits have been filed against organized baseball. 

Mr. Keartina. He excepted those. 

Mr. Fricx. I excepted those. 

Mr. Keatrna. I am very interested in the peanenas to the question 
put by the gentleman from Massachusetts. I had a note of that ques- 
tion right here. I think that is one one which is very important 
for us to know here—whether the players themselves, who are affected 
by this, who are the employees of these leagues and of the various 
clubs, like this reserve clause. 

The CHarmman. Will the gentleman pardon the interruption? 
There will be witnesses, who are players, who will testify on that score. 
Some will testify, as we understand, for it. Incidentally, Mr. Frick, 
you may be interested to know that some will testify against it. 

Mr. Roptno. Mr. Frick, you refer to players all the time with refer- 
ence to the reserve clause. How about managers—are they affected in 
their contracts ? 

Mr. Frick. Managers are affected by the nontampering rule that I 
have read in my statement. The managers come under that because 
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you cannot tamper with a manager without the consent of the club. 

Mr. Roprno. Mr. Frick, yesterday Ty Cobb in testifying here did 
make some mention of the fact that at one time he had told a reporter 
that the reserve clause might be in need of some review after a period 
of 5 years. What do you think of that? 

Mr. Frick. To begin with, as I listened to Mr. Cobb’s testimony I got 
the impression that was not a solution he had thought out there. I 
understood his statement was made when a reporter called him on the 
telephone and asked what would happen in baseball if there was no 
reserve clause, and Mr. Cobb immediately conceived that perhaps his 
5-year plan would be the answer. I don’t believe his was a positive 
statement that the 5-year thing was the answer, or the solution. 

Mr. Keattne. He gave that as a possible solution. 

Mr. Frick. He gave it asa possibility. I think there are various an- 
swers as to why the 5-year plan would not be as successful as the one we 
have now. 

Mr. Roptno. Is not that some indication, though—the statement 
made by Ty Cobb—that the reserve clause is in need of some review or 
that it may be improved upon? 

Mr. Frick. I did not interpret his testimony that way. 

Mr. Keatrne. Quite to the contrary, he expressed he thought the 
reserve clause was the best thing that had been devised; that there 
might be something else; and he threw this out as a possibility. But 
I gathered from his testimony that he felt the reserve clause was the 
best solution which had been devised to meet this problem to prevent 
the concentration of all the good players in one or two clubs. 

The Cuatrman. He did say, though, that after 5 years on questions 
of salary there might be some modus operandi by way of arbitration 
to determine any dispute that may arise. 

Mr. Roptno. Yes. Of course, this reserve clause, Mr. Frick, also 
has as its purpose a protection of your investment in a player who is 
unskilled when he comes to you and whose skill is developed over a 
period of time, is that not so? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Roprno. And then he might, after he acquires this experience, 
go and barter his services to some other competitor. 

Mr. Frick. If you care for a discussion of that 5-year thing, if that 
is what you had in mind, I think there are certain points that should 
be brought ‘out. 

Mr. Roprno. I merely asked what your opinion might have been of 
Mr. Cobb’s testimony. I understood he made that statement to a re- 
porter. Of course, he was not definite about how the proposal might 
act, but nonetheless he did mention that after a period of time a play- 
er’s contract might be “sweetened,” as he put it, if his playing was 
rood. 

F Mr. Goxpstern. Mr. Frick, if I may return for a minute to the 
Mexican situation briefly. Were the Mexican League jumpers given 
any hearing in the course of their being declared ineligible ¢ 

Mr. Fricx. I never sat on a hearing. That I could not answer. I 
don’t think that they were because most of them had already jumped 
to Mexico. 

Mr. Goxpstern. I see. But to the best of your knowledge there 
was no hearing given to them as far as you know? 
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Mr. Frick. To the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Keatinc. They probably had alr eady g gone. 

Mr. Frick. They had already gone. 

Mr. Keattnc. They would not come back here because they would 
subject themselves to the jurisdiction of our courts if they came back 
here and have an injunction action slapped on them. 

Mr. Frick. As a matter of fact, that was a fait accompli; they 
had already gone to Mexico. They went between 2 days, lied their 
bags and were gone. 

Mr. Gotpste1n. When they came back after the Mexican League 
was dissolved, and while still ineligible prior to their reinstatement, 
were they given any hearing? 

Mr. krick. I think in some instances some of them talked to the 
commissioner. 

Mr. Goupsrrin. I do not mean to be legal or technical in my 
questions, but I refer to a hearing in the concept of a formal pro- 

ceeding where all points of view could be expressed very fully and 
advice | given, if necessary, by counsel. 

Mr. Frick. There was no hearing to the best of my knowledge in 
which anyone participated except the commissioner and the players. 

Mr. Goxpstern. In other words, there was no chance—was there 
any chance for appeal from the decision of the commissioner other 
than by going into the courts? 

Mr. Frick. No; I don’t think there would be appeal from the 
commissioner’s decision. 

Mr. Goupsrrrn. Then, along that line—and this is admittedly an 
“iffy” question—if Congress does exempt baseball from the antitrust 
laws, it would then follow, I think, that an ineligible player’s only 
recourse, to the courts, would be taken away and the player’s only 
rights would be those granted to him under the rules of organized 
baseball. Do you think that such a situation is desirable under the 
existing rules of baseball, with particular reference to the present 
philosophy that the reserve clause is effective outside of organized 
baseball against a player as distinguished against a c lub ? 

Mr. Frick. That is rather a long question. 

Mr. Goupsretn. | can break it down for you. 

Mr. Frick. I think if you give me a chance I can analyse the thing. 
If you would start the first part of it again. 

Mr. Gotpstretn. The idea is, if we grant that now, the players’ only 
recourse from the commissioner’s action would be to take this matter 
to the courts without any idea what the courts might decide, and if we 
also grant that any exemption which Congress might provide for 
org: anized baseball would take aw ay this recourse to the courts, do you 
think such a situation of h: ving no appeal would be desirable under 
an interpretation of the reserve clause as being good outside of organ- 
ized baseball against the player as distinguished from being good 
against individual clubs? 

Mr. Frick. If I understand your question, it is in two parts. I 
imagine the legislation would be written by this body or represent- 
atives of this body who would give full accord and thought to any 
legislation that might be written. I have always believed, and I stiil 
believe, that baseball would be harmed if there was a limitation put 
on the powers of the commissioner as presently written. 
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Now I can recognize that every time a man gets into difficulty, 
whether it be on the field or off the field, where he is subject to penalty 
he should be entitled to review. However, after you review, some- 
time you must reach somewhere somebody whose word and whose 
decision is final. In the organization of baseball, baseball men, I am 
sure, felt that the organization had developed in breadth and in com- 
plications to the point where it was necessary to have a central auth- 
ority. I think they felt that the more power they could give this 
man, the better off they would be, particularly if it was outlined as 
conduct detrimental to baseball, which is the power that the commiss- 
ioner has. And then I think they felt that they would select a man 
each time whose honesty, whose integrity, whose background they be- 
lieved in, and would place themselves in his hands—players and own- 
ers alike—feeling that they would get justice and they would get, with- 
in reason, fair treatment. 

It is not my understanding that legislation exempting baseball from 
the antitrust laws would tale away a player’s recourse to the courts. 
It would take away a player’s right to bring treble-damage suits under 
the antitrust laws but I would suppose that the right of any party in 
baseball to take a suit under a player’s contract, or any other legal 
dispute, to the courts under the common law or under State statutes 
would still exist as it has in.the past. 

The CHatmrman. You say the players and the owners should place 
themselves in the commissioner’s hands; is that correct? 

Mr. Frick. On the things which his authorities cover. 

The Cuarrman. Then there would be no appeal from his decision { 

Mr. Fricx. That is right; no appeal within organized baseball. 

The Cuarrman. Who selects the commissioner now? 

Mr. Fricx. The commissioner is selected by the 16 major league club 
owners. 

The Cuatrrman. How many of those clubs must unite in order to 
select their commissioner ? 

Mr. Frick. ‘Twelve. 

The CHarrMan. Twelve out of the sixteen? 

Mr. Frick. Right. 

The Cuairman, The players, therefore, have no voice in the select- 
ion of the commissioner ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

The Carman. Although they are bound by the commissioner’s 
actions and from his action there is no appeal ? 

Mr. Fricx. That is true. 

The Cuamman. Except now there is an appeal to the courts? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

The CHarrman. And if we would exempt baseball from the oper- 
ation of the antitrust laws, the players who have no voice in the 
selection of the high commissioner would nonetheless be bound by 
his decisions, and there would be no appeal from his decisions. 

Mr. Frick. That is right; no appeal within the procedure of organ- 
ized baseball. 

Mr. McCuttocn. I would like to ask a few questions there. 

Mr. Frick, do you think that such an arrangement would be in 
accordance with the accepted principles of representation of the peo- 


ple of America? 
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Mr. Frick. I did not get that. 

Mr. McCuuiocu. Do you think that the selection of a supreme 
authority by only one side to a controversy would be in accordance 
with the fundamental precepts of the people of this country ? 

Mr. Frick. I would say, if you are asking me that question objec- 
tively, the answer, of course, would be “no,” that we have in this 
country a fundamental theory that all sides must be represented. 

Mr. McCuuiocn. With that statement, Mr. Frick, do you think 
that organized baseball is such an activity that we cannot apply that 
rule of objectivity which we apply to practically every other under- 
taking in America? 

Mr. Frick. No; on general principle I should say that there was 
nothing about it. But the fact that baseball being a sport, baseball 
operating as it does and requiring immediate action on things that go 
wrong on the field or out, you many times do not, have time to hold 
court. 

May [I illustrate what I mean, perhaps, by a story I heard William 
Lyon Phelps tell some years ago at a baseball dinner when he was 
talking about this very thing—baseball seemed to be arbitrary. But 
there was reason for it because of immediate action. He told the 
story, can you imagine this happening? Brooklyn is playing the 
Giants, and there is a quick double play. The play at second is like 
this and the return at first is like that, and wher the play is all over 
the umpire said, “I am sorry, boys, you will have to try that one over 
again, I didn’t see it.” 

I think you get the point I am trying to make. fome of these things 
you must bypass. 

Mr. McCutxocu. I want to pursue one question further, Mr. Chair- 
man. This may be repetitious, and if it be, I apo!~gize. ' 

Is it your studied judgment, Mr. Frick, that baseball is so different 
from other activities in America that we cannot apply those funda- 
mental criteria which we apply in most, if not all, other activities 
in America? And that is not a trick question. I think it is the crux 
of this whole hearing, Mr. Frick. 

Mr. Frick. I understand that very thoroughly. 

By and large, I would say that you can apply any good. democratic 
principle to baseball, the same as anything else. I do think there are 
situations and conditions which do make baseball more difficult to 
operate that way than some other business where the partnership- 
competition element is not quite so marked. But in general I agree 
with you that there is no reason why baseball should not be. After 
all we are an American institution. 

Mr. McCuttocu. Is there any reason, Mr. Frick, that you could 
tell us at this time why the players should not participate in the selec- 
tion of the commisioner? 

Mr. Frick. The only reasons I can give you are two. In the first 

lace I have read in the newspapers that the playérs want a voice 
in the selection of the commissioner, but so far there has been no 
request made by the players for a part in selecting the commissioner. 
Secondly, and more practical, it is very difficult to get 16 men to agree 
on a commissioner, and if you multiply that by 216 or 416, where you 
have got that many players, then I would say it becomes a caucus and 
I don’t believe we would ever have a commissioner. 
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Mr. McCuttocu. We solve that problem at our highest national 
level, Mr. Frick, and while some of us may not be in accord with the 
decision that is made, we try our best for periods to comply with the 
decision of a majority. 

Mr. Frick. I dothink this, gentlemen: I think indirectly the players 
have a voice in the commissioner. There is not a club in the major 
leagues where there is not a relationship between player and employer, 
a friendly relationship. I think that probably every club in the major 
leagues inows the feeling pretty much of its players as to what they 
think about the commissionership. It is not a formal one, I confess to 
you, and possibly it should be . 

Mr. McCuttocu. I quite understand that, but in many instances 
there is a conflict of interest which must be apparent to even the most 
superficial student in the rights of the players and the rights of the 
club. 

Mr. Huurnes. Prior to the regime of Commissioner Kenesaw 
Landis, you had actually a three-man commission ? 

Mr. Frick. Up until that time; yes. 

Mr. Hires. Was it your understanding that the baseball people 
found that the three-man commission could not work as effectively as 
the one-man commissioner ? 

Mr. Frick. I think they found that. I think more important was 
the fact that on your three-man commission were members who had 
a financial interest in a club or clubs in baseball, and therefore I sup- 
pose in a court would disqualify themselves. 

Mr. Hrirr1nes. In other words, it might not be a real test of the 
commission ¢ 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

The CHarrman. At that point, then, if the only ones who have a 
voice in the selection of the commissioner are the owners, then only 
those who have a financial interest in the game are qualified to elect the 
commissioner ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. And how many players are there in organized 
baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. In the major leagues? 

The Cuarrman. In organized baseball. 

Mr. Frick. Eight thousand in minor league baseball and four or 
five hundred in the majors. 

The Cuartrman. About 8,500 players have no voice in the selection 
of the commissioner. 

Mr. Keattnc. You do have player representatives, you speak of in 
your statement. I was going to ask whether these players are organ- 
ized and have their own representatives to deal with the leagues. 

Mr. Frick. Yes; the players have their own representatives. 

Mr. Keatine. I wondered whether it would not be feasible to include 
them in the selection as participants in the selection of the commis- 
sioner instead of including all of the players, if the player representa- 
tives do speak for their members in a democratic fashion. Would 
that be feasible for them ? 

Mr. Frick. Undoubtedly that would be the machinery that would 
be set up, or some part of that machinery which would be set up if the 
players were going to participate in the selection. 
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The CHairman. We are going to be practical. If we exempt base- 
ball from the operation of the antitrust laws, would you accept some 
modus operandi whereby players would have some voice, not giving 
details, in the selection of the high commissioner ? 

Mr. Frick. Mr. Chairman, it strikes me that that is a rather unfair 
question because you are asking me something in which I myself have 
no voice. 

The CHatrman, Excuse me, Mr. Frick. We are seeking informa- 
tion. 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

The Cuairman. We are trying to help and we must have coopera- 
tion. We would like to have your views. You are one of the most 
important figures in baseball, and we expect you to show, shall I say, 
some willingness to indicate courage and give us opinions. 

Mr. Frick. I am perfectly willing to answer that as far as I can. 
On the other hand, I think you must recognize if I said “Yes,” I still 
could not speak for baseball. That is the point. 

The Carman. I want your view personally. 

Mr. Frick. I can speak only for myself. 

Before I answer the question I would like to get this in also—that 
in the selection of college presidents—— 

The CHarrman. What is that ? 

Mr. Frick. In the selection of a college president, the student. body 
has no voice. In the selection of any head of a huge corporation, the 
employees very frequently are unconsulted. I would like to have that 
understood that is some of my thinking. 

Now to answer your question, specifically, Mr. Chairman—I would 
personally have no objection whatsoever to the players of baseball 
having a voice in the election of the commissioner who represents 
their governing body—none whatsoever. 

Mr. Stevens. I have something that bears on Mr. McCulloch’s line 
of questioning. I would like to direct your attention to paragraph 9 
of the standard major league contract, which, I believe, deals with 
procedures for conducting pl iyer-club relationships, and I shall read 
paragraph 9 (c), which reads : 


The club, the league, the president and the commissioner, or any of them, may 
make public the findings, decision, and record of any inquiry, investigation, or 
hearing held or conducted, including in such record all evidence or information 
given, received, or obtained in connection therewith. 

I wonder, Mr. Frick, if I correctly understand that to mean the 
club owners or the league presidents or the commissioner may make 
public the results of any hearing, but that the player has no such 
rights. 

Mr. Frick. I had not thought of that at all. My feeling would be 
that the player has a perfect ‘right to comment when he goes out. I 
do not believe the rule was intended that way at all. 

Mr. Stevens. This is from the standard form contract, 9 (c). 

Mr. Frick. L understand. 

Mr. Stevens. You think the player should have such a right? 

Mr. Frick. He does. I have never known a case where a player 
went out after a controversy who did not express himself, have his 
opinions quoted in the newspapers, if he so desired. 

Mr. Stevens. Does he have a right to have the record made public? 

Mr. McCutsocn. That is a . legal question, Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Srevens.'I am interested in the answer. You think he does 
have that right ? 

Mr. Frick. They do it. 

The CHatrRMAN. Have they the right? 

Mr. Frick. So they must have the right, they do it. 

Mr. GotpstEIn. In other words, he can obtain the transcript of 
his hearing and have it published ? 

Mr. Frick. I would think so. 

Mr. McCutiocn. I would like to have an expression of the counsel 
on that in due course. 

The CuHarrman. Do you want it now? 

Mr. McCou.wocn. All right. 

The Cuatrman. Perhaps counsel would be willing to answer. 

Mr. Carrot. Mr. Chairman 

The CHamman. Identify yourself for the record, please. 

Mr. Carrot. Louis Carroll, counsel for the National League. 

The purpose of that provision in the contract, as I understand it, is 
to protect the league president or the commissioner from liability 
to the player or to the other participants in a dispute if he does publish 
the hearing. It is a permissive thing, as you will notice. i says 
he may. And Judge Landis in conducting many of his hearings felt 
that it was to the interests of the player—and of course it was in 
many of these ineligibility cases—to keep the proceedings confidential. 
But he wanted to reserve the right to publish them if he thought their 
publication was in the best interests of baseball, and the provision is 
in there so that no liability would be placed on him for disclosing the 
record in that quasi-legal proceedings. 

Mr. McCuttocnw. Mr. Chairman, that does not quite answer my 
question. 

Mr. Stevens. The question, I believe, Mr. Carroll, is whether the 
player has a right to have the transcript or record of the hearing 
published. 

Mr. Carroiu. As far as I know he does. I have never known the 
question tocome up. But the point I am making is that that provision, 
the purpose of that provision, as I understand it, is not to bar the 
player but to protect the commissioner who holds the hearing and 
may wish to publish the findings. 

Mr. McCutiocn. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask another ques- 
tion of Mr. Carroll. Would it be your construction of that provision 
of the contract under the ordinary rules of construction of a contract, 
where three specific groups of people are specifically authorized to 
make public the findings,;decision, and record, and nobody else is 
named, to extend that by saying, “Yes, it is not prohibited; so, there- 
fore, the unnamed person or group might have that right”? That 
violates the fundamental rule of construction of contracts, does it 
not, Mr. Carroll ? 

Mr. Carrouu. It does certainly mean that there would be no liability. 
For example, suppose there were libelous statements or actionable 
statements in the proceedings. You will notice that the president, 
if he were conducting the hearings, or the commissioner, would have 
no legal liability then if the procedings involved statements which 
might be actionable by the player if published in the ordinary course. 
Now I really believe that that is the purpose as I have heard it 
discussed. 
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Mr. McCuu1ocx. I know, but the clause just categorically says 
that “the club, the league, and the commissioners may make public 
the findings, decision and record.” Now is it your opinion as a law- 
year that a player who is involved may as a matter of right under 
that paragraph demand the record and make public the entire record 
including the findings and the decision ? 

Mr. Carrouu. Yes, sir, it is. 

Mr. McoCuttocn. And you think that is in accordance with the 
usual rules? 

Mr. Carrot. It is—— 

Mr. McCottocu. Wait just a minute. You think that decision 
you have just given me is in accordance with the usual rules of con- 
tractual interpretation ? 

Mr. Carrouu. Well, yes, I would say so in the absence of provision 
that none of the parties may publish the proceedings except the club, 
the league president, or the commissioner. If it read that way, of 
course, it would be clear. I don’t interpret this provision to read as 
though the section read that way. 

The Cuarrman. If the player has the same right as the club, 
league, or commissioner to publish the record, are you willing to 
change the ruling so as to include the player ? 

Mr. CaRROoLt. Well, Mr. Chairman, I have no voice—— 

The Cuarrman. I am asking Mr. Frick. 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Goxtpstre1n. Mr. Frick, in your prepared statement you cite the 
need for maintaining competition on the ball field as one of the prin- 
cipal reasons for the reserve clause. Is that correct? 

Mr. Frick. That is one of the several reasons I suggest. 

Mr. Goupstern. Yes. Would it be fair to assert that the practice 
of trading ball players is also in keeping with this objective? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Gotpstern. Now along that line then, you would agree, would 
you not, that ball clubs acquire what may be called a property interest 
in their players and can sell these players to other clubs for valuable 
consideration or other players? 

Mr. Frick. Sell their contracts; yes. 

Mr. Gotpstern. Is it not true that 40 years ago the Athletics sold 
their star players to other American League clubs and dropped from 
first place to last ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Goupste1n. And 30 years ago the Red Sox sold Babe Ruth and 
other stars to the New York Yankees and consequently sank to last 
place? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Gotpstern. And 20 years ago the Athletics again sold out their 
star players to other clubs and became a last place club? 

Mr. Frick. That again is true. 

Mr. Goutpstern. And in the last 10 years the St. Louis Browns have 
been accustomed to selling their players for large cash sums, have 
they not? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Goupstern. And do you claim that the reserve rule, which alone 
makes such sales possible, promotes competition on the ball field in 
this situation ? 
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Mr. Frick. I do, and I think the cases you give are perfect illustra- 
tions. The reason those players were sold, the reason it was necessary 
for them to sell those players and dispose of them was simply because 
the clubs were no longer drawing, they had no popular appeal, they 
were not able to pay their bills. And’ why were they not? Because 
the competition had dropped out either on the top level or the lower 
level. 

The Crrarrman. Did not the competition drop out because they sold 
the players? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. Mr. Mack broke up his ball elub—as Mr. Cobb 
commented to you the other day—Mr. Mack broke up his ball elub 
after the interest had gone out either because the club is too far out 
in front or too far down, because there is too great a break between 
the 4 and the bottom of competition. 

Mr. Gotpstetn. Would you say the position of the St. Louis Browns, 
with such a practice of selling plavers, represents competition vis-a-vis 
the Yankees for instance? 

Mr. Frick. I would not say that. T would say the St. Lonis Browns 
are in very difficult financial circumstances, and a drowning man 
clutches at a straw. That is obvious. I will say this: If it was not 
for the reserve clause the St. Louis Browns would probably lose the 
strength they have, which is in this instance Ned Garver. who would 
be taken away. 

Mr. Gornstetn. Do you think Ned Garver is going to stay with the 
St. Louis Browns for the next 5 years? 

Mr. Frick. I have a hunch that since they are reorganizing, Garver 
will stay with them; yes. If they are financially sound, I am sure 
he will stay with them. 

Mr. Gotnsrern. For the last 10 years the competitive position of the 
St. Louis Browns has not been one we would call enviable, has it ? 

Mr. Frick. I would hardly use that term. You must remember in 
the last 10 years, or approximately 10 years, they have won a pennant 
in that time. 

Mr. Gorpsrein. During the war. 

Mr. Frick. Yes. 

Mr. Roptno. Would you say that without the reserve clause the 
richer clubs might buy off the better players so that competition would 
undoubtedly die off? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Ropino. Again, do you think it would be prudent for the richer 
clubs, knowing that would be the ultimate result, to do that ? 

Mr. Frick. I do not think it would be prudent at all, but I haven’t 
any doubt in my mind they would do it. 

Mr. Roprno. Despite the fact it would kill off competition ? 

Mr. Frick. Yes. Because you must remember that these men funda- 
mentally—I want to emphasize to you—these men owning ball clubs 
today fund: umentally want a winner, and if the rules are off they are 
going to get a winner as best they can. It is not prudent certainly. 
It would be unwise. It would be hurtful, but they want to win. 

Mr. Roprno. In other words, it would only benefit the players who 
would get a bigger salary and would not affect the game as a whole? 

Mr. Frick. I do not believe it would benefit the player for this rea 
son: The clubs have a limited amount of money, even wealthy ones, 
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that they can spend for salaries. If they spend four-fifths of that 
money to get two or three players in competition like this, then the 
rest of their 25 players will of necessity be players who are going to be 
held down. 

Mr. Roptno. It would benefit some of those players who are good 
players and playing on losing ball teams right now ¢ 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

* + * * t a + 

Mr. Goupsrerx. I wonder, Mr. Frick, whether or not it is correct 
with reference to the waiver rule, and the draft rules, that they are 
designed to offset some of the restrictions of the reserve clause to 
enable a player to play in as good a league as he is capable? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir. ’ 

Mr. Gotpstern. Under the rules in existence, how long may a major 
league control a player and keep him from ever coming to bat in the 
major league ? 

Mr. Frick. Four years. 

Mr. Gotpsretn. And 3-years option ? 

Mr. Frick. Three years on an option and he is paid a major-league 
salary when out on option. 

The Cuatrman. How many years to a baseball player’s life, playing 

ears ¢ 
. Mr. Frick. That, Mr. Chairman, is a very difficult question. I 
wouldn’t know. I would guess that counting minor-league service 
and major-league service I was going to say probably a fellow who 
makes his career of baseball, probably over-all 15 years, but I just 
couldn’t make a guess on that really. 

The Cratrman. So say it is 15 years, and it may be longer? 

Mr. Frick. Fifteen to twenty, I would say. 

The CHatrman. So for 7 years he can be held out of a major league, 
can he not? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. Almost half his baseball life. 

Mr. Frick. As a matter of rule he could be. As a matter of fact, 
‘it does not work out that way because they do bring them up as 
quickly as they are ready. 

Mr. Keating. You would be cutting off your own nose if you did 
not bring up a good player that could play the game at the major- 
league standards? 

Mr. Fricx. That is true. 

Mr. Keatine. You would not do that? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

Mr. Gouvsretn. Well, is there not another problem related to this 
particular situation, namely the payment of large bonuses to young 
ya At least we read in the papers a good deal about large 

onuses being paid'to the young players. What makes that situation 
possible? 

Mr. Frick. Competition, I would say. I cannot testify to bonuses 
because contracts of that type do not go over my desk. I only know 
what I hear. That does not come under my supervision. 

The CuarrmMan. Who gets the bonuses ? 

Mr. Fricx. The player. My guess would be it is a matter of com- 
petition that has developed bonuses. As I tried to tell you before, 
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there is a scarcity of playing material and a scarcity of prospects, and 
you go out and pay the market for them. 

Mr. Gotpstetn. This reflects the demand then for new talent. Even 
an untried player gets a bonus because of that demand ? 

Mr. Frick. Even untried players. 

Mr. Hitirines. Haven’t you had a pretty unfortunate experience in 
the majors in recent years on this high-priced bonus talent that has 
come up? I think there was an artic cle, as I remember, in the New 
York Times which discussed the fact that only about one of those 
men who received very substantial bonuses actually made good. 

Mr. Frick. I think that is true, but I think that prob: tbly i is a matter 
of business principles. For instance, the Philadelphia Phillies were 
mentioned as having spent a great deal of money for bonus ballplayers 
but do not forget they came up with one boy named Curt Simmons, a 
left-handed pitcher now in the armed services, but a boy whose record 
was such that perhaps the Philadelphia club holds the idea that even 
with all this expenditure they are still ahead. It is a matter of busi- 
ness principle I would say. I do not think there is any specific answer 
I could give you other than that. 

Mr. Goupstern. Well, now supposing we have an unknown player, 
a player who is not paid a bonus, who comes into organized baseball 
and signs up and later shows very definite ability. Does he have an 
opportunity to collect a bonus after he is in organized baseball ? 

Mr. Frick. Not after he has signed his contract unless the club 
gives him a bonus. 

Mr. Gotpstern. So that would it be fair to say that once he has 
signed his contract and is under the reserve rule, he is not able to 
collect a large bonus, but if he were a free agent such as before he came 
into baseball, and had no reserve on him, he would be susceptible to be- 
ing paid a bonus? 

Mr. Frick. All players are free agents before they come into base- 
ball. You cannot come into baseball as anything other than a free 
agent, at_ which time you negotiate for your services, plus this fact: 
That while the rules do not require the payment of bonuses there have 
been instances, and still are, when a player has a good season or when 
he develops rapidly, that the clubs do pay him a bonus voluntarily. 
The rules, you are quite right, sir, are specific and there is nothing that 
would require it. 

The Cuatrrman. When a good player is traded by one club to an- 
other club and a large sum of money has been paid by the second team 
that gets the player, does the player share in any of that fund that 
passes ? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think that there ought to be some thought 
given to that situation? The player is being transferred, traded. 
It is his ability, his skill, his know-how. His ability is being sold. 

Should he not participate? I do not want to be dogmatic. I sim- 
ply ask of you, don’t you think he ought to participate in some of that 
fund ¢ 

Mr. Frick. That question has been discussed very, very frequently 
in baseball and there have been persons who have urged that in the 
transfer of a player contract he should share in the transfer price. 
Both sides have been argued. 
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It is not, Mr. Chairman, within my province really, it is not one of 
the things that comes in my jurisdiction that I would pay a great 
deal of attention to, but I know that has been argued. Now to give 
you the specific answers, why it was done, I really can’t say. 

The Cuarrman. Would you care to vouchsafe your personal views 
on that? 

Mr. Frick. I don’t know. You have this condition in bringing a 
ball player along, that a club is spending certain moneys in develop- 
ing that boy. He represents to them a certain investment of money. 

As he is moved along, his contract is transferred in many ways. 
They not always are sent along with any great sum of money. Some- 
times he goes on waiver, sometimes he goes on the draft, sometimes 
he is included in a player deal. Certainly I would be opposed to the 
sharing of purchase price in leagues of the same classification. I 
think it would be very wrong, for instance, in leagues of the same 
classification ; coming up, that is a different question. 

The CrarrMan. I think what you say is correct in a sense that the 
club owners who have invested in the player, nurtured him, encouraged 
him, paid money for him to grow better with time, should be properly 
compensated, but should there not be left something for the player 
himself who is being sold ? 

Mr. Frick. Very possibly. 

The CuarrmMan. What are your views, your personal views? 

Mr. Frick. My views are as I told you, that I do not think that is 
practical in leagues of the same classification. 

I believe it would be entirely wrong to give a part of the purchase 
price of a player who was switched, say, from the New York Yankees 
to the Boston Red Sox, because if you start doing that there would be 
the tendency of a player every time to get himself sold, to work to- 
ward his transfer, and he is still maintaining his status. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, if a player is down at the bottom 
of the ladder D and he is transferred to C, then he might get some- 
thing, or if he is transferred from AA to the major league he might 
get something, but if he is transferred in consideration of a very large 
sum of money between two clubs in the major league, he should get 
nothing? 

Mr. Frick. I think that istrue. That is my feeling. 

The Cuarrman. I do not understand why you should make the dis- 
tinction. It is the same man who is being traded, his ability, his per- 
sonality, his skill is being traded and transferred. 

Mr. Frick. The man is not being transferred, Mr. Chairman, for 
improved and developed merit. The man is being transferred from 
this club to that club in the same classification probably because this 
club has two second basemen and that club has none. His ability is 
not improved during that time. He is already in the major league. 
He has established himself as a major league ball player. 

Now, if you start sharing the purchase price with players of that 
sort, I am afraid—and you asked my personal opinion, understand 
that this is it—I think you would run into a shambles where players 
would constantly be jumping at a chance, laying down maybe to get 
a chance to be traded. If they hear some club is interested in them 
there would be so many things that could happen and the player has 
not improved his ability, that is the point. 
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Mr. Keartinc. That does not apply if he is being traded up the 
ladder ? 

Mr. Roprno. Suppose he is being taken down? 

Mr. Kearrne. I can see the point Mr. Frick makes. 

Mr. Srevens. He would have a financial interest in getting traded. 

Mr. Frick. Yes; plus the fact that there is no merit there. He is 
not traded on a matter of improving. He is traded because of a con- 
dition where this club has, as I say, three second basemen and this 
club has none, so they trade a second baseman from the club that has 
three to the one that has none. 

In exchange the one that has no second baseman has four outfielders 
and this one only has three, so you make deals that way or you get a 
player on waivers. 

Mr. Srevens. If he had a financial interest in getting himself traded, 
he might try to get himself traded within the league. 

Mr. Frick. Right. 

Mr. Gotpsrern. Mr. Frick, in the uniform player’s contract in the 
major leagues is there any provision for arbitration of salary disputes? 

Mr. Frick. You have a copy of the contract there and I haven’t. 

Is there a provision for arbitration of salary in the major league 
player’s contract? I believe there is not. 

Mr. Gorpstetn. There is not. Does this mean then that the player 
must accept the salary offered him by the club subject to the rules of 
the reserve clause or be blacklisted, or shall we say, voluntarily retired, 
if you want to be polite? 

Mr. Frick. I would rather say voluntarily retired, and the rest of 
your statement is true. 

Mr. Gortpstetn. In other words, under rules 15—B and 14—A he can- 
not play anywhere in organized baseball as long as he will not settle for 
the contract remuneration which the club offers him ? 

Mr. Frick. That is true, with the qualification that in arriving at 
this salary, whatever may be determined upon, he may not be reduced 
more than 25 percent in any given year. 

Mr. Go.pstetn. But in case he would, like Mr. Cobb, instead of 
being reduced, feel that he wanted to go from nine thousand to either 
twelve or fifteen thousand, he would have no way of having that 
provision of his contract arbitrated, that problem arbitrated with 
anyone ? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Kerattnea. It might be arbitrated by the fans. 

Mr. Frick. That is the one that Mr, Cobb referred to where public 
opinion might 

Mr. Gotpstetn. But there have been hold-outs where the fans did 
not help because they sat out for a long period of time, at least for full 
seasons before there was an agreement ? 

Mr. Frick. I have known of two or three over the years that did 
that. I think Eddie Roush did one year, I think Johnny Kling did 
one year, and that fellow who played for the Giants, Turkey Mike 
Donlin, I think he held out for one year and went into vaudeville. 

Mr. Roprno. I read about the St. Louis Cardinals who spent so 
much for a pitcher and then traded him off for a bird dog. Was there 
any profit there? 

Mr. Frick. I have heard that also. I know having an interest in 
the ball game, the pitcher goes badly, at the moment you might be 
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inclined to trade him for anything. Impulsiveness might govern as 
with Ralph Kiner, for instance. I met Ralph Kiner in Detroit the 
other day. We are very good friends. It so happened 1 had just 
sent Ralph a wire suspending him for 3 days for bumping an umpire. 
He came up to me, stuck out his hand and said, “Mr. Frick, you know 
I have always been for the reserve clause until I got your wire.” 

Mr. Gotpsrern. As a practical matter, these men are then unable 
to earn a livelihood in organized baseball during the period of their 
hold-out with no recourse to anyone? 

Mr. Frick. That is true. 

The CuHarrman. If a man is under a contract say with the Giants, 
the Dodgers, or anybody else, can he negotiate with any other club? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir. 

The CHarman. That is called tampering, is it not? 

Mr. Frick. That is called tampering. 

The Cuarrman. That is rule 3-G, I believe. 

Mr. Frick. I am not sure of that. I think it is 3-G. I had it in 
my statement this morning. 

The CuHarrMaNn. So that only another club can negotiate for him? 

Mr. Frick. Club negétiates with club, not club with player. 

The CHartrman. Club can negotiate with club but player cannot 
negotiate with the club? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. Nor can the club negotiate with the player? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. The negotiations must be club with 
club unless they give consent. There have been instances when a club 
has given consent to another club to negotiate with a player, but it 
always must be by consent. 

Mr. Gotpstrern. I wonder if we could elarify by a few questions 
certain poe of your prepared statement. On page 5 of that state- 
ment I believe you set forth that each club in organized baseball has 
its individual identity, and I wonder if you mean to imply that all 
clubs in a farm or chain-store system are really independent. 

Mr. Frick. No; I did not mean to imply that. I mean that each 
club has its own identity, that each club even in a chain-store, maintains 
its own business operation of handling its tickets, employing and dis- 
charging their employees. 

Mr. Goupstern. In other words, it is local administration rather 
than ownerenipt 

Mr. Frick. That is right, it is local administration. 

Mr. Gotpstetn. Now, along that line I believe it has always been 
considered that common ownership in clubs in the same league is 
improper. 

Mr. Frick. Within the same league. 

Mr. Gorpstern. Within the same league. Does that feeling extend 
to cases where you have a conflict at a lower level? For example, if 
‘ a person owns stock in the Billings, Mont., Club and that club has a 
working agreement with, say, Brooklyn in the National League, and 
actually the person owning stock in the Billings, Mont., Club is in- 
terested in the Pittsburgh Club, don’t you have a question of a common 
meeting at Billings, Mont., of Pittsburgh and Brooklyn? 

Mr. Frick. I don't know how I could answer that question for 
you other than to say I really do not know. Those are questions that 
do not come within my province. 
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My personal feeling would be that it would depend a great. deal on 
how much stock the fellow who is in Billings has in the Pittsburgh 
Club, how close their relationship is. I think that must of necessity 
be decided on an individual basis and on fact. 

Mr. Gotpsre1n. How would you feel about the fact, for instance, 
that it has been reported that there is a common ownership in the 
Cardinals and the Browns in terms of stock ownership, and suppos- 
ing the day comes when the Browns and the Cardinals are in the same 
world series, would that be of any interest? 

Mr. Fricx. I do not think in any of those instances the question of 
control of the club has been involved. I think each time it is a minor- 
ity interest. 

“Certainly an ownership of that sort where only a minority is in- 
volved and where it is clubs of a different league, is entirely different 
than an ownership within the league where they are, as I say, both 
partners and competitors. 

Mr. GotpsteIn. Now, on page 6 of your statement you go into the 
peep eed of the high commissioner’s office. I wonder if the so- 

alled Black Sox scandal had anything to do with the affairs that pre- 
cipitated the formation of the—— 

Mr. Frick. I would not be surprised if that offered a little bit of 
an impetus. The point I am making is that the need for a centralized 
office started before that, earlier than that. 

Certainly I think the Black Sox scandal and the resultant upset of 
public opinion, and the great necessity for clearing our skirts, and 
keeping baseball clean undoubtedly had a great deal to do with the 
establishment of the commissioner’s office at that time. 

Mr. Srevens. There has been no repetition of that sort of thing 
since then ? 

Mr. Frick. There has been none. 

The Cuarrman. In a number of places in your prepared statement 
you spoke of the salary of players, and I think you said the average 
salaries of the league players, the major league players, is something 
like $12,000. 

Mr. Frick. Probably $12,000 for the National League and I ex- 
poe, Mr. Chairman, that I did not have American lonens figures, 

ut I would surmise that they were about the same. 

The CHairman. Now, of course, that is not the average salary of 
the baseball player generally. 

Mr. Frick. Oh, no, this is major league, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Let us see how the figures would change, how the 
$12,000 would change if you take in the minor leagues. Now there 
are 16 major league clubs, there are 24 triple A clubs, 16 double A 
clubs, 26 A clubs, 88 B clubs, 112 C elubs, 190 D clubs. 

Have you any idea what the relative salaries, average salaries, are 
of the player in all those classifications ? 

Mr. Frick. I have not, no, sir. I have never seen a figure. 

The CuHartrman. I am informed that the salaries are far below 
$12,000. 

Mr. Frick. Oh, well, I think they would be. 

The Cuarman. And I think it might be well if counsel would pre- 
pare for us, if he can, something in the nature of the average salaries 
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of all baseball players, not only those in the major leagues but those 
in the minor leagues down to D.® 

Mr. Stevens. Mr. Frick, on the $12,000 figure—— 

The Cuarrman. Wait a minute. I think you will find that the 
salaries go down sometimes to $150 a month. 

Mr. Frick. I can believe that; yes. 

Mr. Stevens. Mr. Frick, in computing the average, I just want to 
understand what salaries are taken into question. Was it the 25 
active players ? 

Mr. Frick. The 25 active players. 

Mr. Stevens. And you took the total payroll ? 

Mr. Frick. Took the total player roll and divided it by 25, 24, or 23, 
the number of active players they have. You must understand that 
those figures are mine, made in my office, and my office has no way of 
determining the salaries that are ‘paid on a fellow, for instance, who 
comes up in April and is let go in June. 

Now, many of those, if they go out on option, get their major league 
salaries. Some of them, if they are sent out outright, their salaries 
vary, so I have no way of ascertaining that. 

The CuarrMan. So the bulk of the players get far less than $12,000 
a year average? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes, indeed, yes. 

The CHatrman. So that we have to then take into consideration 
that it may be that skilled workmen outside of baseball get far more 
than many of the baseball players? 

Mr. Frick. That is right, Mr. Chairman. When you take that into 
consideration. However, I hope you will also take into consideration 
the fact that your baseball player is employed on a 6-month basis 
and has 6 months free to do what he pleases. Even more than that in 
the minor leagues. Their seasons are not as long. 

The Cuamman. Now does the farm system prevail in the National 
League? 

Mr. Frick. Not within the National League. They don’t farm 
major league clubs. We have National League clubs who operate a 
farm system. 

The Cuamrman. Members of the National League can operate farm 
clubs? 

Mr. Frick. Right. 

The Cuarrman. Have you any idea how many clubs are owned by 
those interested in any of the league clubs? 

Mr. Frick. No, I have no figures on that. Almost all our clubs 
have some ownership clubs. I do not know the number. 

The CuHarrman. We have asked for that information. 

Mr. Frick. I think it has been furnished to you.” 

The Cuatrman. Do the rules governing the leagues permit owner- 
ship of these farms? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes. Let me understand, You mean does it permit 
a National League club to own a club in another classification? The 
answer is “yes.’ 

The Cuatrman. There was a time, I think, when the high com- 
missioner of baseball, Judge Landis, frowned on that system. 


* See infra, p. 965. 
10 See infra, exhibit No. 47A and 47B, pp. 765-768, and appendix, p. 1242. 
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Mr. Fricx. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. And he did everything in his power, I think, to 
break up the farm system, did he not? 

Mr. Frick. He fought pretty hard. 

The CuarrMan. He did not succeed, did he? 

Mr. Frick. No, he did not. 

Mr. Goupstern. I would like to refer for a moment to your state- 
ment where you talk about the commissioner’s office and you stated 
that that office has worked without fear or favor. Would it be a 
fair inference to make from your statement that there was no grand 
for criticism then of the former high commissioner of baseball ! 

Mr. Frick. No, I do not think that is a fair question. There are 
other grounds that somebody could find fault with that had nothing 
to do with whether he was—— 

Mr. Goupstern. You would grant that he had operated during his 
career as high commissioner without fear or favor $ 

Mr. Frick. That is what I say there. 

Mr. Gotpstetn. That would not be a ground for criticism ? 

Mr. Frick. No, sir, not with me. 

Mr. Gotpstre1n. Now, I believe you discuss the fact that any new- 
comer can operate a club whenever he wants to. 

Did you not really mean to say that any newcomer who wants to 
operate a club outside of organized baseball and risk the sanctions that 
might come, such as those we discussed this morning, as a result of 
ineligibility, could operate a club? 

Mr. Frick. That is right. 

Mr. Goipstetn. So that as a practical matter this newcomer, who 
is free to come in, is coming in at the risk of certain sanctions that 
might be imposed against him ? 

Mr. Frick. Not necessarily that. You will find, for instance, in 
New York that there are many clubs operating on a professional basis 
who are making money who are not a part of organized baseball. 

I have in mind particularly a club called the Bushwicks that oper- 
ates over in Queens. It has been operating in competition with 
organized professional baseball for many years. It has made a lot 
of money, has had a lot of good players, has used a great many major 
league players after they were through with their major league careers, 
and it can be operated that way and it can be done in many other cities 
and is being done. 

Mr. Goupstern. When they do operate, and you say they use players 
whose services are no longer needed in the league classification where 
they operate, you imply, of course, it must be a lower class of ball 
and similarly down through the leagues, I suppose. 

Mr. Frick. That is very true. Yet you will find the Bushwicks, 
after the major league season is ended, a great many of our major 
league players will go over and play four or five games with the 
Bushwicks. 

Mr. Goupstern. They are not in an outlaw league then, I take it? 

Mr. Frick. No, they are an independent. 

Mr. Goipstetn. Now, in your statement you talk about the renewal 
clause and the effect that it has in that it reinstates the previous con- 
tract at the same terms. 
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Now, what happens when the current contract which must be a 
uniform contract, as I understand it, in organized baseball, contains a 
new term; that is, for instance, supposing you put in a clause on wage 
ae you have in effect a new term in your contract, do you 
not 

Mr. Frick. Surely. We have to put a clause in there that this 
contract is, of course, affected by Federal legislation and things of 
that sort. That is in our contract. 

Mr. Gotpsre1n. So there is actually practically a new term under 
the reserve clause although it speaks of the same terms? 

Mr. Frick. He signs a new contract with the new terms in it. For 
instance, in our contracts this year you will find because of various 
Federal laws that that clause isin there. This contract is signed with 
full regard to any Federal regulations. 

Mr. Goupste1n. When you discussed the brotherhood war and men- 
tioned the fact that the players at that time were willing to take the 
reserve clause and found it very desirable, I wonder if they did not 
have a different conception of the reserve clause in the days of the 
brotherhood war than they do now. Was it then enforceable against 
individuals as against clubs? 

Mr. Frick. That question I could not answer. I am nota historian 
of baseball as I told you. I can tell you a very interesting little story 
I think about that. 

The information I had of the brotherhood was—the brotherhood 
rules and the feeling that these fellows had that they were being sort 
of picked on, that they weren’t reserved, as I stated—came from a 
group of gentlemen, including Mr. George Wright, Mr. Sam Crane, 
Mr. John Montgomery Ward, and a fellow named George Washington 
Bradley, a pitcher, all four of whom were sitting around a table in 
1926 at the fiftieth celebration of the National League. Those four 
gentlemen were there. 

Mr. Ward was a member of that committee, and recited to me the 
incidents, rather dug them up, and beyond that I took their word for 
it, and that is their story. 

Mr. Gotpste1n. There are two further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
You have set forth the fact that one of the three criteria in determin- 
ing whether baseball does its job is whether or not it meets the responsi- 
bility to the fans in the particular ball towns. 

Mr. Frick. Right. 

Mr. Gotpsre1n. Do you think that the responsibility toward the 
fans in St. Louis and Philadelphia have consistently been met over 
the past few years? 

Mr. Frick. I think they have been met within the capabilities of the 
club. One can meet responsibilities only insofar as it is humanly and 
physically possible to meet them. 

I think those clubs, even in their darkest moment, were making 
every effort possible to meet and carry the full responsibility. They 
had an awareness of their responsibility and they were doing every- 
thing even in their dark days to meet it. 

Mr. Gotpstern. What about a situation like this: I believe that the 
Chicago Cubs had a very successful season last year with their Spring- 
field farm club, according to the figures. Los Angeles also is a part 
of the Cubs’ system. It is reported that the Springfield players 
moved out to Los Angeles. The Springfield team is in last place. 
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Now is the shipping of players around, that way, meeting the re- 
sponsibility to the fans in Springfield, Mass. ? 

Mr. Frick. Within their capabilities. If you have only so many 
players that you can shift, yes. It is impossible to meet beyond your 
capability. 

Mr. Goxpstern. And then one further question. In your discus- 
sion about the pension system and the tremendous contribution of the 
clubs to the pension system, I wonder if any thought has been given to 
the fact that once a man has been 5 years in the majors he is often 
in a much better position and may need a pemon: plan less than a man 
who has spent 5 years in the minor league ? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes, I think that has been given consideration, cer- 
tainly. That is not peculiar, however, to baseball. I think you will 
find it in the history of pensions for the most part that are brought 
by industry. The fellows who need them worst probably get them 
the least. 

Mr. Goupstetn. So this may be a similar case ? 

Mr. Frick. This may be very similar. Ordinarily a concern can 
only finance a pension if the concern has money to finance that pen- 
sion, and the financing of a pension plan down in some of your minor 
leagues would be, I am afraid, almost impossible. It would be very 
worthwhile if you could. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Frick, I would just like to ask this question 
before we conclude. Baseball clubs are corporations, are they not? 

Mr. Frick. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrman. And the stock may be held widely among many 
people? 

Mr. Frick. Oh, yes. I think as a common practice your major 
leagues are held fairly closely, but they could be held widely, yes, 
indeed. 

The Cuatrrman. Suppose a gambler or racketeer buys up the stock 
of a club and gets control of the club, what remedy have you? 

Mr. Frick. The only remedy we have, Mr. Chairman, is eternal 
and constant vigilance and an effort of moral suasion. If you cannot 
convict a man in court, moral suasion is used to get him out. 

We have had some instances since I have been president of the 
National League in which we discovered that a few shares of stock 
were being held in one of our clubs by persons who were persona 
non grata, and it took a little time, a little manip but we got 
cooperation from the major stockholder and _ eventually, after 
some effort and some time, we usually were able to clear up the 
situation. 

The Cuarrman. Well, that is very creditable. 

Mr. Gorpstern. Mr. Chairman, will you accept for the record, 
pore the major league agreement and rules, and the major-minor 
eague agreement and rules? 

The Cuatrman. They will be accepted." 

Mr. Stevens. I have just one question, Mr. Chairman, if I may. 

Just referring to your statement, Mr. Frick, you state that the 
popular notion is that the reserve clause is some provision in the 
player’s contract which gives to the club in organized baseball which 


11 See appendix, pp. 1121-1176. 
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first signs a player a continuing and exclusive right to his services. 
Except for the fact that it may not all be in the contract, that is sub- 
stantially true. 


Mr. Frick. The — I was trying to make there is one of definition. 
If you carry that through, I point out it is not in the contract. It is 


in three eet and in referring to the reserve clause here I include all 
those three things. 


Mr. Stevens. Is that the effect of all these things put together ? 


Mr. Frick. That is right. That paragraph was simply one of 
definition. 


The Cuarrman. Mr. Frick, I just want to express my appreciation 
for your coming here. You have had a rather difficult and tryin 
time here in these 2 days. It was not easy for you to take time off and 
to come down here. I want you to know that the questions asked do 
not indicate the final views of the propounder of the questions. 

We are delving into all phases of baseball, and you have made a very 


valuable contribution to this inquiry. We are very grateful to you. 
Mr. Frick. Thank you, sir. 


NOVEMBER 5, 1954. 
Mr. WILL HARRIDGE, 


President, American League, 
Chicago, Ill. 

DEAR WILL: During the past 2 or 3 weeks, as you will recall, we have been 
in contact with each other concerning the Philadelphia situation. The commis- 
sioner, as you know, has deliberately stayed out of the public picture since 
he has every confidence in the president of the American League and the 
American League club owners to solve what is obviously an intraleague matter 
to their mutual satisfaction and to the benefit of baseball. 

However, I feel I should put in writing for the record certain of the matters 
which we discussed so that there may be no misunderstanding as to the atti- 
tude of this office, which, I think, reflects your own feelings. 

1. If the club is sold to Mr. Johnson and his group, it is of extreme importance 
that Mr. Johnson furnish to the league and to the commissioner’s office a list 
of the stockholders contemplated. It is particularly important that there 
not be included in that list of stockholders any persons who because of other 
occupations or because of personal records would not be good associates for base- 
ball. It has come to my attention that Mr. Johnson has on some prior occasion 
worked in cooperation with Messrs. Norris and Wertz, of Chicago. These gentle- 
men are, so far as I know, good citizens. I would not in any way cast any 
reflection on their character. However, both men are deeply involved with 
boxing and with hockey and I do not believe that the three sports should be 
tied up together. 

2. An objection has been raised to the sale to Mr. Johnson on the basis that 
Mr. Johnson owns the Yankee Stadium where the New York American League 
club plays its home games. In this connection, the commissioner feels that 
the American League before granting the franchise to Mr. Johnson should make 
a complete and thorough examination of the existent lease between Mr. John- 
son and the New York American League baseball club. Such lease should not 
be approved unless it is based strictly on a landlord-tenant basis. It should pro- 
vide for a specific term, at a specific flat rental and should not contain any 
qualifying terms or clauses, which would permit of any variance based on at- 
tendance, performance, or anything whatsoever which would directly or indi- 
rectly give to the landlord any rights, any voice, any influence, or any control in 
the baseball operations of the New York American League baseball club. 

3. There should be a provision in the lease that in-case of default by the New 
York American League baseball club the league shall have the right to take over 
the lease under the exact terms specified. This, it seems to me, is particularly 
important both as a protection to the American League and a protection to base- 
ball. Finally, as concerns the Johnson deal: It seems to me the clincher would 
be an agreement on the part of Mr. Johnson to dispose of his stadium property 
within a reasonable time if the Kansas City operation proves successful. 
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Now as concerns the sale of the ball club to a Philadelphia syndicate: As I 
told you over the telephone, members of any syndicate must be scrutinized very 
carefully. As concerns the original syndicate, I had received certain information 
concerning some members which I in turn passed on to you. I think you also had 
received the same information from other sources and that information was, I 
understand, passed on to American League club owners, It is a responsibility 
of this office and the American League to check through on such persons whenever 
a question is raised and make sure before any approval is given that the indi- 
viduals are in every way acceptable. 

One final thought which I may or may not have mentioned to you: The long 
delay and the constant publicity whether intentional or not has been harmful 
to the American Association. I am not concerned with the Kansas City club 
since that club has been throughout a party to the whole procedure—I am con- 
cerned about the league. It seems to me important that the American League 
make a final decision one way or the other as quickly as possible so that the 
members of the American Association will know where they stand, so that they 
can replace a city in case one is taken from them. Certainly, if the publicity 
continues, there will be damages that will have to be measured in some tangible 
way. 

This letter may appear to you as repetitious since it is only a restatement of 
matters which we have previously discussed. The commissioner’s office has com- 
plete confidence that the American League can and will solve a troublesome 
problem to the best advantage of baseball and the public. However, the com- 
missioner at the same time would be very remiss if we did not thus officially call 
to your attention the above-mentioned questions in which he has extreme interest 
and which he feels must be met in any transfer of franchise. 

All good wishes and good luck. 

Sincerely, 
Forp ©. FRIcK. 


Aprit 19, 1955. 
Mr. CHARLEY PEET, 
Sports Department, The Binghamton Press, 
Binghamton, N. Y. 

My Dear Mk. Peet: This will acknowledge your letter of April 5. 

As concerns the Kansas City situation, this office has made a complete and 
thorough investigation. I am convinced that there is no connection whatsoever 
in the operation of the New York Yankees and the Kansas City club. It is 
true that Mr. Topping and Mr. Webb do happen to be associates in other business 
with Mr. Johnson. However, that is not a situation unusual at all in American 
business. So far as the baseball! situation is concerned, I am thoroughly satisfied 
that there is no tieup whatsoever and you can be assured that if anything arises 
which would indicate such tieup, this office will immediately get busy. 

Sincerely, 
Forp C. FRIcK. 


Aprit 5, 19565. 
Mr. Greorce M. WEIss, 
General Manager, New York Yankees, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Werss: There has been much speculation in the press of late that 
the Yankees and Athletics have some sort of special tieup. 

Some writers apparently have based their assumptions on the facts that 
Arnold Johnson, once the owner of Yankee Stadium, now owns the Athletics 
and that Parke Carroll and Ray Kennedy, former Yankee employees, now 
hold top-ranking jobs with the A’s. 

For some reason I can’t quite figure out, no reporter has asked you for your 
comments on the matter. I think a statement from you would help clarify the 
situation and naturally would make a most interesting story. 

Sincerely yours, 


CHARLEY PEET, 
Sports Department. 
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Kansas City ATHLETICS, INC., 
Kansas City, Mo., April 8, 1955. 
Mr. Forp C. FRIck, 
Commissioner of Baseball, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Frick: We are all more than pleased to have the honor of your 
attendance at the opening game of the Kansas City Athletics. 

Enclosed is a copy of the 1955 yearbook of the Athletics, which has just been 
completed. We are very proud of this booklet which, you will note, has a four- 
color cover page, informal shots of the players and their families, and a very 
complete story of the purchase and transfer of the team. My thought has been 
to handle everything in connection with the Kansas City Athletics in a manner 
befitting the American League, and when you visit the new stadium you will 
undoubtedly agree that everything has been accomplished in a big league way. 

Our public relations with the press throughout the country have been good, 
and I want you to know that the few ridiculous statements made by a small 
number of writers, such as Arthur Mann in the Saturday Evening Post article, 
do not bother me to any extent. Actually, this is part of baseball, and writers 
are entitled to express their views. I can assure you that there is no hocus pocus 
in the Athletics deal, and my associates and I have an actual $1,800,000 remaining 
eash investment in the club, without our advances for the scoreboard, training 
season, improvements in the park, etc., which probably total in the neighborhood 
of $250,000. 

Sometimes people forget the terrific business risk I took in purchasing Connie 
Mack Stadium in Philadelphia for approximately $1,675,000. There was no 
guaranty that Bob Carpenter would buy the stadium, and if he or Philadelphia 
had built a new baseball park I might just as well have written off my investment 
because the land value would not have been much more than the cost of wrecking 
the stadium for other use. 

I did not mean to even make these comments when I started this letter, but 
after all, you are the commissioner of basebeall, and should have the facts. I 
can assure you that my sale of the Yankee Stadium to Mr. John W. Cox has no 
strings attached. At no time, present or future, will I ever have any option to 
reacquire my interest. I do not do business that way, and am proud to be 
associated with big league baseball. I plan to do everything possible to build up 
the Athletics, and that in itself is a big job. I might add that any comments by 
writers about a tieup between the Yankees and the Athletics are absolutely 
untrue. Possibly this statement in writing may give you better assurance of my 
position. I have never had and will not have in the future any agreement, direct 
or indirect, with the New York Yankees, or any other team, which would result 
in such a team having anything to say about the operation of the Kansas City 
Athletics. 

We have offered to deal for players with any club in the league, and to date 
have not been very successful. We will deal on a fair basis with any club, 
including the Yankees, if the end result is the strengthening of our ball club. 

Looking forward to seeing you and Mrs. Frick in Kansas City, with kindest 
regards, 

Sincerely, 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 


BASEBALL, OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, 
New York, N. Y., June 6, 1957. 
Mr. JAMgEs E. S. BAKER, 
Sidley, Austin, Burgess & Smith, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Mr. BAKER: You have asked me to consider under major league rule 20 
the transaction involving the sale by the Los Angeles Baseball Club, Inc., a 
subsidiary of the Chicago National League Ball Club, of its Los Angeles real 
estate to Fort Worth Baseball Club, Inc., a subsidiary of the Brooklyn Club, 
and the exchange between the Los Angeles and the Fort Worth Clubs of their 
franchise and territorial rights. The details of the transaction as disclosed in 
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a letter to me from Sidley, Austin, Burgess & Smith, counsel for the Chicago 
Club, dated May 29, 1957, and in a letter to me from Henry J. Walsh, counsel 
for the Brooklyn Club, dated June 5, 1957, are as follows: 

In February 1957, Fort Worth Baseball Club, Inc., contracted to sell and 
later sold its real estate at Fort Worth, Tex., to Marvin Kratter. As part of 
the purchase price, Mr. Kratter gave his note in the sum of $900,000 to Fort 
Worth Baseball Club, Inc., and secured this note by a deed of trust (mortgage) 
to the land conveyed. The deed of trust names Henry J. Walsh as trustee. 

Subsequently, Fort Worth Baseball Club, Inc., agreed with the Los Angeles 
Baseball Club to purchase Wrigley Field at Los Angeles, Calif., for a price of 
$2 million to be paid as follows: $300,000 in cash and $1,700,000 by Fort Worth 
Baseball Club, Inc., giving to Los Angeles Baseball Club its 2 notes in the sums 
of $900.000 and $800,000, which notes mature on June 1, 1960, and April 1, 1960, 
respectively. The $900,000 note can be extended for a period of 2 years on the 
payment of additional sums in reduction of principal. In addition, Fort Worth 
Baseball Club, Inc., will assign to Los Angeles Baseball Club the note of Marvin 
Kratter and the deed of trust as security for its note of $900,000. The liability 
on the $900,000 note of the Fort Worth Baseball Club, Inc., is limited to the land 
so that Los Angeles Baseball Club will have no claim for personal liability against 
Fort Worth Baseball Club, Inc., on this note. 

The note for $800,000 representing the balance of the purchase price will be 
guaranteed by Brooklyn National League Baseball Club, Inc., to Los Angeles 
Baseball Club. There is no provision for the extension of payment of this note. 

As a corollary to this transaction, Fort Worth Baseball Club, Inc., and Los 
Angeles Baseball Club have exchanged their territorial rights in their respective 
leagues. 

I am advised by letter from Warren C. Giles, president of the National League, 
dated June 3, 1957, that the facts of this transaction have been disclosed to the 
members of the National League and that that league, on May 28, 1957, had 
unanimously voted to approve the transaction if and insofar as it came under 
the provisions of major league rule 20 or article 3.13 of the National League con- 
stitution, which also deals with the matter of conflicting interests. 

Since the transaction involves the retention until April 1, 1960, by the Los 
Angeles Club, a subsidiary of the Chicago Club, of a note of the Fort Worth 
Club, payment of which is guaranteed by the Brooklyn Club, this aspect of the 
transaction might be construed as an indirect loan from the Chicago Club to 
the Brooklyn Club within the wording of major league rule 20 (c). 

In view of the temporary and indirect nature of the interests involved and in 
view of the approval of this transaction by the National League, the transaction 
is approved by the commissioner insofar as approved is called for under 
major league rule 20. 

Sincerely, 
Forp FRIck. 


CHICAGO CUBs, 
CHICAGO NATIONAL LEAGUE BALL Cr UB, INC.,, 
Chicago, Ill., May 29, 1957. 
Mr. Forp C. Frick, 
Commissioner, Baseball, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr, CoMMIsSIONER: As I wrote recently in a letter to Mr. Giles, while 
the impending even trade of the Los Angeles franchise and territorial rights 
for the Fort Worth franchise and territorial rights has certainly been no secret 
from the baseball world for several months now, it also involves the sale of the 
Los Angeles real estate and structures for cash. Because of Brooklyn’s situation 
of having to find a new park in which to play within the next 3 years, which may 
take considerable cash, the real estate part of the deal is on a time basis, 
secured in part by a mortgage on the Fort Worth real estate and structures 
and a note guaranteed by the Brooklyn National League Baseball Club for 3 
years. 

We felt that this might come under article 3.13 (a) of the National League 
constitution, and therefore submitted the whole thing to the National League 
at their meeting yesterday, and the deal was unanimously approved by the 
National League. 
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I understand that Mr. Giles is writing you in regard to this, but Mr. Carroll 
suggested that as the transaction might also come under (c) of major league 
rule 20, we should give you the same full information and ask for your approval 
before finally consummating the deal which of course we would like to do as soon 
as possible. It is also my undertanding that Jim Baker of Sidley, Austin, 
Burgess & Smith, our legal representatives who have been working with Brook- 
lyn’s legal advisers, is also writing you on this subject giving you complete 
details, but if there is any further information you would like to have before 
making a decision, we will of course be more than glad to furnish it. 

Sincerely yours, 
Puiuip K. WRIGLEY. 


May 81, 1957. 
Mr. PHIvip K. WRIGLEY, 
President, Chicago Cubs, 
Chicago, Tl. 

DEAR Mr. WRIGLEY: This will acknowledge your letter of May 29, relative to 
the necessary mortgage agreements in connection with the transfer of the Los 
Angeles and the Forth Worth franchises. Certainly so long as there is involved 
in this deal only minor league clubs, the mortgage arrangements could not be 
faulted. However, I do think we face a problem if, when, and as the Brooklyn 
franchise should be transferred to Los Angeles. When that time comes, it 
seems to me, we would very definitely have a conflict of interest in that the 
Chicago National League Club then would hold a mortgage on another club in 
the same league. I am not yet prepared to rule on that particular situation until 
I have had opportunity to discuss the matter with Mr. Baker and Mr. Carroll. 
I will get to this as promptly as possible. 

Meantime, I am wondering if it might be possible for you to go through with 
the deal with an agreement that within a reasonable time after Los Angeles 
becomes a major league city arrangements would be made either for payment or 
discount of the notes to the point where Brooklyn (Los Angeles) would either 
pay up or transfer the obligation and endorsement somewhere else. 

Sincerely, 
Forp FRICK. 


THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL BASERALL CLUBS, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, June 3, 1957. 
Commissioner Forp C, Frick, 
New York, N. ¥. 

DEAR COMMISSIONER: On May 16 our office sent to all members of the National 
League copy of a letter addressed to me by Mr. Phil Wrigley in which he out- 
lined in detail the transaction between the Brooklyn Club and the Los Angeles 
Club. While there was a question in my mind, and some question in Lou Car- 
roll’s mind, whether or not Brooklya’s guaranteeing the Fort Worth note was an 
indirect “interest,” nevertheless T felt the facts involved in the transaction should 
be revealed to our league and accordingly forwarded the information to each 
member on May 16 

At our league meeting in Chicago on May 28 this matter was discussed and 
while there was doubt in the minds of many whether or not the transaction 
came under the provisions of article 3.13 of our constitution or major league rule 
20, it was discussed and the transaction unanimously approved by the league, 
with the following members voting for their clubs: 


Brooklyn—Walter O'Malley 
Milwaukee—Lou Perini 
Cincinnati—Gabe Paul 
Philadelphia—Bob Carpenter 
St. Louis—August Busch 
Pittsburgh—Joe Brown 

New York—Horace Stoneham 
Chicago—Philip K. Wrigley 


The above for your information. 
Sincerely yours, 





WARREN C. Gries, President. 
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SmpLey, AUSTIN, BurcEss & SMITH, 


Chicago, May 29, 1957. 
Forp C. Frick, Esq., 


Commissioner of Baseball, 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Mr. Frick: As you know, this firm represents Chicago National League 
Ball Club. We have been working closely with the attorneys for the Brooklyn 
National League Baseball Club, Inc., in an effort to complete the legal details 
incident to the sale by Los Angeles Baseball Club, Inc., a subsidiary of the Chi- 
cago Club, of its interests in the Los Angeles real estate to Fort Worth Baseball 
Club, Inc., a subsidiary of the Brooklyn Club, and the exchange between the 
Los Angeles and the Fort Worth Clubs of their franchise and territorial rights. 
The details of the transaction pertinent to the financial interests involved are 
set forth in Mr. Wrigley’s letter of May 15, 1957, to Mr. Giles, a copy of which is 
enclosed. 

At its meeting yesterday afternoon, the National League gave such approval 
of the transaction as was necessary under section 3.13 of article 3 of the Na- 
tional League constitution as revised effective February 1, 1957. Under the 
National League constitution, if any provision is applicable to the proposed 
transaction it is that concerning indirect ‘financial interests,” contained in sub- 
paragraph (a) of section 3.13. Under major league rule 20, loans and guaran- 
ties by one club in a league to another club in the same league are specifically 
referred to in subparagraph (c). 

You will note that the proposed transaction, as set forth in Mr. Wrigley’s 
letter to Mr. Giles, involves the retention for a limited time, by the Los Angeles 
club, a subsidiary of the Chicago club, of a note of the Fort Worth club, pay- 
ment of which is guaranteed by the Brooklyn club. It is possible that the pro- 
posed transaction might be construed to be an indirect loan from the Chicago 
club to the Brooklyn club within the wording of the rule. 

In view of the specific reference to loans and guaranties in subparagraph (c), 
it is our opinion, as a matter of legal construction of the language of the rule, 
that the prohibitions against “financial interests’ which are contained in sub- 
paragraph (a) of rule 20 do not apply to the proposed transaction. 

In view of the temporary and indirect nature of the interests and the insula- 
tion of the Chicago club from the Brooklyn club, through the two subsidiaries, 
it would seem that the proposed transaction is not one which carries the threat 
of a conflicting interest which major league rule 20 was intended to reach. 

Yesterday’s approval of the transaction by the National League should serve 
to demonstrate that the transaction does not involve any conflicting interests 
detrimental to baseball. 

We request, therefore, on behalf of the Chicago club, that you approve the 
proposed transactions under major league rule 20 (c). 

If there is anything further you need in the way of documents or infor- 
mation, we shall be pleased to see that you are supplied with it. 

Very truly yours, 
SripLey, AusSTIN, BurcEss & SMITH, 
By JAMEs B. S. BAKER 


Organized baseball, National League, dividends paid, 1952-56 














Year Brooklyn | Chicago Cincin- | Milwau- New Philadel- | _Pitts- | St. Louis 
nati | kee | York phia | burgh 
elated inact atta ania comel | $14, 270 | SE le at | 
ES Soe abe gc eeecds a 14, 270 ees 
OTST URN Spang | 94 770 SD Aad cxcichiicintnie teal 
attain chk a tieitie iil deadil athena ite EE Bkene chante nanan nated ant | 
a a re ae 60, 770 - 





1 1952, Boston. 








SE ——————————— 
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Organized baseball, American ram dividends ney 1952-56 




















Year Balti- | Boston | Chicago | cpevetana| Detroit Kansas | New York | Washing- 
more! | | City ? ton 
| | } i a 
WMD. 3. ol--s bap bees wed 4 aoe ee E eaateael | a Ee ES $58, 200 
MOOR... 0 hs)-- 5 =n eee | $74, 500 $3, 000 Or < [Re2ing......g24 38, 200 
1954 Palouse obnampeniessuseg- — 15, 000 7 ae ee ee 18, 925 
BID ap onc dpelondepeoth Bela 5sc5Gh-—+ tant al » ae 12, 780 (3) eT n he eo bainaeee 18, 925 
mnie | 3 ssepeci dein} i 7, GO lesin ass... OFF [on s..cnajelretbeeicacocsibent 


1 1952 and 1953, St. Louis. 
2 1952, 1953, and 1954, Philadelphia. 
3 Not furnished. 


Organized baseball, National League, net income (loss), 1952-56 


| | | 











Year [= Brooklyn | Chicago | Cincin- | Milwau- New Philadel- | Pitts- | St. Louis 
wehbe: nati | kee! York |  phia burgh | 
| i 
| = - " _ = - — | . ' 
1952 ‘ $446,102 | $154, 793 | ($68, 368)| ($459,099); ($222, 344) | ($118, 029) | ($677, 263)| (°89, 152) 
1953. - - - 290, 006 (418, 363) 15, 518 637, 798 (63, 307) | (10, 688)| (421, 422)| (702, 193) 
i 209,979 |  (72,014)| 24,198 | 457,110 | 395,725 (256, 306) | (198, 920) | (589, 382) 
1955. ......--| 427, 195 | 68, 684 53,145 | 807,395 | 151,113 | (270,671); (601, 846)) (43, 142) 
1956 - 487, 462 | 
| 


(159, 712) 301,216 | 414, 398 81, 415 (78, 063) (47, 852) | 329, 495 


--| 
antente 
1 1952, Boston. 


Organized baseball, American League, net income (loss), 1952-56 





Balti- Boston | Chicago |Cleveland Detroit | Kansas | | New York! Washing- 
Year more ! City ? ton 
| j | | | 

1952. ($329, 637)| ($342,014)| $65,052 | $204,088 | ($26,265)) ($51, 437)| $223, 943 $58, 471 
1953. - (706, 998); (421,276); 204,720 | 157, 288 | 43, 639 (102, 461)| 622, 185 26, 607 
1954 4 643, 407 3, 086 202,897 | 583, 283 86, 465 (217,936); 174,876 48, 890 
1955. - - pa (86,715); 242,901 201, 631 | 80,756 | 257,191 28, 214 | 121, 852 | 4, 222 
1956. - . i 69, 307 122, 032 141, 089 (167, 110) | 81, 591 1, 657 | 301, 483 | 23, 218 


1 1952 and 1953, St. Louis. 
2 1952, 1953, and 1954, Philadelphia. 
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To all major league club 





ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


BASEBALL, OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, 
New York, N. Y., November 28, 1956. 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN No. 22 


8 and all others concerned 


GENTLEMEN : The following are the reserve lists of the National and American 
League clubs, filed November 20, 1956, for the year 1957. 

(*) Indicated reinstated NDS list player. 

(b) Indicated bonus player. 


Very truly yours, 


Amoros, Edmundo I. 
Bessent, Fred Donald 
Campanella, Roy 
Cimoli, Gino N. 
Craig; Roger L. 
Darnell, Robert J. 
Demeter, Donald L. 
Drysdale, Donald §. 
Elston, Donald R. 
Erskine, Carl D. 
Fernandez (Perez), 
Humberto 
Furillo, Carl A. 
Gentile, James E. 


Voluntary retired list 


Baker, Eugene Walter 
Banks, Ernest 

Bolger, James Cyril 
Briggs, John T. 
Brosnan, James Patrick 
Chiti, Harry, Jr. 
Davis, James Bennett 
bDrabowsky, Myron W. 
Drake, Solomon L. 
Fanning, William J. 
Fodge, Eugene Arlen 
Fondy, Dee Virgil, Jr. 


Voluntary retired list: 


CHARLES SeGar, Secretary-Treasurer. 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 
BROOKLYN 


Gilliam, James 
Gray, Richard B. 
Hamric, Odbert H. 
Hodges, Gilbert R. 
Jackson, Ransom J. 
Kipp, Fred L. 
Koranda, James B. 
bKoufax, Sanford 
Labine, Clement W. 
Lehman, Kenneth K. 
*Lillis, Robert P. 
Maglie, Salvatore A. 
Napoli, Michael, Jr. 
Neal, Charles L. 


Newcombe, Donald 
Olson, Herbert A. 
Pignatano, Joseph B. 
*Podres, John J. 
Reese, Harold H. 
Robinson, Jack R. 
Roebuck, Edward . 
Snider, Edwin D. 
Spears, Jasper L., Jr. 
Spooner, Karl B. 
Templeton, Charles S. 
Walker, Albert B., Jr. 
Wilson, Robert 
Zimmer, Donald W. 


— 


: Mitchell, Loren Dale; Roe, Elwin C. 


CHICAGO 


Freese, George Walter 
Hannah, Joseph FE. 
Hillman, Darius D. 
Jablonski, Raymond L. 
Jones, Samuel 

bKaiser, Clyde Donald 
bKindall, Gerald Donald 
King, James Hubert 
Landrith, Hobert Neal 
Lown, Omar J. 

McKee, Robert C. 
Miksis, Edward Thomas 


Garagiola, Joseph Henry. 


NDS list: Eaddy, Donald Johnson. 


Acker, Thomas A, 
Alvarez, U'tus 

Bailey, L. Edgar 
Balcena, Robert R. 
Bell, David (Gus) 
Black, Joseph 
*Brechin, John L. 
Bridges, Everett L. 
Burgess, Forrest H. 
Crowe, George D. 
Davis, Gerald Lee 
Dotterer, Henry John 
Durnbaugh, Robert E. 
Edwards, Charles Bruce 


Disqualified list: Wil 


CINCINNATI 


Flood, Curtis Charles 
Fowler, Arthur 
Freeman, Hershell B. 
Grammas, Alex P. 
Gross, Donald J. 
Hacker, Warren L. 
bHenrich, Robert Edward 
Hoak, Donald A. 
Jeffcoat, Harold B. 
Klippstein, John C. 
Kluszewski, Theodore 
Lawrence, Brooks LU. 
MeMillan, Roy D. 
Meyer, Russell C. 


lis, James. 


Moryn, Walter Joseph 
Rush, Robert Ransom 
Singleton, Bert Elmer 
Speake, Robert Charles 
Stenhouse, David R. 
Tappe, Theodore N. 
(disabled list) 
Thorpe, Robert J. 
Tremel, Wm. Leonard 
Valentinetti, Vito J. 
Wade, Galeard Lee 
Winceniak, Edward J. 


Nuxhall, Joseph H. 
*Oldham, John 

Palys, Stanley F. 
bPavletich, Donald 8. 
Post, Walter C. 

Rabe, Charles 
Robinson, Frank 
Scantlebury, Patricio A. 
Schult, Arthur W. 
Temple, John E. 
Thurman, Robert B. 
Whisenant, Thomas Peter 
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Aaron, Henry L. 
Adcock, Joseph W. 
Bruton, William H. 
Buhl, Robert R. 
Burdette, 8S. Lewis 
Charles, Edwin D. 
Conley, D. Eugene 
Covington, John W. 
Crandall, Delmar W. 
Crone, Raymond H. 
Dittmer, John D. 
Grabowski, Richard J. 
Hersh, Earl W. 

Jay, Joseph R. 
Johnson, Ernest T. 


MILWAUKEE 


Jolly, David 

Joyner, Everette, Jr. 
Koppe, Joseph 
Logan, John 
Malkmus, Robert E. 
Mantilla, Felix L. 
Mathews, Edwin L. 
McMahon, Donald J. 
*Morgan, Joseph M. 
Murff, John Robert 
O’Connell, Daniel F. 
Pafko, Andrew 
Pendleton, James E. 
*Phillips, Wm. Taylor 
Rice, Delbert 


NDS list: Giggie, Robert T.;: Roach, Melvin Earl. 


Antonelli, John A. 
Barclay, Curtis C. 
Bressoud, Edward F. 
Burnside, Peter W. 


Castleman, Foster E., Jr. 


Constable, Jimmy L. 
Fitzgerald, John F. 
Gomez, Ruben 
Grissom, Marvin 
Harris, Boyd G., Jr. 
Jones, Gordon B. 
Kirkland, Willie C. 
Lennon, Robert A. 
Littlefield, Richard B. 


NEW YORK 


Maibauer, Richard G. 


Margoneri, Joseph E., Jr. 


Mays, Willie H., Jr. 
McCall, John W. 
bMcCormick, Michael F. 
Monzant, Ramon 
Mueller, Donald F. 
Quinn, Robert W. 
Rhodes, James L. 
Ridzik, Stephen G. 
Roberts, Neil 
Rodriguez, Fernando B. 
Sarni, William F. 
Sauer, Henry J. 


NDS list: Brandt, John G., Jr.; Giel, Paul R. 


Anderson, John Charles 
*Anderson, Harry Wal- 
ter 
Ashburn, Richie 
Baumholtz, Frank C. 
Blaylock, Marvin E. 
Bolinda, Henry A. 
Bouchee, Edward F. 
Bowman, Robert L. 
bBurk, Mack Edwin 
Conley, Robert B. 
Davis, James Kyle 
Farrell, Richard J. 
Gorbous, Glen E. 
Greengrass, James R. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Haddix, Harvey 
Hamner, Granville W. 
Hearn, James T. 
Hemus, Solly J. 
Hunsinger, Earl, Jr. 
Jones, Willie E. 
Kazanski, Theodore 8. 
LiPetri, M. Angelo 
Lonnett, Joseph P. 
Lopata, Stanley E. 
Meyer, John R. 
Micelotta, Robert P. 
Miller, Robert J. 
Morehead, Seth M., Jr. 


NDS list: Easton, John D. 


365 


*Riddle, Clarence D. 
Roarke, Michael T. 
Robinson, Humberto V. 
Roselli, Robert E. 
Sawatski, Carl E. 
Sleater, Louis J., Jr. 
Spahn, Warren E. 
Tanner, Charles W., Jr. 
*Taylor, Samuel Douglas 
Thomson, Robert Brown 
Torre, Frank J. 
Trowbridge, Robert 
Valentine, Harold Lewis 
Willey, Carlton F. 
*Wrinn, Charles J. 


Schmidt, Robert B. 
Schoendienst, Albert F. 
Shipley, Joseph C. 
*Spencer, Daryl D. 
Surkont, Matthew C. 
Taylor, William M. 
Thompson, Henry 
Virgil, Osvaldo J. 
Westrum, Wesley N. 
White, William D. 
Wilhelm, James H. 
Worthington, Allan F. 
Wright, Roy E. 


Morgan, Robert M. 
Negray, Ronald Alvin 
Owens, James P. 
Qualters, Thomas 
Repulski, Eldon J. 
Roberts, Robin E. 
Rogovin, Saul 
*Sanford, John 8S. 
Semproch, Roman 
Simmons, Curtis T. 
Smalley, Roy F. 
Snyder, Gene W. 
Valo, Elmer W. 
VanDusen, Frederick W. 








' 
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Arroyo, Luis Enrique 
Barone, Richard Anthony 
Brown, John Mungo 
Churn, Clarence N., Jr. 
Clemente, Roberto 
(Walker) 
Cole, Richard Roy 
Face, Elroy Leon 
Foiles, Henry Lee, Jr. 
Freese, Gene Lewis 
Friend, Robert B. 
Garber, Robert M. 
Groat, Richard M. 
Hall, Richard W. 
Jacobs, Forrest V. 


PITTSBURGH 


King, Nelson Joseph 

Kline, Ronald Lee 

Kravitz, Daniel 

Law, Vernon Sanders 

Long, Richard Dale 

Mazeroski, William 
Stanley 

Mejias, Roman Gomez 


Naranjo, Gonzalo Ramon 
O’Brien, Edward Joseph 


O’Brien, John Thomas 
Pepper, Hugh Mc.L., III 
Powers, John Calvin 


Purkey, Robert Thomas 


Rand, Richard Hilton 


Disqualified list: Janowicz, Victor Felix. 
NDS list: Allie, Gair R.; Griggs, Alvin E. 


Alston, Thomas E. 
Barnes, Frank 
Blasingame, Donald L. 
Blaylock, Gary N. 
Blaylock, Robert Edward 
Boyer, Kenton L. 
Browne, Prentice A. 
Cheney, Thomas E. 
Clark, Phillip J. 
Collum, Jack D. 
Cunningham, Joseph R. 
Dark, Alvin R. 
DelGreco, Robert G. 
Dickson, Murry M. 


ST. LOUIS 


Ennis, Delmer 
Green, Gene L, 
Harmon, Charles B. 
Jarkson, Lawrence C. 
Kasko, Edward M. 
Katt, Raymond F. 
Kutyna, Marion J. 
Liddle, Donald FE. 
Lockman, Carroll W. 
Lovenguth, Lynn R. 
bMcDaniel, Lyndall B. 
Mabe, Robert L. 
*Mizell, Wilmer 
Moon, Wallace W. 


Sawyer, Roger Eldridge 
Shepard, Jack Leroy 
Skinner, Robert Ralph 
*Smith, Paul Leslie 
Stuart, Richard Lee 
bSwanson, Arthur 
Leonard, Jr. 
Thomas, Frank Joseph 
Trimble, Joseph G., Jr. 
Virdon, William Charles 
Walls, Ray Lee, Jr. 
Waters, Fred Warren 
Witt, George A. 


Musial, Stanley F. 
Nelson, Glenn R. 

Peete, Charles, Jr. 
Plaza, Ronald C. 
Poholsky, Thomas G. 
Schmidt, Willard R. 
Schofield, John Richard 
Smith, Bobby Gene 
Smith, Harold R. 
Smith, Milton 
Wehmeier, Herman R. 
Wieand, Franklin D. R. 


TRANSFERRED TO GENERAL LIST 


St. Louis, November 28, 1956: Yuhas, John Edward (voluntary retirement). 


Beamon, Charles A. 
Besana, Frederick C. 
Boyd, Robert R. 
Brown, Hector Harold 
Caffery, Robert E. 
bCausey, J. Wayne 
Ceccarelli, Arthur B. 


Consuegra, Sandalio 


Dagres, Angelo G. 
*Durham, Joseph Van 
Ferrarese, Donald H. 
Fornieles, Miguel 
Francona, John P. 
Gardner, William F. 


Voluntary retired list: 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE 


Ginsberg, Myron 
Hale, Robert H. 
Harrison, Robert L. 
Johnson, Clifford 
Kell, George C. 
Lajoie, William R. 
Locke, Charles E. 
Loes, William (Billy) 
Miranda, Guillermo 
Moeller, Ronald R. 
Moore, Raymond L. 
bNelson, Robert S. 
Nieman, Robert C. 

*b O'Dell, William O. 


Cox, William R. 


Palica, Ervin M. 
Pilarcik, Alfred J. 
Powis, Carl E. 
bPyburn, James EB. 
Robinson, Brooks C. 
Santaniello, Richard C. 
Sundin, Gordon V. 
Triandos, Augustus 
Werley, George W. 
Wight, William R. 
Williams, Richard H. 
Zuverink, George 





ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


Adubato, Robert W. 
*Aspromonte, Kenneth J. 
Baumann, Frank 
Bolling, Milton J. 
Brewer, Thomas A. 
Casale, Jerry 
Consolo, William 
Daley, Peter H. 
Delock, Ivan M. 
Gernert, Richard E. 
Goodman, William D. 
Hurd, Thomas G. 
Jensen, Jack E. 


BOSTON 


Kemmerer, Russell P. 
Keough, Richard M. 
Kiely, Leo P. 

Klaus, William J. 
Lepcio, Thaddeus 
Malzone, Frank J. 
Mauch, Eugene W. 
Minarcin, Rudy A. 
Nixon, Willard L. 
Parnell, Melvin 
Piersall, James A. 
Porterfield, Ervin C. 
Schroll, Albert B. 


Voluntary retired list: Damman, Lewis. 
NDS list: Buddin, Donald; Pagliaroni, James. 


Aparicio, Luis 
Battey, Earl 
Brown, Thomas M. 
Dahlke, Jerome 
Delsing, James H. 
bDerrington, James 
Doby, Lawrence E. 
Donovan, Richard Ed¢- 
ward 
Dropo, Walter 
Dufour, William 
Esposito, Samuel 
Fischer, William 
Flanigan, Thomas 


CHICAGO 


Fox, J. Nelson 
Harshman, Jack E. 
Hatfield, Fred J. 
Heman, Russell 
Howell, Millard F. 
Jackson, Ronald H. 
Keegan, Robert 
Kinder, Ellis R. 
*Landis, James H. 
LaPalme, Paul E. 
Lollar, J. Sherman 
Marlowe, Richard B. 
Marshall, Rufe James 
McDonald, James L. 


Voluntary retired list: Golich, John. 
NDS list : Cash, Norman ; Powell, Robert. 


Aguirre, Henry J. 
Altobelli, Joseph 
Averill, Earl D. 
Avila, Roberto G. 
Busby, James F. 
Caffie, Joseph C. 
Carrasquel, Alfonso 
Colavito, Roeco D. 
Daley, Buddy L. 
Feller, Robert W. 
Garcia, Edward M. 
Gasque, Edwin J. 
Gray, John L. 
Harrell, William 


CLEVELAND 


Hegan, James E. 
Houtteman, Arthur J. 
bKuhn, Kenneth H. 
Lemon, Robert G. 
Locklin, Stuart C. 
MeLish, Calvin C. 
Mele, Sabath A. 
Melsa, Richard P. 
Mossi, Donald L. 
Naragon, Harold R. 
Narleski, Raymond E. 
Nichols, Dolan L, 
Pitula, Stanley, Jr. 
Pope, David 


367 


*Sisler, David M. 
Stephens, Eugene 
Sullivan, Franklin L. 
Sullivan, Haywood C. 
Susce, George D. 
Thiel, Maynard B. 
Throneberry, Maynard F. 
Umphlett, Thomas M. 
Vernon, James B. 
White, Samuel C. 
Williams, Theodore S. 
Windhorn, Gordon R. 
Zauchin, Norbert H. 


Minoso, Orestes 

Moss, John Lester 
Northey, Ronald J. 
Philley, David E. 
Phillips, John M. 
Pierce, Walter William 
Prohovich, Donald 
Rivera, Manuel J. 
Romano, John A. 
Rudolph, Frederick Don 
Staley, Gerald L. 
Wilson, James A. 


Regalado, Rudolph V. 
Rosen, Albert L. 
Score, Herbert J. 
Smith, AlpLonse E. 
Strickland, George B. 
Tomanek, Richard E. 
Usher, Robert R. 
Ward, Preston M. 
Wertz, Victor W. 
Woodling, Eugene R. 
Wynn, Early 
NDS list: Saltzman, Har- 
old H. 
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Aber, Albert J. 
Belardi, Wayne C. 
Bertoia, Reno P. 
*Bolling, Frank E. 
Boone, Raymond O. 
bLbrady, James J. 
Brideweser, James E. 
Bunning, James P. 
*Daniel, Charles Edward 
Donovan, Lawrence W. 
Foytack, Paul E. 
Garver, Ned F. 
Gromek, Stephen J. 
Hadley, Kent W. 


DETROIT 


Hawes, Roy Lee 
Hoeft, William F. 
Host, Eugene Earl 
House, Frank 
Kaline, Albert W. 
Kennedy, Robert D. 
Kuenn, Harvey 
Lary, Frank 8. 

Lau, Charles R. 
Lee, Donald E. 
Maas, Duane F. 
Maxwell, Charles R. 
Miller, Robert G. 
Paschal, Alfred F. 


Phillips, Jack LD. 
Porter, J. W. 

Presko, Joseph E. 
Risley, George V. 
Samford, Ronald E. 
Simmons, Malcolm EF. 
bSmall, James A. 
Torgeson, Clifford Earl 
Trucks, Virgil O. 
Tuttle, William R. 
Veal, Orville Inman 
*Walters, Kenneth R. 
Wilson, Robert J. 

W oodeshick, Harold J. 


NDS list: Jingling, Robert ; Sharkey, Thomas J.; Yewcic, Thomas. 


Baxes, Michael 
bBoyer, Cletis L. 
Brunet, George 8. 
Burnette, Wallace H. 
Cerv, Robert H. 

Cox, Glenn M. 
Craddock, Walter A. 
Crimian, John M. 
DeMaestri, Joseph P. 
Ditmar, Arthur J. 
Duren, Rinold G., Jr. 
Duser, Carl R. 
Finigan, James L. 
Flowers, Bennett, Jr. 
George, Alex T. 


KANSAS CITY 


Gorman, Thomas A. 
Groth, John T. 
Harrington, William 
(Billy) 
Herriage, William T. 
Johnson, Kenneth T. 
Kellner, Alex R. 
Kretlow, Louis A. 
Lopez, Hector 
McMahan, Jack W. 
Melton, David O. 
*Monahan, Edward F. 
*Newkirk, David G. 
Pisoni, James R. 
Pless, Rance 


NDS list: Raether, Harold. 


Bauer, Henry A. 
Berra, Lawrence P. 
Blanchard, John E. 
Byrne, Thomas J. 
Carey, Andrew A. 
bCarroll, Thomas E. 
Cicotte, Alva W. 
Coates, James A. 
Coleman, Gerald F. 
Coleman, Walter G. 
Collins, Joseph E. 
DePalo, James W. 
Ford, Edward C. 
*Freeman, Mark P. 


NEW YORK 


Grim, Robert A. 

Held, Woddson G. 
Howard, Elston G. 
Hunter, Gordon William 
Johnson, Darrell D. 
Kucks, John C. 
Larsen, Donald J. 
Lumpe, Jerry D. 
Mantle, Mickey C. 
Martin, Alfred M. 
Martyn, Robert G. 
McDermott, Maurice J. 
McDougald, Gilbert 
Morgan, Thomas 


Voluntary retired list: Reynolds, Allie P. 


Portocarrero, Arnold M. 
Power, Victor P. 
Roberts, Curtis Benja- 
min 
Robinson, William EF. 
Schmidt, Leroy 
Shantz, Robert C. 
Shantz, Wilmer F. 
Simpson, Harry L. 
Skizas, Louis P. 
Smith, Harold W. 
Spicer, Robert 
Thompson, Charles L. 
Zernial, Gus B. 


Noren, Irving A. 
O'Reilly, James M. 
Richardson, Robert C. 
*Sanders, Richard L. 
*Siebern, Norman 
Silvera, Charles A. 
Skowron, William J. 
Slaughter, Enos B. 
Sturdivant, Thomas V. 
Terry, Ralph W. 
Throneberry, Marvin F. 
Turley, Robert L. 
Urban, Jack E. 

Zipfel, Marion 8. 
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WASHINGTON 


Abernathy, Ted W. Groves, Ralph II. Ramos, Pedro 

Becquer, Julio Hernandez (Lopez), Roig, AntonA. 
Berberet, Louis J. Evelio Runnels, James E. 
Brodowski, Richard S. Herzog, Dorrel N. Sievers, Roy E. 

Byerly, Eldred W. Hyde, Richard E. Snyder, Jerry G. 
Chakales, Robert E. Killebrew, Harmon G. Stewart, Veston G. 
Chinique (Ortega), Oscar Lemon, James R. Stobbs, Charles K. 
Chrisley, Barbra O. Luttrell, Lyle K. Stone, Darrah Dean 
Clevenger, Truman E. Nodarse (Fraga), Rene Tettelbach, Richard M. 
Courtney, Clinton D. Olson, Karl A. Valdivielso (Lopez), Jose 
FitzGerald, Edward R. Oravetz, Ernest E. Wiesler, Robert G. 
Gonzalez, Waldo Pascual, Camilo Yost, Edward F. 
Gordey, Alexander Paula, Carlos 

Griggs, Harold L. Plews, Herbert 


NDS list : Korcheck, Stephen J. ; Schoonmaker, Jerald L. 


TRANSFERRED TO GENERAL LIST 


Baltimore, November 28, 1956: Saucier, Francis F. (voluntarily retired). 

Detroit, November 28, 1956: Scarborough, Ray W., and Weik, Richard H. (vol- 
untarily retired). 

New York, November 28, 1956: Brown, Robert (voluntarily retired). 


96797 O—57—pt. 1——-25 
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1952 


Mixrrsey ed 4] 
Owned by Controlled 


major league | by working | Independent Total 








clubs agreement 

Gr keh he'< Oile can d~¢ aauwl nce gns os demenieeee at» < #45 § BI 6 8 
MEAT. cick 4. 611. Gés). agi ae 12 | 2 | 2 16 
WA SL. on dbs <n§ 44.) -eeeghea eed 8 | 6 | 2 16 
a ee Tate Ee 12 | sl 9 32 
Beis te er oii Te as 15 | 22 25 62 
Gj. mbes e011). dso to len | 6 | 31 45 82 
Wes ee UT vo, «Bae... 0 sco tok | 12 44 54 110 

WUE oc Swick wae two donstone 67 116 143 326 
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AMERICAN LEAGUE OWNED MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS, 1952 


Boston: Louisville (AAA), San Jose (C). 

Chicago: Memphis (AA), Waterloo (B). 

Cleveland: Indianapolis (AAA), Reading (A). 

Detroit: Buffalo (AAA), Reading (A), Jamestown (D), Wausau (D). 

New York: Kansas City (AAA), Binghamton (A), Norfolk (B). 

Philadelphia: Ottawa (AAA), Savannah (A), Lincoln (A), Fayetteville (B), 
Cordele (D), Corning (D). 

St. Louis: San Antonio (AA). 

Washington: Chattanooga (AA), Danville (B), Havana (B), Charlotte (B), 
Roanoke Rapids (D), Orlando (D). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE OWNED MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS, 1952 


Boston: Milwaukee (AAA), Hartford (A), Evansville (B), Bau Claire (C). 

Brooklyn: St. Paul (AAA), Montreal (AAA), Fort Worth (AA), Mobile 
(AA), Elmira (A), Newport News (B), Santa Barbara (C), Greenwood (C), 
Valdosta (D), Ponea City (D). 

Chicago: Los Angeles (open), Springfield, Mass. (AAA), Des Moines (A). 

Cincinnati: Tulsa (AA), Columbia (A), Ogden (C). 

New York: Minneapolis (AAA), Sunbury (B). 

Philadelphia : Wilmington, Del. (B), Terre Haute (B), Bradford (D). 

Pittsburgh: Hollywood (open), New Orleans (AA), Charleston (A), Waco 
(B), Brunswick (D). 

St. Louis: Columbus, Ohio (AAA), Rochester (AAA), Houston (AA), Colum- 
bus, Ga. (A), Omaha (A), Winston-Salem (B), Allentown (B), Lynchburg (B), 
Fresno (C), Albany, Ga. (D), Hamilton (D). 


AMERICAN LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WORKING AGREEMENTS, 1952 


Boston: Birmingham (AA), Albany, N. Y. (A), Roanoke (B), Thomasville, 
N.C. (D). 


Chicago: Colorado Springs (A), Superior (C), Wisconsin Rapids (D), Madi- 
sonville (D), Gastonia (B). 

Cleveland: Dallas (AA), Wichita (A), Lakeland (B), Cedar Rapids (B), 
Spartanburg (B), Fargo (C), Fort Smith (C), Bakersfield (C), Daytona Beach 
(D), Green Bay (D). 

Detroit: Little Rock (AA), Davenport (B), Durham (B), Kinston (D). 

New York: Beaumont (AA), Quincy (B), West Palm Beach (B), Boise (C), 
Joplin (C), Olean (D), McAlester (D), Fond du Lac (D). 

Philadelphia: Harrisburg (B), St. Hyacinthe (C), Lexington (D). 

St. Louis: Toronto (AAA), Seranton (A), York (B), Anderson (B), Stock- 
ton (C), Pine Bluff (C), Aberdeen (C), Pocatello (C), Independence (C), Wells- 
ville (D), Ada (D). 

Washington: Drummondville (C), Fulton (D). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WORKING AGREEMENTS, 1952 
Boston: Atlanta (AA), Miami Beach (B), Waycross (D), Wichita Falls (B), 


Hagerstown (B), Ventura (C), Quebec (C), Harlan (D), Danville, Ill. (D), 
Appleton (D), Thibodaux (C). 
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Brooklyn: Pueblo (A), Lancaster (B), Miami (B), Great Falls (C), Hazard 
(D), Hornell (D), Sheboygan (D), Thomasville, Ga. (D). 

Chicago: Macon (A), Greensboro (B), Sioux Falls (C), Topeka (C), Visalia 
(C), Blackwell (D), Hickory (D), Janesville (D). 


Cincinnati: Burlington, Iowa 


(D), Mattoon (D). 


(B), Salisbury, Md. (B), Dublin (D), Lawton 


New York: Nashville (AA), Jacksonville (A), Sioux City (A), Knoxville (B), 
Duluth (C), Muskogee (C), St. Cloud (C), Big Stone Gap (D), Kingsport (D), 
Moultrie (D), Oshkosh (D), Pauls Valley (D), Statesboro (ID). 

Philadelphia: Baltimore (AAA), Kennewick (A), Schenectady (A), Grand 


Forks (C), Granby 


(C), Salt Lake City 


Pulaski (D), Miami, Okla. (D). 
Pittsburgh: Denver (A), Burlington, N. C. (B), Modesto (C), Billings (C), 
(C), Bristol (D), Bartlesville (D), Batavia (D), 


St. Jean (C), Hutchinson 


Mayfield (D). 


(C), Salina (C), Morristown (D), 


St. Louis: Goldsboro (D), Hazlehurst (D), Johnson City (D), Paducah (D). 


MINor LEAGUE CLUBS COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF ANY MaJOr LEAGUE 


Oakland, Calif. 
Portland, Oreg. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 


Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Kennewick, Wash. 
Lewiston, Idaho 
Montgomery, Ala. 
Salem, Oreg. 
Spokane, Wash. 


Austin, Tex. 
Brownsville, Tex. 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
Galveston, Tex. 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Greenville, S. C. 
Harlingen, Tex. 
Keokuk, Iowa 


CONTROL, 1952 
OPEN CLASSIFICATION 


Sacramento, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif. 


CLASS AAA 


Toledo, Ohio. 


CLASS AA 


Shreveport, La. 


CLASS A 


Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia, Canada. 

Victoria, British Colum- 
bia, Canada. 

Wenatchee, Wash. 


CLASS B 


Lake Charles, La. 
Laredo, Tex. 
Longview, Tex. 
Paris, Tex. 

Port Arthur, Tex. 
Portsmouth, Va. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Reidsville, N. C. 
Richmond, Va. 


San Francisco, Calif. 
Seattle, Wash. 


Yakima, Wash. 


Rock Hill, S. C. 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Temple, Tex. 
Texarkana, Tex. 
Texas City, Tex. 
Tyler, Tex. 
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Abbeville, La. 
Abilene, Tex. 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Alexandria, La. 
Amarillo, Tex. 
Artesia, N. Mex. 
Baton Rouge, La. 
Big Spring, Tex. 
Bisbee-Douglas, Ariz. 
Borger, Tex. 
Chihuahua, Chih., Mexico 
Clovis, N. Mex. 
Crowley, La. 

Duluth, Minn. 

El Centro, Calif. 

El Dorado, Ark. 

El Paso, Tex. 


Bluefield, W. Va. 
Centralia, Ill. 
Chickasha, Okla. 
Cocoa, Fla. 
Decatur, Il. 
DeLand, Fla. 
Dothan, Ala. 
Douglas, Ga. 
Eastman, Ga. 
Edenton, N. C. 
Elkin, N. C. 
Enterprise, Ala. 
Eufaula, Ala. 
Fitzgerald, Ga. 
Forest City, N. C. 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Hannibal, Mo. 
Headland, Ala. 


CLASS C 


Greenville, Miss. 

Hot Springs, Ark. 

Houma, La. 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Juarez, Chih., Mexico 

Lafayette, La. 

Lamesa, Tex. 

Las Vegas, Nev. 

Lubbock, Tex. 

Meridian, Miss. 

Mexicali, Baja California, 
Mexico 

Midland, Tex. 

Monroe, La. 

Natchez, Miss. 

New Iberia, La. 

Odessa, Tex. 


CLASS D 


Hopkinsville, Ky. 
Iola, Kans. 
Jackson, Tenn. 
Jacksonville Beach, Fla. 
Jesup, Ga. 
Leesburg, Fla. 
Lincolnton, N. C. 
Marion, N. C. 
Middlesboro, Ky. 
Mooresville, N. C. 
Morganton, N. C. 
Morristown, Tenn. 
Mount Vernon, Ill. 
New Bern, N. C. 
Norton, Va. 
Owensboro, Ky. 
Ozark, Ala. 
Palatka, Fla. 
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Pampa, Tex. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 

Porterville-Riverside, 
Calif. 

Roswell, N. Mex. 

San Angelo, Tex. 

Sweetwater, Tex. 

Three Rivers, 
Canada 

Tijuana, Baja California, 
Mexico 

Tucson, Ariz. 

Twin Falls, Idaho 

Vernon, Tex. 

Yuma, Ariz. 


Quebec, 


Panama City, Fla. 
Paris, Ill. 

Rocky Mount, N. C. 
St. Augustine, Fla. 
Salisbury, N. C. 
Shawnee, Okla. 
Shelby, N. C. 
Sherman, Tex. 
Statesboro, Ga. 
Tarboro, N. C. 
Thomasville, Ga. 
Tifton, Ga. 

Union City, Tenn. 
Vidalia, Ga. 
Vincennes, Ind. 
Welch, W. Va. 
Wilson, N. C. 
Sanford, Fla. 











1953 
- l 
Owned by Controlled 
| major league | by working Independent Total 
clubs | agreement 
iia 3: a he ee — ii es 
Open oT. sa 6 | . 
AAA 12 | 2 | 2 | 16 
AA. 7} 5 | 4 | 16 
Bi cia | 9 | 15 10 34 
B 10 | 19 23 52 
C 6 | 28 42 76 
D_. 7 | 43 | 41 96 
thine eke . a 
Total 53 117 128 298 
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AMERICAN LEAGUE OWNED Minor LeaGue Crurs, 1953 


Boston: Louisville (AAA), San Jose (C). 

Chicago: Memphis (AA), Waterloo (B). 

Cleveland : Indianapolis (AAA), Reading (A). Sherbrooke (C). 
Detroit: Buffalo (AAA), Jamestown (D), Wausau (D). 

New York: Kansas City (AAA), Binghamton (A), Norfolk (B). 
Philadelphia: Ottawa (AAA), Savannah (A), Williamsport (A). 


St. Louis: San Antonio (AA). 
Washington: Chattanooga (AA), Havana (B), Charlotte (B), Orlando (D). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE OWNED Minor LEAGUE CLUBs, 1953 


Brooklyn: St. Paul (AAA). Montreal (AAA), Fort Worth (AA), Elmira (A), 
Newport News (B), Santa Barbara (C), Thomasville, Ga. (D). 

Chicago: Los Angeles (open), Des Moines (A), Springfield, Mass. (AAA). 

Cincinnati: Tulsa (AA), Columbia (A), Ogden (C). 

Milwaukee: Toledo (AAA), Evansville (B), Eau Claire (C). 

New York: Minneapolis (AAA), Danville, Va. (B). 

Philadelphia: Terre Haute (B). 

Pittsburgh: Hollywood (open), New Orleans (AA), Waco (B), Brunswick 
(D). 
St. Louis: Columbus, Ohio (AAA), Rochester (AAA), Houston (AA), Colum- 
bus, Ga. (A), Omaha (A), Winston-Salem (B), Fresno (C), Albany, Ga. (D), 


Hamilton, Ontario (D). 
AMERICAN LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WoRKING AGREEMENTS, 1953 


Boston: Albany, N. Y. (A), Greensboro (B), Roanoke (B), Salisbury, N. C. 
(D). 

Chicago: Charleston (AAA), Colorado Snrings (A), Topeka (C), Madison- 
ville (D), Danville, Ill. (D), Wisconsin Rapids (D). 

Cleveland: Peoria (B), Spartanburg (B), Fargo (C), Daytona Beach (D), 
Green Bay (DD), Corning (D). 

Detroit: Little Rock (AA), Montgomery (A), Durham (B), Bakersfield (C), 
Greenville, Miss. (C). 

New York: Birmingham (AA), Edmonton (A), Natchez (C), Quiney (B), 
Boise (C), Joplin (C), Three Rivers (C), Owensboro (D), Olean (D), Me- 
Alester (ID). 

Philadelphia: Fayetteville (B), St. Hyacinthe (C), Cordele (D), Welch (D), 
Hopkinsville (D). 

St. Louis: Wichita (A), York (B), Anderson (B), Pine Bluff (C), Aberdeen 
(C), Pocatello (C), Thetford Mines (C), Ada (D), Valdosta (D), Wytheville 
(D), Lewiston (A). 

Washington: Scranton (A), Bluefield (D), Fulton (D). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WoRKING AGREEMENTS, 1953 


Brooklyn: Mobile (AA), Pueblo (A), Miami, Fla. (B), Asheville (B), Great 
Falls (C), Sheboygan (D), Union City (D), Hornell (D), Shawnee (D). 

Chicago: Macon (A), Cedar Rapids (B), Stockton (C), Sioux Falls (C), 
Hickory (D), Janesville (ID), Gainesville (D). 

Cincinnati: Burlington, Iowa (B), Fitzgerald (D), Jackson, Tenn. (D), 
Lawton (D). 

Milwaukee: Atlanta (AA), Fort Lauderdale (B), Hagerstown (B), Wichita 
Falls (B), Jacksonville (A), Thibodaux (C), Modesto (C), Quebec (C), Way- 
cross (ID), Wellsville (D), Appleton (D), Sandersville (D). 

New York: Nashville (AA). Sioux City (A). St. Cloud (C), Muskogee (C). 
Mavfield (1D), Pauls Valley (D), Oshkosh (D), Vidalia (D). 

Philadelphia: Baltimore (AAA), Spokane (A), Schenectady (A), Granby 
(C), Salt Lake City (C), Pulaski (D), Mattoon (D), Bradford (D). 

Pittsburgh: Charleston, 8S. C. (A), Denver (A), Corpus Christi (RB), Burling- 
ton, N. C. (B), Billings (C), St. Jean (C), Hutchinson (C), Bristol (D), Batavia 
(D). 

St. Louis: Lynehbureh (B), St. Joseph (C), Duluth (C), Johnson Citv (D), 
Ardmore (D), Sanford (D), Hazlehurst (D), Paducah (D), Dothan (D), Han- 
nibal (D). 








it 
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MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF ANY MAJoR LEAGUE CONTROL 


Oakland, Calif. 
Portland, Oreg. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 


Beaumont, Tex. 
Dallas, Tex. 


Augusta, Ga. 

Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Kennewick, Wash. 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


Austin, Tex. 
Brownsville, Tex. 
Galveston, Tex. 
Gastonia, N. C. 
Greenville, Tex. 
Harlingen, Tex. 
Keokuk, Iowa 
Lake Charles, La. 


Abilene, Tex. 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Alexandria, La. 
Amarillo, Tex. 
Artesia, N. Mex. 
Baton Rogue, La. 
Big Spring, Tex. 
Bisbee, Ariz. 
Borger, Tex. 
Carlsbad, N. Mex. 
Clovis, N. Mex. 
Crowley, La. 
Drummondville, Quebec, 
Canada 
El Dorado, Ark. 
El Paso, Tex. 


Andalusia, Ala. 
Big Stone Gap, Va. 
Cocoa, Fla. 
Corning, N. Y. 
Decatur, III. 
DeLand, Fla. 
Dothan, Ala. 
Douglas, Ga. 
Dublin, Ga. 
Eastman, Ga. 
Eufala, Ala. 

Fond du Lac, Wis. 
Forest City, N. C. 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 


1953 


OPEN CLASSIFICATION 


Sacramento, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif. 


CLASS AAA 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


CLASS AA 


Oklahoma City, Okla. 


CLASS A 


Salem, Oreg. 

Victoria, British Colum- 
bia, Canada 

Wenatchee, Wash. 


CLASS B 


Laredo, Tex. 
Paris, Tex. 

Port Arthur, Tex. 
Portsmouth, Va. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Reidsville, N. C. 
Richmond, Va. 
Rock Hill, 8S. C. 


CLASS C 


Fort Smith, Ark. 

Granby, Quebec, Canada 

Grand Forks, N. Dak. 

Greenville, Miss. 

Hot Springs, Ark. 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Jackson, Miss. 

Juarez, Chihuahua, Mex- 
1¢co 

Lafayette, La. 

Lamesa, Tex. 

Lubbock, Tex. 

Meridian, Miss. 

Mexicali, Baja, Califor- 
nia, Mexico 

Midland, Tex. 


CLASS D 


Graceville, Fla. 
Harlan, Ky. 

High Point, N. C. 
Jacksonville Beach, Fla. 
Jesup, Ga. 
Kingsport, Tenn. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Leesburg, Fla. 
Lexington, N. C. 
Marion, N. C. 
Maryville, Tenn. 
Middlesboro, Ky. 
Mooresville, N. O. 
Morristown, Tenn. 


Seattle, Wash. 


Shreveport, La. 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Yakima, Wash. 

Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia, Canada 


St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Tampa, Fla. 

Temple, Tex. 
Texarkana, Tex. 
Texas City, Tex. 
Tyler, Tex. 

West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Monroe, La. 
New Iberia, La. 
Odessa, Tex. 
Pampa, Tex. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Plainview, Tex. 
Roswell, N. Mex. 
San Angelo, Tex. 
Superior, Wis. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Twin Falls, Idaho 
Ventura, Calif. 
Visalia, Calif. 


Mt. Vernon, Ill. 
Norton, Va. 
Palatka, Fla. 
Panama City, Fla. 
Paris, Ill. 
Sandersville, Ga. 
Shelby, N. C. 
Sherman, Tex. 
Statesboro, Ga. 
Statesville, N. C. 
Thomasville, N. C. 
Tifton, Ga. 
Vidalia, Ga. 
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1954 
Owned by Controlled 
major league | by working | Independent otal 

clubs agreement 
Open ~ 2 6 8 
AAA 11 2 3 16 
AA s bck Sh ‘ 7 6 3 16 
A . . Sauna 10 14 10 34 
B ; : 7) 19 16 | 42 
Cc y 5 32 45 | 82 
D 6 48 16 70 
Total : 48 | 121 99 268 


AMERICAN LEAGUE OWNED MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS, 1954 


Baltimore: San Antonio (AA). 

Boston: Louisville (AAA), San Jose (C). 

Chicago: Memphis (AA), Walterloo (B). 

Cleveland: Indianapolis (AAA), Reading (A), Sherbrooke (C). 
Detroit: Buffalo (AAA), Valdosta (D), Jamestown (D). 

New York: Kansas City (AAA), Binghamton (A). 
Philadelphia: Ottawa (AAA), Savannah (A), Lancaster (B). 
Washington: Chattanooga (AA), Charlotte (A). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE OwNeEp Minor LEAGUE CLUBS, 1954 


Brooklyn: St. Paul (AAA), Montreal (AAA), Fort Worth (AA), Elmira (A), 
Newport News (B), Thomasville, Ga. (D). 

Chicago: Los Angeles (Open), Des Moines (A). 

Cincinnati: Tulsa (AA), Columbia (A), Ogden (C). 

Milwaukee: Toledo (AAA), Evansville (B), Eau Claire (C). 

New York: Minneapolis (AAA), Danville, Va. (B). 

Philadelphia: Terre Haute (B). 

Pittsburgh: Hollywood (Open), New Orleans (AA), Waco (B), Bruns- 
wick (1). 

St. Louis: Columbus, Ohio (AAA), Rochester (AAA), Houston (AA), Allen- 
town (A), Columbus, Ga. (A), Omaha (A), Fresno (C), Albany, Ga. (D), Hamil- 
ton, Ontario (D). 


AMERICAN LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WORKING AGREEMENTS, 1954 


Baltimore: Wichita (A), Lewiston (A), York (B), Anderson (B), Pine 
Bluff (C), Aberdeen (C), Pocatello (C), Thetford Mines (C), Wytheville (D), 
Americus-Cordele (ID), Ada (ID), Marion (D). 

Boston: Albany, N. Y. (A), Greensboro (B), Bluefield (D), Corning (D). 

Chicago: Charleston, W. Va. (AAA), Colorado Springs (A), Topeka (C), 
Madisonville (1)), Dubuque (D). 

Cleveland: Keokuk (B), Spartanburg (B), Tucson (C), Fargo (C), Jack- 
sonville Beach (LD), Tifton (IT). 

Detroit: Little Dock (AA), Wilkes-Barre (A), Durham (B), Greenville, 
Miss. (C), Idaho Falls (C). 

New York: Birmingham (AA), Quincy (B), Norfolk (B), Modesto (C), St. 
Joseph (C), Bristol (D), Owensboro (1)), McAlester (1D). 

Philadelphia: Drummondville (C), Welch (D), Hopkinsville (D). 

Washington: Hagerstown (B), Rock Hill (B), Orlando (DID), Fulton (D), 
Erie (D). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WORKING AGREEMENTS, 1954 


Brooklyn: Mobile (AA), Pueblo (A), Asheville (B), Bakersfield (C), Great 
Falls (C), Union City (D), Hornell (ID), Shawnee (1D). 

Chicago: Beaumont (AA), Macon (A), Cedar Rapids (B), Stockton (C), 
Twin Falls (C), Gainesville, Tex. (ID), Hickory (D), Blackwell (D). 

Cincinnati: High Point-Thomasville (B), Colonial Heights-Petersburg (B), 
Morristown-Maryville (C), Duluth (C), Fort Walton Beach (D), Fitzgerald 
(1D), Douglas, Ga. (T)). 
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Milwaukee: Atlanta (AA), Miami Beach (B), Jacksonville (A), Lincoln (A), 
Corpus Christi (B), New Iberia (C), Quebec (C), Waycross (D), Statesboro 
(D), Wellsville (D), Lawton (D). 

New York: Nashville (AA), Sioux City (A), St. Cloud (C), Muskogee (C), 
Mayfield (D), Danville, Ill. (D), Olean (D), Shelby (D). 

Philadelphia: Syracuse (AAA), Schenectady (A), Spokane (A), Salt Lake 
City (C), Three Rivers (C), Pulaski (D), Mattoon (D), Bradford (D). 

Pittsburgh: Williamsport (A), Lincoln (A), Burlington, N. C. (B), Lubbock 
(C), Billings (C), St. Jean (C), Hutchinson (C), Dublin (D), Clinton (D), 


Phoenix (C), Salinas (D). 


St. Louis: Lynchburg (B), Peoria (B), Winnipeg (C), Joplin (C), Mexicali 
(C), Dothan (D), Johnson City (D), Daytona Beach (D), Hazlehurst-Baxley 
(D), Paducah (D), Hannibal (D), Ardmore (D). 


MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF ANY MaJsor LEAGUE CONTROL, 


Oakland, Calif. 
Portland, Oreg. 


Havana, Cuba 


Dallas, Tex. 


Augusta, Ga. 

Calgary, British Colum- 
bia, Canada 

Edmonton, Alberta, Can- 
ada 


Austin, Tex. 
Bryan, Tex. 
Burlington, Iowa 
Fayetteville, N. C. 
Galveston, Tex. 
Greenville, S. C. 


Abilene, Tex. 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Alexandria, La. 
Amarillo, Tex. 
Artesia, N. Mex. 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Big Spring, Tex. 
Bisbee, Ariz. 
Blackwell, Okla. 
Boise, Idaho 

Borger, Tex. 
Cananea, Sonora, Mexico 
Carlsbad, N. Mex. 
Clovis, N. Mex. 
Crowley, La. 

El Dorado, Ark. 


1954 
OPEN CLASSIFICATION 


Sacramento, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif. 


CLASS AAA 


Richmond, Va. 


CLASS AA 


Oklahoma City, Okla. 


CLASS A 


Kennewick, Wash. 

Montgomery, Ala. 

Salem, Oreg. 

Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia, Canada 


CLASS B 


Harlingen, Tex. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Portsmouth, Va. 
Reidsville, N. C. 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


CLASS C 


El Paso, Tex. 

Grand Forks, N. Dak. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Iola, Kans. 

Juarez, Chihuahua, Mex- 
ico 

Kingsport, Tenn. 

Lafayette, La. 

Lake Charles, La. 

Lexington, Ky. 

Meridian, Miss. 

Middlesboro, Ky. 

Midland, Tex. 

Monroe, La. 

Nogales, Sonora, Mexico 

Oak Ridge, Tenn. 


San Francisco, Calif. 
Seattle, Wash. 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


Shreveport, La. 


Victoria, British Colum- 

bia, Canada 
Wenatchee, Wash. 
Yakima, Wash. 


Temple, Tex. 

Tyler, Tex. 

West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Odessa, Tex. 
Pampa, Tex. 
Plainview, Tex. 
Ponea City, Okla. 
Port Arthur, Tex. 
Roswell, N. Mex. 
San Angelo, Tex. 
Superior, Wis. 
Texas City, Tex. 
Ventura, Calif. 
Visalia, Calif. 
Salinas, Kans. 
Hot Springs, Ark. 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 
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CLASS D 
Andalusia, Ala. Graceville, Fla. Pauls Valley, Okla. 
Cocoa, Fla. Jackson, Tenn. Sandersville, Ga. 
Crestview, Fla. Lakeland, Fla. Seminole, Okla. 
Decatur, Ill. Mount Vernon, Ill. Vidalia, Ga. 
DeLand, Fla. Panama City, Fla. 
Forest City, N. C. Paris, Il. 
1955 
Owned by Controlled 
major league | by working | Independent | Total 
clubs agreement 
Open 2 6 s 
AAA 9 4 3 16 
AA 5 . 3 16 
A . ; ~ 13 I 22 
B 7 22 19 48 
c) 4 30 24 58 
D 5 46 17 68 
Total 410 123 73 236 


! Does not include 6 clubs of Mexican League 
AMERICAN LEAGUE-OWNED MINOR-LEAGUE CLUBS, 1955 


Baltimore: San Antonio (AA). 

Boston: Louisville (AAA), San Jose (C). 

Chicago: Memphis (AA), Waterloo (B). 

Cleveland: Indianapolis (AAA). 

Detroit: Buffalo (AAA), Valdosta (D), Jamestown (D). 
Kansas City: Savannah (A), Lancaster (B). 

New York: Binghamton (A). 

Washington: Chattanooga (AA), Charlotte (A). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE-OWNED MINOR-LEAGUE CLUBS, 1955 


srooklyn: Montreal (AAA), St. Paul (AAA), Fort Worth (AA), Elmira (A), 

Newport News (B), Thomasville, Ga. (D). 

Chicago: Los Angeles (open), Des Moines (A). 

Cincinnati: Columbia (A), Ogden (C). 

Milwaukee: Toledo (AAA), Evansville (B), Eau Claire (C). 

New York: Minneapolis (AAA), Danville, Va. (B). 

Philadelphia: Reidsville (B). 

Pittsburgh: Hollywood (open), Waco (B), Brunswick (D). 


AMERICAN LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WORKING AGREEMENTS, 1955 


Baltimore: Wichita (A), Fayetteville (B), York (B), Pine Bluff (C), Aber- 
deen (C), Thetford Mines (C), Cordele (D), Paris, Tex. (D). 

Boston: Montgomery (A), Greensboro (B), Bluefield (D), Corning (D). 

Chicago: Colorado Springs (A), Superior (C), Madisonville (D), Du- 
buque (D). 

Cleveland: Tulsa (AA), Reading (A), Keokuk (B), Spartanburg (B), Fargo 
(C), Sherbrooke (C), Vidalia (D), Lafayette, Ind. (D), Olean (D). 

Detroit: Little Rock (AA), Augusta (A), Durham (B), Terre Haute (B), 
Greenville, Miss. (C), Idaho Falls (C), Panama City (D). 

Kansas City: Columbus, Ohio (AAA), Hot Springs (C), Burlington, Vt. (C), 
Welch (D), Seminole (D). 

New York: Denver (AAA), Birmingham (AA), Norfolk (B), Winston-Salem 
(B), Bristol (D), Quincy (B), Modesto (C), Monroe (C), Owensboro (TD), 
McAlester (D). 

Washington: Hagerstown (B), Rock Hill (B), Orlando (D), Fulton (D), 
Erie (D). 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WORKING AGREEMENTS, 1955 


Brooklyn: Mobile (AA), 


(D), Lawton (D). 


Pueblo (A), Cedar Rapids (B), Asheville (B), 
Bakersfield (C), Great Falls (C), Union City (D), Hornell (D), Shawnee (D). 
Chicago: Macon (A), Burlington, Iowa (B), Lafayette, La. (C), Twin Falls 
(C), Paris, Tl. (D), Gainesville, Tex. (D), Vicksburg (C). 
Cincinnati: Havana (AAA), Nashville (AA), Hi-Toms (B), Sunbury (B), 
Duluth (C), Fort Walton Beach (D), Moultrie (D), Douglas, Ga. (D). 
Milwaukee: Atlanta (AA), Corpus Christi (B), Greenville, S. C. (B), Boise 
(C), New Iberia (C), Jacksonville (A), Quebec (C), Waycross (D), Wellsville 


New York: Dallas (AA), Wilkes-Barre (A), Sioux City (A), Galveston (B), 


Artesia (C), St. Cloud (C), El Dorado (C), 
Muskogee (D), Cocoa (D). 


Sandersville (D), Mayfield (D), 


Philadelphia: Syracuse (AAA), Schenectady (A), Salt Lake City (C), Three 


Rivers (C), Pulaski (D), Mattoon (D), Bradford (D). 


Pittsburgh: New Orleans (AA), Williamsport (A), Lincoln (A), Burlington, 
N. C. (B), Phoenix (C), Salinas (C), Billings (C), St. Jean (C), Dublin (D), 


Clinton (D). 


St. Louis: Peoria (B), Winnipeg (C), Mexicali (C), Lynchburg (B), Dothan 
(D), Johnson City (D), Hazlehurst (D), Paducah (D), Decatur (D), Hamilton 
(D), Ardmore (D), Sanford (D). 


Minor LEAGUE CLUrS COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF ANY MAJor LEAGUE CONTROL, 


Oakland, Calif. 
Portland, Oreg. 


Charleston, W. Va. 


seaumont, Tex. 


Albany, N. Y. 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Amarillo, Tex. 
Clovis, N. Mex. 

El Paso, Tex. 
Eugene,. Oreg. 
Harlingen, Tex. 
Kennewick, Wash. 


Abilene, Tex. 
Alexandria, La. 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Rig Spring, Tex. 
Bisbee-Douglas, Ariz. 
Cananea, Sonora, Mexico 
Carlsbad, N. Mex. 
Crowley, La. 


1955 
OPEN CLASSIFICATION 


Sacramento, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif 


CLASS AAA 


Richmond, Va. 
CLASS AA 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
CLASS A 
CLASS B 


Lewiston, Idaho 
Lubbock, Tex. 
Pampa, Tex. 
Plainview, Tex. 
Port Arthur, Tex. 
Portsmouth, Va. 
Salem, Oreg. 


CLASS C 


Globe-Miami, Ariz. 
Grand Forks, N. Dak. 
Hobbs, N. Mex. 

Lake Charles, La. 
Midland, Tex. 

Nogales, Sonora, Mexico 
Odessa, Tex. 

Voeatello, Idaho 


San Francisco, Calif. 
Seattle, Wash. 


Toronto. Ontario, Canada 


Shreveport, La. 


Spokane, Wash. 
Texas City, Tex. 
Tyler, Tex. 
Wenatchee, Wash. 
Yakima, Wash. 


Roswell, N. Mex. 
San Angelo, Tex. 
Stockton, Calif. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Ventura, Calif. 
Vicksburg, Miss. 
Visalia, Calif. 
Yuma, Ariz. 
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CLASS D 


Hannibal, Mo. 
Kingsport, Tenn. 
Kokomo, Ind. 
Lakeland, Fla. 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Salem, Va. 


Cocoa, Fla. 
Crestview, Fla. 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Donalsonville, Ga. 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Graceville, Fla. 


1956 
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SPORTS 


Sanford, Fla. 
Statesboro, Ga. 

Tifton, Ga. 

West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Wytheville, Fla. 


Owned by Controlled 


major league 


clubs 

Open 3 
AAA 7 
AA 4 
A 8 
B : 5 
Cc : si Sinead 2 
D 4 | 

Total 33 


by working | Independent Total 
agreement 
3 2 8 
7 2 16 
9 3 116 
15 | 1 24 
20 16 41 
28 | 10 | 240 
43 | 5 | 3 52 
125 39 197 





1 Does not inelude 6 clubs of Mexican League. 
2 Does not include 6 clubs of Central Mexico League. 
8’ Does not include 8 clubs of Nebraska State League 


AMERICAN LEAGUE OWNED MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS, 1956 
Baltimore: San Antonio (AA). . 

Boston: San Francisco (open). 

Chicago: Waterloo (B). 

Cleveland: Reading (A). 

Detroit: Charleston (AAA), Augusta (A), Valdosta (D). 

Kansas City: None. 

New York: Binghamton (A). 

Washington: Chattanooga (AA), Charlotte (A). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE OWNED MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS, 1956 


Brooklyn: Montreal (AAA), St. Paul (AAA), Fort Worth (AA), Macon (A), 
Thomasville, Ga. (D). 

Chicago: Los Angeles (open), Des Moines (A). 

Cincinnati: Savannah (A). 

Milwaukee: Wichita (AAA), Evansville (B), Eau Claire (C). 

New York: Minneapolis (AAA), Danville, Va. (B). 

Philadelphia : Wilson (B). 

Pittsburgh : Hollywood (open), Waco (B), Brunswick (D). 

St. Louis: Omaha (AAA), Rochester (AAA), Houston (AA), Allentown (A), 
Fresno (C), Albany, Ga. (D). 


AMERICAN LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WORKING AGREEMENTS, 1956 


Baltimore: Vancouver (open), Columbus, Ga. (A), Lubbock (B), Stockton 
(C), Aberdeen (C), Phoenix (C), Paris, Tex. (D), Thomson (D). 

Boston: Albany, N. Y. (A), Greensboro (B), Oklahoma City (AA), Corning 
(D), Lafayette, Ind. (1D). 

Chicago: Memphis (AA), 
Dubuque (D). 

Cleveland: Indianapolis (AAA), Mobile (AA), Montgomery-Knoxville (A), 
Fayetteville (B), Keokuk (B), Port Arthur (B), Fargo (C), Daytona Beach (D), 
Vidalia (D). 

Detroit: Syracuse (A), Durham (B), Terre 
Jamestown (D), Palatka (D), Panama City (D). 

Kansas City: Columbus, Ohio (AAA), Columbia (A), Abilene (B), Fitzgerald 
(D), Seminole (ID), Crowley (C), Pocatello (C). 


Colorado Springs (A), Duluth-Superior (C), 


Haute (B), Idaho Falls (C), 
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New York: Denver (AAA), Richmond (AAA), Birmingham (AA), Quincy 
(B), Monroe (C), Modesto (C), McAlester (D), St. Petersburg (D), Winston- 
Salem (B), Bradford (D). 

Washington: Louisville (AAA), Hobbs (B), Brie (D), Fort Walton Beach (D). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE CLUBS WITH WoRKING AGREEMENTS, 1956 


Brooklyn: Portland (open), Pueblo (A), Cedar Rapids (B), Wichita Falls 
(B), Great Falls (C), Reno (C), Hornell (D), Kokomo (D), Shawnee (D). 

Chicago: Tulsa (AA), Burlington, Iowa (B), Lafayette, La. (C), Twin Falls 
(C), Paris, Ill. (D), Ponea City (D), Crestview (D). 

Cincinnati: Seattle (open), Havana (AAA), Nashville (AA), Thomasville, 
N. C. (B), Yuma (C), Clovis (B), Wausau (C), Douglas, Ga. (D), Moultrie 
(D), West Palm Beach (D). 

Milwaukee: Atlanta (AA), Jacksonville (A), Topeka (A), Corpus Christi 
(B), Austin (AA), Baton Rouge (C), Boise (C), Lawton (D), Leesburg 
(D), Waycrosse (D), Wellsville (D). 

New York: Dallas (AA), Albuquerque (A), Johnstown (A), Victoria (B), 
Lake Charles (C), St. Cloud (C), Cocoa (D), Michigan City (D), Muskogee (D), 
Sandersville (D). 

Philadelphia: Miami (AAA), Schenectady (A), Salt Lake City (C), Bakers- 
field (C), Mattoon (D), Olean (D), Tifton (D). 

Pittsburgh: Lincoln (A), Williamsport (A), New Orleans (AA), Kinston (B), 
Billings (C), Douglas, Ariz. (C), Grand Forks (C), Clinton (D), Dublin (D), 
Nogales (C). 

St. Louis: Sioux City (A), Beaumont (B), Peoria (B), Mexicali (C), Win- 
nipeg (C), Ardmore (D), Decatur (D), Dothan (D), Gainesville, Fla. (D). 


MINOR LEAGUE CLUBS COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF ANY MAJsor LEAGUE ConTROL— 
1956 


OPEN CLASSIFICATION 
Sacramento, Calif. San Francisco, Calif. 


CLASS AAA 


Buffalo, N. Y. Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
CLASS AA 
Little Rock, Ark. Oklahoma City, Okla. Shreveport, La. 
CLASS A 
Amarillo, Tex. 
CLASS B 
Ballinger, Tex. Lewiston, Idaho San Angelo, Tex. 
Carlsbad, N. Mex. Midland, Tex. Salem, Oreg. 
Clovis, N. Mex. Pampa, Tex. Spokane, Wash. 
El Paso, Tex. Plainview, Tex. Wenatchee, Wash. 
Eugene, Oreg. Roswell, N. Mex. Yakima, Wash. 
Kennewick, Wash. 
CLASS C 
Alexandria, La. Salinas, Calif. Tijuana, Baja California, 
Cananea, Sonora, Mexico San Jose, Calif. Mexico 
Missoula, Mont. Thibodaux, La. Tucson, Ariz. 
New Iberia, La. Visalia, Calif. 
CLASS D 
Donalsonville, Ga, Hamilton, Ontario, Can- Hazlehurst, Ga. 


Graceville, Fla. ada Orlando, Fla. 
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CLASS AA 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUES 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 
ot ™ ss of both Club and Player is specifically directed to the following excerpts from Professional Baseball 
ule 3 (a): 


“No Club shall make a contract different from the uniform contract and no club shall make a contract containing a 
non-reserve clause, except permission be first secured from the . .. President of the National Association. The aahing 
of any agreement between a Club and Player not embodied in the contract shall subject both parties to discipline.” 





SALARY CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned Authorized Club Official and Player each does hereby certify that all of the compensation the Player is 
receiving or has been promised in the form of salary, transportation (except transportation expense for one person from the 
Player’s home or point of departure to the city to which he is directed to report), allowance or bonus of whatsoever nature from 
any club, person, agent, organization or corporation during the life of this Agreement or thereafter or has been paid prior to the 
execution of said contract, if incident to the signing thereof, by any club, person, agent, organization or corporation is set forth 
in the contract to which this Certificate is attached. 

We, and each of us, execute this certificate with full knowledge that if its contents be found false, the Club and the under- 
signed Player may each be fined an amount not in excess of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and the President and/or the 
undersigned Official may be suspended from participation in National Association affairs and/or the undersigned Player 
suspended, for a period of not to exceed two (2) years from the date the decision is rendered finding said certificate to be 
false, all as the President of the National Association may determine. 


PLAYER SIGN HERE = ~— poe! AUTHORIZED CLUB OFFICIAL SIGN HERE 


Uniform Player Contract 


Parties Nh cccscichicsttncanaetiialiaiielte phat Sadeanattayillatlinds ‘ Club, herein called the Club, a member of the 
League, 
Association, and , 
herein called the player, of i. 
are the parties of this contract. 
Recital The League of which the Club is a member is a league of the National Association of Professional Baseball 


Leagues (hereinafter referred to as the “National Association”). As such, and jointly with other clubs of its League, 
it is a party toe the Constitution and By-Laws of the League of which it is a member, and is subject to and governed 
by the Agreement of the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter referred to as the 
“National Association Agreement”), and the Professional Baseball Agreement and Rules, between the National 
Association, on the one hand, and the American League of Professional Baseball Clubs and its constituent clubs and 
the National League of Professional Baseball Clubs and its constituent clubs, on the other hand. The purpose of 
these Agreements, Rules, Constitutions and By-Laws is to assure the public wholesome professional baseball by de- 
fining the relations between Club and Player, between Club and Club, between League and League, and by vesting in 
a designated Commissioner of Baseball, in the Executive Committee and President of the National Association and 
in the League President, broad powers of control, of discipline, and of decision in case of disputes. 


Agreement In consideration of the facts above recited and of the promises of each to the other, the parties agree as follows: 
Employment 1. The Club hereby paenee the a to render, and the Player agrees to render, skilled services as a baseball 
player in connection with all games of the Club during the year 19 , including the Club’s training season, the 


YEAR » Club’s exhibition games, the Club’s playing season, any official series in which the Club may participate, and in any 
game or games in the receipts of which the Player may be entitled to share. The Player covenants that at the time 
he signs this contract he is not under contract or contractual obligation to any baseball club other than the one party 
to this contract and that he is capable of and will perform with expertness, diligence and fidelity the service stated 
and such other duties as may be required of him in such employment. 


Payment 2. For the service aforesaid subsequent to the training season the Club will pay the Player at the rate of 


$ per month, as follows: 

In semi-monthly installments, after the commencement of the playing season covered by this contract, unless 
the Club is “abroad”, in which event the amount then due shall be paid on the first day (other than a Sunday or 
legal holiday) after the return “home” of the Club. The terms “home” and “abroad” mean, respectively, at and 
away from the city in which the Club has its baseball park. 

e obligation to make such payment shall begin with the commencement of the Club’s playing season (or such 
subsequent date as the Player’s service may commence) and end with the termination of the Club’s scheduled play- 
ing season and an official, league play-off series in which the Club participates, except that if the Player is in 
the service of the Club for part of the playing season only, he shall receive such proportion of the payment above 
stipulated as the number of cas of his actual employment in any month bears to the number of days in said month. 


Loyalty 3. (a) The Player agrees to serve diligently and faithfully the Club, or any other Club, to which this contract 
may be assigned, as provided in paragraph 6 hereof; to keep himself in first-class physical condition, and to observe 
pom ly with all uirements of the Club respecting conduct and service of its team and pe pane at all 
times, whether on or off the field; and pledges himself to the public to conform to high standards of personal 
conduct, fair play and good sportsmanship. 


Baseball (b) In addition to his service in connection with the active playing of baseball, the Player agrees to cooperate 
Promotion with the Club and participate in any and oll preteens activities of the Club and its League, which, in the opinion 
of the Club, will promote the welfare of the Club or Professional Baseball. 


Pictures (c) The Player agrees that, while in the Club’s uniform, photographs, whether still or action, and motion 
ictures may be taken and telecasts made, of himself, individually or with others, at such times or places as the 
Pub may designate; that all rights therein shall belong to the Club; and that they may be used, reproduced or other- 
wise disseminated by the Club, directly or indirectly, in any manner the Club desires. The Player further agrees that 
during the playing season (as defined in paragraph 1 of this contract) he will not make public appearances, partici- 
pate in radio or television programs, permit his picture to be taken, sponsor commercial products or services, or 
write or sponsor newspaper or magazine articles, without in each case the written consent of his Club, which, 
however, shall not be withheld except in the reasonable interests of the Club or Professional Baseball, provided, 
however, that at no time shall the Player, while in the Club’s uniform, engage in any of the foregoing activities 
without the written consent of the Club. 





Player 


Playing 
for Others 


Other 
Sports 


Assignment 


Reporting 
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4. (a) The Player represents that he has no physical or mental defects known to him, which would prevent or 
impair performance of his services. 

(b) The Player represents that he does not, directly or indirectly, own stock or have any financial interest in 
the ownership or earnings of any Major League or National Association club, except as hereinafter expressly set 
forth, and covenants that he will not hereafter, while under contract to the Club, or any assignee thereof, acquire 
or hold any such stock or interest, except in accordance with Professional Baseball Rule 20 (e). 


5. (a) The ee agrees that, while under contract and prior to expiration of the Club’s right to renew the 
contract, and until he reports to his club for spring training, if this contract is renewed, for the pu’ of 
avoiding injuries he will not play baseball otherwise than for the Club, except that he may participate in post- 
season games as prescribed in the National Association Agreement. 

(b) The Player and the Club recognize and agree that the Player’s participation in other sports may impair 
or destroy his ability and skill as a baseball player. Accordingly, the Player agrees he will not engage in pro- 
fessional boxing or wrestling and that, except with the written consent of the Club, he will not play professional 
football, basketball, hockey or other contact sport. 


6. (a) The eee agrees that this contract may be assigned by the Club (and reassigned by any assignee 
Club) to any other Club in accordance with the Professional Baseball Rules and National Association Agreement. 

(b) No assignment of this contract shall be made to a Club of — or higher classification during the 
championship season unless the compensation to be paid by the assignee Club is at least equal to the monthly rate 
stipulated in paragraph 2 hereof. 

If an assignment of this contract is made to a Club of lower classification, the monthly rate of compensation 
shall be not less than the rate usually paid by the assignee Club to its players of like ability, notwithstanding that 
the coteneeins is to a Club commonly owned or controlled by the assignor. A subsequent retransfer to the assignor, 
herein, during the same season or thereafter shall not entitle the Player to be paid any difference in compensation 
resulting from such transfer or retransfer. 

(c) The Player shall report to the assignee Club promptly (as provided in Regulation 6, on Page Four) follow- 
ing receipt of written or a notice from the Club of the assignment. If the Player fails so to report, he shall 
not be entitled to any payment for the period from the date he received written or telegraphic notice of the assign- 
ment to the date he reports to the assignee Club. 


(d) Upon such assignment, the assignee Club shall be liable to the Player for payments aceruing only from 


Obligations of the date he reports to, and contracts with, the assignee Club, and the assignor Club shall remain liable to the 


gnor and 
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Termination 
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Legislation 


Player for payments accrued at date of the assignment plus (if he so reports) payment for the travel time 
normally required to reach the city to which directed to report. 

(e) All references in this contract to the “Club” shall be deemed to mean and include any assignee of this 
contract. 


7. (a) If the Club is in arrears to the Player for any payments due him under this contract for more than 
fifteen (15) days, or if it fails for more than fifteen (15) days to perform any other obligation a d to be per- 
formed by the Club hereunder, the Player shall be entitled to apply to the President of the National Association to 
terminate this contract, and if the Club shall fail to remedy such default as to such payment or other obligation 
within such time as the President may fix, the President shall terminate this contract by a declaration of free 
agency, but the Club shall remain liable to the Player for all payments due him at the date of such termination. 

(b) The Club may terminate this contract upon written or telegraphic notice to the Player if the Player shall 
at any time: 

C1) fail, refuse or neglect to conform his personal conduct to standards of good citizenship and good sports- 
manship, or to keep himself in first-class physical condition, or to obey the Club’s requirements respecting his 
conduct and service; or 

(2) fail, in the opinion of the Club’s management, to exhibit sufficient skill or competitive ability to qualify 
or continue as a member of the Club’s team; or 

fail, refuse or neglect to render his services hereunder, or in any other manner materially breach this 
contract. 

(c) The Club may also terminate this contract as provided in Regulation 2 on Page Four. If so terminated by 
the Club by reason of the Player’s disability resulting directly from injury sustained in the course and within the 
scope of his employment, and if written notice of such injury has been given by the Player, as provided in said 
Regulation, the Player shall be entitled to the payments and benefits set forth in said Regulation. 

(d) Before terminating this contract in accordance with sub-paragraphs (b) or (c) of this paragraph 7, the 
Club must comply with any waiver rules of its League applicable thereto. 


8. The Player and the Club accept as part of this contract the Regulations printed on Page Four hereof. 


9. The Club and the pee! agree to accept, abide by and comply with all provisions of the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the League of which the Club is a member, of the Professional Baseball Rules, and of the National 
Association Agreement, which pertain to player conduct and player-club relations, and with all decisions of the 
Commissioner, of the President or Executive Committee of the National Association, and of the League President 
pursuant thereto. 


10. (a) On or before March 1 (or if a Sunday then the next succeeding business day) of the year next follow- 
ing the playing season covered by this contract, the Club may notify the Player of its intention to renew this 
contract, by tendering him a contract for the term of such year, except that the compensation rate shall be such 
as the parties may then agree upon. Such tender shall be deemed to have been made if the contract is delivered to 
the player personally or mailed to him at his last address of record with the club, or his address following his 
signature hereto, which shall be deemed such last recorded address unless the Club shall have been notified by the 
Player, through registered mail, of his new address. In the absence of agreement by the Ett the compensation 
rate shall be determined as provided in paragraph 11, but pending such determination the Player will accept the 
compensation rate fixed by the Club or else will not play otherwise than for the Club. 

(b) The Club’s right to renew this contract as provided in sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph 10 and all 
covenants, promises and representations of the Player have been taken into consideration in determining the amount 
payable er paragraph 2 hereof. 


11. In the case of dispute between the Player and the Club arlding under the provisions of this contract, the same 
shall be referred to the Executive Committee or the President of the National Association, as an arbitrator, and 
the arbitrator’s decision shall be accepted by all parties as final, subject only to such right of appeal as is given to 
the Player only, under the terms of the National Association Agreement and the Professional Baseball Agreement 
and Rules. 


12. This contract is subject to Federal or State legislation, regulations, executive or other official orders, or 
other governmental action, now or hereafter in effect, which may directly or indirectly affect the Player, Club or the 
League, and subject also to the right of the Commissioner or the Executive Committee of the National Association 
to suspend the operation of this contract during any national emergency. 


13. The terms “Commissioner”, “President of the National Association”, “Executive Committee of the Na- 
tional Association” and “League President” shall mean the person or persons holding any such office or aos 
the powers and duties of any such office, at any time during the term of this contract or any renewal thereof. 
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Special 14. If Player is to receive or has received any additional compensation of any nature or kind whatsoever from the 
Covenants Club or from any other source whatsoever in connection with this contract which is not set forth in paragraph 2 of this 
contract, it must be inserted below, giving name of payor, amount and nature of payment, when paid or to be paid, etc. 


Contract 15. The Club and the Player covenant that this contract fully sets forth all understandings and agreements between 
Contains them, and agree that no understandings or agreements, whether heretofore or hereafter made, shall be valid, recognized, 
Entire or be of any effect whatsoever, unless and until set forth in a new Uniform Player Contract executed by Player and Club, 


Agreement _filed with and approved by the President of the National Association and complying with the Professional Basebal! Rules 
and National Association Agreement. 


Approval This contract shall not be valid or effective unless filed with and approved by the President of the National Association. 
Required A copy of this contract when executed must be delivered to the Player, in person, or by registered or certified mail. 
SEAL Signed this enn day of , A.D., 19 ° 
‘ By 
(Club) Authorized Club Official Sign Here 





PLAYER (Date) (Month) (Year) 
DATE =e Signed this day of = , AD., 19 
HERE Player date here in OWN handwriting at time of signing this contract. 
Consent of Parent or Guardian 

Consent is ore to a ye pee by the minor player 

party hereto and such consent sha effective as to any assign- ee , WTA PE 

ment or renewal thereof under Paragraphs 6 and 10 hereof. PLAYER SIGN HERE 

Parent-Guardian. Piayer’s Home Address—Street and No. 


WH Player's Social Security No. annem ann enenneenanennennnsennten nent euatneiitindaendtees a 
. 7 City and State 
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m the ' 

f this REGULATIONS 

' 1. The Clui/e playing gunsen fee Gaa zeny cavern by. itp senteeet shall be as fixed by the League of which the contracting Club is a 

i member. 

; 2. The Player when requested by the Club must submit to a complete physical and/or dental examination at the of the Club 
and, if necessary, to medical, sw or dental treatment at the yer’s expense (except as otherwise herein.) Upon 
failure of the Player to do so, the Club may take such action as it deems advisable under Regulation 7 hereof. Disability directly 
resulting from injury sustained in the course and within the scope of the Player’s employment under his contract shall not impair 
his right to receive the full payment stipulated in paragraph 2 of his contract for a period of two weeks from the date of such dis- 
ability if his disability continues during such period (but said period shall not be considered for purposes of determi: whether 
any additional payments may be due the Player under the Special Covenants of the conteott), together with the medical 
and hospital expenses incurred during the term of his contract by reason of the disability which are not provided for by Workmen’ 
Compensation insurance or the equivalent thereof, for the period of the disability, not exceeding six months, but only upon th. 
express pre isite condition that the Player must have aren written notice to the Club of the place, time, cause nature of 
the injury, within 10 days from date of such — Failure to give such notice shall not impair the rights of the Player, as herein 
set forth, if the Club has actual knowledge of apo. The Club shall have the right to select the medical, canaleal or dental 
service (including hospitals or clinics) to be rendered the Player or to approve such service if selected by the Player. If the Player 
be not released during or at the end of said two weeks’ period, the Club shall continue obligated to him for compensa‘ under the 
terms of the contract to its termination, or to such prior date as the Club may have given him an unconditional release. 

8. The Club will furnish the Player with necessary uniforms, exclusive of shoes. At the end of the playing season (including season 
series games, if any) or upon assignment of this contract, or unconditional release, the Player must return to the Club uniforms 
and any other property of the Club in his possession. 

4. The Club will L pein and furnish the Player during spring training and while “abroad”, as defined in paragraph 2 of the contract, 
with board and lodging, and will pay. all of his actual and necessary traveling expense (including meals enroute). If while “abroad” 
the Club elects to leave the Player “home”, as those terms are defined in Paragraph 2 of the contract, it shall be liable to him for 

meal ex) as it would ve paid if he had accompanied the team, provi the Player is on the Club’s Active or Disabled 
List, except that no such payment shall be due the Player if his it residence is located in the home city of the Club or if he 
returns to his permanent residence during the team’s absence from the Club’s home city. 

5. In order to enable the Player to fit himself for his duties, the Club may —_ him to report for practice and at such 
places and times as the Club ma: Te => ree te in such exhibition games prior to the pla: season as the may 
arrange as provided in paragra 1 of the contract. The Club shall reimburse the actual, necessary trave! ing (inch 
meals enroute) ay by the yer for reporting from his home city to the Club’s training place (including 's home city i 
that is used as Club’s training place) whether ordered to go there directly or otherwise, but the Club may select the transpo 
tion to be used and the route to be taken. In the event the Player fails so to report and to participate in such exhibition games, the 
Club may — the Player to get in playing condition, to the satisfaction of the Club, at his own expense, and may also impose a 
reasonable fine. 

6. In case of assignment of this contract the Player agrees to a womaite to the assignee Club within the number of days travel 
reasonably required by the use of the transportation authori: or furni by the Club. 

1. For violation by the Player of any rule or regulation, the Club may impose a reasonable fine and deduct the amount thereof from 
the Player’s compensation, or may suspend the Player without compensation, or both, at the discretion of the Club, but if suspen- 
sion exceeds ten days the Player may appeal to the President of the National Association. 

8. Any claim which the Player may wish to present must be filed, in itemized or detailed form, with the President of the League o 
which the Club against which the claim is filed is a member, within 120 days of the maturity of the claim. If the League President 
decision is adverse to the Player, the Player may appeal to the President of the National Association, whose decision shall be final, 
except that if the claim involves $300.00 or more, or free agency, the Player ae. appeal from such decision to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Association and, additionally, from the decision of the Executive Committee to the Commissioner, whose 


decision shall be final. Any such appeal or appeals must, in each instance, be made within 30 days from date of the decision from 
which the appeal is taken. 

9. The Player agrees to use the means of transportation provided by the Club in transporting its players from one to another 
’ during its season, provided, however, that if the Player shall refuse to use the means of transportation provided by the Club, but 
—— shall use another means, with the result that the Player will not be available to play in the next game or es in which his Club 
Fc b is scheduled to play, then there shall be deducted from his next pay a proportionate amount of his stipulated com tion de- 
i R iM » termined by the number of days of service missed by reason of his use of transportation slower than that pro by the Club, 
a and he 1 be entitled to reimbursement for his actual traveling expense in an amount equal to the cost by means provided by 

the Club or his actual cost of transportation, whichever shall be the lesser. 


ciation. 
d mail. 


19 , 


CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZED CLUB OFFICIAL 
To be executed ONLY when the Player is being signed as a Free Agent and has had less than 90 days’ professional baseball 
experience, as defined in paragraph le. of Professional Baseball Rule 3 (k). 

The undersigned, an authorized official of the Club party to the foregoing contract, hereby certifies that the contract fully 
sets forth the entire understanding between the Club and the Player, including the salary payable to the Player for the season 
covered by the contract plus any money or anything else of value, in addition to such salary which the Club, prior to the execu- 

ar) tion of said contract or at the time of execution thereof, directly or indirectly, has paid or given, promised to pay or pre or 
promises to pay or give, at any time upon any contingency (1) to the Player, or (2) to any other person whomsoever for the Player's 
use or benefit or as a direct or indirect inducement for the Player's signing of the contract, or (3) to any person who is the 
Player’s agent, parent or guardian, for the use or benefit of such person. 
This certificate is executed with full knowledge that if its contents be found to be false the Club and the undersigned duly 


authorized official, and any other officers, employes or agents of the Club, party to the violation, shall be subject to the penalties 
——e set forth in paragraph 11 of Professional Baseball Rule 3 (k). 


(Signature of authorized club official) 











President of the National Association League President 


96797 O—57—pt. 1—_—-26 











386 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


—IMPORTANT: SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON BACK— 


OFFICIAL OPTIONAL ASSIGNMENT AGREEMENT 
National Association of Professional Basebail Leagues 


THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this no OI a iii aN lilt ID et 
gle IT eat, Fn EE 8 fg Re a eee 
py ENG ae ss SOR 


EN) OR BOS Se 8 ee ar es area ak 
WITNESSETH, That the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the right of recall 


hereinafter set forth does hereby transfer the contract of Player. 


to the party of the second part. 


It is understood and agreed that the said party of the first part retains the right, or option, to repur- 
chase the contract of said player on or before October 1, 19.._., for and in consideration of the sum 


ge 7 cat re Dollars ($ BS De Si eeS Ske E 
which is the consideration required under Sec. 25.04(b) National Asseciation Agreement. 
Unless otherwise agreed by the parties, the player’s contract shall not revert to the party of the first part until 
close of the championship season including any official post season series, of the party of the second part. 


~ (Special Recall Agreement) 
It is further agreed that if said party of the first part does not exercise, or cancels, its right or option to 
repurchase the contract of said player on or before October 1, 19...., by notifying the President of 
the National Association and the party of the second part in writing, title to the contract of said player 
shall become vested absolutely in the party of the second part, to be IMMEDIATELY followed by the execu- 
tion of outright assignment agreement papers and payment of required consideration, unless the party of 
the second part does not desire to retain title to such player’s contract, in which event the party of the 
second part must give the player his outright and unconditional release immediately. 
NOTE: Set forth below the amount of salary, if any, the player is to be paid by optionor club while render- 
ing services under this assignment. 


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, We have hereunto set our hands as of the day and year above written. 


~ (Party of the First Part) (Party of the Second Part) 


PF eect Ei dence witlinacitisaiehDinaiinae tila TF hnttttecesitsitiRttinitedninicinttintsemernntiionens 


pupgypweseonnstenscene a owes omnanions (Title) occcucucovenasecanqunasascoasincasececreccseecssescerecwcanesssesasasscorescs (Fis) 
Check of Optionee Club payable to “National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues” in the sum 
of $5.00 MUST accompany all optional agreements. 


—IMPORTANT: SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON BACK— 


Printed in U.S.A. 
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A. NUMBER OF COPIES 


1. THREE counterpart originals of all Optional Assignment Agreements MUST be executed by the 
OPTIONOR CLUB (club which options player’s contract), and ALL THREE copies MUST be sent 
IMMEDIATELY to the OPTIONEE CLUB (club accepting the optional assignment of player’s con- 
tract). 


2. The OPTIONEE CLUB upon receipt of the Optional Assignment Agreement shall execute all THREE 
copies IMMEDIATELY, and shall; 


(a) Return ONE copy to the OPTIONOR CLUB (club which optioned player’s contract). 
(b) i pe copy to the President of the National Association, VIA REGISTERED OR CERTIFIED 
A 


(c) Retain ONE Copy. 


B. NO CASH CONSIDERATION MAY BE PAID BY OPTIONEE. 


No cash consideration may be paid under the rules by Optionee Clubs, but this does not dispense 
with requirement that Optionor Clubs must pay recall prices. All checks must pass through the office of the 
President of the National Association. No waiver or refund of optional recall consideration permitted. 


C. OPTIONAL AGREEMENT MUST BE FILED 


An executed copy of this agreement MUST be filed in the office of the National Association within FIF- 
TEEN (15) DAYS after date of execution. Failure to file option agreement within FIFTEEN (15) DAYS shall 
subject the club responsible to a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $250.00. 


Optional Agreements must be executed and filed if player reports to Optionee Club, regardless of whether 
or not the player stays with that club. If the player does not report to Optionee Club, IMMEDIATE written 
or telegraphic notice of that fact must be given to the President of the National Association, by the Optionor 
Club and by the Optionee Club. 


D. $5.00 FEE REQUIRED 


Check of OPTIONEE CLUB payable to the “National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues” 
in the sum of $5.00 MUST accompany copies of optional agreements sent President of the National Asso- 
ciation. 


E. WHEN OPTIONAL AGREEMENT IS CANCELLED 


In case Optionor Club cancels right to recall, or fails to recall, outright assignment agreements (white 
form) MUST be executed by the Optionee Club and a consideration of not less than $100.00 MUST be paid 
for EACH player’s contract, or, if Optionee Club does not desire to purchase the contract, that club MUST 
IMMEDIATELY give the player his unconditional release, a copy of release notice to be sent to the Presi- 
dent of the National Association. 


F. NO OPTION 20 DAYS BEFORE CLOSE OF REGULAR PLAYING SEASON 


Optional Assignments cannot be made within 20 days of close of proposed Optionee Club’s champion- 
ship season. 











388 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


—IMPORTANT: SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON BACK— 


OFFICIAL AGREEMENT FOR OUTRIGHT OR 
CONDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT 


National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues 


THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this____. ee ee eT! a Fs | 
Rte iirente cece hteinathsncothsnhclitttaibis tele bvini in tndibentsinnistatianlchinssmseis a Cie 
wo Tabimmtabta cabin etemsiecomuacnaaeseated --------...--- League, party of the first part, and the 


EO plait Cn BE DR cntrnecnseseteecmeictitid, tale tie ........._ League, 
party of the second part: 
WITNESSETH, That the party of the first part, does hereby assign the contract of Player... 


to the aforesaid party of the second part, under the following conditions: 
(EACH and EVERY condition of the transaction MUST be set forth below): 


Both parties agree to all provisions of the National Association Agreement, the Major-Minor League 
Rules, and the Rules of the Executive Committee, governing assignment of players’ contracts. 


It is further agreed and understood that a copy of this Agreement shall be filed with the President 
of the Nationa] Association within fifteen days of date hereof. 


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands as of the day and year above written. 


(Party of the First Part) — ae (Party of the Second Part) 


Dig .ed ah ih tsa AOk 4 Reinnted~igeiie-eieinnn ee ee ee ee —" 


cacene—caceneececernnsece- one. - sere cece ween e-e e+ (Tithe) aan nnn one nnn ee nn (Tle) 


CHECKS payable to “National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues” covering cash consideration due 
on outright and conditional assignments MUST accompany copy of assignment agreements sent President of 
National Association. 

“NO CONSIDERATION” ASSIGNMENTS PERMITTED only on conditions set forth in Paragraph F 
of instructions on reverse side hereof. 


—IMPORTANT: SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON BACK— 


Printed in U S.A 
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A. NUMBER OF COPIES 


1. THREE counterpart originals of all Assignment Agreements MUST be executed by the ASSIGNOR 
CLUB (club which assigns the player’s contract), and ALL THREE copies MUST be sent IMME. 
DIATELY to the ASSIGNEE CLUB (club accepting assignment of player’s contract). 


2. THE ASSIGNEE CLUB-upon receipt of the Assignment Agreement shall execute all THREE copies 
IMMEDIATELY, and shall: 
(a) Return ONE copy to ASSIGNOR CLUB (club which assigned the player’s contract). 
(b) Mail ONE copy to the President of the National Association, VIA REGISTERED OR CERTIFIED 
MAIL, 


(c) Retain ONE copy. 
B. TIME ALLOWANCE FOR FILING 


An executed copy of each Assignment Agreement MUST be filed with the President of the National Asso- 
ciation within FIFTEEN (15) DAYS OF ASSIGNMENT DATE. Failure to do so shall render the Agree- 
ment null and void. 


C. CHECKS IN PAYMENT OF CONSIDERATION 


Checks in payment of purchase price of contracts must accompany executed copy of Assignment Agree- 
ment forwarded to the President of the National Association, which copy must be filed within FIFTEEN (16) 
DAYS OF ASSIGNMENT DATE. All such checks must be payable to the order of “National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues.” 


D. MINIMUM CONSIDERATION 


The Minimum cash consideration for Outright Assignment of a player’s contract is $100.00. If more 
than one contract is assigned in a single Assignment Agreement, the minimum consideration is $100.00 for 
EACH CONTRACT. 


E. CONDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS 


No conditional assignment of players’ contracts may be made between Minor League Clubs in which elec~ 
tion to purchase or not to purchase must be made between October 16th and December 2nd, inclusive. If 
the election date prescribed falls after December 2nd, 10% cash of total consideration if in excess of $5,000. 
must be paid at time of executing agreement, but in no event is less than $500 cash minimum initial pay- 
ment required. Conditional assignments cannot be made within 20 days of close of proposed assignee club’s 
championship season. 


F. “NO CONSIDERATION” ASSIGNMENTS 


Strict compliance must be had with Commissioner’s Bulletin of December 17, 1937, requiring that in any 
case of “no consideration” assignment, such assignment agreement must be accompanied by a signed statement 
from the player that he consents to such “no consideration” assignment of his contract in lieu of his fre 
agency to which he understands he is entitled. 


G. CLOSED PERIOD 


The transfer of the services of a player by a Minor League Club to a Major League Club or by one 
Minor League Club to another Minor League Club between October 16th and December 2nd, inclusive, is. 
prohibited 
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ARNOLD, Fortas & PorTER, 
Washington, D. C., June 11, 1957. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 

Chairman, Antitrust Subcommittee of Committee on Committee on the 
Judiciary, House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CELLER: In response to the request of your counsel, Mr. Julian Sing- 
man, to me at a meeting in his office on May 28, 1957, I enclose the constitutions 
of each of the 25 National Association leagues with teams in the United States 
except for the Appalachian League which is just being formed and has no 
constitution as yet. The leagues are as follows: 


Alabama-Florida League New York-Pennsylvania League 
American Association Northern League 
Arizona-Mexico League Northwest League 

Big State League Pacifie Coast League 
California League Pioneer League 
Carolina League Sooner State League 
Eastern League South Atlantic League 
Evangeline League Southern Association 
Florida State League Southwestern League 
Georgia-Florida League Texas League 
International League Three—-I League 
Midwest League Western League 


Nebraska State League (rookie league) 
Sincerely, 
PAUL A. PORTER, 
Special Counsel to Organized Baseball. 














(7, o t o ‘ aud 
By-Laws 


OF THE 


ALABAMA-FLORIDA LEAGUE 
OF PROFESSIONAL 
BASEBALL CLUBS 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
SECTION I. This association shall be called 
the Alabama-Florida League of Professional Base- 


ball Clubs. 
ARTICLE II. 
SECTION I. The Objects of this league are: 


(a) To perpetuate baseball as the National game 
of the United States, and to surround it with safe- 
guards as to warrant absolute public confidence in 
its integrity and methods. (b) To protect and 
promote the mutual interests of the Professional 
baseball clubs and professional baseball players; 
and (c) to establish and regulate the baseball 
championship of our territory. 


ARTICLE III. 
SECTION 1. This League shall consist of six 
clubs located in the following cities; to-wit: 





and such clubs as may from time to time be elected 
to membership as hereinafter provided for, but in 
no event shall there be more than one club in any 
city. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION I. In case a vacancy occurs in the 
membership of the association during the champ- 
ionship season, the President shall have the au- 
thority to immediately take over the franchise, and 
players belonging to said territory, and, subject to 
ratification of the Board of Directors, to transfer 
said membership, franchise and players, to any 
cooperation, partnership or individual in said ter- 
ritory that will assume and discharge all obliga- 
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tions existing against said territory, and give sat- 
isfactory guarantee to continue said membership 
and fulfill all contractual obligations. In case said 
membership cannot be re-established in said terri- 
tory, the President shall nominate to the Board of 
Directors all applicants for membership, and the 
vote thereon shall be taken by telegraph or mail, 
as occasion may require and a majority vote of the 
Board’ of Directors will be required to admit any 
applicants to membership. Such membership, how- 
ever, shall continue only until the next annual 
meeting; but such clubs shall be subject to all rules 
and requirements of this organization and those 
of the National Association of Professional Base- 
ball Leagues. 


SECTION 2. The membership of any club may 
be terminated by: (1) The resignation duly accept- 
ed by a two-thirds vote of all the clubs in meeting 
duly convened. (2) Failure of any member to pre- 
sent its nine at the time and place agreed upon 
to play any championship game, unless caused by 
unavoidable accident in traveling. (3) AHowing 
open betting or pool selling upon its grounds or in 
any building owned or occupied by it. (4) Playing 
any game of ball with a club that is disqualified 
under the rules of National Association. (5) Offer- 
ing, agreeing, conspiring or attempting to lose any 
game of ball or failure to immediately expel from 
its team any player who shall be proven guilty of 
offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose 
any game of ball or being interested in any pool 
or wages thereon. (6) Failure to accept an umpire 
assigned by the President of the League. (7) Fail- 
ure to furnish at each game adequate Police pro- 
tection to guarantee order on the grounds and per- 
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sonal safety to all spectators, umpires and players. 
(8) Failure or refusing to fulfill its contractual 
obligations. (9) Willfully violating any provision of 
this Constutution and By-Laws. (10) Disbandment 
of its organization or team during the champion- 
ship season or at any time during the life of this 
agreement. 

SECTION 3. To carry into effect the provisions 
of Section 2 of this Constutution the facts in any 
case covered by such sections must be reported to 
the President of the League, who shall at once 
notify by mail or telegraph, the party charged with 
the specified default or offense, inquiring whether 
any dispute exists as to the facts alleged. In case 
the facts are disputed, the Board of Directors shall, 
after due notice, try the case under such regula- 
tions as they may prescribe and their findings shall 
be final and conclusive, when such findings shall 
be forwarded to each club which shall trans- 
mit to the President written ballots “For Ex- 
pulsion” or “Against Expulsion” and if unanimous 
“For Expulsion” the President shall notify all clubs 
of the forfeiture of membership of the party 
charged. Action may be taken under sub-Section 
II of Section 2 at any meeting of the Directors of 
the League without the formalities herein set 
forth. 

SECTION 4. Upon conviction of any of these 
offenses prescribed in Section 2 as cause for ex- 
pulsion, the Board of Directors may in the first 
instance, as preliminary to, or in lieu of, expulsion, 
impose a fine of not less than $200.00, which fine 
may include a penalty payable to any other club 
or clubs, as compensation of damages sustained 


for such violation of this Constutution or of the 
Legislation or contracts made in pursuance thereof. 
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SECTION 5. The disbandment, withdrawal or 
expulsion of any member of this Association shall 
operate as a complete forfeiture of franchase and 
players thereto belonging and of any right to share 
in the guarantee fund or any other fund deposited 
with the League by said member. Said franchase 
and players shall become the sole property of this 
League for such disposition as the Board of Direc- 
tors of the League may designate. 


ARTICLE V. 

SECTION 1. At the annual meeting each year 
each club, a member of this League must deposit 
with the Treasurer of National Association of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Leagues, a certified check for an 
amount equal, at least, to one-half of the monthly 
salary limit per club allowed by the National As- 
sociation in Leagues of this Classification, as a 
guarantee of payment of any obligation due by the 
depositing club to its players, this League and 
other Leagues or clubs in the order named, and as 
a guarantee against the violation of any provision 
of this Constitution rules or of the legislation or 
contracts made in pursuance thereof. The fund 
shall be returned to the clubs at the close of the 
Championship season at the discretion of the Pres- 
ident of the League. 


SECTION 2. All new members admitted to 
this League shall, in addition to depositing said 
guarantee checks, deposit with the President an 
amount equal to the share of each of the old mem- 
bers in the sinking fund of the League at the time 
of the admission of said new member. 


SECTION 3. The Guarantee Deposit of any 
member of this League, together with its interest 
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in the sinking fund of the League or in any fund 
or checks passing through the hands of the Presi- 
dent of the League belonging to said member shall 
be subject to the payment of any unpaid player’s 
salaries, fines, assessments or other indebtedness 
due the League or any other member of the 
League, by said member before any distribution 
thereof shall be made. Any club failing to com- 
plete any season or which shall abandon its terri- 
tory shall forfeit all right, title and interest in the 
League; and in the sinking fund or other property 
of the League including its guarantee deposit or 
any surplus funds in the treasury of the League at 
the time of said forfeiture; and to any right, title 
or interest in the franchise heretofore held by it, 
together with said clubs interest in the contract 
of all players under contract to it, of all said in- 
terests vested immediately in the League for the 
use and benefit of the remaining clubs. 
SECTION 4. If any club operating a franchise 
in this League shall notify the President in writing 
on or before October Ist after current season of 
any year is over, during the life of this agreement, 
that it will not operate its franchise during the 
following season, then it shall be the duty of the 
President to cooperate with such club owners in 
trying to place said franchise with other parties in 
said city, or some other city agreeable to the 
League, and if, and when, said franchise is so 
placed prior to January Ist following said notice, 
the parties taking over the franchise from the sur- 
rendering club shall deposit their guarantee check 
as herein provided, and their proportionate part of 
any then existing surplus whereupon the President 
of the League shall return the guarantee check 
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and its proportionate part of said surplus of the 
surrendering club, less any expense incurred in 
placing said franchise and any indebtedness above 
named. Title to players on roster of surrendering 
club shall vest in the League from date of notice. 

SECTION 5. Whenever it becomes necessary to 
use any part of the guarantee fund for the pur- 
pose of discharging the financial obligations of any 
club, said club shall be required to place the 
amount so used in discharging its obligations in the 
guarantee fund within fifteen days, or failing to do 
so shall forfeit all its rights of membership in this 
League. 

ARTICLE VI. 

SECTION 1. The officers of this League shall 
be a President, an active Vice-President, Secretary 
and Treasurer. (A combination of these officers 
and proper delegation of authority hereunder shall 
be arranged by resolution each year prior to the 
commencement of the playing season. Salaries, if 
any, shall also be thus established annually as well 
as the appointment of persons to fill the said 
offices.) If a person other than the nominal Pres- 
ident of the League shall be charged with the ac- 
tive administration of its affairs such person shall 
assume the duties delegated hereunder the “Presi- 
dent.” The President shall be ex-officio Chairman 
of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors 
shall consist of the President of the League and 
one member from each club, to be elected from 
the club. Each club shall send a certificate to the 
annual meeting of the election of their respective 
member of the Board, but no person shall be 
qualified to act as a director who is not an active 
member of the directory of the club he represents, 
nor shall any club, under any circumstances, be 
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represented by its manager or any of its players, 
except he be the owner of the club then he may 
be both manager and director, nor by more than 
one person on the Board of Directors. The Board 
of Directors shall have the general supervision of 
all affairs and business of the League. They 
shall hold special meetings upon call of President 
or a majority of the Board of Directors and at 
such time and place as the call may designate. A 
quorum shall consist of fifty per cent of the Board 
of Directors and the President. The President 
shall have the authority usually vested in the ex- 
ecutive officer of any organization and shall per- 
form the duties of such and be ex-officio Chair- 
man of all committees except such special commit- 
tees as the Board of Directors shall appoint. He 
shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Di- 
rectors and of all committees of which he is Chair- 
man, but shall have a vote only in case of a tie 
or to constitute a quorum. He shall have general 
supervision of the affairs of the League and shall 
do and perform all things which shall become 
necessary to protect the League and to secure a 
strict compliance with the letter and spirit of this 
agreement by all parties who may be or may 
become connected with it. An appeal from any 
of his actions or rulings shall lie to the Board of 
Directors, except in the appointment and assign- 
ment of umpires, decisions on protested games, 
rulings on the conduct of players, their discipline, 
and all regulations looking to preserving the order 
and dignity of the League which may arise and 
which are not specifically provided for herein. He 
shall be custodian of all League funds and shall 
render a strict accounting of all receipts and dis- 
bursements at each annual meeting of the League. 
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SECTION 2. Should a vacancy occur in the 
office of President or Vice-President during a 
playing season, the Board of Directors shall within 
one week, at a call meeting, elect a new President; 
or shall by mail vote elect a Vice-President. 


SECTION 3. Each club shall have the right to 
regulate its own affairs, to establish its own rules 
and discipline, punish, suspend or expel its own 
manager, players or other employees, and do any 
other thing not in conflict with this Constitution, 
the playing rules or the rules of the National As- 
sociation. 

SECTION 4. When traveling on account of 
business of the League, the expenses of the Presi- 
dent, his Secretary, or both shall be paid by the 
League. 

ARTICLE VII. 


SECTION 1. Except as otherwise provided, the 
gate receipts of each championship game shall be 


divided as follows: 22% per game shall be paid 
into the League Treasury, and the balance shall 
be property of the home clubs. 


SECTION 2. All clubs shall pay their own 
expenses while on the road. 

SECTION 3. The gate receipts for the holiday 
games on July 4, or for the holiday double-header 
replacing July 4, should such date fall on Sunday 
or be otherwise substituted shall be divided and 
disbursed as follows: The two clubs playing will 
first pay out of the gross receipts from the sale of 
admission tickets their respective tax liability on 
the ticket sale; secondly, they shall deduct from 
the balance of said gross receipts, after the re- 
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duction by tax liability, 20% thereof which shall 
be divided equally between the host club of the 
game and the League, and the host club shall 
promptly on the day following said game mail its 
check to the President of the League for the 
League’s share of said gross receipts; and thirdly, 
the balance of said gross gate receipts, after re- 
duction by tax liability and the 20% deduction 
hereinabove referred to shall be divided equally 
between the two playing clubs; and they shall 
promptly remit thereon to each other not later 
than the day following the game. Any club fail- 
ing to remit to the League or to the competing 
club their respective share in such gross gate re- 
ceipts within 48 hours after the playing of the 
game shall automatically incur a penalty equal in 
amount to 10% of the amount due by such club 
as hereinabove calculated. All rain checks issued 
for previous games and honored at such holiday 
games (if a club shall elect to honor them on 
holiday games) shall be settled then by the 
home club to the President of the League at the 
prices outlined in Article VIII, Section 1. 

SECTION 4. All funds derived by the League 
from any source other than the guarantee fund, 
including the League’s share of the gate receipts, 
or any post-season series, or championship series, 
from any other source, shall be combined in one 
fund called the sinking fund out of which the 
League’s expenses shall be met. 

SECTION 5. The President shall be empow- 
ered from time to time to assess each club its 
equal share of the expenses of the League if the 
regular funds accruing to the sinking fund under 
the provisions of this agreement are not sufficient 
to cover the items chargable to said fund. 
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SECTION 6. The home club shall prepare a 
game statement on each game, indicating attend- 
ance, receipts and proper settlement, on a form 
supplied by the president, and these statements 
shall be mailed to the President’s office following 
each game. 

SECTION 7. The League’s assessment shall 
be forwarded to the President by the home club 
after each series of games with their voucher 
check, and failure to do this promptly shall sub- 
ject the home club to a fine of ten per cent of 
the amount due to the League. It shall be im- 
perative on the President that he check the re- 
ports and checks. 

SECTION 8. No card complimentary passes 
good on all League grounds shall be issued except 
by the President of the League. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

SECTION 1. The scale of prices for all clubs 
in this League and for all games of the cham- 
pionship season shall be fixed and governed by the 
home club, except 4th of July, post season, and 
any special games set aside by the League. On 
such excepted dates the admission price to be 
charged for the game shall be an amount equal to 
the cost of similar tickets regularly charged by a 
majority of the clubs in this League. All amuse- 
ment or admission taxes, both Federal and State, 
wherever applicable, shall be borne by the Home 
Club. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION 1, No club of this League shall have 
a total monthly salary roll in excess of $3,200.00, 
exclusive of the manager, for the period beginning 
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20 days after the opening of the season and con- 
tinuing until 20 days prior to the close thereof. 


SECTION 1-A. Any compensation paid a play- 
er by a club for the performance of any duty other 
than provided fir in the Uniform Player’s Con- 
tract, must be set forth in the player’s contract; 
and shall be counted toward the club’s monthly 
salary limit—except that the clubs in this League 
may pay not more than two players for bona-fide 
services as drivers of the club‘s bus, a _ total 
monthly payment of not more than $50.00, which 
compensation will not be counted towards the 
monthly salary limit. 


SECTION 2. No club owner, officer, or 
stockholder of any club, manager, agent or any 
person shall make a direct or indirest agreement 
with any player other than that stipulated in the 
formal contract between the club and players, and 
the player shall not receive from any source what- 
ever any amount or sum or other compensation 
than such as is provided for in his formal con- 
tract. 


SECTION 3. Any player who shall show to 
the satisfaction of the President of the League, or 
its Board of Directors, that the terms of its for- 
mal contract are exceeded or violated in any 
manner, whatsoever, whether directly or indirectly, 
by an officer, manager, or member of the club, or 
league shall be declared a free agent and the 
offending club is prohibited from resigning such 
player or acquiring his services during the season 
in which he is released; and any games in which 
such player participates after notification shall 
be forfeited. 
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SECTION 4. Any club exceeding the salary 
limit shall be fined one hundred dollars in addi- 
tion to any fine imposed by the National Associa- 
tion and any club or player guilty of signing a 
false affidavit shall be punished as prescribed by 
the National Association. 

SECTION 5. The President is directed to see 
that the salary limit provided for herein is en- 
forced and to that end, he is authorized and em- 
powered to require any club to present any of its 
books or papers to him at any time that he may 
direct, in order that the facts may be ascertained, 
and the President is further authorized and em- 
powered to summon any player before him or his 
agent to be examined as to the terms of his con- 
tract and the amount that he is receiving from 
the club with which he is playing, both directly 
and/or indirectly. 

SECTION 6. No player shall be allowed to 
participate in any game after the opening of the 
season unless the President of the League has re- 
ceived his contract or has been notified of such 
contract having been made, stating salary. The 
President shall keep a record of all contracts, 
which shall be opened for inspection by all clubs, 
in the League. Each club must forward all of its 
players contracts immediately to the President of 
the National Association to be made a matter of 
record in his office. 

ARTICLE X. 

SECTION 1. For a period of Odays after the 
opening of the scheduled season clubs in the 
league may carry active players of which 
not less than shall be rookies, but thereafter no 
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club in the league may carry more than_l@_ 
players, exclusive of the manager if not a playing 
manager, except for the last.Zdays of the cham- 
pionship season each club may carryf2_additional 
rookies, however, these ookies will not be eligi- 
ble for the play-off. In the_/@ players, shall 
be included not less than4 rookies; (a rookie is a 
player without one year previous professional 
baseball experience? days under control of a 
club or clubs during any one championship sea- 
son, voluntarily retired or ineligible players ex- 
cepted, constitutes one year); imited service 
men and4weterans (as defined by rules of the 
National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues) if club has only_____+-__-__-___or less 
players the number of rookies can be reduced, but 
at no time, (this includes Suspension, Temporary 
Inactive and Disabled List) can a club have over 

imited Service men and}. Veterans. (Note) In 
Articles IX and X we have tried to be guided by 
Article 17, Player Limits and Articles 18, Salary 
Limits of agreement National Association of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Leagues. Everything herein 
shall yield to and be controlled by applicable pro- 
visions of the Agreement National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues. 

SECTION 2. Clubs may after{) days prior to 
close of season have_C/ additional rookies, have 
title to.Y_additional players who are signed to 
contracts for succeeding year, and the title to 
those players shall not count in the player limits 
above mentioned until the opening day of the 
succeeding season of the club holding such title or 
titles. 

SECTION 3. Players whoce contracts have 
been assigned by a Major League club to a Minor 
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League club (optionally, conditionally or outright 
ARE NOT ELIGIBLE to be included in the 
players above referred to. 


SECTION 4. The penalty for violation of any 
of the above sections shall be a fine of from g¢.5 © 


to $Z2£@:0° for each and every offense, and the 
throwing out of the records of any game won by 
any club while playing a player or having a player 
on its roster who doesn’t conform to above re- 
quirements. Any game or games lost must how- 
ever, stand in the records. 


SECTION 5. At the beginning of the cham- 
pionship season, each club shall supply to the 
President a list of all its players, and shall there- 
after to the close of the season notify him prompt- 
ly of all players signed or released or. suspended. 
The penalty for each failure to comply with the 


provisions of this Section shall be a fine of $/00- 


SECTION 6. Any player suspended (on ac- 
count of actual sickness, injury or for an infrac- 
tion of the rules) by any club in this League 
during the championship season, cannot be rein- 
stated by said club until a period of_—_days shall 
have elapsed after notice of such suspension has 
been given the President of the League (on ac- 
count of actual sickness or injury or for an infrac- 
tion of the rules.) 


SECTION 7. No club shall dispose of a player 
to any other club in this League within a period 


of.3@ days prior to the close of the current play- 
ing season, to play during said season. 
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ARTICLE XI. 
SECTION 1. A staff of comiensialiiode num- 
ber shall be selected by the President before the 


opening of the championship season. 

SECTION 2. The umpires shall be under the 
sole direction and control of the President from 
whom they shall receive an assignment of duty, 
and all instructions regarding interpretation of the 
playing rules. The President shall prescribe a pro- 
per uniform for them, all parts of which shall be 
worn when they are acting as umpires. 

SECTION 3. In event of the failure of an um- 
pire to umpire a game assigned to him it shall be 
the duty of the President to provide a substitute 
to umpire said game, and in each case there shall 
be deducted from the next payment to the League 
umpire the sum of $/0-0¢ for each game assigned 
to him which for any reason, other than sickness 
(certified by a reliable physician) he shall have 
failed to umpire. 

SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of each club 
to accept as umpire for any championship game 
such umpire or substitute as the President shall 
assign to such game, and only in the event of 
failure of the umpire so assigned to appear at the 
hour for the beginning of such game, shall the 
duty devolve upon the home club to designate 
from the players of the visiting club on the 
bench and not in the game, one player and from 
the home club, one player, both of whom must be 
accepted as the umpires for the game. The um- 
pire or substitute must report at least an hour 
before the game to the home manager, and should 
he be ill, or for other cause not able to umpire, 
he must so report. 

SECTION 5. Any club refusing to accept an 
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umpire assigned by the President shall be fined 
not less than $/00.0@ . This penalty in addition to 
and independent of any action that may be taken 
under other provisions of this Constitution. 

SECTION 6. Any umpire is subject to removal 
by the President who has full power to fill all 
vacancies. 

SECTION 7. All fines recommended upon any 
club or its players or officials by an umpire, shall 
be reported immediately after the game to the 
manager of the club, and in writing to the 
President of the League. The League President 
shall notify the offending player or club in writing 
requiring payment of fine, he may assess within 
the time he may prescribe. The player will be 
suspended after default until paid andZ®_% pen- 
alty may be added. Umpire has no authority to 
assess fine. 

SECTION 8. Any manager or player who shall 
take hold of an umpire or his clothing to hold 
him or shove him or who shall intentionally step 


on his feet shall be fined $56" by the President 
and removed from the game, in addition to any 
penalty that may apply through National Associa- 
tion channels. 

SECTION 9. Any player, not including man- 
ager, put out of the game by an umpire, after the 
first offense, shall be automatically fined a mini- 
mum of $ for his next offense, and thereafter 
a minimum of $49 for each successive time he 
is removed from the game—and also said player 
is automatically suspended for not less than two 
days for each successive time he is removed from 
the game after the fourth ejection. 
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Any manager, either playing or non-playing, 
put out of the game by an umpire, after the first 
oem shall be automatically fined a minimum of 


¢$ 222 for his next offense, and thereafter a mini- 


mum of $¢ £5, OSfor each successive time he is re- 
moved from the game—and also said manager is 
automatically suspended for not less than_$_days 
for each successive time he is removed from the 
game, after fourth ejection. 


It is understood that when a manager or a 
player is removed from the game for fighting 
(which automatically removes both players if both 
players pass at each other) is is not counted a 
“timeout” in reference to suspensions; although it 
is counted a “time-out” in reference to fines. 

Any player’s or manager’s misconduct after a 
ball game shall be handled by the umpires just as 
if the offense was committed during a game and 
the above penalties shall apply. The umpires must 
notify the player, or manager, that technically 
speaking, he is “out of game.” 

It is understood that the above automatic fines 
and suspensions do not interfere with the Presi- 
dent’s authority and rights to hand out additional 
fines and suspensions for any amount or for any 
number of days for any offense, whether the first 
or otherwise. 


SECTION 10. It shall be the duty of each club 
to furnish officer to conduct an umpire safely to 
his car. 

ARTICLE XII 
SECTION 1. Any manager who permits his 
club to indulge in conduct on the field that is 
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calculated to turn any scheduled game into a farce 


or burlesque shall be fined the sum of $322 O&nd 
any player ie in such conduct shall be 


fined $,! 


SECTION 2. The owner, manager or captain 
of any club, who by his orders causes his team to 
leave the field during progress of a championship 
game shall be fined $300 and 90 days suspension 
maximum. Club shall be fined $1,000. 


SECTION 3. No person shall be allowed on 
any player’s bench during the progress of a cham- 
pnonship game unless a member of club in uniform 
except executives in charge. Neither shall players 
of opposing clubs visit each other’s bench during 
the game. No other person than the above and 
policemen, the ground-keeper, one bat boy for 
each club and one extra boy to look after balls is 
allowed within the enclosure of playing field. This 
rule applies to anyone vending soft drinks, or 
anything else after commencement of game, ex- 
cept in case of an over-flow crowd. 


SECTION 4. All clubs are required to be 
fully uniformed. 

SECTION 5. Any club failing to present its 
nine at a time and place scheduled for a cham- 
pionship game unless caused by unfavorable acy 
dent in traveling shall be fined the sum of 
in addition to any other fine herein provided, 
which shall be paid by the offending club to the 
President of the League for the benefit of the 
club with which said game was scheduled. 

SECTION 6. Any club reimbursing players or 
paying fines of players for fines imposed by 
the President of the League, shall be subject to a 
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penalty to be paid to the League of an amount 
double the sum of the fine so paid or reimbursed. 

SECTION 7. The umpires shall require all 
players making the last play out, or last handling 
of the ball in play when the game ends, to return 
the ball to him, and the umpire shall return the 
ball to the home club. Any player failing or re- 
fusing to comply. with this order shall be fined 


the sum of $£_—_for the benefit of the home club 


SECTION 8. Each club shall furnish their own 
practice and warm-up balls. 


SECTION 9. The President shall appoint the 
person to act as official scorer in each city, who 
shall immediately after each game call collect, 
inning-by-inning results and highlights to any 
newspaper requesting such results. It also, shall 
be mandatory that each such official scorer mail 
copy of box scores to the official statiscian. The 
president has the sole right to appoint official 
scorers and remove same on account of incom- 
pentency or failure to promptly and properly per- 
form their duties. 

SECTION 10. Appreciation nights or games to 
be played for the benefit of the players are pro- 
hibited as per National Association rule. 

ARTICLE XIII. 


SECTION 1. The President of the League shall 
investigate, determine and settle disputes between 
clubs, subject to the rules of the National Asso- 
ciation and this Constutution and his findings shall 
be final. However, the Board of Directors may 
over-rule the decision of the President by a unani- 
mous vote by mail when a written statement is 
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submitted to the President and by him transmitted 
ea each member of the Board. 


SECTION 2. The President shall at once con- 
sider any complaint preferred by a club against a 
manager or player of another club (prior to the 
expiration of the championship season) for con- 
duct in violation of any provisions of this Consti- 
tution prejudicial to the good repute of the game of 
baseball; and shall have power to fine, or sus- 
pend or expel such player or manager, provided 
that such complaint is preferred in writing giving 
such particulars as may enable the President to 
ascertain all the facts. 


SECTION 3. In case a player shall during a 
current season prefer a complaint in writing to the 
President of the League against the club employ- 
ing him, alleging that such club is in errears to 
him for salary for more than thirty days after 
such salary became due, the President shall at 
once transmit to the said club a copy of such 
complaint and require an answer thereto. If on 
receipt of such answer or if one week shall have 
elapsed without the receipt of such answer, the 
President shall find the player’s complaint sustain- 
ed, he shall require the club, under penalty of 
forfeiture of membership, to pay the player forth- 
with the full amount ascertaned to be due him; 
provided that should the player refuse to serve 
the club, pending action by the President on his 
complaint, he will thereby forfeit the benefit of 
the award, and in such case the President shall 
revoke the award. 


SECTION 4. Any player who shall have been 
expelled, suspended or disciplined by a club may, 
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within thirty days after the date of expulsion, 
suspension or discipline, file with the President a 
written statement of his defense, accompained by 
a request that an appeal may be allowed him. 
The President shall notify the club of the request 
for an appeal, accompaning such notice with a 
copy of the appeal, and at the next annual meet- 
ing, the club, by its duly authorized representa- 
tives, and the applicants in person, by attorney, 
or by written statement, shall appear before the 
Board of Directors with their testimony. The Board 
of Directors shall impartially hear the matter and 
render their decision, which shall be final and 
forever binding on both club and player. 


SECTION 5. No director shall sit in trial of a 
case in which his club is interested. 


SECTION 6. Any expense of trials or arbi- 
tration shall be borne by the parties adjudged to 
be at fault. 


ARTICLE XIV. 

SECTION 1. This League shall use the play- 
ing rules of the National Association of Profession- 
al Baseball Leagues and any rules the League may 
adopt as long as they do not conflict with the 
National Association. 


SECTION 2. The dates of the championship 
season shall be determined by the Board of Di- 
rectors. 

SECTION 3. Every game played between two 
clubs from the commencement to the conclusion of 
the championship season shall be a championship 
game. 
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SECTION 4. All championship games shall 
be arranged in a written schedule to be adopted 
by a majority vote of the entire Board of Direc- 
tors, before the opening of the season. The sched- 
ule shall be provided for an equal number of home 
games and road games where practicable and 
specify the date of each game and of each series 
of games. All scheduled games shall be played in 
the event a home team has no more scheduled 
games, and has postponed games with a visiting 
team. These games or game shall be played in the 
visiting team’s park with the gate split 40-60 after 
taxes, 60% going to team where game is played. 
No game shall be transferred except by the ap- 
proval of the League President. 

SECTION 5. No club shall play more than one 
League club on any date. 

SECTION 6. No club shall play more than 
two games on any date. 

SECTION 7. The club which shall have won 
the greatest percentage of games in the champion- 
ship series shall be declared the champion club in 
the League for the season in which such games 
were played. In the event that two clubs are tied 
for first place at the close of the regular cham- 
pionship season, one game between these two clubs 
shall be played the day following the closing of 
the regular championship season, site to be de- 
termined by toss of coin, and the game so played 
shall be included in the championship record, and 
counted in determining the award of the cham- 
pionship and the final position of said two teams. 
In such case the provisions of this Constutution 
prohibiting the playing or recording games played 
after the expiration of the championship season 
shall have no effect as to such extra champion- 
ship game. The emblem of the championship shall 
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be apennant. It shall be inscribed with the motto: 
“Champion Baseball Club of the Alabama-Florida 
League,” with the name of the club and the year 
in which the title was won, and the champion 
club shall be entitled to fly the pennant until the 
close of the ensuing year. 

SECTION 8. The championship shall be de- 
cided in the following manner, after every home 
game played for the championship, the official 
scorer for each city shall prepare and forward to 
the Secretary of the League a statement containing 
the full score of the game, according to the system 
specified in the playing rules, the date and the 
place where played, the name of the clubs and 
umpires; provided, that no tie or drawn game shall 
be considered a game for any purpose except the 
averages. 

At the close of the season the Secretary shall 
prepare a tabular statement of the games won and 
lost by each club according to the statement so 
sent him, which statement shall be sole evidence 
in the matter, and submit the same, with the state- 
ment so sent him, to the Board of Directors, who 
shall make the award in writing and report the 
same to the League at its Fall meeting. 

In making the award the Board shall con- 
sider: 

(1) The tabular statement of the Secretary. 

(2) Forfeited games. 

(3) Games participated in by clubs which have 
withdrawn, disbanded or forfeited their member- 
ship without completing their championship series 
with all other League clubs; such games shall be 
counted to the following extent: The Board of Di- 
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rectors shall ascertain the least number of cham- 
pionship games played by such defaulting club 
with any club remaining in the League and shall 
from the first game participated in during the 
championship series by such retired club, count in 
the series of each club a similar number of games, 
and all other games participated in by such retired 
club shall not be counted in the championship 
series; provided, that if such retired clubs shall 
have failed to play at least one championship 
game with every League club, all games partici- 
pated in by it shall be thrown out entirely. 

SECTION 9. All home clubs shall be required 
to furnish dressing rooms with showers free of 
charge to visiting clubs. 

SECTION 10. In the event of a game being 
stopped for any cause before the completion of 
four and one-half innings the home club shall 
issue rain checks good for next game at home. 

SECTION 11. No championship game shall be 
played with any ball other than the official ball 
as adopted by this League. 

SECTION 12. The home club must use every 
facility in its possession to protect the grounds 
from rain. 

SECTION 13. (a) A game may be protested, 
providing the protest be based upon a violation of 
the Constitution, By-Laws or Rules of the League 
or upon an umpire’s misinterpretation of or failure 
to comply with, apply and enforce the Official 
Playing Rules. No protest shall be condisered 
that involves only accuracy of a play or other mat- 
ter of fact, and not a point of rules. 

(b) Immediately upon the happening of the 
event, or the arising of the question upon which 
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the protest is based, and before play is resumed, 
the protesting club’s manager or captain must give 
the umpire-in-chief and the manager, or captain 
of the opposing club notice of the protest, briefly 


stating the cause for the protest. The umpire-in- . 


chief must immediately announce to the press box 
that the game is being played under protest. When 
a game is protested it must be confirmed in writ- 
ing before the team leaves the field. Within 24 
hours after the completion of the game, the pro- 
testing club shall mail to the President of this 
league its statements of the basis of the protest 
with all evidence and argument the club may de- 
sire to have considered but upon request of the 
protesting club additional time reasonably required 
of not more than five days from the date of the 
protested game may be allowed in writing by the 
President of the League to the protesting club 
within which to file evidence and argument in 
support of its protest. All protests must be ac- 
companied by check for $5.00 which will be re- 
turned to the protesting club if the protest is 
granted by the President. If he deem is necessary 
or if the opposing club requests, the President may 
allow in writing such opposing club not exceeding 
five days, from receipt of copy of the evidence 
and argument in support of the protest, in which 
to file counter evidence and argument. As prompt- 
ly as possible thereafter the president shall decide 
such protest. Either club may appeal from the 
President’s decision within 48 hours to Board of 
Directors, which shall decide such appeal as 
promptly as possible by majority vote of all 
Directors, and their decision shall be final. Such 
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appeal must be accompanied by additional check 
for $5.00 which will be returned to the appealing 
club if its appeal is upheld by the Board of Di- 
rectors. The President of the League shall furn- 
ish to clubs copies of all evidence and argument 
submitted by the club or clubs at issue, and within 
five days after receipt of such copy the clubs, 
except the club or clubs involved in the contro- 
versary, Shall register with the President of the 
League their vote on such appeal. The President 
of the League shall assess against and collect from 
any club or clubs for failing or refusing to cast a 
vote for or against the appeal, within the time 
limit specified, the sum of $5.00. If the protesting 
club fails to complete the game as directed by the 
umpire, or to file said check, statement and evi- 
dence as above provided, the protest shall be null 
and void, and shall not be considered either by 
the President or by the Board of Directors. 


(c) The decision of the President or the Board 
of Directors may require that the protested game 
be replayed, on a date to be fixed by the decision, 
play beginning with the same players if possible, 
exclusive of pitcher, as at the time of protest, and 
under the same conditions as to number of innings 
to be played, number of outs, players on base, ball 
and strikes called, etc., or to make such other dis- 
position of the protest as the facts, in the opinion 
of the President, or the Board of Directors may 
warrant. 


SECTION 14. Inter-League series may be ar- 
ranged between this League and other Leagues 
each season, to begin not later than three days fol- 
lowing the close of this League season. Such se- 
ries shall be held strictly under the rules of the 
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National Association and under a Board of Control 
selected by said Association. The date of said 
series and the details governing same to be agreed 
upon in writing between the Presidents of the 
contending Leagues at a date not later than Sep- 
tember Ist of each year. 


SECTION 15. No club shall directly or in- 
directly pay to any player any bonus for an 
Inter-League Post-Series other than his regular 
salary and the share of the Post-Series proceeds 
to which he may be entitled as a member of one 
of the contesting clubs in said series. Any club 
violating this provision shall be fined the sum of 
$500.00. 


SECTION 16. The first game of any double- 
header (either night or day) will be designated as 
a seven (7) inning game, and the second game 
will be designated as a nine (9) inning game. 
Night doubleheaders will be allowed, provided the 
first game starts not earlier than 6 p. m. and not 
later than 7 p.m. It is understood that any game 
started not earlier than 6 p. m. is a night game, 
and that the lights must be turned on when re- 
quested by the Umpire-In-Chief, and it is also 
understood that it is a day game if same starts 
earlier than 6 p. m. (lights cannot be turned on 
for completion of a day game.) If first game of 
scheduled night doubleheader is postponed on ac- 
count of rain, the home club has the right and 
privilege to announce and play a single game that 
night. Any scheduled double-header or postponed 
game may be played as a day and night game, on 
option of the home club. The visiting club shall 
be given twenty-four (24) hours notice prior to 
starting of game. 
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SECTION 17. When a game is called off on 
account of rain before the completion of four and 
one-half innings, or postponed for any other cause 
whatever such game must be played off as a dou- 
ble-header during the next week day meeting of 
the two clubs in the park of the postponed game 
provided however, if there be only one more meet- 
ing of the clubs in such park and that should be 
on Sunday two games must be played at that 
meeting. 

ARTICLE XV. 

SECTION 1. The clubs finishing the regular 
championship season in first, second, third and 
fourth place shall enter a playoff series to be 
known as the “President’s Cup Series” which 
shall be played under the following rules and 
regulations: 

SECTION 2. The club finishing the regular 
championship season in first place and the club 
finishing the regular championship season in 
third place shall enter a play-off series consisting 
of as many games as may be necessary for one 
club to win four games and the club winning four 
games shall be declared the winner of the series. 
The clubs finishing the regular championship sea- 
son in second and fourth place shall enter a play- 
off series running concurrently with the series be- 
tween the first and third place clubs and consist- 
ing of as many games as may be necessary for 
one club to win four games and the club so 
winning four games shall be declared the winner 
of the series. 

The winning clubs in the two series thus pro- 
vided shall enter a final play-off series consisting 
of as many games as may be necessary for one 
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club to win four games and the club so winning 
four games in said final play-off series shall be 
declared the winner of the “President’s Cup Se- 
ries” and shall be awarded a suitable cup to be 
sponsored by the League. 


SECTION 3. In the event of a tie for either 
first, second, third or fourth place at the close of 
the regular season, one game to determine final 
position shall be played, between the clubs so 
tied, on the day following the close of the regular 
championship season, site to be determined by 
toss of coin. 


SECTION 4. In all instances, the club finish- 
ing with the highest percentage shall have the 
privilege of choosing the site of the first game, the 
next to be played in the city of the opposing club, 
or as otherwise mutually agreed upon by the 
contesting clubs. In event a seventh game is 
necessary the city having the best attendance dur- 
ing the series will be awarded the site for the 
seventh game. 


SECTION 5. The first game of the final play- 
off shall be played in the city of the contesting 
club which finishes the regular championship sea- 
son with the highest percentage; the second game 
shall be played in the city of the opposing club, 
or as mutually agreed upon by the two contest- 
ing clubs. The remaining games shall be played in 
single game series alternating between the two 
cities, or as otherwise mutually agreed upon by 
the two contesting clubs, except should a seventh 
game be necessary the city having the best at- 
tendance during the final play-off series will be 
awarded the site for the seventh game. 
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SECTION 6. A tie game or a game postponed 
because of rain or other legal cause, or called be- 
fore it becomes a regulation game, in either the 
semi-final play-off or final play-off series, shall, 
unless the schedule provide to the contrary, be 
played off upon the same grounds for which it was 
scheduled, before the succeeding game shall be 
played, and the dates assigned for the subsequent 
games shall thereupon be moved forward. 

SECTION 7. The post-season series in this 
League is hereby declared to be part of the 
regular season’s schedule and the player’s and 
umpire’s contracts are extended to cover the 
series. 

SECTION 8. A player to be eligible to partici- 
pate in the play-off series must have been on the 
active roster (except as provided by Section 4, 
Article 10) 20 days prior to close of championship 
season. 

SECTION 9. Each club shall furnish the 
League President a written report of its complete 
roster of players as of noon, 20 days prior to close 
of championship season. 

SECTION 10. The scale of prices of any play- 
off series shall be arranged by the President and 
the representatives of the clubs concerned. The 
division of the gross receipts shall be as follows: 
10 per cent to the League sinking fund, the home 
club to keep the rest. If there is an odd game 
the League gets 10 per cent; home club 10 per 
cent, and the rest to be divided equally between 
the two clubs, subject of course to existing Na- 
tional Association rules, applicable to play-off re- 
ceipts. 
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SECTION 11. The expense of any play-off 
such as the umpires salaries, and expenses of the 
President and/or Secretary shall be deducted from 
the League’s 10 per cent of play-off receipts. Each 
club shall bear its own expenses including pur- 
chase of tickets and the home club in each game 
shall bear all expenses of grounds, ticket sale and 
other expenses incidental to each game. 


SECTION 12. The team winning first place in 
the regular season shall be declared League 
champions. 


SECTION 13. Post-season games during play- 
off prohibited. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


SECTION 1. The decision as to whether a 
regularly scheduled game of the championship 
season shall be played in the afternoon or at 
night rests entirely with the home club. However, 
should a club elect to change from day to night, 
or vice versa, such club is required to notify the 
visiting club and the President of the League at 
least twenty-four hours prior to game time. 

SECTION 2. During the execution of a play 
should the lights go out before the play is com- 
pleted the umpire is to be the sole judge as to 
where play is to be resumed. 

SECTION 3. The same rules will govern in 
case of the lights going out in a night game as 
apply to rained out games. 


ARTICLE XVII. 


SECTION 1. The annual meeting of the 
League shall be held as early as practicable, in the 
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discretion of the President, after the close of the 
championship season, and on or before February 
Ist, of each year at such time and place as the 
President may name. 


SECTION 2. Special meeting shall be called at 
his option by the President or upon the written 
call of a majority of the Board of Directors. 


SECTION 3. The Board of Directors may, 
upon a majority vote of its members, elect to go 
into executive session for the transaction of any 
of its business. 


SECTION 4. A majority of the Board of Di- 
rectors shall constitute a quorum for the transac- 
tion of business, but a less number may adjourn 
from time to time until a quorum is obtained. 


SECTION 5. The constitution may be altered 
or amended by majority vote of the entire Board 
of Directors at an annual meeting of the Board 
of Directors. Any section of this Constitution may 
be suspended for the season or amended by a 
unanimous vote between annual meetings, and not 
otherwise. Said votes may be cast by wire, mail 
or at Board of Directors meetings as the President 
of the League may direct. 


SECTION 6. Order of business, unless sus- 
pended by a majority of vote of the club mem- 
bers shall be: (1) Reading minutes of previous 
session. (2) Report of Board of Directors. (3) Re- 
port of Committees. (4) Election of new members. 
(5) Amendments of the Constitution. (6) Election 
of Officers. (7) New business. 
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ALL-STAR GAME 
The team leading the league the morning of 


8 will play in its park a team of stars 
from the other five teams. This shall be known 
as the All-Star Game and will be played at night 
onwv . The same division of gate receipts 
will be made as for North-South game. If game is 
postponed due to rain or other causes it will be 
played the next night and games scheduled for 
that night will be transferred to end of season. 
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CONSTITUTION 
NAME 


This Association shall be known as the “AMERICAN AS- 
SOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS.” 
The Association was organized in 1901, with the first playing 
year being 1902. it has operated continuously as an eight- 
club league with only the following changes in its charter 
membership: the Toledo club operated in Cleveland in 1914 
and 1915; the Toledo franchise was transferred to Charles- 
ton, West Virginia on June 23, 1952; the Milwaukee franchise 
was transferred to Toledo on March 18, 1953; on November 
29, 1954, the Kansas City franchise was transferred to 
Denver, Colorado; on December 17, 1954 the Columbus fran- 
chise was transferred to Omaha, Nebraska; and on December 
1, 1955, the Toledo franchise was transferred to Wichita, 


Kansas. 
OBJECTS 


The objects of this Association are: 


1. To perpetuate baseball as the National Game of the 
United States. 

2. To merit and maintain absolute public confidence in the 
integrity and methods of professional baseball as pre- 
sented by this Association. 

3. To promote and protect the mutual interests of pro- 
fessional] baseball clubs and players. 


4. To establish and regulate the annual championship 
basebail games of this Association, and baseball games 
of its members with each other and with other baseball 
clubs. 


MEMBERSHIP: RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 


Circuit 


Sec. 1—This Association shall consist of eight members, each of which 


shall be owned by an individual, a partnership or a Cor- 
poration, conducting a professional baseball club in the 
following cities; Charleston, West Virginia; Denver, 
Colorado; Indianapolis, Indiana; Louisville, Kentucky; Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota: Omaha, Nebraska; St. Paul, Minne- 
sota; and Wichita, Kansas, and in such other city or cities 
as this Association acting pursuant to this constitution or 
any amendment thereof, may from time to time determine; 
provided, however, that, except by unanimous agreement of 
the then existing membership of this Association, there shall 
never be more than one club in any city, nor more nor less 
than eight clubs in this Association. 


Duration of Franchise 


See. 2—Each Club’s franchise or right of membership in this Associa- 
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tion shall be for a period of seventy-five years. 
No Member to Be Interested in Another Member 

No member of this Association, either by itself or through 
any officer, stockholders or agents, shall be or become in- 
terested, directly or indirectly, by any means whatsoever, in 
the ownership, control, conduct or operation of any other 
member, and no person shall be, directly or indirectly a stock- 
holder or officer of more than one member of this Association. 


Loans by One Member to Another 


Sec. 4—No member of this Association, either by itself or through 
any officer, stockholder or agent, shall loan money to any 
other member or person holding ten per cent (10%) or more 
of the stock of any other member, unless, prior thereto, all 
facts pertaining to such a loan and to any security therefor 
shall be fully disclosed to this Association, and this Associa- 
tion by a two-thirds vote of its membership (exclusive of the 
two clubs interested, or whose stockholders are interested, in 
such loan) shall consent to the loan. 

Players and Managers, Stock Ownership and Loans 

Sec. 5—(a) No player or Manager shall be or become a stockholder 
of any member of this Association other than his own club. 
If a player or Manager holding stock in one member of this 
Association shall be transferred to or join any other member 
of this Association, he shall, while such stock is retained 
directly or indirectly, be ineligible to play or manage in this 
Association 
(b) No member or officer or any person acting for them 
shall loan money, extend credit, become surety or otherwise 
obligate themselves in any manner to or for any player, man- 
ager or employee of any other member of this Association or 
umpire thereof unless prior thereto all facts pertaining shall 
be fully disclosed to the Association or its Board of Directors 
and the action approved by two-thirds vote of the Association 
or the Board of Directors exclusive of the members so acting. 

Members Control Own Affairs 

Sec. 6-—--Each member shall have full and complete control over its 
internal corporate affairs and property, its officers, em- 
ployees and players, except as its rights, duties and obliga- 
tions are or may be fixed or limited by the Constitution, 
By-Laws and rules of this Association, by any agreement to 
which this Association may be party, or by any legislation 
or rules made or adopted pursuant thereto. 

Performance Bond 

Sec. 7—On or before the Sunday immediately preceding the opening 
of the Annual National Association Convention each member 
shall post a $25,000.00 Performance Bond with the league 
office. 


Sec. 3 





Territorial Rights 
Sec. 8—Each member shall have exclusive territorial rights in the 
city in which it is located and within ten miles of that city’s 
corporate limits, except that the members of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul may play anywhere within the corporate limits of 
their respective cities. 
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Change in Location 


9—No member shall change its location to any other city unless 
authorized by the affirmative vote of at least five other mem- 
bers of this Association, at an annual or special meeting of 
this Association, following at least thirty days notice by such 
member of its desire to change its location to another city. 
However, in an emergency due to loss of its grounds or 
stands, or other inability to play in its city, a member, by the 
affirmative vote of four other members, may be authorized 
to operate temporarily, not exceeding one season, in another 
city or as a traveling club. 


Art. 4 | ASSIGNMENT OF MEMBERSHIP 


Sec. 


Sec. 


1—An application shall be made by any prospective purchaser 
of a franchise for membership in this Association, which ap- 
plication shall be joined in by the Assignor thereof. Notice 
shall forthwith be given to other members of the Association 
and this applicant shall, upon signing and undertaking to be 
bound by the Constitution and By-Laws become a member 
unless within twenty days after said application the members 
shall in writing request the President to demand the purchase 
price and terms of the proposed sale. In that event and within 
twenty days the League shall have the right if it deems it 
desirable and by vote of six members can authorize the 
purchase of the franchise and the attendant assets upon the 
same terms and price as that specified in the proposed sale. 
No sale shall be made by any member of said franchise 
without complying with this provision. 


+, 2—Upon such franchise assignment the Assignee shall take the 


standing and percentage of the Assignor in any season’s 
contest and shall play all scheduled games of the Assignor 
except as the Board of Directors of this Association may 
otherwise order. 


. 3—Association funds, including its reserve fund, may be used for 


the purchase of a franchise, assets or corporation now a 
member of this Association when six members shall vote 
therefor and after such purchase if a majority shall vote to 
operate the club (either in the city in which it is then located 
or in some other city or as a traveling club) as a majority of 
the members may decide until the Association shall have 
transferred the rights and property of stock so acquired 
which transfer shall be made as soon as practicable and upon 
such terms and conditions as the Association by an affirma- 
tive vote of five members may decide. A majority vote of 
the Association or of the Board of Directors shall be required 
upon all matters connected with the operation of the club 
during the Association’s ownership of it. 

4—If the Association’s fund be insufficient for the purchase of 
and operation of the club, the Association by a vote of six 
members may borrow funds deemed necessary therefor and 
upon such terms and security as the Association may decide. 
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| FORFEITURE OF MEMBERSHIP 


Causes 


Sec. 1—This Association may terminate the membership of any Club 
and forfeit to this Association such Club’s franchise, certifi- 
cate of membership and player contracts and reservations, 
for the causes following: 


(1) 


(3) 


(4) 


(6) 


Willful violation of the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules 
of this Association, of any agreement to which this As- 
sociation then may be party, or of any agreement, playing 
rules or other rules made or adopted pursuant thereto. 
Violation of a playing rule or other rule by a player or 
employee shall not be cause for forfeiture of membership 
unless the club directed or caused such violation, or un- 
less such violation is persisted in after notice to the club. 


Failure to fulfill its contractural obligation, or to fulfill 
any obligation to this Association, or any member there- 
of, or to any organization (or member thereof) party to 
any agreement to which this Association then may be 
purty. 


Failure to obey and fulfill any lawful order, award or 
decision of the Board of Directors of this Association, 
or of any baseball authority upon whom any agreement 
binding upon this Association shall have conferred juris- 
diction. 


Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to fix the 
result of any baseball game, or to induce misconduct by 
eny payer or official in connection with any baseball 
g. me. 


F.ilure to expel immediately any player, manager, em- 
ploye or officers who shall have been found guilty by a 
court, or by baseball authority having jurisdiction of such 
offense, of offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting 
to fix the result of any baseball game, or of inducing 
misconduct by any player or official in connection with 
any baseball game, or found to have been interested in or 
connected with the placing of a bet upon a baseball game 
in respect of which he has any duty to perform, or made 
with knowledge that an attempt has been made, or is in- 
tended to be made, to fix the result of such game, or the 
conduct of a player, manager or official with regard 
thereto. 


Retention of any player under contract or reservation 
with eny other member of this Association, or with any 
members of the National Association, or of the National 
League or American League, after notice of such player’s 
status has been communicated to the club by the Presi- 
dent or Board of Directors of this Association, or by 
other competent baseball authority; or employment in 
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any capacity of any person known to be on any ineligible 
or disbarred list, or to have been released for conduct 
detrimental to baseball. 


ub (7) Playing a baseball game with a club or team of whose 
fi- disqualification or ineligibility notice has been given to 
ns, the club by the President or the Board of Directors of 
this Association, or by other competent baseball authority. 

les (8) Failure to take such reasonable action as may be directed 
\s- by the President or the Board of Directors of this Associ- 
ng ation, or other competent baseball authority, or by any 
to. public authority, to prohibit and prevent betting or 
or gambling of any description upon its grounds or other 
Alp property owned or used by it in connection with the 
<4 playing of baseball games. 
ub. 

; (9) Disbandment of its organization or of its baseball team 
fill during a championship season of this Association, or 
ex within sixty days prior thereto. 

0 

be (10) Failure to present its team at the time and place fixed, 


and properly equipped, to play any baseball game which 
this Association has scheduled or directed to be played, 


or unless due to unavoidable accident or other cause beyond 
on, the member’s control, or in connection with which the 
ent member has exercised reasonable care. 

ris- 


(11) Failure to provide and maintain suitable grounds, includ- 
ing necessary accommodations for spectators, for the 


the playing of baseball games scheduled by this Association, 
by unless due to a cause beyond the member’s control. 
a 


(12) Any cause which prevents the club from functioning 
properly as a member of this Association or which pre- 


2m- vents this Association from functioning properly with 
ya such club holding membership. Any forfeiture exacted, 
uch under paragraph 12, hereof will not take place except by 
Ing the affirmative vote of all the members of this Associa- 
ae tion excepting the vote of the club complained of. 

yit 

1 or 

ime Procedure 

ade 

in- See. 2 -Before the membership of a club may be forfeited, as above 
the set forth, a written specification of the alleged cause for 
ard forfeiture shall be sent to such club, by registered mail, and 


such club be required to file in writing its answers thereto 
within such time, not less than ten days nor more than thirty 


tion days as the Board of Directors of this Association may order. 

an 

a Sec. 3-—Promptly upon receipt of such answer, or upon failure of the 
er’s defendant club to file such answer within the time limited 

esi- therefore, a special meeting of this Association shall be called 
by to hear and decide the issues involved, and to determine 

in whether a forfeiture of such membership or other penalty 


shall be declared. 
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Sec. 4—Notice of the time and place of such special meeting and a 
copy of the charges and answers, shall be sent by registered 
mail, not less than ten days prior to the date of such special 
meeting, to each member of this Association, including the 
defendant club. 


Hearing 


Sec. 5—The hearing shall be held in accordance with the by-laws and 
rules of this Association, and such other rules and regulations 
as the Board of Directors may prescribe. Such rules shall 
always recognize the right of the defendant club to be repre- 
sented by its officers and counsel, and to present evidence 
and argument material to the matters and issues involved. 


Sec. 6—In lieu of forfeiture of membership, this Association may, by 
a vote of seven members, the interested club not voting, im- 
pose a fine or other penalty, commensurate to the act, default, 
or offense committed and calculated to prevent its repetition 
and in this event, in addition to such fine or other penalty, 
this Association shall also award and direct reasonable and 
adequate compensation (or if not exactly ascertainable then 
a reasonable penalty) to be paid by the defendant club to any 
person, club or organization this Association may find to have 
been injured or damaged by the act, default or offense of the 
defendant club, its officers, employes or agents. This is in 
place of forfeiture but the maximum penalty which may be 
imposed in any case shall not exceed $5,000.00. 


Sec. 7—Seven members of this Association must concur in the find- 
ings and decision, if forfeiture be declared; and six members 
must concur in the finding and decision if a fine or other 
penalty, and compensation to an injured party, be declared. 


Rights After Forfeiture 


Sec. 8—If forfeiture be declared, the forfeiting club shall be con- 
clusively deemed to have forfeited to this Association its 
franchise and certificate of membership in this Association 
and its players, contracts and reservations, and this Associa- 
ation shall have full and complete title thereto and may use 
and/or dispose of the same, as absolutely discharged from 
any claim or interest of the forfeiting club therein, in such 
manner, upon such terms, and to such transferees as this 
Association shall see fit, without notice to the forfeiting club 
or others Any consideration received by this Association for 
transfer of such franchise and membership certificate shall 
be retained by this Association and the forfeiting club shall 
have no right, claim or interest therein; but any consideration 
received for transfer of player contracts or reservations after 
first deducting all costs, attorney’s fees, and all other ex- 
penses incurred in the forfeiture proceedings and hearing, 
and in connection with such player transfers, or incidental 
thereto or resulting therefrom, shall be paid over to the for- 
feiting club upon its executing a release of all claims. Pend- 
ing any such transfer of the forfeited franchise, or of such 
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player contracts or reservations, this Association may use the 
same and exercise the same rights as the forfeiting club 
might have exercised thereunder but for such forfeiture, 
without notice to and without any compensation or obliga- 
tions whatsoever to the forfeiting club. 


Art. 6 | MEMBERSHIP OF VACANCIES | 


Application for Membership 


Sec. 1—If a vacaney occurs in the membership of this Association, 
applicants for admission to membership shall file with 


the President 


of this Association written application 


in such form and manner, and accompanied by a lst of all 
prospective stockholders and such documents, appraisals, 
audits and other data as the Board of Directors of this 
Association may require. A copy of all such applications shall 
be sent by registered mail to each club then holding member- 
ship in this Association. 


Temporary Membership 


Sec. 2—The Board of Directors may order that the filling of the 
vacancy shall be held in abeyance until the next annual meet- 
ing of this Association, and that meanwhile a vote shall be 
taken (either by mail or telegraph, or by written ballot at a 
special meeting, as the Board of Directors may order) in 
regard to the completion of the current season by a temporary 
club, operated (either in the city in which the vacancy exists, 
or in some other city, or as a traveling team) by this As- 
sociation or by such person, association, or corporation as this 
Association may approve. If such temporary operation be 
authorized by vote of five members of this Association in 
favor thereof, the temporary club shall take the standing and 
percentage of the vacant member in the current season’s 
championship contest and shall play all its scheduled games, 
except as the Board of Directors might otherwise order. 
During the period of such temporary operation, the constitu- 
tion, by-laws and rules of this Association shal] apply to such 


temporary club. 


Sec. 3 





Vote 


The vote upon admission to a forfeited membership whether 


or not a temporary club has been operated as aforesaid, shal! 
be by written ballot, by its president, secretary, or other 
authorized representative at the meeting at which the vote is 
taken. The affirmative vote of five members shall be required 
for admission. No person shall become a member of the As- 
sociation until he has first undertaken in writing to be bound 
by the provisions of this constitution. 


Rights of a New Member 


Sec. 4—Upon admission, the new member shall have the same rights, 
duties and obligations of membership as if originally a party 


to this compact. 
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Art. 7 | MEETINGS | 


Annual Meeting 


Sec. 1—The Association President shall select the time and place of 
the annual meeting. 


Special Meetings 


Sec. 2—Special meeting of this Association may be called by the 
President or Board of Directors whenever deemed desirable, 
and shall be called upon written request of five members of 
this Association, such call to state the names of the members 
requesting the meeting and the business to be transacted. No 
business other than that expressly stated in the call of any 
special meeting shall be transacted at such meeting, except 
by unanimous consent of all members of this Association. 


Notice 


Sec. 3—Notice of all meetings of this Association shall be given to 
each member by mail at least ten days before such meeting, 
or by telegraph at least five days before such meeting. Such 
notice shall briefly state the time, place and purposes of the 
meeting. The giving of such notice may be waived in writing 
by any member. Failure to give such notice, or any defect or 
irregularity therein, shall not affect or invalidate any meet- 
ing, or any proceedings or action at such meeting, so far as 
members who have waived notice or who are represented at 
such meeting are concerned. 


Club Representation 


Sec. 4—At all meetings of this Association, with the exception of the 
scheduled meeting, each member shal] be entitled to be repre- 
sented by its President or someone designated by him who 
must be an officer or stockholder of said member of the As- 
sociation. 

Proxy 





Sec. 5—A member may be represented at any meeting of this Associ- 
ation by proxy given to another member of this Association, 
if a certificate of appointment of such proxy signed by an 
officer of such member, shall be filed with the President of 
this Association, before or when the meeting shall be called 
to order. 


Quorum 


Sec. 6—A representation of a majority of clubs holding membership 
in this Association shall constitute a quorum for the transac- 
tion of business at any meeting of this Association. Until a 
quorum is obtained at a meeting, adjourned meeting, or 
adjourned session thereof, a less number may adjourn from 
time to time, without notice other than by announcement at 
the time of adjournment. A quorum may be maintained by 
locking the doors of the meeting room, the appointment of 
doorkeepers and such other proceedings as parliamentary 
bodies use to maintain a quorum and to dispatch business. 
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Transaction of Business 


Sec. 7—(a) The following shall be the order of business at meetings 


of this Association unless suspended by majority vote of the 
members represented: 


1. Call to order. 

2. Presentation and filing of proxies. 

3. Reading of minutes of preceding meeting, and action 
thereon. 

4. Reports of the Directors, Officers and Commitiees, and 
action thereon. 

5. Amendment of constitution, by-laws and rules. 

6. Election of new members, including assent to mem- 
bership assignments. 

7. Election of Directors and Officers. 

8. Unfinished business. 

9. New business. 

0. Adjournment. 


(b) Roberts’ Rules of Order—Revised shall govern proceed- 
ings of this Association, except as otherwise provided in the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this Association with 
regard to any particular matters, and except as suspended 
during any particular meeting by a majority vote of the 
members represented. 


Voting 


Sec. 8—Each member, regardless of how many representatives it may 


have at any meeting of this Association, shall have only one 
vote. Upon demand of any member, the vote upon any ques- 
tion before the meeting shall be by written ballot. 


Mail Vote 


Sec. 9—Matters may be submitted to the members for mail vote. In 


order that decision necessary to be rendered by the Associa- 
tion President be made within a reasonable period (in some 
instances within the time limit as prescribed by the National 
Association rules) and a club fails to respond to a request 
for a vote within seven (7) days of the date of such request, 
on a proposal made by the league office, or by the clubs via 
the league office, or by the President of the National Associa- 
tion, the league President will assume that such club is 
voting in the affirmative. 


Official Business 


Sec. 10—Except as the Association may otherwise order, no person 


other than the President of the Association shall give out any 
information regarding matters considered or transacted at 
meetings of this Association, or any business of the Associa- 
tion not exclusively the concern of the person or club giving 
such information. 
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Art. 8 | MEMBERSHIP — BOARD OF DIRECTORS | 


Membership 


Sec. 1—The Board of Directors shall consist of the President of each 
member of this Association, and the President of this Associa- 
tion shall be chairman ex officio of the Board. 


Qualifications 


Sec. 2—The President of each member shall be its representative on 
the Board of Directors, unless the member shall designate 
some other executive official. In all cases, such representative 
must be an official, director or stockholder, and an actual 
owner in his own right of stock in the club he represents, and 
if he shall cease to have these qualifications at any time, or 
if his club shall cease to be a member of this Association, his 
directorship shall immediately terminate, ipso facto. 


Vacancies 

Sec. 3—If a vacancy results from the withdrawal of a member or 
forfeiture of a franchise, the Board of Directors may permit 
such vacancy to continue, or by a majority vote may fill the 
vacancy, until such time as another club shall have become a 
member of this Association and shall have designated a per- 
son qualified to hold such office. The person elected Director 
by the Directors or by the Association, in any of the fore- 
going cases need not be an official or stockholder of the club 
which designated the director he replaced. 


Duties, Functions and Powers 


Sec. 4—(a) The Board of Directors shall have general supervision, 
regulation and management of all affairs and business of this 
Association, and shall have all other duties and powers con- 
ferred, expressly or impliedly, by the Constitution, By-Laws 
and Rules of this Association, or necessary for their enforce- 
ment or for the proper conduct of this Association. 


Conduct De‘rimental to Baseball 


(b) The President of the Association shall have power to 
investigate upon his own initiative or upon complaint, any 
matter, situation or condition, act, transaction or practice 
charged, alleged or suspected to be detrimental to the best 
interests of baseball of this Association and in connection 
therewith to take such preventive, remedial or punitive 
action as he may deem to be warranted. 


Meetings 


Sec. 5—(a) Meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by 
the President of this Association to be held at such time and 
place as he may deem desirable and shall be called upon the 
written reques’ of five directors. 
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(b) The President of this Association shall preside at all 
meetings of the Board. 


(c) If a director be unable to attend a meeting, or be dis- 
qualified from acting in a particular matter because per- 
sonally interested therein, the member he represents may 
certify some other person, with the above mentioned qualifi- 
cations, to act as proxy. 


Art. 9 | OFFICERS | 

Sec. 1—The officers of this Association shall be a president, a vice- 
president, a secretary, and a treasurer. The president, vice- 
president, secretary, and treasurer shall be elected at the 
annual meeting of this Association as and when their terms 
of office expire, and shall be elected for such terms, and 
shall receive such salaries, as the Association shall determine. 
The office of president, secretary, and treasurer may be held 
by the same person. The Board of Directors may appoint such 
other officers as the board may deem advisable, and they shall 
perform such duties and receive such compensation for their 
services, as the board may prescribe. There may be, if the 
board of directors shall so determine, a chairman of the 
board, who shall be named by the board of directors for such 
term as the board may determine. Such office shall be an 
honorary position only and the incumbent thereof shall not 
be required to perform any services or duties and shall be 
or to receive no compensation by reason of holding such 
office. 


Vacancies 


Sec. 2—If the office of president, or president-secretary, or president- 
secretary-treasurer, shall become vacant at any time, the 
Board of Directors may elect the vice-president or any other 
person to fill the vacancy until] the next annual meeting, or 
may call a special meeting of this Association to elect a 
president, or president-secretary, or president-secretary- 
treasurer, for such term as the Association may fix. A 
vacancy in any other office, including that of secretary, 
and/or treasurer, if held independently of the presidency, 
shall be filled by the Board of Directors until the next annual 
meeting of the Association. 


Duties and Powers 


Sec. 3—(a) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board 
of Directors and of this Association. He shall be ex-officio, 
a member, and chairman of all committees, unless otherwise 
expressly stated in the resolution or action constituting the 
committee. He shall be this Association’s representative at 
all meetings of the National Association and at all other 
meetings and hearings at which this Association may be 
entitled to representation. If he be unable to attend any 
such meeting or hearing, this Association or the Board of 
Directors may designate (or if they have not done so, then 
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the President may designate) some other person as its rep- 
resentative, who shall be an official of some member of this 
Association, preferably a Club President. Subject to the 
Board of Directors, the President shall have general super- 
vision of the affairs and business of this Association, the 
protection of its interests, the enforcement of the Constitu- 
tion, By-Laws and Rules of this Association, including the 
playing rules. He shall also have such other powers and 
duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this Associ- 
ation, the official playing rules, and the Board of Directors 
may prescribe. 


(b) The Vice-President, in the absence or inability to act of 
the President, shall have the duties and power of the Presi- 
dent, except that in event of vacancy in that office he shall 
only act temporarily until the vacancy shall be filed as here- 
inbefore provided. He shall also have such other powers and 
duties as the By-Laws and Rules, or the Board of Directors 
may prescribe. 


(c) The Secretary shall have the usual duties of a secretary; 
shall have the custody and care of all official records and 
papers of this Association; shall issue all official notices, ex- 
cept as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, or the Board of 
Directors may otherwise provide; shall keep true and com- 
plete records of all meetings of this Association, shall keep 
this Association’s records with regard to clubs, players, um- 
pires and scorers, and the playing of games scheduled by 
this Association; and shall have such other duties and power 
as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, and the Board of Di- 
rectors may prescribe. 


(d) The Treasurer shall have the usual duties of treasurer; 
shall receive all dues, fees, fines and assessments, payments 
and other funds and revenues of this Association; shall have 
custody of all securities of this Association; shall sign such 
checks and negotiable papers of this Association and make 
such payments as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, or the 
Board of Directors may authorize; shall keep full, true and 
accurate records and accounts of all receipts, disbursements 
and securities of this Association; shall sign all receipts for 
payments made to the Association; and shall have and per- 
form all such other duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules, or the Board of Directors may prescribe. 


(e) The Chairman of the Board shall perform such duties 
as may be designated by the Board of Directors. 


Accounts 


Sec. 4—Annually and whenever required by the Association or by the 


Board of Directors, each officer shall render full and true 
account of the affairs and business of this Association, and 
all of the records, accounts and property in his custody and 
control; and immediately upon the expiration of his term of 
office each officer shall fully account for and deliver to such 
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: : person as the Association may order, all records, papers, 
, securities and property of this Association in his custody or 
1 for which he is responsible. 


Bond 


Sec. 5—Officers and employees of this Association if and when re- 
quired by the Association, shall give bond for the faithful 
discharge of their duties and obligations to this Association, 
in such forms, for such amount, and with such surety, as the 
Association may order. The premiums on such bonds shall be 
paid by this Association 


Art. 10 FINANCES 


Sec. 1—Funds for the maintenance and conduct of this Association 
shall be derived from the receipts of official baseball games 
of this Association, as set forth in the By-Laws and Rules. 
The amount per admission, payable to this Association, shall 
be equal in respect to each member. When necessary or de- 
sirable, in the opinion of the Association, additional funds 
shall be secured by assessments, which shall be levied against 
all members without discrimination as to amount or terms of 
payment, and which the members of this Association hereby 
agree to pay promptly as and when ordered. 


Deposits and Withdrawals 


Sec. 2—The aforesaid funds and all other income and revenue of this 
Association, however derived, shall be deposited in the name 
of this Association in such banks as this Association may 
order, and shall be withdrawable therefrom only as the As- 
sociation may order. 


Guaranty Funds 


Sec. 3—This Association may order, if and whenever such action may 
be deemed desirable, that guaranty funds be created, in which 
event each member shall immediately pay into the treasury 
of the Association, such amounts, equal in respect of each 
member, as this Association may fix from time to time. All 
such payments shall be deposited in the name of this As- 
sociation, in a separate account for each member, which de- 
posit shall be withdrawable only on the check of this 
Association, by its President or Treasurer. Such payments 
shall guarantee prompt and full performance by the member 
of all its obligations and liabilities to its players, to other 
members of this Association, and to this Association, its 
officers or employees, and all of its duties and obligations 
under the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this Associa- 
tion, and/or any agreement to which this Association then 
may be party. This Association may increase or diminish the 
guaranty funds at any time. If diminished, any surplus re- 
maining in the account of each club shall be paid to that club. 
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Withdrawal from membership or forfeiture of membership 
shall terminate all right, claim or interest of that member in 
the guaranty funds, or any part thereof, unless the Associa- 
tion shall otherwise order. Assignment of membership, if ap- 
proved, shall divest the assignor of, and vest in the assignee, 
all such assignor’s right and interest in the guaranty funds. 
Such guaranty funds shall be applied, as the Board of Di- 
rectors of this Association may order, to discharge any and 
all debts, obligations and liabilities which said funds guaran- 
tee and which are unpaid fifteen days after their due date. 
Payments so made out of any guaranty funds must be re- 
placed by the Club concerned within fifteen days after notice 
of the amount necessary to restore completely such fund, or 
membership of the Club shall be subject to forfeiture. 


Reserve Fund 


Sec. 4—This Association shall establish a reserve fund, which shall be 
so invested and held, under the directions of this Association, 
as to be readily available to meet any financial exigencies. 
In view of the present national emergency there shall be no 
distribution of the league reserve fund until such time as the 
reserve fund is equal to $8,000.00 per club, or a total reserve 
fund of $64,900.00 is available, and then only if five or more 
members vote therefor, and no rights in said fund shall inure 
to the benefit of any member until such action and then only 
to the benefit of the franchise-holding member. Forfeiture 
of franchise terminates the right of participation of the for- 
feiting member. 


Expenses 


Sec. 5—The President is authorized to establish and maintain offices 
for the conduct of the affairs of the business of this Associa- 
tion and to hire, discharge, and fix the compensation of all 
necessary employees. The President and Treasurer, jointly, if 
these offices be held independently, or the President-Treas- 
urer, if the same person shall hold both offices, shall pay and 
discharge out of the funds of this Association (including the 
reserve fund if necessary, but not including any guaranty 
funds aforesaid), all expenses and liabilities incurred in the 
conduct of this Association, including salaries and traveling 
expenses of officers and employees, rent, stationery, office 
equipment and supplies, postage, printing, telegraph and 
telephone charges, investigation and legal expenses, and all 
other expense connected with the conduct of this Association. 


A udit 


Sec. 6—The books, accounts and records of this Association shall be 
audited each year by a certified public accountant, selected by 
the finance committee, and a copy of his report shall be 
mailed to each member within thirty days after the close of 
the fiscal year of this Association, which shall be from De- 
cember 1 to November 30. 
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Loans to Clubs 


Sec. 7—The President may, after investigation, loan to any club, 
unable to meet its players’ salaries, the sum of not more than 
$5000.00, at 4™% interest, to be used exclusively for the pay- 
ment of players’ salaries, the total at any one time not to 
exceed $5000.00. Any such club borrowing the sum of 
$5000.00, or any part thereof, waives its right to the reserve 
fund until such time as the loan is repaid. 


Art. 11 | CLAIMS, COMPLAINTS AND DISPUTES | 


Sec. 1—(a) The Board of Directors shall have final jurisdiction 
within this Association, subject only to such right of appeal 
to other baseball authority as may exist under any agreement 
to which this Association then may be party, to hear and 
determine all matters, disputes, claims and complaints within 
this Association, between members, players, managers, 
officials and employees of this Association, between this 
Association and a member or a player, employee or official of 
this Association/ arising under or involving the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules of this Association, or contracts of the 
Association or a member, and generally shall adjudicate all 
issues of law or fact arising out of or involving the Constitu- 
tion, By-Laws and Rules of this Association and all baseball 
relations and contracts of this Association, its members, 
players and officials. In this connection, the Board shall have 
power to award such damage and impose such penalties as 
the Board may find to be warranted and on appeal or rehear- 
ing, to suspend, commute or remit the same. 


(b) The President of this Association shall have authority 
and jurisdiction to hear and determine all matters, disputes, 
claims and complaints within the jurisdiction of the Board, 
but a party concerned or interested therein may request 
action by the full Board at the outset and the By-Laws and 
Rules of this Association shall provide for a right of appeal 
from the President’s decision to the Board of Directors. 


Summons 


Sec. 2—In connection with any matter, cause, charge, claim, complaint 
or dispute which may be before the Board of Directors or 
President of this Association for investigation, hearing or 
decision, the Board or President may summon any member 
of this Association, or any official, stockholder, manager, 
employee or agent of any member, to appear before the 
Board, or such member thereof, or such official of this As- 
sociation, or other baseball authority as the summons may 
order, and give evidence, including the production of docu- 
ments; and in case of failure to comply promptly and fully 
with such summons, or if any member or person subject to 
the jurisdiction of this Association shall offer or shall attempt 
to offer, or induce or attempt to induce the offering of any 
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false evidence, the Board or President may impose such fine 
and/or other penalties as the Board or President may deem 
to be warranted. It shall also be the duty of each member of 
this Association, its officers and employees, to render all such 
assistance as the Board of Directors or President of this As- 
sociation, or other baseball authority, may request in con- 
nection with the investigation, hearing and decision of any 
matter. 


Sec. 3—(a) If a member be in default more than five days in 
payment of any obligation found to be due to the Association 
or any member thereof, or of any fine or award, the officers 
of this Association are authorized and required to deduct the 
amount thereof from any moneys belonging to such member 
that may be or come into their possession, or if there be no 
such moneys, then any and all other members of this As- 
sociation shall, upon notice from the President of this As- 
sociation, deduct such amount from any moneys belonging to 
or due such defaulting member, and such amount shall be 
paid to the persons, corporation or organization entitled 
thereto, through the President of this Association. If any 
member shall fail to comply with a notice directing the with- 
holding and payment of any such amount from funds of the 
defaulting club that may be or come within its possession, 
the member so notified shall be fined the same amount as it 
was directed to withhold and such fine shall be collectible in 
like manner. 


(b) If a player, umpire, official or other persons subject to 
the jurisdiction of this Association be in default more than 
five days in payment of any such obligation found to be 
due, or of any fine or award, he shall be suspended until the 
amount due shall have been paid. 


Art. 12 | BY-LAWS AND RULES | 


Sec. 1—This Association shall adopt By-Laws and Rules for the con- 
duct and administration of its affairs and business; for the 
regulation of contracts and relations between clubs, players, 
scorers and umpires, and this Association or its members for 
the playing of baseball games by its members with each other 
and with other teams; and to prohibit and penalize conduct 
detrimental to baseball or prejudicial to the welfare of this 
Association. 


Adoption by Board of Directors 


Sec. 2—In the intervals between meetings of this Association the 
Board of Directors, by vote of six members thereof, may 
adopt, repeal and amend by-laws and rules of this Association. 


Limitations 


Sec. 3—The by-laws and rules of this Association shall be consistent 
with law, with the constitution of this Association, and with 
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any agreement to which this Association is or may be party, 
and must operate equally upon all members of this Associa- 
tion; and if not, they shall be, but to that extent only, of no 


effect. 
| AFFILIATIONS 


This Association is a member of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues and party to its National As- 
sociation Agreement and also to the Major-Minor League 
Agreement of January 14, 1921. The American Association 
and its members have the rights and obligations set forth in 
said agreements and in the rules adopted pursuant thereto, 
and violation thereof shall be considered a violation of this 
constitution; and the Board of Directors and officers of this 
Association are authorized and directed to take from time 
to time whatever action may be requisite or expedient to 
maintain, protect, enforce and advance the interests of pro- 
fessional baseball, and of this Association and its members, 
under and pursuant to said agreement. 


| DURATION | 


This constitution shall remain in force for seventy-five (75) 
years from January 1, 1927, which is to January 1, 2002. 


| AMENDMENTS | 


This constitution may be amended by vote of five members 
of this Association at an annual meeting, or at a special 
meeting called for that purpose, by a mail vote of six mem- 
bers, or by unanimous vote at any time; and at any meeting 
any of its provisions may be suspended, waived, or made non- 
applicable, temporarily, by unanimous vote. 


| ADOPTION | 


The members of this Association hereby subscribe to this 
constitution, and jointly and severally, for themselves, their 
successors and assigns, and their stockholders, officials, 
players, and employees, pledge and agree faithfully to abide 
by and comply with all of its provisions. 
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BY-LAWS AND RULES 
Art.1 | [ ADOPTION, REPEAL AND AMENDMENT | 


These By-Laws and Rules of the American Association of 
Professional Baseball Clubs are adopted, and may hereafter 
be added to, repealed or amended, pursuant to the constitu- 
tion of said Association 


Art. 2 | ANNUAL CHAMPIONSHIP | 


Sec. 1—The members of this Association shall contend annually for 
the championship of this Association. 


Official Playing Rules 


Sec. 2—Championship games of this Association shall be played under 
the official Playing Rules in effect pursuant to the Major- 
Minor League agreement. 


Season 


Sec. 3—-The championship season shall extend from such date in April 
to such date in September or October as the Association may 
determine each year. 


Schedule 


Sec. 4—(a) The President, or a schedule committee consisting of 
the President and such others as the Association may desig- 


nate, shall prepare and submit to the members, prior to the 
Association’s annual meeting, a written schedule for the fol- 


lowing championship season. If not adopted by vote of five 
members, new schedules shall be prepared and submitted 


until one is adopted. The schedule shall specify the date of 
each game and shall give each member an equal number of 
games with every other member, one-half of which shall be 
played on the home grounds of each member subject to the 
provisions of Section 5, this article). 
Schedule Changes 

(b) After adoption of the schedule, no date therein shall be 
changed except as follows: 

1—By written agreement of the two members scheduled to 

play: 


(a) A date fixed by the schedule may be changed to an 
open date on the same grounds. 


(b) A game may be re-arranged as part of a double- 
header within the same series. 
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(c) Where morning and afternoon holiday games are 
scheduled, they may be played as scheduled or both 
in the afternoon or both at night. 

2—As hereinafter provided in respect of drawn, postponed 
or called games. 

3—By written or telegraphic consent of a majority of all 
members. 


Drawn, Postponed and Called Games 


Sec. 5—(a) A drawn or tie game, or a game postponed for legal 

cause or called before it becomes a regulation game, in ac- 
cordance with Official Playing Rules, shall be played off on 
the same grounds on a succeeding open date within the same 
series, or, if none, then the first open date between the two 
clubs on those grounds; and if there be no open date, any 
unplayed game of the first series shall be played as part of 
a double-header in that or the second series, as the home club 
may determine, and any such game in the second or third 
series shall be played as part of a double-header within its 
original series, if possible, otherwise as soon thereafter as 
possible. Any such game remaining unplayed after all the 
series between the two members at the home club’s grounds 
have ended, shall, if possible, be played at the visiting club’s 
grounds on the first possible date within the closing series 
there between the clubs concerned. A _ regulation game 
within the meaning of this paragraph must comply with 
applicable provisions of the Official Playing Rules, and 
rain checks must be honored if the game is not a regulation 
yame. 
(Db) Before twelve o’clock noon of the day following such 
pustponed, drawn or called game, the home club shall notify 
the manager and/or the secretary or business representative 
uccompanying the visiting teams, and shall telegraph the 
President of this Association, the date fixed for the play-off 
of such game, provided the play-off is within the same series, 
and if such date be within the same series, the home club 
shall also notify the umpire or umpires officiating in that 
series. If the game is not within the series and the home club 
shall fail to give such notice within five days, the President 
of the Association shall fix the play-off dates and notify the 
two clubs concerned. The date so fixed shall become part of 
the regular championship schedule and may be changed only 
as hereinbefore provided. 


(c) An open date succeeding any series of games between 
two clubs shall be considered as belonging to, and as being 


within that series, unless absolutely required by either club 
to meet its next regularly scheduled American Association 
game. 


(d) Any dispute between clubs concerning the fixing of 
dates for the play-off of postponed, tie or called games shall 
be finally decided by the President of this Association. 


(e) A drawn game shall not count in determining a mem- 
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ber’s championship standing; but if, before the completion of 
its fifth inning, the side last at bat shall equal the score made 
by the opposing club in five complete innings, the individual 
and team averages shall be incorporated in the official play- 
ing records of this Association. 


(f) A game in which neither team has scored shall not be 
considered as legally drawn unless five full innings have been 
completed. 


(zg) In the event of light failure, regardless of inning in 
which it occurs, game must be resumed from that point 
under as similar conditions as possible at the next opportun- 
ity. (This ruling effective only in the judgment of the umpire 
that play could have been resumed almost immediately upon 
repair of lights. This is specified to govern a situation 
wherein lights might fail as the result of a heavy rainstorm 
which rain made the grounds unplayable, even though lights 
might have later been repaired. In this event, the possible 
resumption of play would be adjudged by the umpire on the 
weather and condition of grounds and not the availability of 
lights.) 


No More Than Two Games in One Day 


Sec. 6—Two games shall not be played on one day except in accord- 
ance with the schedule or with Sections 4 and 5 of this Article 
but shall be compulsory when necessary to play off post- 
poned, drawn or called games. In no event shall more than 
two games be played in one day. 


Double-headers—Day, Twilight and Night 


Sec. 7—(a) Where Sunday and Holiday afternoon double-headers 
are scheduled the first game shall be scheduled for nine (9) 
innings and the second game scheduled for seven (7) innings. 


(b) Double-headers wherein the first game is scheduled to 
start at 3 p. m. or later shall be one seven (7) inning game 
and one nine (9) inning game. It is optional with the home 
club whether it schedules the first game for seven (7) or 
nine (9) innings. 


(c) Where night double-headers are played, the first game 
shall not begin later than 7:30 p. m., city time, five hours and 
twenty minutes before 12:50 a.m., closing time. It is optional 
with the home club whether it schedules the first game for 
seven (7) or nine (9) innings. 


(d) In the case of twilight double-headers, where the first 
game is scheduled to start before dark and the second game 
at night, there being two games advertised for one admission, 
under no circumstances shall the first game be called on ac- 
count of darkness but must be completed under the lights, if 
necessary. Any day game that has not been completed before 
darkness sets in, the umpire must order the lights turned on 
for completion before the start of a full inning unless some 
extraordinary circumstance makes it advisable, for the sake 
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of safety, to order the lights turned on before an inning has 
been completed. It is permissible to start the second game 
of a Sunday double-header under lights. 


Night Game Curfew 


See. 8—No inning of a night game may start after 12:50 a.m. It shall 
be held that an inning starts the moment the third out is 
made completing the preceding inning. 


Rights of Home and Visiting Clubs 


Sec. 9—(a) Each member shall have gencral supervision and control 
of the conduct of all business affairs in connection with 
games played on its grounds. The visiting club shall be 
allowed such representation and facilities as may reasonably 
be required to protect the interests and rights of the club 
and its players, but in all details that do not involve such 
interests and rights, and that relate solely to making such 
games especially attractive to patrons of the home club, the 
visiting ciub shall defer to the wishes of the home club. The 
home club shall provide, equip and maintain, in a clean and 
sanitary condition, suitable dressing, toilet and bathing con- 
veniences for the visiting club’s players, equal in all respects 
to like accommodations provided by the home club for its own 
players; and also stevie and compensate a bat boy for the 
visiting club. 


(b) Where a night game is to be played, the visiting club 
shall be given at least ten minutes batting practice under the 
lights. In the event that the first or last game of the series 
is to be a day game, the visiting club shall receive at least 
two weeks’ motice Penalty for failure to give such notice 
shall be $100, payable to the visiting club. 


Batting Order 


Sec. 10—(a) The visiting club shall furnish its PROBABLE lineup, 
pitcher excepted, and remainder of active roster complete 
with positions and uniform numbers to the home club by mail 
or telegraph to be received by home club the day preceding 
the first game of each series. Players in every instance must 
wear the numbers assigned them in the mailed lineup. Afore- 
mentioned probable lineup and remainder of active roster 
shall be mailed the day prior due date of receipt via air mail. 

The above provision does in no way prohibit or restrict 
the addition or deletion of any name to the probable lineup 
and active list herein described mailing other than as 
restricted by Article 6, Section 1, paragraphs (d), (e) and (f). 

Penalty for failure to comply with any part of this sec- 
tion shall be $100.00 fine of the offending club. 


(b) The home club shall also give the umpire and visiting 
club manager its batting order, pitcher included, immediately 
before the commencement of each game; and the visiting club 
shall then give its batting order, pitcher included, to the 
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home club manager and to the umpire before the commence- 
ment of the game. 


Time of Games 


sec. 11—By ten (10) days before the start of a season, each member 
shall file with the President of this Association the time of 
commencement of scheduled games on its grounds, on Sundays 
and other days, and of the first game of a double-header on 
any such days. The home club shall not change such times 
of commencement of any scheduled games more than thirty 
minutes without first obtaining the visiting club’s consent 
thereto, it being further understood that a game originally 
scheduled as a day game and rained out, or otherwise post- 
poned, cannot be rescheduled by the home club for that same 
night without first obtaining consent of the visiting club. 


Travel 


Sec. 12—Where it is necessary for either club to catch early transpor- 
tation to meet its assignment for the next day, either club 
shall notify the other at least 48 hours in advance so that the 
home club may have the opportunity to schedule a game at an 
early enough starting time to normally permit completion of 
the game. This shall not apply when said next assignment is 
an afternoon game, other than a Sunday or a Holiday. 

Before such game is begun the two managers shall fix a 
time after which an inning shall not be started, and if they 
fail to agree the umpire-in-chief shall fix this time. The time 
so fixed shall be announced to the spectators, by or under the 
direction of the umpire, before the game begins. At the time 
so fixed, or within one hour and thirty minutes of departure 
time, the umpire-in-chief shall call the game, and neither 
club shall forfeit any right or privileges by thereupon leaving 
the field. 

Clubs in this league may travel by train, plane, or bus, 
as they desire. It is the obligation of the visiting club to 
arrive for all games in accordance with the official schedule. 
If, however, due to conditions or emergencies beyond the 
control of the visiting club it is not physically possible for 
it to arrive in time, by any of the above modes of travel, for 
a game as scheduled, said game will not be forfeited and the 
home club, immediately upon receipt of emergency notice 
from the visiting club, will delay or postpone said game, if 
necessary: provided, however, that the home club receives 
notice of said conditions, or emergencies, at least three hours 
prior to the scheduled start of the game. 

The President shall be the judge of whether such “con- 
ditions or emergencies” are beyond the control of the visiting 
club. The club shall have the right to appeal the decision 
of the President to the Board of Directors. 


Exhibition Games 


Sec. 13—(a) Every game played between members of this Associa- 
tion from the commencement to the completion of the 
championship season shall be a game for the championship. 
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Exhibition games may be played with teams not members of 
this Association, provided no interference shall result there- 
from with any scheduled game of this Association or the 
play-off of any drawn, postponed or called game. No such 
exhibition game shall be played: 


(1) On Opening Day, Sundays or holidays. 
(2) On the same day as a scheduled American Association 
game unless the visiting Association club consents, and 


the home club agrees to pay the visiting club a flat 
$500 guarantee. 


(3) Except by consent of the club concerned, within the 
territorial limits of any other member of this Associa- 
tion, or of any member of a league with which this 
Association may have an agreement respecting terri- 
torial rights. 

(4) With a team which, during the current season or 
within one year, has had an ineligible player, or has 
been managed or controlled by an ineligible player, or 
by a person who has violated or attempted to violate 
an exhibition game contract, or which has played 
against teams containing or managed or controlled by 
ineligible players. 

(5) With any club expelled from membership in this As- 
sociation, or from membership in any league with 


which this Association has an agreement respecting 
territorial rights. 





(b) Where the home club is playing a major league club an 
exhibition game and a championship game with another 
league club both for one admission, the home club may pay 
the visiting club a flat guarantee of $500 and the League 
Office must receive 7¢ on each admission. 


Forfeited Games 


Sec. 14—(a) If the umpire-in-chief of any game, or the Board of 
Directors of this Association, shall declare a game forfeited, 
it shall count, in determining the championship of this As- 
sociation, as lost by the club at fault and as won by the 
opposing club by a score of nine runs to none. 


(b) If a game be forfeited to the home club, the visiting 
club’s share of the gate receipts shall be forfeited to and 
retained by the home club; and if such game forfeiture shall 
cause any loss or refund on admission receipts, the visiting 
club shall pay the home club the amount of such loss or 
refund, if ascertainable, and if not ascertainable then the sum 
of $500.00 for week day or night games and the sum of 
$2000.00 for Opening Day, Sunday or Holiday games as 
liquidated damages. If the game be forfeited to the visiting 
club, that club shall receive its share of the admission re- 
ceipts and if such forfeiture shall cause any loss or refund of 
admission receipts, the visiting club shall be paid the share 
thereof it otherwise would have received (if ascertainable. 
or if not ascertainable, the sum of $500.00 for week day 
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games, and the sum of $2,000.00 for Openi:., Day, Sunday 
or Holiday games) as liquidated damages; and the club shall 
also forfeit and pay over to the Association the remainder of 
the admission receipts. In case of a double-header if only one 
game thereof be forfeited, the forfeiting club shall forfeit to 
this Association one-half of its share of the admission 
receipts. 


(c) The manager of the forfeiting club shall also be fined 
$300 if the forfeiture be declared under Official Playing Rule 
4.14, or if the umpire, preceding the forfeiture, shall have 
notified the manager that the game will be forfeited under 
Provisions of Rule 4.14 and the manager shall fail, within a 
reasonable time, to stop the dilatory tactics, or the rules 
violation, or to remove the player. A reasonable time in this 
provision shall be considered five (5) minutes. The former 
rule prescribed “within one minute.” 


(d) A player whose act or omission is the cause of a game 
forfeiture, under Provisions of Official Playing Rule 4.14, 
shall be fined $100 and suspended not fewer than five (5) 
nor more than ten (10) days as the President of this Asso- 
ciation may decide. 
Protested Games 

Sec. 15—(a) A game may be protested, provided the protest be 
based upon a violation of the Constitution, By-Laws or Rules 
of this Association, or upon an umpire’s misinterpretation of 
or failure to comply with, apply and enforce the Official 
Playing Rules. No protest shall be considered that involves 
only judgement decisions by an umpire. 
(b) Immediately upon the happening of the event, or the 
arising of the question, upon which the protest is based, and 
before the play is resumed, the protesting club’s manager or 
captain must give the umpire-in-chief and the manager, or 
captain of the opposing club notice of the protest, briefly 
stating the cause for the protest. Within twenty-four hours 
after the completion of the game, the protesting club shall 
mail to the President of this Association its statement of the 
basis of the protest with all evidence and argument the club 
may desire to have considered; but upon request of the pro- 
testing club the president may allow such club additional 
time reasonably required, not more than five days from the 
date of the protested game, in which to file evidence and 
argument in support of its protest If he deem it necessary, 
or if the opposing club requests, the President may allow 
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such opposing club not exceeding five days from its receipt 
of copy of the evidence and argument in support of the pro- 
test, in which to file counter evidence and argument. As 
promptly as possible thereafter the President shall decide 
such protest. If the protesting club fail to complete the game, 
as directed by the umpire, or to file said statement and evi- 
dence, as above provided, the protest shall be null and void. 
(c) The decision of the President may require that the pro- 
tested game be replayed on a date to be fixed at the time 
of the decision, play beginning with the same players, if 
possible, as at the time of protest, with the number of innings 
to be played, number of outs, players on bases, balls and 
strikes called, ete., designated, or may make such other 
disposition of the protest as the facts in the opinion of the 
President may warrant, 


Award of Championship 


Sec. 16—(a) The member which shall have won the greatest per- 


centage of championship games, in compliance with all the 
rules, shal] be declared the championship club of the Ameri- 
can Association for the season in which the games were 
played. 


(b) Such award shall be made by the President of this As- 
sociation immediately upon the close of the season. Any other 
member claiming the championship may appeal within 
twenty-four hours from the President’s award to the Board 
of Directors, who shall promptly decide such claim and their 
decision shall be final. 


(c) In making the award, the President or the Board of 
Directors, as the case may be, shall consider only the official 
records of this Association with respect to championship 
games played and the official scores thereof, excluding any 
games which the Constitution, By-Laws or Rules provide 
shall not be counted because of violatior thereof. 


(d) If two or more members shall have won the same per- 
centage of games for the championship, they shall play a 
special series of three games with each other, it being under- 
stood that the playing of the first game shall be played in 
the city which will require the least traveling, and the other 
two games, if two games are necessary, shall be played on 
the grounds of the other member unless the two interested 
members shall otherwise agree. The net receipts of all this 
special series will be equally divided between the members 
involved. Such games will be included in the championship 
records and the championship shall be awarded to the mem- 
ber winning the highest percentage of such games. If any 
such games shall be postponed, called, or drawn before be- 
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coming a regulation game, the President shall fix the date 
of the play-off. If the special series be between two clubs it 
shall end when either club shall have won two games. If 
between more than two clubs, the series shall be played to 
such an extent as may be necessary to determine the relative 
positions of such clubs in any season’s championship. 


(e) Championship games participated in by a club which 
was withdrawn, disbanded, or which forfeited its membership 
without completing the season, shall, in awarding the champi- 
onship be counted only to the following extent: The least 
number of games such club played with any club remaining 
in this Association shall be ascertained; that number of 
games with such club shall be counted, in the order in which 
they were played, and after reaching the number aforesaid, 
all other games played by or with such club shall not be 
counted. However, if such club’s position and standing in the 
championship race shall have been assumed by a successor 
club, and the season shall have been completed by the suc- 
cessor club, such club’s g.mes shall be considered and counted 
us having been played by the successor club. 


Governor’s Cup Series 


(f) (1) The Championship Schedule shall consist of 154 
games, opening in April and closing in September 
or October. The team which shall have won the 
greatest percentage of championship games, in com- 
pliance with all the rules, shall be declared the 
championship club of the league for the season in 
which the games were played. 

(2) To determine the winner of the Governors’ Cup 
Series, a series of games shall be played between 
the clubs finishing first and fourth, second and 
third in the Championship season. Said series of 
games shall begin on the second day following the 
close of the Championship season. The President is 
empowered with full authority to set up the sched- 
ule for all play-off games, his decision to be final. 

(3) On the second day following the close of the Cham- 
pionship season the club which has finished first in 
the Championship season shall play a series of 
games with the club which has finished fourth in 
the Championship season. The series shall consist of 
seven games unless one club wins four games 
before the seventh game is played. 

(4) On the second day following the close of the Cham- 
pionship season the club which has finished second 
in the Championship season shall play a similar 
series with the club which has finished third in the 
Championship season. 

(5) Beginning the day following the last game of 
either of these series (unless it is imnractical to do 
so because of transportation difficulties, in which 
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(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


case, it shall begin on the first day it is practical 
to reach the city in which the next game is to be 
played; in case of dispute as to practical trans- 
portation connections the League President shall 
decide) the winners of each of these series shall 
begin a final series to determine the winner of the 
Governors’ Cup. This final series shall consist of 
seven games, unless one team wins four games 
before the seventh game is played. The winner of 
this final series shall be declared the winner of 
the Governors’ Cup. 


In case two clubs shall have won the same per- 
centage of Championship games at the close of the 
regular Championship season, the clubs so tied for 
second, third or fourth place shall play one game on 
the day following the close of the Championship 
season to determine the position of those clubs in 
the Championship season. The place of playing 
such game shall be determined by the tossing of 
a coin (said coin to be tossed by the League Presi- 
dent or some disinterested party appointed by him) 
unless mutually agreed otherwise by the Presidents 
of two contesting clubs. The receipts of such game 
are to be divided in the same manner as the games 
of the Governors’ Cup Series and the same rules 
shall apply to such games as apply to other games 
of the Governors’ Cup Series. 


In the event that three clubs shall have won the 
same percentage of championship games at the 
close of the regular championship season, the clubs 
so tied for second, third or fourth place, shall de- 
termine their positions in the race by a play-off, 
beginning on the day following the close of the 
championship season, if traveling conditions permit, 
by drawing for the playing of the first game, with 
the winner of the bye playing the winner of the 
first game and then the two losing clubs playing on 
the following day, if traveling conditions permit. 


The grounds on which the first game of any series 
is to be played shall be determined as follows: For 
the possible reason of effecting economies both of 
time and financial expenditure, and for the further 
purpose of properly interpreting this paragraph 
only, the League shall maintain a north-south 
identity. In the southern group shall be included 
Charleston, Indianapolis, Louisville and Wichita; 
in the northern group Denver, Minneapolis, Omaha, 
and St. Paul. The opening game of any series shall 
be played in the city with the highest percentage 
standing for the Championship season, and in case 
the first and fourth cities or the second and third 
cities are in the same geographic group, then two 
games of any play-off series shall first be decided 
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(9) 


(10) 


(11) 


(12) 


(14) 


in the city in which the opening game of the series 
is played; the next three games of the same 
series shall be decided on the home grounds of the 
other team competing in such series; the final two 
games of the series, if necessary, to be decided on 
the grounds of the city in which the series opened. 
In case the two competing teams in any series are 
of opposite geographic groups, then the first three 
games of the series shall be decided in the city in 
which the series opens and whatever remaining 
games are necessary shall be decided on the grounds 
of the other club competing in the same series. 


By mutual agreement between the contesting clubs 
and with the approval of the President of the 
League, any series game may be postponed to a 
later date. If deemed necessary to save transporta- 
tion expense, the grounds on which series games are 
played may be determined in a manner different 
than prescribed herein. Any such change, however, 
must be by mutual agreement between the two con- 
testing clubs and with the approval of the President 
of the League. Conditions permitting, clubs will 
travel in their accustomed mode and the schedule 
of games set up on this premise. 
The admission prices charged for the series games 
shall be those prices established during the Cham- 
pionship season just ended by the club on whose 
grounds the game is being played. 
There shall be no free admissions to any of the 
series games except those mutually agreed upon by 
the Presidents of the two contesting clubs. 
The gross receipts of each series game (after de- 
ducting admission tax) shall be divided as follows: 
Ten (10) per cent of the gross receipts to the 
League Treasury. 
Forty-five (45) per cent of the gross receipts 
to the Treasury of the Home club. 
Forty-five (45) per cent of the gross receipts 
to the Treasury of the Visiting club. 
Contracts of players who are on the roster of the 
clubs competing in the series shall be extended from 
the closing day of the scheduled season to and in- 
cluding the last day said players’ club is competing 
in any series games and shall be effective as to 
salary rate, terms and regulations. 
No player who was not on a club’s active list for 
the last scheduled game of the Championship season 
shall be eligible to participate in the Governors’ 
Cup Series. 
The same player limit and the same salary limit, 
which are in effect in this league during the last 
salary period, shall be in effect from the close of 
the Championship season to the close of the final 
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(15) 


(16) 


(17) 


series for clubs competing in the Governors’ Cup 
Series. 


Series games are and will be considered an exten- 
sion of the scheduled season for the clubs competing 
in the series and all the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, By-Laws, Rules and Regulations of the 
American Association, including Umpires, Base- 
balls, League President’s decisions and home club 
privileges apply thereto, excepting the division of 
gate receipts and rules regarding free admissions, 
these provisions being specifically provided for 
herein. 


The Club winning the Governors’ Cup Series shall 
represent the American Association in a Junior 
World Series with the International League Club 
meriting the honor of representing that league. 

The name of the club winning the Governors’ Cup 
Series, and the year in which the series was won, 
shall be engraved annually on the Governors’ Cup 
Trophy, which is to be permanently preserved in 
the League office. 

Each club winning the Governors’ Cup Series is 

to be given a suitably engraved trophy for its 
permanent possession. 
One and one-half (1%c) cents of each admission in 
which the League office shares during the cham- 
pionship season shall be set aside by the League 
office for the Players’ Bonus fund. The Players’ 
Bonus fund shall be divided as follows: 

'Five-twelfths to the President of the Club win- 
ning the American Association championship. 

Three-twelfths to the President of the club which 
shall have won the Governors’ Cup series. 

Two-twelfths to the President of the club which 
shall be the runner-up in the Governors’ Cup series. 

One-twelfth to the President of each club which 
shall have been eliminated in the first round of the 
Governors’ Cup series. 

The Club Presidents, or General Managers, shall 
act as agents for the American Association in dis- 
bursing the amounts received to the players on their 
clubs, in such manner and in such proportions as 
the eligible players on their clubs shall, by a ma- 
jority vote, decide. 


Championship Emblems 


The championship club shall be presented with a pen- 


nant which shall have its field, border and lettering in the 
National Colors, and be inscribed “American Association 
Champions,” with the name of the club and the year in which 
the title was won. The club shall be entitled to fly the pen- 
nant until] the close of the ensuing season. 
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(b) ‘lhe cnampionship club shall also be awarded a cham- 
pionship trophy, suitably engraved, which will become the 
permanent possession of the club. 


Special Awards 
Robert E. Hooey Memorial 


Sec. 18—(a) A suitably engraved trophy, to be known as the “Robert 


E. Hooey Memorial Award,” is to be awarded annually to the 
first-year player in the American Association adjudged out- 
standing by the American Association Chapter of Baseball 
Writers. 


Only pitchers having served in at least 125 innings, 
catchers having worked in at least 75 innings and other 
players participating in 100 or more American Association 
games during the season in which the award is to be made 
will be considered in the balloting. 


All players will be excluded from consideration for this 
award who in any previous season spent 30 days or more on 
the active list of any club of Triple A or higher classification, 
all players other than pitchers with appearances in more 
than 20 games of Triple A Classification or higher, and pitch- 
ers who had worked in 30 or more innings of Triple A or 
higher classification baseball prior to the season in which 
the award is made. 

The award is in memory of the beloved former sports 
editor of the Ohio State Journal and former president of the 
American Association Chapter of Writers who always strove 


to further the interests of Baseball and of the American 
Association. 


Most Valuable Player 
(b) A suitably engraved trophy is to be awarded to the 


player adjudged by the American Association Chapter of 
Baseball Writers as the Most Valuable Player of the season. 


To be eligible for this award a pitcher must have served in 
at least 125 innings, a catcher must have worked in at least 
75 games, and all other players must have participated in at 
least 100 games. 


Outstanding Manager 


(c) A suitably engraved trophy is to be awarded to the 
manager adjudged by the American Association Chapter of 
Baseball Writers as having accomplished the most outstand- 
ing Managerial performance of the season. 


Batting Champion 


(d) The player officially credited with winning the Amer- 
ican Association batting championship will be presented with 
$100 and an appropriate gift in recognition thereof. 


25-Year Club 


Sec. 19—On June 13, 1950, in grateful recognition of American As- 





sociation baseball writers who have served in the league 
twenty-five (25) years or more, a 25-Year Club was estab- 
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lished by the league. As writers become eligible for member- 
ship in the club, they are to be given a suitably engraved 
ring symbolic of such a distinction. 


Post-Season Games by Championship Club 


Sec. 20—No games shall be played by the Championship club or team 
after the close of the season until the ensuing training season, 
except as may be authorized pursuant to agreements made by 
this Association with other baseball leagues of the same or 
higher classifications for post season games between their 
respective championship clubs. Subject to the general author- 
ity of the Board of Directors and to the terms of such agree- 
ments, the President of this Association shall arrange all 
details of such post-season series. The championship club 
may grant permission to individual members of its team to 
play exhibition games, provided not more than three members 
of the team appear in any one exhibition game, that no game 
is played after October 31, or with or against any ineligible 
player or team, and that no such player shall permit the 
team with which he plays any such exhibition game to be 
called or advertised in any manner in the name of the mem- 
ber of this Association or as champions of this Association. 


Art. 3 FINANCE OF GAMES 


Receipts 


Sec. 1—(a) A per capita deduction of seven cents (7¢) shall be for- 
warded to the league office on all admissions at championship 
games (pass gate admissions and special ladies’ or men’s day 
or night admissions included) and on all admissions to exhibi- 
tion games with major league clubs played in American 
Association parks during the championship season, regardless 
of when the game was arranged. 

One and one-half cents (1%¢) of each such seven cents 
(7¢) deduction is to be set aside for the Players’ Bonus Fund 
and the balance to be used in meeting the expenses of the 
league office. 

(b) The phrase ‘net receipts’ wherever used in this Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws shall be interpreted to mean the residue 
of any admission, or class of admission, to a championship 
game after deducting City, County, State and/or Federal 


admission taxes and seven cents (7¢) to the league office on 
all admissions. 


Minimum Scale Admission Prices 


Sec. 2—(a) The following listed minimum admission prices will 
prevail in all Association parks: 
Standard General Admission, Adults—$1.10, Children—$ .50 
Reserved Seats—$1.40 
Box Seats—$1.65 
Bleachers, Adults—$ .60, Children—$ .35 
Service Charge—$ .35 
(Above scale includes tax) 
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(b) Each member may establish such prices as it deems 
reasonable beyond the minimum general admission fee and 
for box or reserved seats or other accommodations. 
Ladies’ Days (Nights) Admissions 
Sec. 3—A club may not have more than two ladies’ days (nights) per 
week in which the minimum admission charge is 35¢. Any 
additional ladies’ days or nights can be held only by first 
gaining the consent of the visiting club and the league office. 
Men’s Days (Nights) Admissions 


Sec. 4—Clubs are limited to one Men’s day (night) and one Family 
day (night) each season and these may be staged only with 
the consent of the visiting club. Notification of plans for 
such a day (night) must be made to both the league office 
and the visiting club at least two weeks in advance. Approval 
of both the league and the visiting club is required before 
additional days (nights) of this type may be held. 

Special Days, Nights 

Sec. 5—(a) The league office and also the visiting club involved 

must be notified at least two weeks in advance of all planned 
special days and nights when the distribution of game re- 
ceipts is to be other than that regularly prescribed by the 
Constiution and By-Laws. In no case shall any home club 
arrange for more than one such ‘special day’ or ‘night’ with 
each of the cther member clubs during a single season and 
in every such instance the approval of the visiting club must 
first be procured. No such ‘special days’ or ‘nights’ will be 
arranged on dates when double header games are scheduled.” 
(b) When a league park is sold to an organization or spon- 
soring group for a flat sum, the home club will pay to the 
league office seven cents (7¢) on all admissions if tickets are 
sold at either regular or reduced prices. 
(c) On special days or nights, a home club shall pay the 
League Office a flat $400.00 fee in lieu of the normal 7¢ 
per paid admission, providing the park has been sold outright 
to a sponsor and where admissions are not charged. Further, 
on such special days or nights the visiting club’s share shall 
not be less than $500. 


Free Admissions 


Sec. 6—Otherwise than as above provided, no person shall be ad- 
mitted free to championship games, except players and 
officials of contesting clubs, the scorers, umpires, officials of 
this Association, of the National Association, and of other 
leagues and clubs operating under the National Association 
Agreement and the Major-Minor League Agreement; holders 
of courtesies issued by the President of this Association, by 
the National Association, and by the home club. 


Entrances and Turnstiles 


Sec. 7—Each member shall properly supervise its grounds and en- 
trances to prevent unauthorized admissions, and shall pro- 
vide and use at all times automatically registering and locked 
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turnstiles, the arms of which shall extend within four inches 
of the sides of the entranceway. The visiting club’s repre- 
sentative shall have full access to such turnstiles. All turn- 
stile counts shall be taken jointly by the representative of the 
home club and the visiting club. Turnstile ticket boxes shall 
not be removed before the end of the seventh inning. Emerg- 
ency gates may be used for admission only by consent of the 
visiting club. Separate turnstiles shall be provided for ladies 
and children on days when admitted free. 
Rain Checks 

Sec. 8—Each admission ticket to championship games of this As- 
sociation shall have attached thereto a rain check exchange- 
able for admission to any succeeding game during the season 
only in the event that a regulation game, as defined in the 
Official Playing Rules, shall not have been played on the 
date for which issued, in which event the visiting club and 
the Association shall not be entitled to share in the receipts. 

Pass-Out Checks 

Sec. 9—No pass-out checks permitting persons to re-enter park shall 

be issued. 
Division of Receipts 

Sec. 10—(a) The representative of the home club shall and the 
visiting club may count all admission tickets taken in at each 
game and compare such count with the turnstile registers, 
and whichever number shall be larger shall be the basis for 
settlement. The home club shall prepare a statement, in 
trip’ cate, in such form as the Board of Directors of this As- 
sociation may require, of the ticket count and turnstile rec- 
ords. The statement shall be certified as correct by the 
signature of an executive officer of the home club and of the 
representative of the visiting club. One copy shall be re- 
tained by the home club, one by the visiting club, and one 
mailed by the home club to the treasurer of this Association 
not later than the first secular day after the close of each 
series. 
(b) The home club shall deliver to the visiting club’s repre- 
sentative at the end of each series, with the statement of 
admissions and receipts. a check at a flat rate of 22c for 
each admission of over 50c and a flat rate of 10c¢ for each 
admission of 50c or under. 
IN NO INSTANCE SHALL THE VISITING CLUB’S 
SHARE OF ANY ADMISSION OF OVER 50c BE IN EX- 
CESS OF 22c, OR BE MORE THAN 10c FOR ANY ADMIS- 
SION OF 50c OR UNDER provided, however, that in case 
games are re-scheduled and played at member’s grounds 
because of loss or destruction of, or inability to use, the 
grounds or stands at the city for which originally scheduled, 
the total net receipts of such games be equally divided 
between the two clubs. 
(c) Each home club shall assume its state sales tax on ad- 
missions, state gross income tax, and other Federal, State, 
and City taxes on its home receipts. 

Opening Day Attendance Trophy 

Sec. 11—An Opening Day Attendance Trophy will be awarded to the 

city having the greatest number of adult paid admissions, 
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with children’s paid admissions to be counted on a basis of 
2 to 1, at its first home game. 


: 


1—The President of this Association shall select a staff of um- 
pires before the opening of each championship season, and 
shall assign them to officiate at games of this Association. 


»c. 2—The umpires shall be paid such salaries and expenses as may 


be mutually agreed upon by contract between them and the 
President of this Association. 


3—The umpires shall officiate at games to which assigned; they 
shall enforce the Official Playing Rules and the President’s 
instructions regarding any rule requiring interpretation, 
shall wear such uniform on the playing field as the President 
may designate, and shall comply with such rules and regula- 
tions as the President may establish. 

During the last series of a season between any two 
teams, the Umpire-In-Chief shal] be the sole judge of the 
fitness of the field for starting play. 

4—Complaints against umpires must be submitted in writing to 
the President, who shall take such action as he may deem 
proper to ascertain the facts. Willful violation by an umpire 
of the Constitution, By-Laws or Rules of this Association, of 
his contract, or of the Official Playing Rules, or improper 
language or conduct to any player, club or Association official 
on or off the playing field, shall subject him to discharge, 
fine, suspension of ineligibility, as the President may de- 
termine. 

5—Umpires shall be subject to discharge by the President of 
this Association and he shall fill vacancies as he deems best 
for the welfare of the league. 

6—Umpires may suspend a player during the game for the re- 
mainder of the game; such suspension shall not prevail for 
any succeeding game, and the umpire shall make his report 
in compliance with Official Playing Rules 9.11 and 9.12. The 
President shall take such action as he shall deem proper. 
In no case shall an umpire make recommendations to the 
President with reference to the penalty to be imposed. 


. 7—No umpire of this Association shall be employed as a scout 


by any member or receive compensation from any member 
for services in connection with the obtaining of any player. 


. 8—Umpires shall report for games at the time and place desig- 


nated by the President of this Association or, if no time has 
been specified, then at least one hour before the game to 
which he is assigned shall be scheduled to commence; and if 
prevented or delayed from so reporting, shall telephone the 


9—If, at the hour appointed for the beginning of the game, an 
American Association umpire shall not have appeared, or in 
case of illness or incapacity, before or during a game, of the 
umpire or umpires assigned thereto, the manager of each 
club shall se’ect one substitute player of the other club. The 
home club as soon as possible. 
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two players so selected shall, for that game, until an assigned 
American Association umpire appears for duty, be the duly 
authorized umpires of this Association, and shall have and 
discharge the duties and authority of such umpires. The 
umpire-in-chief shall be determined by lot, if the two clubs or 
the two umpires do not agree which shall act. The President 
of this Association shall be immediately notified, by telephone 
or telegraph, of the players selected to act as umpires, and 
for each game at which they officiate as umpires such players 
shall receive from the funds of this Association such com- 
pensation as the President may deem proper, which amount 
shall be deducted from the salary of the umpire or umpires 
for whom they substituted, if, in the opinion of the President, 
such umpire or umpires were negligent in failing to appear 
before commencement of game. 

Each member must accept umpires as assigned for cham- 
pionship games by the President of this Association. If a 
member shall fail to accord any umpire the courtesy, assist- 
ance, facilities and protection to which his position and re- 
sponsibility as representative of this Association entitles him, 
the President or Board of Directors of this Association shall 
impose such penalties as the facts may warrant. 

Each member shall provide at its grounds a suitable room 
for the umpires, with such dressing, locker, bathing and toilet 
facilities as the President or Board of Directors of this As- 
sociation may request. 
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», 12—The President of this Association shall place on its reserve 


list the names of all umpires upon whose services this As- 
sociation may desire to retain an option for the ensuing 
season. 


5 [ SCORERS | 


Appointment 


1—Official scorers shall be appointed by the President of this 
Association. The scorers shall keep accurate and complete 
records of championship games of this Association at which 
they serve, such records to be in accordance with the Official 
Seoring, Rules of Organized Baseball, and to include such 
further information and be in such form as the President or 
Board of Directors of this Association may prescribe. 


Scores 


2—Within twenty-four hours of the playing of a championship 
series the official scorer thereof shall mail to the President 
of this Association and to the Howe News Bureau a complete 
record of such games. Any question as to the accuracy, 
completeness, and impartiality of any such record shall be 
decided by the President, who may make such corrections 
therein as he may find necessary. The President of this As- 
sociation may on the grounds of inefficiency or failure to 
mail official scores promptly appoint a new official scorer. 
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Official Time 


Sec. 3—The official time of each game is to be established by the 
Umpire-In-Chief, and he is to so notify the official scorer 
from the field at the conclusion of each game. Time con- 
sumed in dragging the infield is not to be charged against the 
time recorded for the playing of a game. 


Art. 6 | PLAYERS AND PLAYER LIMITS | 


Sec. 1—(a) No member of this Association shall have title to, or 
control of, more than thirty-eight (38) players at any time, 
including a manager or coach who participates as a player in 
a championship game, and also including optional, suspended, 
temporarily inactive, and disabled players, but not including 
a non-playing manager or coach, or voluntarily retired, in- 
eligible or National Defense Service players. 


(b) Each club shall furnish the League office with an eli- 
gible list by noon of the day on which the season starts, said 
list to be kept active through all periods. Salary is to be 
charged against a player on and from the day he first enters 
a game. 

(c) Each club of this Association must be reduced to 
twenty-one (21) active players within thirty (30) days after 
the opening of the season to twenty (20) days before the 
close of the championship season of each year. Each year, on 
or before noon of the thirtieth day after opening day of the 
season, each club shall submit to the Association President 
the names of its active players and the Association President 
shall immediately transmit to each club in the Association a 
complete list of all such players, giving the name of the club 
with which they are eligible to play. 


(d) Any Championship game in which any player not pre- 
viously registered with the Association President as an 
active player competes shall be forfeited by a score of 9 to 
0 to the team against which the ineligible player played, and 
the team which used the ineligible player shall be charged 
with a loss. 


(e) No player shall be eligible to participate in any cham- 
pionship game who was not eligible to participate at the 
START of such game, except in case of injury to a catcher. 
In case of injury to a catcher, a club may carry a third, 
emergency, catcher temporarily, until such time as the in- 
jured catcher is able to return to the game. The injured 
eatcher need not be removed from the active list, and the 
emergency catcher will not be counted in either the active 
list or the salary limit, and is only to appear in a game if 
both catchers should be injured. 


(f) A player who has been removed from the active list for 
any reason whatsoever, except an optioned major league 
player who has been recalled and returned, may not be re- 
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stored to the active list before tne expiration of ten (10) 
days. After the active list expands, those players removed 
prior to twenty (20) days before the close of a season may 
be restored within ten (10) days. 


(g) No player may be assigned a uniform, or identification, 
number higher than 40. 


Salary Limits 


(a) No club in this Association shall pay to its players who 
appear on the eligible list or who participate in a champion- 
ship game during any one year salary which aggregate total 
is more than the limit for the period hereinafter specified, 
except as hereinafter specifically excepted: 


For the period April 17 through May 16 .................... ‘ 


For the period, May 17 through June 16 ............. ables 


For the period, July 17 through August 16 


$ 

$ 
For the period, June 17 through July 16 ...................$..... 

$ 

$ 


For the period, August 17 through September 9 ........ 
Total ‘ eee aan $ 


(Above 1956 periods shall be known as league salary periods.) 


Clubs will be allowed to carry forward unused salary bal- 
ances from period to period, but will not be allowed to draw 
upon any period in advance. 


(b) The average monthly salary for above purposes shall 
be considered as $600.00. 


(c) A bonus or extra compensation in addition to the 
amount of monthly salary rate, as stipulated on Page Two of 
the uniform contract, may be paid to any player and charged 
to any salary period, provided such total amount comes 
within the Association salary limitation rule. However, no 
bonus payments, salary or extra compensation may be 
charged to any salary affidavit subsequent to the period 
covered by the affidavit. 


(d) When a player’s contract is acquired from a major 
league club, only $600 a month is to be charged against the 
club’s salary limit for the current season. 


(e) Any remuneration to any player for services during a 
period that player is ineligible to participate in a champion- 
ship game shall not be considered “salary” and need not be 
reported to the League Office. 


(f) Any salary, bonus or extra compensation promised to 
be paid, or paid, to any playing manager, or to a player- 
coach, in excess of $600 a month for the Ameriean Associa- 
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tion season, need not be reported to the League President. 
Each club is limited to one player-coach. 


(g) For any player, optioned by a Major League club to a 
club of the American Association, a minimum of $450 must 
be reported. 


(h) Actual and necessary travel allowance paid to a player 
for reporting to a club or to training camp shall not be con- 
sidered salary nor shall any travel allowance for player’s 
return home at end of season be considered as salary pro- 
vided this transportation is for player only and amount being 
allowed is included on Page Three of his executed contract. 


(i) Any bonus paid to a player who is a free agent when 
signing a contract shall not be considered as salary and need 
not be recorded as such with the League President. 


(j) Any and al] salary, bonus or extra compensation or 
travel allowance, except as hereinbefore specified, which is 
paid to any player or players, or player’s family either di- 
rectly or indirectly by the club with which the player is under 
contract or by any other club or corporation or person except 
as provided for in the Players’ Bonus Fund to be paid by this 
Association, shall be considered as “salary” and shall be re- 
corded with the President of the League. 


(k) On or before the fifth day after the close of each period, 
each club in this league shall forward to the President of the 
League a statement showing the salaries (as hereinbefore 
defined and as hereinbefore required to be recorded) paid to 
each player for the preceding month. Such list shall be a 
true, accurate and complete statement of the salary paid and 
required to be recorded and shall be certified to as follows 
by the President of the club: 


I hereby certify that the above statement is a true, ac- 
curate and complete statement of all compensations which 
the salary rules of the League require to be recorded as 
paid to any player or players under contract with the 


eaten abchetieniatneteiescediahidiancnm Club for the period................ 
aso iicecics-<-acscre- abtnaessasdlessahaee ee: ee, ee 


pliant iointctieateain Club, or any other club, corporation 
or person. 


To carry out the provisions of this rule and to enforce it 
the League President, or someone appointed by the League 
President, may question and obtain statements from players 
and examine League member’s books to ascertain if all sal- 
aries and extra compensations have been reported as re- 
quired. Upon the written request of any three members of 
the League, the League President, or someone named by him, 
shall conduct a special investigation of the salaries paid by 
any one club. 
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(1) Any club paying salaries for any “league salary 
period” which is in excess of the limit allowed herein for that 
period shall be fined the sum of $500.00 and all games won 
by such club during the “league salary period” for which such 
excess salaries were recorded shall be thrown out of the 
official league standings and counted not played unless the 
league by a majority vote of its members (the offending club 
not voting) shall decide to impose a larger fine and have the 
games remain as piayed. 


(m) Any club which the Board of Directors shall, after 
hearing evidence, find guilty of falsely certifying to a salary 
list, may be penalized in such manner as the Board of Di- 
rectors may determine. Such penalty may be the declaring a 
free agent any player under contract with the offending 
club or by ordering any player’s contract with the offending 
club assigned to another club under terms and conditions 
specified by the Board of Directors. To carry out the pro- 
visions of this section the guilt and penalty shall be de- 


termined by five (5) votes of the Board of Directors (the 
offending club not voting). 


Player Loan Forbidden 


Sec. 3 





No member of this Association shall lend a player to another 
member, nor shall players be optioned between member clubs. 
A player acquired in either above manner shall be considered 
ineligible and any championship game in which this player 
participates shall be forfeited to the team against which the 
ineligible player played. 


Contracts 


Sec. 4—(a) No player shall be permitted to participate in a cham- 
pionship game of this Association unless a contract has been 
executed by the club and player; and any games won with an 
unsigned player participating shall be thrown out of the 
records, but any games lost with such player participating 
shall stand in the records and be counted. 


(b) An offer and acceptance of terms between a club and a 
player shal] be valid if written proof thereof be submitted 
to the President of this Association and to the President of 
the National Association evidenced by writing or telegram, 
or money advanced to the player, within ten days of the 
transaction, but a formal contract must be executed before 
the player participates in games. If the player shall refuse 
to execute a formal contract in accordance with the terms of 
acceptance, he shal] be disqualified to play in this Association. 
or otherwise, until such contract shall be executed or the dis- 
qualification removed. 


(c) Contracts between members and their players shall be in 
the form prescribed by the National Association. No member 
shall make a contract different from the uniform contract so 
prescribed, nor a contract containing a non-reserve clause or 
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any covenant having such effect, unless permission be first 
obtained from the National Association. 


(d) Members shall mail all contracts with their players to 
the President of the National Association. The President of 
the National Association will duly forward to the League 
Office all such contracts as approved and the Association 
President shall record all such contracts and return them io 
respective clubs holding title thereto. 


(e) All players’ contracts shall include a salary affidavit to 
be signed by the Club President and player. The affidavit 
shall provide that both the Club President and player certify 
that all of the compensation the player is receiving, either in 
the form of salary, transportation allowance, or bonus from 
any club, person, agent or corporation, be shown in the con- 
tract, and space shall be provided on the contract for the 
insertion of clauses to indicate plainly just what extra com- 
pensation, if any, the player is receiving in addition to the 
monthly salary rate specified in the body of the contract, and 
which is classed as salary. The salary affidavit shall also 
indicate in a conspicuous place, notice to the player and 
owner that signing a false affidavit will subject the player 
to a fine or being placed on the ineiigible list for a period of 
two years or both. In case of a Club President being found 
guilty of signing a false affidavit, the club which said guilty 
Club President represented at the signing of the false affi- 
davit, shall be fined the sum of $500.00 and the Club 
President suspended from participation in the American 
Association affairs for a period of two years from the date 
he was found guilty of signing the false affidavit. 


Transfers 


Sec. 5—-Members shall promptly notify the President of this Associ- 


ation of all assignments of players’ contracts whether out- 
right, conditional or optional, and of all unconditional 
releases of players. 

No player may be transferred from one member to 
another member of this Association during the period com- 
mencing 20 days before the close of the Championship season 
except on waivers, ror may any member obtain an active 
player from the Pacific Coast League, the International 
League, or from the major leagues during that period. 

Any player awarded to another member of this Associa- 
tion on waivers by a member of this Association shall be 
eligible to play with the assignee member even though such 
an award was made during the period commencing 20 days 
before the close of the Championship season. 

Any player who is out on option from a club in this 
Association to a club in a lower classification may not be 
transferred to another club in this Association during the 
period commencing 20 days before the close of the Cham- 
pionship season except on waivers. 

It is understood that this Section 5 is to comply with 
all provisions of Paragraph (e) of Major League Rule 11, 
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Paragraph (e) of Major-Minor League Rule 11, and of Para- 
graph (f) of Section 25.02 of the National Association 
Agreement. 

Reserve Lists 


Sec. 6—(a) On or before October 16, each year, each member shall 
mail to the President of this Association a list of its players, 
not exceeding the player limit hereinbefore specified, whom 
it desires to reserve for the ensuing season, and also a list of 
its voluntarily retired and ineligible players. 


(b) No member may reserve a player to whom it is indebted 
for salary arrears, unless there be a bona fide controversy 
respecting such indebtedness, in which case any amount found 
to be due must be paid within ten days of the final adjudica- 
tion of the controversy, or the reservation of the player shall 
be cancelled. 


Effect of Club Disbandment 


Sec. 7—The disbandment of a club member of this Association, or its 
withdrawal from or forfeiture of membership, shall vest in 
this Association title to the services of such club’s players, 
and they shall be subject to transfer to any club or clubs 
the Association may designate; provided, however, that if 
such change in the club’s status shall take place during a 
championship season, or within thirty days prior thereto, this 
Association shall notify immediately the players whom it 
desires to retain and their salaries thereafter accruing, as 
well as any salary arrears due them, shall be paid by this 
Association until such time as they may be transferred or 
released by this Association, and any players not so notified 
shall become free agents. 


Salary Arrears 


Sec. 8—(a) A player shall be entitled to be declared a free agent by 
the President of this Association, or other competent baseball 
authority, if salary due him be not paid within ten days of 
the date it is due, unless there be a bona fide controversy 
respecting such indebtedness, in which case any amount found 
to be due must be paid within ten days of the final adjudica- 
tion of the controversy or the player shall be declared a free 
agent. Such free agency shall not discharge the club’s liabil- 
ity for salary due. 

(b) No member of this Association shall suspend or other- 
wise attempt to disqualify any player to whom it is indebted 
for salary for refusing to contract while such salary is unpaid. 


Gift for Securing Employment 
See, 9—If any official, manager, player, scout or other employee or 
agent of any member of this Association, or any official, 
umpire or employee of this Association, shall demand or re- 
ceive any money or other valuable consideration, whether 
gratuitous or otherwise, from any player for or because of 
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services rendered or to be rendered, or supposed to have been 
rendered or to be rendered, in obtaining him employment with 
a member of this Association, such money or other valuable 
consideration shall be returned immediately upon its receipt 
and if not so returned the President or Board of Directors 
of this Association may impose such penalties as the facts 
may, in their opinion, warrant. 


Travel Expense 


Sec. 10—Members of this Association shall pay their players’ travel 
expenses, including Pullman accomodations and meals en 
route, from their homes to the training camp. 


Playing With Other Teams 


Sec. 11—A player who, during a championship season, participates 
in a baseball game with a team or club other than the mem- 
ber of this Association with which he has contracted, may be 
fined such amount as the President or Board of Directors 
may deem proper, which fine shall not be less than any 
known consideration received by the player for participation 
in such game. 


Discipline 


Sec. 12—(a) Members may fine, suspend or otherwise discipline 
their players, manager, or coach for insubordination, failure 
to keep in condition, failure to observe the requirements of 
their contracts, or rules and regulations of the club with 
respect to their conduct on or off the playing field, or for 
eareless or indifferent play or other conduct detrimental to 
the club’s interests. 


(b) Written notice of any such fine, suspension or other 
disciplinary action, and of the cause therefor, shall be given 
the player, manager or coach concerned, and a copy thereof 
shall also be mailed immediately by the club to the President 
of this Association. 


(c) A player, manager or coach suspended by his club for 
ten days or more, or fined $100 or more, may appeal to the 
President or Board of Directors of this Association who may 
revoke, suspend or commute the suspension or fine, as the 
facts may, in their opinion, warrant. 


(d) If a player, manager or coach be suspended by the 
President or Board of Directors of this Association for viola- 
tion of the playing rules or the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules of this Association, or for any misconduct, either the 
order of suspension, or a subsequent order by the President 
or Board of Directors, may require that he shall be excluded, 
while games are being played, from the grounds or stands 
where his team is playing, until the suspension shall expire 
or be removed. 
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Art. 7 ] WAIVERS | 


Waiver Price 


Sec. 1—A member claiming and awarded a player’s contract on 
waivers shall pay to the assigning club, through the office of 
the President of this Association, the sum of $4,000.00 for the 
player’s contract, same to be paid within five (5) days of 
award. If such player’s contract was purchased, outright or 
conditionally, within one (1) year prior to the date of the 
waiver request at a price in excess of $4,000.00, and the club’s 
waiver request shall have stated the full and/or total of 
contingent purchase price, then the claiming club, shall pay 
to the requesting club through the office of the League Presi- 
dent, the full amount the requesting club paid, or will be 
obligated to pay, for such player’s contract. Dates for de- 
termining a “first-year-purchased-player” shall be those of 
the recorded transfer agreement and the date of waiver 
request. 


Requirements 


Sec. 2—(a) Before a member of this Association may release un- 
conditionally, or assign a player’s contract outright or con- 
ditionally, or to return the contract of a player conditionally 
purchased, to any club other than a member of this Associa- 
tion, or of the Nationa] League or of the American League, 
each member of this Association must be given an opportunity 
to take an assignment of such contract as hereinafter set 
forth, except that players may be assigned optionally without 
waivers, predicated on previous option record. 


(b) In case the optioning club desires to assign outright the 
contract of a player out on option, waivers must be requested 
and, in case the player is claimed, the request for waivers may 
be withdrawn and the player may remain with the club where 
he is on option. 


(c) It is not necessary for clubs to request waivers on 
players optionally assigned to them by other clubs before 
transferring their contracts. 


(d) All requests for league waivers must at all times in- 
clude full information on the following: 

(1) Special bonuses due or contingently postponed. 

(2) In the case of a “first-year-purchased-player,” the 
full amount paid, or obligated to be paid, for such 
player’s contract providing such an amount is in 
excess of $4,000.00, and date of sakes agreement 
affecting the waiver price. 

(e) During the playing season, waiver requests must include 
salary of player, all financia] arrangemen* involving player, 
and whereabouts of player, in addition to the information 
specified in Paragraph (d). 


(f) The club requesting waivers is to be held responsible 
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for the accuracy and completeness of the information re- 
quired by the foregoing provisions. 


Procedure 


Sec. 3—The President of this Association, upon receiving a request 
by a member for waivers upon the services of a player, shall 
immediately notify all other members of this Association, by 
telegram or letter. Any member desiring an assignment of 
such player’s contract must file claim thereto with the Presi- 
dent of this Association by telegram in accordance with the 
following provisions except as National Association rules 
may otherwise specify governing reinstated National Defense 
Service players: 

Claiming time for the period from the Annual Meeting to 
the cut-down date shall be by midnight of the fifth day. 

Claiming time between the cut-down date and twenty (20) 
days before the close of the championship season shall be by 
midnight of the third day. 

Claiming time between the period twenty (20) days before 
the close of the championship season to the Annual Meeting 
shall be by midnight of the tenth day. 

During the championship season, in determining the limit 
of waiver time, Sundays and holidays are to be excepted. if 
these time limits, other than during the championship season, 
expire on a Sunday or on a holiday, they shal] be extended to 
12 o’clock noon of the next secular day. Failure of a member 
to reply within these time limits shall constitute a waiver. 


Telegraphic Requests 


Sec. 4—Telegraphic requests for waivers may be made in emergency 
situations. Where there is no response to a telegraphic re- 
quest for waivers within forty-eight (48) hours, Sundays and 
holidays excepted, after the request leaves the league office, 
the league office shall assume that the club, or clubs, failing 
to respond to the request, waives, or waive, on the player, or 
players, named in the request. 


Conflicting Claims 


Sec. 5—If two or more members claim a player on waivers, they shall 
have priority in reverse order of their standing in the contest 
for the Association championship at the time the right to 
claim expires, if more than ten (10) days of the champion- 
ship season have elapsed and, if not, then in reverse order of 
such standing at the close of the preceding season. 


Reclaiming Player 


Sec. 6—If a member obtaining a player on waiver claim shall ask 
waivers on him within thirty days thereafter, during cham- 
pionship season, or within ninety days thereafter, at other 
times, the member from which he was so obtained shall have 
prior right over all other clubs to take a reassignment on his 
contract. No withdrawal of the waiver request shall be per- 
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mitted so far as the club from which he was so obtained is 
concerned; and if waivers be requested within thirty days by 
the member so reclaiming the player, the member from whom 
he was so reclaimed shall not be entitled to claim him. 


Revocability 


Sec. 7—If a player be claimed on waivers, the member requesting the 
waivers shall be promptly notified by the President of 
this Association. Unless such member, within forty-eight 
hours after the claiming time has expired, shall give the 
President of this Association telegraphic notice that it will 
withdraw the request, retain the player, the claiming club 
must take the assignment of the player’s contract. The re- 
ceiving time at the telegraphic office, or at the post office 
(if the President shall have been given notice of claim by 
letter), in the member’s city, as stamped on the telegrams or 
envelope, shall govern. 


Duration of Waivers 
Sec. 8—Waivers requested and obtained at the Annual Meeting shall 
be valid to midnight of the day preceding the day of the cut- 
down period. 
Waivers requested and obtained after the cut-down period, 
shall be valid through the period ending twenty (20) days 
before the close of the championship season. 


Waivers requested and obtained during the twenty-day 
period before the end of the championship season shall be 
valid to the date of the Annual Meeting. 


Art. 8 


Farcical Play 


Sec. 1—Any player who makes, or attempts to make, a farce or bur- 
lesque of a game, or of his play therein, may be fined not less 
than $100 and/or suspended not exceeding ten days, as the 
President of this Association may order; and if the result of 
such game could, at the time it is played, affect the cham- 
pionship award for that season, the foregoing penalties shall 
be doubled and the President or Board of Directors may order 
the game to be replayed or may throw it out of the records, 
if they deem such action desirable. If the umpire shall direct 
the manager’s attention to any such farcical play ,and the 
player or any other player of the same team thereafter shall 
do or attempt to do any further farcical playing ,the game 
shall be forfeited and the player or players concerned and 
the manager shall incur the penalties heretofore set forth in 
connection with game forfeitures 


Scandalous Conduct 
Sec, 2—Any player, manager, or club or Association employee or 
official, improperly conducting himself in public, by intoxica- 
tion, fighting, gambling, indecency, or other scandalous, dis- 
reputable or criminal conduct, whether on or off the playing 
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field, or by any personal association discreditable or preju- 
dicial to the good repute or welfare of professional baseball, 
or of this Association, may be fined and/or suspended or 
declared ineligible, as the President or Board of Directors of 
this Association may deem proper. 


Scandalous Charges 


Sec. 3—Any player, manager or club or Association umpire, employee 
or official, who shall orally or in writing, make charges or 
statements reflecting upon the integrity of any member, 
player, manager or club or Association umpire, employee or 
official, shall be cited to appear before the Board of Directors 
of this Association and substantiate such charge or state- 
ments. Failure to appear, or failure to substantiate such 
charges or statements, shall subject the maker thereof to 
such penalties, including ineligibility, as the Board of Di- 
rectors may consider proper. Upon such charges or state- 
ments being proven true, the accused shall be subject to such 
penalties, including ineligibility, as the Board of Directors 
may consider proper. 


Art. 9 | CLAIMS, DISPUTES AND COMPLAINTS | 


Jurisdiction 


Sec. 1—(a) The President of this Association shall have original 
jurisdiction of all claims, disputes and complaints involving 
matters or persons within the jurisdiction of this Association, 
subject to the right of any interested party to request action 
by the full Board at the outset in connection with any matter 
not within the President’s final jurisdiction, and except as 
otherwise provided in the Constitution, By-Laws, and Rules 
of this Association, of the National Association Agreement, 
or of the Major-Minor League Agreement, and in addition to 
any right of appeal therein set forth, either party may appeal 
from the President’s decision to the Board of Directors of 
this Association, provided written notice of such appeal! be 
given within ten days by the appellant to the other parties 
concerned and to the President. 


(b) In deciding such appeal, the President shall have no 
vote, unless the vote of the other directors be evenly divided. 


(c) The President of the League shall furnish to all clubs 
copies of all evidence and argument submitted by the club 
or clubs at issue, and within five days after receipt of such 
copy all clubs, except the club or clubs involved in the con- 
troversy, shall register with the President of the League their 
votes on such appeal. 


(d) The President of the League shall assess against and 
collect from any club or clubs for failing or refusing to cast 
a vote for or against the appeal, within the time limit speci- 
fied, the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50.00). 


~ 
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Time of Presentation 


Sec. 2—-All claims, disputes, controversies and complaints must be 
presented within the time limited by the Constitution, By- 
Laws and Rules of this Association, or by the National As- 
sociation Agreement or Major-Minor League Agreement, as 
the case may be, or, if not fixed thereby, then within sixty 
days of the maturity of the claim or of the date the com- 
plainant first had notice of the matters at issue. 


Procedure 


Sec. 3—(a) Hearings upon claims, disputes and complaints before 
the President or Board of Directors of this Association shall 
be conducted in general, like judicial proceedings and with 
due regard for the principles of equity and justice. Technical 
rules of evidence and judicial procedure may be subordinated, 
as may seem desirable, to ascertainment of the truth ani 
justice of the matters at issue. 


(b) Affidavits and depositions may be admitted as evidence, 
if persona! appearance of the witnesses be not reasonably 
possible or imperatively necessary, in the opinion of the 
President or Board of Directors. 


(c) Continuances, extensions of time and adjournments may 
be ordered by the President or Board of Directors, on their 
own motion, or granted in their discretion on request of an 
interested party stating reasonable cause therefor. 


(d) Any party concerned in claim, dispute, complaint or 
other matter before the President or Board of Directors of 
this Association shall be entitled to attend and be repre- 
sented by council at the hearing thereof, and to present evi- 
dence and argument material to the issues involved. 


(e) Consistent with the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of 
this Association, and of the National Association Agreement 
and the Major-Minor League Agreement, so far as they may 
be applicable, the Board of Directors may adopt further rules 


and regulations for the hearing and determination of claims, 
disputes and complaints. 


Default 


Sec. 4—If any member or person party to any charge, claim, dis- 
pute, complaint or other matter shall fail to answer fully 
thereto within the time specified by the Constitution, By- 
Laws and Rules of this Association, or such time as the 
President or Board of Directors may have allowed in writing, 
judgment shall be rendered or action taken against the party 
in default; and no appeal therefrom or request for rehearing 
shall be considered, unless such party in default first shal! 
have in the opinion of the President or Board of Directors, 


as the case may be, established that the default was not 
negligent or willful. 
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Decisions 


Sec. 5—Written notice of decisions shall be given all parties inter- 
ested in the matters at issue, and whenever in the opinion of 
the President or Board of Directors such action may be de- 
sirable, to the members of this Association and other base- 
ball league and officials, or to the public generally. 


Costs 


Sec. 6—The President or Board of Directors may impose the expenses 
of hearings, including witness fees and expenses, but not in- 
cluding counsel fees, on one or more parties to the claim, 
dispute or complaint, as the facts may warrant. 


Rehearing 


~ -~ 
‘ 





No rehearing shall be granted by the President or Board of 
Directors of this Association, except upon application filed 
within ten days, assigning reasons for reversal or modifica- 
tion of the decision, and also stating any new evidence, data 
or argument in support thereof, and if previously available, 
satisfactorily explaining failure to present it upon the 
original hearing. 


Art. 10 [ COMMITTEES | 


FINANCE AND MEMBERSHIP 


Mr. Mel Jones—Chairman 
Mr. W. D. Ryan 
Mr. Robert Howsam 


RESOLUTIONS 


Mr. L. W. Bergesch, Chairman 
Mr. Lynn Stone 
Mr. Hillman Lyons 


SCHEDULE 
Mr. Fred E. Grimm, Chairman 


Mr. Owen J. Bush 
Mr. W. D. Ryan 


Each of the foregoing committees is to serve until the next 
Annual Mecting of the American Association. 


58 





ct 


ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 481 


ADDENDUM 


Pertinent Changes in American Association By-Laws Applicable to 1957 Season 


On page 32, under section 12, Travel, the following language should be inserted 
as paragraph 3: 

“In the event of a ‘time limit game’ to permit a club to reach its next scheduled 
city, the play will be suspended and will be resumed at that point with the same 
lineups or as near as possible to the same lineups prior to the next meeting of the 
teams in that city. No time limits will be allowed on the final meeting of the 
season between two teams.” 

Paragraph 4 (formerly paragraph 3) is unchanged. 

Paragraph 5 (formerly paragraph 4) is unchanged. 

+ + * * + a + 

On page 46, under article 6, Players and Players Limits, the language in the 
first two lines of paragraph (c) should be revised to read: 

“Each club of this Association must be reduced to twenty (20) active players 
within thirty (30) days after * * *” (limit formerly was 21). 

- * * + * * 


On page 54, under section 3, Procedure, the language in the fourth paragraph 
should be revised to read : 

“Claiming time between the period twenty (20) days before the close of the 
championship season to the annual meeting shall be by midnight of the fifth day.” 
(Claiming time for this period formerly was 10 days. ) 

. * - * * * a 

On page 55, under section 8, Duration of Waivers, the language in paragraph 1 
should be revised to read : 

“Waivers requested and obtained at the Annual Meeting shall be valid to 12: 0/ 
A. M., March 1.” (Formerly valid to midnight of day preceding the cut-down 
period. ) 

Paragraph 2 of section 8, should be revised to read : 

“Waivers requested and obtained after 12:01 A. M., March 1, shall be valid 
to midnight of the day preceding the day of the cut-down period.” 

Paragraph 3 (formerly paragraph 2) is unchanged. 

Paragraph 4 (formerly paragraph 3) is also unchanged. 


ARIZONA-MEXICO LEAGUE 
CLass C 
CONSTITUTION AND By-Laws, 1957 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article I. Name. 
Article IT. Purpose. 
Article III. Membership. 
Article IV. Guarantee fund. 


Article V. Organization, officers, meetings. 
Article VI. League finances. 

Article VII. Minimum admission prices. 
Article VIII. Salary limit. 

Article IX. Player Yimit. 

Article X. Umpires. 

Article XI. Conduct and fines. 

Article XII. Disputes and complaints. 
Article XII. Schedule. 

Article V. Official scores. 


I 

I 

1 

XI 

Article XV. League series. 
Article XVI. Night baseball. 

VII. Member club organizations. 
Article XVIII. Playing rules. 
Article XIX. Amendments. 
Changes since most recent adoption. 


H6797T O—S57T—pt. 1 32 








482 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE ARIZONA-MExICco LEAGUE, AFFILIATED WITH 
rHE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUES 


1bo7 
ARTICLE I 
Name 


This Association shall be called the Arizona-Mexico League of the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues 


ARTICLE II 
Purpose 


rhe purposes of this League shall be: 


(a) To perpetuate baseball as the National Game of the United States 
and to surround it with such Safeguards as to warrant absolute publi 
confidence in its integrity and methods. 

(b) To protect and promote the mutual interests of the professional base 
ball clubs and professional baseball players. 

(c) To establish and regulate the baseball championship of our territory 


ARTICLE Il 


Vembership 


Section 1. The Arizona-Mexico League shall consist of six clubs located in the 
following cities: Cananea, Sonora, Mexico; Douglas, Arizona; Las Vegas 
Nevada; Mexicali, B. C., Mexico; Phoenix, Arizona; Tucson, Arizona; and such 
other clubs as may from time to time be elected to membership as hereinafte 
provided for, but in no event shall there be more than one club in any city 

Section 2. The Arizona-Mexico League shall from year to year retain its mem 
bership in the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, in what 
ever class it may be assigned, and the President of the League shall remit each 
year to the President of said Association a draft to cover the yearly dues owed 
by the League 

Section 3. In case a vacancy occurs in the membership of this Association 
during the championship season, the President shall have authority to immediate 
ly take over the franchise and players belonging to said territory, and subject to 
ratification by the Board of Directors, transfer said membership, franchise, and 
players to any corporation, partnership, or individual in said territory which will 
assume and discharge all obligatirns existing against said territory, and give 
satisfactory guarantee to continue said membership and fulfill all contractual 
obligations, In case said membership cannot be reestablished in said territory, 
the President shall nominate to the Board of Directors all applicants for said 
territory, and a vote thereon shall be taken A majority vote of all clubs will 
be required to admit any applicant to membership. Such membership, however 
shall continue only until the next annual meeting; but such clubs shall be sub 
ject to all the rules and requirements of this organization and to those of the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues 

Section 4. The membership of any club in this Association may be terminated 
bY 

(a) The resignation duly accepted by a three-fourths vote of all the clubs 
in meeting duly conyened 

(b) Failure of any member club to present its nine at the time and place 
agreed upon to play any championship game, unless caused by unavoidable 
accident 

(c) Allowing open betting or pool selling upon its grounds or in any build 
ing owned or occupied by it 
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(d) Playing any game of ball with a club that is disqualiffed under the 
rules of the National Association. 

(e) Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose any game of ball 
or failure to immediately expel from its team any player who shall be proven 
guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose any game of 
ball, or of being interested in any pool or wager thereon. 

(f) Failure to accept an umpire assigned by the President of the League. 

(g) Failing to furnish at each game adequate police protection to guar- 
antee order on the grounds, and the personal safety to all spectators, um- 
pires, and players. 

(h) Failing or refusing to fulfill its contractual obligations. 

(i) Willfully violating any provisions of this Constitution and By-Laws. 

(j) Disbandment of its organization or team during the championship 
season or at any time during the life of this agreement. 

(k) By a three-fourths vote of the remaining clubs, if for business or 
other reasons, it appears to be to the best interest of the League that such 
membership is no longer desirable. 

Section 5. To carry into effect the provisions of Section 4 of this Article, the 
facts in any case covered by such sections must be reported to the President of 
the League, who shall at once notify by mail or telegraph, the party charged 
with the specific default or offense, inquiring whether any dispute exists as to 
the facts alleged. In case the facts are disputed, the Board of Directors 
shall, after due notice, try the case under such regulations as they may pre- 
scribe, and their findings shall be final and conclusive. Action may be taken 
under sub-section K of Section 4 at any meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the League without the formalities herein set forth. 

Section 6. Upon conviction of any of the offenses prescribed in Section 4 of 
this Article, the Board of Directors may, in the first instance, and as a pre- 
liminary to, or in lieu of expulsion, impose a fine of not less than $200.00 which 
fine may include a penalty payment to any other club or clubs, as a compen 
sation for damages sustained. 

(b) As a guarantee of its ability to pay any such fine or penalty, each club 
shall deposit with the League President the sum of $200.00 on or before Feb- 
ruaiy 1 of each calendar year. Said deposit shall be refunded at the end of 
each playing season at the discretion of the Board of Directors. 

Section 7. The disbandment, withdrawal, or expulsion of any member of this 
Association shall operate as a complete forfeiture of its franchise and players 
and of any right to share in the Guarantee Fund or any other fund deposited 
with the League by said member; and to any right, title, direct or indirect inter- 
est in the franchise theretofore held by it, together with said club’s interest 
in the contracts of all players under contract to it, and all said interests shall 
revert to the Arizona-Mexico League. 


ARTICLE IV 


Guarantee Fund 


Secion 1. Each year on a date designated by the President of the National 
Association, each member club of this League shall send, through the League 
President to the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, a cheek 
in the amount of one-half of the monthly salary limit of this League as a guar- 
antee of payment of any obligations due by the depositing club to its players, 
this League and other leagues or clubs in the order named, and as a guarantee 
against violation of any provision of this Constitution and By-Laws or any 
legislation or contracts made in pursuance thereof. On October Ist, following 
the close of the season, this fund shall be returned to the clubs. 

Section 2. All new members admitted to this League, shall, in addition to de- 
positing said guarantee, deposit with the President an amount equal to the share 
of each of the old members in the sinking fund of the League at the time of the 
admission of said new member or new members. 

Section 3. The Guarantee Deposit of any member of this League together 
with its interest in the sinking fund of the League, or in any fund or check 
passing through the hands of the President of the League belonging to said 
member shall be subject to the payment of any fines, assessments or other indebt 
ness due to the League or any other member of the League, by said member 
before any distribution thereof shall be made. Any club failing to complete any 
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season or abandoning its territory shall forfeit all right, title, and interest in the 
sinking fund or other property of the League, including its guarantee deposit and 
any surplus fund in the treasury of the League, and to any right, title, or inter- 
est in the franchise theretofore held by it, together with said club’s interest in 
the contracts of all players under contract to it. 

Section 4. If any club operating a franchise in this League shall notify the 
President in writing on or before October Ist, after the current season of any 
year is over, that it will not operate its franchise during the following season, 
then it shall be the duty of the President to cooperate with such club owner in 
trying to place said franchise with other parties in said city, or some other city 
agreeable to the League, and if, and when, said franchise is so placed, the parties 
taking over the franchise from the surrendering club shall deposit their guaran- 
tee check as herein provided, and their proportionate part of any then existing 
surplus, the President of the League shall then return the guarantee check and 
its proportionate part of said surplus of the surrendering club less any expense 
incurred in placing said franchise and any indebtedness above named. Title to 
players on the roster of the surrendering club shall vest in the League from date 
of Notice. 

Section 5. Whenever it becomes necessary to use any part of the guarantee fund 
for the purpose of discharging the financial obligations of any club, said club 
shall be required to place the amount so used in discharging its obligations in 
the guarantee fund within fifteen days, or failing to do so, shall forfeit all its 
rights of membership in this League. 


ARTICLE V 
Organization, Officers, and Meetings 


Section 1. The governing body of this League shall be the Board of Directors, 
which shall consist of the President of the League and the Chief Executive 
Officer of each member club. Each member club shall certify to the League their 
member of the Board of Directors, and said member shall be qualified to vote 
for and on behalf of such club. No club shall be entitled to more than one vote 
at any meeting of the governing body of this League. Members of the Board of 
Directors shall hold office from year to year and until such time as their successors 
are elected or designated and certification thereof duly made as herein provided. 

Section 2. In the event of a vacancy in the Directorate at any time, the club 
lacking representation on the Board of Directors may fill such vacancy and shall 
thereupon certify to the League the person authorized to represent it on the 
Board of Directors. 

Section 3. Each club shall have the right to regulate its own affairs, to estab- 
lish its own rules and discipine, punish, suspend or expel its own manager, play- 
ers or other employees, and do any other thing not in conflict with this Con- 
stitution, the playing rules, or the rules of the National Association. 

Section 4. Duties of the Board of Directors: 

(a) The Board of Directors shall have general supervision over the affairs 
and business of the League. 

(b) They shall, upon call of the President, hold the annual meeting of the 
League. 

(c) They shall hold special meetings upon call of the President or at the re- 
quest of the majority of the Board at such time and place as the call may desig 
nate. 

(d) At the annual meeting of the Board of Directors, they shall elect, by 
majority vote, a President-Treasurer, a Vice President, and an Executive Sec- 
retary. The Vice President shall be chosen, by election, from among the mem- 
bership of the Board of Directors. The Executive Secretary shall receive an 
annual salary of $2,400.00. 

Section 5. Meetings: 

(a) As soon as practicable after the close of the championship season, and 
on or before the first day of December of each year, the President shall call 
the annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the League at such time and 
place as he may decide. 

(b) A majority of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum at all 
meetings of the Board. 

(ec) The Board of Directors may, upon majority vote of its members, elect 
to go into executive session for the transaction of any or all of its business 
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(d) The order of business at the annual meeting, unless suspended by a 

majority vote, shall be as follows: 
1. Reading of minutes of previous meetings. 
2. Annual Report of the President of the League. 
3. Reports of special and standing committees. 
4. Election of Officers. 
5. New Business. 
6. Adjournment. 

Section 6. Duties of the President: 

(a) The President shall be charged with the proper and efficient administra- 
tion of the affairs of the League. 

(b) He shall preside at all meetings of the League and at all meetings of 
the Board of Directors, and shall conduct same in an orderly manner. 

(ec) He shall have the power to appoint all committees of the League. 

(d) He shall be responsible for the general supervision of the affairs of the 
League and shall do and perform all things which shall become necessary to pro- 
tect the League, and shall do and perform all things necessary to secure a strict 
compliance with the letter and spirit of this agreement by all parties who may 
be or may become connected with it. 

(e) An appeal from any of his actions or rulings may be made to the Board 
of Directors except in the appointment and assignment of umpires, decisions on 
protested games, rulings on the conduct of players, their discipline, and all 
regulations looking to preserving the order and dignity of the League. 

(f) He shall regulate all matters pertaining to the welfare of the League 
which may arise and which are not specifically provided for herein. 

(g) He shall act as Treasurer and be the custodian of all League funds and 
shall render a strict accounting of all receipts and disbursements at each annual 
meeting of the League, and at such times as the Board of Directors may re- 
quest. 

Section 7. Duties of the Vice President : 

It shall be the duty of the Vice President in the absence of the President 
to perform all the duties of the President, and, in the event of a vacancy oc- 
curring in the office of President, he shall act as President until such time as 
the Board of Directors shall fill such a vacancy. 

Section 8. Duties of the Executive Secretary : 

(a) The Executive Secretary shall keep adequate minutes of all meetings 
of the League and of the Board of Directors. At the direction of the Presi- 
dent, he shall issue notices of all regular and special meetings. 

(b) He shall receive all applications for membership in the League and place 
them before the Board of Directors. He shall keep a list of all duly certified 
members of the Board of Directors. 

(c) He shall be responsible for such funds of the League as the President may 
direct. 

(d) He shall assist the President in transacting such business as the President 
may refer to him. 

ARTICLE VI 


League Finances 


Section 1. Each member elub, without exception, shall pay into the League 
treasury the sum of $3,000.00 on or before the first day of February in each calen- 
dar year. Failure by any club to make said payment as provided herein shall 
result in the forfeiture of such club’s franchise. All of said money so paid into 
the League treasury shall be used for the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
the League. 

Section 2. Each member club of the League shall pay into the League 
treasury, for the use and support of the League, such additional amounts as the 
Board of Directors shall determine. 

Section 8. All funds derived by the League from any source shall be deposited 
in a bank or banks, and all the expenses of the League shall be paid therefrom. 
Such funds shall be designated as the sinking fund. 

Section 4. No complimentary passes good on all League grounds shall be 
issued except by the President of the League or the President of the National 
Association. 





nas ieee en ey 








486 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


ARTICLE VII 
Minimum Admission Prices 


Section 1. The schedule of minium prices for all tickets for all championship 
games at its hume park shall _be approved by the Board of Directors of each 
member Club. 

ARTICLE VIII 


Salary Limit 


Section 1. (a) No club of this League shall have a total monthly salary in 
excess of $4,000, exclusive of the manager, for the period beginning thirty (30) 
days after the opening of the championship season and ending twenty (20) days 
before its close. 

(b) The salary limit cannot be changed during the season without the approval 
of three-fourths of the member clubs. 

Section 2. Each club of this League shall submit monthly, to the President, a 
certified copy of their payroll, on a form approved by the President. 

Section 3. No club owner, officer, or stockholder of any club, manager, agent, or 
any person shall make a direct or indirect agreement or arrangement with any 
player, other than that stipulated in the formal contract between the club and the 
player, and the player shall not receive from any source whatever any amount or 
sum or other compensation than such as is provided for in his formal contract. 

Section 4. Any player who shall show to the satisfaction of the President of 
the League or its Board of Directors, that the terms of his formal contract are 
exceeded or violated in any manner whatever, either directly or indirectly, by an 
officer, manager, or member of the club, or the League, shall be declared a free 
agent, and the offending club is prohibited from again signing such player or 
acquiring his services during the season in which he was released: and any games 
in which such player participates after notification shall be forfeited. 

Section 5. Any club exceeding the salary limit shall be fined five hundred 
($500) dollars, in addition to any fine imposed by the National Association, and 
any club or player guilty of signing a false affidavit shall also be punished as 
prescribed by the National Association. 

Section 6. The President is directed to see that the salary limit provided for 
herein is enforced and to that end he is authorized and empowered to require 
any club to present all of its books or papers to him at any time that he may 
direct, in order that the facts may be ascertained, and the President is further 
authorized and empowered to summon any player before him or his agent to be 
examined as to the terms of his contract, and the amount which he is receiving 
both directly and indirectly from the club with which he is playing. 

Section 7. No player shall be allowed to participate in any game after the 
opening of the season, unless the President of the League has received his con- 
tract or has been notified in writing on the usual form approved by the National 
Association or on a form approved by the League President of such contract 
having been made, stating salary. Delivery of such notice in writing on said 
approved form to any League umpire, prior to the participation of a newly signed 
player in any game, shall be deemed notice to the League President for the pur- 
poses of this section. Failure to provide such information shall result in the 
immediate imposition by the League President of a fine of twenty-five ($25.00) 
dollars against the offending Club. 


ARTICLE IX 
Player Limit 


Section 1. The player classifications for each club in the League shall be in 
accordance with those adopted by the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues: 

(a) “Rookie”—A Rookie player shall be one who has not had as much as one 
(1) year of service as defined in Section 17.07 (b) of the National Association 
Agreement. 
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(b) “Limited Service Player”—A Limited Service Player shall be one who has 
not had as much as three (3) years of service prior to the start of the current 
season as provided in Section 17.07 (b) of the National Association Agreement. 

(c) “Veteran Player’—A Veteran Player shall be one who has had three (3) 
or more years of service prior to the start of the current season as provided in 
Section 17.07 (b) of the National Association Agreement. 

Section 2. The player limit for each club of the League shall be as follows: 

(a) Each club shall be required to carry on its roster at all times during the 
championship season not less than two (2) Rookies. 

(b) Each club may carry not more than two (2) Veteran Players, except 
that a Playing Manager shall not be regarded as a Veteran, regardless of his 
actual classification, for purposes of this Subsection. During the first thirty 
(30) days of the championship season, or until such time as the player limit 
regulation is effective, each club may carry four (4) Veteran Players exclusive 
of the Playing Manager. For each Veteran player not carried, a Limited Serv- 
ice Player or Rookie may be carried. 

(c) For a period of thirty (30) days after the opening of the championship 
season, each club may carry twenty-four (24) players. 

(d) After the thirty day period and until thirty (30) days prior to the close 
of the season no team may carry more than sixteen (16) active players in- 
clusive of the Manager if he is a Playing Manager. 

(e) Each club in this League for thirty (30) days prior to the close of the 
championship season may carry not more than twenty-four (24) players. All 
players added to a roster during this period, in excess of sixteen (16) players, 
shall be Rookies with but one exception, who may be a Limited Service Player. 

Section 3. The player limit cannot be changed during the season without the 
approval of three-fourths of the member clubs. 

Section 4. The two (2) rvokies and all other players reported to the President 
as Limited Service and Veteran players by each respective club shall be certified 
by the President of the League who shall be the sole judge of their eligibility. 

Section 5. At the beginning of the championship season, each club shall supply 
to the President a list of all its players, and shall thereafter to the close of the 
season notify him promptly of all players signed or released or suspended. The 
penalty for each failure to comply with the provisions of this section shall be 
a fine of $50.00. 

Section 6. Rules governing the suspension of players in this League shall be 
in accordance with those adopted by the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues and shall be as follows: 

(a) Player may be suspended without pay for a reasonable time, or fined a 
reasonable sum, by his employer for breach of any rules of such employer. 
Suspensions for longer than thirty days will not be considered as reasonable. 

(b) The only proper causes for suspension without pay (except when a player 
is injured in performance of duties when his salary continues) are (1) insubor- 
dination, (2) failure to observe the club’s rules as to conduct, (3) incapacity 
not due to injuries sustained in playing baseball for the club. Players suspended 
for these three causes, if suspension is bona fide, do not count in player limit 
during the period of suspension, and payment of salary ceases. Suspension 
without cause, to enable the club to use another player, will subject the club 
to penalties. Salaries of players suspended on account of injuries suffered in 
the performance of their duties do not count in active player limit during the 
period of incapacity and must be paid for two weeks from date of injury unless 
player is earlier in condition to perform his duties. If at the end of the two 
weeks incapacity the club does not desire to retain his services, the club can 
release the player. If the player is retained after the two-week period, he must 
be given his outright unconditional release or be retained on the club’s payroll 
until he is officially released. 

(c) Suspension must be promptly reported to the President of the National 
Association and the League President, and written notices given to the player, 
all notices reciting Date of Suspension and the Reason Therefor. 

(d) If suspension is for longer than ten days, the player may appeal his case 
to the President of the National Association and the Executive Committee. 

(e) If reason for player’s suspension is not given, player’s salary continues, 
and suspension shall not be considered in force. 

(f) When suspended player is reinstated, Notice in Writing Must be Given 
Immediately to the player, to the President of the National Association and to 
the President of the League, giving date of reinstatement. 
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(g) Suspended players are noi eligible to sign with any of the clubs of this 
Association during the period of the suspension nor until they have been rein- 
stated and notices given as above required. 

(h) Practice of fining players all that is due them as salary for an infraction 
of club’s rules is not approved. Only a reasonable fine can be assessed. 

(i) Player under suspension must be reinstated and notice given as above 
required before release outright or the player's contract assigned. 

(j) If player on Reserve List fails to sign contract within ten (10) days after 
opening of season, player should be suspended and prompt notice given player, 
President of National Association, and League President. Such player will not 
be eligible to play until authorized by the President of the National Association 
(Major-Minor League Rule 15). Clubs have no authority to reinstate such 
players. 

Section 7. Any player suspended in this League for any of the reasons outlined 
in Section 6 of this Article must remain out of uniform for at least seven (7) 
days. 

Section 8 No club shall dispose of a player to any other club in this League 
within a period of twenty (20) days prior to the close of the current playing 
season, to play during said season. 

Section 9. Should any club during the playing season add or purchase a new 
player, except a Veteran Player, said club shall have five (5) days after said 
player has reported before cutting down to sixteen (16) players, no club to have 
more than one (1) player on trial at one time. The club must notify the League 
President immediately on the arrival of the player. Failure to notify the Presi- 
dent of the player's arrival shall subject the offending club to a fine of $50.00. 

Section 10. Any player released by a club during the playing season may not 
again sign a contract with the club releasing him until fourteen (14) days have 
elapsed. 

Section 11. No club shall carry on its roster at any time more than two (2) 
suspended players. 

Section 12. For the violation of any section of this Article, the President of 
the League shall be empowered to fine the violating club a fine of $100, and will 
consider any games played while in violation of this Article as forfeited to the 
opposing club. 

ARTICLE X 


Umpires 


Section 1. A staff of umpires equal in number to the number of clubs in the 
League shall be selected by the President before the opening of the championship 
season. 

Section 2. The umpires shall be under the sole direction and control of the 
President, from whom they shall receive an assignment of duty, and all instruc- 
tions regarding interpretation of the playing rules. The President shall pre- 
scribe a proper uniform for them, all parts of which shall be worn when they 
are acting as umpires. 

Section 3. In the event of the failure of an umpire to umpire a game assigned 
to him, it will be the duty of the President to provide a substitute to umpire said 
game and in each case there shall be deducted from the next payment to the 
League umpire the sum of $10.00 for each game assigned to him, which, for any 
reason, other than sickness (certificates by a reputable physician) he shall have 
failed to umpire. 

Section 4. In the event of the nonanpearance of the assigned Leagve umpire 
for the beginning of the game, or the absence, disqualification, or inability of the 
regular umpire, the Reserve Umpire shall be used and shall receive for his 
services from the President of the League $10.00 for each game with expenses 
if any, paid. 

Section 5. Any club refusing to accept an umpire assigned by the President 
shall be fined not less than $25.00. This penalty in addition to and independent 
of any action that may be taken under other provisions of this Constitution. 

Section 6. Any umnire is subject to removal by the President at any time, who 
has full power to fill his vacancy. 

Section 7. All instances of misconduct by plavers, managers, or club officials 
shall be reported in writing, by the rmpires, to the Learue President immediately 
after any same in which such misconduct oecurs. The League President shall 
notify the offending player, manager, or club official in writing or by telegraphic 
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notification of any fine to he imposed as a result of such misconduct and specify 
the limit of time within which payment of such fine must be paid. 

Section 8. Any manager or any player who shall take hold of an umpire or his 
clothing to hold him or shove him, or who shall intentionally step on his feet, 
shall be fined $25.00 and removed from the game, in addition to any penalty that 
mirht apply through National Association channels. 

Section 9. The umpire shall remove from the game any player guilty of using 
profanity on the playing field or guilty of indecent conduct. Where, in the 
opinion of the umpire, profane or obscene language is used by a player or man- 
ager that is audible in the stands, he shall report same to the President who 
shall impose a penalty of not less than $10.00 for such offense. 

Section 10. Umpires shall be in their dressing rooms at the playing field one 
(1) hour prior to game time, and shall see that all games are started on time. 

Section 11. The League shall be entirely responsible for transporting the um- 
pires from one assignment to another. 

Section 12. In the event that only one umpire, regular or alternate, is avail- 
able at the time of the commencement of any game, two players, one from each 
team, may be used as umpires, one at first and one at third base, provided that 
such players shall equally divide their time between first and third base. Any 
player umpiring pursuant to the provisions of this rule shall be paid $3.00 for a 
game or anv part thereof during which he shall have served as umpire. 

Section 13. All umpires shall be paid by the League, and none shall be paid 
by any club in the League, or by any other person. 


ARTICLE XI 
Conduct and Pines 


Section 1. Any manager who permits his club to indulge in conduct on the 
field that is caleulated to turn any scheduled game into a farce or burlesque shall 
be fined the sum of $50.00, and any player indulging in such conduct shall be 
fined $25.00. 

Section 2. In the event any manager shall withdraw his team from the field 
for any reason, such manager shall pay a fine of $500.00, and his club shall be 
fined $100.00. A report of any such withdrawal shall be made to the League 
President by the Umpire-in-chief immediately following the end of the game. 
This penalty shall be in addition to any other penalty that may be imposed un- 
der the Constitution and By-Laws of the League. 

Section 3. No person shall be allowed on any player’s bench during the prog- 
ress of a championship game, unless a member of a club in uniform. Any team 
permitting players or others not in uniform on the bench during the game may 
be fined $25.00, if party is not immediately removed after warning. Manager 
must remain on the bench if out of uniform. Neither shall players of opposite 
clubs visit each other’s bench during the game. No person, other than the above, 
and policemen, the groundkeeper, one bat boy for each club, and one boy to look 
after balls shall be allowed within the enclosure of the playing field. This 
rule applies to anyone vending soft drinks or anything else after commencement 
of the game, except in case of an overflow crowd. 

Section 4. All clubs shall be fully and uniformly uniformed. Failure to com- 
ply with this provision shall result in the immediate suspension of the offending 
plaver or players until such time as uniform equipment is worn. 

Section 5. Any club failing to present its nine at a time and place scheduled 
for a championship game unless caused by unavoidable accident, in traveling, 
shall be fined the sum of $150.00, in addition to any other fine herein provided, 
which shall be paid by the offending club to the President of the League for the 
benefit of the club with which said game was scheduled. 

Section 6. Any club reimbursing players or paying the fines of players for 
fines imposed by the President of the League shall be subjected to a penalty to 
be paid to the League of an amount double the sum of the fine so paid or reim- 
bursed. 

Section 7. The umpire shall require players making the last play out, or last 
handling of the ball in play when the game ends, to return the ball to him and 
the umpire shall return the ball to the home club. Any player failing or refus- 
ing to comply with this order shall be fined the sum of $10.00 for the benefit of 
the home club. 

Section 8. No players shall smoke in the dugout or on the playing field, or 
within the view of the public from the grandstand. Any manager permitting 
a violatiton of this rule shall pay a fine of $5.00. Any umpire having knowl- 
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edge of a violation of this rule shall forthwith, following the end of the game, 
report such violation to the League President. This penalty shall be in addition 
to any other penalty that may be imposed under the Constitution and By-Laws 
of the League. 

Section 9. In the event any player shall be ejected from the first game of a 
doubleheader, the player shall, notwithstanding, be permitted to reenter the 
second game. 

ARTICLE XII 


Disputes and Complaints 


Section 1. The President of the League shall investigate, determine, and settle 
disputes between clubs, subject to the rules of the National Association and this 
Constitution, and his findings shall be final. However, the Board of Directors 
may overrule the decision of the President by a unanimous vote. 

Section 2. The President shall at once consider any complaint preferred by 
a club against a manager or player of another club (prior to the expiration of 
the championship season) for conduct in violation of any provision of this 
Constitutiton or prejudicial to the good repute of the game of baseball; and 
shall have power to fine, suspend, or expel such player or manager provided 
that such particulars as may enable the President to ascertain all the facts 
having been set forth in writing by the complaining club. 

Section 3. In case a player shall, during the current season, prefer a com- 
plaint in writing to the President of the League against a club employing him, 
alleging that such club is in arrears to him for salary for more than fifteen 
days after such salary becomes due, the President shall at once transmit to 
the said club a copy of such complaint and request an answer thereto. If, on 
receipt of such answer, or if one week shall have elapsed without the receipt of 
such answer, the President, shall find the player’s complaint sustained, and he 
shall require the club under penalty of forfeiture of membership, to pay the 
player forthwith the full amount ascertained to be due him; provided, that 
should the player refuse to serve the club, pending action by the President on 
his complaint, he will thereby forfeit the benefit of the award and in such case 
the President shall revoke any award. 

Section 4. Any player who shall have been expelled, suspended, or disci- 
plined by a club may, within thirty (30) days after the date of expulsion, sus- 
pension, or discipline file with the President a written statement of his defense, 
accompanied by a request that an appeal be allowed him. The President shall 
notify the club of the request that an appeal be allowed him, accompanying such 
notice with a copy of the appeal, and at the next annual meeting, the club, by 
its duly authorized representatives, and the applicant in person, by attorney or 
by written statement, shall appear before the Board with their testimony. The 
Board shall impartially hear the matter and render their decision, which shall 
and forever, be final and binding on both club and player. 

Section 5. No Director shall sit in trial of a case in which his club is 
interested. 

Section 6. Any expense of trials or arbitrations shall be borne by the parties 
adjudged to be at fault. 

ARTICLE XIII 


Schedule 


Section 1. The dates of the championship season shall be determined by the 
Board of Directors. 

Section 2. Every game played between two clubs from the commencement of 
the championship season to the conclusion shall be a championship game. 

Section 3. All championship games shall be arranged in a written schedule to 
be adopted by the League by a majority vote, before the opening of the season. 
The schedule shall provide for an equal number of home and road games where 
practicable and shall specify the date of each game and of each series of games. 
Any club requesting a transfer from the regular schedule of games shall make 
application in writing, signed by both club Presidents to the League President 
for his approval. 

Section 4. In the event that a tie shall exist at the end of the championship 
season, the team position shall be determined by one game to be played in the 
town of the club that wins the toss of a coin made by the President in the 
presence of witnesses. The gate receipts from any game necessarily played as 
the result of any tie shall be split fifty-fifty between the two clubs. 
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Section 5. The admission prices for any play-off games shall be arranged by 
the President and the respective representatives of the clubs concerned. The 
division of the gross receipts shall be as follows: Fifteen (15%) percent to the 
League’s sinking fund; the remaining eighty-five (85%) percent shall be di- 
vided sixty (60%) percent to the winning team and forty (40%) percent to 
the losing team. 

Section 6. In any play-off umpires’ salaries and expenses shall be deducted 
from the League's fifteen (15%) percent of the playoff receipts. Each club 
shall bear its own expense and the home club in each game shall bear all ex- 
penses of grounds, ticket sale, and other expenses incidental to each game. 

Section 7. The first game of a double-header shall be scheduled to go seven 
(7) innings the second game must go nine innings except in the case of a tie 
game. No inning of any game shall be commenced after 11:50 P. M. No 
inning of any scheduled daylight game in the Cananea Park shall be commenced 
after 6:50 P. M. 

Section 8. When a game is called off on account of rain before the completion 
of four and one-half innings, or postponed for any cause whatever, such 
game must be played off as a double-header in the same series, weather per- 
mitting, and if not possible to play it during the same series, it must be played 
during the next subsequent series between the same clubs on the grounds where 
the postponement occurred. This provision applies to all postponed or tie 
games which are required under the rules to be played off. 

Section 9. If, however, all of the series games scheduled on any ground have 
been ended and such tied or postponed games unplayed, while a series of games 
remains to be played in the city of the original visiting club, between the same 
two clubs, then such games shall, if possible, be played off on the grounds of 
the original visiting club on a date to be determined by the club to which such 
game is transferred. 

Section 10. In the event of a game being stopped for any cause before the 
completion of four and one-half innings, the home club shall issue rain checks 
good for any succeeding game. 

Section 11. No championship game shall be played with any ball other than the 
official ball as adopted by this League. 

Section 12. The home club must use every facility in its possession to pro- 
tect the grounds from rain. 

Section 18. All protested games shall be decided by the President. There 
shall be no appeal from his decision. No protest will be entertained by the 
President on a question of the playing rules unless it is made by the manager 
of the offended club at the time the play occurs, thus giving the umpire an op- 
portunity to reverse a decision in error without affecting the game. 

Section 14. Every protest must be filed with the President of the League not 
sooner than twenty-four (24) hours and not later than forty-eight (48) hours 
after the game in which the grounds for protest arises. Every protest shall 
be in writing and there shall be set forth therein the particular grounds upon 
which the protest is made and the rule or rules relied upon as the basis for such 
protest, and each protest must be accompanied by a protest fee of $25.00. In 
the event the protest is allowed, such fee shall be returned to the protestant, 
otherwise such fee shall be retained by the League. 


ARTICLE XIV 
Official Scores 


Section 1. (a) Each club shal designate one or more persons in the hometown 
of the League who shall be official scorers of the League. Such scorers shall 
be approved by the President. Every game shall be scored by an official scorer 
of the League. 

(b) It shall be the duty of a Club Official to report the official paid attend- 
ance at each championship game or doubleheader to the official scorer immedi- 
ately after each game. Said paid attendance figure shall be reported to the 
League office on the official scoresheet for each game. 

Section 2. The President shall, at the end of the championship season, prepare 
and submit, or cause to be prepared and submitted to the member clubs of the 
League, and to such other person or persons as he shall determine, any and all 
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statistics relative to the play of the League and any and all players in the 
League, and particularly reflecting the averages and percentages of the clubs 
and the players. 

ARTICLE XV 


Leagues Series 


Section 1. Inter-League series may be arranged between this League and other 
leagues each season, to begin not later than three days following the close of 
this League’s season. Such series shall be held strictly under the rules of the 
National Association and a Board of Control selected by said Association. The 
date of said series and the details governing the same shall be agreed upon in 
writing between the Presidents of the contending Leagues at a date not later 
than August first of each year. 

ARTICLE XVI 


Night Baseball 


Section 1. The decision as to whether a regularly scheduled game of the 
championship season shall be played in the afternoon or at night rests entirely 
with the home club. However, should a club elect to change from day to night, 
or vice versa, such club is required to so notify the visiting club at least twenty- 
four (24) hours prior to game time. 

Section 2. In the event of failure of the lighting system in part or in total, 
resulting in the suspension of a game, the game shall be completed during the 
same series or the next series in the same park if possible, from the point in 
the game at which it was called prior to the playing of any other championship 
game between the same teams. Except that when such suspension occurs during 
the last series of the season, in which event the suspended game shall be com- 
pleted at the direction of the League President, who need not direct said com- 
pletion unless the suspended game has a bearing on the league standing of 
either club involved. 

ARTICLE XVII 


Member Club Organizations 


Section 1. In addition to the other requirements for membership in this 
League, no club shall be eligible to become a member of this League until it has 
perfected a local organization in the city which it represents. Proper organiza- 
tion of member clubs shall be construed to mean the selection of a representative 
group of financially responsible citizens as a Board of Directors, and the election 
of qualified persons to serve as President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treas- 
urer of the local club. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the President of the League to determine if 
each member club has complied with all the provisions of this Constitution and 
By-Laws and is financially responsible. 


ARTICLE XVIII 
Playing Rules 


Section 1. In the event that any question shall arise which shall not be covered 
by the Constitution and By-Laws of this League, such question shall be deter 
mined by the rules of the American League then in effect. 


ARTICLE XIX 
Amendments 
Section 1. This Constitution and By-Laws may be altered or amended by a 


inajority vote of the Board of Directors of the League at any annual meeting or 
any special meeting called by the President. 
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ADDENDUM 


In a meeting at Tucson on January 15, 1956, this Constitution was amended 
as follows: 

Article IV, Section 1 was amended by deleting the entire last sentence of 
the section and substituting the following, “Such deposits shall be returned 
to each club against which no claim has been filed, at the discretion of the 
President.” 

Article LX, Section 2, subsection (b) was amended to read as follows, 
“Each club may carry not more than four (4) veteran players including a 
playing manager.” 

Article IX, Section 9, was amended by deleting the entire section. The 
following sections in the Article were renumbered. (The deletion of this 
section eliminated the so-called “five-day look” since it was found to be in 
violation of the player limit for Class C clubs under the National Association 
Agreement. ) 

In a meeting at Tucson on June 26, 1956, this Constitution was amended as 
follows: 

Article IX, Section 2, subsection (b) was amended to read as follows, 
“Each club may carry not more than five (5) veteran players including a 
playing manager.” 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE I 
Name, Ownership, Operation 


Section 1. This Association shall be called the “Big State” League 
of Professional Baseball Clubs. 


Section 2. Each Club in this League shall be independently owned 
and operated insofar as the ownership and operation of all other Clubs in 
this League are concerned, but shail at all times be operated in accordance 
with and subject to the rules and regulations now in existence or hereafter 
adopted, while said Club is a member of this League and made a part of 
the National Association agreement, the Major-Minor League Rules, or 
of the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this League when not in conflict 
with said National Association Agreement and Major-Minor League Rules. 


ARTICLE II 
Objects 
Section 1. The objects of this League are: 


(1) To perpetuate Baseball as the National game of the United 
States, and to surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute 
public confidence in its integrity and methods. 


(2) To protect and promote the mutual interests of professional 
Baseball Clubs, professional Baseball Players and Umpires. 
(3) To establish and regulate the Baseball championship of the 
League. 
ARTICLE III 


Membership and Classification 


Section 1. This League shall be Class “B” organization and shall 
consist of six clubs located in the following cities, to-wit: Abilene, 
Beaumont, Corpus Christi, Port Arthur, Victoria and Wichita Falls, 
Texas and such other clubs as may from time to time be elected to mem- 
bership as hereinafter provided for, but in no event shall there be more 
than one club in any city. This compact shall be binding upon all mem- 
bers of this League, their successors and assigns, from the date of its 
adoption. 

Section 2. Application for membership, except to fill vacancies oc- 
curing during the playing season, shall be by ballot of the Directors of 
the League, a majority vote of directors, voting in a meeting of the Direc- 
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tors called by the President, or by mail, being requisite to admission to 
membership. 


Section 3. To entitle applicants to membership in this League, the 
application must be addressed to the President of the League, and give: 


(1) The name of the City in which it is proposed to operate. 


(2) Name of the organization or individual seeking the franchise. 


(8) If a corporation, the names and addresses of the officers and 
stockholders. 


(4) Three references as to the reputation and financial standing of 
the organization or individual seeking the franchise. 


(5) Name of park, location and size of playing field, and separate 
seating capacity of grandstand and bleachers. 


(6) Application must be accompanied by check payable to the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues in the sum re- 
quired for clubs in the classification of this League; and by 


(7) Guaranty deposit to the amount of one half the monthly club 
salary limit in this League or to the amount that may be required by the 
League or National Association, which deposit shall be made and payable 
to the President of National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


ARTICLE IV 
Vacancies In Membership 


In case a vacancy occurs in the membership of this League, the Presi- 
dent-Treasurer shall have authority to take charge of the vacated fran- 
chise and operate the same for the League, or to transfer it temporarily 
to other persons in the same city who will assume and discharge all obli- 
gations of the club in that city, provided that such persons shall give 
satisfactory guarantee of continuing the membership and of fulfilling all 
obligations, but in case no party or parties satisfactory to the President- 
Treasurer can be found through whom such membership can be reestab- 
lished in said territory the President-Treasurer shall nominate to the 
remaining clubs all applicants for membership, and the vote thereon shall 
be taken by telegraph or mail as occasion may require, and a majority 
vote of the remaining clubs will be required to admit any applicants to 
membership. 


Section 1. The membership of any club may be terminated: 


(1) By the resignation duly accepted by a majority vote of all the 
clubs in meeting duly convened. 


(2) Failure to present its nine at a time and place agreed upon to 
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play any championship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident in 
traveling. 


(3) Allowing betting or pool selling upon its grounds or in any 
building owned or occupied by it. 


(4) Playing any game of ball with a club that is disqualified under 
the rules of the National Association. 


(5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose any game 
of ball or failure to expel immediately from its organization any indivi- 
dual or player who shall be proved guilty of offering, agreeing, conspir- 
ing, or attempting to lose any game of ball, or of being interested in any 
pool or wager thereon. 


(6) Disbandment of its organization or team during the champion- 
ship season or at any time during the life of this contract except in such 
manner as may be herein provided. 


(7) Failing or refusing to fulfill its contractual obligations. 


(8) Failing or refusing to comply with any ‘lawful requirement of 
the Board of Directors. 


(9) Wilfully violating any provision of this constitution. 


(10) By a majority vote of the remaining clubs that for business 
reasons and the best interests of the League the membership of any club 
is no longer desirable. When such membership termination occurs and 
where no agreement as to the value of the assets of the club or clubs in- 
volved can be reached, such value shall be left up to a board of arbitra- 
tion, consisting of the President-Treasurer and two club owners, members 
of this League, appointed by the President-Treasurer; their decision shall 
be final. 


(11) If a club, member of this League, shall be adjudicated bank- 
rupt or insolvent by a court of competent jurisdiction, in any bankruptcy 
or other action, suit or proceeding at law or in equity, its membership in 
this League and all rights incident thereto shall terminate ipso facto. 


(12) If a Club, holder and operator of a franchise in this League, 
is not realizing sufficient revenue from the ordinary and usual sources of 
Club income (and is not otherwise able financially) to continue the nor- 
mal operation of such franchise without involving the territory in debt 
and without becoming in arrears in the matter of player salaries beyond 
the amount of the required guarantee deposit, and such Club can not in 
the judgment of the League President and/or Directors properly continue 
operation of the franchise it shall be and is incumbent upon the League 
President and/or Directors to terminate the membership of said Club, 
reclaim the franchise and place the same to the best interests of the 
League, the Directors and the Game. The Directors shall be fully apprised 
of actual conditions surrounding any such franchise and the holder and 
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operator thereof, and their opinion, judgment, or recommendation shall 
by a majority vote obtain in all such cases. 


Section 2. To carry into effect the provisions of sections I (para- 
graphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9) of this constitution, the facts in any case 
covered by such paragraphs of said Section I must be reported to the 
President of the League, who shall at once notify by mail or telegraph 
the party charged with the specified default or offense, inquiring wether 
any dispute exists as to the facts alleged. In case the facts are disputed, 
the Board of Directors’ finding shall be final and conclusive, when such 
finding shall be forwarded to each club, which shall transmit to the 
President written ballots “for Expulsion” or “Against Expulsion,” the 
President shall notify all clubs of the forfeiture of membership of the 
party charged. Action may be taken under Sub-Section 10 of Section 1 
at any meeting of the Directors of the League without the formalities 
herein set forth, or by mail as the President may elect. 


Section 3. In accepting membership in this League and ratifying the 
Constitution and Rules, each owner of a share or shares in the capital 
stock of any club which is a member hereof and each owner of a share or 
shares of a club which is a member but which is not incorporated, agrees 
not to transfer said share or shares in any club without the approval of 
a majority vote of the League to any individual or company or party of 
individuals, and no individual or company or party of individuals may 
become the owner of a share or shares in any club of this League without 
the approval of a majority vote of the League. 


Section 4. (1) On the date designated by the President each year 
each club, a member of this League, must deposit with the President of 
the National Association a certified check for an amount equal, at least, 
to one-half the monthly salary limit per club allowed by this League, as 
a guarantee of payment of any obligations due by the depositing club to 
its players, this League and other Leagues or clubs in the order named, 
and as a guarantee against the violation of any provision of this Constitu- 
tion, rules, or of the legislation or contracts made in pursuance thereof. 
The fund shall be returned to the clubs at the close of the Championship 
season at the discretion of the President of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues, less any known indebtedness in the class 
above named unless it becomes necessary to cash the same by reason of 
default by the club in its guarantees, in which event the defaulting club 
must immediately re-deposit with the President of the National Associa- 
tion of Professional Baseball Leagues its guarantee to the full amount. 


In addition to the National Association deposit, there shall be a 
special league deposit of $3,000.00 per club to be held in the treasury 
until the close of the season. Half of this deposit shall be posted not 
later than a league meeting called by the President at the Annual National 
Association convention and the remainder to be posted not later than 
March 15th. If said club’ or clubs fail to finish the season or make a 
transfer satisfactory to the league this special league deposit shall be 
forfeited to the league. At the close of the season the league shall return 
each member club it’s deposit less any indebtness to the league. 
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(2) The Guarantee Deposit of any member of this. League, together 
with its interest in the sinking fund of the League, or in any fund or 
checks passing through the hands of the President of the League belong- 
ing to said member shall be subject to the payment of any fines, assess- 
ments or other indebtedness due to the League or any other member of 
the League, by said member before any distribution thereof shall be 
made Any club failing to complete any season or which shall abandon 
its territory shall forfeit to the League, subject to application to pay- 
ment of its indebtedness listed in paragraph (1), all right or claim to 
said guarantee deposits, and to any part of any surplus fund in the treas- 
ury of the League at the time of said forfeiture; and to any right, title, 
or interest in the franchise theretofore held by it, ‘together with said club’s 
interest vesting immediately in the League. 


Whenever it becomes necessary to use any part of the guarantee 
fund for the purpose of discharging the financial obligations of any club 
said club shall be required to place the amount so used in discharging its 
obligations in the guarantee fund immediately upon demand of the guar- 
antee holder, or failing to do so, shall forfeit all its rights of membership 
in this League. 


(3) If any club operating a franchise in this League shall notify 
the President of the League in writing on or before October Ist, after 
the current season of any year is over, during the life of this agreement, 
that it will not operate its franchise during the following season, then 
it shall be the duty of the President of the League to cooperate with such 
club owner in trying to place said franchise with other parties in said 
city or some other city agreeable to the Directors of the League, and if, 
and when, said franchise is so placed prior to January Ist, following said 
notice, the parties taking over the franchise from the surrencering club 
shall deposit with the President of the League their guarantee check as 
herein provided, and their proportionate part of any then existing sur- 
plus, whereupon the President of the League shall return to the surren- 
dering club its guarantee check and its proportionate part of said League 
surplus, less any expense incurred in placing said franchise and any in- 
debtedness enumerated in paragraph (1). Title to players on the roster 
of the surrendering club shall vest in the League from date of notice. 
If the franchise has not been so placed by January Ist, it shall be deemed 
forfeited in all respects. 


Section 5. All clubs permitted to fill vacancies occurring in the 
membership of this League shall be subject to all rules and regulations, 
and requirements of this organization, and those referred to in Article I, 
Section 2, of this Constitution. 


Section 6. Any club member of this League finding itself unable 
to meet the obligations it has assumed during the playing season shall 
have the right to ask the League for permission to dispose of its rights 
and franchise as a member of this League to some other city or organiza- 
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tion to membership, providing said club shall assume, with the rights and 
franchise of said retiring club all the liabilities, responsibilities, and ob- 
ligations entered into by said retiring club as a member of this League. 
Provided, however, that the retiring club shall not be relieved or released 
from any contract responsibilities or obligations entered into by it to 
this League, until all of said contracts, responsibilities, and obligations 
have been fully paid and determined by the club accepting its member- 
ship, rights, franchise, etc. 


Section 7. The disbandment, withdrawal, termination of member- 
ship, or expulsion of any member of this Association shall operate as a 
complete forfeiture of franchise and players thereto belonging and of 
any right to share in the guarantee fund or any other fund deposited with 
the League by said member. Said franchise and players shall become the 
sole property of this League for such disposition as the President and 
the Board of Directors of the League may designate. 


Section 8. Any club member unable to give other members of the 
league assurance of its ability and willingness to operate by January Ist 
preceding the opening of the season shall subject itself to loss of fran- 
chise, players and any claim for funds which might have accrued to its 
benefits from guarantee fund or any other fund deposited with the league. 


ARTICLE V 
Officers and Their Duties 


Section 1. At its annual meeting the Board of Directors of this 
League shall elect the Officers of the League. The Officers shall be a 
President, a Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. (A combination 
of these officers and proper delegation of authority hereunder shall be 
arranged by resolution each year prior to the commencement of the play- 
ing season. Salaries, if any, shall be thus established annually as well 
as the appointment of persons to fill the said offices. If a person other 
than the nominal President of the League shall be charged with the active 
administration of its affairs such person shall assume the duties delegated 
hereunder to the ‘“President”). Where no Chairman is named, special 
or honorary, the President shall be ex-officio Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. The Board of Directors shall consist of the President of the 
League and one member from each club, to be selected by the club. Each 
club shall send certificate to the annual meeting of the election of their 
respective members of the Board, but no person shall be qualified to act 
as a Director who is not an actual member of the directorate of the club 
he represents, nor shall any club, under any circumstances, be represented 
by its manager or any of its players, nor by more than one person on 
the Board. The Board shall have the general supervision of all affairs 
and business of the League. It shall hold special meetings upon call of 
the President, or a majority of the Board, and at such time and place 
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as the call may designate. A quorum shall consist of fifty percent of 
the Board of Directors and the President. The President shall have the 
authority usually vested in the executive officer of any organization and 
shall perform the duties of such and be responsible as such. He shall be 
ex-officio Chairman of all committees except such special committees as 
the League shall appoint with the provision that he is not to be a member 
thereof. He shall preside at all meetings of the League and of all com- 
mittees of which he is Chairman, but shall have a vote only in case of a 
tie or to constitute a quorum. He shall have general supervision of the 
affairs of the League and shall do and perform all things which shall 
become necessary to protect the League and to secure a strict compliance 
with the letter and spirit of this agreement by all parties who may be or 
may become connected with it. An appeal from any of his actions or 
rulings shall lie to the League, except in the appointment and assignment 
of umpires, decisions on protested games, ruling on the conduct of play- 
ers, their discipline, and all regulations looking to preserving the order 
and dignity of the League. The President shall regulate all matters 
pertaining to the welfare of the League which may arise and which are 
not specifically provided for herein, He shall be the custodian of all 
League funds and shall render a strict accounting of all receipts and 
disbursements at each annual meeting of the League. 


Section 2. Should a vacancy occur in the office of President or Vice- 
President during a playing season, the Board of Directors shall, within 
one week, at a called meeting, elect a new President; or shall by mail 
vote elect a Vice-President. 


Section 3. Each club shall have the right to regulate its own affairs, 
to establish its own rules and discipline, punish, suspend or expel its 
own managers, players or other employees, and do any other thing not 
in conflict with this Constitution, the playing rules, or the rules of the 
National Association, and the clubs, members of this League, agree to 
abide by all rules and edicts of the National Association and/or its duly 
elected officials. This League shall from year to year retain its member- 
ship in the National Association in w hatever class it may be assigned, and 
each club agrees to pay its annual membership and protection fee when 
called upon. 


Section 4. When traveling on account of business of the League, 
the expenses of the President, his Secretary, or both, shall be paid by the 
League. 


Section 5. In case of a vacancy in the Board of Directors, the club 
of which he was a member shall designate his successor, and at once notify 
the President, but if such a vacancy is caused by the withdrawal, disband- 
ing or disqualification of a club represented on the Board of Directors, 
the Board of Directors may fill the vacancy. 
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Section 6. The President shall have the custody and care of the 
official records and papers of the League; shall keep a true record of all 
meetings of the League and the Board of Directors; shall issue all official 
notices and attend to the necessary correspondence; he shall prepare and 
furnish such reports as may be called for by The Board of Directors and 
shall be entitled to such books, stationery, blanks, and materials as the 
duties of his office may require. 


Section 7. The President shall employ and fix the salaries of all 
umpires, and such office assistants as he may deem necessary shall be 
paid by the League. 


Section 8. All necessary expenses of the President in the conduct 
of his office shall be paid by the League. 


Section 9. (1) The President shall employ someone to act as League 
statistician and charge such person with the responsibility of keeping a 
complete record of game and player statistics. Each club shall appoint 
an Official Scorer for all its home games. The Statistician shall have 
supervision of the Official Scores, subject to the direction of the Presi- 
dent, and shall furnish to the press and to each club a statement of the 
playing records and averages of all players in the League at the end of 
each quarter, the fourth and final issue coming as soon after the close of 
the season as possible. 


(2) The Official Scorer shall be supplied with the necessary blank 
forms from the League office. It shall be his duty to forward to the 
Statistician the properly filled out box scores for each championship game 
within 24 hours after the conclusion of each game. 


(3) The Official Scorer shall be decided upon by the club prior to 
commencement of the championship season each year and the President 
of the League shall pay the official sum of $5.00 per game. No Scorer 
shall be paid for any score until all preceding games have been reported. 


Section 10. The President of the League, and no one else, shall be 
empowered to issue such Annual League Passes as he may deem advisable 
and for the best interests of the League. Such Annual Passes shall be 
signed by the President and shall be honored at the gate in all cities 
comprising the League. Each club’ can issue such passes as it may desire 
to its own grounds, but no passes shall be honored upon any grounds in 
the League other than the club issuing same. No passes shall be accepted 
upon any grounds in the League on the Fourth of July, Labor Day, and 
during Post-Series. No manager, player or other employee of a club may 
issue passes and if issued they must not be honored. (Passes to be issued 
by clubs should be limited where there is division of receipts with visiting 
clubs.) 


Section 11. The President of the League shall be empowered from 


= 


he 
all 
jal 
nd 
id 
he 


ill 


be 


1k 


1e 


a) 


ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 505 


time to time to assess each club its pro rata shares of the expenses of 
the League. 


ARTICLE VI 
Club Control of Employees and Territory 


Section 1. As herein provided each club belonging to this League 
shall have the right to regulate its own affairs, to establish its own rules, 
and to discipline, punish, suspend or expel its own managers, players, or 
other employees and these powers shall not be limited to cases of dis- 
honest play or open insubordination, but shall include all questions of 
carelessness, indifference, or other conduct of the player that may be re- 
garded by the club as prejudiced to its interest, not in conflict with, and 
at all times subject to, the provisions of this Constitution and the National 
Association Agreement and the Major-Minor League Rules. 


Section 2. Every club of this League shall have exclusive control of 
the city in which it is located, and of the territory surrounding such city, 
to the extent of ten miles, in every direction from its corporate limits, 
and no club of this League or member of any other League in organized 
ball shall under any circumstances except with the consent of the local 
League club, be allowed to play any club in such territory other than the 
League club therein located, nor shall any League club play any game 
with a non-league club within ten miles from the corporate limits of the 
city in which the League club is located without the consent of the local 
League club. 


ARTICLE VII 
Game Receipts, Settlements, Holiday Games, Game Statements 


Section 1. Except as otherwise provided the gate receipts of each 
championship game shall be the property of the home club. 


Section 2. Each club shall send into the league treasury the sum of 
$57.50 for each scheduled championship opening. Of that sum $5.00 is 
to be used for the payment of the official scorer. 


Section 3. (a) All funds derived by the League from any source 
other than the guarantee fund, excluding the League’s share of the gate 
receipts, or any post-season series, or championship series from any other 
source, shall be combined in one fund called the sinking fund, out of 
which the League’s expenses shall be met. 


(b) As elsewhere provided by these Rules, the President shall be 
empowered from time to time to assess each club its pro rata share of 
the expenses of the League if the regular funds accruing to the sinking 
fund under the provision of this agreement are not sufficient to cover 
the items chargeable to said fund. 








506 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


Section 4. The League’s share shall be forwarded 30 days in advance 
to the President by the home club and failure to do this promptly shall 
subject the home club to a fine of ten percent of the amount due the 
League. It shall be imperative on the President that he check the re- 
ports and remittances. 


Section 5. If a member be in default more than thirty (30) days in 
payment of any obligations found to be due to the League or any mem- 
ber thereof, the President is empowered to deduct the amount thereof 
from any monies belonging to such member that may be or come into 
League possession, or if there be no such monies, then any and all other 
members of this League shall, upon notice from the President, deduct 
such amount from any monies belonging to or due such defaulting mem- 
ber, and such amount shall be paid to the League or the person, organiza- 
tion or corporation entitled thereto through the President of the League. 
If any member shall fail to comply with a notice directing the withhold- 
ing and payment of any such amount from funds of the defaulting club 
that may be or come within its possession, the member so notified shall 
be fined the same amount as it was directed to withhold and such fine 
shall be collectible in like manner. 


Section 6. If a member be in default more than thirty (80) days in 
payment of any obligations found to be due to the League or any mem- 
ber thereof, said member shall be denied the privilege of voting in league 
matters. 


ARTICLE IX 
Salary Limits 


Section 1. No club shall have a monthly pay roll in excess of $4600 
per month exclusive of Manager, for the period begining 20 days after 
the season opens. 


Section 2. No club owner, officer, or stock-holder of any club, mana- 
ger, agent, or any person shall make a direct or indirect agreement or 
arrangement with any player, other than that stipulated in the formal 
contract between the club and player, and the player shall not receive 
from any source whatever any amount or sum or other compensation than 
is provided for in his formal contract. 
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“e Section 3. Any player who shall show to the satisfaction of the 
ll President of the League or its Board of Directors, that the terms of his 
1e formal contract are exceeded or violated in any manner whatsoever, either 
as, directly or indirectly, by an officer, manager, or member of the club, or 


League shall be declared a free agent, and the offending club prohibited 
trom re-signing such player or avquiring his services during the season 


in in which he is released; and any games in which such player participates 
n- after notification shall be forfeited. 

. Section 4. Any club exceeding the salary limit shall be fined Two 
ti Hundred Dollars in addition to any fine imposed by the National As- 
ct sociation, and any club guilty of signing a false affidavit shall also be 


punished as prescribed by the National Association. 


or Section 5. The President is directed to see that the salary limit pro- 
iS. vided for herein is enforced, and to that end he is authorized and em- 
d- powered to require any club to present any of its books or papers to him 
ab at any time that he may direct, in order that the facts may be ascertained, 
ull and the President is further authorized and empowered to summon any 
“_ player before him or his agent to be examined as to the terms of his con- 
tract and the amount that he is receiving from the club with which he is 
hs playing, both directly and/or indirectly. 
m- The total salary of all active players on the club shall be computed 
ue in the monthly salary limit, except in the case of an option player only 
that part of the salary as is paid to him by the assignee club under his 
contract is to count in the salary limit. 
Clubs are strictly prohibited from advancing any money to players 
on account of salary, except for the purpose of transportation. Each 
club must be prepared to turn over to the President or his agent at any 
time all records and papers which he may require in determining whether 
or not the club is within the prescribed salary limit. 
Section 6. No player shall be allowed to participate in any game 
after the opening of the season unless under contract. A transmittal of 
the player contract shall be forwarded immediately to the President. 
The President shall keep a record of all contracts which‘shall be open to 
inspection by all the clubs in the League. Contracts and transmittal 
forms must conform to National Association regulations. 
100 
ter ARTICLE X 
Player Limits — Player Rule 
na- Gentes SR 
or section 1. For a period of twenty days after the opening of the 
nal emai anaes ry > = League can carry ainetben bags: but 
ive : until the close of the championship s . , 
an more than sixteen players. E p season no club can carry 


Each club shall have on its active list at all 


times not less than six required players, provided however that a club 
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whose active list total is less than maximum player limit may carry one 
required player less for each player such club is “under” the limit. The 
classification of all players shall be determined by the President of the 
National Association and no player can be added during the last twenty 
days of the playing season, unless said player is a rookie or limited ser- 
vice man. 


Section 2. The experience of each player carried by a ciub shall be 
properly set out and certified to the President of the League, who shall 
be the sole judge of his eligibility. 


Section 3. At the beginning of the championship season, each club 
shall supply to the President a list of all its players, and shall thereafter 
to the close of the season notify him promptly of all players signed or 
released or suspended or placed in temporary inactive or disabled list. 
The penalty for each failure to comply with the provisions of this Section 
shall be fined a sum of $25.00 after notice by the President. 


Section 4. (a) Basis for suspension. A player who is suspended 
during the season for insubordination or failure to observe the rules of 
his club shall be considered a suspended player and placed on the sus- 
pended list. 


(b) Lifting Suspension. Such suspension may be lifted by the 
Club President on notice of same to the President of the Major League 
or to the President of the Minor League and to the National Association 
as the case may be. 


(c) Player’s Right of Appeal. A player suspended by a club or 
League for a term longer than ten days shall have the right of appeal, if 
a Major League player, to the Commissioner, who is given authority to 
order his reinstatement and afford him adequate redress if he holds that 
the punishment is excessive or not merited. In case of a Minor League 
player, he shall have the right of appeal to the President and Executive 
Committee of the National Association. 


Section 5. No club shall dispose of a player to any other club in 
this League within a period of thirty days prior to the close of the cur- 
rent playing season, to play during said season, and any player released 
by another club twenty days prior to close of regular scheduled season, 
cannot be signed by any other club. 


Section 6. Should any club during the playing season add or pur- 
chase a new player, said club shall have five playing days after said 
player has reported before cutting down to @ ifien, no club to have more 
than one player on trial at one time. The club must notify the President 
immediately upon the arrival of the new player. Failure to notify the 
President of the player’s arrival shall subject the offending club to a fine 
of $25.00. 
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ARTICLE XI 
Umpires 


Section 1. A staff of umpires at least equal in number to the number 
of clubs in the League shall be selected by the President before the open- 
ing of the championship season. 


Section 2. The umpires shall be under the sole direction and control 
of the President, from whom they shall receive an assignment of duty, 
and all instructions regarding interpretation of the playing rules. The 
President shall prescribe a proper uniform for them, all parts of which 
shall be worn when they are acting as umpires. 


Section 3. In the event of the failure of an umpire to umpire a game 
assigned to him, it shall be the duty of the President to provide a sub- 
stitute to umpire said game, and in each case there shall be deducted 
from the next payment of the League umpire the sum of $5 for each 
game assigned to him, which, for any reason, other than sickness (certi- 
ficate by a reputable physician) he shall have failed to umpire. 


Section 4. In the event of the non-appearance of the assigned League 
umpire for the beginning of the game, or the absence, disqualification or 
inability, of the regular umpire to act, each club manager shall then select 
one of the substitute players of the opposing club, on.the bench and not 
in the game, and the two players thus selected shall be the duly, authorized 
umpires for that game, and shall receive for their service from the Presi- 
dent of the League $2.50 each. 


Section 5. Any club refusing to accept an umpire assigned by the 
President shall be fined not less than $100.00. This penalty in addition 
to and independent of any action that may be taken under other provi- 
sions of this Constitution. 


Section 6. Any umpire is subject to removal by the President, who 
has full power to fill all vacancies. 


Section 7. All fines imposed upon any club or its players, or officials 
shall be reported after the game to the manager or chief operating offi- 
cial of the club, in writing by the President of the League. Each player 
removed from a game by an umpire.shall be fined not less than $5.00 on 
the first offense and not less than $10.00 on any succeeding offense. The 
League President shall notify the offending player or club in writing 
requiring payment of said fine within the time he may prescribe. 


Section 8. Any manager or any player who shall take hold of an 
umpire or his clothing to hold him or shove him or who shall intentionally 
step on his feet shall be fined $50 and removed from the game, in addition 
to any penalty that might apply through National Association channels. 
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In all cases of serious outbreaks resulting in injury or flagrant indig- 
nities to an umpire the President of the National Association shall have 
power to make a full investigation and authority to impose proper pen- 
alties upon the manager, players, officials or clubs as the facts may 
warrant. 


The umpire is. not alone the representative of the individual League 
and its President, but is also the representative of the National Associa- 
tion and must be respected accordingly. He must be accorded full pro- 
tection and assistance by every ball club, club official, manager and 
player during the-period of his assignment in that city. Failing to do so, 
the President of the League, the President of the National Association 
or the Executive Committee may assess a substantial fine against and/or 
forfeit the franchise of the offending club’ any may fine, suspend or place 
on the ineligible list offending or defaulting players and officials. 


Section 9. The umpire shall remove from the game any player guilty 
of using profanity on the piaying field or guilty of indecent conduct. 
Where in the opinion of the umpire profane or obscene language is used 
by a player or manager that is audible in the stands, he shall report the 
same to the President, who shall impose a penalty at his discretion, from 
which there shall be no remission. 


Section 10. The league president shall be entirely responsible through 
league funds for transporting the umpires or paying the cost of their 
transportation in keeping of their assignment, unless the president shall 
make some other arrangement. 


Section 11. The home club must furnish ample police protection to 
the umpire and the visiting club. For failure to furnish such protection, 
upon satisfactory proof to the President, the club shall be fined $50 for 
the first offense and $1 for each subsequent offense during the season, 
or in cases of serious ov. breaks resulting in injury or flagrant indignities 
to an umpire the Pre: dent may refer the matter immediately to the 
National Association for handling. 


Section 12. Any cash advanced to any umpire by any club or owner 
shall be against the rules of this League and the President shall not be 
responsible for such advance. 


Section 18. In formulating rules for the government of umpires, the 
President shall prepare a schedule showing their routes and assignment. 
Such a sehedule shall so read, however, as not to permit any umpire to 
remain in a city for a longer period than twelve consecutive days. 


Section 14. No umpire who severs his relations as such with this 
League shall be permitted to join any club therein as player or manager 
on its team, except by a majority vote of all clubs in the League. 


gue 
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ARTICLE XIl 


Section 1. Any manager who permits his club to indulge in conduct 
on the field that is calculated to turn any scheduled game into a farce 
or burlesque shall be fined the sum of $50 and any player indulging in 
such conduct shall be fined $25.00. 


Section 2. Should any club of this League refuse to finish a game 
once started because of dissatisfaction with the ruling or rulings of the 
umpire, or for any cause whatsoever, or any club owner or manager or 
captain refuse to allow a legally appointed umpire to officiate in a game 
or games to which he has been assigned by the President or which is 
scheduled to be played, said club shall forfeit the game to the opposing 
team and in addition thereto, if it be the home club, it shall be fined the 
sum of $50, and if it be the visiting club, it shall be fined the sum of $100, 
and should either club refuse to play an exhibition game an additional 
fine of $200 shall be assessed against the club so refusing. 


The owner, manager or captain of any club, who by his orders causes 
his team to leave the field during progress of a championship game shall 
be fined $200. 


Section 3. No person shall be allowed on any players’ bench during 
the progress of a championship game unless a member of the club in 
uniform, except executive in charge, and he shall not be allowed upon 
the playing field. Neither shall players of opposing clubs visit each 
other’s bench during game. No other person than the above and police- 
men, the ground keeper, one bat boy for each club and one extra boy to 
look after the balls is allowed within the enclosure of playing field. This 
rule applies to anyone vending soft drinks or anything else after com- 
mencement of the game, except in case of an overflow crowd. 


Section 4. Home clubs are required to wear white uniforms at home 
only. When traveling anything but white can be worn. 


Section 5. Home and road uniforms of all players must be number- 
ed, and the manager of each club must advise the Secretary of the club 
where his team next appears a day in advance as to his probable batting 
order and the number of each player’s uniform. 


Section 6. Any club failing to present its nine at a time and place 
scheduled for a championship game, unless delay is caused by an act of 
divine providence, shall be fined the sum of $400 and in addition the club 
must also play the game scheduled. 


- 


Section 7. Any club reimbursing players or paying the fines of 
players for fines imposed by the umpire, or President of the League, 
shall be subjected to a penalty to be paid to the League, of an amount 
double the sum of the fine so paid or reimbursed. 
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Section 8. The umpire shall require players making the last play 
out, or last handling of the ball in play when the game ends, to return 
the ball to him, and the umpire shall return the ball to the home club. 
Any player failing or refusing to comply with this order shall be fined 
the sum of $2.00 for the benefit of the home club. 


ARTICLE XIII 
Settling Disputes 


Section 1. The President of the League shall investigate, determine 
and settle disputes between clubs, subject to the rules of the National 
Association and this Constitution, and his findings shall be final. How- 
ever, the Board of Directors may overrule the decision of the President 
by a unanimous vote by mail when a written statement is submitted to 
the President or by him transmitted to each member of the Board. 


Section 2. The President shall at once consider any complaint pre- 
ferred by a club against a manager or player or another club (prior to 
the expiration of the championship season) for conduct in violation of 
any provision of this Constitution, or prejudicial to the good repute of 
the game of baseball; and shall have power to fine, suspend or expel 
such player or manager, provided that such complaint is preferred in 
writing, giving such particulars as may enable the President to ascertain 
all the facts. 


Section 3. In case a player shall, during a current season, prefer a 
complaint in writing to the President of the League against the club em- 
ploying him, alleging that such club is in arrears to him for salary for 
more than thirty days after such salary became due, the President shall 
at once transmit to the said club a copy of such complaint and require 
an answer thereto. If on receipt of such answer, or if one week shall 
have elapsed without the receipt of such answer, the President shall find 
the player’s complaint sustained, he shall require the club, under penalty 
of forfeiture of membership, to pay the player forthwith the full amount 
ascertained to be due him; provided that should the player refuse to 
serve the club, pending action by the President on his complaint, he will 
thereby forfeit the benefit of the award and in such case the President 
shall revoke the award. 


Section 4. Any player who shall have been expelled, suspended or 
disciplined by a club may, within thirty days after the date of expulsion, 
suspension, or discipline, file with the President a written statement of 
his defense, accompanied by a request that an appeal be allowed him. 
The President shall notify the club of the request for an appeal, accom- 
panying such notice with a copy of the appeal, and at the next annual 
meeting, the club, by its duly authorized representatives, and the appli- 
cant in person, by attorney, or by written statement, shall appear before 
the Board with their testimony. The Poard shall impartially hear the 
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matter and render their decision, which shall be final and forever bind- 
ing on both the club and the player. 


Section 5. No director shall sit in trial of a case in which his club 
is interested. 


Section 6. Any expense of trials or arbitrations shall be borne by 
the parties adjudged to be at fault. 


ARTICLE XIV 
Playing Schedule 


Section 1. This League shall use the playing rules of the National 
Association of Professional Baselall Leagues and any rules the League 
may adopt as long as they do not conflict with the National Association. 


Section 2. The dates of the championship season shall be determined 
by the League. 


Section 3. Every game played between two clubs from the com- 
mencement to the conclusion of the championship season shall be a cham- 
pionship game. 


Section 4. All championship games shall be arranged in a written 
schedule to be adopted by League by a majority vote, before the open- 
ing of the season. The schedule shall provide for an equal number of 
home and road games where practicable and specify the date of each 
game and of each series of games. Any club requesting a transfer from 
the regular schedule of games shall make application in writing, signed 
by both club Presdents, to the president, who shall present the same to 
the League for approval. No games shall be transferred except by a 
majority vote of all clubs of the League. 


Section 5. If a split season is to prevail the schedule of the playing 
season shall be divided into two parts, the first half ending at or near 
the middle of the season and the second opening on the succeeding sche- 
duled day following the date designated as the close of the first half. 
The leading club on such closing date shall be designated as the winner 
of the first half, but under no circumstances shall there be more than 
one split in any playing season. 


Section 6. If a tie exists between two or more clubs for the lead 
on the closing day of the first half, certain games regularly scheduled 
between these clubs in the second half shall be designated to determiae 


the first half winner. If such a tie exists on the closing day of the 
second half, a series of games shall be arranged to determine the winner. 


In either case, the number of games shall be determined by agreement 
between the clubs concerned and if they are unable to agree, by vote of 


the League. 
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Section 7. No postponed games from the first half shall be carried 
over into the second half. The President is empowered to order any 
postponed games played at any date that he sees fit and necessary in 
either half and any club refusing to comply with his instructions shall 
forfeit said game (or games) to the opposing club, 9-0. 


Section 8. In case of a split season if any club other than the win- 
ner of the first half shall lead at the close of the second half, a play-off 
shall be arranged to decide the championship. The play-off shall con- 
sist of as many games as may be necessary for one club to win three 
games, and the club so winning three games shall be declared the winner 
of the championship. 


Section 9. In the event it is voted by the League that the officially 
adopted schedule of championship games is to be played under the so- 
called “Shaughnessy Plan,” or similar play-off arrangement, the winner 
of the League championship shall be decided as follows: 


The clubs finishing first and fourth on the total season’s play shall 
enter a play-off series consisting of as many games as may be necessary 
for one club to win four games and the club so winning four games shall 
be declared the winner of the series. The clubs finishing second and 
third on the total season’s play shall enter a play-off series running con- 
currently with the above and consisting of as many games as may be 
necessary for one club to win four games and the club so winning four 
games in said final play-off shall be declared the winner of the League 
championship. 


The clubs finishing first and second have the choice as to where the 
series of games between the first and fourth place clubs and the series 
of games between the second and third place clubs shall open. In the 
first round two games shall be played in the cities where the series open, 
then, in each instance, the clubs shall move to the cities of the original 
visiting clubs and play three games, or complete the series as provided. 
As to the final series, between the winning clubs of the first two series, 
the club in said final series that finished highest on the full season has 
the choice as to where said series shall open, and the schedule shall be 
two games in the opening city, three in the other and two back in the 
first city, except of course that the series shall terminate where and when 
one club wins four games. 


Section 10. The scale of prices of any playoff shall be arranged by 
the President and the representatives of the clubs sponsored. In any 
type playoffs the home club shall report for division of receipts the 
amount of each adult grand stand ticket or any ticket such as box or 
reserved seat selling for more than that sum. The club shall report the 
full amount of tickets selling for less than adult grand stand such as 
bleacher, student, child’s or service men’s. The home club shall first 
deduct and pay all federal taxes on tickets. Net on tickets to be divided 
as follows: 10 per cent plus the per game opening fee to the Big State 
League, the remaining sum to be divided equally between the two clubs. 
The cost of the clubs transportation shall be equalized, and the cost of 
meals and hotel accomodations of the two clubs incurred in playing said 
series shall be equalized on the basis of an allowance of $6.00 per day per 
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Section 11, In any type play-off, expenses of the umpires and the 
league president and/or secretary and the scoring fee of the official 
scorer shall be borne by the league. All park expenses in connection 
with such games shall be borne by the home club and the home club shall 
retain all receipts from concessions, sale of programs, sale of box seats 
and reserve seats above the regular admission price. 


Section 12. In the event of doubleheaders either in the afternoon, 
twi-night or night, the first game shall be scheduled as seven innings and 
the second as nine innings. No night doubleheader shall be scheduled 
to start later than 7 p.m. 


Section 13. When a game is called off on account of rain before 
the completion of four and one-half innings, or postponed for any cause 
whatsoever, such game shall be played off as a doubleheader during the 
same series, weather permitting, unless some future date, more satisfac- 
tory, is mutually agreed upon by both clubs, in which case the President 
shall be notified immediately and the local club shall notify the umpires 
officiating in that city before 8 o’clock p. m. on the day preceding the 
date on which such game is to be played. 


Section 14. If, however, all of the series games scheduled on any 
ground have been ended and such tied or postponed games unplayed, 
while a series of games remains to be played in the city of the original 
visiting club, between the same two clubs, then such game shall, if pos- 
sible, be played off on the grounds of the original visiting club on a date 
to be determined by the club to which such game is transferred. 


The President is empowered to order any postponed games played 
at any date he sees fit or necessary and any club refusing to comply with 
his instructions shall forfeit said game (or games) to the opposing clubs, 
9-0. 


Section 15. In the event of a game being stopped for any cause 
before the completion of four and one-half innings, the home club shall 
issue rain checks good for a succeeding game. 


Section 16. No championship game shall be played with any ball 
other than the official ball as adopted by this League. 


Section 17. The home club must use every facility in its possession 
to protect the grounds from rain under penalty of a $100 fine for each 
failure to do so. 


Section 18. At the close of the regularly scheduled championship 
season, where no split or play-off is provided, the President shall pre- 
pare a tabulated statement of the games played, won, and lost by each 
club, according to the reports in the official scores, and the club which 
shall have made the highest percentage of victories shall be declared the 
championship club. 


= 
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Section 19. All club managers must indicate the proper number of 
required players on the batting order handed to the umpire before each 
game. 


ARTICLE XV 
Protests, Ete. 


Section 1. All protested games shall be decided by the President 
within 48 hours after the game has been played upon which the protest 
is made. There shall be no appeal from his decision. No protest will be 
entertained by the President on a question of playing rules unless it is 
made by the manager of the offending club at the time the play occurs 
thus giving the umpire an opportunity to reverse a decision in error with- 
out affecting the game. 


Section 2. No protests shall be entertained by the President unless 
it is filed by noon of the day following on which the game is played and 
is accompanied by a check of $25.00. The protesting club must give the 
umpire verbal notice of the protest at the time it is made and must notify 
the League office and the opposing club in writing or by telegram, set- 
ting forth in each notice grounds upon which protest is made. If the 
protesting club is unable to find officials of the opposing club, a written 
notice deposited with the Western Union Telegraph Company for delivery 
shall be regarded by the League as notice to such opposing club. Each 
club and the umpire shall submit statement of the cause by night letter 
or telegraph, and the umpire shall also make his recommendation. Clubs 
failing to have their evidence in the hands of the President within 24 
hours after receiving such notice from the protesting clubs, shall forfeit 
all rights and lose such games by default. All telegrams sent to the 
President in protested games must be prepaid. 


ARTICLE XVI 
Inter-League Series 


Section 1. Inter-League series may be arranged between this | eague 
and other Leagues each season, to begin not later than three days follow- 
ing the close of this League’s season. Such series shall be held strictly 
under the rules of the National Association and under a Board of Con- 
trol selected by said Association. The date of said series and the details 
governing same to be agreed upon in writing between the Presidents of 
the contending Leagues at a date not later than Sept. Ist, of each year. 


Section 2. No club shall directly or indirectly pay to any player 
any bonus or remuneration whatsoever for his services in an Inter-League 
Post-Series other than his regular salary and the share of the Post- 
Series proceeds to which he may be entitled as a member of one of the 
contending clubs in said series. Any club violating this provision shall 
Le fined the sum of $500. 


=the. 
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ARTICLE XVII 


Section 1. The decision as to whether a regularly scheduled game 
of the championship season shall be played in the afternoon or at night 
rests entirely with the home club. However, should a club elect to change 
from day to night, or vice versa, such club is required to so notify the 
visiting club at least twenty-four hours prior to game time. 


Section 2. During the execution of a play should the lights go out 
before the play is completed the umpire is to be the sole judge as to 
where play is to be resumed. 


Section 3. When a single game is scheduled, it shall not be a sus- 
pended game unless at least five innings have been played. No game 
shall be a suspended game after nine innings have been completed. When 
such suspended game is completed, it shall be resumed at the point of 
the interruption of the original game, with the same personnel as the 
original game, as nearly as possible, and shall be completed preliminary 
to the regularly scheduled game of that date. A game may be suspended 
for the following reasons: (1) light failure; (2) curfew imposed by law; 
(3) a time limit legal under league rules. A game called because of 
rain, high winds or dust or other weather elements does not qualify as a 
suspended game and is not played out at a later date. A drawn or tied 
game, or a game postponed for legal cause or called before it becomes a 
regulation game, in accordance with the official playing rules, shall be 
played off as a part of a doubleheader at a later date. 


Section 4. The visiting club shall be allowed fifteen minutes of 
practice time under the lights prior to each night game. 


ARTICLE XVIII 


Section 1. The annual fall meeting of the league shall be held as 
nearly as practicable, in the discretion of the President, after the close 
of the championship season, at such time as the President may name. 
The place shall be rotated among the member cities in alphabetical order. 
The annual Schedule meeting shall be held at the call of the President 


in the city winning the championship of the League in the preceding 
season. 


Section 2. Special meetings shall be called at his option by the 
President or upon the written call of a majority of the clubs. 


Section 3. The League may, upon a majority vote of its members, 
elect to go into executive session for the transaction of any of its business. 


Section 4. Representatives of fifty per cent of the clubs and the 
President of the League shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business, but a less number may adjourn from time to time until a 
quorum is obtained. 
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Section 5. The constitution may be amended or altered by a major- 
ity vote of the League at the annual fall meeting of the directors only, 
provided the amendments are prepared in writing and presented to the 
League President at least two weeks prior to said meeting, copies of the 
proposed amendments to be mailed to all directors prior to the meeting. 
The constitution may be amended or altered without the written pro- 
posals as outlined above in the annual meeting by three-fourths majority. 
Any section of the constitution may be suspended for the season or 
amended by unanimous vote between fall meetings, and not otherwise. 
Said votes may be cast by wire, mail or at a special league meeting as 
the President of the League may elect. 


Section 6. Failure of a club to respond to a mail vote request within 
the time specified by the league President shall automatically constitute 
a vote by the league President as he sees fit. 


Section 7. Order of business, unless suspended by a majority vote 
of club members shall be: 


(1) Reading of minutes of previous session. 
(2) Report of Board. 

(8) Report of Committees. 

(4) Election of new members. 

(5) Amendments of the the Constitution. 
(6) Election of officers. 


(7) New business. 
ARTICLE XIX 
Section 1. The hidden ball trick is not allowed in this League. 


Section 2. No manager of any club in this League can designate 
any imaginary lines in the ground rules. All such lines must be marked 
off before the start of a championship game. 


Section 3. A manager shall not confer with the pitcher more than 
once an inning, unless the second time is actually to remove the pitcher 
from the game. If the pitcher is allowed to remain in the game after 
the second conference in one inning, the manager shall forthwith remove 
himself from the game. 


Section 4. The pitcher, like any other player in the lineup, shall 
take his position in the batter’s circle whenever he is the next batsman. 
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DIRECTORY OF CLUBS 


1952 


ABILENE BLUE SOX, INC. 
Box 885 
Abilene, Texas 
Phone ORchard 2-7582 


BEAUMONT BASEBALL CLUB 
Box 1071 
Beaumont, Texas 


Phone TErminal 5-2571 


CORPUS CHRISTI BASEBALL CLUB, INC. 
Box 2022 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
Phone TU 4-4682 


PORT ARTHUR BASEBALL CLUB 
Box 108 
Port Arthur, Texas 
Phone YU 8-4711 


VICTORIA BASEBALL CLUB 
Box 333 
Victoria, Texas 
Phone HIllcrest 3-2682 


WICHITA FALLS BASEBALL CLUB 
316 City National Building 
Wichita Falls, Texas 
Phone 3-0343 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


Amended as of March, 1956 


ARTICLE I 
Name 


Sec. 1. This organization shall be called “California 
League, Member, National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues.” 


ARTICLE II 
Objects 
Sec. 1. The objects of this League shall be: 


(a) To perpetuate Baseball as the National Game of 
the United States, and to surround it with such safe- 
guards as to warrant absolute public confidence in its 
integrity and methods. 


(b) To protect and promote the mutual interests of 
Professional Baseball Clubs and Professional Baseball 
Players. 


(c) To establish and regulate the Baseball Champion- 
ship of California League. 


ARTICLE Il 
Membership 


Sec. 1. This League shall consist of eight clubs located 

in the following named cities: 

Bakersfield, California; 

Fresno, California; 

Modesto, California; 

Salinas, California; 

San Jose, California; 

Stockton, California; 

Reno, Nevada; 

Visalia, California. 


and such other clubs as may from time to time be selected 
to membership therein. This compact will be for a term 
of twenty (20) years from date (1946), unless dissolved 
by the unanimous vote of California League, and a Mem- 
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bership Certificate shall be issued to each Club, signed 
by the owner of every Club in the League. 


Sec. 2. California League shall, from year to year, re- 
tain its membership in the National Association of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Leagues, and on or before the re- 
quired date (as determined by the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues) the members of Cali- 
fornia League shall remit to the National Association a 
draft to cover the fee for Membership and protection as 
required under Article XI of the National Association 
Agreement. 


ARTICLE IV 
Organization, Vacancies, Etc. 


Sec. 1. Should a vacancy occur in the Membership of 
this League, the President shall immediately appoint a 
Committee of three (3), of which he shall be a member, 
to operate same for the League, or to temporarily trans- 
fer it to another person or persons in the same city, or 
to transfer it to some other City, provided that such per- 
son or persons or city shall give satisfactory guarantee 
of continuing the membership and fulfilling all obli- 
gations. 

Sec. 2. Voting for membership in this League shall be 
by ballot, a majority vote being necessary for election. 

Sec. 3. The membership of any Club herein may be 
terminated as follows: 

(a) By resignation duly accepted by a majority of 
all the Clubs in a meeting duly convened. 

(b) By failure of any Club to present its team at the 
time and place agreed upon to play any Championship 
game, unless caused by unavoidable accident or delay. 

(c) By the permission on its grounds or in any build- 
ing owned by any Club, of open betting, or pool selling, 
or by participating in any offer of conspiracy to lose a 
game of Baseball, or the failure to suspend or immedi- 
ately expel from the team a player of any Club who shall 
be proven guilty of any of the above violations, detri- 
mental to the integrity of the game. 


(d) By the disbandment of any Club of its organization 
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or team during the Championship Season, unless such 
disbandment is sanctioned by the majority of the mem- 
bers of the League, because of circumstances beyond the 
control of the disbanding Club. 

(e) By the failure or refusal of any Club to comply 
with any and all lawful requirements of the League, or 
by the wilful violation of any Club of any provision of 
this Constitution, or the legislation of playing rules made 
in pursuance thereof. 

(f) By the failure or refusal of any Club to fulfill its 
contractual obligations. 

(g) By taking into the Civil Courts any litigation that 
may arise within the League, or arising because of the 
action of some member or officer of the League, unless 
such recourse in the Civil Courts is sanctioned by a ma- 
jority of the Clubs in the League. 

(h) By a majority vote of all the Clubs, that, for busi- 
ness reasons, the membership of any Club is no longer 
desirable. 


Sec. 4. To carry into effect the provisions of Sec. 3 of 
this article of the Constitution on the facts in the case 
covered by any section must be immediately reported to 
the President of the League, who shall call a meeting of 
the League to determine the facts of the case and to take 
such action as the Laegue by a majority vote, shall deem 
advisable. The finding of the majority vote of all the 
Clubs, except those concerned, shall then be final and 
conclusive. 

Sec. 5. The disposal of the controlling interest in any 
Club by any individual owner or owners of their Fran- 
chise must be acceptable to the League by a majority 
vote, and no Franchise now located in California League 
may be removed to any other city without first giving 
five day’s notice in writing to the President of the League, 
who shall call a special meeting of the Directors to ap- 
prove or disapprove said transfer. 


ARTICLE V 
Forfeiture 


Sec. 1. Should any Club forfeit its membership during 
the Championship Season, its place may be filled by the 
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League President, with the approval of the Board of 
Directors, by majority vote. 


(a) Should any Club forfeit its membership in this 
League during the Championship Season, it shall lose all 
rights and interests it may have had to any money what- 
soever kept in safekeeping for Clubs by the President. 


(b) Should any Club forfeit its Membership during 
the Championship Season, the President shall be author- 
ized to use said Club’s share of any or all monies kept in 
safekeeping by the President, to fill said vacancy and to 
carry the club until it is reorganized. If additional funds 
are required to continue operation of the Club having 
forfeited its membership, the President shall call a special 
meeting of the Directors for the purpose of determining 
the course to follow henceforth. 


(c) Should any Club be expelled from the League, it 
shall forfeit all rights and interests that it may have to 
any money kept in safekeeping for clubs by the President. 


(d) Should any constituent Club of the League carry 
any controversy growing out of the internal business af- 
fairs of the League into the Civil Courts, such Club or 
Association, by the signing of the Constitution and By- 
Laws of this League, or accepting the benefits or protec- 
tion thereof, shall thereby consent and agree that any 
and all of the rights in and to any of the privileges in 
the League shall by act or proceeding into Court, as afore- 
said, be thereby terminated without any action on the 
part of the League, and any expense incurred by the 
League in defending any such litigation shall be deducted 
from such Club’s share of the funds kept in safekeeping 
for Clubs by League Officers. 


ARTICLE VI 
Officers, Directors and Their Duties 


Sec. 1. At its Annual Meeting, the Board of Directors, 
by majority vote, shall elect a President and Vice-Presi- 
dent, whose terms shall be for the period for which they 
are elected. 


(a) The President shall be ex-officio Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. 
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(b) Should the office of President or Vice-President 
become vacant by death, resignation or removal, the 
Board of Directors shall, within a period of two weeks, 
elect a successor or successors to the office or offices va- 
cated. 

(c) The President shall be paid such salary as the 
Directors, by majority vote, may determine at the time 
of his election. 


(d) The President shall also perform the duties of 
Secretary and Treasurer. He shall have the authority 
usually vested in the executive officer of any organization, 
and shall perform the duties of such and be responsible 
for such. He shall preside at all meetings of the League, 
but shall have a vote only in the event of a tie, or to con- 
stitute a quorum. He shall have general supervision of 
the League and shall do and perform all things which 
shall became necessary to protect the League and to se- 
cure a strict compliance with the letter and spirit of this 
agreement by all parties, who may be, or who may be- 
come, members of this League. He shall appoint and as- 
sign Umpires to their duties, make decisions on protested 
games, rule on the conduct of players, their discipline and 
all regulations looking to, and preserving the order and 
dignity of the League. 

(e) The President shall represent the League at the 
Annual Meeting of the National Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Leagues, and at such other meetings as 
the League may direct. All traveling expenses on such 
trips shall be paid by the League as shall all legitimate 
expenses of maintaining an office of the League. 


(f) The President shall keep a true account of all 
money received and disbursed by him and such other 
records as shall be necessary for the proper conduct of 
the League business. 


(g) The President shall at all times have access to 
the Books of any Club which is a member of this League, 
and whenever, in his judgment, an emergency exists, he 
shall have lawful right and due authority to take over 
such Club, its books, accounts, obligations and accounts 
due, and to manage said Club taken over for the best 
interest of California League. 
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(h) Prior to the Annual Meeting of the League, the 
President shall secure the services of a Certified Public 
Accountant, at the League’s expense to audit the books 
of the League, and a report of his findings shall be pre- 
sented to the Board of Directors by the President at the 
Annual Meeting. 


(i) The President shall prepare a report of the esti- 
mated cost of operation of the League, and its offices, for 
the ensuing year, and present such report to the Board 
of Directors at the Annual Meeting. 


(j) The President-Treasurer shall furnish bond, as 
may be determined by the League Directors, payable to 
California League, for the faithful performance of his 
duties; the premium to be paid by the League. 


(k) The President may appoint a Secretary Pro tem, 
from among the Board of Directors, to aid in recording 
Minutes, and in handling the business affairs of meetings, 
but said Secretary Pro tem shall receive no salary. 


Sec. 2. The Board of Directors shall consist of the Presi- 
dent of the League, and one member of the Directorate of 
each Club. Each Club shall send certificate to the Annual 
Meeting of the election of their respective members of 
the Board, but no person shall be qualified to act as a 
Director who is not an actual member of the Directorate 
of the Club he represents, nor shall any Club, under any 
circumstances, be represented by its Manager or any of 
its Players, nor by more than two (2) members of its 
Board. 


(a) The Board shall have the general supervision and 
management of all affairs and business of the League, 
and shall meet annually on the days fixed for the meet- 
ings of the League, and at the places selected, but may 
hold Special Meetings when it is deemed necessary, at 
call of the President or by majority vote of the Directors. 


(b) Should there be a vacancy on the Board, the Club 
whose representative caused the vacancy shall designate 
his successor, and shall immediately notify the President; 
but if such vacancy is caused by the withdrawal, disband- 
ing or disqualification of a Club represented on the Board, 
the Board may fill the vacancy. 








528 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


ARTICLE VII 
Dues and Guaranties 


Sec. 1. At each Annual Meeting the amount of Dues 
for the ensuing season shall be fixed by the Board; said 
amount to be paid by each Club into the Treasury of 
California League by payments as determined at the An- 
nual Meeting. 

ARTICLE VIII 


Players, Salaries, Etc. 


Sec. 1. Rules governing players’ contracts, discipline, 
salaries, etc., as prescribed by the National Association, 
shall be complied with in this League. 

Sec. 2. The Salary and Player Limits and Players’ 
Classification of this League shall be determined by the 
League at its Annual Meeting, but shall not exceed the 
limits prescribed by the National Association. 

Sec. 3. Upon executing a contract with a player, the 
Club shall immediately forward a copy of Transmittal of 
Contract to the office of the President of the League, 
and National Association stating name of such player, 
his salary, his true classification, whether Veteran, Lim- 
ited Service of Rookie Player. Failure of Club to so ad- 
vise the President of the League will result in such player 
being officially carried as a Veteran, until the President 
of the League is properly advised. Should the carrying 
of such Player as a Veteran result in a violation of the 
Class Rule, then all games won while said ruling has been 
violated shall be declared forfeited by the offending cluh 


ARTICLE IX 
Umpires 


Sec. 1. A Staff of League Umpires shall be selected 
by the President prior to the opening of the season. 

(a) The Umpires shall be under the sole direction and 
control of the President, from whom they shall receive 
all instructions regarding interpretation of the playing 
rules and all assignments to duty, the President shall pre- 
scribe the proper uniform for them, all parts of which 
shall be worn by the Umpires in the act of duty. 

(b) The President may remove any League Umpire at 
any time, and has full authority to fill vacancies. 
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(c) The Umpires shall be paid such salaries and al- 
lowed such expenses as may be mutually agreed upon by 
contract between them and the President of the League. 


(d) It shall be the duty of each League Club to accept 
as umpire for any Championship Game such Umpire or 
substitute as the President shall assign to each game. 


ARTICLE X 
Disputes, Complaints, Schedules, Etc. 


Sec. 1. The Board of Directors shall be the sole tribunal 
to determine disputes between Clubs, except such disputes 
as the President is authorized to settle. The findings of a 
majority vote of the Board of Directors shall constitute a 
final decision in all cases brought before it, from which 
there shall be no appeal. 

Sec. 2. No Club member shall sit in trial of a case in 
which his club is affected. This is mandatory and must be 
enforced by the President. 

Sec. 3. This League shall adopt Playing Rules as it 
deems advisable; except that such rules shall not conflict 
with the Official Baseball Rules adopted by the National 
Association. 

Sec. 4. The dates of the Championship Season shall be 
determined by the League at its Annual Meeting and a 
Schedule of such games shall be drawn and presented to 
the League at a meeting not later than the 15th of March 
of the year in which that schedule is to become the Official 
California League Schedule for that year, if adopted by 
a majority of the League. 

Sec. 5. All Clubs must play all of their Championship 
games in the city in which the Official Schedule requires 
them to be played, unless the League, by unanimous con- 
sent, permits a change in the Official Schedule. 

Sec. 6. Where the winner of a scheduled Championship 
game in a city of the League has not been determined 
because of a tied, unfinished or postponed game of any 
series, then said game shall be played as a part ofa 
doubleheader on the first or second day of the next series 
the visiting club plays in that city, unless some other date 
is mutually agreed upon by the two Clubs, by and with 
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the consent of the President of the League. Should a 
postponed game be played as a part of a doubleheader, 
the home club shall notify the visiting club before 8:00 
p.m. on the day preceding the date on which the game is 
to be played; if, however, all of the series of games sched- 
uled in any city have been ended and any game or games 
remain unplayed, then such games or game shall be trans- 
ferred to and played, if possible, on the grounds of the op- 
posing club on a date or dates to be determined by the club 
of the city where such game or games are to be played; pro- 
vided, however, no club shall play more than two double- 
headers in succession with the same club. Violation of 
the above rule shall subject the guilty club or clubs to a 
fine of three hundred dollars ($300) each. 


Sec. 7. No Championship game shall be played with 
any ball other than the Official Baseball adopted by Cali- 
fornia League Directors. 


Sec. 8. All protested games shall be acted upon by the 
President of the League, and, after weighing the facts of 
the case, he shall render what he deems a fair decision. 
In filing protests, the protesting club shall serve notice 
of its intention upon the Umpire, setting forth in such 
notice grounds upon which the protest is made. Protest- 
ing club and the Umpire shall submit a statement of the 
case by a night letter or telegram and the Umpire shall 
also make his recommendation. Protesting clubs failing 
to have the evidence in the hands of the President within 
forty-eight (48) hours shall forfeit all rights and lose 
such game by default. All telegrams sent to the President 
in protested games must be prepaid. 


Sec. 9. At the close of the Season the President shall 
prepare a tabulated statement of the games played, won 
and lost by each club, according to the reports of the Of- 
ficial Scorers which statement shall be the sole evidence 
in the matter, and he shall submit the same to the 
League at its Annual Meeting. The Club which shall have 
made the highest percentage of victories shall be decided 
the Championship Club. The emblem of the Championship 
shall be a pennant inscribed with the words “Champions 
of California League” with the name of the Club and the 
year in which the Championship was won, and the Cham- 
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pionship Club shall not be entitled to fly the pennant until 
the close of the ensuing year. 


ARTICLE XI 
Meetings 


Sec. 1. There shall be held two regular meetings of 
this League each year. The Annual Meeting shall be held 
on the last Monday of September, and in such city as de- 
cided upon by a majority of the Directors, which shall be 
decided by mail or telegraphic vote. The other meeting of 
the League, which shall hereinafter be known as the 
Schedule Meeting, shall be held on a date to be determined 
by the President, and in such city as decided upon by a 
majority of the Directors at the Annual Meeting preced- 
ing the Schedule Meeting. 


Sec. 2. At such Meetings, each Club may be represent- 
ed by one or two persons, but shall cast but one vote on 
any matter brought before the League. 


Sec. 3. Special Meetings may be called by the President 
of the League at his option and shall be called upon the 
written call of a majority of the Clubs. 


Sec. 4. A representation of a majority of clubs shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
Where a majority of clubs are not represented in person, 
proxies may be used and counted as if the clubs were 
present, but such proxies must be in writing or by tele- 
gram. 


Sec. 5. Upon a majority vote of its Members, the 
League may elect to go into executive session. 


Sec. 6. The following shall be the order of business, 
unless suspended by a majority vote of the clubs present: 


(a) Roll Call 

(b) Reading of Minutes; 

(c) Report of Committees; 

(d) Election of New Members; 
(e) Election of Officers; 

(f) Amendment to Constitution; 
(g) Miscellaneous Business; 

(h) Adjournment. 











| 
} 
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ARTICLE XII 
Conduct of Players and Managers 


Sec. 1. The Umpire shall expel from a game any player 
guilty of using profanity on the playing field, or guilty 
of indecent conduct rowdyism, or for protesting too vig- 
orously a decision of the Umpire. A player who has been 
expelled by the Umpire shall be subject to a fine to be de- 
termined by the President of the League, and imposed by 
him. The expelled player, if fined, shall be notified of the 
fine imposed against him by the President of the League, 
by telegram. The player so fined must forward to the 
President of the League, at is office, the amount of the 
fine within five (5) days of the date of notification of the 
fine by the President. Failure to do so shall subject the 
player fined to additional fine and suspension. Any fine 
assessed against a Player or Manager must be paid by the 
Player or Manager so fined. No Club, under any circum- 
stances, may pay the fine assessed by the President 
against any of its Players or Managers. Violation of this 
ruling will result in a fine of Fifty Dollars ($50) against 
the offending club. The Umpire shall immediately notify 
the President of the League when it has been necessary 
to expel any Player or Manager from a game, making a 
complete report of all of the circumstances incidental 
thereto. 

(b) Any players or umpire who frequents a place 
which is recognized as a rendezvous of those who make 
wagers or book on athletic contests shall be disciplined 
by his Club President or by the League President, as the 
case may be. 

(c) Any Manager or Captain who is guilty of turning 
any Championship game into a farce shall be fined the 
sum of Twenty-five Dollars ($25) and his Club shall be 
fined the same amount. 


(d) During the progress of a scheduled game, all play- 
ers must remain on their respective benches, except when 
at bat, in the field or at practice under the instruction of 
the Manager. This rule shall be enforced by the Umpire, 
subject to such disciplinary action as he shall see fit to 
enforce. 
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(e) A player who has been expelled from a game by 
the Umpire, for any reason whatsoever, shall promptly 
leave the immediate vicinity of the playing field and his 
team’s bench, and shall not enter the grandstand during 
the playing of such game, until out of uniform. 


ARTICLE XIII 
Club Territorial Rights 


Sec. 1. Every Club in this League shall have exclusive 
control of the city in which it is located and in which it 
operates its franchise, and of the territory surrounding 
the city as provided in the National Association Agree- 
ment. 

ARTICLE XIV 


Rules 


Sec. 1. At each Annual Meeting of California League, 
by a majority vote of the members thereof, there shall be 
promulgated the rules as pertaining to salary limits, 
player classification and player limit, admission prices 
and daily guarantee or sharing of the gate receipts. These 
and other rules thus adopted shall become a part and 
parcel of the Constitution of California League for the 
year following the Annual Meeting of California League. 


Sec. 2. Every Club member of this League must here- 
with subscribe to this Constitution, and by said signing 
pledges itself, its Club Officials, Managers and Players 
to abide by all of the provisions and of all legislation pur- 
suant thereto, and the laws, rules and decisions of its 
President and of the California League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs. By said signature all Clubs individually and 
collectively waive all right to action in Court or to un- 
warranted or trivial protest on the acts of the League or 
its duly constituted officials. All Clubs to be designated 
by its city’s name, regardless of official title, and upon the 
acceptance of this Constitution in writing by the Presi- 
dent of each Club, it is hereby agreed that operation of 
California League shall hereinafter be governed by the 
Articles set forth herein, and by such Amendments as 
may be adopted by the League subsequently hereto. 
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STANDING RESOLUTIONS 


CALIFORNIA LEAGUE 


MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONA . 
BASEBALL LEAGUES 


League Office 
1515 Sloat Boulevard 
LOmbard 4-6042 


1. Copies to Directors 


The President of the League shall each year, im- 
mediately following the annual meeting or an adjourn- 
ment thereof, mail to each club president a complete copy 
of the Standing Resolutions, with all eliminations, changes 
and additions thereto. 


2. News for the Press 


The President of the League is authorized to give for 
publication the news to the newspapermen and news- 
papers, as well as to radio and its representatives, at all 
meetings of the League, and he is the only one who is 
authorized to do so. 


3. Passes 


The President of the League shall be empowered to 
issue such Annual Passes as he may deem advisable and 
for the best interests of the League. 

Such annual passes must be numbered and properly 
recorded by the League President and shall be honored at 
all parks of the League. 

All annual passes of a club shall be issued by an auth- 
orized official of the home club, preferably the President, 
and shall be honored only in cities where issued. 

No League Pass shall be issued to “Person and Party,” 
and if so issued, shall not be honored at the Pass Gate. 

Passes may be issued to “Self and One.” 
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4. Admission Fees and Receipts 


The general admission fee to all Championship games 
shall be established as follows: 


Price 
Bleachers NOt leew CGM. .... 0c. .<.....scieroncscaagess 50¢ inc.tax 
Grandstand not less than........00...--0. eee. 90¢ inc. tax 
Bleachers split with visiting club on............ 50¢ 
Grandstand split with visiting club on.......... 70¢ 


The Home Club may have the privilege, being optional, 
of establishing a students’ admission price. 


The tax on all admissions must conform to all tax laws. 


The number of ‘Ladies’ Days” or Nights’ (admission 
to parks subject to tax) shall be limited to one (1) per 
week, additional night only by approval from President of 
the League—none on holidays. 

The Visiting Club shall receive from the gate receipts 
of each Championship Season game the sum equal to 
Forty Per Cent (40%) of all Grandstand and Bleacher 
(or General Admission) seat tickets sold. 

In relations to box seats or reserved seats, the Visiting 
Club shall be paid on the basis of Forty Per cent (40%) 
of 70c. The Visiting Club shall not share in any additional 
charge for a box seat or reserved seat, above the Grand- 
stand Charge, less tax. 


The Visiting Club shall recive a minimum guarantee 
of One Hundred Eighty Dollars ($180.00) per day from 
the Home Club, if split of gate receipts does not equal 
that sum. 

In case game is postponed for any reason, Visiting Club 
shall receive One Hundred Eighty Dollars ($180). 


When a postponed game is made up as part of a 
doubleheader, one game being played in the afternoon, 
and the other in the evening, with two admissions being 
charged, the Visiting Club having already received the 
guarantee of $180.00 for the postponed game, it should 
receive on the make-up game 40 per cent of the gate re- 
ceipts in excess of $180.00. 


Settlement of the gate receipts or guarantee with the 
Visiting Club shall be made following each series, and 
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the Home Club is required to provide the Visiting Club 
with a statement for each game played during the series. 
(California League form in triplicate). Original to Home 


Club, and copies to Visiting Club and League President’s 
Office. 


Note: Any club who does not present to the Visiting Club 
that club’s share of the gate receipts, within twenty-four 
(24) hours, shall be fined the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50) 
for the first offense, and One Hundred Dollars ($100) for 
each succeeding offense. 


5. Promotional Games 


Each club may stage as many as Seven (7) promo- 
tional games during the season at its home park, but in 
no case shall any club in the League be forced to partici- 
pate in more than One (1) promotional game, as Visit- 
ing Club, in each city of the League. Promotional games 
may not be staged on Sundays or holidays, or the first 
scheduled game of first series with each club. 


The Home Club shall properly notify the Visiting Club 
of its intention to stage a promotional game, at least 
forty-eight hours prior to the staging of such Promotional 
Game. 

The Home Club may determine the prices of admission 
for Promotional Games, and the Visiting Club shall not 
share in the gate receipts, but shall be paid a flat guar- 
antee of One Hundred Eighty Dollars ($180). Promotional 
games, of course, shall be regularly scheduled champion- 
ship games. (In staging Promotional Games, clubs should 
be particularly careful to adhere to federal tax laws.) It 
is probably wise to keep the prices of admission for all 
promotional games identical with California League ad- 
mission prices. It is suggested that clubs take into con- 
sideration long time public relations policy before insti- 
tuting special higher prices than regular California 
League charges for any game. : 


6. Player Limit 
Each Club of California League must have on its Ac- 
tive List at all times during the season at least Five (5) 


Rookie Players, but at no time during the season may it 
have more than Four (4) Veterans. 
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Explanation: A club may carry as many Rookies as 
it may care to, but it must at all times carry at least Five 
(5) Rookies. 


For a period of Ten (10) days after the opening of the 
season each club may carry as many as Twenty (20) 
players, providing said club has no more than Four (2) 
Veterans and no less than Five (5) Rookies on its Active 
List. This number must be reduced to sixteen (16) players, 
including Playing Manager, following the ten-day period, 
until Ten (10) days prior to the close of the season 
when such club may carry as many as Twenty (20) play- 
ers, including Playing Manager; providing, the Player 
Classification is adhered to: at least Five (5) Rookies, 
and never more than Four (2) Veterans. 

National Association ruling regarding Rookies, Lim- 
ited Service and Veterans prevail. 


7. Salary Limit 


California League members shall be governed by Na- 
tional Association ruling in relation to salary limit. 
California League clubs shall be governed by National 
Association rulings in relation to salaries paid to optioned 
players. 
8. Sale of Players 


The sale or exchange of players with other California 
League clubs within Thirty (30) days of the close of the 
Championship season is prohibited. 


9. Suspended Players 


The National Association Rules apply. When, for any 
reason, a player is suspended by the President of the 
League, the term of suspension shall be for calendar and 
not playing days. 


10. The President of the League May Order 
Manager or Player to Return for Meeting 


If deemed advisable, the President of the League may 
call to his office, or elsewhere, for meeting, any player or 
manager of the clubs of the League. Failure of a player 
or manager to report for a meeting called by the Presi- 
dent of the League, following proper notification, allow- 
ing for reasonable traveling time, at the time and place 
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specified shall subject such player or.manager to a fine 
to be determined by the President of the League. 


11. Transportation 


Each Club shall provide transportation for its players, 
as it may deem most satisfactory, and no player shall be 
permitted to travel during the regular playing season in 
any other conveyance than in the carrier, or public car- 
rier, designated by each club. Any violation of this rule 
is subject to a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25). 


12. Employment 


No official employee of any Club, or any member or 
official of California League shall be permitted to retain 
his employment with the League if at any time he ac- 
cepts employment from any person, association or organ- 
ization which permits and encourages gambling. 


No player under contract to a club in California 
League shall be permitted to play with an outside club 
during the Championship season. 

No official, employee or manager of a club in the 
League shall directly or indirectly offer a player of Cali- 
fornia League any sum of money, present or gratuity of 
any kind whatsoever, either before or after or during the 
playing season as an incentive to win games of baseball; 
provided, however, that nothing in this resolution shall 
prevent the League itself from offering a bonus or purse, 
if the Directors so decide. 


13. The Ball Park 


Each park shall be provided with proper and suitable 
dressing room or rooms for Visiting Club players. Such 
dressing rooms shall be equipped with showers, and the 
Home Club shall furnish towels for the Visiting Club, as 
well as the Home Club. 

It shall be the duty of the President of the League to 
inspect all ball parks from time to time and report to the 
Board of Directors any failure to comply with the regu- 
lations. 

Home Clubs may not permit advertising signs on 
fences directly in back of the pitching rubber, in center 
field, and in line with the vision of the batsman, and the 
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distance which must be kept clear shall be Sixty (60) 
feet. Thirty (30) feet on each side. 


14. Umpires’ Authority to Complete Game 
“Under Lights” 


The Umpire-in-chief shall have full authority to, at his 
discretion, at any time, in an afternoon game, or in any 
game, order the park lights turned on, and he must order 
the lights turned on at the beginning of an inning when- 
ever he feels that it is necessary to finish a game. The 
umpire shall not declare a game ended because of dark- 
ness but should order the game finished with lights. (Pro- 
viding, however, the contesting teams have not agreed 
upon a time limit—to make transportation connections— 
before game time.) The umpire, of course, must be prop- 
erly informed by the managers or captains of the contest- 
ing teams of such time limit arrangements, prior to the 
start of the game, and such announcement shall be made 
to the crowd and players immediately. 


15. Time Limit 


No inning of California League Championship season 
games shall start after 11:50 p.m. 
Governor’s Cup Series games to be played until com- 
pletion. 
16. Voting by Mail or Telegraph 


All replies on a mail or telegraphic vote must be in 
the office of the President of the League within Five (5) 
days of the date of notification. The count of votes shall 
be based on those received by the President’s office, but 
at least Six (6) votes must be cast in order to arrive at 
a decision. 


Note: Any club failing to vote on either a League or 
National Association matter within Five (5) days from 
time of request for vote shall be fined the sum of Ten 
($10) for each offense. 


In the event that any Director does not desire to vote, 
he may elect to “pass’”’ by proper notification to the 
League President’s office. A three-quarter vote of the 
votes cast by mail or telegraph shall be sufficient to adopt, 
alter, amend or revoke any resolution, or part thereof. 
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Any and all proposed alterations or amendments to 
this agreement, by any member of the League, shall be 
submitted in writing and sent by mail, addressed to the 
President of the League at least Thirty (30) days prior 
to the annual meeting. Thereupon, the President of the 
League shall promptly transmit a copy of same to each 
club member of this League. Any proposal, alteration or 
amendment submitted after the thirty-day period have 
referred to shall require unanimous consent for consider- 
ation at the annual meeting before the same can be voted 
upon. 

17. Governor’s Cup 


(Post-Season Series) 


Following the close of the Championship season, 
if approved and voted on by league directors, a post- 
season series — in which the first four clubs in the 
Championship season standings shall compete — will be 
staged. Such competition shall be known as the Governor’s 
Cup Series. The clubs which finish first and third in the 
Championship season standings will engage in a “best 
two (2) out of three (3) game series.” The clubs finishing 
second and fourth in the Championship season standings 
will engage in a “best two (2) out of three (3) game 
series.’”’ The teams which first win two (2) games out of 
three (3) games in such series will then engage in a 
“best three (3) out of five (5) game series.’’ The team 
winning the first three (3) games of such series shall be 
declared the winner of the Governor’s Cup Series. The 
winning team of the Governor’s Cup Series will be pre- 
sented with a suitable Governor’s Cup Series perpetual 
trophy, which the winning team may keep in its posses- 
sion for a period of one year, until the date of the Gov- 
ernor’s Cup Series of the ensuing year. The name of the 
winning team of the Governor’s Cup Series shall be en- 
graved upon the trophy each year, following the Gover- 
nor’s Cup Series. 

As to the time between games in the second round and 
final play-off, the President of the League shall set the 
schedule. The program will be to avoid unfair or possible 
fatigue occasioned by long travel and longer first round 
series on the part of one team. The teams participating 
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in the Governor’s Cup Series should all be given an equal 
chance, taking into consideration such variable as the 
number of games in the series between the first and third 
and second and fourth teams, days of rest and travel. 


If played the starting dates of the Governor’s Cup Series 
shall be determined not later than March 15th of the 
year in which the series are to be held. 


Unless otherwise determined, these dates shall be as 
follows: 


Series between First and Third Teams, and Series be- 
tween Second and Fourth Teams—second day after the 
close of the season. 


Final Series between the winner of the above listed 
Series—second day after the finish of the semi-finals. 


The location of the Governor’s Cup Series games shall 
be determined as follows: 


Series between the First and Third teams—first two 
games on the home grounds of team which finished in 
Championship season standings, with the remaining game, 
or games, on the home grounds of the opposing team. 
Series between the Second and Fourth Teams—first two 
games on the home grounds of the team which finished 
highest in season standings, with the remaining game or 
games, on the home grounds of the opposing team. Series 
between the winning teams of the above mentioned games 

first two games on the home grounds of team which 
finished highest in Championship season standings with 
next three games, if needed, on home grounds of the op- 
posing club. Should additional games be needed to com- 
plete series, they will be played on grounds where first two 
games of series were staged. 


The gate receipts of all Governor’s Cup Series games 
shall be split as follows: 


After tax is deducted, not less than ten per cent (10%) 
to California League, balance to be shared equally be- 
tween contesting teams. 


NOTE: No passes will be honored at Governor’s Series 
Games. 
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The Official Governor’s Cup Series perpetual trophy 
has been awarded by Helms Athletic Foundation, and 
shall be contested for annually. 


18. Eligible Players for Governor’s Cup Series 


Each club shall submit to the President of the League 
on a date not later than Twenty (20) days prior to the 
close of the Championship season a list of the names of 
the Sixteen (16) players, including Playing Manager, if 
any, who are eligible to compete in the Governor’s Cup 
Series, and only those players who are under contract of 
California League Clubs on a date which is Twenty-one 
(21) days prior to the close of the Championship season 
stall be eligible to compete in the Governor’s Cup Series. 
The California League Player Limit and regulations shall 
be in effect for the Governor’s Cup Series play. 


19. Club Dues and League Ticket Assessments 

The cost of operation of California League and the 
President’s office shall be covered by payment of dues 
from Clubs to California League. Each club shall pay the 
sum of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) on or before 
January 31st of coming season. Any Club failing to pay 
$3,000.00 by said January 31st is subject to forfeiture of 
franchise. 

At the close of each home series each franchise oper- 
ator will pay the league President a 4 cent assessment 
on all paid admission. 


20. Schedule for Season 


The opening day of the Championship season is gov- 
erned by the schedule adopted by the Board of Directors. 
21. Official Scorers Official Statistician 

The President of the League shall appoint official scor- 
ers for all games played (appointments to be made on 
recommendation of the Home Club and they shall be paid 
at the rate of Seven and.50/100 Dollars ($7.50) per game; 
Fifteen Dollars ($15) for doubleheaders, such sums to be 
paid by the Home Club upon instructions from the Presi- 
dent. : 

It shall be the duty of the Official Scorer to properly 
supervise the scoring of every California League game to 
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which he is assigned, and it shall be his duty to completely 
record such game. The Official Box Score of the game to 
which the Official Scorer is assigned must be prepared 
and mailed immediately to the Official Statistician of the 
League, by air mail. The Home Club will furnish stamped 
addressed envelopes for Official Scorers. 


The Official Statistician of California League (William 
Weiss, Post Office Box No. 61, San Mateo, California) 
will compile weekly batting and pitching averages, as 
well as complete batting, pitching and fielding averages 
for the season. 


22. Hotels for Visiting Clubs 


It shall be the responsibility of each club to contact 
hotels in its city and attempt to work out best hotel ac- 
commodation arrangements possible for visiting clubs. 

Each club shall submit to the President of the League 
a report of such contacts, in relation to the hotel situation 
in its city. The President will then forward this informa- 


tion on to each of the clubs of the League, who will plan 
accordingly. 
23. League President’s Annual Salary 
Salary and duration of contract of the President of the 
California League shall be established by the Board of 
Directors. 


Offices of California League have been established at 
1515 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco, California. 


24. Official League Baseball 
The official baseball to be used in all California League 
games shall be determined by a vote of the Board of 
Directors. No other baseball may be used. 


a 


25. Miscellaneous 


No club may place tickets on sale at any place where 
betting on Baseball is conducted or tolerated. 

The matter of broadcasting California League games 
as to time and frequency of said broadcasting shall be left 
to the discretion of the individual club. The home club is 
privileged to sell broadcasting rights for its home games, 
and may retain all consideration in that connection. 
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The matter of televising California League games will 
not be permitted without the consent of a majority of 
league directors. 


Allowances for the President attending called meet- 
ings of the League are transportation, reasonable ex- 
penses from the day he leaves home to the day of his re- 
turn, allowing reasonable time for transportation for go- 
ing and coming. 

A manager shall be allowed to remain in the game to 
act as coach at either first base or third base, after he 
has taken an active part in the game as a player, pinch- 
hitter, base-runner or relief-pitcher. However, if the man- 
ager is banished from the game by the umpire, he must 
immediately leave the playing field and may not remain 
on the players’ bench. The League President shall instruct 
the umpires regarding this rule. 

No club shall allow its players more than Three Dol- 
lars ($3) per day, per player, for meals while on the road, 
and no allowance shall be made for meals for players for 
home. 

A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall be posted with 
every protest to the President. If the protest is not up- 
held, the protesting club is to lose the fee. 


A player in order to qualify as batting champion of the 
California League must participate in a minimum of two- 
thirds of the games played by his team, and must also be 
credited with Three Hundred and Fifty (350) official 
times at bat. 

Batted balls hitting signs or score boards above the 
top of fence and falling back on the playing field remain 
in play. Batted balls hitting light towers or posts outside 
of park are home runs. 


EDWARD J. MULLIGAN 


President, California League 


1515 Sloat Blvd. 
San Francisco, California 
LOmbard 4-6042. 
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CONSTITUTION 





ARTICLE 1 


This Association shall be called “The 
Carolina League of Professional Base- 
ball Clubs.” 


ARTICLE 2 
Objects 


The objects of this League are: 


(1) To perpetuate Baseball as the Na- 
tional game of the United States, and to 
surround it with such safeguards as to 
warrant absolute public confidence in its 
integrity and methods. 


(2) To protect and promote the mutual 
interest of professional baseball clubs 
and of professional baseball players, and 


(3) To establish and regulate the base- 
ball championship of the Carolina 
League. 


ARTICLE 3 
Membership 


This League shall consist of eight (8) 
clubs located in the following named 
cities, to whom certificates of member- 
ship have been issued: Danville, Va., 
Greensboro, N. C., Winston-Salem, N. C., 
Durham, N. C., Burlington, N. C., High 
Point - Thomasville, N. C., Reidsville, 
N. C., and Fayetteville, N. C. The mem- 
bership of the League shall not be in- 
creased or diminished during five years 
following adoption of this Constitution, 
except as hereinafter provided; but in no 
event shall there be more than one club 
in any city. 
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ARTICLE 4 


Withdrawal from Membership 


Any club member of this League find- 
ing itself unable to meet the obligations 
it has assumed, shall have the right to 
ask the League for permission to dispose 
of its rights and franchise as a member 
of this League to some other city or or- 
ganization. In the event of this League 
giving its consent to the acceptance of 
such city or organization to member- 
ship, such club member shall be ad- 
mitted to membership, provided said 
club shall assume, together with the 
rights and franchise of the retiring club, 
all liabilities and obligations entered in- 
to by said retiring club as a member of 
this League. Provided, however, and it 
must be so understood by the retiring 
and new member, that the retiring club 
shall not be relieved or released from 
any contracts, responsibilities or obliga- 
tions entered into by it to this League, 
until all of said contracts, responsibili- 
ties and obligations have been fully paid 
and determined by the club accepting its 
membership rights, franchise, etc. 


ARTICLE 5 


Admission to Membership 


(1) An application for membership 
must show that it is regularly organized 
and officered. Such application shall be 
made to the President of the League, 
who shall immediately investigate and 
report upon said application, said report 
to be communicated to the Directors of 
the League. The voting for membership 
shall be by ballot, a three-fourths vote 
being required, and the retired or retir- 
ing club shall not have a vote. 
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(2) In case a vacancy occurs or there 
is a request for transfer of'a franchise 
in the membership of this League dur- 
ing the year, the President is empowered 
to fill the vacancy, subject to the ap- 
proval of three-fourths of the Board of 
Directors. 


(3) No stock, shares or interest in any 
club in this League can be sold, traded, 
given or in any manner transferred from 
one person to another, or one group to 
another without the express permission 
of the Directors of the League. 


In the event a request is made of the 
Directors for such a change, the Presi- 
dent of the League shall appoint a com- 
mittee of three of the Directors with 
himself acting as chairman to investi- 
gate the person or persons to whom such 
stock, shares or interest is being trans- 
ferred. This committee will then report 
its recommendations to the League Di- 
rectors who will have final approval or 
refusal. 


ARTICLE 6 
Termination of Membership 


The membership of any club may be 
terminated by: 


(1) Resignation duly accepted by a 
three-fourths vote of all of the clubs in 
meeting duly convened as provided in 
Article 4. 


(2) Failure to present its nine at the 
time and place agreed upon to play any 
championship game, unless caused by 
unavoidable accident in traveling. 

(3) Allowing open betting, gambling 
or pool-selling upon its grounds, or in 
any building owned or occupied by it. 
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(4) Playing any game of ball with a 
club that is disqualified or ineligible 
under this Constitution. 

(5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring or 
attempting to lose any game of ball, or 
any such dealings either directly or in- 
directly, or failing to expel any player 
or club official who shall be proven 
guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring 
or attempting to lose any game of ball, 
or of being interested in any pool or 
wager thereon. 

(6) Disbandment of its organization 
or team during the championship season. 


(7) Failing or refusing to comply with 
any lawful requirement of the League 
President or Board of Directors. 

(8) Wilfully violating any provision 
of this Constitution or legislation or 
playing rules made in pursuance thereof. 


(9) Failure to comply with the rules 
and regulations of the National Associ- 
ation of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


(10) Business reasons on a three- 
fourths vote of the Board of Directors 
for the betterment of the League. 


ARTICLE 7 
Expulsion of Clubs 


(1) To carry into effect the provisions 
of Article 6, of this Constitution, the facts 
in any case covered by such paragraphs 
of said Article 6 must be reported to the 
President of the League, who shall at 
once notify by mail or telegraph the 
party charged with the specified default 
or offense, inquiring whether any dis- 
pute exists as to the facts alleged. In 
case the facts are disputed, the Board 
of Directors shall, after due notice, try 
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the case under such regulations as it may 
prescribe, and the Board of Directors’ 
findings shall be final and conclusive. 


(2) The membership of any club may 
be terminated by a three-fourths vote of 
the other League clubs for its failure 
or refusal to fulfill its contractual obli- 
gations, or payment of League fees when 
such have become due. 


(3) The refusal of any club to pay 
arrears of salary to a player when re- 
quired by this League or by the Na- 
tional Association shall be cause for ex- 
pulsion of said club. 


(4) If a club of this League shall be 
adjudicated bankrupt or insolvent by a 
Court of competent jurisdiction in any 
bankruptcy or other action, suit or pro- 
ceeding at law, or in equity, its mem- 
bership in this League and all rights 
eens thereto shall terminate “ipso 
acto.” 


ARTICLE 8 
Dues and Assessments 


The League dues shall be six hundred 
dollars ($600.00) per month beginning 
April lst and continuing through August 
lst. No club is required to pay to the 
Treasurer dues for participating in any 
play-off series, other than those herein- 
after provided for under the play-off 
series plan. Clubs delinquent in sending 
dues and other monies into the League 
office will be fined $5.00 per day for 
each day late. 








ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


ARTICLE 9 
Guarantee Deposit 


Each club shall each year deposit with 
the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues such sums as provided 
for or may be provided for in the rules 
of the National Association. 


ARTICLE 10 
Imposing Fines 


(1) Upon conviction of any of the of- 
fenses prescribed in Article 6, as causes 
for expulsion, the Board of Directors 
may, in the first instance as a prelimi- 
nary to or in lieu of expulsion, impose 
a fine which in their judgment is com- 
mensurate with the injury; said fine may 
include a penalty payable to any other 
club or clubs as an equivalent for dam- 
ages sustained for such violation of this 
Constitution or of the legislation or in 
contracts made in pursuance thereof. 


(2) All fines and penalties imposed 
by the President and Board of Directors 
shall be forwarded to the League office. 
If fine is against a club, the President 
shall notify club as to what date fine 
shall be in his office. The penalty for 
failure to receive fine on or before such 
date shall be $25. If fine is against man- 
ager or player, and is not paid on or 
before a certain date set by the Presi- 
dent giving ample time to remit, said 
manager or player shall be ineligible to 
participate in a championship game un- 
til fine is paid. If manager or player does 
participate in a championship game, such 
game or games shall be forfeited to un- 
offending club, 9-0. 
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ARTICLE 11 
Officers 


(1) The term of office of President- 
Treasurer which offices are combined, 
shall run from November list to Novem- 
ber Ist. 


(2) At the regular Fall meeting when 
the term of office shall have expired the 
League shall elect by majority vote a 
President-Treasurer, whose term of of- 
fice shall begin from date of election. 


(3) Salary of the President shall be 
set by the Board of Directors. 

(4) The length of the term of office 
shall not exceed three years. However, 
the Board of Directors may elect a Presi- 
dent-Treasurer for a lesser term by a 
majority vote, and the salary of the 
President-Treasurer shall be fixed by the 
Board of Directors. The President-Treas- 
urer shall furnish a bond of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00), the pre- 
mium to be paid by the League. 


(5) The fiscal year of the League shall 
be from October 3lst to October 3lst. 
The President-Treasurer shall submit to 
each club on June lst each year, a state- 
ment of the true financial condition of 
the League, and fifteen days before each 
Fall meeting submit a true financial 
statement for the fiscal year just com- 
pleted. 


(6) The President-Treasurer shall be 
custodian of all funds of the League, re- 
ceive all dues, fees and assessments, 
make such payments as shall be ordered 
by the Board or by vote of the League 
and on demand from the Board surren- 
der all books and other financial state- 
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ments of the League to an agent assigned 
by the Board to collect same. 


(7) The President-Treasurer shall 
have the authority usually vested in the 
executive office of any organization and 
shall be ex-officio chairman of all com- 
mittees. He shall preside at all meetings 
of the League except at the election of 
officers, in which case he shall not re- 
main present during such election of 
officers and shail not have a vote. The 
chairman, to conduct the meeting when 
there is an election of officers, shall be 
appointed by the President. The Presi- 
dent shall have a vote only in case of a 
tie or to constitute a quorum when pre- 
siding over a meeting. The President 
shall have general supervision of the 
affairs of the League. An appeal from 
any of his actions or rulings shall vest 
in the League Directors, except in the 
appointment and assignment of umpires, 
decision on protested games, ruling on 
conduct of players and managers, their 
discipline, and all regulations preserving 
the order and dignity of the League. 


(8) The President-Treasurer shall sub- 
mit for approvel to the Board of Direc- 
tors the name of bank in which League 
funds are to be deposited. 


(9) The President-Treasurer shall be 
entitled to all such books, stationery and 
materials as the actual duties of the 
office may require. He shall keep a true 
record of all meetings of the League and 
Board, shall issue all official notices and 
attend to other necessary League corres- 
pondence. 


(10) The President-Treasurer shall be 
reimbursed for all expenses actually in- 
curred by him in the services of the 
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League, and at the expiration of his term 
of office shall account for and deliver to 
the Board, all the property, funds and 
papers which may have come into his 
hands by virtue of his office. 


(11) The Board of Directors shall con- 
sist of the President of the League and 
one member of each club, said member 
to be designated by the President of the 
club to the League President. 


(12) A Vice-President and a Secretary 
of the League shall be elected at the Fall 
meeting for terms of one year, the posi- 
tions to be honorary without remunera- 
tion. 


(13) Should the office of President- 
Treasurer become vacant by death or 
resignation the Vice-President shall im- 
mediately assume the office of President- 
Treasurer, and within ten days from the 
date of assuming office call a meeting of 
the Board of Directors for the election of 
a President-Treasurer. 


(14) The President shall have a pro- 
posed playing schedule drafted and it 
shall be adopted by a three-fourths ma- 
jority of the Board of Directors at the 
annual meeting of the League. 


ARTICLE 12 
Individual Club Control 


(1) Each club belonging to this League 
shall have the right to regulate its own 
affairs, but not to conflict with any pro- 
visions of this Constitution, the Playing 
Rules of this League, or any of the con- 
ditions imposed in the agreement of the 
National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues. 
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(2) Every club of the League shall 
have the exclusive control of the city in 
which it is located and of the territory 
surrounding such city to the extent of 
ten miles in every direction from its cor- 
porate limits, and no visiting League 
club shall under any circumstances, ex- 
cept with the consent of the local League 
club, be allowed to play any club, in- 
cluding clubs from other leagues and 
non-professional clubs, in such territory. 


ARTICLE 13 


Reservation, Sale of Players, 
Contracts, Etc. 


(1) Each club in this League shall be 
entitled to the right of reservation as 
provided for under the Rules and Regu- 
lations of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues. 


(2) The sale or release of a player to 
a Minor or Major League, from October 
16th to December 2nd, inclusive, annual- 
ly is prohibited. 

(3) Each club in this League may 
carry 27 players on their active list for 
30 days after opening of the season, in- 
clusive, and from the 3lst day after the 
opening of the season each club is per- 
mitted 17 active players. The last 20 
days of the season each may carry 27 
active players. During the first 30 and 
last 20 days of the season there will 
be no restriction as to the number of 
veterans carried as long as four limited 
service and/or rookies are carried. The 
number of limited service and/or rookies 
carried may be reduced as the limit of 
27 players is reduced. 


(4) During the period that a club is 
permitted to carry only 17 active play- 
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ers, their aggregate monthly salaries 
shall not exceed $4,600. Clubs having 
players on option will reduce this amount 
by $100.00 per player up to and including 
six players. A playing manager counts 
as an active player but no part of his 
salary shall be included in the salary 
limit of the club. 


(5) Only that part of the salary of an 
optioned player as is paid by the as- 
signee club under his contract is to count 
in the salary limit of the club. However, 
at least $150 shall be charged against 
the salary limit of a club for each op- 
tioned player they contract, provided 
the assignor club’s contract calls for that 
amount. 


(6) Any game played when a club is 
in excess of player limit shall be counted 
a loss for the offending club and a win 
for the opposing club. The limit of 17 
active players shall not include disabled 
or suspended players. 


(7) Any player removed from the ac- 
tive list by reason of suspension or dlis- 
ability must remain off the active list 
for a period of 10 days. 


(8) Bench managers or suspended 
managers shall be allowed to coach, pro- 
vided they are not suspended by the 
President or Board of Directors. Should 
a playing manager remove himself from 
the game, he shall still be allowed to 
coach. Suspended players shall not be 
allowed in uniform, nor allowed on the 
bench after the start of a game. Clubs 
breaking this rule shall lose game to op- 
posing club, 9-0. 

(9) A club cannot carry more than ten 
(10) inactive players on their roster at 
any one time. 
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(10) A player can be suspended for 
insubordination and infraction of the 
rules only. 


(11) Any player released outright and 
unconditionally cannot be re-signed by 
the same club in the same season until 
after fifteen days have elapsed. 


(12) Players’ deals between clubs of 
this League shall not be permitted on or 
after midnight, July 31 of any regular 
championship season, nor shall any club 
be permitted to sign a player released 
outright on or after midnight, July 31 
of any regular season by a club of this 
League without the unanimous vote of 
the clubs of the League. If this rule is 
violated, all games won by the two teams 
participating in such a deal will be for- 
feited to the opponent. In the event they 
played each other during the time, the 
game or games will be declared can- 
celled. There will also be a $500.00 fine 
imposed on each club. 


(13) No club of this League shall car- 
ry more than 11 veterans on the active 
list after the first 30 days of the season 
until the last 20 days of the season. (A 
veteran player shall be defined as a play- 
er who has had prior to the start of the 
current season three years’ experience 
[90 days or more in each of the three 
years] with professional baseball clubs.) 
Any club violating this provision relative 
to ‘‘veterans”’ will be subject to a fine of 
$100. Any games won shall be counted 
as a loss for the offending club and a 
win for the opposing club. 

(14) After midnight, July 31, no club 
shall be permitted to sign any player for 
the current season played in any cham- 
pionship games with a club of higher 
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classification than Class “B” provided, 
however, that a player whose contract 
has been assigned by a member of this 
League to a club of higher classification 
on a conditional assignment and said 
player is returned, then such player shall 
be considered a Class ‘“‘B” player and 
will be permitted to rejoin the original 
assignor club after midnight, July 31, 
and he shall be eligible to participate in 
the semi-final and play-off series. Pen- 
alty for the violation of this rule will be 
forfeiture of all games played while 
player was on active list regardless of 
time of protest. 


(15) During the championship season 
newly-signed players shall not partici- 
pate in a game until the manager or 
other authorized club official has notified 
the league office, giving the player’s 
name, amount of salary and classifica- 
tion. Neither newly-signed nor reinstated 
players may participate in last game of 
double-header unless the League office is 
notified before the start of the first game. 
Any club failing to obey this rule shall 
lose game by forfeit to the opposing club, 


ARTICLE 14 
Admission 


The minimum charge for white adult 
admission to all championship games 
shall be $.85 general admission, chil- 
dren $.35 (ages 5 through 12) tax in- 
cluded. Colored admission shall be $.50, 
tax included. For the 1955 season only, 
book tickets (10 to a book) may be sold 
for $6.00 and season books at a minimum 
of $35.00 until the opening day of the 
season and thereafter at $7.50. The home 
club shall retain all admission receipts 
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except for the holiday games and as 
hereinafter provided. The service charge 
on passes will be $.25 each. 


ARTICLE 15 
Holiday Receipts 
All holiday receipts will go to the 
home club unless the two clubs agree to 
split. After taxes, 10% of the receipts of 
each game is to be forwarded to the Lea- 
gue President. 


ARTICLE 16 
The Umpire and His Duties 


A staff of League umpires shall be 
selected by the President before the 
opening of the regular season. 


(1) They shall be paid such salaries 
and allowed such expenses as may be 
mutually agreed upon by contract be- 
tween them and the President of the 
League. 


(2) They shall be under the sole con- 
trol and direction of the President, from 
whom they will receive all assignments 
to duty and all instructions regarding the 
interpretation of the playing rules, and 
the President shall prescribe a proper 
uniform for them, all parts of which 
shall be worn when officiating as um- 
pires. 

(3) In event of the failure of an um- 
pire to umpire a game assigned to him, 
it shall be the duty of the President to 
provide a substitute to umpire such game 
and in such case there shall be deducted 
from the next payment to the League 
umpire the sum of one day’s pay for 
each game assigned to him, which for 
any reason, except illness, he shall have 
failed to umpire. 
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(4) It shall be the duty of each League 
club to accept as umpire for any cham- 
pionship game such League umpire or 
substitute as the President shall assign 
to such game and only in event of the 
failure of the League umpire or substi- 
tute so assigned to appear at the hour 
appointed for the beginning of such game 
shall each manager select a player from 
his club, which player shall be agreeable 
to each manager to act as official umpires 
for said game. Each umpire shall be paid 
$5.00 per game from the League treas- 
ury. 

(5) Umpires are invested with author- 
ity to recommend to League President 
fines to be levied against players and 
managers and leave them in a game. If 
players or managers continue their of- 
fenses, umpires may remove them from 
the game and playing field and increase 
their recommendation for their fines. 


(6) Any League umpire shall be sub- 
ject to removal by the President at any 
time. In the event of the resignation, 
removal, or expulsion of any League 
umpire, the President shall have power 
to appoint a suitable person to fill the 
vacancy thus created. 


(7) Any club refusing to accept um- 
pire assigned by the President shall be 
subject to a fine of $100. Said fine must 
be paid within ten days after such re- 
fusal under penalty of forfeiture of fran- 
chise. Said fine shall be paid to the Treas- 
urer of the League. 

(8) Any umpire appearing upon the 
field in an unfit condition shall be sub- 
jected to a fine by the President of the 
League. 
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(9) Any umpire selected to officiate in 
the Final Play-Off series shall be paid 
the sum of $50.00 by the League in ad- 
dition to the regular remuneration. 

(10) No umpire who severs his rela- 
tions with this League shall be permitted 
to join any club therein as player or 
manager on its team, except by a major- 
ity vote of all clubs in the League. 

(11) The President shall be permitted 
to use aS many as ten umpires at any 
time during the season, if he sees fit to 
do so. 


ARTICLE 17 
Cause for Expulsion 


(1) Any League umpire who shall in 
the judgment of the President of the 
League be guilty of ungentlemanly con- 
duct, or of selling or offering to sell a 
game of which he is umpire shall there- 
upon be removed from his official capac- 
ity and placed under the same discipline 
inflicted upon expelled players by the 
Constitution of the League. 


(2) A staff of official scorers shall be 
selected by each club subject to the ap- 
proval of the League President. The of- 
ficial scorers shall be paid by the Presi- 
dent of the League at the rate of $4.50 
per game. The President has the author- 
ity to fine scorers who fail to send in 
their reports at the required time. 


(3) It will be the duty of the official 
scorer to report in writing within 24 
hours his version of the incidents on all 
protested games or any other unusual 
occurrences in the various ball parks of 
the League. 
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ARTICLE 18 
Special Championship Rules 


(1) No club shall play more than one 
League club on any one date. Penalty: 
Cancel extra game or games. 


(2) No club shall play more than two 
games on any one date. Penalty: Cancel 
extra game or games. 


(3) Any club playing double-headers 
at night shall not allow more than thirty 
(30) minutes to elapse before starting 
the second game. In the event of home 
and home holiday games, all afternoon 
contests are to start not later than 2:30 


P.M. 


(4) The visiting club shall be allowed 
20 minutes for batting practice, to cease 
30 minutes before the time scheduled for 
the start of the game. The home club 
shall then take the field for 10 minutes. 
The visiting club shall then take the 
field for 10 minutes, after which play 
shall begin. 


(5) Prior to each game, each manager 
shall turn into the umpire a list of the 
nine starting players for his respective 
team, other names to be given to the um- 
pire and to be written onto the list by 
the umpire as such players enter the 
game. Penalty: $100.00 fine. 

(6) Clubs using players to pitch in a 
scheduled game who are not listed as 
such in the League office will lose said 
game by forfeiture and be fined the sum 
of $100.00. As clubs request the League 
office to list players as pitchers, other 
than regular pitchers, the League office 
will notify League members of these list- 
ings. In no case shall more than three 
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(3) players be listed as pitchers if their 
normal position is not as pitcher. 


(7) No manager, business manager, 
club owner, player or director shall try 
to influence the umpire in his decision to 
call off a rained-out game. The penalty 
for an infraction ot this rule shall be a 
$100.00 fine. 


(8) Any protest of a game shall be 
filed with the League President by the 
protesting club and the umpires within 
24 hours after the game has been played 
upon which protest is made. No protest 
of a game shall be considered by the 
President unless the protesting manager 
announces to the umpire-in-chief his de- 
cision, who in turn has it announced to 
the scorer and the spectators over loud 
speakers at the time of the happening. 
A check of $50 from the protesting club 
must accompany the written report of 
the protest to the President’s office, or 
there shall be no consideration given to 
the protest. If the protest is upheld by 
the President and/or the Board of Di- 
rectors. the $50 check shall be returned, 
otherwise it shall remain in the League 
Treasury. Any club has the right to ap- 
peal the President’s ruling on a protested 
game to the Board of Directors, provided 
such written notice is filed in the League 
office not later than five days after the 
President’s ruling has been mailed out. 


(9) In ease a decision is rendered in 
favor of a protesting club, and the game 
is to be replayed, such game shall be 
played on the same grounds on the next 
official visit of the club involved, unless 
mutually agreed by the clubs and the 
President that the game may be played 
at an earlier date or later date. Should 
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clubs fail to agree on a playing date, the 
President shall set a date. Any club 
failing to abide by the President’s arbi- 
tration shall lose game to unoffending 
club, 9-0. Rained-out, tied, or drawn 
games shall be played off on the same 
ground at the next official visit of the 
club involved, unless rained-out, tied or 
drawn on the first trip around the cir- 
cuit. When scheduled trips around the 
circuit are completed, all rained-out 
games, protested, tied or drawn games 
become cancelled. 

(19) Member clubs will notify the 
President of the League of all assign- 
ments of player contracts, whether out- 
right or optional, and all unconditional 
releases of players with 48 hours of the 
transaction. This shall apply only to 
transactions within the League. Penalty: 
$250.00 fine. 


ARTICLE 19 
Drawn Games 


(1) Drawn, tied and postponed games 
shall not count in the series as games 
(but any games if not less than five in- 
nings shall be included in the averages). 

(2) All tie postponed games must be 
played on the next playing date on same 
grounds with the exception of first trip 
of season. 


ARTICLE 20 
Winning the Pennant 


The club which finishes with the high- 
est percentage at the end of the Cham- 
pionshiv Season shall be declared the 
Championship Club of the League for 
the season in which such games were 
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played, said club to receive a purse of 
$1,500. In the event that two clubs are 
tied for first place at the close of the 
regular Championship Season, one game 
between these two clubs shall be played 
on the day following the close of the 
regular Championship Season, site to be 
determined by toss of coin, and the game 
so played shall be included in the Cham- 
pionship record, and counted in deter- 
mining the award of the Championship. 
In such case only the provisions of this 
Constitution prohibiting the playing or 
recording as Championship games, games 
played after the expiration of the Cham- 
pionship Season, shall have no effect. 


ARTICLE 21 
Play-Off Series 


(1) The League will use the Shaugh- 
nessy Play-Off plan. 


(2) Each club will be assessed $250.00 
(to be paid to the League Treasury when 
notified) and this fund will go to the 
members of the team winning the reg- 
ular season pennant. 


(3) The team winning the Champion- 
ship of the regular season shall receive 
$1,500. The Shaughnessy Play-Off win- 
ner shall receive $1,500 and the play-off 
runner-up shall receive $1,000. The four 
teams participating in the play-offs shall 
deposit $500.00 each. 

(4) Admission prices for play-off 
games are to be the same as regular sea- 
son games for each respective park. 

(5) The club finishing the regular 
Championship Season in the second- 
place and the club finishing the regular 
Championship Season in the third-place 
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shall enter a play-off series consisting 
of as many as may be necessary for one 
club to win three games and the club 
so winning three games shall be declared 
the winner of the series. The clubs fin- 
ishing the regular Championship Season 
in first and fourth-place shall enter a 
play-off series running concurrently 
with the series between second and third- 
place clubs and consisting of as many 
games as may be necessary for one club 
to win three games and the club so win- 
ning three games shall be declared win- 
ner of the series. 


(6) In the event of a tie for either 
first, second, third or fourth-place at the 
close of the regular Championship Sea- 
son, one game to determine final posi- 
tion shall be played between the clubs 
so tied, on the day following the close of 
the regular Championship Season, site 
to be determined by toss of coin. After 
the home club has deducted taxes, re- 
ceipts for such games shall be immedi- 
ately forwarded to the League Office. 
After deducting 10% for League Treas- 
ury, the President shall remit checks to 
the contesting clubs on a 50-50 basis. 


(7) In all instances, the club finishing 
with the highest percentage shall have 
the privilege of choosing the site for 
the first game of the series. In the first 
round of the play-off, where three games 
are necessary to advance to the final 
round, the games shall be alternated un- 
less the contesting clubs agree other- 
wise. In the second round of the play- 
off, where four games won are necessary 
to win the play-off, the games shall be 
on a two and two basis and then alter- 
nate until one club has won four games. 
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(8) No time shall elapse between the 
close of the regular Championship Sea- 
son and the first game of the ‘Play-Off’ 
series unless a tie game must be played 
off. In the event the team that finished 
the season with the highest percentage 
and normally would have the first play- 
off game in its park, finds its park is 
not available on that date, the ‘‘Play- 
Off” series shall start in the park of the 
other contesting club. 


(9) In the play-off games after the 
home club has deducted taxes, all the 
receipts of such games shall be mailed 
immediately after each game to the 
League office. After the final game of 
such series the President shall deduct 
umpiring expenses, 10% for League 
Treasury, and then mail each club a 
one-half share of the remainder. 


(10) During the semi-final “‘Play-Off” 
series, players shall receive only their 
regular salary. 


(11) A tie game or a game postponed 
because of rain or other local cause, or 
called before it becomes a regulation 
game, in either the semi-final or final 
‘Play-Off’ series shall, unless the sched- 
ule provides to the contrary, be played- 
off upon the same grounds for which it 
was scheduled, before the succeeding 
game shall be played, and the dates as- 
signed for the subsequent games shall 
thereupon be moved forward. 

(12) All passes except National As- 
sociation, League, working press, and 25 
for players’ wives only, shall be abol- 
ished during the semi-final and final 
‘Play-Off’ series. 

(13) Each club shall bear its own ex- 
penses and the Home Club in each game 
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shall bear all expenses of grounds, ticket 
sale and other expenses incidental to 
each game. 


(14) The post-season games in this 
League are hereby declared to be a part 
of the regular season’s schedule and 
players’ and umpires’ contracts are ex- 
tended to cover these series. 


(15) The player averages of players 
participating in the “Play-Off” series 
shall not be included in the Official Play- 
ing Averages for the Championship Sea- 
son, but shall be kept in regular form 
for ‘Play-Off’ statistics. 


(16) A player to be eligible to partici- 
pate in the post-season ‘‘Play-Off’ series 
must have joined his club and be eligible 
to play on or before July 31 of the 
Championship Season and remain with 
the club during such period. Players on 
the disabled, temporarily inactive and 
suspended lists on August 1 shall also be 
eligible to participate in the play-offs. 

(17) Each club participating in the 
play-offs shall furnish to the President 
of the League five (5) days before the 
start of the series a list of not more than 
seventeen (17) players, NDS players not 
included, eligible to participate in the 
play-offs. The President in turn is to 
furnish each club taking part in the play- 
offs a copy of the eligible list of the 
participating clubs. Where a close race 
exists, then each club involved in the 
close race shall furnish the League Pres- 
ident with its eligible list five (5) days 
before the series starts. 
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ARTICLE 22 
Special Rules 


(1) Clubs desiring to change games 
during the season can do so if each club 
involved notifies the President in writ- 
ing no later than five (5) days before 
such change is to be made, with the ap- 
proval of the President. Such changes 
cannot be made from city to city unless, 
due to an emergency, the game cannot 
be played in the city where originally 
scheduled. 


(2) Clubs are not compelled to play a 
double-header on first trip of a season 
to any specific city, but may do so if 
agreeable with both managers. After 
the first trip to a city, and there are 
rained-out, tied or drawn games to be 
played, clubs are compelled to play suc- 
cessive double-headers until all such 
games are played; except there will be 
no such games played after the last 
scheduled trip to a city. Any team fail- 
ing to comply with the above rules, shall 
forfeit the game and shall be fined $100 
by the League President. Such fines shall 
go into the League Treasury. Any varia- 
tion to this rule must be approved by 
managers of the clubs involved and by 
the President of the League. In case of 
such variations, the managers of the 
clubs involved must be notified at least 
72 hours before the game is to be played. 
The home club shall be judge as to 
whether games shall be played in the 
afternoon or at night. In the event a 
change is desired in the original time 
given by the home club in its postpone- 
ment notice to the League office, the 
visiting club must agree to this change. 
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(3) If the lighting plant fails during 
the game and cannot be fixed at that 
time, the game is to be played from the 
point of darkness, on the next available 
date. If the failure of lights occurs on 
the last day of the season, the game will 
be played on the following day, from 
the point of darkness, if the outcome of 
the game affects the standings of the first 
four clubs. 


(4) Should the home manager refuse 
to start a game due to wet ground and/ 
or weather conditions for the last 30 
days of the season, he must secure a 
signed statement from the umpire, con- 
firming the manager’s decision, or the 
home club shall be fined the sum of $500 
and forfeit the game to the visiting club. 
No game shall be called off during the 
final 30 days of the season until the time 
set for starting such game. 


(5) Each club is to notify the League 
President and the other clubs the start- 
ing time for their home games and their 
local Sunday curfew. No inning of a 
night game may be started after 11:50 
P.M. according to the National Associa- 
tion. 


(6) The league maximum is to be $2.50 
per day for meal money per player, the 
individual club paying up to that amount 
as they see fit. Any club that pays more 
than the maximum shall be fined $100 
for the first offense, and a like amount 
for each repetition. 


(7) Each park of the Carolina League 
shall erect a fence 30 inches high so that 
it runs parallel to the foul lines and in 
front of the bleachers and the ball will 
remain in play at all times. 
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(8) Each club shall have two adequate 
canvasses to cover the pitcher’s mound 
and home plate. The ground keeper shall 
cover the home plate and pitcher’s 
mound as soon as the game is called by 
the umpire. The umpire shall see that 
this is done and shall see that every avail- 
able precaution is taken for the care of 
the ground. Should the ground keeper 
fail to do this or carry out umpire’s in- 
structions, club shall be fined $100.00. 

(9) The last ball of every game shall 
be returned to the umpire and he shall 
return it to the home club. Any ball 
player refusing to give up the ball shall 
be fined $5.00 for each offense. 


(10) There shall be no league passes 
except for press, radio and TV. Each 
club will furnish the League President 
with a list of the press, radio and TV to 
receive same. Each club will be allowed 
10 National Association passes to be for- 
warded through the League Office. All 
other passes to be forwarded through 
the League Office. All other passes except 
the above will be subject to a service 
charge of $.25 including tax. 

(11) No manager, coach or player may 
talk to the pitcher or confer at the mound 
more than one time during an inning 
without removing said pitcher, manager 
or participating player involved from the 
game. 


(12) No special meeting of the Direc- 
tors may be called except with the ap- 
proval of four members, but the League 
President may call a meeting at his dis- 
cretion. 

(13) Not more than 17 active players, 
the manager, the trainer and two bat 
boys may be on the bench after the 
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game starts after the first 30 days of the 
season. Extra NDS players being carried 
do not count in the above limitations. 
Penalty: Fine up to $250.00. 

(14) Each member club shall furnish 
each other club with correct player ros- 
ter and uniform numbers, 72 hours prior 
to each home stand. 


(15) Each player shall receive one 
pass good for one admission to any park 
in the league. Others with player’s wives 
and/or sweethearts must pay. 

(16) Each club shall be allowed a 
maximum of ten special nights (special 
nights construed to mean at reduced 
prices) with no limit to other promo- 
tions. 


(17) If a manager and/or player or 
players of any team in the League con- 
tinue to cause long delays in games 
through arguing with umpires, the 
League Director of that team shall see 
that these delays are stopped. 

(18) All scheduled games must be 
completed if possible. In event it is 
rained out in one city and there remains 
a series in the other city, the game must 
be played as part of a double-header with 
the home club keeping all receipts. 


ARTICLE 23 
All-Star Game 


(1) The All-Star Game will be an an- 
nual event. 


(2) The time of the game shall be at 
8 o'clock, the second Monday night in 
July, provided second Monday is not 
prior to July 10. The game will be play- 
ed in the regular home park of the host 
team. If second Monday is July 10 or 
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prior thereto, game will be played third 
Monday. 


The schedule-maker shall schedule a 
game for the following day, but in the 
event of rain on the regular All-Star 
date, the game the following day will be 
postponed until the day after the close 
of the season. 


Any League member which cannot 
make its park available for the All-Star 
Game on the specified two dates will be 
fined $4,000. All clubs must reserve these 
dates until mathematically eliminated as 
the host team. 


(3) The host team is the team in first- 
place after games of July 4, percentage 
standings not to be carried beyond three 
decimal points. In event of tie. team first 
going into undisputed first-place prior 
to games of July 8 becomes host team. 
If after games of July 7, tie still exists, 
then team involved in tie which had 
keen longest period without being host 
to game shall become host. If more than 
one tied in this, then site shall be de- 
termined by flip of coin. Coin flipping to 
be conducted by League President. 


(4) The host team shall be paid $200 
for the use of its park and receive all in- 
come from concessions. All expenses 
connected with the playing of the game 
shall be paid by the host team. Excep- 
tions: Umpires, travel expense of play- 
ers, Official scorer. 


The host team shall provide baseballs, 
gate-keepers, ticket-sellers, police pro- 
tection, insurance, ground keepers, pub- 
lic address system, adequate press and 
radio facilities, rest room attendants, 
ballchasers, batboys, etc. 
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(5) Selection of All-Stars: Each play- 
er in the League (17 on each team if that 
is player limit in existence at time) will 
be provided a ballot by the League Of- 
fice by June 28. He shall vote for 16 
places but may not vote for anyone on 
his own team. These ballots are to be in 
League Office by noon July 1. Teams fail- 
ing to submit ballots by deadline wiil be 
fined $100. The makeup of team shall be 
announced to press on July 2. 


Runners-up in the voting will replace 
host team players winning places on All- 
Star Team. 


The All-Star Team will be made up 
of three outfielders, four infielders, util- 
ity outfielder, utility infielder, two catch- 
ers, and five pitchers. 


Manager of the All-Star Team will be 
the manager of the team in second place 
after games of July 4. In case of tie, pro- 
cedure used to settling host team is to 
be followed. 


(6) Participation: All players chosen 
must report for game unless hospitalized. 
Failure to report will bring fine of $100.- 
00 and ten days’ suspension. Players re- 
ported hospitalized and playing within 
two days after All-Star Game shall be 
fined $100.00 and suspended 10 days. 


(7) Managers are urged to use every 
possible method to have pitchers rested 
for All-Star Game. In event they are not 
rested, there is to be no criticism if 
pitchers are used. No All-Star pitcher 
may pitch more than three innings un- 
less tie exists in 9th when he is in game. 
Host team pitcher may pitch entire game. 


(8) Tf host team has double-header 
scheduled on either of two days follow- 
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ing All-Star Game, it may switch double- 
header to future date, provided at least 
two open dates remain for playing such 
double-header. Decision on this must be 
made and League Office informed within 
- hours after host team has been se- 
ected. 


(9) Home Run Hitting Contest: The 
first four players in home runs as of the 
morning of July 5th shall compete in a 
home run hitting contest for a prize of 
$25.00. The leading home run hitter of 
the host team shall also compete. Each 
player will hit eight balls and fouls will 
count. Ball being hit longest distance 
will be the winner. The participants are 
subject to same reporting regulations as 
All-Star players. 


(10) Awards: Players on host team. 


and All-Star team and managers shall 
be given award to cost not less than $15 
and not more than $25. Managers re- 
ceive same award. No awards will be 
given participants in home run contest 
unless player is member of All-Star or 
host team. 


(11) League Office to select four um- 
pires. They shall be paid expenses and 
given the same awards as those received 
by players. 

(12) Admission price: To be set by 
League Directors. 

(13) Radio: All-Star Game will be 
open to broadcasting and a flat charge 
of $50.00 per station will be made. 


(14) No team shall schedule any game 
on day of All-Star Game. Penalty: $4,000 
fine. 
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ADDENDUM 
FEBRUARY 17, 1956. 
MEMORANDUM TO CAROLINA LEAGUE DIRECTORS 


The following changes have been voted in the Carolina League Constitution. 
I am sending four copies of this with the request that you insert them in your 
copies of the constitution in order that we do not have to go to the expense of 
new constitutions this year. 

Change paragraph 13 of Article 13 to make read: “No club of this league shall 
carry more than 7 veterans on the active list,” ete., ete. 

Change Article 14, deleting: “For the 1955 season only, book tickets (10 to a 
book) may be sold for $6.00 and season books at a minimum of $33.00 until the 
opening day of the season and thereafter at $7.50.” 

Change paragraph 9, Article 18, deleting: “unless rained out, tied, or drawn 
on the first trip around the circuit.” 

Change paragraph 2, Article 19, deleting: “with the exception of first trip of 
season,” 

Change paragraph 2, Article 22, to read: “Clubs are compelled to play a 
doubleheader on first trip of a season.” 

Change paragraph 11 of Article 22 to make read: “A manager, coach, or 
player will be allowed one trip to the mound per pitcher per game. If more are 
made, the pitcher must be removed from the game. At any time a new pitcher 
will be allowed seven warmup pitches.” 

Add paragraph 15 to Article 23: “The site of the East-West game will be de- 
cided by the League Directors at a meeting following the All-Star game.” 

GLENN E. MANN, 
President, The Carolina League. 


96797 O—57—pt. 1———38 
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Officers and Directors of the Eastern League 


of Professional Baseball Clubs 


THOMAS H. RICHARDSON, Williamsport, Pa. 
President, Secretary and Treasurer 
League Offices, 405 West Third Street 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 
Phone 9108 





ee 


THOMAS F. McCAFFREY, Sr., Albany, N. Y. 


Vice President 


sceemmcapagill ates 


DIRECTORS 


THOMAS F. McCAFFREY, Sr., Albany, N. Y. 
JERRY TOMAN, Binghamton, N. Y. 
JOSEPH F. REARDON, Syracuse, N. Y. 
PETER J. McNEARNEY, Schenectady, N. Y. 
DANIEL W. ZERBEY, Reading, Pa. 


CHARLES A. STONEHAM, Springfield, Mass. 
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Club Officials and General Information 


ALBANY, N. Y. 


Name of Club . .....---+--.....Albany Baseball Club, Inc. 
Operated by ....... a AS Baseball Club, Inc. 
AGGROES >. 5i5..4.500 scadanceaienene _ Hawkins Stadium 
Telephone .......... ca conslepsudooutedeapaisiogssar eee 4-4521 
PRR SIN UU ooh aioe sooo dcceccuccaccesccbodeueeseecen eee Senators 
8 | | eee ee mes es San Francisco 
President ......... Otis Thomas F. McCaffrey 
RG acssssasssnrcsscna eddie Aiea ...Thomas F. McCaffrey 
SOOCRRAIY in ccncercscneteyerb ~~ apaethhi«-repninees ell John J. McCaffrey 
General Manager ........ ss .Thomas F. McCaffrey 
MME. co adil ccencees nandinscypamceeassaltakwessteacscunnee Edward Popowski 


Home Address ‘of Manager 
608 Franklin Blvd., Greensboro, North Carolina 





Public Relations . veoes--------Lhomas F. McCaffrey, Jr. 

CO FIO is ineeckiccesssendrael Hawkins Stadium 

Seating Capacity " <vibsnniesiaiisnnnioa vasa 

City Population . scale as 133,000 
| —or cree 


BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 


Name of Club ; Binghamton Triplets 
Operated by ... a Binghamton Triplets 
Address . 70 Court St., Binghamton, N. Y. 
Telephone—Office eee Johnson Field—7-0549 
| Nickname dada Aisi dddecedntokenedsee Triplets 
Connected with .. ‘ai ; _........New York Yankees 
President ‘ .......George M. Weiss 
Treasurer .. ctinasnanpeieianaas A. G. Lanier 
Secretary Sena ......-.-A. G. Lanier 
General Manager .......Jverry Toman 
PROT ERS eiectsc-.::.. 2900ue .....steve Souchock 


Home Address of Manager 
21167 Outer Dr., Dearborn, Michigan 


| PAC. TRIE onsen nsessesunsicssn-vcsesnssansenptgaseannstl Cannan 
Games Played at .......Jsohnson Field 
Seating Capacity . yisae DR BR 5,200 


City Population hibddelied isucucs. i Oe 
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READING, PA. 


Name of Club ......... nese ie Reading Indians Baseball Club 
Operated by ................. .......Reading Indians Baseball Club 
SIE Soltccd. <i cs nass athocseaadedbabeunmntuenibaiiatian P. O. Box 818 
SI Rihicelcinderseeoedacathisodcte cnginiancount siieinenieiale 5-6288 or 6-1600 
Nickname ..... sss cA cee eA alscisiibiniaitailapaa Indians 
I I 9, ictatllceilaaibinsincavanimniee Cleveland Indians 
Bwrbeeeees lladesnl. wirisdlA....csccssoore M. J. “Mike” McNally 
Ie + Ph ADE ts cxccreregnes sc epqruayacons Harry E. Small 
a nt ae ete Donald W. Hornbeck 
PERG TRUE 55. so oececk Moiese ca -nsdievie.-0.tcd Daniel W. Zerbey 
Club Secretary ........... canine tiaiapanil Mrs. Elda T. Gurneau 
PI... 2, CANIS te spt ssueratecennsecareseccenitsenorinioncnes Jo Jo White 


Home Address of Manager 
2212 Weldon Way, Sacramento, California 


Games Played at ...Reading Municipal Memorial Stadium 


Seating Capacity ...........:...........20n608)6-je-apetbhst,..6 8,000 
City Population ................ Shen eh ais ile ee ee ee 
a 
SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 

Name of Club ...................Schenectady Baseball Club, Inc. 
Operated by .....................Sehenectady Baseball Club, Inc. 
IY <5. snicatatedigepacaaleamepaiaaenes mnburtebnenadidhaesel Jackson Ave. 
Telephone ............. petticashedhs ..--- Franklin 4-9104 
I ee rs eens ..Blue Jays 
CSOUTNR CTO, WIC, coh onde -fénsas testes. setae, Philadelphia Phillies 
President ........... = innansnenscspecesesissccesel's Oe MGIOREDCY 
Treasurer _........... idAedvecehahicki abate lesssmAtagentidte P. J. McNearney 
gt ie lel he he GEM peo ae \..ssss+s0+-+-----Harold Blodgett 
I I 00 oot edac nore edtce cosa cennadinconie E. J. Sherba 
ii pi eee! ee 


Home Address of Manager 

3108 Glenview St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Public Relations ..... ac teors .E. J. Sherba 
Games Played at ..... ereeey “Schenactady Stadium 
BN SIE nin cscncsececciscsnnsccsnenesncvannnsnct Sdcousececod~ sae 
City Population . bin Aiieit Abensingsiass Meine. SEO 
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SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


Name of Club 
Operated by 
Address . 
Telephone 
Nickname 
Connected with . 


President .............. 


Treasurer 


Secretary ......5.:.0i2.. 


General Manager 
Manager ............. 


Home Address of Manager 
2436 San Nicholas, Ventura, California 


Games Played at . 


Seating Capacity 
City Population 


Name of Club . 
Operated by 


Springfield Exhibition Co. 
..Springfield Exhibition Co. 
ie P. O. Box 357 
..Republic 4-6421 

viecssennieuem dedi Giants 

ccmiel _New York Giants 


oS lie ae tt as Carl O. Hubbell 


sails Edgar P. Feeley 

..John S. Schwarz 
..Charles A. Stoneham 
Myron “Mike” McCormick 


...Pynchon Field 
saceseed pOUO 
..175,000 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Syracuse Chiefs 


Eastern League Baseball Club of Syracuse, Inc. 


Address 
Telephone 
Nickname 
Connected with . 
President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
General Manager 
Manager 


Home Address of Manager 
Games Played at .. 


Seating Capacity 
City Population 


MacArthur Stadium 


. ..Chiefs 
Independéntly Opetated 
Joseph F. Reardon 
Edward T. Collins, Jr. 
......Mary G. Reardon 

, Ivy Foster 
pte JSeenein F. Reardon 
iain gee Frank Calo 
305 John St., Syracuse, N. Y. 
‘MacArthur Stadium 

JO dine .....---10,000 
..220,000 


83 








584 


1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 


1951 





ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL 


TEAM SPORTS 


Vice Presidents - Eastern League 


George Weiss 
Edward Kirschner 
Joseph Cambria 
Peter Margie 

John Quinn 
Thomas McCaffrey 
James McKinnon 
Joseph Reardon 
Paul Krichell 

Jack Davis 

Ferris Edwards 

M. J. McNally 
Charles E. Blossfield 
Thomas McCaffrey 
Spencer Harris 
Peter McNearney 
John H. Johnson 
Don Dix 

Joseph H. Mosser 


Thomas McCaffrey 


Binghamton 
Scranton 
Williamsport 
Wilkes-Barre 
Hartford 
Albany 
Elmira 

Utica 
Binghamton 
Scranton 
Williamsport 
Wilkes-Barre 
Hartford 
Albany 
Elmira 
Schenectady 
Binghamton 
Allentown 
Williamsport 


Albany 
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1947 
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1949 


1950 


1951 


1952 


1953 


1954 


1955 


1956 
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Meetings - Eastern League 


Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 
Spring Meeting 
Fall Meeting 


Albany 
Hartford 
Scranton 
Elmira 
Wilkes-Barre 
New York 
Springfield 
New York 
Williamsport 
New York 
Binghamton 
New York 
New York + 
New York 
New York 
New York 
Utica 

New York 
Albany 
New York 
Hartford 
New York 
Scranton 
New York 
Wilkes-Barre 
New York 
Williamsport 
New York 
Elmira 

New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I 
NAME 
Section 1. 


This organization shall be called the Eastern League of 
Professional Baseball Clubs. 


ARTICLE II 
OBJECT 
Section 1. 
The objects of this League shall be: 


(a) To perpetuate baseball as the national game of 
the United States, and to surround it with such safeguards 
as to warrant absolute public confidence in its integrity 
and methods. 


(b) To protect and promote the mutual interests of 
professional baseball clubs and professional baseball 
players. 


(c) To establish and regulate the baseball champion- 
ship of the Eastern League. 


ARTICLE III 
MEMBERSHIP 
Location—Duration 
Section 1, 


This league shall consist of eight clubs located in the 
following named cities, viz: Albany, N. Y.; Allentown, 
Pa.; Binghamton, N. Y.; Elmira, N. Y.; Reading, Pa.; 
Schenectady, N. Y.; Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; and Williamsport, 
Pa.; or such other clubs as may from time to time be 
selected to membership therein as hereinafter provided 
for, but in no event shall there be more than one club in 
any city. This compact shall be binding until the annual 
meeting in November, a certificate to which effect shall 
be issued to each club, signed by the President-Secretary 
of every club of the League and by the President- 
Treasurer of the League. 








596 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


Territorial Rights 
Section 2. 


Every club in this League shall have exclusive rights in 
and control of the city in which it is located, and of the 
territory surrounding said city to the extent of ten miles 
in every direction from its corporate limits, and no visit- 
ing club shall, under any circumstances, except with the 
consent of the home club, be allowed to play any club in 
such territory other than the League club therein located. 


Section 3. 


No member shall change its location to any other city 
unless authorized by three-fourths of the members of 
this League at an Annual or Special Meeting. Any re- 
quest by a club to move a franchise, will not be good for 
more than ninety (90) days from the date of approval. 


Vacancy of League Franchise 
Section 4. 


If a vacancy occurs in the membership of this League 
during the championship season, the vacancy may be 
filled as directed by a three-fourths majority vote of the 
Directors of this League. The vacated franchise may be 
operated for the League, or transferred temporarily to 
other persons in the same city who shall assume and dis- 
charge all obligations of the club in that city, provided 
that such persons shall give satisfactory guarantee of con- 
tinuing the membership and fulfilling all obligations, but 
in case no party or parties satisfactory to the League can 
be found to assume such obligations, the President shall 
immediately call a meeting of the League Directors for 
the purpose of filling the vacancy. 


Section 5. 


Upon admission to fill a vacancy a new permanent 
member shall assume all rights, duties and obligations of 
membership, financial and otherwise, as are incumbent 
upon other permanent members. 


Assignment of Membership 
Section 6. 


No assignment of membership will be accepted without 
the approval of a majority of the members of the League 
other than the assignor club and only at the Annual or a 
Special Meeting of the League, nor will any such assign- 
ment be ratified until the assignee has undertaken to be 
bound by the provisions of the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules of the League. 
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Section 7. 


This League may, by a majority vote (exclusive of the 
assignor member), request in writing all facts and details 
of any proposed sale of membership herein, and if such 
request is made the assignee and assignor shall furnish 
to this League such information requested before the 
approval of the sale. 


Section 8. 


Upon the franchise assignment, the assignee member 
shall be liable to this League for all liabilities for which 
the assignor member was liable to this League, and shall 
take the standing and percentage of the assignor member 
in any season’s contest and shall play all scheduled games 
of the assignor member except as the Board of Directors 
of this League may otherwise order. 


Section 9. 


If any member of this League shall notify the President 
of the League, in writing, after the current season and on 
or before January Ist, of any year, that said member 
wishes to withdraw from the League, or will not or can- 
not operate its franchise during the following season, 
then it shall be the duty of the President of the League 
to co-operate with such member in ing to place said 
franchise with other parties in said city, or some other 
city agreeable to the Directors, and if and when said 
franchise is so placed prior to March Ist, preceding the 
next current season, the parties taking over the franchise 
from the surrendering member shall deposit their guar- 
entee checks with the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues, whereupon the President of the Lange 
shall return the guarantee check of the surrendering club 
less any expense incurred in placing said franchise and 
any indebtedness above named. 


Certificate of Ownership 
Section 10. 


The names of each shareholder in each club of this 
League, the number of shares they hold, the par value of 
each share and number of shares outstanding, total shares 
authorized, and any other information the President may 
require as to the ownership of a club must be certified to 
the President of the League and kept on file in his office, 
~~ = changes in such ownership must be duly certified 
to him, 


In accepting membership in this League and ratifying 
the Constitution and Rules, each owner of a share or 
shares in the capital stock of any club which is a mem- 
ber thereof and each owner of a share or shares of a club 
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which is a member but which is not incorporated, agrees 
not to transfer said share or shares in any club without 
the approval of a three-fourths vote of the League to 
any individual or company or party of individuals, and 
no individual or company or party of individuals may 
become the owner of a share or shares of any club of 
this League without the approval of a three-fourths vote 
of the League. 


Terminating Membership 
Section 11. 


This League may terminate the membership of any 
member and forfeit to this League such member’s fran- 
chise, and players’ contracts and reservations, for the 
following causes: 


(a) By the resignation or assignment duly accepted 
by a three-fourths majority vote of the remaining mem- 
bers in a meeting duly convened and as provided by Sec- 
tions 6, 7, 8 and 9 of this Article ITI. 


(b) Wilful failure to present its team at the time and 
place fixed, and properly equipped, to play any baseball 
game which this League has scheduled or directed to be 
played, unless due to unavoidable accident or other cause 
beyond the member’s control, or in connection with which 
the member has exercised reasonable care. 


(c) By allowing open betting or pool selling upon its 
grounds or in any building owned or occupied by it. 


(d) By playing any game of ball with a club or team 
whose disqualification or ineligibility notice has been 
given the club by the President or Board of Directors of 
this League or the National Association. 


(e) By offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to 
fix the result of any baseball game or failure to expel 
immediately from its team or organization any player, 
manager, employee or officer who shall have been found 
guilty by a court or by baseball authority having juris- 
diction of such offense, of offering, agreeing, conspiring 
or attempting to fix the result of any baseball game, or 
found to have been interested in or connected with the 
placing of a bet upon a baseball game in respect of which 
he has any duty to perform. 


(f) By disbandment of its organization or its baseball 
team during a championship season or within the period 
prior to or subsequent to a championship season covered 
between the dates of March Ist to January Ist of any 
calendar year, unless such disbandment is only a tem- 
porary necessity compelled by the accidental destruction 
of the playing park or an act of nature temporarily de- 
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stroying the city or so large a section thereof that its 
business is interrupted. (In such a contingency, the club 
owner and the President-Treasurer shall make every ef- 
fort to transfer the property and playing schedule of the 
club involved to the closest available location, and where 
such transfer is impracticable shall take all possible steps 
to render the loss negligible to the club and to the League 
and to protect the club in its playing and territorial rights 
where compatible with the rules of the National Associa- 
tion). 


(g) By the failure or refusal of any club to fulfill its 
contractual obligations. 


(h) By the failure or refusal of any club to comply 
with any lawful requirement of this League. 


(i) By the wilful violation by any club of any pro- 
vision of this constitution or of the legislation or playing 
rules made in pursuance thereof. 


(j) By the owner or official of any club becoming 
guilty of gross violation of any substantial rule of the 
League or of any flagrant violation of any law of any 
State or of the United States, or of any disgraceful con- 
duct or practice, tending to bring discredit upon baseball 
or upon his standing in the community, or contrary to 
the welfare of organized baseball. 


(k) By a three-fourths majority vote of the Members 
of the League that for business reasons and the best in- 
terest of the League, such membership shall no longer 
be desirable. In the event termination of membership 
occurs under this Section k, such member shall be en- 
titled to the benefits accruing to it under Section 9 and 
15 of this Article as to “Guarantee Deposits,’ “Surplus 
share,” and “Consideration received for transfer of player 
contracts or reservations.” The League shall be required 
to proceed through the formalities listed in Section 12, 
Paragraphs a, b, c and d. 


(1) If a club, member of this League, shall be adjudi- 
cated bankrupt or insolvent by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, in any bankruptcy or other action, suit or 
proceeding at law or in equity, its membership in this 
League and all rights incident thereto shall terminate 
ipso facto. 


Forfeiture or Alternative 
Section 12. 
To carry into effect Section 11 of this Article, the fol- 
lowing procedure shall be followed: 
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(a) Before the membership of any club may be for- 
feited, a written specification of the alleged cause for 
forfeiture shall be sent to such club, by registered mail, 
and such club shall be required to file, in writing, its 
answer thereto, within such time, not less than ten (10) 
days nor more than thirty (30) days, as the Board of 
Directors of this League may order. 


(b) Promptly upon receipt of such answer, or upon 
the failure of the defendant club to file such answer 
within the time limited therefore, a special meeting of 
this League shall be called to hear and decide the issues 
involved, and to determine whether a forfeiture of such 
membership or other penalty shall be declared. 


(c) Notice of the time and place of such special meet- 
ing, and a copy of the charges and answer, shall be sent 
registered mail, not less than ten (10) days prior to the 
date of such special meeting to each member of this 
League, including the defendant club. 


(d) The hearing shall be held in accordance with the 
By-Laws and Rules of this League, and such other rules 
and regulations as the Board of Directors may prescribe. 
Such rules shall always recognize the right of the de- 
fendant club to be represented by its officers and counsel, 
and to present evidence and argument material to the 
matters and issues involved. 


Alternate Penalty 
Section 13. 


In lieu of forfeiture of membership, this League may, 
by a majority vote of its members, the interested club 
not voting, impose a fine or other penalty, commensurate 
to the act, default or offense; and in this event, in addi- 
tion to such fine or other penalty, this League shall also 
award and direct reasonable and adequate compensation 
(or if not exactly ascertainable, then a reasonable pen- 
alty) to be paid by the defendant club, to any person, 
club or organization this League may find to have been 
injured or damaged by the act, default or offense of the 
defendant club, its officers, employees or agents. This is 
in place of forfeiture and the maximum penalty which 
may be imposed in any case shall not exceed Two Thou- 
sand Dollars ($2,000.00). 


Regulations 


Section 14, 
A three-fourths majority of the members of this League 
must concur in the finding and decision, if forfeiture be 


declared and if a fine or other penalty and compensation 
to an injured party, be declared. 
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Section 15. 


If a forfeiture or expulsion be declared, the defendant 
club shall be conclusively deemed to have forfeited to this 
League its Franchise and its players’ contracts and reser- 
vations; and this League shall have full and complete 
title thereto within the limits provided in the National 
Association Agreement Article 32, and may use and dis- 
pose of the same, as absolutely discharged from any 
claim of interest of the forfeiting club therein, in such 
manner, upon such terms, and to such transferees as this 
League shall see fit, without notice to the forfeiting club 
or others. Any consideration received by this League 
for the transfer of such Franchise shall be retained by 
this League, and the forfeiting club shall have no right, 
claim or interest therein; but any consideration received 
for transfer of player contracts or reservations, after first 
deducting all costs, attorneys’ fees, and all other expenses 
incurred in the forfeiture proceedings and hearing, and in 
connection with such player transfers, or incidental there- 
to or resulting therefrom, shall be paid over to the for- 
feiting club upon its executing a release of all claims. 
Pending any such transfer of the forfeited franchise, or of 
such player contracts or reservations, this League may 
use the same and exercise the same rights as the forfeit- 
ing club might have exercised thereunder, but for such 
forfeiture, without notice to and without any compensa- 
tion or obligation whatsoever to the forfeiting club. 


Section 16. 


The Board of Directors of this League shall be the sole 
tribunal empowered to adjudicate any actions within the 
provisions of this Article III, and its findings and deci- 
sions shall be final and conclusive, and all cases adjudi- 
cated within thcse said provisions are construed to be 
exclusively Intra-League affairs and not subject to ap- 
peal to other baseball authority as provided for by Article 
3, Section (2) and Paragraph 2 of the National Associa- 
tion Agreement (except as provided for). 


Section 17. 


Each member shall have full and complete control over 
its internal affairs and property, its officers, employeés, 
and players, except as its rights, duties, and obligations 
are or may be fixed or limited by the Constitution and 
By-Laws and Rules of this League, or by any agreement 
to which this League may be a party or by any legislation 
or Rules made or adopted pursuant thereto. 
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ARTICLE IV 


MEETINGS 
Annual Meetings 
Section 1. 


The Annual Fall Meeting of this League shall be held 
during the month of November of each year, or as early 
as practical after the Auditor’s annual report is ready for 
the League’s fiscal -year ended as of October 31 and said 
meeting shall be held at such place as the President may 
designate, at least two weeks prior to the National Asso- 
ciation meeting. 


The Annual Schedule shall be adopted at the Fall Meet- 
ing or as soon thereafter as practical, to enable neighbor- 
ing leagues to avoid conflict in playing dates. 


Special Meetings 
Section 2. 


Special meetings of this League may be called by the 
President or Board of Directors whenever deemed ad- 
visable and shall be called upon the written request of 
four (4) members of this League, such call to state the 
names of the members requesting the meeting and the 
business to be transacted. No business other than that 
expressly stated in the call of any special meeting shall 
be transacted at such meeting, except by unanimous con- 
sent of all members of this League. 


Notice and Clubs’ Representation 


Section 3. 


Notice of all meetings of the League shall be given to 
each member by mail or telegraph at least ten (10) days 
before such meetings. Such notice shall briefly state the 
time, place and purpose of the meeting. The giving of 
such notice may be waived in writing by any member. 
Failure to give such notice or any defect or irregularity 
therein, shall not affect or invalidate any meeting, or any 
proceedings or action at such meeting so far as members 
who have waived notice or who are represented at such 
meeting are concerned. In case of extreme emergency, 
the ten day notice will not be necessary. 


Section 4. 


At all meetings of this League, each member club shall 
be entitled to two (2) representatives at the meeting, one 
of whom shall be the League Director, or his duly qual- 
ified substitute, and the other a duly qualified officer, 
stockholder or authorized representative. 
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Players Barred 
Section 5. 


No player or manager shall be admitted to the League 
meetings as representative of any club, unless a qualified 
Director of the League or holding the proxy of that club 
to represent and vote for such club for which he may 
hold proxy. 

Proxy 


Section 6. 


A member may be represented at any meeting of this 
League by proxy given to another member of this League, 
if a certificate of appointment of such proxy signed by an 
officer of such member shall be filed with the President 
of this League before or when the meeting shall be called 
to order. 


Quorum 
Section 7. 


A representation of a majority of clubs holding mem- 
bership in this League shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business at any meeting of the League. 
Until a quorum is obtained at a meeting or adjourned 
session thereof, a less number may adjourn from time to 
time, without notice other than by announcement at the 
time of adjournment. 


Executive Session 
Section 8. 


The League may, upon a majority vote of its members, 
elect to go into executive session for the transaction of its 
business. 


Voting Power 
Section 9. 


Each member, regardless of how many representatives 
it may have at any meeting of this League, shall have 
only one (1) vote. Upon demand of any member, the 
vote upon any question before the meeting shall be by 
written ballot. 


Order of Business 
Section 10. 


The following shall be the order of business at meet- 
ings of this League, unless suspended by majority vote of 
the members represented: . 


1. Call to order. 


2. Presentation and filing of proxies, and roll call. 
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3. Reading of minutes of preceding meetings and ac- 
tion thereon. 


4. Reports of the Directors, Officers and Committees 
and action thereon. 


Election of new members and Directors. 


Amendment of Constitution, By-Laws and Rules. 


5 
6 
7. Election of Officers. 
8. Unfinished Business. 
9 


New Business. 


10. Adjournment. 


Regulation 
Section 11. 


Except as the League may. otherwise order, no person 
other than the President of this League shall give out any 
information regarding matters considered or transacted 
at meetings of this League, or any business of the League 
not exclusively the concern of the person or club giving 
such information. 


DIRECTORS 


ARTICLE V 
Appointment 
Section 1. 


The Board of Directors shall consist of the President of 
the League, and the President of each club, or executive 
officer of the club to be chosen and named by the club 
and approved by other members of the Board. 


No person shall be qualified to act as a Director or to 
represent a club by proxy in a meeting of the Eastern 
League who is not an actual member of and officially 
connected with the club he represents, nor shall any club, 
under any circumstances be represented by more than 
one person on the Board. Before the newly elected Pres- 
ident or representative of a club shall be elected and con- 
stituted a member of the Board of Directors of the Eastern 
League, he shall have received a vote of at least six of 
the Directors of the League, and no representative of any 
club shall be entitled to participate in the meetings or 
proceedings of the League before and until he has been 
elected and qualified as hereinabove provided. 
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The Board shall have the general supervision and man- 
| agement of all the affairs and business of the League and 
shall be answerable to the League for the faithful dis- 
charge of their duties. 


The Board of Directors, and the President of the League 

as Chairman of the Board of Directors, shall have power 

| to investigate upon their own initiative or upon com- 

plaint, any matter, situation or condition, act, transaction 
or practice charged, alleged or suspected to be detrimental 
to the best interests of basebal], of this League, and in 
connection therewith to take such preventative remedial 
and punitive action as the Board may deem to be war- 
ranted. 


If a Director is unable to attend a meeting, or is dis- 
qualified from acting in a particular matter because per- 
sonally interested therein, the Member he represents may 
certify some other person, with the above mentioned 
qualifications to act as proxy. 


Special Call — Directors 
Section 2. 


necessity may require. 
Vacancy — Director 
Section 3. 


In case of a vacancy on the Board, the club so losing its 
member shall designate his successor and at once notify 
the President of the League, who shall request the League 
to make it official by proper vote; but, if a vacancy is 
caused by the withdrawal, disbandment or disqualifica- 
tion of a club represented on the Board, then such va- 
cancy shall exist until a new member shall have qualified. 


ARTICLE VI 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS JURISDICTION 


The board may hold special meetings whenever urgent 
Authority and Appeals 


Section 1. 


(a) The Board of Directors shall have final jurisdic- 
tion within this League to hear and determine all matters, 
disputes, claims and complaints within this League be- 
tween members, players, managers, officials and em- 
ployees of this League and between this League and a 
member or a player, employee or official of this League, 
arising under or involving the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules of this League or contracts of the League or a 
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member. The Board, generally, shall adjudicate all issues 
of law or fact arising out of or involving the Constitu- 
tion. In this connection, the Board shall have power to 
award such damages and impose such penalties as the 
Board may find to be warranted, and, on appeal or re- 
hearing, to suspend, commute or remit the same. 


(b) The jurisdiction of the Board of Directors shall 
be subject only to such right of appeal to other baseball 
authority as may exist under the National Association 
Agreement to which this League is a party, and subject 
to appeal to the Commissioner only within the limits of 
Section 3, Article II, Major-Minor League Agreement. 


Appeal to League Directors 
Section 2. 


On appeal, the Board of Directors may grant a rehear- 
ing only upon the presentation of absolutely new evi 
dence, otherwise the findings of the Board shall be final 
and under no circumstances shall be reconsidered, re- 
opened, or inquired into by the League or any subsequent 
Board. 


The President of this League shall have authority and 
jurisdiction to hear and determine all matters, disputes, 
claims and complaints within the jurisdiction of the 
Board, but a party concerned or interested therein may 
request action by the full Board at the outset and has a 
right of appeal from the President’s decision to the Board 
of Directors. 


Authority on Defaults 
Section 3. 


(a) If a member be in default more than five (5) days 


‘in payment of any obligations found to be due to the 


League or any member thereof, the Board of Directors is 
empowered to authorize and direct the officers of this 
League to deduct the amount thereof from any monies 
belonging to such member that may be or come into their 
possession, or if there be no such monies, then any and all 
other members of this League shall, upon notice from the 
President of this League, deduct such amount from any 
monies belonging to or due such defaulting member, and 
such amount shall be paid to the League or the person, 
organization or corporation entitled thereto, through the 
President of the League. If any member shall fail to 
comply with a notice directing the withholding and pay- 
ment of any such amount from funds of the defaulting 
club that may be or come within its possession, the mem- 
ber so notified shall be fined the same amount as it was 
directed to withhold and such fine shall be collectible in 
like manner. 
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(b) If a player, manager, umpire, official, or other 
person subject to the jurisdiction of this League, be in 
default more than fifteen (15) days in payment of any 
such obligations found to be due, or of any fine or award, 
he shall be suspended until the amount due shall have 
been paid. 


Restriction 
Section 4. 


No Director or a representative thereof shall sit in the 
trial of a cause in which his club is interested, or be 
present thereat—except as a witness. This is mandatory 
and must be enforced by the President. 


Complaints by Clubs 
Section 5. 


The Board shall at once consider any complaint pre- 
ferred by a club against a manager or player of another 
club (prior to the expiration of the championship season) 
for conduct in violation of any provision of this Constitu- 
tion, or prejudicial to the good repute of the game of 
baseball; and shall have power to fine, suspend, or expel 
such manager or player provided, that such complaint be 
made in writing, giving such particulars as may enable 
the Board to ascertain all the facts, and be transmitted 
to the President, by whom it shall be referred to the 
Board. 


Complaints by Players 
Section 6. 


In case a player, under contract or reservation to a 
club, shall, during a current season, prefer a com- 
plaint in writing to the President of the League, 
against such club, alleging that such club is in arrears 
to him for salary for more than fifteen days after 
such salary has become due on account of such contract, 
the President shall at once transmit to the said club a 
copy of such complaint and require an answer thereto. 
On receipt of such answer, the President shall refer the 
papers in the case to the Board of Directors, through its 
chairman; and should the Board sustain the player’s com- 
plaint, it shall require the club under penalty of the for- 
feiture of its membership, to pay to the player forthwith 
the full amount ascertained to be due him. Should said 
player refuse to serve the club, pending the action of the 
Board on his complaint, he shall thereby forfeit the bene- 
fits of the award, and in such case the Board shall revoke 
the award. 
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Miscellaneous Appeals and Disposition 
Section 7. 


The Board of Directors shall also be the sole tribunal 
for the hearing of an appeal made by any person who 
shall have been expelled, suspended, or disciplined by the 
club. The matter shall be proceeded with in the follow- 
ing manner: Such person shall, within fifteen (15) days 
after the date of expulsion, suspension, or discipline, file 
with the President a written statement of his defense, 
accompanied by a request that an appeal be allowed him. 
The President shall notify the club of the request for an 
appeal accompanying such notice with a copy of the ap- 
peal, and at the next annual meeting, the club, by its duly 
authorized representatives and the appellant in person, by 
attorney, or by written statement, shall appear before the 
Board with their testimony. The Board shall impartially 
hear the matter and render the decision which shall be 
final and forever binding on both club and player. 


Section 8. 


No complaint or claim involving the use of ineligible 
players, forfeited games or any other issue excepting a 
claim for salary or monies due, shall be considered by the 
President or Board of Directors unless submitted within 
fifteen (15) days after the close of the playing season. 


Expense of Trials 
Section 9. 


Any expense of trials or arbitrations shall be borne by 
the parties adjudged to be at fault. 


ARTICLE VII 


OFFICE AND OFFICERS OF THE LEAGUE 


Officers 
Section 1. 


The Officers of this League shall be a President, a Vice- 
President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, who shall be 
elected at the Annual Meetings of this League as and 
when their terms of office expire. They shall be elected 
for such terms, and shall receive such salaries, as this 
League shall by a majority vote of the membership de- 
termine. The offices of President-Secretary-Treasurer 
may be combined. 
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Vacancy 
Section 2. 


If the office of President, Vice-President, Secretary or 
Treasurer shall become vacant at any time, the Board of 
Directors may elect the Vice-President, should it not be 
his office that is vacant, or any other person, to fill the 
vacancy until the next Annual Meeting, or until his suc- 
cessor is elected and qualified, or may call a special meet- 
ing of this League to fill such vacancy and for such term 
as the League may fix. A vacancy in any other office, if 
held independently of the Presidency, shall be filled by 
the Board of Directors until the next annual meeting of 
this League. 


President 
Section 3. 


The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board 
of Directors and of this League, and shall be ex-officio 
Chairman of the Board, and shall also be ex-officio mem- 
ber and chairman of all committees, unless otherwise ex- 
pressly stated in the resolution or action constituting the 
committee; but shall have a vote only in case of a tie or 
to constitute a quorum. He shall be this League’s rep- 
resentative at all meetings of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues and at all other meetings 
and hearings at which this League may be entitled to 
representation, subject to direction of the Board of Direc- 
tors. If he is unable to attend any such meeting or hear- 
ing, this League or the Board of Directors shall designate 
some other person as its representative, who shall be an 
official or some member of this League, preferably a club 
president or director. Subject to the Board of Directors, 
the President shall have general supervision of the affairs 
and business of this League, the protection of its interests, 
the enforcement of the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules 
of this League, including the playing rules. He shall also 
have such other powers and duties as the Constitution, 
By-Laws, and Rules of this League, the official playing 
rules, and the Board of Directors may prescribe. 


President’s Authority on Complaints 
Section 4, 


In all cases of disputes and complaints referred to in 
the foregoing Article VI, the League President shall have 
full power and authority to perform the functions of the 
Board stipulated therein, unless either one or both parties 
to the dispute demand, upon making complaint, a hearing 
before the Board. 
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Prejudicial Conduct 


Section 5. 


For conduct prejudicial to the interests of the League 
and the good of the game, the President can fine and/or 
suspend, any player or umpire, and/or present to the 
President of the National Association all findings in the 
case for final disposition. 


Salary and Bond 


Section 6. 


The salary for the officers of this League shall be fixed 
at the Annual Fall Meeting of the League for each year 
or for such period of time that the Directors shall affix 
and designate. Officers and employees of this League, if 
and when required by the League, shall give bond for the 
faithful discharge of their duties and obligation to this 
League, in such forms, for such amount and with such 
surety, as the League may order. The premiums on such 
bonds shall be paid by this League. No officer of this 
League shall have a financial interest in any club of this 
League. 


Official Visits 


Section 7. 


The President of this League shall visit each club in 
this League at least twice during the championship season 
and at such other times as the business of this League 
may require. All traveling expenses on such trips shall 
be an expense of the League. 


League Records 
Section 8. 


Annually, and whenever required by the League or by 
the Board of Directors, each officer shall render full and 
true account of the affairs and business of this League, 
and all records, accounts and property in his custody and 
control; and immediately upon the expiration of his term 
of office, each officer shall fully account for and deliver 
to such person as the League may order, all records, 
papers and securities and property of this League in his 
custody or for which he is responsible. 


League President Expenses 
Section 9. 
Should any club in this League, during the champion- 
ship season, or at any other time, request the presence of 
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the President in its city, the expense of the President 
shall be paid by the club so requesting his presence, ex- 
cept those official visits as provided for herein. All tele- 
grams to the League office shall be paid by the sender. 


League Seal 
Section 10. 


The President shall secure an official seal of the Eastern 
League which shall be duly affixed to all official docu- 
ments of the League. 


Vice-President 
Section 11. 


The Vice-President, in the absence or inability of the 
President, shall have the duties and powers of the Presi- 
dent, except that in the event of a vacancy in that office, 
he shall act only temporarily until the vacancy shall be 
filled as hereinbefore provided. He shall also have such 
other powers and duties as the Constitution, By-Laws 
and Rules of the Board of Directors may prescribe. 


and/or 


The position of Vice-President shall be honorary and 
only such person shall be elected to the office as has 
previously been connected with the League in the capac- 
ity of an Officer or a member thereof, or one who has 
rendered notable service to the progress and interest of 
baseball or who has achieved the standing of honor and 
trust in the State or the Community in which he resides. 
The office of Vice-President shall remain an honorary 
position until, or unless, at the Annual Fall Meeting, the 
majority of the Board of Directors desires that said office 
of the Vice-President shall no longer be that of an honor- 
ary position. 


Secretary 
Section 12. 


The Secretary shall have the usual duties of a Secre- 
tary, shall have the custody and care of all official records 
and papers of this League; shall issue all official notices, 
except as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, or the 
Board of Directors, may otherwise provide; shall keep 
true and complete records of all meetings of this League: 
Shall keep this League’s records with regard to clubs, 
players, umpires and scorers, and the playing of games 
scheduled by this League; and shall have such other 
duties and powers as the Constitution, By-Laws and 
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Rules, and the Board of Directors, may prescribe. The 
Secretary shall keep the true and complete record of all 
meetings of this League in a minute book provided for 
that purpose and shall mail to each member a copy of 
the minutes of that meeting. 


Treasurer 
Section 13. 


The Treasurer shall have the usual duties of a Treas- 
urer; shall receive all dues, fees, fines and assessments, 
payments, and other funds and revenues of this League; 
shall have custody of all securities of this League; shall 
sign such checks and negotiable paper of this League and 
make such payments as the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules, or the Board of Directors, may authorize; shall 
keep full, true and accurate records and accounts cf all 
receipts for payments made to this League; and shall have 
and perform all such other duties as the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules, or the Board of Directors may pre- 
scribe. The office of the Treasurer may be merged with 
that of the President, in which event, the President shall 
have the same power and authority as that of the Treas- 
urer as provided herein. 


Removal of Officers 
Section 14. 


Any officer of this League, failing to do his duty, or to 
enforce immediately any provision of this Constitution, 
or the Rules, when he knows of any infraction thereof, or 
when notified thereof, may, upon conviction thereof, in 
a proper trial before the Board of Directors, be removed 
from office by a three-fourths majority vote of the Board 
of Directors. 


League Office 
Section 15. 


The President shall maintain an office for the League 
and all its legitimate expenses shall be met by the League. 
(See Section 3, Article VIII, herein). 


Auditor 
Section 16. 


The books, accounts and records of this League shall be 
audited by a Certified Public Accountant each year and 
copies of the report mailed to each member upon comple- 
tion of said report or submitted to the membership if 
possible not later than its Annual Fall Meeting. The 
above report shall be for the fiscal year of this League, 
which shall be November lst to October 3lst. <A copy of 
the report must be sent to the office of the National Asso- 
ciation for its file record. 
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ARTICLE VIII 


LEAGUE FUNDS — SOURCES OF REVENUE 
Operating (Maintenance) Account 
Section 1. 


All funds derived by the League from any source, in- 
cluding fines, the League’s share of the gate receipts, or 
any play-off or post-season series, shall be combined in 
an account under the name of Eastern Baseball League, 
out of which the League’s expenses shall be paid. 

The home clubs of the League shall remit and the Pres- 
ident shall accept and deposit into this account as follows: 


Championship Season 


(a) Ten cents (10c) on all fully paid adult admissions 
in both the grandstand and bleachers. This includes la- 


dies’ admissions on Opening Day, Sundays and Holidays. 
Community Games 
(b) $50.00, regardless of the amount of gate receipts. 
Semi-Final Play-offs 
(c) Ten cents (10c) on all fully paid adult admissions. 
Final Play-offs 
(d) 10% of gross receipts after deductions of tax. 
Assessment 


(e) An assessment to cover operating expenses may 
be made, when, in the judgment of the President and 
Board of Directors, an assessment is imperative for the 
benefit of the League. 


Gross Admission Receipts Defined 
Section 2. 

Gross admission receipts shall mean to include and 
cover the gross value on all tickets sold and redeemed as 
admission to such game as general admission, grandstand, 
pavilion, bleachers, box seats, admissions to season box 
seats and reserved seats or to any other section of the 
park not specifically named herein. 

Office Expense 
Section 3. 
The President is authorized to establish and maintain 


offices for the conduct of the affairs and business of this 
League, subject to approval of the membership, to hire, 
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discharge and fix the compensation of all necessary em- 
ployees of the League, subject also to the aforementioned 
approval. The President and Secretary-Treasurer shall 
pay and discharge out of League funds all expenses and 
liabilities incurred in the conduct of the business and 
affairs of this League. Salaries of the umpires shall be 
fixed by the President without approval of the League, 
but said salaries to remain within the limits as authorized 
by the League. 


Expenses of Committees 
Section 4. 


The actual expenses of all meetings of all committees 
properly formed and directed by the League shall be paid 
out of the League Treasury. 


Game Attendance Statement 
Section 5. 


The League President shall forward to each club of 
this League before the opening of the Championship 
season a Game Attendance and Settlement Statement 
form which must be in quadruplicate in a bound book. 
Such statement form shall be approved by the Board of 
Directors of this League. The said statement shall reflect 
and the home club shall account for the total attendance 
and money value of each admission. This report must be 
prepared and properly attested by the visiting club rep- 
resentative at the end of each game and at the end of 
each series. The representative of the visiting club shall 
forward the quadruplicate of the attendance statement, 
with the turnstiles reading, within the following day to 
the Eastern League office. 


The home club shall on the day following each series, 
forward to the Eastern League office the League’s share 
of such series together with original copies of attendance 
statements. 


It is mandatory that such statements be prepared and 
properly attested by representatives of both clubs on all 
championship games, play-off, or any other games where 
the League may be interested for its share, and forwarded 
to the League office together with the League’s money 
share, as herein provided. 
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BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE IX 


Scope of By-Laws 
Section 1. 


This League shall adopt By-Laws and Rules for the 
conduct and administration of its affairs and business; for 
the regulation of contracts and relations between clubs, 
players, managers, scorers and umpires of this League or 
its members; for the playing of baseball games by its 
members with each other and with other teams; and to 
prohibit and penalize conduct detrimental to baseball or 
prejudicial to the welfare of this League. 


Vote to Adopt and Amend 
Section 2. 


The Board of Directors, by a three-fourths majority 
vote of the members thereof, may adopt, repeal and 
amend By-Laws and Rules of the League, at any meet- 
ing of the League duly called, unless otherwise provided 
herein. 


Consistent and Equal 
Section 3. 


The By-Laws and Rules of this League shall be con- 
sistent with law, with the Constitution of this League, 
and with any agreement to which this League is or may 
be party, and must operate equally upon all members of 
this League, and if not, shall be, but to that extent only, 
of no effect. 


ARTICLE X 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 
Dues to National Association 
Section 1. 


The club owners of the Eastern League shall retain its 
membership in the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues by prompt payment before due date of 
the annual dues, September Ist, as specified by the 
National Association. 
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National Association Membership 
Section 2. 


This League is a member of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues and party to its National 
Association Agreement and also to the Major-Minor 
League Agreement of January 12, 1952. The Eastern 
League of Professional Baseball Clubs and its members 
have the rights and obligations set forth in said agree- 
ments and in the rules adopted pursuant thereto, and 
violation thereof shall be considered a violation of this 
Constitution; and the Board of Directors and Officers of 
this League are authorized and directed to take from time 
to time whatever action may be requisite or expedient to 
maintain, protect, enforce and advance the interests of 
professional baseball, and of this League and its mem- 
bers, under and pursuant to said agreement. 


ARTICLE XI 
AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 


Amending Constitution 
Section 1. 


This Constitution or any sub-division thereto, may be 
altered or amended at any regular or called meeting of 
the League, by a three-fourths vote of the Directors, or 
by a unanimous mail vote. Any section of this Constitu- 
tion may be suspended or its provisions made non-appli- 
cable by unanimous vote at any League meeting, unless 
otherwise provided herein. 


ARTICLE XII 
SIGNATURE 
Pledge 


Section 1. 


The members of this League hereby subscribe to this 
Constitution jointly and severally, for themselves, their 
successors and assigns and their stockholders, officials, 
players and employees, pledge and agree faithfully to 
abide by, comply with and perform all of its provisions. 


ARTICLE XIII 
AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS 


Amending By-Laws and Rules 
Section 1. 


The By-Laws and Rules referred to and under Article 
XIII through Article XXX herein, or any sub-divisions 
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thereof, may be altered or amended at any regular or 
called meeting of the League, by a three-fourths vote of 
the Directors (or by a three-fourths mail vote, any time). 
Any Sections of the By-Laws and Rules may be sus- 
pended or its provisions made non-applicable by a three- 
fcurths vote of the Directors at any regular meeting un- 
less otherwise provided herein. 


Section 2. 


All League legislation and/or rules pertaining to player 
limits, salary limits, or any matters affecting the make-up 
of the playing personne! of clubs of this League must be 
brought up and established at the Annual Fall Meeting, 
and when once adopted at such meeting, shall not be 
changed until the same meeting following the next en- 
suing playing season. 


ARTICLE XIV 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON AND CHAMPIONSHIP 
GAMES 


Definitions 
Section 1. 


The members of this League shall contend annually for 
the championship of this League. 


Championship games of this League shall be played 
_under the Official Playing Rules in effect pursuant to 
adoption by the National Joint Rules Committee of Pro- 
fessional Baseball. 


General Rules 
Section 2. 


This League shall adopt such playing rules, miscellane- 
ous rules and umpire rules as its Board of Directors may 
direct, not to conflict with the Official Playing Rules. 


Adoption of Schedule 
Section 3. 


(a) The President shall prepare, or have prepared, a 
written schedule or schedules for the following champion- 
ship season and submit the same to the members for con- 
sideration at the Annual Meeting or as soon thereafter as 
practicable. It shall require a three-quarters vote of the 
Directors to adopt a playing schedule. The schedule shall 
provide an equal number of home and road games and 
specify the date of each game and of each series of games. 
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Every game played between two clubs from the com- 
mencement to the conclusion of the championship season 
shall be a championship game. 


(b) After the schedule is adopted and prior to the 
start of the season, no date therein shall be changed ex- 
cept as follows: 


1. By written agreement of the two clubs when 
approved by the President, who shall notify all 
the remaining clubs of such transfer by him. 


2. By consent of three-fourths of the membership. 


(c) After the season has commenced, by written 
agreement of the two clubs involved, and immediate 
notice to the President, the schedule adopted may be 
changed as follows: 


1. A date fixed by the schedule may be changed 
to an open date on the same playing grounds. 


2. A game may be re-arranged as part of a 
doubleheader. 


3. And as hereinafter provided in respect of tied, 
postponed or called games. 


Opening Day Pairings 
Section 4. 


Opening day pairings and the dates of the champion- 
ship season shall be determined by the Directors at the 
Annual Fall Meeting of the League. 


Open Dates 
Section 5. 


Any open date immediately following any scheduled 
series shall be considered as part of that series and shall 
be used for playing any remaining unplayed game be- 
tween the clubs scheduled to play on the preceding day, 
unless either of the contesting clubs shall have recorded 
with the President of the League, the scheduling of an ex- 
hibition game for said date. 


The final game or games of any series between clubs 
either of which has to make any of the following jumps 
for an afternoon game on the succeeding day, shall be 
played in the afternoon unless otherwise mutually agreed 
upon: 


Albany to Williamsport, Elmira, Allentown, Wilkes- 
Barre, Reading. 


Allentown to Albany, Schenectady. 
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Elmira to Albany. 
Reading to Albany, Schenectady. 


Schenectady to Williamsport, Reading, Allentown, 
Wilkes-Barre. 


Wilkes-Barre to Albany, Schenectady. 
Williamsport to Albany, Schenectady. 


Champion Club 


Section 6. 


Unless otherwise agreed by vote of the clubs, the team 
which shall have won the greatest percentage of games 
in the championship season, shall be declared the cham- 
pion club of the League. But if at the completion of the 
regular championship schedule, two or more teams shall 
be tied for first place by having won the same percentage 
of games, they shall play a special series of games as shall 
be arranged by the clubs concerned and the President. 
If two teams are tied, a game to determine final position 
shall be played between the clubs so tied, on the day fol- 
lowing the close of the regular championship season, site 
to be determined by the toss of a coin. If there are an 
uneven number of teams, three for instance, that have 
the same percentage at the close of the season, there shall 
be a drawing for positions. The club drawing the bye 
shall meet the winner of the game between the two other 
teams that were tied, under the same conditions. 


The games so played shall be included in the cham- 
pionship record and counted in determining the award 
of the championship. In such case only the provisions of 
this Constitution prohibiting the playing or recording as 
championship games, games played after the expiration 
of the championship season, shall have no effect. 

Receipts of such post-season games shall be divided on 
a 50-50 basis after deduction of tax and league dues, 
each team assuming its own expenses. 


Players Award 
Section 7. 


An award of the sum of two thousand dollars shall be 
made to the players on the club finishing the regular 
championship season in first place; this sum to be raised 
by an assessment of two hundred fifty dollars against 
each club, payable to the League President for the “Pen- 
nant Fund” on or before August lst of each playing 
season, and in the event that said deposit of $250.00 is 
not paid on or before August Ist, the President shall di- 
rect the Home Club to deduct that amount from the de- 
linquent club. 
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ARTICLE XV 
TIED, CALLED AND POSTPONED GAMES 
Play-off of Games 
Section 1. 


A tie game, or a game postponed for legal cause or 
called before it becomes a regulation game, in accord- 
ance with Official Playing Rules 23 and 25, shall be re- 
played if a tie game, or played off if a postponed game, 
on the same grounds on a succeeding open date or, if no 
open date, then as part of a doubleheader within the same 
series or as soon thereafter as possible. If there be no 
open date, any unplayed game shall be played as the home 
club may determine, but shall be played as soon after its 
postponement as possible. Any such game remaining un- 
played after all the series between the two members on 
the home club’s grounds have ended, shall, if possible, be 
played at the visiting club’s grounds on the first possible 
date within the closing series there between the, clubs 
concerned. A regulation game within the meaning of 
this paragraph must comply with Section 3, Rule 23,,of 
the Official Playing Rules, and rain checks must be hon- 
ored if the game is not a regulation game. 


Transfer of Games 
Section 2. 


If, however, all of the series games scheduled on any 
ground have been ended and such tied or postponed 
games unplayed, while a series of games remains to be 
played in the city of the original visiting club, between 
the same two clubs, then such game shall, if possible, be 
played off on the grounds of the original visiting club 
on a date to be determined by the club to which such 
game is transferred. 


Pre-Game Postponement 
Section 3. 
No game can be called off or postponed less than three 
(3) hours before scheduled ‘time. 
Postponement by Rain 
Section 4, 


In case of rain after a game has been started, the um- 


pires shall be the sole judges of whether or not play 
should be stopped. If play is suspended there shall be a 


wait of at least thirty minutes, regardless of field or 
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weather conditions, before the umpires consider calling 
off the game. If at the end of thirty minutes, the rain 
has ceased or is letting up, and in the opinion of the um- 
pires there is a chance of continuing, it is advisable to 
wait another thirty minutes. Under such conditions it is 
regarded as advisable and as part of good showmanship 
that the umpires appear on the field, make a survey of 
playing conditions, then announce their decision. If con- 
ditions are such that it is possible the home management 
may turn on the lights so that the spectators can better 
familiarize themselves with the actual playing conditions 
which have caused postponement. In any event, every 
effort should be made to complete the ball game. 


Light Failure 
Section 5. 


If the lights go out during a game for any cause or de- 
fect, whether under control or not, and the lights cannot 
be put back into operation after delay of thirty (30) min- 
utes from the time play was suspended, the umpire may 
suspend play for an additional reasonable period, but not 
over thirty (30) minutes more. In any event, every ef- 
fort should be made to complete the ball game. In that 
event the game shall be rescheduled and treated in the 
same manner as a postponement, except that play shall 
be resumed at the same point and under the same condi- 
tions that existed at the time of light failure. 


However, if the game cannot be rescheduled on the 
home field, it must be transferred to the visiting club in 
order to complete the schedule. If four and one-half 
innings have been played, rain checks shall not be hon- 
ored. 


Responsibility of Umpires 
Section 6. 


The management of the home club shall make every 
possible effort to restore the lights and the responsibility 
for ascertaining the facts rests wholly upon the umpires. 
The umpires shall see that proper announcement is made 
to patrons attending the game giving reasons for their 
decision. 


Notice to Play 
Section 7. 


Before twelve (12) o’clock noon of the day following 
such postponed, tied, or called game, the home club shall 


notify the Manager and/or the Secretary or Business 
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Representative accompanying the visiting team, and the 
umpires officiating in the series, the date fixed for the 
play-off of such game, provided the play-off is within 
the same series. 


If the game is not to be within the same series and the 
home club shall fail to give twenty-four (24) hours notice 
prior to the time set for playing off of such game, the 
visiting club may request the President of the League to 
fix the play-off date and notify the two (2) clubs con- 
cerned. The President is to be given authority in the last 
series of the season to set up the postponed games and 
every club should complete the 140 game schedule as 
nearly as possible where it does not affect the traveling. 


Dispute in Dates 
Section 8. 


Any dispute between clubs concerning the fixing of 
dates for the play-off of postponed, tied or called games 
shall be finally decided by the President of the League. 


The President is empowered to order any postponed 
games played at any date that he sees fit and necessary, 
and any club refusing to comply with his instructions 
ee forfeit said game (or games) to the opposing club, 

-0. 


Effect in Club Standings 
Section 9. 


A tied game shall not count in determining a club’s 
championship standing; but if, before the completion of 
the fifth inning, the side at bat last shall equal the score 
made by the opposing club in five complete innings, the 
individual team averages shall be incorporated in the 
official playing records of this League. 


Rain Checks 
Section 10. 


Each admission ticket to championship games of this 
League shall have attached thereto a rain check, ex- 
changeable for admission to any succeeding game during 
the championship season. Such rain checks shall be ex- 
changeable for an admission only in the event that four 
and a half innings of any game shall not have been 
played, and rain checks shall so indicate, in which event 
the visiting club shall not be entitled to share in the re- 
ceipts of that game, and shall receive only the guarantee 
of $100.00. 
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Finish of Daylight Game Under Lights 
Section 11. 


A scheduled daylight game, other than a twilight game, 
must be finished in daylight or called if it becomes too 
dark to finish it, except at Albany, where a daylight game 
may be finished under lights. The lights should be turned 
on at the beginning of an inning, the umpires to be the 
sole judge as to when the lights shall be turned on. 


Suspended Game Rule 
Section 12. 


In case nine innings of a scheduled game after it has 
become a legal game are not completed because of dark- 
ness, a curfew established by city law, or in case of a 
night game, because of the failure of lights or power, or 
for any cause other than rain, fog or any other act of 
God, such game shall become a “suspended game” which 
shall be played off beginning at the point of the suspen- 
sion on the date of and preceding the next scheduled 
single game between the same teams in the same park. 
Where possible the line-up and batting order of both 
teams shall be the same as the line-up and batting order 
at the time the game was called except that a player who 
had been removed from the “suspended game” for a sub- 
stitute or a substitute player who did not continue in the 
ball game cannot appear in the line-up at the time of the 
completion of the “suspended game.” 


ARTICLE XVI 
DOUBLEHEADER GAMES 
General Rules 
Section 1. 


(a) The first game of all doubleheaders played either 
in the afternoon or night must be not less than nine (9) 
innings, except that in the case of a twilight double- 
header, the first game may be limited to 7 innings, except 
in case of a tie, at the discretion of the home team and 
so announced prior to the start of the game. 


Starting Second Game 


(b) The authority for the starting of the second game 
of a day doubleheader shall be in the hands of the chief 
umpire for such game, and the umpire shall start the 
second game of a day doubleheader, if possible, and re- 
quire play to be continued as long as possible, subject to 
the provisions in Section 3, Article XVI, herein. 
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Curfew Hour 


(c) In the State of Pennsylvania the law on Sunday 
prohibits a club starting any inning after 6:50 P. M. and all 
clubs must cease playing at 7:00 P. M. 

Note—Under the Pennsylvania law, these games shall be 
termed the same as rained-out games in the event 4% 
innings have been completed. 


Twilight Doubleheaders 
Section 2. 


Eastern League clubs may play twilight doubleheaders 
provided proper notice is given the visiting club and the 
League office. The home club will be permitted to set 
the time for starting such doubleheaders not later than 
7:00 P. M. Lights may be turned on at the beginning of 
any inning deemed advisable by the umpire and the game 
finished under the lights; provided further that the umpire 
shall be the sole judge when the lights shall be turfted on. 


Delays and Intermissions 
Section 3. 


It is provided that there shall be an intermission of 
twenty (20) minutes between the first and second games 
of a doubleheader. In case of rain, there shall be an ad- 
ditional wait of thirty (30) minutes before the umpires 
shall consider calling off the second game. After a wait 
of fifty (50) minutes, if the rain has ceased or is let- 
ting up, and in the opinion of the umpires there is a 
chance of playing, it is advisable to wait another thirty 
(30) minutes. However, if in the opinion of the umpires 
there is no chance of continuing the game after a wait of 
the designated fifty (50) minutes, the umpires shall de- 
clare the game off. In any event, every effort shall be 
made to complete the ball game. Unless rain is actually 
and visibly too severe to justify the action, the umpires 
should make a survey of playing conditions on the field 
before announcing that the game is called off. If condi- 
tions are such that it is possible, the home management 
shall turn on the lights so that the spectators can better 
familiarize themselves with the actual playing conditions 
which caused the postponement. 


ARTICLE XVII 
FORFEIT GAMES 


Club Standing 
Section 1. 


If the Umpire-in-Chief of any game, the President, or 
the Board of Directors of this League shall declare a 
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game forfeited, it shall count in determining the cham- 
pionship of this League, as lost by the club at fault and 
as won by the opposing club, by a score of nine runs to 
none. The box score up to the point of forfeit shall be 
included in the League records except that if the club in 
the lead is declared loser, the pitcher of the club shall be 
charged with the loss and the pitcher of the other club 
declared the winner. 


Loss on Admissions 
Section 2. 


(a) If a game be forfeited to the home club by the 
Umpire-in-Chief, and if such game forfeiture shall cause 
any loss or refund on admission receipts, the visiting club 
shall pay the home club the amount of such loss or re- 
fund, if ascertainable, and if not ascertainable then the 
sum of $500.00 for week-day games and the sum of 
$1,000.00 for opening days, Sundays or Holiday games, as 
liquidated damages. 


(b) If the game is forfeited to the visiting club, that 
club shall receive its share of the admission receipts and 
if such forfeiture shall cause any loss or refund of ad- 
mission receipts, the visiting club shall be paid the share 
there of it otherwise would have received, if ascertain- 
able, or if not ascertainable, the sum of $250.00 for week- 
day games and the sum of $500.00 for opening days, Sun- 
days or Holiday games as liquidated damages. 


(c) Before payment of the sums specified in para- 
graphs (A) and (B) of this section, an appeal may be 
made to the Board of Directors. 


Fines 
Section 3. 


The manager of the forfeiting club shall also be fined 
$250.00 if the forfeiture be declared under Sections 1, 2, 
3, 8 or 9 of Rule 24, of the official Playing Rules, or if the 
umpire, preceding the forfeiture, shall have notified the 
manager that the game will be forfeited under Sections 
4, 5 or 6 of said Rule 24, and the manager shall fail, 
within one minute, to stop the dilatory tactics, or the rules 
violation, or to remove the player; or if the forfeiture is 
caused by the withdrawal of the players during the prog- 
ress cf the game. 


Section 4. 


A player whose act or omission is the cause of a game 
forfeiture, under Sections 4, 5 or 6 of said Rule 24, may 
be fined not less than One Hundred ($100.00) dollars and 
suspended as the President of this League may decide. 
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Ineligible Players 


Section 5. 


A club shall be entitled to have forfeited games counted 
in its series of games won by the score of nine runs to 
none in case the Umpire-in-Chief in any championship 
game shall award the game to such club on account of 
the violation by the contesting club of any section of the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League; or any 
Official Playing Rule; or the use of any ineligible player. 


No game of baseball shall be played between a league 
club and any other club that has been expelled from 
membership in this League. No game of ball shall be 
played between a League club and any other club em- 
ploying or presenting in its nine a player under suspen- 
sion from the League or the National Association, or a 
club member thereof, or suspended, or rendered ineligi- 
ble by a club playing under the protection of the National 
Associaticn of Professional Baseball Leagues. A violator 
cf this section shall forfeit the game in favor of the non- 
offending club, and be subject to such fine as the Board 
of Directors may impose. 


ARTICLE XVIII 


PROTESTED GAMES 
Basis of Protest 
Section 1. 


(a) A game may be played under protest, provided 
the protest is based upon a violation of the Constitution, 
By-Laws, or Rules of this League, which permit it, or 
upon an umpire’s misinterpretation of or failure to com- 
ply with, apply and enforce the Official Playing Rules. 
No protest shall be considered that involves only the ac- 
curacy of an umpire’s judgment and decision on a play or 
other matter of fact, not a point of Rules. (See Official 
Rules 56 and 58). 


Rules for Filing Protest 


(b) No protest will be entertained by the President 
on a question of playing rules unless it is made by the 
Manager or Captain of the offended club at the time the 
play occurs thus giving the umpire an opportunity to re- 
verse a decision in error without affecting the game. 
When the protest is officially filed with the Umpire-in- 
Chief, he shall immediately notify the Official Scorer and 
the spectators. 


32 


ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 627 


President’s Decision 


(c) No protest shall be entertained by the President 
unless it is filed by telegraph within 24 hours after the 
incident. The Manager or Captain of the protesting club 
shall submit in writing to the President the evidence or 
argument upon which protest is made, after having given 
the umpire and the Manager or Captain of the opposing 
club verbal notice of the protest at the time it was made 
per Section (b) of this Article. 


The President shall render a decision on all protests 
within seventy-two (72) hours after the game has been 
played upon which the protest is made. There shall be 
no appeal from his decision. 


Refusal to Complete Game 


(d) If the protesting club fails to complete the game, 
as directed by the umpire, or to file said statement and 
evidence, as above provided, the protest shall be null and 
void, and shall not be considered by the President. 


Effect of Decision 


(e) The decision of the President may require that the 
protested game be replayed on a date to be fixed by the 
decision, play beginning with the same players if possi- 
ble as at the time of protest, as to number of innings to 
be played, number of outs, players on bases, balls and 
strikes called, etc., or may make such other disposition 
of the protest, as the facts, in the opinion of the President 
may warrant. 


ARTICLE XIX 
EXHIBITION AND PROMOTIONAL GAMES 
Interference with Schedule 
Section 1. 


Every game played between members of this League 
from the commencement to the completion of the cham- 
pionship season shall be a championship game. Exhibition 
games may be played with teams not members of this 
League, provided no interference shall result therefrom 
with any scheduled game of this League or the play-off 
of any tied, postponed or called game, unless otherwise 
mutually agreed upon. 


Territorial Rights 
Section 2. 


No exhibition game shall be played, by any other club 
except by consent of the club concerned, within the terri- 
torial limits of any member of this League, or of any 
member of a League of the National Association. 
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Exhibitions During Playing Season 
Section 3. 


No exhibition games shall be played on Sundays dur- 
ing the championship season, and no more than two ex- 
hibition games shall be played by any club during the 
championship season upon days which a League game 
has been scheduled; provided, however, that if mutually 
agreeable to the Home and Visiting Clubs, exhibition 
games may be played on Sundays during the champion- 
ship season as the second game of a double header, the 
regularly scheduled game to commence at 1:30 P. M. If 
an exhibition game is played on Sunday, as herein pro- 
vided the Home Club shall pay the visiting club the sum 
of $350 as its share and shall pay the League Treasury 
the sum of $87.50 on such occasion. 


Ineligible Clubs 
Section 4. 


No exhibition game shall be played with any Club ex- 
pelled from membership in any League of the National 
Association. 


Ineligible Players 
Section 5. 


No exhibition game shall be played with any club con- 
taining or playing any player disqualified or ineligible 
under rules of the National Association. (See Article 23, 
Section 2, National Association Agreement). 


Community Games 
Section 6. 


Each club shall be permitted to play, during the 
season, (Opening Day, Sundays, Holidays, and double- 
headers excluded), one game with every other club, to be 
known as a Community Game. It is further provided 
that five (5) days notice must be given the visiting club 
of the home club’s intention of playing a Community 
Game, unless otherwise agreed by the contending clubs. 
If a Community Game is postponed on account of weather, 
the home club shall have the option of another date dur- 
ing the same series or said Community Game shall be 
played during a later series, proper notice having been 
given the visiting club. The visiting club is to be guar- 
anteed one hundred dollars ($100.00) in lieu of the regu- 
lar visiting club’s share as provided for in Section 3, 
Article XXIX, herein. The Eastern League shall be paid 
fifty dollars ($50.00) in lieu of league dues as provided 
in paragraph (b) Section 1, Article VIII. 
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A doubleheader may be played as a Community Game 
if it is a club’s last trip to a given city. In no event can 
a Community Game be scheduled where a doubleheader 
appears on the schedule, unless on a club’s last trip in 
and in no event can a doubleheader be set up as a Com- 
munity Game when single game dates are available. 


ARTICLE XX 
POST SEASON GAMES 
Unauthorized Post Season Games Prohibited 
Section 1. 


No club, a member of this League, shall be permitted to 
play any post-season series with any other club or league, 
except with the authority of this League and the Presi- 
dent of the National Association. Where such post-season 
series are played under the auspices of the League, the 
President shall be empowered to act as a committee of 
one to make all arrangements for the series and the dis- 
tribution of the receipts, except that ten per cent (10%) 
of the gross receipts shall be paid into the League’s 
treasury, and except as hereinafter provided for. Out 
of this amount shall be met all expenses of the conduct 
of the series, such as umpires’ salaries and expenses, 
President’s expense, the League’s pro rata of the expenses 
of the representative of the National Association and all 
such expenses as are not usually borne by the local club. 


EASTERN LEAGUE PLAY-OFF 
Arrangements for Play-Off 
Detail 
Section 2. 


(a) Unless otherwise voted by the Directors the of- 
ficially adopted schedule of championship games shall be 
played under the “Eastern League Play-Off” plan. Rep- 
resentatives of the competing clubs and the League Presi- 
dent shall complete all details for the playing of the series 
of games provided herein. 


Procedure 


_(b) The Eastern League Play-off shall consist of three 
series of games. The first two series of games shall open 
on the second day following the close of the regular sea- 
son and run concurrently until a team in each series shall 
have won four games. The winning clubs in the two 
series thus provided shall enter a final play-off series 
consisting of as many games as may be necessary for one 
club to win four games, 
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Deviation 


(c) Should existing conditions require, or justify, 
deviation from the stipulations set out above such matter 
must be agreed upon by the clubs concerned and ap- 
proved by the League President. 


Procedure of Play 
Eligible Clubs 
Section 3. 


(a) The four clubs in the League finishing the full 
season’s play with the highest percentage shall be eligible 
to compete in the Eastern League Play-off. 


Schedule—Receipts—Distribution 


(b) The clubs finishing first and third on the total 
season’s play shall enter a play-off series consisting of as 
many games as may be necessary for one club to win four 
games and the club so winning four games shall be de- 
clared the winner of the series. The clubs finishing sec- 
ond and fourth on the total season’s play shall enter a 
play-off series running concurrently with the above and 
consisting of as many games as may be necessary for one 
club to win four games and the club so winning four 
games shall be declared the winner of the series. 


(c) The winning clubs in the two series provided in 
Section (b) above shall enter a final play-off series con- 
sisting of as many games as may be necessary for one 
club to win four games and the club so winning four 
games in said final play-off shall be declared the winner 
of the Governors’ Cup Series and shall be awarded a suit- 
able cup to be sponsored by the governors of the states 
of New York and Pennsylvania. 


(d) The clubs finishing first and second on the total 
season’s play shall have the right to name the city where 
the opening game of their respective series shall be 
played. 


In like manner, in the final series, the club with the 
highest percentage over the full season’s play shall have 
the choice as to where the finals shall start. 


In the first round two games shall be played in the 
cities where the series open, then in each instance, the 
clubs shall move to the cities of the original visiting clubs 
and play two games. The remaining games shall be 
played in single games, alternating between the two cities, 
or as otherwise mutually agreed upon by the contesting 
clubs, except that the series shall end in each instance 
when one club has won four games. 
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As to the final series, between the winning clubs of the 
first two series, the schedule shall be two games in the 
opening city, two in the other. The remaining games 
shall be played in single games, alternating between the 
two cities, or as otherwise mutually agreed upon by the 
contesting clubs, except of course that the series will 
terminate where and when one club wins four games. 


(e) The receipts of the semi-final “play-off” series 
shall be remitted to the President of the League by the 
home club after each game and shall be divided between 
the clubs on a fifty-fifty basis, after deduction of tax and 
League dues and 5 per cent of the net receipts, which shall 
be awarded to the management of the club finishing the 
regular championship season in first place. 


(f) During the semi-final “play-off” series, players 
shall receive only their regular salary. 


(g) A tie game or a game postponed because of rain 
or other legal cause, or called before it becomes a regu- 
lation game, in either the semi-final or final “play-off” 
series, shall unless the schedule provide to the contrary 
be played off upon the same grounds for which it was 
scheduled, before the succeeding game shall be played, 
and the dates assigned for the subsequent games shall 
thereupon be moved forward. The decision as to whether 
the games will be called off due to prevailing weather 
conditions, will be left entirely to the President of the 
League and the umpires. 


(h) The admission prices for the semi-final and final 
“play-off” series shall be not less than 50 cents general 
admission, 75 cents for grandstand, and $1.00 for box 
seats, tax included, for adults and 15 cents general ad- 
mission, 40 cents grandstand for children. 


(i) All passes, except those to the working Press shall 
be abolished during the semi-final and final “play-off” 
series. 


Each club will be allowed a maximum number of 50 
passes for the “play-offs.” Of this number, each player 
participating in the “play-offs” will receive two passes 
for presentation to his family or friends. 


Each club participating in the “play-offs” is obligated 
to advise the office of the President of the League the 
names of the persons, who will operate the public address 
system, along with the names of persons who will repre- 
sent the press, radio and Western Union during the “play- 
off” series. Only those persons stipulated on these lists, 
along with the persons entering on the 50 passes allotted 
each club, will be allowed to go through the pass gate. 
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(j) There shall be an increase in the admission price 
for the play-off series of 25 cents for each adult grand- 
stand admission and 20 cents on each adult bleacher ad- 
mission in order that a distribution of the play-off funds 
for the players’ pool can be made. The entire increase 
of 25 cents and 20 cents is to be placed in the players’ 
pool and the Eastern League clubs will absorb the tax. 


This increase of admissions of 25 cents and 20 cents to 
be placed in the players’ pool applies only to the first four 
games of the semi-finals and the first four games of the 
finals of the play-off series. The players on the winning 
clubs of the series are to receive two-thirds of the players’ 
pool and the players on the losing club of the series are 
to receive one-third of the players’ pool. 


(k) The gross receipts from all admissions of the final 
“play-off” series games, together with an itemized state- 
ment of said receipts, shall be remitted to the President 
of the League by the home club after each game and 
shall be divided by the clubs on a fifty-fifty basis after 
deduction of tax and 10% League dues. 


(1) Each club shall bear its own expenses and the 
home club in each game shall bear all expenses of 
grounds, ticket sale and other expenses incidental to 
each game. 


(m) The post-season series in this League is hereby 
declared to be a part of the regular season’s schedule and 
players’ and umpires’ contracts are extended to cover 
this series. 


(n) The player averages of players participating in 
the “play-off” series shall not be included in the Official 
Playing Averages for the Championship season, but shall 
be kept in regular form for “play-off” statistics. 


(o) A player to be eligible to participate in the “play- 
off” series must be included in the wire sent to the office 
of the President of the League by the club president or 
business manager (except as provided in paragraph B, 
Section 1, Article XXV) on August 15th and remain with 
the club until the close of the regular season. No other 
player shall be eligible, except by unanimous vote of the 
clubs of the League, except a player secured on waivers 
who was eligible to participate in the “play-offs” for the 
requesting club. 


(p) Each club shall wire the League President its 
complete roster of players no later than midnight of 
August 15th. This will serve as the official roster and 
should concur with the roster presented to the umpire by 
the managers before each game, 
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(qa) No clubs shall directly or indirectly pay to any 
player, any bonus or remuneration whatsoever for his 
services in the post-season series, other than his regular 
salary and his share of the receipts of the first four games. 


Any club violating this provision shall be fined the sum 
of $500.00. 


(r) A list of players who are eligible to play in the 
post-season series shall be submitted to the League Presi- 
dent by both contesting clubs on the day of the closing 
of the regular season. ; 


(s) Any umpire selected to officiate in the final “play- 
off” series shall be paid the sum of $75.00 by the League 
in addition to the regular remuneration. 


ARTICLE XXI 
GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR ALL GAMES 
Club Rights 
Section 1. 


(a) Each member shall have general supervision and 
control of the conduct of all business affairs in connection 
with games played on its grounds. The visiting club 
shall be allowed such representation and facilities as may 
reasonably be required to protect the interests and rights 
of the club and its players, but in all details that do not 
involve such interests and rights, and that relate solely 
to such games as attractive exhibitions to the patrons of 
the home club, the visiting club shall defer to the wishes 
of the home club. The home club shall provide, equip 
and maintain, in a clean and sanitary condition, suitable 
dressing, toilet and bathing conveniences for the visiting 
club’s players, equal in all respects to like accommoda- 
tions provided by the home club for its own players. 


Club House Requirements 


(b) Each home club shall furnish the visiting club 
with twenty full sized bath towels each day. 


Each home club shall provide at least three shower 
heads, one toilet and twenty lockers for the use of the 
visiting team. 


Police Protection 


(c) The home club must furnish police protection to 
the umpires and the visiting club. For failure to furnish 
such protection, upon satisfactory proof to the President, 
the club shall be fined fifty dollars ($50.00) for the first 
offense and one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each sub- 
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sequent offense during the season, an appeal from this 
action, however, lying to the League at its first meeting 
thereafter. 


Conveniences for Umpires 


(d) Each member shall provide at its park a suitable 
dressing room for the umpires, with conveniences in 
keeping with those provided the home and visiting 
players. 


, Foul Lines 


(e) All foul lines shall be chalked from the home 
plate to the foul line on the fence, where a flag or other 
distinct marker must be attached. Any club failing to 
have its grounds so arranged shall forfeit all games to the 
opposing clubs until such arrangement is made. 


Seating Capacity and Arrangements 


(f) Each club of this League shall file with the Presi- 
dent suitable blue print or plat of its grandstand reflecting 
the seating capacity and its arrangement, showing the 
total season boxes and the number of seats of the total 
season boxes, total number of reserved seats, total num- 
ber of grandstand seats, total number of bleachers in 
order that visiting clubs may know at all times, the total 
seating capacity of each park in this League. Each club 
shall advise the League office, promptly, of any changes 
in seating arrangements and/or seating capacity. 


Playing Field Dimensions 


(g) Each club of this League shall file with the Presi- 
dent the exact dimensions of its playing field, showing 
the distance in feet from screen to home base, from home 
base down the right field foul line to the bottom of right 
field fence, from home base down the left field foul line to 
the bottom of left field fence, from home base to the bot- 
tom of the center field fence, from home base to the bot- 
tom of left center field fence, from home base to the bot- 
tom of right center field fence. Proper signs shall be 
posted on top of the fence, showing the distance from 
home base to the bottom of the fence in the manner herein 
stated. 


Rights and Duties of Visiting Club 
Section 2. 


The visiting club shall give the umpire and home club 
manager its batting order before the commencement of 
each game, and likewise the home club shall give its 
batting order to the visiting club’s manager and to the 
umpire before the commencement of each game. It shall 
be the duty of the visiting club to cooperate with the home 
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club in the furnishing of the batting order and roster of 
players at least by ten (10) o’clock of the morning pre- 
ceding the game in order that score cards, scoreboard and 
public address announcer may be properly informed to 
give an accurate service to which the home fans are en- 
titled. Batting order forms for this purpose to be pro- 
vided each club by the League office. 


Night Games 
Section 3. 


The decision as to whether a regularly scheduled game 
of the championship season shall be played in the after- 
noon or at night rests entirely with the home club. How- 
ever, should a club elect to change from day to night, 
or vice versa, such club is required to so notify the visit- 
ing club and umpires at least twenty-four (24) hours 
prior to game time. 


Sunday Night Games in the League 
Section 4. 


Any club desiring to play Sunday night games may do 
so, where it does not conflict with the Baseball Sunday 
Laws, and where it does not conflict with the clubs that 
must get back to meet their schedule in their own town. 

It also is agreed that if a scheduled Sunday Afternoon 
or holiday game is postponed on the last visit of the club, 
this postponed game may be re-scheduled for a Sunday 
night. Also if a game is postponed during the Play-Off 
Series it may be played on Sunday night. 


When Lights May Be Used 
Section 5. 


Any game scheduled as a night game may be started at 
any time desired by the home club, even before darkness, 
and the lights may be turned on at the beginning of any 
inning deemed advisable by the umpire and the game 
finished under the lights; provided further that the um- 
pire shall be the sole judge as to when the lights shall be 
turned on. 


Order of Practice 
Section 6. 


The visiting club shall be allowed twenty (20) minutes 
for batting practice, to cease twenty (20) minutes before 
the time scheduled for the start of the game. The home 
club shall then take the field for ten (10) minutes. Then 
the visiting club shall take the field for ten (10) minutes, 
after which play shall begin. 
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Time of Ceremonies 
Section 7. 


All speech-making or ceremonies of any kind shall be 
completed before the time of the start of the regular 
scheduled game and may be scheduled between the games 
of a doubleheader provided such speechmaking or cere- 
monies do not interfere with the starting of the second 
game of the doubleheader. Under no circumstances shall 
a game be halted for the purpose of making presentations. 


Starting Time 
Section 8. 


Each club shall file with the President of this League, 
the time set for the commencement of scheduled games 
on its grounds, on Sundays, Holidays, and other days, and 
for the first game of a doubleheader on any such days. 
The home club shall not change such time of commence- 
ment of any scheduled game more than thirty (30) min- 
utes, without first obtaining the visiting club’s consent 
thereto. 


Park or Ground Rules and Regulations 
and Overflow Crowds 


Section 9, 


The ground rules of each club as to its own park and 
grounds shall be printed on the back of the eligibility 
lists which are supplied for batting order purposes and 
presented to the umpires by the home club manager prior 
to the start of each game. Any change whatever in the 
ground rules from those printed on these lists shall be 
brought up and discussed for a thorough understanding 
between the managers and the umpires prior to the start 
of the game. 


Only in cases where spectators are compelled to over- 
flow on the playing field may managers or captains of 
the opposing teams, by agreement, make special ground 
rules, and then only covering balls batted or thrown into 
the crowd. All other ground rules, except as herein, or 
in the Official Playing Rules provided, must be made by 
the home club. 


Official Baseballs 
Section 10. 


(a) No championship game shall be played with any 
ball other than the official League ball as adopted by this 
League. Balls shall be shipped direct from the manu- 
facturer to the requesting club. Each baseball shall be 
properly sealed and bear the official signature of the 
League President. . 
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(b) A rotation plan is to be used in the purchase of 
baseballs. Under this plan each of the companies from 
whom the Eastern League purchases baseballs will be 
given a year’s contract. 


Baseballs—Game Requirement 
Section 11. 


The home club shall deliver to the Umpire-in-Chief 
for each game twelve balls, of which at least six shall be 
new balls and six shall be balls which in the judgment 
of the umpire are good for play. 

The balls shall be placed in a permanent box, set flush 
with the ground near the plate in foul territory, and no 
ball shall be thrown out to the umpire from the players’ 
bench unless same is in the original package with the 
seal unbroken. 


Playing and Scoring Rules 
Section 12. 


The playing and scoring rules of the Eastern League 
shall conform to the official rules as adopted by the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues as 
amended and as printed in the official rule book, except 
as provided in the Eastern League regulations, the official 
manual covering all procedure of play as to League games. 


Drying Ball 


(a) No player shall be permitted to dry the ball in 
any manner except by removing his glove and using his 
bare hand, except that in wet weather the ball may be 
dried by a tow-sack or towel on the home players’ bench 
under the supervision of the umpire. 


Resin Bag 


(b) No player shall be permitted to use resin in dry- 
ing the ball nor shall he have in his possession a bag of 
resin or other foreign substance for such purpose. Prior 
to the game, however, the umpire shall place a bag of 
resin just back of the box and the pitcher may dry his 
hands by use of same. 


Disfigured Balls 


(c) No pitcher shall be permitted in any champion- 
ship game to deliver to the batter a disfigured baseball. 
For the first offense, a pitcher shall be fined ten dollars 
($10.00), and for a second offense, shall be removed from 
the game; provided, that the umpire shall be the sole 
judge of whether the ball is disfigured. 
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Discolored Balls 


(d) No player, particularly a pitcher, shall be per- 
mitted to apply tobacco juice or any other foreign sub- 
stance to the ball that will cause discoloration of the ball 
during any championship game. The President shall in- 
struct all umpires to use proper caution to have thrown 
out of the game any ball so discolored and for a first of- 
fense to warn a pitcher serving to the plate such unduly 
discolored ball and to put him out of the game for a sec- 
ond offense. 


Suspension 


(e) No manager or player who has been suspended or 
expelled from this League shall, at any time thereafter, 
be allowed to play with or serve in any capacity on any 
club, unless the term of suspension by the club has ex- 
pired, or, upon his appeal to this League, such expulsion 
shall have been set aside. (Ref. Duration of Suspension 
Section 16, Article XXIII herein). 


Rules to Speed Up Play 
Section 13. 


(a) When the ball goes out of play and it is necessary 
to place another ball in play the umpire shall do so by 
throwing the ball directly to the pitcher. 


Catcher’s Signs 


(b) The pitcher must take all signs from the catcher 
while standing on the rubber in a position to pitch. 


Pitcher’s Regulations 


(c) If the pitcher is a batsman when the side is re- 
tired he shall go directly to the pitching mound. If the 
pitcher is a base runner when the final out of the inning 
is made, he shall go directly to the pitching mound and in 
no event return to the bench for any ordinary reason. 
There should be no delay on the part of the pitcher in 
taking his place at bat. 


Manager Conferring with Pitcher 


(d) The manager may make one trip per inning to 
the mound to talk to the pitcher. In the event that he 
makes a second trip to the mound in the same inning the 
umpire must remove the pitcher from the game or the 
manager must be removed from the game. If it is nec- 
essary to make more than one trip to the mound in the 
same inning, the second trip to the mound should be for 
the purpose of replacing the pitcher. 
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Stepping from Batter’s Box 


(e) The batsman, prior to stepping out of the batter’s 
box for any reason, should request the umpire to call 
time which when granted would automatically give such 
permission. The umpire should always suspend play if 
the batsman has a reasonable excuse for such request. 


Taking Positions 


(f) At the close of each half inning, the players shall 
run or trot to and from their respective positions. 


Batting Circle 


(g) All Clubs must arrange for an installation of a 
batting circle, to be kept marked off at all times. Umpires 
and managers will be instructed to see that players use 
the batting circle. 


Pitchers Turn at Bat 


(h) Pitchers must be ready to take their turn at bat 
in order to avoid delaying the game. Umpires and man- 
agers will be instructed to see the pitcher is in the batting 
circle prior to his turn at bat. 


Farcical Games 
Section 14. 


Any player or manager who is found guilty of stalling 
or of turning any game into a farce shall be subject to a 
fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 


ARTICLE XXII 


MANAGERS 
General Rules 
Duties 
Section 1. 


A non-playing manager shall be permitted on the 
coaching lines without being counted in the player limit. 


Playing Manager 
Section 2. 


A playing manager may remove himself from the game 
as a player, and return to the coaching lines as a coach 
at any time during the game. 
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ARTICLE XXIII 
UMPIRES 
Selection 


Section 1. 


A staff of League umpires shall be selected and placed 
under contract by the League President before the open- 
ing of the championship season. 


Reserve List 
Section 2. 


The President shall place on the National Association 
reserve list the names of the umpires on whose services 
he desires to retain an option for the ensuing season. 


Salaries 
Section 3. 


The number of umpires and the salary to be paid the 
umpires shall be determined by the President. The um- 
pires shall be allowed transportation from city to city as 
detailed in their assignments, also any incidental expense 
which may be deemed necessary. 


Advancing money to an umpire by a club or owner 
shall be a violation of the rules of this League. A penalty 
of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be assessed and 
collected from such club or any representative thereof 
for such infraction. 


Competency 
Section 4. 


Violation by an umpire of the Constitution, By-Laws 
or Rules of this League, of his contract, or of the Official 
Playing Rules, or improper conduct on or off the playing 
field, shall subject him to discharge, fine, suspension, or 
ineligibility, as the President may determine. 


Control and Direction 


Section 5. 


Umpires shall be under the sole supervision and direc- 
tion of the President, from whom they will receive all 
assignments for duty, and all instructions regarding the 
interpretation of the playing rules. The President shall 
prescribe a proper uniform for them, which must be worn 
while they are officiating as umpires. 
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Any umpire failing to comply with the instructions of 
the President may be fined and disciplined at his dis- 
cretion. 


Discharge—Insubordination 
Section 6. 


Any League umpire is subject to removal at any time 
by the President who has complete authority to fill all 
vacancies. 


Any umpire improperly conducting himself in public, 
by intoxication, fighting, gambling, indecency, or other 
disreputable or criminal conduct, whether on or off the 
field, prejudicial to the gocd repute or welfare of profes- 
sional baseball or of this League, may be fined and/or 
suspended or declared ineligible, as the President of the 
League or Board cf Directors may deem proper. 


Umpires’ Schedule 
Section 7. 


The President of this League shall prepare and submit 
to each umpire his assignments and routes for the cham- 
pionship season. 


Spring Training 
Section 8, 


(a) Any club desiring to take one or more umpires to 
spring training shall make the necessary arrangements 
through the President of the League and shall pay sal- 
aries, transportation and reasonable expense. 


Rules Meetings 


(b) Each year, prior to the opening of the season, the 
League President shall hold a rules interpretation meet- 
ing with the League umpires and shall give the umpires 
such special instructions as he shall see fit. The League 
President shall prepare copies of the rules interpretations 
and special instructions to umpires, and shall furnish 
each club member with copies to fit the League Constitu- 
tion binder. 


Substitutes 
Section 9. 


(a) In the event an umpire is unable to officiate in a 
game assigned to him, it shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to provide a substitute to umpire the said game, and 
it shall be the duty of each club to accept, for any cham- 
pionship game, such umpire or substitute as the President 
may assign. 
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(b) Umpires shall report for games to which they are 
assigned at least one hour before the time set for starting 
the game and if prevented or delayed from reporting at 
least thirty (30) minutes prior to the time scheduled for 
the commencement of a game, shall notify the home club 
as soon as possible. 


(c) If, at the hour appointed for the beginning of the 
game, a League umpire or substitute shall not have ap- 
peared, the managers of each club shall select one sub- 
stitute player of the other club to act as umpires for that 
game. In all cases where players act as umpires they 
shall receive the sum of seven dollars fifty cents ($7.50) 
each, to be paid by the League President and deducted 
from the salary of League umpire at fault if in the 
opinion of the President such League umpire was not ab- 
sent due to bona fide sickness or injury. 


Restrictions — Scout 
Section 10. 


No umpire in the Eastern League shall serve as a scout 
for any club in this League or any other League, regard- 
less of classification. His only connection in baseball shall 
be as a member of the Eastern League staff of umpires. 


An umpire who severs his relations as such with this 
League may be permitted to join any club in the League 
as a player or manager of a team, by a majority vote of 
the League Directors. 


Authority for Ejection and Player Fines 
Section 11. 


Any player, other than the Manager and/or the Field 
Captain, in uniform, leaving his position to dispute with 
the umpire may be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00) 
for the first offense, providing that the offender shall have 
been first warned. Before an umpire can expel a player 
from the game for such offense, he must notify the Cap- 
tain or Manager that such fine may be assessed; unless 
the offense, in the judgment of the umpire, warrants im- 
mediate removal of such offender. 


No player shall jockey an umpire from the field or 
bench. For doing so, the player may be fined not less 
than ten dollars ($10.00) for the first offense, providing 
the umpire has first warned the player. 


Field Captain’s Rights 
Section 12. 


Field Captains and/or Managers may question the de- 
cision of an umpire only when such question relates to 
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the playing rules and not to the judgment of the umpire 
on plays. Enforcement of this rule is mandatory. Be- 
fore an umpire can expel a Field Captain and/or Man- 
ager from the game, he must first warn him, and upcn 
total disregard of the warning the Field Captain and/or 
Manager may be expelled from the game. 


Profane or Obscene Language 
Section 13. 


Any player or umpire using profane or obscene lan- 
guage in the enclosure, audible to the spectators, may be 
fined by the President at his discretion or suspended, or 
both, and shall be instantly removed from the enclosure 
and not permitted to participate in any championship 
game, pending the President’s decision or while under 
fine or suspension. 


Any player using profane or obscene language in the 
enclosure before, during or after the championship game, 
which profane or obscene language is directed to the um- 
pire, shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00) 
and/or removed from the game. 


Conduct on Bench 
Section 14. 


(a) During the progress of a scheduled game, all 
players must remain on their own bench, except when 
properly at bat, in the field, or at practice under the 
instructions of the manager. Failure to observe this rule, 
after warning by the umpire, shall incur a fine of $10.00 
for the offending player. On continual disregard of the 
umpire’s warning, the umpire shall, if necessary, remove 
the offending player from the park. 


(b) Any trainer or person employed in a similar ca- 
pacity, who sits on the bench during a game, is required 
to wear white shirts and white trousers at all times. 


Enforcements 
Section 15. 


The President of this League is empowered to take 
whatever disciplinary action he deems necessary to carry 
into force and effect the intent and purpose of the Official 
Playing Rules, the rules enacted herein or which may 
hereafter be enacted for violations of the rules that are 
crdinarily not subject to the action of the umpire. 


Reference is hereby made as to other fines provided 
for under “General Regulations for All Games” Sections 
11, 12 and 13 of Article XXI herein, for which authority 
is hereby given to the League President for enforcement 
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to and including fines provided for under “Miscellaneous 
Rules,” Sections 6, 7 and 11 of Article XXX herein, and 
the Official Playing Rules. 


Durations of Suspensions—Refusing to Finish Game 
Section 16. 


In cases where a player or manager is removed by an 
umpire from the first game of a doubleheader, the player 
or manager shall be eligible to return for the second 
game of the doubleheader, and in the case of a player 
cr manager being removed by an umpire from a morning 
game, the player or manager shall be eligible to compete 
in the afternoon game played on the same day. The same 
rule shall apply where removal is from an afternoon 
game; such player or manager may participate in the 
night game, if both games are played on the same day. 
(Ref. Suspension Section 11, Article XXI herein.) 


Should any club refuse to finish a game once started 
because of dissatisfaction with any ruling or rulings of 
the umpire, or for any cause whatsoever, or any club 
owner or manager or captain refuse to allow a legally 
appointed umpire to officiate in a game or games to 
which he has been assigned by the President or which 
is scheduled to be played, said club shall forfeit the game 
to the opposing team and in addition shall be subject to 
Section 2 of Article XVII and the further provisions of 
this Constitution and By-Laws. 


Reporting Violations 
Section 17. 


All violations of these rules, and expulsions shall be 
reported immediately after the game to the League Presi- 
dent by the umpire. Upon receipt of such notice to the 
President, he shall assess such fine or take such other 
action as the facts warrant. 


At the commencement of each season, the President 
shall send out a form letter to all players and managers 
informing them that any club found guilty of paying 
fines imposed upon its players or its managers will be 
fined $500 for each offense and authority is hereby vested 
in him to impose such fine. The penalty shall apply for 
each offense and shall be strictly enforced. 


Assault on Umpires 
Section 18. 

Any player, manager, captain, or owner guilty of as- 
saulting an umpire during the championship season shall 
be disciplined at the discretion of the President, and sub- 
jected to the provisions of the National Association 


Agreement and discretion of the National Association 
President. 
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ARTICLE XXIV 
CONTRACTS 


Uniform Contracts and Approval 
Section 1. 


This League shall use and adopt the uniform players 
contract adopted by the National Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Leagues. All contracts must be sub- 
mitted to the President of the National Association and 
be subject to his approval or disapproval before being 
made a matter of record in the League President’s office, 
in such manner and form as necessary for the best in- 
terests of this League. 


Signing of Contract 
Section 2. 


No player shall be eligible to participate in any cham- 
pionship game until he has signed a formal contract. 
(Ref. Article XXIV, Section 6 (b) on requirement for 
filing of contracts.) (See Article XXV, Section 5, for 
penalties provided). (See Sec. 13, Art. XXII, National 
Association Agreement). 


Reserve Clause and Approval 
Section 3. 


Non-reserve clause contracts are abolished and no such 
non-reserve contracts shall be promulgated, excepting by 
permission of the President or Executive Committee of 
the National Association. 


Regulation on Terms Accepted 
Section 4. 


Any agreement between club and player for service, 
evidenced by written acceptance, whether by letter or 
telegram, or receipt from player for money advanced to 
him to bind such agreement, shall be construed to be a 
contract and held to be binding, provided the player 
declines to enter into a formal contract which contract 
must be tendered by the club to the contracting player 
within ten days from date of such terms accepted; but 
his refusal to sign such formal contract shall render him 
disqualified to play with the contracting club or to enter 
the service of any Major or Minor League clubs unless 
released or assigned. Provided, however, the validity 
of any contract, arrangement or agreement between a 
club and a player, not on its reserve list, for the service 
of the player, will not be recognized unless the written 
proof thereof is submitted to the President of the National 
= within twenty days after such agreement is 
made. 
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Intra-League Agreements—Assignments 
Section 5. 


A penalty of $50 per day shall be assessed against the 
offending club or clubs for the sale, delivery, or exchange, 
directly or indirectly to or with any other club or clubs 
of this League of any player within thirty days of the 
close of the season, without the consent of three-fourths 
of the members of the League, and no player released 
outright within thirty days of the close of the season shall 
be signed by any other club without such consent. The 
penalty shall run during all time such sold, delivered, or 
exchanged player is away from his original club, and all 
games in which such player participates shall be for- 
feited to the opposing team. This rule shall not be con- 
strued as preventing a player being claimed under the 
waiver rule during the period. 


Assignment and Releases 
Section 6. 


(a) Members of this League shall promptly notify the 
President of this League of all assignments of player’s 
contracts, whether outright or optional, and all uncondi- 
tional releases of players. 


(b) Terms accepted and/or writings constituting 
terms of contracts, must be filed with the President of the 
National Association within twenty (20) days after the 
agreement is made (and notice to the League President). 
Players formal contracts must be filed with National As- 
sociation within twenty (20) days from date thereof. As- 
signment and option papers and official notices to players 
must be filed with the National Association within fifteen 
(15), days from date thereof. For further information 
see the latest Manual of the National Association of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Leagues, and any amendments thereto, 
which is hereby adopted and made a part hereof, and 
being the same as if incorporated herein. 


Filing Contract—League Office 


(c) On all players contracts forwarded to the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, a certified 
copy thereof must be filed with the League President, or 
complete information as to the date of contract, Social 
Security number of player, monthly or season salary and 
any other terms to the player’s contract must be mailed 
to the League Office on or before twenty (20) days from 
the date of the player’s contract. (See Section 3, Article 
XXV, new player rule herein which requires notice to 
League Office on each new player). 
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Assignment of Players Contract Within League 
Section 7. 


Conditional assignments between clubs in the same 
league shall not be permitted, except between champion- 
ship seasons and provided further that no portion of the 
period of such conditional assignment is to be included in 
either club’s championship season. 


Loaning of Players 
Section 8. 


The practice of loaning or “farming” players is pro- 
hibited. Any club letting or employing the services of a 
player without proper written agreements, as prescribed 
under the National Association rules, shall subject itself 
to the penalties set out in the National Association Agree- 
ment. Participation in a game or games of this League 
on the part of any such player shall subject the game or 
games to forfeiture to the opposing club. 


Reserve List of Players 
Section 9. 


On or before the date fixed by the National Association 
for the reservation of players each year, each member 
club shall forward to the President of the National As- 
sociation its Reserve List, and send a copy to the League 
President. 


The League shall keep a record of all contracts, reserve 
lists, salary affidavits, etc., which shall be open to all 
directors of this League at any time. 


Club and Player: Negotiations 
Section 10. 


(a) No player under contract with, or reserved by a 
club, shall without its consent, enter into negotiations 
with any club or league for future services; but if con- 
sent be obtained, a player may negotiate for his release, 
and offer a money consideration therefor, which may be 
accepted by the club. 


No club shall be allowed to sign, use, play or negotiate 
within any player, in any manner whatsoever, for present 
or future services, while said player remains under con- 
tract or reservation with any other club of this League or 
any other League or Association, except as provided above. 
Any club violating any provision of this rule shall be 
fined one hundred dollars ($100.00) by the President, 
the same to be paid within five days, and shall forfeit 
any game to its opponent in which such a player is used. 
There shall be no remission of such fine so assessed. 
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(b) After August 15, no club shall be permitted to 
sign any player for the current season who has during 
the current season played in any championship game with 
a club of higher classification than Class A; provided, 
however, that a player whose contract has been assigned 
by a Class A club to a club of higher classification on a 
conditional assignment and said player is returned to the 
Class A club, then such player shall be considered as a 
Class A player and shall be permitted to return after 
August 15 to the club from which his contract was con- 
ditionally assigned, and he shall be eligible to participate 
in the semi-final and final play-off series. 


(c) The sale or exchange of the services of players 
with other clubs in the League shall be prohibited after 
August 15. No club shall sign a player who has been 
unconditionally released by another club in this League 
after August 15 except by a three-quarters vote of the 
clubs of this League. 


(d) The sale or the release of a player to a Minor 
League Club or a Major League Club, after October Ist 
and until December 2nd annually is prohibited. 


Non-Championship Competition Barred 
Section’ 11. 


No player under contract with a club of the Eastern 
League shall, during the playing season, play against one 
another except in a championship game, and any player 
violating this rule shall be fined by the President of the 
League one full month’s salary; and if it shall appear to 
the President that the club, having under contract any 
such, player, permitted the violation of this rule by such 
player, no penalty shall be assessed. 


Club Disbandment 
Section 12. 


The disbanding of a club or its withdrawal from or 
loss of League membership shall operate to transfer the 
players to the League or to such other club or clubs as 
a League may designate, subject to provisions of Article 
III herein. 


Players Salary Payment 
Section 13. 


Players under contract to any club, a member of this 
League, shall be paid in keeping with the provisions of 
Section 2 of the Uniform Players Contract as approved 
by the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues. See Section (6) of Article VI herein which pro- 
vides for procedure and penalty for the failure of club 
to pay the players salary or be in arrears to such player. 
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ARTICLE XXV 
PLAYER LIMIT 


Overall Player Limits 
Section 1. 


(a) Except as hereinafter provided no member of this 
League shall have title to more than thirty-two (32) 
players contracts under option, contract or reservations 
at any time, including suspended, disabled and tempo- 
rarily inactive players, but not including voluntarily re- 
tired, ineligible, National Defense Service List, Military 
List or Government Service List Players. 


(b) Players listed as pitcher-outfielder or pitcher- 
infielder are to be so reported to the League Office at the 
beginning of the season. 


Active Player Limit 


(a) Each club shall have on its active list not more 
than eighteen (18) players during the period between 
thirty (30) days after the opening of the championship 
season and twenty (20) days prior to the close of the 
championship season. Disabled, temporarily inactive or 
suspended players and non-playing manager shall not be 
included in said active limits. 


At the beginning of the championship season each club 
shall supply to the President a list of all its players, and 
shall thereafter to the close of the season notify him 
promptly cf all players signed, released or removed from 
its active list for any cause. The penalty for each failure 
to comply with the provisions of this section shall be a 
fine of $100.00. The President shall immediately transmit 
to each club a complete list of all players in the League 
syns the names of the clubs with which they are eligible 
to play. 


Disabled or Injured Player 
Section 2. 


(a) A player unable to render active service to his 
club because of disabilities directly resulting from in- 
juries sustained during the period between 30 days after 
the opening of the scheduled season and 20 days before 
i's close, while rendering services covenanted to be per- 
formed by the player under his Contract may be placed 
upon the club’s “Disabled List.” 


(b) Placement upon the “Disabled List” shall not im- 
pair the right of the player to receive full salary for a 
period not to exceed two weeks from the date of his in- 
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jury, if his disability continues during such period, at the 
termination of which he may be released or continued on 
the salary roll, but the player sustaining such injuries in 
the performance of his duties must serve written notice 
upon his club of such injuries, giving time, place, cause, 
and nature of injury within ten (10) days of the sustain- 
ing of such injury. Failure to give such notice shall not 
impair the right of the player to draw salary if the club 
has actual notice of such injury. 


(c) <A player placed upon such “Disabled List” shall 
not count in the “Active Player” or aggregate monthly 
salary limits of his club during his disability, but shall 
be included in the club’s limit of “Players Under Con- 
trol,” except that if an option player he shall be included 
only in the limit of players under control of the optionor 
club. 


(d) A player properly certified to the Disabled List 
cannot be reinstated to a club’s active list until ten (10) 
days shall have elapsed. 


(e) When a playing manager is removed from a club’s 
active list his status becomes that of a non-playing man- 
ager, and he cannot return to active list under ten (10) 
days. 


(f) No club shall have more than 32 players under 
contract at any time. Within 30 days after the scheduled 
opening of the championship season, each club must re- 
duce its roster of eligible players, (non-playing manager 
not included) to 18 or less. This maximum of 18 
players must be maintained until 20 days prior to the 
closing of the championship season; any club having more 
than 18 eligible players during this period shall be fined 
$500 per day, for each day the club so offends. Any game 
or games played when club is in excess of player limit 
shall be counted as a loss for the offending club and a 
win for the opposing club. The limit of 18 players shall 
not include suspended, disabled or temporarily inactive 
players. In the event a club takes a player off the active 
list for any reason whatsoever during the championship 
season, that player must remain off the active list for a 
period of ten days, except that all suspensions may be 
terminated by the club twenty days prior to the close of 
the championship season. When such player is taken off 
the active list, the League President must be so notified 
and the President, in turn, shall notify the other members 
of the League the date of the termination of such sus- 
pension. Such suspended player’s salary is not to be in- 
cluded in the salary or players limit. Refer to sections 
19.01 and 19.02 of National Association Agreement. 
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Penalty—Player Limit 
Section 3. 


No club shall have on its active list at any time more 
players than allowed by the terms of these rules. Viola- 
tion of any provision of this Article shall subject the of- 
fending club to a fine of $250 and forfeiture of all games 
won while in violation, in addition to any other penalties 
provided. 


Playing Player Before Signing 
Section 4. 


(a) A player shall not be permitted to participate in 
any championship game until he has first signed a con- 
tract. Notice of such signing must be dispatched imme- 
diately to the President of the National Association and 
the President of the League, followed by mailing of the 
executed contract to the President of the National Asso- 
ciation within twenty days. 


(b) The penalty for violation of this provision shall 
be a fine of from $50.00 to $250.00 for each offense and 
the removal from the records of any game won by any 
club while playing a player who has not signed a contract. 
This latter penalty shall be construed as meaning the vic- 
tory shall be removed from the club’s “won and lost” 
column of the offending club, and the defeat shall be 
removed from the “won and lost” column of the non- 
offending club. Should the offending club have lost such 
game, the club’s “won and lost” column shall remain un- 
changed. Provided, however, in order to be recognized, 
formal protest of the use of a player who has not signed 
a contract must be filed in writing with the League Presi- 
dent within 24 hours after discovery of the playing of 
such player. 


ARTICLE XXVI 
SALARY LIMIT 


Amount and Limit 
Section 1. 


No club shall have a tctal monthly salary roll in excess 
of $5,700.00, including $200.00 of the playing manager’s 
salary, for the period beginning 30 days after the opening 
of the season and ending 20 days before its close. 


All player’s contracts shall include a salary affidavit 
to be executed by the Club President or any authorized 
person. The affidavit shall provide that the Club President 
or authcrized person shall certify that all of the compen- 
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sation the player is receiving (either in the form of 
salary, transportation, except transportation expenses for 
one person from the player’s home or point of departure 
to the city to which he is directed to report, allowance or 
bonus of whatsoever nature from any club, person, agent, 
organization or corporation, to be paid prior to the execu- 
tion of said contract, during the life thereof or thereafter, 
if incident to the signing of said contract from any club, 
person, agent, organization or corporation) is set forth in 
the contract. Space shall be provided in the contract 
form for the insertion of clauses to indicate plainly just 
what extra compensation, if any, the player is receiving 
in addition to the monthly salary rate specified in the 
body of the contract. 


Optioned Players Salary 
Section 2. 


The total salary of all active players on the club shall 
be computed in the monthly salary limit; except that 
Eastern League clubs shall report and count in their club 
limit only $200.00 of the salary of optioned players if the 
optioned contract calls for a salary in excess of $200.00 
per month, but shall count the actual salary under the 
original contract of the assigning club if such salary is 
$200.00 or less, and if the optioned player’s Eastern 
League contract calls for a monthly salary in excess of 
$200.00 then the exact amount paid such player by the 
Eastern League club must be counted and reported in 
that club’s affidavit. 


Effective Period 
Section 3. 


The salary limit becomes effective thirty (30) days 
after the opening of the championship season and remains 
in effect until twenty (20) days prior to the closing there- 
of. The salaries of the extra players carried on the 
rosters of the clubs for the first thirty (30) days and last 
twenty (20) days of the season, shall not count against 
the salary limit of each club. 


Suspended: Salary Prohibited 
Section 4. 


During the term of suspension from duty for insubordi- 
nation or conduct detrimental to baseball of any player 
or umpire of this League, said player or umpire shall not 
receive salary or compensation. All fines imposed upon 
any player, umpire, or official, shall be paid by the party 
upon whom the fine is imposed. Signs shall be posted in 
each club house informing the players of this rule and 
said signs shall be supplied to each club by the President 
prior to the opening of the playing season. 
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Bonus Prohibited 
Section 5. 


No bonus of any kind shall be paid to other than a free 
agent for signing a contract, provided however that any 
compensation other than that shown on Page One of the 
player’s contract, if within the salary limit of the club, 
shall not be considered as a bonus and shall count as 
salary. 


Indirect Agreement 
Section 6. 


No club owner, official, or stockholder of any club, 
manager, agent, or any person shall make a direct or indi- 
rect agreement or arrangement with any player, other 
than that stipulated in the formal contract between the 
club and player, and the player shall not receive from 
any source whatsoever any amount or sum or other com- 
pensation except such as is provided for in his formal 
contract. 


Fines—Remittance Prohibited 
Section 7. 


There shall be no remitting of fines except where on 
appeal to proper authority, it is shown that any fine was 
unjustly assessed. All fines of every description shall be 
the common property of the League. 


Managers 


Section 8. 


(a) Managers of clubs shall not be paid a bonus of any 
kind neither shall they be paid any part of the purchase 
price or draft price of players sold or drafted. 


(b) No club shall enter into a contract with any man- 
ager that restricts the right of said club to release its 
manager at any time during the season at its option. 


Clubs Responsible for Side Agreements 
Section 9, 


Club officers shall be held responsible for stockholders 
or any one connected with the club for participation in 
“side” agreements. Any present or side agreement to 
pay players shall be considered a violation of the salary 
limit. 
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ARTICLE XXVII 


WAIVER RULE 
Waiver Requests 
Section 1. 


Before a member of this League may assign a player’s 
contract to any club (other than a member of this League 
or a higher classification club) or unconditionally releases 
a player, each member of this League must be given an 
opportunity to take an assignment of such contract as 
hereinafter set forth, except in the case of first year man 
in Class A, who has been secured from a League of lower 
classification or who has had no previous professional ex- 
perience, in which case the player may be sent out for 
three (3) years on option, but in case of outright assign- 
ment, waivers must be secured on said player, providing 
he had sixty days experience in Class A 


Section 2. 


All requests for waivers shall specify the salary and 
all the terms of the player’s contract (and in case of 
first year purchased players, shall include date of Sales 
Agreement affecting the waiver price). Any club award- 
ed a player on waivers shall pay for player within five 
(5) days and title to the player actually passes at the 
time of the award and responsibility for his contract and 
reporting rests absolutely in the club to whom player is 
awarded. If a club misrepresents the terms of the play- 
er’s contract in a waiver request, the waiver price on the 
player shall be fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00), and 
request in that case cannot be withdrawn. The claiming 
club shall be reimbursed for any loss suffered through 
such misrepresentation. 


Notice of Waiver Request 
Section 3. 


The President of this League upon receiving a request 
for waivers upon the services of a player, shall imme- 
diately notify all other members of this League (by mail 
or telegram during the playing season and by registered 
mail between playing seasons). Any member desiring an 
assignment of such player’s contract shall notify the 
President of the League within seventy-two hours of the 
time the request was filed from the League office com- 
mencing thirty (30) days prior to the opening of the play- 
ing season up to and including October 15th, and within 
seven days of the date on the notice requesting waivers 
between playing seasons. Failure of a member to file a 
claim for a player’s services within these limits shall be 
a waiver. 
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Awarding Contract 
Section 4. 


If two or more members claim a player on waivers, 
they shall have priority in reverse order of their standing 
for the League championship at the time the right to 
claim expires, if more than thirty (30) days after the 
championship season has commenced, and if not, then in 
reverse order of such standing, at the close of the preced- 
ing season. In case claiming members have the same 
standing, the award shall be by lot. 


Section 5. 


If a member securing a player on waivers shall ask 
waivers on that player within thirty (30) days after se- 
curing such player on waivers, the member from whom 
the player was claimed shall have prior rights in claiming 
the player. No withdrawal of the waiver request shall | 
be permitted so far as the club from whom the player 
was secured is concerned. 


Withdrawal 
Section 6. ! 


If a player be claimed on waivers, the member re- i 
questing the waivers shall be promptly notified by the 
President of the League. Unless such member within { 
forty-eight (48) hours of the notice of the claim, (during | 
the playing season) shall give the President of the League 
notice that it withdraws the waiver request, the claiming 
club must take the assignment of the player contract. 

During the time between playing seasons the member 
requesting waivers shall have seven (7) days from the 
time waivers were requested in which to withdraw 
waiver requests. The receiving time at the telegraph 
office or the post office in the city in which the League 
office is located shall determine the time of claiming 
players on waivers or the withdrawing of waivers requests. 


Waiver Price 
Section 7. 


A member claiming and awarded a player on waivers 
shall pay to the assigning club through the office of the 
President of the League, $1,500.00 same to be paid within 
five (5) days of award. If the player was purchased 
within one (1) year prior to the date of waiver request 
at a price in excess of $1,500.00, and the club’s waiver 
request shall have stated the purchase price, then the 
claiming club shall pay to the requesting club, through 
the office of the President of the League, the amount the 
requesting club paid for the player’s services. Dates for 
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determining a first year purchased player shall date from 
the date of the recorded transfer agreement to the date 
of waiver request on such player. 


Section. 8. 


When waivers are requested on a purchased player 
(player purchased in excess of the League waiver price 
of $1,500.00), the purchase price must be stated in the 
club’s waiver request. After one year has expired, the 
League waiver price shall then apply to such player when 
waivers are requested. Waivers secured under purchase 
price are not valid beyond one year from date of purchase. 


Duration 
Section 9. 


Waivers secured on players during the playing season 
shall be valid for the period of thirty (30) days from the 
date waivers were requested on such player. Waivers 
secured on players between playing seasons shall be valid 
up to and including thirty days after the opening of the 
season. 


Section 10. 


Waivers may be asked on any number of players at 
any one time. 


Status of Player 
Section 11. 


If waivers are requested on a player within thirty days 
of the close of the season, a claiming club shall be per- 
mitted to take the assignment of the player’s contract 
and the player may play without violation of Section 5, 
Article XXIV of this Constitution. 


Section 12. 


If waivers are requested on a player on or after August 
15, the player shall be eligible to participate in the “play- 
off” series for the claiming club, if he would have been 
eligible to participate for the requesting club. 

ARTICLE XXVIII 
OFFICIAL SCORER AND LEAGUE STATISTICIAN 
Appointment and Salary of Scorer 
Section 1. 

The President shall appoint official scorers in each city 

of the League to act as such at all games to be played 
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on its home grounds. The compensation of the Official 
Scorer shall be not more than six dollars ($6.00) per 
game for all Eastern League games. 


Duty and Record of Scorer 
Section 2. 


(a) It shall be the duty of the official scorer, under the 
direction of the home club, within twenty-four (24) hours 
after each game played for the championship, to prepare 
and forward to the President of the League a statement 
containing the full score of the game according to the 
system specified in the playing rules, including the dates, 
where played, and the names of the clubs and umpires, 
provided that no tie or drawn game shall be considered 
a game for any purpose other than the averages. To 
expedite the handling of the official box scores, the Pres- 
ident can, if he so desires, have the scores sent direct 
to the League’s Official Statistician. 


(b) The official scorer will be held strictly responsible 
for the press box. No other persons except those asso- 
ciated with the Press, Radio, or Western Union shall be 
permitted entrance to the Press Box. 


Dismissal and Replacement 
Section 3. 


The scorer shall at all times be subject to the instruc- 
tions and orders of the President, and if he shall fail to 
discharge his duties, or act in a manner disrespectful to 
the executive of the League, the President shall have 
power to discharge said scorer immediately. In case of 
dismissal, the President shall have the power immediately 
to appoint a scorer to fill the vacancy. 


League Statistician 
Section 4. 


The Statistician appointed by the President shall keep 
a set of books of averages in which all playing records 
of the League shall be posted, subject to the direction of 
the President, he shall have supervision of the official 
scorers. He shall furnish to the press and to each club a 
statement of the playing records and averages of all the 
players in the League, as soon as practicable after the 
close of the season. Such statements shall contain in 
addition to such data as the Statistician shall elect, the 
following information: 


(a) The correct standings of the clubs. 
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(b) Under individual batting: (for each player) num- 
ber of games, number of times at bat, runs, hits, two 
base hits, three base hits, home runs, total bases, sacrifice 
hits, stolen bases, times caught stealing, times struck out, 
number of bases on balls, times hit by pitched ball, num- 
ber of runs batted in, percentage. 


(c) Individual fielding: (for each player) number of 
games at each position, put-outs, assists, errors, percen- 
tage. Where player is a catcher, also passed balls, stolen 
bases allowed, players caught stealing. 


(d) Pitching: (for each pitcher) number of games, 
innings pitched, times of opponents at bat, runs and 
earned runs allowed, hits allowed, strike-outs, wild 
pitches, bases on balls, batsmen hit by pitched balls, 
balks, earned run average, games won, lost and ties, 
finished games, complete games, games taken out, shut- 
outs, percentage. 


(e) Club averages: The same as for individual players 


(f) Play-off Averages: Where a play-off is begun prior 
to the regular close of the season as herein provided, the 
official averages of the players competing in the cham- 
pionship play-off shall be included by the Statistician 
in the regular averages of the season, but where the play- 
off requires termination of the schedule of the competing 
clubs, the players’ averages shall not be so included but 
shall be kept in regular form as play-off statistics. 


ARTICLE XXIX 
ADMISSION PRICES AND RECEIPTS 
Schedule of Admission Prices—Championship Season 


Section 1. 


The admission to any and all scheduled games for the 
Championship season shall not be less than: (All ad- 
mission taxes included) 


Adults—Men and Women 


a it ts teentnteaastenticatetanemeith cold $1.00 
att lait Rl ltt S .60 
Children 16 Years of Age and Under 
Sr ee iS ee BI hk 8 350 
NN 55515 ASE. Bn MER Dd.,ccckddcacticiess 25 
Ladies’ Night 


(c) General admission or grandstand, except 
opening day, Sundays, holidays, and special 
IIR I aa ences etait Spdeecnipinndt .60 
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Passes 
(@> Leese oF CRIS siccscsnno ee .30 


The admission price herein is calculated and provided 
for on the basis of twenty percent (20%) Federal admis- 
sion tax, but such minimum price provided for herein 
shall continue even though the Federal admission tax 
may be greater. 


The proper division of the admission receipts for such 
game or games during the Championship season is pro- 
vided for in Section 3 of Article XXIX herein. 


PRICES IN EASTERN LEAGUE PARKS 


Albany 

Week Sundays 

Days Holidays 
Men’s Grandstand Seats ............... tiki d $1.00 $1.00 
Ladies’ Grandstand Seats ...................... 75 1.00 
Children’s Grandstand Seats ................ 50 50 
Adult Bleacher Seats .............................. .60 .60 
Children’s Bleacher Seats ...................... ae oo 


Season Books—Advance Sales—60 tickets for $50.00; 28 
tickets for $25.00; 10 tickets for $10.00. 


Note: All box seats are $ .50 additional to the General 
Admission tickets: Example: Weekday ladies are $ .75 
plus $ .50 for box seat. On Sunday it would be $1.00 
plus $ .50. 


Binghamton 

Week Sundays 

Days Holidays 
DE ee IE eevikicecvccsccceknseinn aeons $1.30 $1.30 
Fe A ee .90 1.30 
Ciaran s Dem Beets ..............-..6iase. .90 .90 
Men’s Grandstand Seats ........................ 1.00 1.00 
Ladies’ Grandstand Seats ...................... .60 1.00 
Children’s Grandstand Seats ................ .60 .60 
Adult Bleacher Seats ...........................-.. .60 -60 
Children’s Bleacher Seats ...................... .30 .30 
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Ladies 
Week Sundays Night 
Days Holidays Only 


Men's Box Seats ............cccssi.ccs-e. $1.50 $1.50 
Ladies’ Box Seats ...................... 1.50 1.50 $1.10 
Children’s Box Seats .................. 1.50 1.50 
Men’s Grandstand Seats ............ 1.00 1.00 
Ladies’ Grandstand Seats .......... 1.00 1.00 .60 
Children’s Grandstand Seats .... .40 .40 
Adult Bleacher Seats .................. 75 75 
Children’s Bleacher Seats .......... 40 40 
Reserved Seats ..................-.-s0000+- 1.25 1.25 .85 


Season Box at full charge—$78.00 


Reading 

Week Sundays 

Days Holidays 
I iia ces areas alate ae teenies $1.50 $1.50 
aera eee 22305 a 1.25 1.25 
Adult General Admission ...................... 1.00 1.00 
Children’s General Admission .............. 50 50 
Adult Bleacher Seats .......................0...... .75 .75 
Children’s Bleacher Seats .............000...... OO 30 
IIE,» 54: sxintconscnecaienasionasasiddatsddkdaadeiais .60 .60 

Allentown 

Week Sundays 

Days Holidays 
shin Milica dthenlininibendinnbivannihdannsocititiie $1.50 $1.50 
Adult Grandstand Seats ..........0000000000.... 1.00 1.00 
Children’s Grandstand Seats ................ .50 50 
Aa meat Beate silicon edi... 10 .75 
Children’s Bleacher Seats .........0..00000..... 35 30 
Ladies’ Grandstand Seats ..........0.000....... .60 .60 
TT OT 35 30 
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Schenectady 

Week Sundays 

Days Holidays 
Se. Ge et niensdiiae $1.50 $1.50 
ee ee ee 1.50 1.50 
Men’s Grandstand Seats .....................-.- 1.00 1.00 
Ladies’ Grandstand Seats ...................... 1.00 1.00 
Children’s Grandstand Seats (Under 12) .50 .50 


Adult Bleacher Seats—(None) 
Children’s Bleacher Seats—(None) 
Season Books—(None) 


Adult Reserve Grandstand Seats ........ 1.25 1.25 
(First 7 Rows) 


Wilkes-Barre 


Week Sundays 
Days Holidays 


DMien’s Hot Beets. ....0....2555604. ne $1.50 $1.50 
RD FEE TE on ceneccthnaticmtitten EE nnceees 1.50 1.50 
Men’s Grandstand Seats ........................ 1.00 1.00 
Ladies’ Grandstand Seats ...................... .65 .65 
Children’s Grandstand Seats ................ 25 25 
Adult Bleacher Seats ..................222......... .65 .65 
Children’s Bleacher Seats ...................... 25 25 
Williamsport 


Week Sundays 
Days Holidays 


Ye | a a ee $1.35 $1.35 
Leading” Det: SONS i...2uiAaBik..As 1.35 1.35 
be BR Re Ae aie 1.35 1.35 
Men’s Grandstand Seats ................. aia 1.00 1.00 
Ladies’ Grandstand Seats ...................... .65 1.00 
Children’s Grandstand Seats ................ 00 .50 
Adult Bleacher Seats .............................. 65 65 
Children’s Bleacher Seats ...................... 30 30 
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Special Levy 
Section 2. 


Should there be any additional tax other than Federal 
admission tax on general admission to professional base- 
ball games, such levy or tax shall be added to the ad- 
mission for such game or games. 


Distribution of 
Admission Receipts—Championship Season 


League’s Share 
Section 3. 


Ten cents (10c) on all fully paid adult admissions shall 
be paid into the League’s Regular Fund Account; except 
community games when League share shall be fifty dol- 
lars ($50.00). 


Visiting Club’s Share 


The guarantee to the visiting club shall be $100.00, rain 
or shine. The visiting club shall receive fifteen cents 
(15c) on all fully paid adult admissions, (provided the 
total amounts to more than $100.00). 


PASSES 
Home Club 
Section 4. 


(a) The home club shall not issue passes to players 
of the visiting club. No passes shall be issued on Opening 
Day, Sundays and Holidays, except those issued to the 
press. No player shall be allowed to issue passes. Penalty 
for each offense, a fine of ten dollars ($10.00). Copy of 
this rule shall be posted in all club houses. This also 
applies to the play-offs. 


(b) All Eastern League clubs shall assess a minimum 
service charge of thirty-five cents (35c) on each pass, 
which amount includes the Federal Admission Tax. 


Eastern League 


(c) The President of the Eastern League is em- 
powered to issue at his discretion, annual passes grant- 
ing to recipients the courtesy of all Eastern League parks, 
which passes shall be subject to rules and regulations of 
the club where such passes are presented. All persons 
holding passes shall enter through a turnstile so furnished 
by the home club. Only park employees, players, offi- 
cials of contesting clubs, scorers, umpires, officials of this 
League, National Association passes, police and other 
public officials having duties connected with the game, 
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employees of the home club, and newspaper reporters 
shall be permitted to go around the pass turnstile and 
without charge. 


(d) No passes shall be issued in any city of this 
League without the consent and approval of the Home 
Club. 


Turnstiles 
Section 5. 


The home club shall provide sufficient turnstiles for 
each entrance, except emergency gates, adequately to 
serve the public. Each turnstile must be numbered one 
and up and set at zero at the beginning of each season. 
The visiting club shall be furnished for each game of 
each series a registering turnstile slip for each turnstile. 
This recording turnstile slip must show the date, A.M. 
or P.M., name of visiting club, stile number, location of 
turnstile, game number and name of gateman, together 
with the opening and closing numbers with the net num- 
ber of persons entered through such turnstile or turn- 
stiles. It is mandatory that each visiting club representa- 
tive verify such reading of turnstiles actually to carry out 
the intent and purpose of this rule. 


Should there be any doubt or question on the part of 
the visiting club representative as to the total number 
of paid admissions to any game or games, the home club 
shall on request surrender to the visiting club represen- 
tative the ticket sellers’ reports, the ticket takers’ turn- 
stile reports and allow the visiting club representative 
actually to verify the commencing and closing numbers 
of all tickets sold to and including the cashier’s sum- 
mary cash report of each game or games. Ticket stubs 
must not be destroyed until and after each series or un- 
less permitted by the visiting club representative. 


The turnstiles shall not be removed from the entrance 
until and after the completion of the seventh inning of 
the game. The visiting club representative shall take or 
verify the commencing and closing numbers of each turn- 
stile in sufficient time not to hinder the public. 

The visiting club representative, after each series, shall 
forward the turnstile slips along with the home club at- 
tendance report, to the office of the Eastern League. 


Park Entrances 
Section 6. 


(a) Each club shall have proper and adequate en- 
trances to its grounds for the convenience of the people. 
If the occasion requires, emergency gates may be opened 
rn and with the consent of the visiting club representa- 
ive. 
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Turnstile—Passes 


(b) The home club shall provide a separate entrance 
or space and a turnstile for the recording of all League 
and club’s complimentary or season passes. The provi- 
sions of Section 5 of Article VIII provide for the proper 
recording and reporting of such attendance. 


Rain Checks 
Section 7. 


Each admission ticket to championship games of this 
League shall have attached thereto a rain check. Such 
rain checks shall be exchangeable for admission to any 
succeeding game during the season. Such rain checks 
shall be exchangeable for an admission only in the event 
that four and a half innings of the game shall not have 
been played, and rain checks shall so indicate, in which 
event the visiting club and League shall not be entitled 
to share in the receipts. 


Admission for Servicemen 
Section 8. 


The admission of servicemen to the parks without 
charge is left to the discretion of each club. 


ARTICLE XXX 
MISCELLANEOUS RULES 
Players Meal Allowance 


Section 1. 


Each club while on the road, shall provide adequate 
meals and hotel accommodations for its players. A per 
diem limit of $3.50 per day shall be strictly observed. A 
penalty of $25.00 shall be assessed against any club for 
exceeding such allowance. 


Player’s Private Transportation 
Section 2. 
When the club furnishes the players means of trans- 


portation, players will not be reimbursed for any private 
conveyance furnished by them. 
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Most Valuable Player Award 
Section 3. 


The player designated the “Player of the Year” and the 
pitcher designated the “Pitcher of the Year” in following 
whatever method of selection is set up by the clubs shall 
be tendered suitable awards and scrolls in recognition of 
this distinction, to be paid for by the League. Decision is 
to be rendered as soon as possible after the close of the 
season. 


Batting Championship Eligibility 
Section 4. 


In order to qualify for the batting championship of the 
Eastern League a player must take part in at least one 
hundred (100) games. 


Fraternizing by Players 
Section 5. 


Ivo player, after having entered upon the playing field 
for participation in a championship game, shall visit or 
mingle with player or players of the visiting club at its 
bench or dugout. 


Batting Toward Stands 
Section 6. 


Pepper games shall be indulged in only when there is 
no possibility of injuring a spectator and must cease when 
infield practice begins. 


Numbering of Uniforms 
Section 7. 


All clubs are required to number the players’ uniforms 
with not less than 5 inch numerals on the back of each 
uniform. Each ‘club shall mail or wire ahead of its 
schedule the uniform number and probable batting order 
for use cf the home club in the official score card. Each 
club failing to number its players’ uniforms shall be fined 
$100. 


Emergency Pitcher 
Section 8. 


No club shall be allowed to use as a pitcher any player 
other than a pitcher unless and until such player’s name 
has been certified to the League office. The umpires and 
clubs shall be informed accordingly. 
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Intoxication 
Section 9. 


Any player, manager, or club, or League employee, 
umpire, or official, improperly conducting himself in pub- 
lic by intoxication, fighting, gambling, indecency, or 
other disruptable or criminal conduct, whether on or off 
the field, prejudicial to the good repute or welfare of 
professional baseball or of this League, may be fined and/ 
or suspended or declared ineligible, as the President of 
the League or Board of Directors may deem proper. 


Frequenting of Betting Places 
Section 10. 


Any player or umpire who knowingly enters or fre- 
quents a place where wagers or books are habitually 
made, or which is recognized as a rendezvous of those 
who make wagers or books on athletic events shall be 
fined one hundred ($100.00) dollars for the first offense 
and two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars for the second 
offense and subjected to such disciplinary measures as 
the President shall direct. 


Radio Broadcast Rights 
Section 11. 


The broadcasting rights of the championship season’s 
“play-off” series shall belong to the clubs. 


Information for Score Cards 
Section 12. 


It will be the duty and responsibility of the business 
manager, Manager or the person in charge to see that 
names, positions and numbers of all players on their 
roster is sent to the opposing club in plenty of time for 
the purpose of printing the score cards. In the event of 
violation of the above, said club will be subject to a fine 
of $10.00. 


ARTICLE XXXI 
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE REINSTATEMENT 


AND WAIVER RULES 
Section 1. 
In pursuance of the fundamental principle that no 
player’s rights shall be lost or lessened by reason of his 


serving in the armed forces in this war, the National De- 
fense List player, after his reinstatement to a club’s active 
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list, shall be regarded just the same as if he had been in 
baseball service while in the armed forces, so far as con- 
cerns his Major League veteran status (10 years service), 
his eligibility for advancement by draft, and any other 
baseball rule as to which it will be to the player’s advan- 
tage. However, such service in the armed forces shall not 
be regarded the same as baseball service in determining 
his rookie status, or in connection with any rule as to 
which it would be to the player’s disadvantage to do so. 


Section 2. 


The following rules apply only to reinstated National 
Defense players: : 


(a) Waiver requests containing the names of rein- 
stated National Defense players shall not include names 
of other players. 


(b) If the waiver request is withdrawn, all waivers 
previously secured are void and waivers cannot again 
be asked until at least 60 days of a playing season or 
seasons have elapsed since the withdrawal. If the player 
is transferred to an affiliated or owned Minor League 
club, that club cannot again ask waivers on the player 
until 60 playing days have elapsed; or if transferred to a 
non-affiliated Minor League club, that club cannot ask 
waivers on the player until 21 playing days have elapsed, 
except that if player was not claimed on the last waiver 
request, new waivers may be asked and if secured, the 
player’s contract may be transferred without regard to 
the other limitations of this paragraph. (Note: First 
sentence of present rule: “If claimed on waivers, the 
transfer can be made only on the waivers,” is eliminated). 


(c) As to a reinstated National Defense player, not 
more than two waiver requests in the same league may 
be made in any calendar year, except that when existing 
waivers expire new waivers may be requested withoyt 
regard to this limitation but subject to the limitations of 
the preceding paragraph. 


(d) -Waiver claims may be made by telegram by a 
Minor League club within four days from date of waiver 
request telegram, during the playing season, and within 
seven days during the off-season. The club requesting 
the waivers may withdraw its request, by telegram, within 
three days after notification of claim during the playing 
season or within six days during the off-season. As to 
Major League clubs, their present rules as to time of 
claiming and withdrawing claim shall apply. 


Waiver claim or withdrawal cannot be made by tele- 


phone; but may be made by mail, in which case the fore- 
going time limits apply to date the mail is received (not 
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date of mailing) and the club acting by mail instead of 
by telegram assumes all risk of, and responsibility for, 
all delay to the mail. 


(e) When waivers are granted, they shall be effective 
for 30 days. 


(f) The waiver price shall be $5,000 if player is 
claimed by a Class AAA club; $3,750 if player is claimed 
by a Class AA club; $1,750 if claimed by a Class Al club; 
$1,250 if claimed by a Class A club; $500 if claimed by a 
Class B club; $350 if claimed by a Class C club; and $100 
if claimed by a Class D club. 


(g) The player’s contract shall be awarded to the 
highest classification club filing claim. 


If claimed within the league of the club asking waivers, 
the player’s contract shall be awarded to the claiming 
club then standing lowest in the current championship 
season; or, if during the off-season, then to the claiming 
club lowest in the preceding championship season. 


If several clubs in different leagues of similar classi- 
fication (not including the league of the club asking 
waivers), claim the player’s contract, then the contract 
shall be awarded by lot as between the claiming leagues 
and by the lot-winning league to its claiming club which 
then has the lowest standing in the current championship 
season, or, if during the off-season to its claiming club 
lowest in the preceding championship season. 


(h) Before a reinstated National Defense player may 
be unconditionally released, waivers must be secured in 
the classification in which the player’s contract is held, 
and all waiver requests in contemplation of such uncon- 
ditional release must specify that the request is being 
made for the purpose of unconditional release. Waivers 
for the purpose herein stated may be requested at any 
time and cannot be withdrawn. 


These rules apply to transfers whether outright or 
optional; but in case of optional transfer by a Major 
League club, that club shall be obligated to pay the 
player’s full Major League salary unless and until he is 
unconditionally released, whether recalled or not. (Note: 
Also see paragraph 9 of Sec. IV). 


These rules apply only to National Defense players who 
are reinstated to a club’s active list. They apply to such 
players for one year from date of reinstatement regard- 
less of unconditional release, transfer or other change in 
the player’s status following reinstatement; and for the 
purpose of all player limits applicable to reinstated Na- 
tional Defense players it is immaterial whether the player 
was reinstated to the club’s own list or was acquired as a 
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free agent or by assignment of contract. However, one 
year (commencing with date of reinstatement) after re- 
instatement these rules shall cease to apply to such re- 
instated National Defense player, except that such play- 
er’s service status fixed as a result of the operation of 
Article I of these rules is permanent and is not affected 
by the expiration of one year after reinstatement. 


Class Al and Class A are to be considered as one classi- 
fication except under paragraph (f). 


Section 3. 


In addition to the limits imposed above, clubs of each 
classification, including the Major Leagues, may carry 
until 30 days after the opening of its championship sea- 
son one reinstated National Defense player for each five 
(or fraction) players allowed in the above limits. 


Section 4. 


(1) A reinstated National Defense player must be re- 
tained and receive salary at least 15 days of a playing 
season before he can be unconditionally released. 


Except that clubs may unconditionally release a player 
at any time after reinstatement (waivers having been 
granted to the club by clubs of the same classification) 
upon written request for free agency from the player, 
without liability on the part of the club for any payment 
of salary to the player. 


(2) A reinstated National Defense player shall not 
count in any player limits of the club to which reinstated 
until he has been in the club’s salaried service 15 days 
of the playing season, but shall count in the player limits 
of any other club which may acquire his services. (Note: 
This supersedes all prior rules dealing with this subject, 
except that amendment to Major-Minor Rule 2, quoted 
above continues in effect). 


(3) A reinstated National Defense player may be re- 
quired to attend his club’s spring training (or a training 
period of not exceeding 15 days, if reinstated during a 
championship season) to qualify him to perform the duties 
of his position; but he must be paid 15 days’ salary if not 
retained after such training period. 


(4) A National Defense Service or Military list player 
who fails to apply for reinstatement to his club’s active 
list within 90 days after date of discharge from the armed 
forces shall give his club 30 days’ written notice of any 
application made by him between February 1 and October 
2 in any calendar year; and any such player who fails 
to apply for reinstatement to the active list or to be placed 
on the voluntarily retired list within 90 days of date of 
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discharge shall upon request by the club be placed on the 
club’s voluntarily retired list, by the Commissioner if the 
club concerned be a Major League club, or by the Presi- 
dent of the National Association if the club concerned 
be a Minor League club. 


(5) No National Defense player shall be reinstated to 
the active list of any Minor League club after October 1 
and until December 2, inclusive. (This recommendation 
is made in view of Major-Minor Rule 10 (a), which pro- 
hibits transfer of players’ services by Minor League clubs 
in that period). 


(6) A National Defense player reinstated to his club’s 
active list during its championship season shall be eli- 
gible to participate in the World Series or any other 
official post-season series in which his club participates, 
regardless of any eligibility date or player limit other- 
wise applicable to participation therein. 


(7) <A reinstated National Defense player reinstated 
to the acive list of a Major League club after February 15, 
or to the active list of a Minor League club after March 1, 
shall be tendered within 15 days after reinstatement a 
uniform player’s contract for the current season; and if 
reinstated after the close of his club’s season he shall be 
tendered a uniform player’s contract for the next follow- 
ing season on or before February 15 if on a Major League 
club’s list, or on or before March 1 if on a Minor League 
club’s list. Such contract shall provide at least the same 
salary and conditions that were stipulated in the player’s 
contract in effect when he was placed on the National 
Defense List. If there has been a transfer of the player’s 
contract to a higher classification club since he was placed 
on the National Defense List, the contract tendered him 
following his reinstatement shall provide for a salary not 
less than 25 per cent more than the salary specified in his 
last effective contract. 


(8) A reinstated National Defense player shall be 
credited with a season of baseball service for each base- 
ball season of his club that he has been in the armed 
forces, and part-season service for 30 days or more of 
his club’s championship season shall be counted as a full 
season, except that for the purposes of veteran-player 
status under Major League Rule 8(b) part-season service 
shall be computed as stated in that rule. 


(9) The contract of a reinstated National Defense 
player shall not be assigned outright or optionally to a 
club of lower classification than the reinstating club until 
the player has been retained by the reinstating club 30 
days of a training season or 15 days of a playing season 
(if training and playing season overlap, two training sea- 
son days shall be regarded as equivalent to one play- 
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ing day) and unless waivers are secured from all clubs 
of the assignor’s classification and of higher classification 
than the assignee club. 


In all cases involving the assignment of the contract 
of a reinstated National Defense player, the assignee club 
must assume the entire salary specified in the player’s 
contract with the assignor club unless the clubs, party to 
such assignment, otherwise agree and so stipulate in the 
assignment agreement. For the purposes of salary limits, 
if the acquired player’s contract calls for a salary in ex- 
cess of the average salary of the league of which the as- 
signee club is a member, only an amount equivalent to 
the average salary of that league shall be charged against 
the assignee club’s salary limit. 


For the purpose of Minor League salary limits ac- 
quired reinstated National Defense Service players whose 
National Defense Service status expires after February 
1, in the case of Major League players, or after March 
1, in the case of Minor League players, and before the 
close of the playing season of the assignee club, only 
an amount equivalent to the average salary of that league 
shall be charged against the assignee club’s salary limit 
for the period from expiration of his National Defense 
Service status to close of the season. 


(10) From second paragraph of Major and Major- 
Minor Rule 5(g) 2, eliminate the words “National Defense 
Service List.” (These words were eliminated by the 
National Defense player rules heretofore adopted and now 
a but through oversight were not taken out of the 
rule). 
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EASTERN LEAGUE CALENDAR 


Following are reminders of important details that 
should not be overlooked during the year. 


JANUARY 


Your Guarantee Deposit must be posted with the 
President of the National Association before January 10. 


File your Social Security and Withholding Tax State- 
ments with the Collector of Internal Revenue of your dis- 
trict, for the last quarter of the preceding year. Also, file 
your Unemployment Compensation report with your state. 


Forward Form W-2A “Withholding Statement” to your 
Collector of Internal Revenue, of the total wages paid and 
Income Tax withheld for the preceding year, together 
with your annual Reconciliation Statement Form W-3, 
with your Withholding Tax Return Form W-1, for the 
fourth quarter of the preceding year. 


File Form 940 (annual return of excise tax on em- 
ployers of eight or more individuals) before January 31. 


FEBRUARY 


You must send contracts to all players on your reserve 
list on or before March 1, by registered mail, return re- 
ceipt requested. This includes active players and sus- 
pended players. You need not tender contracts to players 
reserved on your restricted, voluntarily retired, ineligible, 
national defense, military or government lists, but you 
must send contracts to players reserved on your sus- 
pended list. Extreme care must be exercised to see to it 
that any player who has been sold or purchased by you 
from the second day of the National Association Conven- 
tion through the month of February is tendered a con- 
tract on or before March 1. 


If you desire to enter a claim to a selected player’s 
contract, your claim must be filed on or before February 
15 with the Cormmissioner’s office if the player was se- 
lected by a Major League club and with the National 
Association office if the player was selected by a Minor 
League club. 


Attend League’s spring meeting. 
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MARCH 


All reserve players, including players reserved on your 
suspended list, must have been tendered a contract by 
registered mail, return receipt requested, on or before 
March 1. This does not apply to players on your vol- 
untarily retired, restricted, ineligible, national defense, 
military or government lists. 


Final Federal Income Tax Return for the preceding 
year must be filed with the Collector of Internal Revenue 
for your district on cr before March 15. 


Should there have been a change in ownership, control 
or operation of your club since close of preceding season, 
statement of the change must be filed with the President 
of the National Association and your League President 
before the first day of the playing season. See N.A.A. 
Sec. 11.06. 


APRIL 
forward to League President copy of your active player 
roster. 


Keep in mind that 30 days after opening of the season 
you must cut down to 18 active players. 


Waiver period during season is 72 hours. 


File your Social Security and Withholding Tax State- 
ments with your Collector of Internal Revenue for first 
quarter of current year. Also file your Unemployment 
Compensation report with your state for the first quarter. 


Before commencement of season, file with the League 
President a statement setting forth the starting time of 
scheduled games on your grounds, including Sundays, 
holidays and first game of doubleheaders. 


MAY 
Waiver period during season is 72 hours. 


The salary limit is in effect 39 days after opening of 
the championship season, until 20 days before close of 
the championship season. 


The active player limit, as defined in the league con- 
stitution, becomes effective 30 days after opening of the 
championship season. After cut-down date you may 
carry 18 active players, exclusive of the manager, if he is 
a non-playing manager. 


File list of players “under control” with National Asso- 


ciation and League Office on the day following “cut- 
down” date. 
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Federal Admissicn Tax accrued for the month of April 
is due and must be paid before May 31. You must also 
pay in May the Federal Admission Tax on sale of Op- 
tional Season boxes. 


JUNE 


Federal Admission Tax accrued for the month of May 
must be paid on or before June 30. 


JULY 


Pennant Fund assessment of $250 must be paid on or 
before August 1. 


File your Social Security and Withholding Tax State- 
ments with your Collector of Internal Revenue for the 
second quarter of the current year. Also file your Un- 
employment Compensation Report for the second quarter 
with your state. 


Federal Admission Taxes accrued for the month of 
June must be paid on or before July 31. 


Assignment of player contracts to clubs in the Eastern 
League is prohibited after August 15 or within 30 days 
of close of the season, EXCEPT ON WAIVER CLAIM. 


AUGUST 
End of cut-down period, 20 days before season closes. 
League All Star Game. 


Assignment of players contracts to clubs in the Eastern 
League is prohibited after August 15 or within 30 days 
of close of the season, EXCEPT ON WAIVER CLAIM. 


No club may play a player, until the following season, 
whose contract has been assigned to it by a club of higher 
classification after August 15. See Section 10 (b) (c) of 
league constitution. 


Eligibility of players for the Eastern League Play-off 
Series requires that such players must be with the club 
ond under player’s contract on August 15. Wire August 
15 roster to President of the League. 


No optional assignments are permitted between 20 days 
before close of the season of the assignee club and the 
second day of the National Association Convention, in- 
clusive. No conditional assignments to lower classifica- 
tion clubs during the same period. 
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Federal Admission tax accrued for the month of July 
is payable on or before August 31. 


Your annual “Membership and Protection Fee” must 
be paid on or before September 1. 


SEPTEMBER 


Your annual “Membership and Protection Fee” must 
be paid on or before September 1. 


The Eastern League “play-off”? games begin on the sec- 
ond day following close of the championship season. 


Check your “Working Agreements” if any. It is neces- 
sary to make selections on or before final date provided in 
the agreement, which date cannot be later than October 1. 


Check your “Optional Agreements” if any. You must 
exercise your right of recall on or before October 1. 


In preparing your club’s reserve list, have in mind that 
you cannot reserve more than five players as suspended, 
and that all players on your temporarily inactive and 
disabled lists must be reinstated and reserved as active 
players. 


Federal Admission tax accrued for the month of August 
is due and payable on or before September 30. 


Waiver period is seven days between seasons. 


OCTOBER 


On October 16—not before and not after—you must file 
three very important documents: 


1. File your reserve list with the President of the 
National Association. 


File your selection data with the Commissioner. 


3. File your annual reserve list with the League 
President. 


File your Social Security and Withholding Tax State- 
ment with your Collector of Internal Revenue for the 
third quarter of the current year. Also file your Unem- 
ployment Compensation Report for the third quarter with 
your state. 


Federal Admission tax accrued for the month of Sep- 
tember is due and payable on or before October 31. 


No player’s contract may be assigned, and no player 
may be released without permission of the President of 
the National Association, between October 16 and the sec- 
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ond day of the National Association Convention. You 
may sign free agents for the ensuing year during that 
period. 


NOVEMBER 


Annual League meeting will be held in November, at 
least two weeks prior to the National Association meeting. 


No player’s contract may be assigned, and no player 
may be released unconditionally without permission of 
the President of the National Association, between Octo- 
ber 16 and the second day of the National Association 
Convention. You may sign free agents for the ensuing 
year during that period. 


A Major League club may draft one of your players on 
the dates designated annually by the Commissioner, 
which dates, under the rules, must start on or before 
November 20. Only one player may be drafted unless 
you have designated one or more players as subject to 
unrestricted selection, or unless you have one or more 
“bonus” players on your roster. Any Eastern League 
club may draft players from clubs of lower classification 
on the Monday preceding the annual meeting of the 
National Association, which meeting is convened on the 
first Wednesday in December each year. 


Federal Admission tax accrued for the month of Octo- 
ber is due and payable on or before November 30. 


DECEMBER 


If you have failed to file your selection data with the 
Commissioner on October 16, Major League clubs have 
unrestricted right to draft players on your club at the 
regular selection meetings. 


Should your business be on a calendar year basis for 
Federal Income purposes, extreme caution must be had 
on distribution of cash dividends, if any, proper accrual 
of business transactions, player purchases and sales. 


National Association Convention. Make every effort to 
attend. 


Your Guarantee Deposit must be mailed to the National 
Association office on or before January 10. 
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ADDENDUM 


In recognition of the importance and necessity of an up-to-date 
league constitution, and in view of the fact that the league’s nresent 
constitution has not been officially revised, in part or in its entirety, 
since 1954, subsequently rendering said constitution, in part, obso- 
lete and outdated, such obsolescence being attributed to its having 
been intermittently amended or altered by the league directors and 
to the high expense necessary for the complete and proper revision 
of said constitution, attached hereto, at the request of the league di- 
rectors and at the personal direction and supervision of the presi- 
dent of the league, are the changes, amendments and alterations 
necessary to bring the constitution up to date until the league di- 
rectors resolve to save said constitution completely reprinted in 
its proper form. 

ARTICLE IIT 


Membership 


Page 1, Section 1, ‘“‘Location-Duration’’: Correct entire Section 1 to read as 
follows: 

“This League shall consist of six clubs located in the following cities, viz: 
Albany, N. Y.: Binghampton, N. Y.; Reading, Pa.; Schenectady, N. Y.; Spring- 
field, Mass.: and, Syracuse, N. Y.:; or such other cities as may from time to 
time be selected te membership therein as hereinafter provided for but in no 
event shall there be more than one club in any city. This compact shall be 
binding until the annual meeting in November, a certificate to which effect shall 
be issued to each club. signed by the President-Secretary of every club of the 
League and by the President-Treasurer of the League.” 


ARTICLE VIII 
League Funds—Sources of Revenue 


Page 19, Section 1. “Operation (Maintenance) Account”: Delete that por- 
tion of the second line, paragraph 1, reading: ‘““‘The League's share of the gate 
receipts”; substituting instead “The League’s assessments.” 

Change that portion of paragraph 1 reading: “or any playoff or postseason 
series”; to read “or the League’s share of the gate receipts from any playoff or 
postseason series.” 

Corrected paragraph 1, Section 1, should now read: 

“All funds derived by the League from any source, including fines, the League’s 
assessments, or the League’s share of the gate receipts from any playoff or post- 
season Series, shall be combined in an account under the name of Eastern Base- 
ball League, out of which the League’s expenses shall be paid.” 

Page 19, Section 1 (a). “Championship Season”: Delete present reading in 
its entirety, replacing it with the following: 

“An assessment of each club in the amount of $6,000.00, to cover expenses of 
the League, payable to the League in five installments as follows: $2,000.00, 
February 1; $1,000.00, April 1; $1,000.00, May 1; $1,000.00, June 1; and, 
$1,000.00, July 1.” 

Page 19, Section 1 (b), “Community Games”: Delete in its entirety. 

Page 19, Section 1 (c), “Semi-Final Playoffs”: Delete present reading in its 
entirety, replacing it with the following : 

“10 percent of gross receipts after deductions of tax.” 

Corrected subsection 1 (c) now supplants deleted subsection 1 (b), becoming 
subsection 1 (b). 

Page 19, Section 1 (d), “Final Play-offs”: Subsection 1 (d) now supplants sub- 
section 1 (c). 

Page 19, Section 1 (e), “Assessment”: Delete in its entirety. 

Page 20, Section 5, “Game Attendance Statement”: Delete that portion of 
paragraph 1 beginning with: “This report must be prepared and properly at- 
tested by”; ending with: ‘‘Within the following day to the Eastern League 
Office”; in its entirety. 

Change paragraph 2 to read as follows: 

“The home club shall on the day following each series. forward to the Eastern 
League office the original copies of attendance statements.” 
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ARTICLE XIV 


Championship Season and Championship Games 


Page 24, Section 5, “Open Dates”: Delete paragraph 2 and all subsequent sub- 
paragraphs in their entirety. 

Page 25, Section 7, “Players Award”: Delete that portion of the paragraph 
beginning with: “This sum to be raised by an assesment of two hundred fifty 
dollars” ; supplementing it with the following : 

“This sum included in the $6,000.00 assessment, payable to the League by each 
club in accordance with Section 1 (a), Article VIII” (as amended herein). 


ARTICLE XIX 


Ecvhibition and Promotional Games 


Page 34, Section 6, “Community Games”: Delete present reading of paragraph 
1 in its entirety, replacing it with the following: 

“Each club shall be permitted to play, during the season, games to be known 
as Community Games; the home clubs having the option of playing as inany 
Community Games as desired.” 


ARTICLE Xx 


Eastern League Play-Off 


Pages 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39, Section 2 through 8, inclusive, ‘Eastern League 
Play-offs”: In all instances where reference is made to the winning of FOUR 
GAMES, change to read: 

“Three games.” (Eastern League now plays a best three out of five series, 
both in the semi-finals and finals, instead of the best four out of seven as orig- 
inally set-up. ) 

Page 36, Section 3 (b), “Procedure of Play—Schedule”: Where reference is 
made to the First and Third and Second and Fourth clubs entering the semi-final 
as opponents to ascertain who will enter into the finals, change to read: 

“First and fourth and second and third”. 


ARTICLE XXI 


General Regulations for all Games 


Page 45, Section 13, ‘‘Rules to Speed Up Play”: Add the following sub-para- 
graph (i) to the section, under the heading of ‘‘Protective Helmet” : 

“A batsman, electing to wear a protective helmet or any other form of pro- 
tective covering for his head, shall, upon reaching any base and becoming a 
baserunner, continue to wear this protective head gear until he has either 
completely advanced around the bases and scored or until he returns to his 
dugout or bench to retrieve his glove before returning to his respective position 
as a defensive player. At no time shall there be an exchange of hats once the 
batter reaches base.” 


ARTICLE XXV 


Player Limit 


Page 55, Section 1 (a), “Active Player Limit”: Change paragraph 1, Section 
1 (a), pertinent to “active player limit”, to read as follows: 

“Each club shall have on its active list not more than twenty-one (21) active 
players from the opening date of the League’s season, to and including the 
30th day of the League’s own season; thereafter, eighteen (18) active players 
until twenty (20) days before the close of season each year. Disabled, tem- 
porarily inactive or suspended and non-playing manager shall not be included 
in said active limits.” 


ARTICLE XXIX 


Admission Prices and Receipts 


Pages 64, 65, 66 and 67, Section 1, “Schedule of Admission Prices” and “Prices 
in Eastern League Parks”: In as much as all clubs throughout the League 
establish their own admission prices, Section 1, Article XXIX, as presently 
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reading, is deleted in its entirety until regulation prices, if any, are established 
for future printing. 

Page 68, Section 3, “Distribution of Admission Receipts—Championship Sea- 
son”: Delete the heading “Distribution of Admission Receipts—Championship 
Season” in its entirety. Re-head: “Home and Home Plan.” 

Delete both paragraph 1, “League’s Share”, and paragraph 2, “Visiting Club’s 
Share”, in their entirety. Section 3 is reworded to read as follows: 

“The retaining of all gate receipts by the home club, to be known as the 
“home and home” plan, shall be in effect. No provision in the form of any 
monetary guarantee shall be made the visiting club, nor shall any concessions 
be made the visiting club in the claim of any portion of the home club’s gate 
receipts.” 


EVANGELINE LEAGUE 
CONSTITUTION AND By-Laws 
ARTICLE I 


Name, Ownership, Operation 


Section 1. This Association shall be called the “Evangeline League of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Clubs.” 

Section 2. Each Club in said League shall be independently owned and op- 
erated insofar as relates to the ownership and operation of all other Clubs in 
said League, but shall at all times be operated in accordance with and subject 
to the rules and regulations now in existence, or hereafter adopted while said 
Club is a member of this League, by the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues, the Major-Minor League Agreement, and Major-Minor League 
Rules, and of the by-laws, rules and regulations of this League when not in 
conflict with said National Association Agreement, and Major-Minor League 
Rules. 

ARTICLE II 


Objects 


Section 1. The objects of this League are: 

(1) To perpetuate Baseball as the National game of the United States, and 
to surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute public confidence 
in its integrity and methods. 

(2) To protect and promote the mutual interests of professional Baseball 
Clubs, professional Baseball Players, and Umpires. 

(3) To Establish and regulate the Baseball championship of the Evangeline 
League. 

ARTICLE III 


Membership and Classification 


Section 1. This League shall be a Class “C” organization and shall consist 
of 6 clubs located in the following cities, to-wit: Alexandria, Baton Rouge, 
Crowley, Lafayette, Lake Charles, and Thibodaux; and such other clubs as 
may from time to time be elected to membership as hereinafter provided for, 
but in no event shall there be more than one club in any city. This compact 
shall be binding upon all members of this League, their successors and assigns 
during existence of this League. 

Section 2. Application for admission to membership, except to fill vacancies 
occurring during the playing season, shall be by ballot of the Directors of the 
League, a three-fourths vote of the Directors, voting in meeting of Directors 
called by President, being requisite to admission to membership. 

Section 3. To entitle applicants to membership in this League, the application 
must be addressed to the President of the League, and give: 

(1) The name of the City in which it is proposed to operate. 

(2) Name of the organization or individual seeking the franchise. 

(3) If a corporation, the names and addresses of the officers and stock- 
holders. 

(4) Three references as to the reputation and financial standing of the or- 
ganization or individual seeking the franchise. 
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(5) Name of park, location and size of playing field, and separate seating 
capacity of grand stand and bleachers. 

(6) Must be accompanied by check payable to the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues in the sum required for clubs in the classifica- 
tion of this League. 

(7) Guaranty deposit or surety bond to the amount of $2500.00 made with 
and payable to the President of the League guaranteeing good faith of appli- 
cant. The condition of said deposit shall be such that if thirty days after 
the opening of championship season applicant has its park ready and operating, 
then, such deposit to be immediately refunded to applicant, otherwise the same 
to be collected and divided by remaining Clubs in the League or used in manner 
determined by remaining Club owners. 


ARTICLE IV 


Vancancies in Membership 


Section 1. The membership of any club may be terminated: 

(1) By the resignation duly accepted by a three-fourths vote of all the clubs 
in meeting duly convened. 

(2) Failure to present its nine at a time and place agreed upon to play any 
championship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident in travelling. 

(3) Allowing betting or pool selling upon its grounds, or in any building 
owned or occupied by it. 

(4) Playing any game of ball with a club that is disqualified under the rules 
of the National Association. 

(5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose any game of ball 
or failure to expel immediately from its organization any individual or player 
who shall be proved guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to 
lose any game of ball or of being interested in any pool or wager thereon. 

(6) Disbandment of its organization or team during the championship sea- 
son or at any time during the life of this contract except in such manner as 
may be herein provided. 

(7) Failing or refusing to fulfill its contract obligations. 

(8) Failing or refusing to comply with any lawful requirement of the Board 
of Directors. 

(9) Wilfully violating any provision of this constitution. 

(10) By a majority vote of the remaining clubs that for business reasons 
and the best interest of this League such membership shall no longer be 
desirable. 

Section 2. To carry into effect the provisions of Section 1 (paragraphs 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9) of this constitution the facts in any case covered by 
such paragraphs as said Section 1 must be reported to the President of the 
League, who shall at once notify by mail or telegraph the party charged with 
the specified default or offense, inquiring whether any dispute exists as to 
the facts alleged. In case the facts are disputed, the Board of Directors shall 
after due notice, try the case under such regulations as it may prescribe and 
the Board of Directors’ finding shall be final and conclusive, when such find- 
ing shall be forwarded to each club, which shall submit to the President written 
ballots “For Expulsion” or “Against Expulsion”, and if three-fourths of all 
clubs vote “For Expulsion,” the President shall notify all clubs of the forfeiture 
of membership of the party charged. Action may be taken under Sub-Section 
10 of Section 1 at any meeting of the Directors of the League without the 
formalities herein set forth. The accused club shall not be permitted a vote. 

Section 3 (1) The President shall be empowered from time to time to assess 
each club its pro rata share of the expenses of the League. 

(2) A club failing to promptly pay such assessment shall after written 
notice to that effect be subject to a fine not exceeding $50.00 for each day of 
delay following receipt of registered notice. Receipt in all instances to be 
effective as of the second day from date of notice. 

(3) Each Club shall deposit with the President of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues the amount fixed by the Association to be a 
guaranty fund that the club will continue to operate its franchise during the life 
of this contract and as a guarantee for the payment of salaries due players 
under contract, any indebtedness to this League for dues, assessments, or 
otherwise, and indebtedness to other Leagues and Clubs in the order named. 
Said guarantee checks shall be held by the President of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues during the life of this contract and returned 
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to the depositing club at end of the 1st year period, less any known indebtedness 
in the class above named unless it shall become necessary to cash same by 
reason of default by the club in its gurantees, in which event defaulting club 
must immediately redeposit with the President of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues its guaranty to full amount. 

(4) Any club failing to complete any season during the life of this contract, or 
which shall unlawfully abandon its territory, shall forfeit to the League, subject 
to application to payment of its indebtedness listed in paragraph (3), all right 
or claim to said guarantee deposit, and to any part of any surplus fund in 
the treasury of the League at the time of said forfeiture; and to any right, title, 
or interest in the franchise and players, theretofore held by it, together with 
said club’s interests vesting immediately in the Evangeline League. 

(5) If any club operating franchise in this League shall notify the President 
of the League in writing on or before October ist, after the current season of 
any year is over, during the life of this agreement, that it will not operate its 
franchise during the following season, then it shall be the duty of the President 
of the League to cooperate with such club owners in trying to place said fran- 
chise with other parties in said city or some other city agreeable to the Directors 
of the League, AND IF, AND WHEN said franchise is so placed prior to Jan- 
uary list, following said notice, the parties taking over the franchise from the 
surrendering club shall deposit with the President of the League their guarantee 
checks as herein provided, and their proportionate part of any then existing 
surplus, whereupon the President of the League shall return to the surrendering 
club its guarantee check and its proportionate part of said League surplus, less 
any expense incurred in placing said franchise and any indebtedness enumerated 
in paragraph (2). Title to players on roster of surrendering club shall vest in 
the League from date of notice. If the franchise has not been so placed by 
January 1st, it shall be deemed forfeited in all respects. 

Section 4. In case a vacancy occurs in the membership of this League during 
the championship season, the President is authorized and empowered to fill 
such vacancy until the next annual meeting of the Directors of this League, at 
which time the franchise of said new member may be terminated or extended for 
the life of this agreement. All clubs permitted to fill vacancies occurring in 
the membership of this League shall be subject to all rules and regulations, and 
requirements of this organization, and those referred to in Article I, Section 2, 
of this Constitution. 

Section 5. Any club member of this League finding itself unable to meet the 
obligations it has assumed during the playing season shall have the right to ask 
the League for permission to dispose of its rgihts and franchises as a member of 
this League to some other city or organization to membership, providing said 
club shall assume, with the rights and franchise of said retiring club, all the 
liabilities, responsibilities and obligations entered into by said retiring club as 
a member of this League. Provided, however, that the retiring club shall not be 
relieved or released from any contract, responsibilities, or obligations entered 
into by it to this League, until all of said contracts, responsibilities, and obliga- 
tions have been fully paid and determined by the club accepting its member- 
ship, rights, franchises, etc. 

ARTICLE V 


Officers and Their Duties 


Section 1. At a meeting called for that purpose and to be held the latter part 
of the month of October each year, the Board of Directors of this League shall 
elect a President, Secretary, and Treasurer and a Vice President. He shall 
preside at all meetings of the League, and at the annual meeting, which annual 
meeting shall be the one following the National Association Convention meet- 
ing; he shall appoint a committee of three members, of which the President 
shall be chairman, to act as a schedule committee provided, however, that the 
League may designate some one, at each annual meeting, by whom the schedule 
shall be prepared; a copy of which shall be presented to each club one week 
prior to the scheduled meeting. The President of the League shall also appoint 
a committee of three members who shall enforce the By-laws, rules, and regu- 
lations of the National Association Agreement, Major-Minor Agreement, and 
Major-Minor League Rules. Should the office of the President become vacant 
by death, resignation, or removal, the Vice President shall act as President 
until the Board of Directors shall meet and elect a President. 

Section 2. Board of Directors: The Board of Directors shall consist of the 
President of each club or such other person as may by such club be designated 
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in his stead. Each Director mav be assisted at Director’s meetings by one 
person. The League President shall be promptly notified by each club of the 
name of its President or the name of its member selected to represent the club 
on the Board of Directors. No club shall be entitled to more than one vote on 
any question. 

Section 3. Duties of the Board of Directors: The President of the League and 
Board of Directors shall have the general supervision and management of all 
affairs and business of the League and shall be individually answerable to the 
League for the faithful discharge of their trust. 

Section 4. The Board of Directors shall have the general supervision and 
management of all affairs and business of the League whenever urgent necessity 
may require. 

Section 5. In case of a vacancy in the Board of Directors, the club of which he 
was a member shall designate his successor, and at once notify the President. 

Section 6. The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Duty: The Treasurer shall be 
custodian of all funds of the League; receive all dues, fees, assessments, make 
such payments as shall be ordered by the Board of Directors or by vote of the 
League, and render annually a report of his accounts, and shall give bond, with 
approved sureties, such as the Board of Directors may require. 

Section 7. The Secretary shall have the custody and care of the official records 
and papers of the League; shall keep a true record of all meetings of the League 
and the Board of Directors; shall issue all official notices and attend to the 
necessary correspondence; he shall prepare and furnish such reports as may 
be called for by the Board of Directors, and shall be entitled to such books, 
stationery. blanks. and materials as the actual duties of his office may require. 

Section 8. The Secretary shall be reimbursed for all traveling expenses actually 
incurred by him in the service of the League; and the Board of Directors may 
exact from him such guarantee for faithful performance of his duties as they 
would deem for the interest and safetv of the League. At the expiration of his 
term of office he shall account for and deliver up to the Board of Directors all the 
property and papers which may have come into his hands bv virtue of this office. 

Section 9. The President shall employ and fix the salaries of all umpires, and 
such office assistants as he may deem necessary shall be paid by the League. 

Section 10. All necessary expenses of the President in the conduct of his office 
shall be paid by the League. 

ARTICLE VI 


Club control of employees and territory 


Section 1. Each club belonging to this League shall have the right to regulate 
its own affairs, to establish its own rules, and to discipline, punish, suspend, or 
expel its own manager, players, or other employees, and these powers shall not 
be limited to cases of dishonest play or open insubordination, but shall include all 
questions of carelessness, indifference, or other conduct of the plaver that may 
be regarded by the club as prejudiced to its interests, not in conflict with, and 
at all times subject to, the provisions of this Constitution and the National Asso- 
ciation Agreement of Professional Baseball Leagues, the Major-Minor League 
Rules. 

Section 2. Every club of this League shall have exclusive control of the city in 
which it is located, and of the territory surrounding such city, to the extent of 
ten miles. in every direction from its corporate limits, and no club of this League 
or member of any other League in organized ball shall under any circumstances, 
except with the consent of the local League club, be allowed to play any club in 
such territory other than the League club therein located, nor shall any League 
club play any. game with a nonleague club within ten miles from the corporate 
limits of the city in which the League club is located without the consent of the 
local League club. 

ARTICLE VII 


Section 1. All gate receipts shall be retained by the Home Club, and there shall 
be no division of gate receipts. 
ARTICLE VIII 


Section 1. The scale of prices for all clubs in this League and for games of the 
Championship season shall be not less than 50¢ for white men and 50¢ for white 
ladies, both inclusive of taxes, and the scale of prices for children and colored 
shall be left to the discretion of each club. 
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Section 2. League Passes: The President of the League, and no one else, shall 
be empowered to issue such Annual League Passes as he may deem advisable and 
for the best interest of the League. Such annual passes shall be signed by the 
President and shall be honored at the gate in all cities comprising the League. 
Each club can issue such passes as it may desire to their own grounds, but no 
passes shall be honored upon any grounds in the League other than the club 
issuing same. No passes other than those issued by the President of the League 
shall be accepted upon any grounds in the League during Post Series. Manager, 
player, or other employees of club, other than the League Presidents shall not 
issue passes and, if issued, they must not be honored. (Passes to be issued by 
clubs should be limited where there is division of receipts with visiting clubs.) 


ARTICLE IX 


Section 1. No club of this League shall have a total monthly salary roll in 
excess of thirty-four hundred ($3,400.00) dollars exclusive of player-manager, 
for the period beginning twenty (20) days after the opening of the season and 
ending twenty (20) days before its close. 

Section 2. No club officer, or stockholder of any club, manager, agent, or any 
person shall make a direct or indirect agreement with any player, other than 
that stipulated in the formal contract between the club and player, and the 
player shall not receive from any source whatever any amount or sum or other 
compensation than such as is provided for in his formal contract. 

Section 3. Any club exceeding the salary limit shall be fined two hundred dol- 
lars in addition to any fine imposed by the National Association, and any club 
or player guilty of signing a false affidavit shall also be punished as prescribed 
by the National Association. 

Section 4. The president is directed to see that the salary limit provided for 
herein is enforced, and to that end he is authorized and empowered to require 
any club to present any of its books or papers to him at any time that he may 
direct, in order that the facts may be ascertained, and the President is further 
authorized and empowered to summon any player before him or his agent to be 
examined as to the terms of his contract and the amount that he is receiving 
from the club with which he is playing, both directly and/or indirectly. 

Section 5. No player shall be allowed to participate in any game after the 
opening of the season, unless the President of the League has received his con- 
tract, or has been notified of such contract having been made, stating salary. 
Notification shall be considered as having been received if letter is postmarked 
or telegram dated not later than two (2) days after date of contract. The 
President shall keep a record of all contracts, which shall be open to inspection 
by all clubs in the League. Each club must immediately forward all of its 
players contracts according to the requirements of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues. 

ARTICLE X 


Section 1. No club can carry more than 16 men on its active list during the 
championship season except as provided for hereinafter in Section 3 of this 
Article. 

Section 2. During the regular scheduled season each club can carry not more 
than sixteen (16) players including the manager, except as hereinafter pro- 
vided in Section 3 of this Article Three (3) of whom can be “Veteran” players, 
as hereinafter defined, nine (9) of whom can be “Limited Service” players, as 
hereinafter defined and the balance “Rookies” as hereinafter defined. At no 
time shall a club be permitted to have on its active list more than three (3) 
“Veteran” players. When a club has on its active list its maximum authorized 
number of “Veteran” players such club shall not be permitted to have on its 
active list more than nine (9) “Limited Service” players. In lieu of maximum 
“Veteran” players permitted herein a club may have on its active list either 
“Limited Service” players or “Rookie” players and in lieu of the maximum 
“Limited Service” players permitted herein a club must have on its active list 
four (4) “Rookie” players. NDS player to be added to rosters according to 
the rules of the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 

Section 3. For a period of twenty (20) days after opening of regular scheduled 
season and a period of twenty (20) days prior to its close each club may carry 
two extra players, who may be a Limited Service player and a Rookie or both 
Rookies. 
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Section 4. Players designated as “Veteran”, “Limited Service” and ‘‘Rookie” 
shall be those defined by the rules of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues. 

Section 5. Conditional assignments between clubs in the same League shall 
not be permitted, except between championship seasons and provided further 
that no portion of the period of such conditional assignment is to be included 
in either club’s championship season. 

Section 6. At the beginning of the championship season, each club shall 
supply to the President a list of all its players, and shall thereafter to the 
close of the season notify him promptly of all players signed or released or 
suspended. The penalty for each failure to comply with the provisions of this 
Section shall be a fine of $25.00. 

Section 7. Any player suspended by any club in this League during the 
championship season, for any reason whatsoever, cannot be reinstated by said 
club until a period of ten days shall have elapsed after notice of such suspension 
has been given the President of the League. For the violation of this Section 
the offending club shall be fined the sum of $50.00. Any player released out- 
right by a club shall not be resigned by the same club until a period of twenty 
days from his release shall have elapsed. 

Section 8. No club shall dispose of a player to any other club in this League 
within a period of thirty days prior to the close of the current playing season, 
to play during said season. 

Section 9. When a player-manager changes status to nonplaying manager 
he cannot return to the same club as player-manager during that season. 

Section 10. Notwithstanding other provisions contained in this Constitu- 
tion, when a protest for violation of Class Rule or Player’s Limit Rule is made 
and due proof given in support of such proctest, it shall be compulsory on the 
President to forfeit all games won by offending club in which Class Rule or 
Player's Limit Rule was violated for a period of ten (10) days prior to date 
protest was made. All documentary evidence shall be furnished the accused 
club. Said club shall have forty-eight (48) hours from the time of receipt of 
said evidence in which to file its answer. The protesting club must file proof 
of violation at the time protest is made. The regular procedure for protested 
games shall not apply in this case. 


ARTICLE XI 


Section 1. A staff of umpires shall be equal in number to the number of clubs 
in the League and shall be selected by the President before the opening of the 
Championship season. 

Section 2. The umpires shall be under the sole direction of the President, 
from whom they shall receive an assignment of duty, and all instructions 
regarding interpretation of the playing rules. 

Section 3. In the event of the failure of an umpire to umpire a game as- 
signed to him, it shall be the duty of the President to provide a substitute to 
umpire said game and in each case there shall be deducted from the next pay- 
ment of the League umpire the sum of $5.00 for each game assigned to him 
which, for any reason, other than sickness (certificate by a reputable physician) 
he shall have to umpire. 

Section 4. In the event of the nonappearance of the assigned League umpire 
for the beginning of the game, or the absence, disqualification or inability of 
the regular umpire to act, a substitute umpire shall be assigned by the Presi- 
dent whenever possible and when not possible each club manager shall then 
select one of the substitute players of the opposing club, on the bench and 
not in the game, and the two players thus selected shall be the duly authorized 
umpires for that game, and shall receive for their services from the President 
of the League $5.00 each. 

Section 5. Any club refusing to accept an umpire assigned by the President 
shall be fined not less than $50.00. This penalty in addition to and independent 
of any action that may be taken under other provisions of this Constitution. 

Section 6. Any umpire is subject to removal by the President who has full 
power to fill all vacancies. 

Section 7. All fines imposed upon any club, or its players, or officials by an 
umpire, shall be reported immediately after the game to the manager of the 
club, and in writing, to the President of the League. The League President 
shall notify the offending player or club in writing, requiring payment of said 
fine within the time he may prescribe. 





ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 685 


Section 8. Any manager or any player who shall take hold of an umpire or 
his clothing to hold him or shove him or who shall intentionally step on his 
feet, shall be fined $50.00, and removed from the game, in addition to any 
penalty that might apply through National Association channels. In the event 
that a catcher is removed from the game by the umpire for any cause the re- 
moved catcher shall be entitled to return to the game if the substitute catcher 
shall be injured to such an extent that the umpire believe such substitute 
catcher is unable to continue playing. 

Section 9. The umpire shall fine and remove from the game any player guilty 
of using profanity on the playing field or guilty of indecent conduct. Where 
in the opinion of the umpire profane or obscene language is used by a player 
or manager, that is audible in the stands, he shall report the same to the Presi- 
dent, who shall impose a penalty at his discretion, from which there shall be 
no remission. 

Section 10. The League shall be responsible for transporting the umpires in 
the keeping of their assignment, provided that any club called by the President 
or an umpire, shall furnish transportation to an umpire in its regular players 
bus from its home to the city where they are playing that night. 


ARTICLE XII 


Section 1. Any manager who permits his club to indulge in conduct on the 
field that is calculated to turn any scheduled game into a farce or burlesque 
shall be fined the sum of $50.00, and any player indulging in such conduct shall 
be fined $5.00. 

Section 2. The owner, manager, or captain of home club, who by his orders 
causes his team to leave the field during progress of a championship game, 
shall be fined $200.00 for benefit of League. The owner, manager or captain 
of visiting club who by his orders causes his team to leave the field during the 
progress of a championship game, shall be fined $200.00 for benefit of League 
and should offense occur before four and a half innings of the game have been 
played there shall be an additional fine equal to the gross gate receipts (ex- 
cluding taxes) of such game or a fine of not less than $250.00 (whichever is 
greater), said amount shall be turned over to the home club. 

Section 3. No person shall be allowed on any players’ bench during the 
progress of a championship game, unless a member of club in uniform, except 
executive in charge. Neither shall players of opposing clubs visit each other’s 
bench during game. No one other person than the above and policemen, the 
groundkeeper, one bat boy for each club and one extra boy to look after balls 
is allowed within the enclosure of playing field. 

Section 4. Any club failing to present its nine at a time and place scheduled 
for a championship game unless caused by unavoidable accident in travelling, 
shall be fined the sum of $100.00, in addition to any other fine herein provided, 
which shall be paid by the offending club to the President of the League for the 
benefit of the club with which the said game was scheduled. The offending 
club shall furthermore forefeit scheduled game. 

Section 5. Any club reimbursing players or paying the fines of players for 
fines imposed by the umpire, or the President of the League shall be subjected 
to a penalty to be paid to the League of an amount double the sum of the fine 
so paid or reimbursed. 

Section 6. The umpires shall require players making the last play out, or 
last handling of the ball when the game ends, to return the ball to the home 
club. Any player failing or refusing to comply with this order shall be fined 
the sum of $5.00 for the benefit of the home club. 

Section 7. The official scorer for each club shall hereafter be employed by 
and subject to and paid by the League office and the Official Scorer’s pay is 
standardized at $4.00. 

ARTICLE XIII 


Section 1. The President of the League shall investigate, determine and settle 
disputes between clubs, subject to the rules of the National Association and 
this Constitution, and his findings shall be final. However, the Board of Di- 
rectors may overrule the decision of the President by a unanimous vote by 
mail when a written statement is submitted to the President and by him trans- 
mitted to each member of the Board. 

Section 2. The President shall at once consider any complaint preferred by a 
club against a manager or player of another club (prior to the expiration of 
the championship season) for conduct in violation of any provision of this Con- 
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stitution, or prejudicial to the good repute of the game of baseball; and shall 
have power to fine, suspend or expel such player or manager, provided that 
such complaint is preferred in writing, giving such particulars as may enable 
the President to ascertain all the facts. : 

Section 3. Any player who shall have been expelled, suspended or disciplined 
by a club, may, within thirty days after the date of expulsion, suspension or 
discipline, file with the President a written statement of his defense, accom 
panied by a request that an appeal, accompanying such notice, with a copy of 
the appeal and at the next annual meeting, the club by its duly authorized 
representatives and the applicant in person, by attorney, or by written state- 
ment, shall appear before the Board with their testimony. The Board shall 
impartially hear the matter and render their decision, which shall be final and 
forever on both club and player. 

Section 4. No director shall sit in trial of case in which his club is interested. 

Section 5. Any expense of trial shall be borne by the parties adjudged at 
fault. 

ARTICLE XIV 


Section 1. This League shall use the playing rules of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues and any rules the League may adopt as long 
as they do not conflict with the National Association. 

Section 2. The dates of the championship season shall be determined by the 
League. 

Section 3. Every game played between two clubs from the commencement to 
the conclusion of the championship season shall be a championship game. 

Section 4. All championship games shall be arranged in a written schedule 
to be adopted by the League by a majority vote, before the opening of the season. 
The schedule shall provide for an equal number of home and road games, where 
practicable, and specify the date of each game. Any club requesting a transfer 
from the regular schedule of games shall make application in writing, signed 
by both club presidents, to the president of the League. No games shall be 
transferred excepting on first having been approved by the League President. 

Section 5. The schedule of the playing season shall be adopted by the clubs 
at the League’s spring meeting or meeting specially called. 

The club finishing regular season with highest average shall be declared the 
Pennant Winner. 

The four leading clubs on closing date shall engage in a playoff under the 
rules of the Shaughnessy Plan, to determine the championship of the League. 
All clubs eligible for the Shaughnessy playoff, shall submit a list of eligible 
players twenty-one (21) days prior to the close of the regular scheduled season 

Section 6. If a tie exists between the first and second clubs or between the 
fourth and fifth clubs on the closing day of the regular season, one game shall 
be played to decide the position of the respective clubs in the standing. The 
site of this game shall be decided by lot and the gate receipts split 50-50. 

Section 7. (a) The clubs finishing first and fourth on the total season’s play 
shall enter a playoff series consisting of as many games as may be necessary 
for one club to win four games and the club so winning four games shall be 
declared the winner of the series. The clubs finishing second and third on the 
total season’s play shall enter a playoff series running concurrently with the 
above and consisting of as many games as may be necessary for one club to win 
four games and the club winning four games shall be declared the winner of 
the series. The winning clubs in the two series thus played shall enter a final 
playoff series consisting of as many games as may be necessary for one club 
to win four games and the club so winning four games in said final playoff 
shall be declared the Playoff champion. The clubs finishing first and second 
have the choice as to where the series of games between the first and fourth 
place clubs and the series of games between the second and third place clubs 
shall open. In the first round two games shall be played in the cities where 
the series open, then in each instance, the clubs shall move to the cities of the 
original visiting clubs for three games or until either club shall have won four 
games of the series. If additional games are necessary to determine the winner 
of the series the clubs shall move to the city where the series originated for 
the sixth game and should a seventh game be necessary to decide the series 
winner the club of the city having finished the regular championship season with 
the highest average shall have the option of naming the site where such game 
shall be played. The teams playing in the playoff alternate their games if they 
had alternated games during the league season, 
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(b) Notwithstanding the recitations of the foregoing section competing clubs 
in playoff series may agree between themselves to alternate their games. 

Section 8. There shall be an intervening day between the championship season 
and the opening of the playoff series. 

Section 9. The scale of prices of any playoff shall be arranged by the President 
and the Representatives of the clubs concerned. The division of the gross re- 
ceipts shall be as follows: 10% to the League Sinking Fund; the remaining 
90% divided equally between the clubs concerned in the playoff; subject, of 
course, to existing National Association Rules applicable to playoff receipts. 

Section 10. The expenses of any playoff, such as the umpires’ salaries and 
expenses, including the expenses of the President shall be deducted from the 
League’s 10% for playoff receipts. Each club shall bear its own expenses 
and Home club in each game shall bear all expenses of grounds, ticket sales, 
and other expenses incidental to each game. 

Section 11. When a game is called off on account of rain before the com- 
pletion of four and a half innings, or postponed for any cause whatsoever, such 
game must be played off as a doubleheader during the occasion of the next 
regularly scheduled game between the clubs, at the place where the postponement 
occurred. 

The club failing to comply with the requirements of the foregoing paragraph 
of this section shall be fined the sum of $250.00 and shall forfeit said game 
(or games) to the opposing club, 9-0. If both clubs are responsible for the 
failure to comply with the provisions of the first paragraph of this section then 
each shall be fined the sum of $250.00 and each shall be charged with the loss 
of a game. 

Section 12. If, however, all games scheduled on any ground have been ended 
and such tied or postponed games unplayed, while a game or games remain to 
be played in the city of the original visiting club, between the same clubs, then 
such game shall be played off on the grounds of the original visiting club on 
the first day of their meeting after said postponed game, in the event of one 
postponed game and on each subsequent day in the event of more than one 
postponed game. The original home club in such instance shall be considered 
the home club. Failure to comply with the provisions of this section shall 
subject the offending club or clubs to the amount of fine and the forfeiture pro- 
vided in the foregoing section of Article. 

Section 13. During the final trips Umpires assigned shall concur with home 
manager before game can be postponed because of rain or wet grounds. 

Section 14. The provisions of Sections 11 and 12 notwithstanding, no club shall 
ever be required to play a second game on the opening day of the Champion- 
ship season. 

Section 15. Doubleheaders shall consist of a nine (9) inning game and a 
seven (7) inning game, except in case of tie games or unless otherwise sanc- 
tioned by the rules of National Association ; either of which may be played first, 
at the option of the home club. 

Section 16. In the event of a game being stopped for any cause before the 
completion of four and one-half innings, the home club shall issue rain checks 
good for any succeeding game. 

Section 17. No championship game shall be played with any ball other than 
the official ball adopted by this League. 

Section 18. The home club shall furnish the umpire with one dozen baseballs 
before each game. They shall consist of four new baseballs and eight accept- 
able baseballs. 

* Section 19. All games protested because of playing rules shall be decided by 
the President within thirty-six (36) hours after the game has been played, 
upon which the protest is made. There shall be no appeal from this decision. 
No protest will be entertained by the President on a question of playing rules 
unless it is made by the manager of the offended club at the time the play oc- 
curs, thus giving the umpire an opportunity to reverse a decision in error 
without affecting the game. 

Section 20. No protest shall be entertained by the President unless it is filed 
by noon of the following day on which the game is played. The protesting club 
must give the umpire verbal notice of the protest at the time it is made and 
must notify the League office and the opposing club in writing or by telegram, 
setting forth in each notice grounds upon which protest is made. If the pro- 
testing club is unable to find officials of the opposing club, a written notice de- 
posited with the Western Union Telegraph Company for delivery shall be re- 
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garded by the League as notice to such opposing club. Each club and the um- 
pire shall submit statements of the case by Night Letter or telegraph and the 
umpire shall also make his recommendation. Clubs failing to have their evi- 
dence in the hands of the President within 24 hours after receiving such notice 
from the protesting club, shall forfeit all rights and lose such games by default. 
All telegrams sent the president in protested games must be prepaid. 

Section. 21. At the close of the regularly scheduled championship season, 
the President shall prepare a tabulated statement of the games played, won 
and lost by each club according to the reports in the official scores, and the 
four clubs which shall have made the highest percentage of victories shall be 
eligible for the playoff under the Shaughnessy Plan. 

Section. 22. Inter-League series may be arranged between this League and 
other Leagues each season. Such series shall be held strictly under the rules 
of the National Association and under a Board of Control selected by said 
Association. The date of said series and the details governing same to be 
agreed upon in writing between the Presidents of the contending League at a 
date not later than August Ist of each year. 


ARTICLE XV 


Section 1. The decision as to whether a regularly scheduled game of the 
championship season shall be played in the afternoon or at night rests entirely 
with the home club. However, should a club elect to change from day to night, 
or vice versa, such club is required to so notify the visiting club at least twenty- 
four hours prior to the game time. 

Section 2. During the execution of a play should the lights go out before the 
play is completed, the umpire is to be the sole judge as to where play is to be 
resumed. 

Section 3. Games halted because of lighting difficulties or curfew shall be 
resumed at the stopping point with the same line-ups, insofar as is possible, at 
the next meeting of the two clubs. The official scorer is to furnish each club 
with the lineups. This replayed game shall take precedence over the pro- 
visions of Sections 10 and 11 of Article XIV. 

Section 4. No inning of any night game shall be started after twelve o'clock 
at night. 

ARTICLE XVI 


Section 1. The annual meeting of the League shall be held between December 
Ist and December 15th, at such time and place as the President may name. 
The fiscal year shall end on October 31st each year, and a financial report shall 
be rendered on or before November 15th each year. 

Section 2. Special meetings shall be called at the option of the President or 
upon the written call of a majority of the clubs. 

Section 3. The Constitution may be altered or amended by the majority vote 
of the League at any annual meeting of Directors. Any section of this con- 
stitution may be suspended for the season or amended between annual meetings 
by a unanimous vote of all directors present and not otherwise. 
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TEAM SPORTS 693 


BALL PARK TELEPHONES 


Cocoa: J. L. Patterson 328-W Cocoa 9131 
Daytona: Benny Kahn 2-3601 Daytona 7062 
DeLand: John Collier 1100 DeLand 9106 
Gainesville: Mac McGrew . 8441 Gainesville 9151 
Leesburg: H.R. Carpenter 441 Leesburg 9149 
Jax Beach: A. V. Burt, Jr. Jax 6-3663 Jax Beach None 
Orlando: Charlie Wadsworth . 4090 Orlando 3-6308 
Palatka: F. P. Green, Jr 195 Palatka 519W 
Sanford: Kent Chatelain, Jr. 148 Sanford 483 
St. Augustine: Harvey Lopez 51 St. Augustine 99 
PRESS AND RADIO WRITERS, ANNOUNCERS, EDITORS 
THE PRESS 
City Name Paper Issued Phone 
Cecoa: Grady McAllister .. Cocoa Tribune—Tuesdays-Thursdays 660-R 
Daytona: Benny Kahn News-Journal—AM and PM 2-3601 
DeLand: John Collier Sun-News—PM and Sundays 1100 
Gainesville: Mac McGrew Sun—PM and Sundays 8441 


Jax Beach: 
Jax: 


Leesburg: 
Orlando: 
Palatka: 


Sanford: 


St. Augustine: 


Tampa: 


AP- 
UP 


Jax: 


City 
Daytona: 


DeLand: 
Gainesville: 
Leesburg: 


Jax Beach: 
Jax: 


Orlando: 


Palatka: 
Sanford: 
St. 


Sanford: 


Augustine: 


Bill Strudell 
Aronld Finnefrock 
Joe Livingston 
Jack Grant 


. Journal—PM’s 


Ocean Beach Reporter—Friday 
Times-Union—AM’s and Sunday 


112-5-2301 
6-3082 
6-3663 


Commercial—Friday 15 


Chas. Wadsworth .. Morning Sentinel—AM and Sunday 3-4411 
Jack Ledoux Evening Star—PM 3-4411 
Tommy McGovern.. Orlando Post—Friday 2-4491 
Fred Green, Jr. Daily News—PM’s 195 
J. H. Lattir Times-Herald—Friday 192 
Kent Chatelain, Jr. Herald—PM’s 148 
Tom King Record—PM’s and Sunday 51 
Pete Norton Tribune—AM’s and Sunday 2-7777 
Wilbur Kinley Times—PM’s 2-2911 
Andy Anderson Associated Press, Jacksonville 6-2829 
Marion Harmon United Press, Sanford 999 
RADIO 
Name Station Phone 
Stewart Reame: WNDB Sports Editor 2-0531 
Bob Pattillo WNDB Game Announce. 2-0531 
Ray Clancy WMFJ Sports Editor 6491 
Ted Wilds WROD Sports Editor 1626 
Sam Mansfield WJBS Sports Editor 149 
Dick Pierce WJBS Game Announcer 149 
Otis Bogs, Norm Davis WRUF Game Announce? 3231 ext. 467 
Dolph Chamberlain WGGG __ Sports Editor 5791 
Zed White WLBE __ Sports Editor 552 
Randy Lewis WJVB Sports Editor 112-5-3674 
Fred Schilling WJHP Sports Editor 41-7711 
Harry Talbert WMBR Sports Editor 9-4475 
Dick Stratton W MBR-TV Sports Announce! 9-4475 
John McLean WDPQ Sports Editor 41-4421 
Dan Daniel WHOO Sports Editor 2-0773 
Don McAllister WDBO Sports Editor 6181 
Bocky Smith WLOF Sports Editor 8163 
Dean Norton WORZ Sports Editor 2-2451 
Herb Young WWPE Sports Editor 354 
Jim Fields WTRR Sports Editor 999 
Rob Sheppe WFOY Sports Editor 1622 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF THE 
GEORGIA-FLORIDA 
BASEBALL LEAGUE 


1957 
ARTICLE I. 


Name 


SECTION 1. This Association shall be called the 
Georgia-Florida League of Professional Baseball Clubs. 


ARTICLE Il. 
Objects 


SECTION 1. The objects of this League are: (a) 


To perpetuate baseball as the National game of the 
United States, and to surround it with such safeguards 
as to warrant absolute public confidence in its in- 
tegrity and methods. (b) To protect and promote the 
mutual interests of the professional baseball clubs and 
profession2zl baseball players; and (c) To establish 
and regulate the baseball championship of our territory. 


ARTICLE III. 


Membership _ 
SECTION 1. The League shall consist of -eight clubs, 
in the following cities, to-wit: Albany, Georgia, 
tek; ra; Moultrie, Georgia, Fitzgerald, 
Georgia, Thomasville, Georgia, Fifton, -Georgie;, Val- 
dosta, Georgia, and Waycross, Georgia, and such clubs 
as may from time to time be elected to membership as 
hereinafter provided for, but in no event shall there be 
more than one club in any city. This compact shali be 
binding from the date of its adoption. 


SECTION 2. Applications for membership, except 
to fill vacancies occuring during the playing season, 
shall be by ballot of the Directors of the League, a 
majority vote of the Directors, voting in meeting of 
Directors called by President, being requisite to ad- 
mission to membership. 


SECTION 3. To entitle applicants to membership 
to this League, application must be addressed to the 
President of the League and give: 


96797 O—5H7T—pt. 1 48 
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(1) The name of the city in which it is supposed 
to operate. 


(2) Name of the organization or individual seek- 
ing the Franchise, and in submitting the name 
of organization, or the individual, they must 
show the owners of said organization by giv- 


ing the individual names of said organization 
and make a financial showing that they are 
able to operate a club for the entire baseball 
season. 


(3) Post Guarantee Deposit to the emount of one- 
half the monthly club salary limit in this 
League, which deposit shall be made payable 
to the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues for the purpose required 
under the rules of this League and National 
Association Agreement. 


SECTION 4. All new members admitted to this 
League shall, in addition to depositing said guarantee 
checks, deposit with the President an amount equal 
to the share of each of the old members in the sink- 
ing fund of the league at the time of the admission 
of said new member. 


ARTICLE IV. 
Vacancies in Membership 


SECTION 1. The membership of any club may be 
terminated by (1) The resignation duly accepted by 
a majority of all the cluts in meeting duly con- 
vened. (2) Failure of any member to present its nine 
at the time and place agreed upon to play any champ- 
ionship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident 
in traveling. (3) Allowing open betting or pool selling 
upon its grounds or in any building owned or occupli- 
ed by it. (4) Playing any game of ball if disqualifi- 
ed under the rules of the National Association. (5) 
Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose 
any game of ball or faliure to immediately expel from 
its team any player who shall be proven guilty of 
offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting to lose 
any game of ball, or of being interested in any pool 
or wager thereon. (6) Failure to accept an umpire 
assigned by the President of the League. (7) Failure 
to furnish at each game adequate protection to 
guarantee order on the grounds and personal safety 
to all spectators, umpires and players. (8) Failure 
or refusing to fulfill its contractual obligations. (9) 
Wilfully violating any provision of this Constitution 
and By-Laws. (10) Disbandment of its organization 
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or team during the champicnship season or at any 
time during the life of this agreement. (11) By a 
two-thirds vote of the remaining clubs that for busi- 
ness reasons and the best interest of the League such 
membership shall no longer be desirable. 


SECTION 2. To carry into effect the provisions of 
Section 1 of this Constitution the facts in any case cov- 
ered by such sections must be reported to the Presi- 
dent of the League, who shall at once notify by mail 
or telegraph, the party charged with the specified de- 
fault or offense, inquiring whether any dispute exists 
as to the facts alleged. In case the facts are dis- 
puted, the Board of Directors shall, after due notice, 
try the case under such regulations as they mzy 
prescribe and their findings shall be final and con- 
clusive, when such findings shall be forwarded to each 
club which shall transmit to the President written bal- 
lots “For Expulsion” or “Against Expulsion” and if 
unanimous “For Expulsion” the President shall notify 
all clubs of the forfeiture of membership of the party 
charged. Action may be taken under Sub-Section 11 
of Section 1 at any meeting of the Directors of the 
League without the formalities herein set forth. 


SECTION 3. Upon conviction of any of these of- 
fenses prescribed in Section 1 as cause for expulsion, 


the Board of Directors may, in the first instance, as 
preliminary to, or in lieu of, expulsion impose a fine 
of not less than $200.00 which fine may include a 
penalty payable to eny other club or clubs, as com- 
pensation for damages sustained for such violation of 


this Consstitution or of the Legislation of contracts 
made in pursuance thereof. 


SECTION 4. The disbandment, withdrawal or expul- 
sion of any member of this Association shall operate 
as a complete forfeiture of franchise and players there- 
to belonging and of any right to share in the guarantee 
fund or any other fund deposited with the League by 
said member. Said franchise and players shall become 
the sole property of this League for such disposition as 
the Board of Directors of the League may designate. 


SECTION 5. In case a vacancy occurs in the mem- 
bership of the Association during the Championship 
season, the President shall have authority to imme- 
diately take over the franchise, and players belong- 
ing to said territory, and subject to the ratification of 
the Board of Directors, to transfer said membership 
franchise and players to eny corporation, partnership 
or individual in said territory that will assume and 
discharge, all obligations existing «gainst said terri- 
tory, and give satisfactory guarantee to continue said 
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membership and fulfill all contractual obligations. In 
case said membership cannot be re-established in said 
territory, the President shall nominate to the Board 
of Directors all applications for membership and a 
majority vote of the Board of Directors will be re- 
quired to admit any applicants to membership. Such 
membership, however, shall continue only until the 
next annual meeting, but such clubs shall be subject 
to all the rules and requirements of this organization 


and those of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues. 


SECTION 6. Any club member of this League find- 
ing itself unable to meet the obligation it has assumed 
during the playing season, shall have the right to 
ask the League for permission to dispose of its rights, 
and franchise, as a member of this League to some 
other City or Organization; but the City or Town select- 
ed must be approved by the President. The purchas- 
ing City or Organization shall be admitted to mem- 
bership provided said purchaser shall assume together 
with the rights and franchise of said retiring club, all 
the liabilities, responsibilities, and obligations entered 
into by said retiring club as a member of this Lea- 
gue. Provided, however, that the retiring club shall 
not be relieved or released from any contracts, respon- 
sibilities, or obligations entered into by it to this Lea- 
gue, until all of said contracts, responsibilities, and 
obligations have been fully paid and determined, by the 
club accepting its membership, rights, franchise, etc. 


SECTION 7. If any club operating a franchise in 
this League shall notify the President in writing on or 
before November 20th after the current season of any 
year is over, during the life of this agreement, that 
it will not operate its franchise during the following 
season, then it shall be the duty of the President to co- 
operate with such club owners in trying to place said 
franchise with other parties in said city, or some other 
city agreeable to the League, end if, and when, said 
franchise is so placed prior to Jan. 1st, following said 
notice, the parties taking over the franchise from the 
surrendering club shall deposit their guarantee check 
as herein provided, and their proportionate part of 
any then existing surplus, whereupon the President 
of the League shall return the guarantee check and 
its proportionate part of said surplus of the surrend- 
ering club less any expense incurred in placing said 
franchise and any indebtedness above named. Title 
to players on roster of surrendering club shall vest 
in the League from date of notice. 
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ARTICLE V. 
Guarantee Deposit Fund. 


SECTION 1. On or before January 10th of each year 
each club must deposit with the Treasurer of the Na- 
tional Association a certified check for an amount 
equal to one-half of the monthly salary limit per club 
allowed by the National Association in Leagues of this 
classification, as 2 Guarantee of Payment of any obli- 
gations due by the depositing club to its players or 
officials, this League, or other Leagues or clubs in 
the order named, and as a Guarantee egainst the viola- 
tion of any provision of the rules or this Constitution 
or of the legislation or contracts made in pursuance 
thereof, and further each club having placed the above 
sum with the National Association pledges to the Lea- 
gue that they honestly believe they can operate their 
Franchise for the year, so that in making this deposit 
it is understood that each club assigns to the Georgia- 
Florida League Treasurer the Guarantee Deposit Fund 
as a forfeit if any should fail to operate. 


SECTION 2. The guarantee deposit of any mem- 
ber of this League, together with its interest in the 
sinking fund of the League or in any fund or checks 
passing through the hands of the President of the 
League belonging to said member shall be subject to 
the payment of any fines, assessments or any other 
indebtedness due to the League or any other member 
of the League, by said member before any distribu- 
tion thereof shall be made. Any club failing to com- 


plete any season or which shall abandon its territory 
shall forfeit all rights, title and interest in the League 
including its guarantee deposit or any surplus funds 
in the treasury of the League at the time of said for- 
feiture and to any right, title or interest in the fran- 
chise theretofore held by it, together with said clubs 
interest in the contract of all players under contract 
to it, of all said interests vesting immediately in the 
League for the use and benefit of the remaining clubs. 


SECTION 3. Whenever it becomes necessary to use 


any part of the guarantee fund for the purpose of 
discharging the financial obligations of any club, said 
club shall be required to place the amount so used 
in discharging its obligations in the guarantee fund 
within fifteen days, or failing to do so, shall forfeit 
all its rights of membership in this League. 


SECTION 4. The Treasurer of the League is authori- 
zed to receive all checks from the National Associa- 


tion of Professional Baseball Leagues, payable to the 
Clubs of the League, and to cash said checks and make 
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authorized deductions payable to the League Treasurer, 
and remit balance of said checks to the proper club. 
Said League Treasurer to make strict accounting of 
all proceeds of such checks received in his office 
from the officers of said National Association. 


ARTICLE VI. 
Officers and Directors and Club Control 
Annual Meeting and Amendments to Constitution 


SECTION 1. The officers of this League shall be 
a President-Treasurer, a Vice-President and Secre- 
tary. The President and the Vice-President to be elect- 
ed at the Annual Meeting and only after receiving 
a majority vote of the entire Board of Directors. The 
Vice-President may also hold office of League Director. 
The Secretary is to be appointed by the President. 
Salaries of all officers shall be established annually 
by the Boerd of Directors. The Board of Directors 
shall consist of one member selected by each club, but 
no person shall be qualified to act as a Director who 
is not a bonafide resident and registered voter of the 
County in which the Club operates its franchise, nor 
shall any club under any circumstances be represent- 
ed by any of its players or managers, except he be 
the owner of the club, then he may be both manager 
and director, nor by more than one person on the 
Board; however, if a regularly elected Director is 
unable to attend any session of the Board of Direc- 
tors, the President or the League Director of each of the 
clubs shall designate some member meeting above 
qualifications for League Director to represent his 
club and act instead of the regular director in all 
actions of the Board, and said designation shall be in 
writing and signed by the President of the Club. The 
Board of Directors shall have general supervision of 
all affairs and business of the League. They shall 
hold special meetings upon the call of the President 
or a majority of the Board of Directors and at such 
time and place as the call may designate, a quorum 
for all meetings of the Board of Directors, both spe- 
cial and annual, shall consist of a majority of the 
Board of Directors. The President shall be ex-of- 
ficio Chairman of all committees except such special 
committees as the Board of Directors shall appoint 
with the Provision that he is not to be a member 
thereof. He shall preside at all meetings of the Board 
of Directors and in case of a tie vote of the Board 
of Directors, other than on the question of Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws, election of Officers and Salaries, 
he is authorized to cast his vote or in case the Vice- 
President is presiding, same authority is granted to 
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him. He shall have general supervision of the affairs 
of the League and shall do and perform all things 
which shall become necessary to protect the League 
and secure a strict compliance with the letter and 
spirit of this agreement by all parties who may be or 
may kecome connected with it. An appeal from any 
of his actions or rulings shall lie to the Board of Direc- 
tors except in the appointment and assignment of um- 
pires, decisions on protested games, rulings on the 
conduct of players, their discipline, and all regulations 
looking to the preservation of the order and diginity of 
the League. Two Copies of the Minutes of all meetings 
of the Board of Directors shall be forwarded promptly 
to each club. 


The President shall regulate all matters pertaining to 
the welfare of the League which may arise and which 
are not specifically provided herein. He shall be the 
custodian of all League funds and shall render a strict 
accounting of all receipts and disbursements at each 
annual meeting of the League, having his books audited 
by some reputable accountant and certified thereto. 


SECTION 2. Should a vacancy occure in the office 
of President or Vice-President during a playing sea- 
son, the Board of Directors shall, within one week, 
at a call meeting elect a new President, or shail by 
mail, vote and elect a new Vice-President. 


SECTION 3. When traveling on account of business 
of the League, the expense of the President, his Secre- 
tary, or both, shall be paid by the League. 


SECTION 4. The annual meeting of the League 
shall be held as early as practicable, in the discretion 
of the President, after the close of the championship 
season, and on or before November Ist of each year, 
at such time and place as the President may name. 


SECTION 5. A majority of the Board of Directors 
at an annual meeting shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business tut a less number may adjourn 
from time to time until a quorum is obtained. 


SECTION 6. The Constitution may be altered or 
amended at an annual meeting only by a majority vote 
of the entire Board of Directors. Any Section of this 
Constitution may be suspended for the season or 
amended by a three-fourths favorable vote of the Board 
of Directors between annual meetings and not other- 
wise. Said votes may be cast by wire, mail or at Direc- 
tors Meeting as the President of the League may elect. 


SECTION 7. Order of business Annual Meetings, 
unless suspended by a majority vote of the Board of 
Directors, shall be: (1) Reading minutes of previous 
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session.: (2) Report of the President to the Board 
of Directors. (3) Report of Committees. (4) Elec- 
tion of new members. (5) Amendments to Constitution 
and By-Laws. (6) New Business. (7) Election of 
Officers. 


SECTION 8. Each club belonging to this League 
shall have the right to regulate its own affairs, to 
establish its own rules, and to discipline, punish, sus- 
pend or expell its own manager, players, or the other 
employees, and these powers shall not be limited to 


cases of dishonest player or open insubordination, but 
shall include all questions of carelessness, indifference, 
or other conduct of the player that may be regarded 
by the club as prejudical to its interest, not in con- 
flict with, and at all times subject to, the provisions 
of this Constitution and the National Association Agree- 
ment of Professional Baseball Leagues, the Major-Minor 
League Rules. 


SECTION 9. Every club of this League shall have 
exclusive control of the City in which it is located 
and of the territory surrounding said City to the ex- 
tent of ten miles, in every direction from its corpora- 
tion limits, and no clubs of this League or member of 
any other League in organized ball shall under any 
corcumstances, except with the consent of the local 
League Club, be allowed to play any-club in such terri- 
tory other than the League Club therein located, nor 
shall any League Club within ten miles of the cor- 
porate limits of the City in which the League Club is 
located without the consent of the Local League Club. 


SECTION 10. The Board of Directors at any regular 
or called meeting may upon a majority vote of its 
members, elect to go into Executive Session for a 
transaction of its business. 


SECTION 11. (1) A Member may be represented 
at any meeting of this League by proxy given to 
another member of this League, if a certificate of ap- 
pointment of such proxy signed by an officer of such 
member, shall be filed with the President of this Lea- 
gue before or when the Meeting shall be called to 
order. 


(2) Upon demand of any member of 
the Board, a vote upon any question before any meet- 
ing shall be written ballot. 


SECTION 12. Except as the League may otherwise 
order, no person other than the President of this Lea- 
gue shall give out any information regarding matters 
considered or transacted at meetings of this League. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
Assessments and Admission Prices 


SECTION 1. Each club in the League shall be 
assessed its pro rata share of expenses of the League 
and it shall be paid weekly on the first Monday before 
the start of the Championship Season and on each 
succeeding Monday thereafter into the League Treasury 
and said weekly assessment shall be determined each 
year by the Directors. The receipt of all games play- 
ed during the Championship Season, with the excep- 
tion of the Play-Off Games, shall be the property of 
the home clubs after paying the above weekly assess- 
ments; and the general admission shall not be less than 


54¢ (which does not include any tax) for all white 
adults, and shall be left optional with each club as to 


admission prices for all white children, colored adults, 
and colored children, and in event of books of ten 
games or more, the admission price for white adults 
shall not be less than 50¢ for each admission (which 
does not include any tax.) And in the event of sea- 
sonal passes or memberships, admission prices for white 
adults’ tickets will be left up to the individual club. 
However each club may schedule one “Ladies Day or 
Night” game per week, at which the admission price 
for women may be reduced and also each club may 
schedule as many as ten (10) promotional games per 
season, at which the adult admission price may be re- 
duced below the minimum established above. 


SECTION 2. All clubs shall pay their own expenses 
while on the road. 


SECTION 3. All funds derived by the League from 
any source other than the guarantee fund, including 
the League’s share of the gate receipts, or any post- 
season series, or championship series, from any other 
source, shall be combined in one fund called the sink- 


ing fund, out of which the League’s expenses shall be 
met. 


SECTION 4. The President shall be empowered from 
time to time to assess each club its equal share of the 
expenses of the League if the regular funds accuring 
to the sinking fund under the provisions of this agree- 


ment are not sufficient to cover the items chargeable 
to said fund. 
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SECTION 5. The home club shall prepare a game 
statement on each game, indicating attendance, on a 
form ‘supplied by the President and these statements 
shall be mailed to the President’s Office each week. 


SECTION 6. The League’s assessment shall be for- 
warded to the President by the home club on Monday 
of each week, with their voucher check, and failure 
to do this promptly shall subject the home club to a 
fine of ten per cent of the amount due the League. 
It shall be imperative on the President that he check 
the reports and checks. 


SECTION 7. No card complimentary passes good on 
all League grounds shall be issued except by the 
President of the League. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
Salary Limits and Player Contracts 


SECTION 1. No club of this League shall have a 
total monthly salary roll in excess of Maximum amount 
allowed all Class D Clubs, exclusive of the manager, 
for the period beginning 30 days after the opening of 
the season and ending 20 days before its close. 


SECTION 2. Any compensation paid a player by a 
club for the performance of any duty other than pro- 
vided for in the Uniform Player’s Contract, must be 
set forth in the player’s contract; and shall be counted 
towards the clubs monthly salary limit—except that 
the clubs in this League may pay not more than two 
players for bona-fide service as drivers of the club’s 
bus, a total monthly payment of not more than $50.00, 
which compensation will not be counted towards the 
monthly salary limit. 


SECTION 3. Any player who shall show to the 
satisfaction of the President of the League, or its Board 


of Directors, that the terms of his formal contract are 
exceeded or violated in any manner whatsoever, either 
directly or indirectly by an officer, manager, or mem- 
ber of the club, or League, shall be declared a free 
agent and the offending club is prohibited from re- 
signing such player or acquiring his services during 
the season in whe he is released; and any game in 
which such player participates after notification shall 
be forfeited. 


SECTION 4. Any club exceeding the salary limit 
shall be fined one hundred dollars in addition to any 
fine imposed by the National Association, and any club 
or player guilty of signing a false affidavit shall also be 
punished as prescribed by the National Association. 
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SECTION 5. The President is directed to see that 
the salary limit provided for herein is enforced and 
to that end, he is authorized and empowered to re- 


quire any club to present any of its books or papers 
to him at any time he may direct, in order that the 
facts may be ascertained, and the President is further 
empowered to summon any player before him or his 
agent to be examined as to the terms of his contract, 
and the amount that he is receiving from the club 
with which he is player, both directly and/or indirectly. 


SECTION 6. No player shall be allowed to partici- 
pate in any game after the opening of the sezson, un- 
less the President of the League has been notified 
of such contract having been made, stating salary and 
classification. If this rule is violated the club using 
such player shall forfeit the game by a score of 9 to 
0. The President shall keep a record of all contracts 
which shall be open to inspection by all clubs in the 
League. Each club must forward all of its player 
contracts immediately to the President of the Na- 
tional Association who shall, after approving and re- 
cording them in his office, forward them to the Presi- 
dent of this League to be made a matter of record in 
the League Office before being returned to the Club 
to which the Contract belongs. 


SECTION 7. The notice to the President of the 
League in the preceding section shall be by writing 
on the prescribed form set up by the President and 
placed in the mail immediately after signing said play- 
er; if player is signed on the day of the game in which 
he participates, said notice as above must bear post- 
mark of the day player signed or must be handed to 
the Umpire-In-Chief along with the regular eligible 
list of players and both said lists forwarded by the 
Umpire-In-Chief to the President of the League. 


ARTICLE IX. 
Player Limits and Classification 


SECTION 1. For a period of thirty (30) days after 
the opening of the scheduled season clubs in this 
League may carry twenty-one (21) active players, 
but thereafter until the period beginning twenty (20) 
days prior to the close of the Championship Season, 
no club may carry more than sitxeen (16) active 
players including the manager, if a player manager, 
bench manager not included. Each club in the Lea- 
gue shall have on its Active List at all times dur- 
ing the Championship Season not less than six (6) 
Rookies (however, should a club carry less than At- 
tive Player Limit then the number required Rookies 
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to be carried sh:ll be reduced by the number of play- 
ers carried less than the Active Player Limit), and shall 
not have on its Active List at any time during the 
Championship season, more than two (2) Veterans. 


SECTION 2. The status of a Player-Manager may 
be changed to thet of Non-Playing Manager and back 
to that of Player-Manager not more than once during 
the championship season. The status of a Non-Play- 
ing Manager may be changed to that of Player-Man- 
ager and back to that of Non-Playing Manager not 
more than once during a championship season. (See 
Section 15.07 (c) (4) of National Association agreement 
for further details.) 


SECTION 3. The first thirty (30) days after the 
opening of the scheduled season, and the last twenty 
days of the scheduled season, the five (5) additional 
men allowed to be carried must be players of not 
higher classification than “Limited Service.” 


SECTION 4. At the beginning of the championship 
season, each club shall supply to the President a list 
of all its players, and shall thereafter to the close of 
the season notify him promptly of all players signed 
or released or suspended. The penalty for each fail- 
ure to comply with the provisions of this section shall 
be a fine of $500.00. 


SECTION 5. No club shall dispose of a player to 
any other club in this League within a period of 
twenty (20) days prior to the close of the current 
playing season to play during said season. 

SECTION 6. In case of player released by clubs, such 
players cannot be reinstated under fourteen (14) days. 


ARTICLE X. 


Umpires and Official Scorers. seven (7) 
SECTION 1. A staff of League Umpires, nme 
in number, shall be selected by the President before 
the opening of the regular season. 


(a) They shall be allowed their re- 


numeration for services which shall 


be fixed at the discretion of the 
President. 


(b) Umpires and players rooming to- 
gether is prohibited. 


(c) They shall be under the sole 
control and direction of the Presi- 
dent, from whom they will re- 
ceive all assignments to duty, and 
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all instructions regarding the in- 
terpretation of playing rules, and 
the President shall prescribe a 
proper uniform for them, all parts 
of which shall be worn while of- 
ficiating as umpires. 


(d) In the event of the failure of an 
umpire to umpire a game assigned 
to him, it shall be the duty of the 
President to provide a _ substitute 
to umpire said game, and in each 
case there shall be deducted from 
the next payment to the League 
Umpire the sum of one day’s pay 
for each game assigned to him 
which for any reason, than sick- 
ness (certificate by reputable phy- 
sician), he shall have failed to um- 
pire. 


SECTION 2. It shall be the duty of each club to 
accept as Umpire for any championship game such um- 
pire or substitute as the President shall assign to such 
game, and only in the event or failure of the Umpire 
so assigned to appear at the hour for the beginning 
of such game, shall the duty devolve upon the home 
club to designate from the players, of the visiting 
club, on the bench, and not in the game, one player 
and from the home club, one player, both of whom 
must be accepted as the umpires for the game, said 
player-umpires to be paid Two dollars and One-half 
(2.50) each by the President, to be deducted from 
the salary of the Official umpire at fault. The Um- 
pire or substitute sent by the President must report by 
sixty minutes previous to game to the local manager 
and should he te ill, or for other causes not able to um- 
pire, he must so report. 


SECTION 3. The League President shall investigate 
any riot or disturbance at a League game and if he 
finds that ample police protection has not been fur- 
nished or precaution taken by the officials of said 
club he shall fine said club not less than Fifty Dollars 
($50.00) nor more than Two Hundred and Fifty Dol- 
lars ($250.00) for the offense. 


SECTION 4. Any umpire is subject to removai by 
the President, who has full power to fill all vacancies. 


SECTION 5. The Official Scorer of each club shall 
be appointed by the League President and shall be 
paid by the League Treasurer on the first day of 
each month during the Championship Season. Fee for 
scorers to be set each year by Board Directors. 





750 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


ARTICLE XI. 
Fines 


SECTION 1. All penalties imposed upon any club 
or its players, or officials by an umpire, shall be re- 
ported immediately after the game to the manager 
of the club, and in writing to the President of the 
League. The League President shall notify the of- 
fending player or club in writing requiring compliance 
with penalties imposed within the time he may pre- 
scribe; the player will be suspended until paid; and 
25 per cent penalty will be added to the fine for 
each delinquent day. 


SECTION 2. Any manager or player who shall 
take hold of any umpire or his clothing or hold him 
or shove him or intentionally step on his feet shall 
be removed from the game and suspended and fined 
by the President in addition to any penalty that might 
apply through National Association channels. The 
Umpire shall remove from the game any manager or 
player when he thinks it is for the best interest of 
the game. Where in the opinion of the umpire, either 
during the game or after the game, profane or ob- 
scene language is used by a player or manager that 
is audible in the stands; he shall report the same to 
the President of the League, who shall impose a pen- 
alty at his discretion; and further if some reliable 
information is reported to the President that the Um- 
pire did not make such a report when he should have, 
then the President shall impose a pentalty against 
the Umpire at his discretion. In all cases, a suspended 
player or manager must be kept off the playing 
grounds during the period of suspension. 


SECTION 3. Any player, not including manager, put 
out of the game by an umpire, after the first offense, 
shall be automatically fined a minimum of $5.00 for 
his next offense, and thereafter a minimum of $10.00 
for each successive time he is removed from. the 
game—and also said player is automatically suspended 
for not less than 2 days for each successive time he 
is removed from the game, after the fourth ejection. 


Any manager, either playing or non- 
playing, put out of the game by an umpire, after the 
first offense, shall be automatically fined a minimum 


of $7.50 for his next offense, and thereafter a mini- 
mum of $15.00 for each sucessive time he is removed 
from the game — and also said manager is automa- 
tically suspended for not less than 2 days for each 
successive time he is removed from the game, after 
the fourth ejection. 
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It is understood that when a manager 
or a player is removed from the game for fighting 
(which automatically removes both players if both 
players pass at each other) it is not counted a “time- 
out” in reference to suspensions; although it is counted 
a “time-out” in reference to fines. 


Any player’s or manager’s misconduct 
after a ball game shall be handled by the umpires 
just as if the offense was committed during a game 
and the penalties shall apply. The Umpires must 
notify the player, or manager, that technically speak- 
ing, he is “out of game”. 


It Is Understood that the above auto- 
matic fines and suspensions do not interfere with the 
President’s authority and rights to hand out additional 
fines and suspensions for any amount or for any num- 
ber of days for any offense, whether the first or other 
wise. 


SECTION 4. Any manager who permits his club to 
indulge in conduct on the field that is calculated to 
turn any scheduled game into a farce or burlesque 
shell be fined the sum of $50.00 and any player in- 
dulging in such conduct shall be fined $25.00. 


SECTION 5. The owner, manager or captain of any 
club, who by his orders causes his team to leave the 
field during progress of a championship game, shall 
te fined $200.00. 


SECTION 6. No person shall be allowed on any 
players’ bench during the progress of a championship 
game unless a member of the club in uniform except a 
trainer or bench manager. Neither shall players of op- 
posing clubs visit each other’s bench during the game. 
No other person than the above and policemen, the 
ground keeper, one bat boy for each club and one ex- 
tra boy to look after the balls is allowed within the 
enclosure of playing field. This rule applies to any 
one vending soft drinks or anything else after com- 
mence of game, except in case of an overflow crowd. 


SECTION 7. All clubs are required to be fully 
uniformed. 


SECTION 8. Any club failing to present its nine 


at a time and place scheduled for a championship 
game unless caused by an unavoidable accident in 
traveling shall be fined the sum of $150.00, in addition 
to any other fine herein provided, which shall be paid 
by the offending club to the President of the League 
for the benefit of the club with which said game was 
scheduled. 
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SECTION 9. Any club reimbursing players or pay- 
ing the fines of players for fines imposed by the um- 
pire, or President of the League, shall be subjected to 
a penalty to be paid to the League of an amount 
double the sum of the fine so paid or reimbursed. 


SECTION 10. The umpire shall require all pl2yers 
making the last out or last handling of the ball in 
play when the game ends, to return the ball to the 
home club. Any player failing or refusing to comply 
with this order shall te fined the sum of $2.00 for 
the benefit of the home club. 


SECTION 11. Any manager or player who, in the 
judgment of the umpire is guilty of conduct in de- 
laying or endeavoring to hurry completion of the game 
in the act of stalling when darkness, weather, or other 
conditions make calling off the game possible, shall be 
subject to a fine of not less than $25.00 or more than 
$100.00, as the case may warrant in the judgment of 
the League President. 


ARTICLE XII. 
Disputes and Complaints 


SECTION 1. The President of the League shall in- 
vestigate, determine and settle disputes between clubs, 
subject to the rules of the National Association and 


this Constitution, and his findings shall be final. How- 
ever, the Board of Directors may cverrule the decision 
of the President by a unanimous vote by mail when a 


written statement is submitted to the President and by 
him transmitted to each member of the Board of Direc- 
tors. 


SECTION 2. The President shall at once consider 
eny complaint preferred by a club against manager or 
player of another club (prior to the expiration of the 
championship season) for conduct in violation of any 
provision of this Contstitution, or prejudical to the 
good repute of the game of taseball; and shall have 
power to fine, suspend or expel such player or man- 
ager, provided that such complaint is preferred in 
writing giving such particulars as may enable the 
President to ascertain the facts. 


SECTION 3. In case a player shall, during a cur- 
rent season prefer a complaint in writing to the Presi- 
dent of the League against the club employing him, 
alleging that such club is in arrears to him for salary 


for more than thirty days after such salary becomes 
due, the President shall at once transmit to the said 
club a copy of said complaint and require an answer 
thereto. If no receipt of such answer, or if one week 
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shall have lapsed without the receipt of such answer, 
the President shall find the player’s complaint sus- 
tained, he shall require the club, under penalty of 
forfeiture of membership to pay the player forthwith 
the full amount ascertained to be due him; provided 


that should the player refuse to serve the club, pend- 
ing action by the President on his complaint, he will 
thereby forfeit the benefit of the award and in such 
case the President shall revoke the award. 


SECTION 4. Any player who shall have been ex- 
pelled, suspended or disciplined by a club may, within 
thirty days after the date of expulsion, suspension or 
discipline, file with the President a written statement 
of his defense, accompanied by a request that an appeal 
be allowed him. The President shall notify the club 
of the request for an appeal, accompanying such notice 
with a copy of the appeal, and at the next annual 
meeting, the club, by its duly authorized representa- 
tives, and the applicant in person, by attorney, or by 
written statement, shall appear before the Board of 
Directors with their testimony. The Board of Direc- 
tors shall impartially hear the matter and render their 
decision, which shall be final and forever binding on 
both club and player. 


SECTION 5. No director shall sit in trial of a case 
in which his clnb is interested. 


SECTION 6. Any expense of trials or arbitration 
shall be borne by the parties* adjudged to be at fault. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
Playing Rules, Schedules, Protested Games, Etc. 


SECTION 1. This League shall use the playing rules 
of the National Association of Professional Baseball 
League and any rules the League may adopt as long 
as they do not conflict with the National Association. 


SECTION 2. The date of the championship season 
shall be determined by the Board of Directors. 


SECTION 3. Every game played between two clubs 
from the commencement to the conclusion of the 
championship season shall be a championship game. 


SECTION 4. All championship games shall be ar- 
ranged in a written schedule, to be adopted by a ma- 
jority vote of the entire Board of Directors, before the 
opening of the season. The schedule shall provide for 
an equal number of home and road games where prac- 
ticable, and specify the dates of each game and of 
each series of games. Any club requesting a transfer 
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from the regular schedule of games, shall make ap- 
plication in writing, signed by both of the club Presi- 
dents to the President of the League for approval. No 
game shall be transferred except by the approval of 
the League President. 


SECTION 5. The playing schedules shall include 
not less than six (6) games per week. 


SECTION 6. The League Champion shall be the 
team finishing first in the regular schedule, and in 
event of a tie for first place, one game to determine 
final position shall be played between the two clubs 
so tied, on the following date after the close of the 
regular Championship Season, site to be determined 
by toss of coin, and the game so played shall be 
counted in determining the awarding of the final position 
of said two teams for the Championship, and the 
averages of the players in the above game are not 
extended into the Official Averages, nor is the game 
recorded in the Official Standing of the Clubs, except 
to designate which Club did win the Play-Off Game. 


SECTION 7. Fifteen (15) minutes before the be- 
ginning of each game the umpire shall be furnished 
with six (6) official Georgia-Florida League balls, 
which shall be new, and he shall have sole charge of 
same. If at anytime during the progress of the game 
the supply of balls in Umpire-In-Chief’s possession 
are reduced to three (3) in number the home club 
shall at once deliver the Umpire-In-Chief two (2) 
additional balls the condition of which is accepta- 
ble to him. Managers of clubs and umpires failing 
to comply with and to enforce this rule shall be sub- 
ject to a fine of $15.00 for each and every offense. 
In an emergency permission may be granted by the 
League President for use of other than official ball. 


SECTION 8. The manager of each club five (5) 
minutes prior to each game will be required to fur- 
nish to the Umpire-In-Chief and opposing manager 
for that day a list of his eligible players, showing 
their classification, such list in turn to be submitted 
by the umpire to the League President to be made a 
matter of record in his ifles. 


SECTION 9. Manager of the home club must give 
the umpire and visiting club manager a written copy 
of the ground rules at least five (5) minutes before 
game time, and the Umpire must mail his copy to the 
League President after each game. 


SECTION 10. During the last ten (10) days of the 
championship season, as well as during Shaughnessy 
Games, if the local manager desires to postpone a 
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game, on account of weather, lighting equipment, or 
the fitness of playing field, it must not be without 
the consent of League President or his duly appointed 
Umpire-In-Chief. 


SECTION 11. The first game of any doubleheader 
(either night or day) will be designated as a seven 
(7) inning game, end the second game will be desig- 
nated as a nine (9) inning game. Night doublehe:d- 
ers will be allowed, provided the first game starts 
Not Earlier Than 5:30 P. M. and Not Later Than 7:30 
P. M. It is understood that any game started Not 
Earlier Than 5:30 P. M. Is A Night Game, and that the 
lights must be turned on, when requested by the Um- 
pire-In-Chief, and it is also understood that it is a 
Day Game if same starts Earlier Than 5:30 P. M. (Lights 
cannot be turned on for completion of a day game.) If 
first game of scheduled night doubleheader is postponed 
on account of rain, the home club has the right and 
privilege to announce And play a single game that 
night. However, the first g2me must net be called off 
earlier than 5:30 P. M. and not later than 7:30 P. M. 
Any scheduled doubleheader must not be called off te- 
fore 5:30 P. M. or any scheduled single game must 
not be called off before 6 P. M. Any scheduled double- 
header may be played as a day and night game. on 
option of the home club. The visiting club shall be 
given twenty-four (24) hours notice prior to starting 
of game. 


SECTION 12. When a game is called off on ac- 
count of rain before the completion of four and one- 
half innings, or postponed for any cause whatsoever, 
such game must be played off e‘ther as a Double- 
header or as an Afternoon and Night game, during 
the same series, weather permitting, between the same 
clubs on same grounds, and if advertised to be pley- 
ed as an Afternoon game and a Night game and the 
Afternoon game should have to be postponed, then a 
Doubleheader shall be played that night instead of 
just one game; and if not possible to play it during 
the s?me series, it must be played on first day dur- 
ing the next subsequent series, weather permitting, 
between the same clubs on the same grounds, either 
as a Doubleheader or as an Afternoon and Night 
game, and if advertised to be played as an After- 
noon and Night game and the Afternoon game should 
have to be postponed, then a doubleheeder shall be 
played that night instead of just one single game: and 
if not possible to play on first day, must be played 
on second day, weather permitting, either as a Double- 
header or as an Afternoon game and a Night game, 
end if advertised to be played as an Afternoon and 
Night game and the Afternoon game should have to 
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be postponed, then a Doubleheader shall te played 
that night instead of just one single game. 

The above provisions apply to all postponed or tie 
games which are required under the rules to be played 
off. No written agreement between clubs will be ac- 
ceptable to the League Office postponing games to a 
later-series—games must be played in the same series, 
or the next series weather permitting. 


SECTION 13. If however, all of the series of games 
scheduled on any ground have been ended and such 
tied or postponed games unplayed, while a series of 
games remains to be played in the city of the original 
visiting club, between the same two clubs then such 
game shall, if possible be played off on the ground 
of the original visiting club, on first day during the 
next subsequent series, and if not possible to play on 
first day must be played on second d:zy if possible. 


SECTION 14. In the event of a game being stopped 
for any cause before the completion of four and one- 
half innings the home club shall issue rain checks 
good for any succeeding game. 


SECTION 15. No championship geme shall be played 
with any ball other than the official ball es adopted 
by this League. 


SECTION 16. The home club must use every facility 
in its possession to protect the grounds from rain. 


SECTION 17. The decision as to whether a regular 
scheduled game of the championship season shall be 
played in the afternoon or at night rests entirely with 
the home club. However, should the club elect to 
change from day to night or vice versa, such club is re- 
quired to so notify the visiting club and the President 
of the League at least twenty-four hours prior to 
game time. 


SECTION 18. During the execution of a play should 
the lights go out before the play is completed the um- 
pire is to be the sole judge as to where play is resumed. 


SECTION 19. (a) Games terminated before nine 


innings have been completed because of darkness, a 
curfew imposed by the League or Law, or light failure, 
shall be known as “Suspended Game.” No game shall 
be a Suspended Game unless it has progressed far 


enough to have been a Regulation Game under the pro- 
visions of Baseball Rules 4.10 and 4.11. And no game 
shall be a Suspended Game after nine innings have 
been completed. 
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(b) When such Suspended Game is completed, it 
shall be resumed at the point of interruption of the 
original game, with the same personnel of the original 
game, as nearly as possible, and shall be completed 
preliminary to the next regular single scheduled game 
— that is, a Suspended Game shall take precedence 
over anyother regular single or postponed game. Such 
Suspended Game may be scheduled for completion on 
the same day as two (2) championship games are play- 


ed, if that is thee last day on which the Suspended 
Game may be completed. 


(c) Should there be a light failure and a competent 
employee of the Power Company informs the umpire 
that same cannot be repaired within 60 minutes, then 
game must be terminated. 


SECTION 20. Exhibition games may be played in 
the Georgia-Florida League after the opening date of 
the Championship Season. 


SECTION 21. The light of the playing field must 
be turned on when requested by the Umpire-In-Chief, 
for completion of any game started Not Earlier Than 
5:30 P. M. (EST), (it is understood in our League un- 
der Section 11, Article 13, that any game started Not 
Earlier Than 5:30 P. M. Is A Night Game, and that any 
game started Earlier than 5:30 P. M. is a Day Game. 


SECTION 22. No new inning (a new inning begins 
immediately when the third man is out) of any night 
game shall be started after 11:50 P. M. (EST). 


SECTION 23. No new inning (a new inning begins 
immediately when the third man is out) of a Sunday 
game shall be started after 6:30 P. M. (EST). 


SECTION 24. Players, including managers, removed 
from games, except by the Umpires, will be allowed to 
remain in the park and warm up pitchers at home plate 
and in the bull pen, but will not be allowed to partici- 
pate in the game as an Active Player, Coach or run 
bases or pinch hit, etc., except manager will ke allowed 
to coach. 


SECTION 25. Managers or Players must not carry 


on idle conversation with the umpires during the pro- 
gress of a game. 


SECTION 26. Player should not approach the 
stands and converse with spectators before or during 
the progress of a ball game. 


SECTION 27. Visitors will not be allowed on the 
Players bench or on the field at any time. 
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SECTION 28. No one is permitted in the umpires 
dressing room except the President of the League. 


SECTION 29. The “Quick Pitch” is prohibited. 


SECTION 30. The pitcher must take the sign from 
the catcher while on or straddle the rubber. The pur- 
pose of this is to avoid any unnecessary delay in the 
progress of a game. 


SECTION 31. There shall be no appeal from the 
decision of the Umpire-In-Chief on a half-swing. His 
decision must, and will be, final. 


SECTION 32. Either club may protest any game 
by giving notice thereof to the umpire-in-chief, official 
scorer, and manager or captain of the opposing club, 
immediately after the happening event upon which 
protest is based and before another ball is pitched, 
and to the League President within twenty-four (24) 
hours after the game is finished, by telegraph or letter, 
briefly stating therein the cause of the protest, and 
also shall be included the club’s check in the sum of 
$25.00 as a “Protest” Fee from the Protesting Club, and 
if protest is allowed the $25.00 will be returned to the 
Protesting Club, otherwise same will go into the Lea- 
gue Treasury. Within four (4) days, after finish of said 
protest game both clubs must file with the President 
of the League such affidavits or documentary evidence 
relative to such protests as they may deem proper. In 
case such protest be not completed within said time by 
protesting club, the protest shall be null and void. If 
the protesting club shall complete the protest as afore- 
said, the President of the League shall pass on the case 
within ten (10) days after filing of proof. There shall 
be no appeal from the President’s decision. All tele- 
grams sent to the President in protested games must 
be prepaid. 


SECTION 33. No protest will be entertained by the 
President of the League on a question of playing rules 
unless it is made by the manager of the offended club 
at the time the play occurs and before another ball has 
been pitched, thus giving the umpire an opportunity to 
reverse a decision in error without affecting the game. 


SECTION 34. At the close of the regularly schedul- 
ed championship season, where no split or play-off is 


provided, the President shall prepare a tabulated state- 
ment of the games played and won, and lost by each 
club, according to the reports in the official scores, and 
the club which shall have made the highest percentage 
of victories shall be declared the championship club. 
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ARTICLE XIV 
Ground Rules 


SECTION 1. The League shall adopt such ground 
rules and playing rules as it sees fit; and in adopting 
the following ground rules we have kept in mind the 
principle of “Keep the Ball in Play Whenever and 
Wherever Possible.” 


SECTION 2. It is required that batting and field- 
ing practice will commence one hour prior to the game. 
This time is to be divided as follows: 


BATTING FOR VISITING CLUB 30 minutes. 
(In case of night games, visiting club must be per~ 


mitted batting practice under the lights if request- 
ed). 


FIELDING FOR HOME CLUB 10 minutes. 
FIELDING FOR VISITING CLUB 10 minutes. 
CONDITIONING PLAYING FIELD 10 minutes. 


SECTION 3. On all over-throws to a base or to 
the plate; on wild pitches; and pass balls, or unless 
the ball passes from the Playing Field, it shall remain 
in play; and runners may advance at their own risk 
as many bases as they can. (Naturally the stands, 
bleachers, dug-outs, and any other part of the field 
so designated by the home club are not considered 
the Playing Field). Should a thrown ball stick or 
lodge in the screen or stands; it shall be regarded as 
having passed from the Playing Field and the ball shall 
be dead. If the ball should hit anything in the con- 
fines of the Playing Field, other than the dug-outs, 
e, g. the bat boy. The Ball Shall Remain In Play. 


SECTION 4. When a pitched ball sticks in the 
screen, or lodges in stand; or goes into the stands; the 
base runner shall be entitled to advance one base; and 
the ball shall be dead. 


SECTION 5. Where a thrown ball goes into a stand 
for spectators or over or through any fence surround- 
ing the Playing Field; or into the players bench 
(whether the ball rebounds into the field or not) or 
remains in the meshes of a wire screen, or lodges in a 
stand; or goes out of the Playing Field; the runner or 
runners shall be entitled to two bases. When a first 
throw is made by an infielder, in awarding such bases 
shall be governed by the position of the runner or 
runners at the time the ball was pitched. When the 
throw is made ty an out-fielder or is the result of 
any following plays or attempted plays, the award 
shall be governed by the position of the runner or 
runners at the time the last throw was made. 
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SECTION 6. When a pitcher throws a ball from 
the rubber to a baseman in an effort to catch a base 
runner, and the ball gets away and _ ~2goes_ into 
the stands, or dugouts, or out of the Playing Field or 
is carried from the field by a spectator; the base run- 
ner shall be entitled to advance one Lase. 


SECTION 7. The fielder is confined to the limits of 
the Playing Field. However, he may reach over any 
line of demarcation to make a catch. No interference 
should be allowed where the fielder or catcher reaches 
over a fence, railing, rope, or into the stands to catch a 
ball. He does so at his own risk. However, should a 
spectator reach out onto the Playing Field and prevent 
a player from catching the ball; then the batsman 
should be called out for the spectator’s interference. 


(1) A ball hitting any wire in foul territory landing 
in foul or fair territory is a foul ball. 


(2) A ball hitting any wire in fair territory is judged 
where ball hits ground. 


(b) No catch off the poles, reflectors, transformers, etc. 
attached to poles in foul territory and ball is dead. 


SECTION 8. (a) A catch is good off all the wires 
on Playing Field. (This includes electric wires, guy 
wires, telephone wires, etc.) 


(c) No catch off the poles, reflectors, transformers, etc. 
attached to poles in fair territory and the ball is 
in play. 


SECTION 9. It is ruled a Home run: 


(a) When a batted ball goes over a fence enclosing 
the park, or goes into any stands in fair territory 
at a distance over 250 ft. from home plate. (For the 
purpose of this rule all Score Boards, and Poles, 
attached to the fence from the outside or inside, 
or if part of the fence, is considered out of the 
park; provided in judgment of the umpire the bat- 
ted ball hits the Score Board, or Pole above the 
top of the regular fence; and in order to aid Um- 
pire in his judgment there must be painted a white 
line, not less than six (6) inches wide, at top of 
regular fence where said above Score Board or 
Poles are attached to fence,and of course, it is a 
Home Run when the ball hits any Pole, Score 
Board, Wires or any other object which is outside 
of the fence.) 
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(b) When a batted ball hits any object in fair terri- 
tory (such as poles, reflectors, electric wires, guy 
wires, dressing rooms, score boards, etc.) and is 
deflected over the fence before hitting the ground. 


(c) If a batted ball bounces over a fence or rolls un- 
der or through a fence, it is automatically held to 
two bases, but on the other hand if a fielder picks 
the ball up and pushes it through the fence or 
under the fence or throws or kicks it over the 
fence, there should be a stiff penalty for such 
conduct. So, therefore, rule that the batter be 
given a Home Run, 


(d 


— 


All clubs are prohibited from making any other 
rules, other than the above, in reference to what 
constitutes a Home Run. 


SECTION 10. The umpires shall also ascertain from 
the home manager whether any Special Ground Rules 
are necessary, and if such be necessary, he shall ad- 
vise the opposing manager and see that each is duly 
enforced; provided they do not conflict with any of 
the above ground rules, and are acceptable to the man- 
ager of the visiting club; and same must be printed 
on back of Player List handed to umpires. 
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CONSTITUTION 
of 
THE INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL 
BASEBALL CLUBS 


Adopted at New York, N. Y., February 4, 1930. 


As Amended and revised in accordance with its provisions 
up to and including February 2, 1957. 


ARTICLE I. NAME 


This Association shall be called THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL BASE- 
BALL CLUBS. 


ARTICLE II. OBJECT 
The objects of this league shall be: 


(1) To perpetuate baseball as the National 
Game of the United States and to foster its 
extension in the Dominion of Canada. 

(2) To merit and maintain absolute public con- 
fidence in the integrity and methods of pro- 
fessional baseball in this League. 

(3) To promote and protect the mutual interests 
of professional baseball clubs and players. 

(4) To establish and regulate the annual cham- 
pionship of this League and baseball games 
of its members with other leagues and with 
other baseball clubs. 


ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP 
Location 


Sec. ] (a) This league shall consist of eight (8) members, 
each of which shall be a corporation, conducting a 
professional baseball club in the following cities: 

Buffalo, N.Y. 

Columbus, Ohio 

Havana, Cuba 

Miami, Fla. 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
Richmond, Va. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


and in such other city or cities as this League 
acting pursuant to this Constitution or any 
Amendment thereof, may from time to time de- 
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termine; provided, however, that except by unani- 
mous agreement of the then existing membership 
of this League, there shall never be more than 
one (1) club in any city, nor less than eight (8) 
clubs in this League. 

(b) No member shall change its location to any 
other city unless authorized by the affirmative 
vote of at least five (5) other Members of this 
League, at an annual or Special Meeting, or in 
case of emergency by mail or telegraphic vote. 


Duration 


Each club’s franchise or right of membership in 
this League shall be for a period of fifty (50) 
years. A Certificate of Membership shall be issued 
to each member of this League, signed by the 
President and Secretary of this League and by 
the President of each member. 


Ownership and Control 


No member of this League, either by itself or 
through any officer, stockholder or agent, shall be 
or become interested, directly or indirectly by any 
means whatsoever, in the ownership, control, con- 
duct or operation of any other member; and no 
person shall be directly or indirectly a stockholder 
or officer of more than one (1) member of this 
League. 


Loans to Members 


No member of this League, either by itself, or 
through any officers, stockholders or agent, shall 
loan money to any other member or person holding 
ten (10) percent or more of the stock of any other 
member, unless prior thereto, all facts pertaining 
to such loan and to any security therefore shall 
be fully disclosed to this League and this League 
shall by a two-thirds vote of its membership (ex- 
clusive of the two clubs interested or whose stock- 
holders are interested in such loan) consent to 
the loan. 


Leans to Players and Employees 


No member or officer or any person acting for 
him, shall lend money, extend credit, become 
surety, or otherwise obligate himself in any 
manner to or for any player, manager or em- 
ployee or any other member of this League or 
umpire thereof, unless prior thereto, all facts 
vertaining thereto shall be fully disclosed to the 
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League or its Board of Directors, exclusive of the 
members so acting. Nor shall any club member 
of this League, officer or agent for it, advance any 
money to players on account of salary, except for 
the purpose of transportation. 


Rights of Members 


Each member shall have full and complete control 
over its internal corporate affairs and property, 
its officers, employees and players, except as its 
rights, duties and obligations are or may be fixed 
or limited by the Constitution and By-Laws and 
Rules of this League, or by any agreement to 
which this League may be a party or by any 
oe or Rules made or adopted pursuant 
thereto. 


Territorial Rights 


Each member shall have exclusive territorial 
rights in the city in which it is located and within 
ten (10) miles of that city’s corporate limits. 


ARTICLE IV. ASSIGNMENT OF MEMBERSHIP 


Sec. 1 


Sec. 2 


Sec. 3 


Procedure 


(a) Membership in this League may be assigned 
only upon the approval of five (5) members of the 
League (exclusive of the assignor member) at an 
annual or special meeting of the League. 

(b) The assignee shall become a member of the 
League upon the affirmative vote of five (5) mem- 
bers of the League (exclusive of a vote by the 
assignor member) and upon accepting member- 
ship the assignee must agree to be bound by the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of the League. 


Facts and Details 


This League may by a vote of five (5) Members 
of the league (exclusive of the assignor member) 
request in writing all facts and details of the 
proposed sale and if such request is made, the 
assignee and assignor shall furnish to this League 
the information requested, before the approval 
of the sale. 


Liability of Assignee 
(a) Upon the assignment of the franchise, the 
assignee member shall be liable to this League for 


all liabilities for which the assignor member was 
liable to this League. 
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(b) The assignee shall take the standing and per- 
centage of the assignor member and shall play all 
scheduled games of the assignor member except 
as the Board of Directors of this League may 
otherwise order. 


ARTICLE V. TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP 


Sec. 


1 


Causes 


This League may terminate the membership of 
any member and forfeit to this League such 
member’s franchise, certificate of membership, 
and players’ contracts and reservations, for the 
causes following: 

(a) Willful violation of the Constitution or By- 
Laws and Rules of this League, or of any agree- 
ment to which this League may then be a party, 
or of any other agreement, playing rules or other 
rules made or adopted pursuant thereto. (Viola- 
tion of a playing rule or other rule by a player 
or employee shall not be cause for forfeiture of 
membership unless the club member directed or 
caused such violation.) 

(b) Failure to fulfill its contractual obligation to 
this League, or to any member thereof, or to any 
organization party to an agreement to which this 
League may then be a party. 

(c) Failure to obey and fulfill any lawful order, 
award or decision of the Board of Directors of this 
League, or of any baseball authority upon whom 
any agreement binding upon this League shall 
have conferred jurisdiction. 

(d) Offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting 
to fix the result of any baseball game. 

(e) Failure to expel immediately any player, man- 
ager, employee or officers, who shall have been 
found guilty by a court or by baseball authority 
having jurisdiction of such offense, of offering, 
agreeing conspiring or attempting to fix the re- 
sult of any baseball game, or found to have been 
interested in or connected with the placing of a 
bet upon a baseball game in respect of which he 
has any duty to perform. 

(f) Retention of any player under contract or 
reservation with any other member of this League, 
or with any member of the National Association 
or of the National League or the American 
League, after notice of such player’s status has 
been determined and communicated to the club 
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member by the President or Board of Directors of 
this League, or by other competent baseball 
authority. 

(g) Playing a baseball game with a club or team 
whose disqualification or ineligibility notice has 
been-given the club by the President or Board of 
Directors of this League, or by other competent 
baseball ae 

(h) Failure to take such reasonable action as may 
be directed by the President or the Board of Direc- 
tors of this League, or by other competent base- 
ball authority, or by any public authority, to 
prohibit and prevent betting or gambling of any 
description upon its grounds or other property 
owned or used by it in connection with the playing 
of baseball games. 


Amended 11-15-53 


Sec. 2 


(i) Disbandment of its organization or its baseball 
team during a championship season or within 130 
days prior to the annual date for the opening of the 
championship season. Every member of this league 
must furnish and deliver to the President of the 
League a bond in the amount of $25,000.00, guaran- 
teeing that they will present a team at the start 
of the championship season and maintain a team 
during the entire championship race. This bond 
must be furnished 130 days prior to the annual 
opening day of the championship season. 

(j) Willful failure to present its team at the time 
and place fixed, and properly equipped, to play 
any baseball game which this League has sched- 
uled or directed to be played, unless due to 
unavoidable accident or other cause beyond the 
member’s control, or in connection with which the 
member has exercised reasonable care. 

(k) Failure to provide and maintain or give rea- 
sonable assurance of providing and maintaining, 
one hundred and thirty (130) days prior to the 
scheduled opening of the championship season, 
suitable grounds, including necessary accommoda- 
tions for spectators, for the playing of baseball 
games scheduled by this League, unless due to a 
cause beyond the member’s control. 


Procedure 


(a) Before the membership of any club may be 
forfeited, as above set forth, a written specifica- 
tion of the alleged cause for forfeiture shall be 
sent to such club, by registered mail, and such 
club shall be required to file in writing its answer 
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thereto, within such time, not less than ten (10) 
days nor more than thirty (30) days, as the Board 
of Directors of this League may order. 

(b) Promptly upon receipt of such answer, or 
upon the failure of the defendant club to file such 
answer within the time limited therefore, a special 
meeting of this League shall be called to hear and 
decide the issues involved, and to determine 
whether a forfeiture of such membership or other 
penalty shall be declared. 

(c) Notice of the time and place of such special 
meeting, and a copy of the charges and answer, 
shall be sent registered mail, not less than ten 
(10) days prior to the date of such special meet- 
ing, to each member of this League, including the 
defendant club. 

(d) The hearing shall be held in accordance with 
the By-Laws and Rules of this League, and such 
other rules and regulations as the Board of Direc- 
tors may prescribe. Such rules shall always 
recognize the right of the defendant club to be 
represented by its officers and counsel, and to 
present evidence and argument material to the 
matters and issues involved. 


Decision 


Seven (7) members of this League must concur in 
the findings and decision, if forfeiture be de- 
clared; and six (6) members must concur in the 
findings and decision, if a fine or other penalty, 
and compensation to an injured party, be declared. 


Penalties 


(a) In lieu of forfeiture of membership, this 
League may, by a vote of seven (7) members 
(the interested club not voting), impose a fine or 
other penalty commensurate to the act, default 
or offense; and in this event, in addition to such 
fine or other penalty, this League shall also award 
and direct reasonable and adequate compensation 
(or if not exactly ascertainable, then a reasonable 
penalty) to be paid by the defendant club, to any 
person, club or organization, this League may find 
to have been injured or damaged by the act, de- 
fault, or offense, of the defendant club, its officers, 
employees or agents. The maximum penalty which 
may be imposed in any case shall not exceed Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000). 

(b) If forfeiture be declared, the forfeiting club 
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shall be conclusively deemed to have forfeited to 
this League, its franchise and certificate of mem- 
bership in this League and its players’ contracts 
and reservations; and this League shall have full 
and complete title thereto and may use and dis- 
pose of the same, as absolutely discharged from 
any claim or interest of the forfeiting club therein, 
in such manner, upon such terms, and to such 
transferees as this League shall see fit, without 
notice to the forfeiting club or others. Any con- 
sideration received by this League for the transfer 
of such franchise and membership certificate shall 
be retained by this League and the forfeiting club 
shall have no right, claim or interest therein; but 
any consideration received for transfer of player 
contracts or reservations, after first deducting all 
costs, attorneys’ fees, and all other expenses in- 
curred in the forfeiture proceedings and hearing, 
and in connection with such player transfers, or 
incidental thereto or resulting therefrom shall be 
paid over to the forfeiting club upon its executing 
a release of all claims. Pending any such transfer 
of the forfeited franchise, or of such player con- 
tracts or reservations, this League may use the 
same and exercise the same rights as the for- 
feiting club without notice to and without any 
compensation or obligation whatsoever to the for- 
feiting club. 


ARTICLE VI. VACANCIES IN MEMBERSHIP 


How Filled 
Sec. 1 If a vacancy occurs in the membership of this 
League, the vacancy may be filled as directed, by 
a vote of five (5) Directors of this League. 


Rights of New Members 


Sec. 2 Upon admission, a new member shall have the 
same rights, duties and obligations of membership 
as if originally a party to this compact and shall 
receive a Certificate of Membership. 


Temporary Membership 


Sec. 3. A vacancy may be filled by a temporary club oper- 
ated by this League, or by such person, corpora- 
tion, or association as this League may approve, 
upon the vote of five (5) Directors of this League. 
During such period of temporary operation, the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League 
shall apply to such temporary club, and such club 
shall take the standing and percentage of the 
vacant member in any season’s contest and shall 
play all of its scheduled games, except as the 
Board of Directors might otherwise order. 
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ARTICLE VII. MEETINGS 
Annual Meeting 


(Amended Nov. 23, 1954) The Annual Meeting of 
this League shall be held in the city selected for 
the annual convention of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues, on the Sunday 
prior to the opening of the convention. 


Special Meetings 


(a) Special meetings of this League may be called 
by the President, or Board of Directors, whenever 
deemed advisable and shall be called upon the 
written request of three (3) members of this 
League, such call to state the names of the mem- 
bers requesting the meeting and the business to 
be transacted. No business other than that ex- 
pressly stated in the call of any special meeting 
shall be transacted at such meeting, except by 
unanimous consent of all members of this League. 
(b) A Special Meeting of this League shall be held 
each year during the Junior World Series on the 
day of the first game of the Series played in the 
International League City. The meeting shall be 


held in that city. 


Notification 


Notice of all meetings of this League shall be 
given to each member by mail at least ten (10) 
days before such meeting, or by telegraph at least 
(5) days before such meeting. Such notice shall 
briefly state the time, place and purpose of the 
meeting. The giving of such notice may be waived 
in writing by any member. Failure to give such 
notice or any defect or irregularity therein shall 
not affect, or invalidate any meeting, or any pro- 
ceedings, or action, at such meeting, so far as 
members who have waived notice or who are 
represented at such meeting are concerned. 


Representation 


At all meetings of this League, with the exception 
of the Schedule Meeting, each member shall be 
entitled to be represented by its President or 
someone designated by him who must be an officer 
or stockholder of said member of the League. No 
player or manager shall be permitted to attend 
any Special or Annual Meeting of this League. 
Representation at Schedule Meetings of this 
League need not be by an officer or stockholder, 
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but if the representative is not an officer or stock- 
holder, he shall be designated as the representative 
of a member by a written notice to the League 
President, signed by an officer or stockholder of 
the member he is to represent. 


Proxy 


A member may be represented at any meeting of 
this League by proxy given to another member of 
this League, if a certificate of appointment of such 
proxy signed by an officer of such member shall 
be filed with the President of this League before 
or when the meeting shall be called to order. 


Quorum 


A representation of a majority of clubs holding 
membership in this League shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business at any 
meeting of the League. Until a quorum is obtained 
at a meeting or adjourned session thereof, a lesser 
number may adjourn from time to time, without 
notice other than by announcement at the time of 
adjournment. A quorum may be maintained by 
locking the doors of the meeting room, the ap- 
pointment of doorkeepers, and such other pro- 
ceedings as parliamentary bodies use to maintain 
a quorum and to dispatch business. 


Order of Business 


(a) The following shall be the order of business at 
meetings of this League, unless suspended by ma- 
jority vote of the members represented: 


i. Call to order. 
2. Presentation and filing of proxies. 


3. Reading of minutes of preceding meetings 
and action thereon. 


4. Reports of the directors, officers and com- 
mittees, and action thereon. 


5. Amendment of Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules. 


. Election of new members, including assent 
to membership assignments. 


. Election of directors and officers. 
. Unfinished business. 

. New business. 

. Adjournment. 
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(b) “Roberts’ Rules of Order, Revised,” shall 
govern proceedings at meetings of this League, 
except as otherwise provided in the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules of this League with regard 
to any particular matters, and except as sus- 
pended during any particular meeting by ma- 
jority vote of the members represented. 

(c) Except as the League may otherwise order, no 
person other than the President of this League 
shall give out any information regarding matters 
considered or transacted at meetings of this 
League, or any business of the League not ex- 
clusively the concern of the person or club giving 
such information. 


Voting 


Each member, regardless of how many represen- 
tatives it may have at any meeting of this League, 
shall have only one (1) vote. Upon demand of 
any member, the vote upon any question before 
the meeting shall be by written ballot. 


Mail Vote 


If three members of this League approve, matters 
may be submitted to the members for mail or tele- 
graphic vote. If a member fails to respond to a 
request for a mail or telegraphic vote within five 
(5) days of the date of such request by the 
League President, the League President shall as- 
sume that such member votes in the affirmative. 


ARTICLE VIII. DIRECTORS 


Membership 


The Board of Directors shall consist of the Presi- 
dent of each member of this League and the 
President of this League, who shall be ex-officio 
Chairman of the Board. 


Qualifications 


The President of each member shall be its repre- 
sentative on the Board of Directors, unless the 
member shall designate some other executive offi- 
cial. In all cases such representative must be an 
official, director or stockholder, and if he shall 
cease to have these qualifications at any time, or 
if his club shall cease to be a member of this 
League, his directorship shall immediately termi- 
nate ipsofacto. 
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Vacancy 


Sec. 3 If a vacancy results from the withdrawal of a 


Sec. 4 


Sec. 5 


member or forfeiture of franchise, the Board of 
Directors may permit such vacancy to continue, or 
by a majority vote fill the vacancy, until such 
time as another club shall have become a member 
of this League, and shall have designated a person 
qualified to hold such office. The person elected 
Director by the Directors or by the League, in 
any of the foregoing cases, need not be an official 
or stockholder of the club which designated the 
Director replaced. 


Duties and Powers 


(a) The Board of Directors shall have general 
supervision, regulation and management of all 
affairs and business of this League and shall have 
all other. duties and powers conferred, expressly 
or implied, by the Constitution. By-Laws and 
Rules of this League, or necessary for their en- 
forcement, or for the proper conduct of this 
League. 


(b) The Board of Directors, and the President of 
the League as Chairman of the Board of Direc- 
tors, shall have power to investigate upon their 
own initiative or upon complaint, any matter, 
situation or condition, act, transaction or practice 
charged, alleged or suspected to be detrimental 
to the best interests of baseball, or of this League, 
and in connection therewith to take such preven- 
tive, remedial and punitive action as the Board 
may deem to be warranted. 


Meetings 


(a) Meetings of the Board of Directors may be 
called by the chairman to be held at such time and 
place as he may deem desirable and shall be called 
upon the written request of three (3) Directors. 


(b) The President of this League shall preside at 
all meetings of the Board. 


(c) If a Director is unable to attend a meeting, or 
is disqualified from acting in a particular matter 
because personally interested therein, the member 
he represents may certify some other person, with 
the above mentioned qualifications, to act as proxy. 
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ARTICLE IX. 


JURISDICTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Disputes, Claims, Complaints 


1 The Board of Directors shall have final jurisdic- 


tion within this League, subject only to such right 
of appeal to other baseball authority as may exist 
under any agreement to which this League then 
may be party, to hear and determine all matters, 
disputes, claims and complaints within this 
League, between members, players, managers, offi- 
cials and employees of this League; between this 
League and a member or a player or manager, 
employee or official of this League, arising under 
or involving the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules 
of this League, or contracts of the League or a 
member. The Board in general shall adjudicate all 
issues of law or fact arising out of or involving 
the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this 
League and all baseball relations and contracts of 
this League, its members, players and officials. In 
this connection, the Board shall have power to 
award such damages and impose such penalties 
as the Board may find to be warranted, and on 
repeal or rehearing, to suspend, commute or remit 
the same. 

(b) As chairman of the Board of Directors, the 
President of this League shall have authority and 
jurisdiction to hear and determine all matters, dis- 
putes, claims and complaints within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Board, but a party concerned or inter- 
ested therein may request action by the full Board 
at the outset, and the By-Laws and Rules of this 
League shall provide for a right of appeal from 
the President’s decision to the Board of Directors. 


Investigations and Hearings 


(a) In connection with any matter, cause, charge, 
claim, complaint or dispute which may be before 
the Board of Directors or President of this League 
for investigation, hearing or decision, the Board 
or President may summon any member of this 
League, or any official, stockholder, manager, em- 
ployee or agent of any member, to appear before 
the Board, or such member thereof, or such offi- 
cial of this League or other baseball authority as 
the summons may order, and give evidence, includ- 
ing the production of documents. 

(b) In case of failure to comply promptly and 
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fully with such summons, or if any member or 
person subject to the jurisdiction of this League 
shall offer or shall attempt to offer, or induce or 
attempt to induce the offering of, any false evi- 
dence, the Board or President may impose such 
fine and/or other penalties which the Board or 
President may deem to be warranted. 

(c) It shall also be the duty of each member of 
this League, its officers and employees, to render 
all such assistance as the Board of Directors or 
President of this League, or other baseball au- 
thority, may request in connection with the in- 
vestigation, hearing and decision of any matter. 


Payment of Obligations 


(a) If a member be in default more than five (5) 
days in payment of any obligations found to be 
due to the League or any member thereof, or of 
any fine or award, the officers of this League are 
authorized and directed to deduct the amount 
thereof from any monies, belonging to such mem- 
ber that may be or come into their possession, or 
if there be no such monies, then any and all other 
members of this League shall upon notice from 
the President, deduct such amount from any 
monies belonging to or due such defaulting mem- 
ber, and such amount shall be paid to the League 
or to the person, organization or corporation en- 
titled thereto, through the President of this 
League. If any member shall fail to comply with 
a notice directing the withholding and payment 
of any such amount from funds of the defaulting 
club that may be or come within its possession, 
the member so notified shall be fined the same 
amount as it was directed to withhold, and such 
fine shall be collectible in like manner. 

(b) If a player, manager, umpire, official or other 
person subject to the jurisdiction of this League, 
be in default more than fifteen (15) days in pay- 
ment of any such obligations found to be due, or 
of any fine or award, he shall be suspended until 
the amount due shall have been paid. 

(c) In the case of any fine being assessed against 
a player or manager in this League, said fine shall 
be paid by the player or manager so fined. In case 
a member club, or any agent thereof, shall pay a 
fine for a player or manager or reimburse him 
therefore, said club shall be fined One Hundred 
Dollars ($100). In the case of a player or man- 
ager being suspended without pay by the League 
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President, he shall not receive any salary for the 
period of his suspension. Any club or agent 
thereof, paying any suspended player or manager 
any salary during said suspension shall be fined 
the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100). 


ARTICLE X. OFFICERS 


Election and Tenure 


The Officers of this League shall be a President, a 
Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer or 
a Secretary-Treasurer, who shall be elected at the 
Annual Meetings of this League as and when 
their terms of office expire. Five (5) affirmative 
votes of the members of this League shall be 
necessary to elect a person to the office or offices 
of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
or Secretary-Treasurer. They shall be elected for 
such terms, and shall receive such salaries, as this 
League shall by at least five (5) affirmative votes 
of the membership determine. The offices of Presi- 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer, or Secretary- 
Treasurer, may be held by the same person. The 
Board of Directors may appoint such other Offi- 
cers as the Board may deem advisable, and they 
shall have such powers and duties, and shall re- 
ceive such compensation for their services, as the 
Board may prescribe. 


Vacancy 


If the office of President, or President-Secretary- 
Treasurer, shall become vacant at any time, the 
Board of Directors may elect the Vice-President, 
or any other person, to fill the vacancy until the 
next annual meeting, or until his successor is 
elected and qualified, or may call a special meeting 
of this League to elect a President, or President- 
Secretary-Treasurer, for such term as the League 
may fix. A vacancy in any other office, including 
that of Secretary-Treasurer, if held independently 
of the Presidency, shall be filled by the Board of 
Directors until the next annual meeting of this 
League. 


Jurisdiction 


(a) The President shall preside at all meetings of 
the Board of Directors and of this League. He 
shall be ex-officio, a member and chairman of all 
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committees, unless otherwise expressly stated in 
the resolution or action constituting the commit- 
tee. He shall be this League’s representative at all 
meetings of the National Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Leagues and at all other meetings 
and hearings at which this League may be en- 
titled to representation. If he is unable to attend 
any such meeting or hearing, the Board of Direc- 
tors shall designate (or if they have not done so, 
then the President may designate) some other 
person as its representative, who shall be an offi- 
cial of some member of this League, preferably a 
club president. Subject to the Board of Directors, 
the President shall have general supervision of 
the affairs and business of this League, the pro- 
tection of its interests, the enforcement of the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, 
including the playing rules. He shall also have 
such other powers and duties as the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules of this League, the official 
playing rules, and the Board of Directors may 
prescribe. 

(b) The Vice-President, in the absence or inability 
of the President, shall have the duties and powers 
of the President, except that in the event of 
vacancy in that office he shall act only temporarily 
until the vacancy shall be filled as hereinbefore 
provided. He shall also have such other powers 
and duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules, and the Board of Directors, may prescribe. 
(c) The Secretary shall have the usual duties of a 
Secretary, shall have the custody and care of all 
official records and papers of this League; shall 
issue all official notices, except as the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules, or the Board of Directors, 
may otherwise provide; shall keep true and com- 
plete records of all meetings of this League; shall 
keep this League’s records with regard to clubs, 
players, umpires and scorers, and the playing of 
games scheduled by this League; and shall have 
such other duties and powers as the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules, and the Board of Directors 
may prescribe. The Secretary shall keep a true 
record of all meetings of this League and keep 
same in a minute book provided for that purpose 
and shall mail to each member within five (5) 
days after each meeting, a copy of the minutes 
of that meeting. 

(d) The Treasurer shall have the usual duties of 
a Treasurer; shall receive all dues, fees, fines and 
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assessments, payments and other funds and reve- 
nues of this League; shall have custody of all 
securities of this League; shall sign such checks 
and negotiable paper of this League and make 
such payments as the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules, or the Board of Directors, may authorize; 
shall keep full, true and accurate records and 
accounts of all receipts, disbursements and securi- 
ties of this League; shall sign all receipts for 
payments made to this League; and shall have 
and perform all such other duties as the Consti- 
tution, By-Laws and Rules, and the Board of 
Directors, may prescribe. 


Accounts and Records 


Annually, and whenever required by the League 
or by the Board of Directors, each officer shall 
render full and true account of the affairs and 
business of this League, and all records, accounts 
and property in his custody and control. Immedi- 
ately upon the expiration of his term of office, 
each officer shall fully account for and deliver to 
such person as the League may order, all records, 
papers and securities and property of this League 
in his custody or for which he is responsible. 


Bond 


Officers and employees of this League, if and when 
required by the League, shall give bond for the 
faithful discharge of their duties and obligations 
to the League, in such forms, for such amount and 
with such surety, as the League may order. The 
premiums on such bonds shall be paid by this 
League. 


ARTICLE XI. LEAGUE FUNDS 


General Statement 


Funds for the maintenance and operation of this 
League shall be derived from the receipts of offi- 
cial baseball games of this League and from other 
sources, as set forth in the By-Laws and Rules. 
The amount per admission payable to the League 
shall be equal in respect to each member. When 
necessary or desirable, in the opinion of the 
League, additional funds shall be secured by 
assessments, which shall be levied against all 
members without discrimination as to amount or 
terms of payment, and which the members of the 
League shall pay promptly. 
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Daily Game Assessments 


(a) Each member shall pay to the League five 
(5) cents per paid admission from the receipts 
of its home games playing during the regular 
League season. 

(b) As hereinafter provided under Section 9 (a) 
of the By-Laws, each member shall pay to the 
League an additional tax of two (2) cents per paid 
admission from the receipts of its home games 
for the purpose of maintaining the Governor’s Cup 
Series Players’ Bonus Fund. 


Deposits 


The aforesaid funds and all other income and 
revenue of this League, however derived, shall 
be deposited in the name of the League, in such 
bank or banks as the League may order, and shall 
be withdrawable therefrom only as the League 
may Order. 


Guarantee Fund 


This League may order, if and whenever such 
action may be deemed desirable, that guarantee 
funds be created, in which event each member 
shall immediately pay into the treasury of the 
League such amount, equal in respect of each 
member, as the League may designate. All such 
payments to be deposited in the name of this 
League, as the League may by six (6) votes of its 
membership direct, and said funds shall be with- 
drawn only as the League may direct. 


Administration Expense 


The President is authorized to establish and main- 
tain offices for the conduct of the affairs and busi- 
ness of this League and with the approval of the 
Finance Committee to hire, discharge and fix the 
compensation of all necessary employees of the 
League. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be an 
officer of the League and his term of office and 
compensation shall be fixed by the League. The 
President and Secretary-Treasurer shall pay and 
discharge out of League funds (excepting any 
guarantee fund aforesaid) all expenses and lia- 
bilities incurred in the conduct of the business 
and affairs of the League. Salaries of the umpires 
shall be fixed by the President without approval 
of the Finance Committee. 
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Financial Statements 


Sec. 6 The President and Secretary-Treasurer shall sub- 
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mit to any or all members of the League, state- 
ments of the true financial condition of the 
League monthly. The books, accounts and records 
of the League shall be audited each year and 
copies of the report mailed to each member within 
thirty (30) days of the close of the fiscal year 
of this League, which shall be November list to 
October 31st. 


Finance Committee 


A Finance Committee shall be a standing and 
permanent committee of this League. The duties 
of this committee shall be to conduct an annual 
audit of the League’s accounts and to advise the 
League in financial matters generally. It shall 
consist of three (3) members, who will be ap- 
pointed by the President and will serve until 
discharged by the League or until their successors 
are named. 


ARTICLE XII. BY-LAWS 


General Statement 


This League shall adopt By-Laws and Rules for 
the conduct and administration of its affairs and 
business; for the regulation of contracts and rela- 
tions between clubs, players, managers, scorers 
and umpires of this League or its members; for 
the playing of baseball games by its members with 
each other and with other teams; and to prohibit 
and penalize conduct detrimental to baseball or 
prejudicial to the welfare of this League. 


Adoption, Repeal, Amendment 


The Board of Directors, by vote of six (6) mem- 
bers thereof, may adopt, repeal and amend By- 
Laws and Rules of this League, at any meeting 
of the League duly called. 


Limitations 


The By-Laws and Rules of this League shall be 
consistent with law, with the Constitution of this 
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League, and with any agreement to which this 
League is or may be party, and must operate 
equally upon all members of this League; and if 
not, they shall be, but to that extent only, of no 
effect. 


ARTICLE XIII 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 


This League is a member of the National Associa- 
tion of Professional Baseball Leagues and party 
to its National Association Agreement and to the 
Major-Minor League Agreement. The Interna- 
tional League of Professional Baseball Clubs and 
its members have the rights and obligations set 
forth in said agreements and in the rules adopted 
pursuant thereto, and violation thereof shall be 
considered a violation of this Constitution. The 
Board of Directors and officers of this League are 
authorized and directed to take from time to time 
whatever action may be requisite or expedient to 
maintain, protect, enforce and advance the in- 
terests of professional baseball, and of this 
League and its members, under and pursuant to 
said agreements. 


ARTICLE XIV. DURATION OF CONSTITUTION 


This Constitution shall remain in force for fifty 
(50) years from January 1, 1930. 


ARTICLE XV. AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 


This Constitution may be amended by vote of six 
(6) members of this League at any meeting duly 
called, provided the proposed amendment is speci- 
fied in the call for such meeting, and, at any 
meeting, any of its provisions may be suspended, 
waived, or made non-applicable, temporarily, by 
unanimous vote. 


ARTICLE XVI. MEMBERS 


The members of this League hereby subscribe to 
this Constitution, and jointly and severally, for 
themselves, their successors and assigns and their 
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stockholders, officials, players and employees, 
pledge and agree faithfully to abide by, comply 
with and perform all of its provisions. 


Members 


BUFFALO BASEBALL COMPANY, INC. 


Reginald B. Taylor, President 


COLUMBUS JETS BASEBALL CLUB, INC. 
Frederick E. Jones, President 


ASSOCIATION CUBANA DE BASEBALL INTER- 
NACIONAL, S.A. 


Roberto Maduro, President 


MIAMI BASEBALL COMPANY, INC. 
George B. Storer, President 


MONTREAL EXHIBITION COMPANY, LTD 
Emile Bouchard, President 


RICHMOND BASEBALL COMPANY, INC. 
Frederick Sitterding, Jr., President 


ROCHESTER COMMUNITY BASEBALL, INC. 


Morrie Silver, President 


TORONTO MAPLE LEAF BASEBALL CLUB, 
LIMITED 


Jack Kent Cooke, President 
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BY-LAWS AND RULES 


ARTICLE I. AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS 


The By-Laws and Rules of this League are 
adopted and may hereafter be added to, repealed, 
or amended, pursuant to the Constitution of the 
League. 


ARTICLE Il. CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE 


) 


General Statement 


(a) The members of this League shall compete 
annually for the championship of this League. 


(b) Championship games of this League shall be 
played under the Official Playing Rules in effect, 
pursuant to the Major-Minor League Agreement. 


(c) The championship schedule shall consist of 
154 games, opening in April and closing in Sep- 
tember, on dates to be determined by vote of the 
League Directors. The team which shall have won 
the greatest percentage of Championship games 
shall be declared the Championship Club of the 
League for the season in which the games were 
played. 


Adoption 


(a) The President or a schedule committee con- 
sisting of such members as the League may 
designate, shall prepare and submit to the mem- 
bers at the League’s annual meeting, a written 
schedule for the ensuing championship season. If 
not adopted by vote of five (5) members, new 
schedules shall be prepared and submitted until 
one is adopted. 


(b) The schedule shall specify the date of each 
game and shall give each member an equal num- 
ber of games with every other member, one-half 
of which shall be played on the home grounds of 
each member (subject to the provisions of Sections 
3 and 4 of this article.) 


Schedule Changes 


After adoption of the schedule no date therein 
shall be changed except in the following cases by 
agreement between the two clubs scheduled to 
play: 
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(a) A date fixed by the schedule may be changed 
to an open date on the same grounds. 


(b) A game may be rescheduled as part of a 
doubleheader. In the event the home club desires 
to move a game to create a doubleheader, it must 
ask the League Office to contact the Visiting Club 
for approval of this request and the League Office 
will communicate the reply to the requesting club. 
The League Office must be advised of such change 
in time to communicate the answer to the request- 
ing club at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to 
any proposed change in schedule. 


(c) Permission of the visiting club shall not be 
necessary for the moving of a regularly scheduled 
championship game to create a doubleheader on a 
Sunday, provided that the visiting club and the 
League Office have been advised of this intention 
at least seven (7) days in advance of the date on 
which such Sunday doubleheader is to be played. 


Drawn, Tied and Postponed Games 


(a) A drawn, or tie game, or a game postponed for 
legal cause, or called before it becomes a regula- 
tion game, in accordance with the Official Playing 
Rules, shall be played off on the same grounds on 
a succeeding open date or, if no open date, then 
as part of a doubleheader within the same series 
or as soon thereafter as possible. If there be no 
open date, any unplayed game shall be played as 
the home club may determine, but shall be played 
as soon after its postponement as possible. Any 
such game remaining unplayed after all the series 
between the two members on the home club’s 
grounds have ended, shall, if possible, be played 
at the visiting club’s grounds on the first possible 
date within the closing series between the clubs 
concerned. A regulation game within the meaning 
of this paragraph must comply with Sections 2.55 
and 4.10 of the Official Playing Rules. 


(b) During the last home series of the champion- 
ship schedule between any two clubs, a game may 
be postponed because of rain or wet grounds only 
by the mutual agreement of the participating 
clubs. In the event of disagreement, the league 
president or a duly authorized representative of 
the league president, shall decide whether or not 
the game shall be postponed. 
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(c) An open date succeeaing any series of games 
between two clubs shall be considered as belonging 
to, and as being within, that series unless abso- 
lutely required by either club to meet its next 
International League game. When such open date 
is used for playing a championship game, all the 
provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws, par- 
ticularly with respect to guarantees and shares 
to visiting club and League, shall apply. 


(d) Before twelve (12) o’clock noon of the day 
following a postponed, drawn or called game, the 
home club shall notify the Manager and/or the 
Secretary or Business Representative accompany- 
ing the visiting team, and shall telegraph the 
President of this League the date fixed for the 
play-off of such game, provided the play-off is 
within the same series, and if such date be within 
the same series, the home club shall notify the 
umpire or umpires officiating in that series. 


(e) Any dispute between clubs concerning the 
fixing of dates for the playing off of postponed, 
tie, or called games, shall be finally decided by the 
President of this League. 


(f) A drawn game shall not count in determining 
a member’s championship standing; but if, before 
the completion of its fifth inning, the side last at 
bat shall equal the score made by the opposing 
club in five complete innings, the individual team 
averages shall be incorporated in the official play- 
ing records of this League. 


Sunday Night Games 
Rescinded 


Doubleheaders—Day, Twilight, Night 


(a) Two (2) games shall not be played on any one 
day except in accordance with the Schedule, or 
with Sections 4 and 5 of this Article, but shall be 
compulsory when necessary to play off postponed, 
drawn, or called games. In no event shall more 
than two (2) games be played on any one day. 
(b) The second game of an afternoon double- 
header shall start twenty (20) minutes after the 
completion of the first afternoon game. 

(c) In Twilight, or Night, doubleheaders the 
second game shall start at a time designated by 
the home club, and the umpire shall inquire at the 
end of the first game as to the time the home club 
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desires to start the second game. 

(d) When afternoon doubleheaders are played the 
first game shall be a nine (9) inning contest and 
the second game shall be a seven (7) inning 
contest. 


(e) When Twilight, or Night, doubleheaders are 
played the first game shall be a seven (7) inning 
contest and the second game shall be a nine (9) 
inning contest. 


(f) The first game of a twilight, or night, double 
header may be the nine inning game, and the first 
game of an afternoon doubleheader may be the 
seven inning game, provided that such policy is 
announced and promulgated by the home club 
prior to the start of the season. 


(g) When a doubleheader is scheduled, there being 
two (2) games advertised for one (1) admission, 
under no circumstances may the second game be 
started until the first game is completed. If the 
first game is started, but has to be called before 
it is completed, then both games are off. If the 
first game is extra long and it appears that the 
second game cannot be completed as a legal game, 
the second game must be started, for when two 
(2) games are advertised for one (1) admission, 
every effort must be made to play both games. 
The Cubans Club is exempt from the provisions of 
this section because of weather conditions peculiar 
to Havana. When inclement weather precludes the 
playing of an announced double-header, the Cubans 
Club is granted the option of playing a single game 
only, beginning at 9 P.M 


Saturday Night Doubleheaders 


There shall be no doubleheaders scheduled on 
Saturday nights except by mutual agreement of 
the clubs involved, or when it becomes necessary 
to do so in order to complete a club’s schedule. 
In the latter event, full approval of the League 
President is required. 

Use of Lights 


The lights must be turned on if it is necessary to 
do so to finish a game. 


Failure of Lights 


If a failure of lights prevents continuation of 
play, the game shall be resumed from the exact 
point where it was halted, on the first possible 
date. The teams shall resume play with the same 
line-ups, except for pitchers. Any players re- 
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moved from the line-ups before the suspension 
of play shall not be eligible. ‘“Next possible date” 
shall be construed as meaning the next day on 
which a single game is scheduled. The unfinished 
game shall start one hour before the time set 
for the regularly scheduled game. 


Stopping Play to Travel 


Sec.10 (a) When it is necessary for a club to catch an 
early train to meet its assignment for the next 
day, it shall notify the other club and the um- 
pires, in writing, to that effect by 2:00 P. M. of 
the preceding day, thus enabling the home club 
to set the starting time of the game sufficiently 
early to permit its completion under normal cir- 
cumstances. The game must be started at least 
three (3) hours before the time of departure of 
the last train by which the departing club can 
reach the city in which the next league game is 
scheduled, at least ninety (90) minutes before 
game time. 


(b) Before such game is begun, the two managers 
shall fix a time after which no inning shall be 
started, and if they fail to agree, the umpire in 
charge shall fix that time. The time so fixed shall 
be announced to the spectators by or under the 
direction of the umpire, before the game begins. 


(c) If the two managers fail to agree on a time 
after which no inning shall start, then the chief 
umpire shall set the time. Under no circumstances 
shall an inning begin after one hour and 20 
minutes before the train is scheduled to depart, 
and once started the inning must be completed. 


(d) An inning shall be considered as started im- 
mediately after the third out of the previous 
inning. 


Suspension of Play 


Sec.11 All scheduled nine (9) inning games, called before 
nine (9) innings have been played and all sched- 
uled seven (7) inning games called before seven 
(7) innings have been played, because of curfew 
laws, or to catch trains, or failure of lights, shall 
be treated as suspended games, and will be re- 
sumed at a future date, at the point as the situa- 
tion existed when the game was called. If such 
suspension occurs on the last day that the visiting 
club will play in that city during the champion- 
ship season, the game will be finished on the 
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grounds of the visiting club on the first day that 
the club on whose grounds the suspension of play 
occurred plays in the city of the visiting club. If, 
however, these teams do not meet again during 
the remainder of the season, the game will stand 
as provided in the official playing rules. 


Airplane Travel 


Sec. 12 Rescinded 


Sec. 13 


Sec 14 


Rights and Obligations 


(a) Each member shall have general supervision 
and control of the conduct of all business affairs 
in connection with games ees on its grounds. 
The visiting club shall be allowed such representa- 
tion and facilities as may reasonably be required 
to protect the interests and rights of the clubs 
and its players. The visiting club shall defer to 
the wish2s of the home club in all details that do 
not involve such interests and rights, or that may 
be regarded as special attractions for the enter- 
tainment of the home club. 

(b) The home club shall provide, equip, and main- 
tain, in a clean and sanitary condition, suitable 
dressing, toilet and bathing conveniences for the 
visiting club’s players, equal in all respects to like 
accommodations provided by the home club for its 
own players. 

(c) In all cities of this League, the visiting clubs 
will be limited to a twenty (20) minute batting 
practice period prior to the game. 

(d) Three (3) dozen acceptable baseballs shall be 
given, in a locked bag, to the umpire in charge at 
the start of each championship game with an 
extra dozen for a doubleheader. Baseball bags will 
be supplied by the League Office. 


Batting Order 


(a) The visiting club shall furnish its probable 
batting order and the names and numbers of all 
players on the Active List to the home clubs by 
mail or telegraph not later than seventy-two (72) 
hours before the day of the first game of each 
series. 

(b) Club managers shall exchange batting orders 
and shall give the umpire in charge their batting 
orders before the commencement of each game. 
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(c) The numbers on players’ uniforms shall be 
numbered from one to thirty-eight (1-38). No 
number higher than thirty-eight (38) shall be 
used on any uniform. 


(d) Players in every instance must wear the num- 
bers assigned to them in the mailed or telegraphed 
line-up. Managers of offending teams will be sub- 
ject to a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for 
each violation. 


Time of Games 


Sec.15 Each member shall file with the President of this 
League, the time set for the commencement of 
scheduled games on its grounds for Sundays, holi- 
days and other days, and for the first game of a 
doubleheader on any such days. The home club 
shall not change such time of commencement more 
than thirty (30) minutes, without first obtaining 
the visiting club’s consent thereto. 


Exhibition Games 


Sec.16 (a) Every game played between members of this 
League from the beginning to the end of the 
championship season shall be a championship 
game. Exhibition games may be played with teams 
not members of this League, provided no inter- 
ference shall result therefrom with a scheduled 
league game, or the playing off of any drawn, 
postponed, or called game. 


(b) No exhibition game shall be played within the 
territorial limits of this League or any member 
of a league with which this League may have an 
agreement respecting territorial rights, except 
with the consent of the club concerned. 


(c) No exhibition game shall be played with any 
club expelled from membership in this League or 
from membership in any league with which this 
League has an agreement respecting territorial 
rights. 


(d) Exhibition games, regardless with whom play- 
ed or where played, must be scheduled on open 
dates only. However, if a club member desires 
playing an exhibition game after the playing of 
a regular championship game, on other than an 
open date, it may do so with permission of the 
visiting club and in accordance with agreement as 
to the payment to be paid the visiting club. 
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(e) No club member of this League shall play an 
exhibition game with any club not a party to the 
National Association Agreement or the Major- 
Minor League Agreement, except with written or 
telegraphic consent of at least five (5) other 
members of this League. Penalty for violation of 
this provision shall be a fine of One Thousand 
Dollars ($1,000.00) or such other penalty as the 
League Directors shall by a majority vote impose. 
(f) No games shall be played by the championship 
club or team after the close of the season until the 
ensuing training season, except as may be author- 
ized by this League or pursuant to agreements 
made by this League with other baseball Leagues 
of the same or higher classification for post-season 
games between their respective championship 
clubs, such games to be approved by the Board of 
Directors. Subject to the general authority of the 
Board of Directors and to the terms of such 
agreements, the President of this League shall 
arrange all details of such post-season series. The 
championship club may grant permission to in- 
dividual members of its team to play exhibition 
games, provided not more than three (3) members 
of the team appear in any one exhibition game 
and that no game is played after October 31st, or 
with or against any ineligible player or team, and 
that no such player shall permit the team with 
which he plays any such exhibition game to be 
called or advertised in any manner in the name 
of the member of this League or as champions of 
this League. 


Forfeited Games 


(a) If the Umpire-In-Chief of any game, the 
President or the Board of Directors of this 
League, shall declare a game forfeited it shall 
count, in determining the championship of this 
League, as lost by the club at fault and as won 
by the opposing club, by a score of nine (9) runs 
to none. 

(b) If a game be forfeited to the home club by the 
Umpire-In-Chief, and if such game forfeiture 
shall cause any loss or refund on admission re- 
ceipts, the visiting club shall pay the home club 
the amount of such loss or refund, if ascertaina- 
ble, and if not ascertainable then the sum of 
$500.00 for weekday games and the sum of 
$2,000.00 for opening days, Sundays or holiday 
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games, as liquidated damages. If the game be for- 
feited to the visiting club, that club shall receive 
its share of the admission receipts, and if such 
forfeiture shall cause any loss or refund of ad- 
mission receipts, the visiting club shall be paid 
the share thereof it otherwise would have received, 
if ascertainable, or if not ascertainable, the sum 
of $300.00 for weekday games and the sum of 
$1,500.00 for opening day, Sunday or holiday 


games as liquidated damages. 


(c) The manager of the forfeiting club shal] also 
be fined $500.00, if the forfeiture be declared 
under Sections 4.13 (a) (c) (d) (h) or 4.14, of the 
Official Playing Rules, or if the Umpire, preceding 
the forfeiture, shall have notified the manager 
that the game will be forfeited under Sections 4.13 
(b) (e) or (f), and the manager shall fail, within 
one (1) minute, to stop the dilatory tactics, or the 
rules violation, or to remove the player. 


(d) A player whose act or omission is the cause 
of a game forfeiture, under Sections 4.13 (b) (e) 
or (f), shall be fined not less than One Hundred 
Dollars ($100.00) and suspended not less than 
five (5) nor more than ten (10) days as the Presi- 
dent of this League may decide. 


Protested Games 


Sec.18 (a) A game may be protested, provided the pro- 
test is based upon a violation of the Constitution, 
By-Laws or Rules of this League, or upon an 
Umpire’s misinterpretation of, or failure to com- 
ply with, apply and enforce the Official Playing 
Rules. No protest shall be considered that involves 
merely the accuracy of an umpire’s judgment on a 
play or other matter of fact, not a point of Rules. 
(b) Immediately upon the happening of the event, 
or the arising of the question upon which the pro- 
test is based, and before the play is resumed, the 
protesting club’s manager or captain must give 
the Umpire-In-Chief and the manager or captain 
of the opposing club notice of the protest, briefly 
stating the cause for protest. Within twenty-four 
(24) hours after the completion of the game, the 
protesting club shall mail to the President of this 
League its statement of the basis of the protest, 
with all evidence and argument the club may de- 
sire to have considered; but upon request of the 
protesting club, the President may allow such 
club additional time reasonably required, not more 


37 





SOO 


Sec. 19 





ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


than five (5) days from the date of the protested 
game, in which to file evidence and argument in 
support of its protest. If he deems it necessary, 
or if the opposing club requests, the President 
may allow such opposing club time not to exceed 
five (5) days from its receipt of copy of the evi- 
dence and argument in support of the protest, in 
which to file counter evidence and argument. As 
promptly as possible thereafter the President shall 
decide such protest. If the protesting club fails 
to complete the game, as directed by the Umpire, 
or to file said statement and evidence, as above 
provided, the protest shall be null and void, and 
shall not be considered by the President. 


(c) The decision of the President may require that 
the protested game be replayed, on a date to be 
fixed by the decision, play beginning with the same 
players if possible as at the time of protest, as to 
number of innings to be played, number of outs, 
players on bases, balls and strikes called, etc., or 
may make such other disposition of the protest, as 


the facts in the opinion of the President may 
warrant. 


Awarding of Championship 


(a) The member which shall have won the great- 
est percentage of championship games shall be 
declared the championship club of the League for 
the season in which the games were played. 


(b) Such award shall be made by the President 
of this League immediately after the close of the 
season. Any other member claiming the champion- 
ship may appeal within twenty-four (24) hours 
from the President’s award to the Board of Direc- 
tors, who shall promptly decide such claim, and its 
decision shall be final. 


(c) In making the award, the President, or the 
Board of Directors, shall consider only the official 
records of this League. 


ARTICLE III. THE LEAGUE PENNANT 


The Championship club shall be presented with a 
ennant, which shall have its field, border and 
ettering in the National colors and be inscribed 
“League Champions,” with the name of the 
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League and club member and the year in which 
the title was won. The club member shall be en- 
titled to fly the pennant until the close of the 
ensuing season. 


ARTICLE IV. FINANCE OF GAMES 


Admission Fee 
The Admission fee to all championship games of 


this League shall be not less than sixty (60) cents, 


except as hereinafter provided. 


Children’s Admissions 


Sec. 2(a) Clubs may admit Children under twelve (12) years 


Sec. 3 


Sec. 4 


of age free, or at a reduced admission fee, on 
any day. These admissions are not restricted as 
to number and shall not be considered passes, and 
if the reduced admission fee so charged nets the 
Home Club not more than eighteen (18) cents 
(after payment of Federal, State, Municipal or 
Provincial Tax), neither the Visiting Club, nor 
the League, shall share in these admissions. 


Except on Opening Day, clubs may admit accredited 
High School students at a reduced admission fee. 
Such students must present a “Student’s Card,” to 
be furnished by the club, at the box office window. 
The reduced fee may not in any case be less than 
fifty (50) cents. When fifty (50) cents is charged, 
the League share shall be five (5) cents and the 
Visiting Club’s share shall be ten (10) cents. When 
more than fifty (50) cents is charged, the League 
and Visiting Club share shall be the same as on 
full paid admissions. 


Ladies’ Nights and Family Nights 


Clubs in this League are permitted to have (ex- 
cept on Sundays or Holidays) three Ladies’ Nights 
including one Family Night each week during the 
regular season. 


Passes and Free Admissions 


(a) Passes: Tax and service charge on all taxable 
passes (League and Club), shall be fifty (50) cents. 
On such passes the league share will be five (5) 
cents and the visiting club’s share will be ten (10) 
cents. Passes shall be limited to one thousand (1000) 
per day and any amount over and above this limit 
will be considered Paid Admissions, and the visit- 
ing club and League shall be paid accordingly. On 
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Ladies and Family Nights, a service charge of 
fifty (50) cents shall be charged on all Ladies’ 
tickets. On such service charge the League share 
shall be five (5) cents and the visiting club’s share 
ten (10) cents. The Havana ciub, on home games, 
shall be exempt from the provisions of this rule. 


(b) International League clubs shall be limited to 
five hundred (500) season passes, exclusive of 
clergy. 

(c) Members shall, on request, issue to the repre- 
sentative of the visiting club twenty (20) single 
daily passes for any one day (dated) for the use 
of the visiting club. 

(d) Except as hereinbefore provided, no persen 
shall be admitted free to championship games, ex- 
cept players, and officials of contesting clubs, the 
scorers, umpires, officials of this League and of 
other Leagues and clubs operating under the 
Major League Agreement and the Major-Minor 
League Agreement, holders of courtesy cards 
issued by the President of this League, by the 
National Association, and by the home club, police 
and other public officials having duties connected 
with the games, and employees of the home club. 
No club shall issue a league pass to any person 
residing in another city in the league. Such passes 
shall be issued only through the local club 
president. 


(e) Only accredited members of the Press & Radio, 
Western Union and Canadian National Telegraphs 
and authorized employees of the clubs and League 
shall be permitted entrance to any press box in 
the parks of this League. 


Entrances and Turnstiles 


(a) Each member shall properly supervise its 
grounds and entrances to prevent unauthorized 
admissions. The visiting club’s representative 
shall have full access to turnstiles. All turnstile 
counts shall be taken jointly by the representative 
of the home club and the visiting club. Turnstiles 
and ticket windows shall not be closed before the 
end of the seventh inning. Emergency gates may 
be used for admission only by consent of the visit- 
ing club. Separate turnstiles shall be provided for 
free admissions, including ladies and children, on 
davs when admitted free. 
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(b) A fine of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) paya- 
ble to the League Treasury, shall be imposed on 
any visiting club which fails to have an authorized 
representative on hand to comply with the pro- 
visions of the preceding paragraph. 


(c) Each club shall be required to equip its park 
with registering turnstiles which accurately re- 
cord all admissions to the park, whether paid or 
free, and shall furnish to the visiting club the 
starting and ending numbers of the turnstiles on 
any one day, showing the total number of persons 
admitted that day. 


Pass Out Checks 


Sec. 6 No return or pass out checks shall be issued by 
any club in this League. 


Rain Checks 


Sec. 7 (a) Each admission ticket to championship games 
of this League shall have attached thereto a rain 
check, exchangeable for admission to any succeed- 
ing game during the season. Such rain check shall 
be exchangeable for an admission only in the 
event that a legal game has not been played. 

(b) If a legal game has not been played the visit- 
ing club shall rot be entitled to share in the gate 
receipts. 


20x and Reserved Seat Tickets 


Sec. 8 Each member may establish such prices as it 
deems reasonable beyond the minimum general 
admission fee for box and reserved seats, or other 
accommodations. 


Game Receipts 


Sec. 9 (a) Except as provided in Art. IV, Sec. 2, 3 and 
4 (a) of the By-Laws, the home club shall pay to 
the visiting club as its share of the gate receipts 
for any officially scheduled legal game, the sum of 
twenty (20) cents for each paid adult admission 
and the sum of ten (10) cents for each paid chil- 
dren’s admission to said game, except as herein- 
before or hereinafter provided. The amount the 
visiting club shall receive as its share of each 
scheduled game shall be not less than Two Hun- 
dred Dollars ($200.00). When two championship 
games are scheduled on one day (excepting on 
Sundays or holidays), the visiting club shall re- 
ceive its share of the gate receipts as above pro- 
vided, except that only one guarantee of Two 
Hundred Dollars ($200.00) shall apply for the day. 
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When two games are scheduled on a Sunday or 
holiday a Two Hundred Dollar ($200.00) guaran- 
tee shall apply for each game. When a game on any 
one day is televised, the guarantee shall be $500.00, 
provided the game is of legal length. 


(b) If an officially scheduled game is postponed or 
transferred, the visiting club shall receive its 
minimum share of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 
at the time of postponement or transfer. If two 
games are played on one day, one being the regu- 
larly scheduled game for that day and the other a 
postponed, transferred, tied or unfinished game of 
another date, for which the home club has paid to 
the visiting team its share or guarantee, then the 
visiting club shall receive its regular visiting 
club’s share, computed on the paid admissions or 
the minimum guarantee of Two Hundred Dollars 
($200.00). 


(c) Only season tickets presented at the gate shall 
be counted in the visiting club and league share of 
the gate. 


(d) Statements of the paid and free admissions 
for each scheduled game, whether played or not, 
shall be made in triplicate. One copy shall be 
furnished to the visiting club’s representative and 
one copy shall be mailed to the league office. All 
copies are to be signed by both the visiting club’s 
— and a representative of the home 
club. 

(e) In the event that two games are played on one 
day, one game in the afternoon and one at night, 
one game being the regularly scheduled game for 
that day and the other a postponed, tied, trans- 
ferred or unfinished game of another date for 
which the visiting club has been paid its share 
or guarantee, then the afternoon game of that 
day shall be considered the regularly scheduled 
game for that date and the visiting club shall be 
paid accordingly. The night game in this case 
shall be considered the postponed, tied, or un- 
finished game and the visiting club shall receive 
twenty (20) cents for each paid adult admission 
and ten (10) cents for each children’s admission, 
but no guarantee for the night game in this case 
shall apply. 

(f) As hereinbefore provided under Article XI, 
Section 2, each club shall pay to the League the 
sum of seven (7) cents per paid admission from the 
receipts of all League games played on its home 
grounds during the regular season. Two (2) cents 
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of this per paid admission assessment shall be used 
to maintain the Players’ Bonus Fund for the Gov- 
ernor’s Cup Series. 


ARTICLE V. UMPIRES 


Selection and Assignment 


Sec. 1 The President of this League shall select a staff 
of umpires before the opening of each champion- 
ship season and shall assign them to officiate in 
the games of this League. Umpires shall be sub- 
ject to discharge by the President of this League 
and he shall fill vacancies arising in the umpire 
staff. 


Salaries and Expenses 


i) 


The umpires shall be paid such salaries and such 
expenses as may be mutually agreed upon by con- 
tract between them and the President of the 
League, which contract shall be in such form as 
the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues will approve. 


Jurisdiction 


Sec. 


Sec. 3. Umpires shall officiate at games to which as- 
signed; shall enforce, strictly and impartially, the 
Official Playing Rules and the President’s instruc- 
tions regarding any rule requiring interpretation; 
shall wear such uniform on the playing field as 
the President may designate; shall comply with 
such rules and regulations as the President may 
establish, and shall conform, both on and off the 
playing field, as representatives of this League, 
to the highest standards of personal conduct, good 
citizenship and good sportsmanship. 


Qualifications 


Sec. 4 The President shall endeavor to ascertain the com- 
petency of the umpires by personal observation of 
their work. Violation by an umpire of the Con- 
stitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, of 
his contract, or of the Official Playing Rules, or 
improper conduct on or off the playing field, shall 
subject him to discharge, fine, suspension or in- 
eligibility, as the President may determine. 


Authority 


Sec. 5 Umpires may suspend a player or manager during 
a game for the remainder of that game. Such 
suspension shall not obtain for any succeeding 
game, but the umpire shall immediately report the 
circumstances to the League President. In no case 

43 





806 


Sec. 


Sec. 





ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


shall an umpire make recommendations to the 
League President as to the penalty to be imposed. 
In cases where a player or manager is suspended 
from participation in the first game of a double- 
header by an umpire, the player or manager shall 
be eligible to compete in the second game of the 
doubleheader and in the case of a player or man- 
ager being suspended by an umpire in a morning 
game, the player or manager shall be eligible to 
compete in the afternoon of the same day. Players 
or managers who are suspended by umpires shall 
leave the field and the grounds, and in cases 
where players or managers do not leave the 
grounds for the remainder of the day (except in 
event of suspension during morning game) the 
umpire may order the player or manager from 
the stands or grounds, and if the player or man- 
ager refuses to leave, the umpire may stop play 
until the player or manager does leave the stands 
or grounds, and if the player or manager does 
not leave in a reasonable time, the game may be 
forfeited. Players or managers under suspension 
by the League President or other baseball au- 
thority and who, in the judgment of the umpire, 
are interfering with the best interests of the 
game, may be ordered from the grounds by an 
umpire. 


Reporting Time 


Umpires shall report to the field at least one hour 
and a half before the time set for starting the 
game. If they are prevented or delayed from re- 
porting at least thirty minutes before game time, 
they shall notify the home club promptly. One of 
the umpires must remain in the stands until 
fielding practice starts. He shall report to the 
League President any violations of rules concern- 
ing fraternizing, pepper games, or other offenses 
contrary to the best interests of the game. Clubs 
shall report the absence of the umpire to the 
League President. 


Selection of Substitute 


If, at the hour appointed for the beginning of the 
game, a League umpire shall not have appeared, 
the managers of each club shall select one substi- 
tute player of the other club to act as umpire 
until a League umpire appears for duty. In all 
cases where players act as umpires, and in cases 
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where League umpires officiate in exhibition 
games during the season, they shall have the same 
rights and powers as League umpires and shall 
receive the sum of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for 
each game in which they officiate. League umpires 
shall regard requests to officiate in exhibition 
games as part of their regular duties. 


Dressing Quarters 


Sec. 8 Each member shall provide at its grounds a suita- 
ble room for the umpires, with sueh dressing, 
bathing and toilet facilities as are usually pro- 
vided for such use in leagues of “AAA” classi- 
fication. 


Reserve List 


Sec. 9 The President of this League shall place upon its 
reserve list the names of all umpires on whose 
services the League may desire to retain an option 
for the ensuing year. 


Rules Interpretation Meeting 


Sec.10 Each year prior to the opening of the season, the 
League President shall hold a rules interpretation 
meeting with the League umpires and shall give 
the umpires such special instructions as he shall 
see fit. The League President shall have printed, 
copies of the rules interpretations and special in- 
structions to umpires, and shall furnish each club 
member with copies. 


ARTICLE VI. SCORERS 


Selection 


Sec. 1 Each club in this League shall, prior to the cham- 
pionship season, designate a person or persons to 
act as official scorer or scorers for all champion- 
ship games and advise the League Office of the 
names and addresses of the person or persons so 
named. 


Compensation 


Sp 
~ 
No 


The League shall pay Official Scorers out of League 
funds at the rate of $12.50 per score for each score 
of an officially completed game. No payment shall 
be made until an acceptable score on an official 
score sheet has been received at League head- 
quarters. In case of unwarranted delay by an 
official scorer in transmitting scores to the League 
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Office, the President may request that the desig- 
nated Official Scorer be replaced. 


Duties 


(a) The scorers shall keep accurate, complete and 
impartial records of the championship games of 
this League during the period of their service as 
official scorers, such records to be in accordance 
with the Official Playing Rules and such special 
scoring rules as may be adopted by this League. 
In cases of special scoring rules this League shall 
follow the custom of the National League. 

(b) Within twenty-four (24) hours of the playing 
of a championship series, the official scorer thereof 
shall mail to the Secretary of this League a com- 
plete record of such games. 


ARTICLE VII. GOVERNOR’S CUP SERIES 


1 


Definition 


(a) After the championship season has been com- 
pleted and the pennant winner declared, a series 
of games shall be played between the clubs that 
finished first, second, third, and fourth in the 
championship race. This series shall be known as 
the Governor’s Cup Series, and shall begin two 
days after the completion of the regular cham- 
pionship season. 


(b) The Governor’s Cup Series games are and will 
be considered an extension of the regular season 
for the clubs competing in the series, and all the 
provisions of the Constitution, By-Laws, and 
Rules and Regulations of the International 
League, shall apply thereto, excepting the division 
of gate receipts and rules regarding free admis- 
— which are specifically provided for herein- 
after. 


Tie in Final Standing 


(a) If the championship race should end in a tie 
or ties, such tie or ties shall be played off as 
prescribed herein, so that the order of the first 
four teams may be determined and the schedule 
of games in the Governor’s Cup Series arranged 
accordingly. 

(b) When two clubs among the first four finish the 
regular championship season in a tie, the two 
clubs so tied shall play one (1) game the next day 
to determine their final standing. The President 
of the League, or some disinterested person ap- 
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pointed by him, shall toss a coin to determine the 
place of the game, the winner of the toss having 
the choice. 


(c) When three (3) clubs are tied for first or 
second place at the close of the regular Champion- 
ship season, a round robin, similar to that adopted 
by the National League, shall determine the 
winner. A coin will be tossed to decide the two (2) 
clubs to play the first game and the club that 
loses two (2) games will be eliminated, and then 
the next club to lose two (2) games will also be 
eliminated, and will finish next to the club win- 
ning the position contested for by these games. 
The League President shall toss a coin to decide 
the grounds for the first series of games, but 
during the following series, the games will be 
played on the grounds of the club that did not 
have HOME games during the first series; or if 
they did have an equal number of home games, 
then a coin shall be tossed to decide the grounds. 
But in all games, where one team has already had 
more home games than the other club, the games 
shall be played on the grounds of the club having 
the least home games. 


(d) When three (3) clubs are tied for third place, 
a total of two (2) games shall be played. A tossing 
of a coin shall determine the club drawing the 
“bye,” and the winner of the first game shall be 
declared the third-place winner, and the loser 
shall play the club drawing the “bye” one game 
to decide fourth place. A coin shall be tossed to 
decide the grounds for each game. 


(e) When three clubs are tied for fourth place, 
the tossing of a coin shall determine the team 
having the “bye,” and the loser of the first game 
shall play the “bye” club, and the winner of this 
game shall play the first-game winner one game 
to decide fourth place. A coin shall be tossed by 
the League President to decide the grounds for 
each of these games, except that where one club 
already has had more home games than the other, 
the game shall be played on the grounds of the 
team that has the least number of home games. 


(f) The receipts of such game shall be divided in 
the same manner as the games of the Governor’s 
Cup Series and the same rules shall apply to such 


games as apply to other games of the Governor’s 
Cup Series. 
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Schedule 


(a) Two days after the completion of the regular 
Championship schedule, the Club which has fin- 
ished first in the Championship race, shall play a 
series of games with the club which has finished 
fourth. The series shall consist of seven games, 
unless one club shall win four games before the 
seventh game is played. 


(b) In the same manner, the club which has fin- 
ished second in the Championship race shall play 
a similar series with the club which has finished 
third. 


(c) Beginning the day following the last game of 
either of the above series, unless train connections 
make it impossible, the winners of the two series 
shall play a final series to determine the winner of 
the Governor’s Cup. This final series shall consist 
of seven games, unless one team shall have won 
four games before the seventh game is played. 
The winner of the final series shall be declared 
the winner of the Governor’s Cup. 


(d) The grounds on which the first two games of 
any series are played shall be selected by the con- 
testing club which has finished with the highest 
percentage in the Championship race. The next 
three games shall be played on the grounds of 
the contesting club on whose grounds the first 
two games were not played. The remaining games 
of the series shall be played on the grounds where 
the first two games were played. 


(e) By mutual agreement between the contesting 
clubs and with the approval of the President of 
the League, any series games may be postponed 
to a later date. If deemed necessary to save trans- 
portation expense, the grounds on which series 
games are played may be determined by the clubs 
eligible to play in this series, and if any dispute 
should arise as to dates and grounds, the dates 
and grounds for playing any game shall be deter- 
mined by the League President. 


Admissions 

(a) The admission prices charged for the series 
games shall be those prices established during the 
scheduled season by the club on whose grounds 
the game is played. 

(b) There shall be no free admissions to any of 
the series games, except those mutually agreed 
upon by the Presidents of the two contesting clubs. 
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Division of Receipts 


The gross receipts of each scries game (after 
deducting the admission tax) shall be divided as 
follows: 


bi (10) ee r cent of the gross receipts to the 
League Treasury. 


Forty-five (45) per cent of the gross receipts 
to the Treasury of the Home Club. 


Forty-five (45) per cent of the gross receipts 
to the Treasury of the Visiting Club. 


Players’ Contracts 


Contracts of players who are on the roster of the 
clubs competing in the series shall be extended 
from the closing day of the regular season to and 
including the last day said players’ clubs are com- 
peting in any of the series games and shall be 
effective as to salary, terms, and regulations. 


Player Limit 


The player limit for the Governor's Cup Series 
shall be the same as in effect in this League during 
the Active Player limit period [twenty (20) active 
players]. Excluding pitchers, a player injured dur- 
ing the Governors’ Cup Series may be replaced by 
a player of that club not then on the Active List 
or by a player from a lower classification League. 
Players so replaced shall no longer be eligible to 
participate in playoff games. 


Salary Limit 


The salary limit shall be at the monthly rate 
established for the regular championship season, 
based on the amounts on the face of the players’ 
contracts, exclusive of any bonuses included in the 
players’ contracts approved by the League Office. 


Players’ Bonus Fund 


(a) The players competing in the Governors’ Cup 
Series shall be awarded the sum of Thirty Thou- 
sand Dollars ($30,000.00) to be raised by impos- 
ing a tax of two cents on all paid admissions during 
the season. If this tax is not sufficient to create a 
fund of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00), then 
the difference between the amount raised and the 
Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) required shall 
be paid out of League Funds. 


The award of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) 
shall be divided among the players as follows: 
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Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) shall go to the 
players of the pennant winning club. 

Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) shall go to 
the players of the club winning the Governor’s 
Cup Series. 

Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) shall go to the 
players of the runner-up club in the final Gov- 
ernor’s Cup Series. 

Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) 
shall go to the players of each club in the semi- 
final series of the Governor’s Cup Series. 

(b) The club presidents shall act as agents for 
the International League in disbursing the 
amounts received to the players on their respective 
clubs, in such manner and in such proportions as 
the eligible players on their clubs shall, by a 
majority vote, decide. 


Taxes 

League Clubs participating in the Governor’s Cup 
Series shall be reimbursed from the Play-Off Fund 
Account for all taxes which they will be compelled 
to pay on the monies paid to their players from 
the Governor’s Cup Series. The normal Social 
Security tax is to be paid by the individual players 
as heretofore. 


Awarding of Cup 


(a) The Club winning the Governor’s Cup Series 
shall be presented with the Governor’s Cup and 
may retain possession of same until it is won by 
some other club. The Club winning the Governor’s 
Cup shall represent the International League in 
a Fenian World Series with the winner of the 
Governor’s Cup in the American Association. 

(b) The names of the Clubs winning the Gover- 
nor’s Cup Series shall be engraved on the original 
Governor’s Cup, and a small replica of the Gover- 
nor’s Cup shall be awarded to the Club winning 
the Governor’s Cup Series each year. 


ARTICLE VIII. CONTRACTS 


Uniform Contracts and Approval 


(a) This league shall use the Uniform Player 
Contract prescribed by the National Association 
Agreement. 
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(b) All contracts between players and club mem- 
bers must be submitted to the President of the 
National Association and be subject to his ap- 
proval before being made a matter of record in 
the League President’s Office. 


(c) A Transmittal Form shall be submitted to the 
President of the National Association with each 
contract. This Form shall contain the name and 
address of the player, his Social Security Number, 
monthly or season salary, and any other terms 
agreed upon between the player and club. A copy 
of this Form must be sent to the President of this 
League immediately upon the execution of the 
contract. 


(d) Contracts must be submitted to the President 
of the National Association within 20 days of the 
date they are executed. 


Signing 
Sec. 2 (a) No player shall be eligible to participate in a 
championship game of this League until a con- 
tract has been duly executed by the club and the 
player. 
(b) Any game won by a club in which an un- 
signed player participates shall be eliminated 


from the records, but any game lost shall stand 
in the records. 


Assignment and Release 


Sec. 3 (a) Members shall promptly notify the President 
of this League when a player’s contract is as- 
signed, whether outright, conditionally or option- 
ally. He shall also be notified when a player is 
suspended or placed on the Voluntarily Retired, 
Ineligible, Temporarily Inactive, Disabled or 
Military List. Such notification shall be submitted 
on forms prescribed by the National Association. 
(b) No player shall be transferred from one club 
of this league to another from midnight August 
20 to the close of the championship season, except 
on waivers. 

(c) No member shall acquire a player who is 
under control of a Class AAA or major league 
club from midnight, August 20, to the close of the 
championship season, except by the unanimous 
consent of the League. 

(d) Any player who is out on option from a club 
in this League to a club in a league of lower 
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classification, cannot be transferred to another 
club in this League between midnight August 20 
and the close of the championship season, except 
on waivers. 


Effect of Disbandment 


The disbandment of a club member of this League, 
or its withdrawal or forfeiture of membership, 
shall vest in the League title to the services of 
such club’s players, which players shall be subject 
to transfer to any club or clubs the Leagues may 
designate. However, if such change of status shall 
take place during the championship season, or 
within 30 days prior thereto, the a amns shall 
immediately notify the players whom it desires 
to retain. Their salaries thereafter accruing, as 
well as any salaries in arrears due them, shall be 
paid by the League until such time as they shall 
be transferred or released. Any plaver not so 
notified shall become a free agent. 


Reserve List 


On or before the date fixed by the National Asso- 
ciation for the reservation of players each year, 
each member club shall forward to the President 
of the National Association its Reserve List and 
a copy shall be sent to the President of this 
League. 


ARTICLE IX. PLAYER LIMITS 


National Association Limits 


No club of AAA classification shall have under 
contract or reservation at any time more than 
thirty-eight (38) players. This number shall in- 
clude the contracts of all players on the Active, 
Disabled, Temporarily Inactive, and Suspended 
Lists, and all players’ contracts optionally as- 
signed BY the club. It shall not include the con- 
tracts of players which have been promulgated 
as being on the National Defense Service, Mili- 
tary, Government, Voluntarily Retired, Restricted, 
or Ineligible Lists, and the contracts of non- 
playing managers. During the period commencing 
thirty (30) days after the opening of its cham- 
pionship season and continuing twenty (20) days 
prior to the close thereof, no AAA club shall have 
on its Active List more than twenty-one (21) 
players. 
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Sec. 2. (a) Exclusive of reinstated NDS players as pre- 
scribed by the National Agreement, each club shall 
be permitted to carry no more than twenty-three 
(23) players on its Active List for the first thirty 
(30) days of the season from Opening Day, and 
thereafter not more than twenty (20) players until 
twenty (20) days before the close of the season. 
(b) On or before noon on Opening Day of each 
year each club shall submit to the League Pre- 
sident the names of its Active players and the 
League President shall promptly transmit to each 
club a complete list of all Active players in the 
League. No player other than the registered Active 
players shall be eligible to compete in a champion- 
ship game of the League, unless one of the regis- 
tered players shall first have been removed from 
the Active List of that club and the League Presi- 
dent so notified. 


(c) Clubs may carry a non-playing coach who shall 
not count in the salary limits. Such coach may later 
be placed on the Active List and included in the 
salary limit; however, once a coach is placed on 
the Active List he may nct then again be removed- 
to the status of non-playing coach. 


(d) Any registered player whose name is removed 
from the Active List for any cause, shall he in- 
eligible to participate again as an Active player 
until ten (10) days from the date he was removed 
from the Active List. 
(e) Any championship game in which «a player, 
not registered and approved by the League Presi- 
dent as an Active Player, competes, shall be 
voided and the game forfeited to the team against 
which the ineligible player participated. 
(f) If a player is injured during a game, he may 1 
be replaced by another player at once by notice to i 
the Umpire-in-Chief in that game of the removal | 
of any one active player from the Active List, and 
by giving the Umpire-in-Chief the name of the 
mt ot who is substituting on the Active List for ' 
the removed active player. A player so removed | 
from the Active List shall not again be eligible 
for the Active List until ten (10) days have 
transpired. Information regarding such substitu- 
tion during the game aul be immediately com- 
municated to the League Office by telephone or 
telegraph. If a club does not have the maximum 
number of players on its Active List it shall not be 
necessary to remove one player from the Active 
List when another is injured. 
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(g) A player who is injured while rendering 
service to his club and who has been removed from 
the Active List accordingly, may be reinstated to 
the Active List after ten days, provided applica- 
tion for such reinstatement is made to and ap- 
proved by the League President. 


(h) Each club must file with the League President 
a list of its pitchers, and only men so classified 
shall be permitted to pitch in a championship 
game. 


(i) A player who is out on Optional Assignment 
subject to recall may be placed on the Active List 
of the recalling club before the expiration of ten 
(10) days, providing the club has less than 
the maximum number of players on its Active List. 
This applies also to a player out on option who is 
returned by the optionee club. 


ARTICLE X. SALARY LIMITS 
Amount and Periods 


(a) No club in this League shall pay to its players 
who appear on the eligible list, or who participate 
in a championship game during any one year, 
salaries whose aggregate total is more than the 
limit for the periods hereinafter specified, subject 
to the specific exceptions hereinafter stated: 


PERIOD AND SALARY SCHEDULE 
First period, Opening day to May 20.... $17,300.00 


Second period, May 21 to June 16.......... 11,000.00 
Third period, June 16 to July 15............ 14,400.00 
Fourth period, July 16 to August 20...... 16,800.00 


Fifth period, August 21 to closing date 10,500.00 


Total for regular season................ $70,000.00 


(b) Unused salary balances may be carried for- 
ward from one period to another, but clubs are 
prohibited from drawing upon any period in 
advance. 


Players on Option from Majors 


Clubs shall report and count in their club limits 
only $450 per month of the salary of each player 
optioned to them by a Major League club, if the 
optioned contract calls for a salary in excess of 
$450 per month. However, clubs shall count the 
aneik salary under the original contract of the 
assignor Major League Club if such salary is $450 
or less. 
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Players Acquired by Purchase 

If a player is acquired outright or conditionally 
from a Major League club at any time during the 
one year period beginning with the close of one 
International League season and ending with the 
close of the next, only the average salary of the 
League need be declared in the salary affidavit of 
such player for services performed during the 
playing season included in said one year period. 
The ee salary for this League is $685.00 per 
month. 


Playing Manager 
Any salary, bonus, or extra compensation, prom- 
ised to be paid or actually paid, to a playing 
manager in excess of $425 per month for the 
International League season, shall not be con- 
sidered “salary”? and need not be reported to the 
League Secretary. 


Bonus 
(a) Any bonus paid to a player who is a free 
agent when signing a contract shall not be con- 
sidered as “salary” and need not be reported to 
the League Secretary. 
(b) Any and all salary, bonus, extra compensa- 
tion, or travel allowance, except the travel allow- 
ance permitted by the rules of the National 
Association, and except as herein specifically 
stated, which is paid to any player or players, or 
player’s family, either directly or indirectly, by 
the club with which the player is under contract, 
or by any other club, corporation, or person, shall 
be considered as “salary,” and shall be reported 
to the Secretary of the League. 
(c) No bonus shall be paid to a player, or players, 
of any club for finishing in a stated position in 
the pennant race. 


Effective Periods 


Salary paid to any player in compliance with the 
salary limit provisions shall be reported to the 
League President only from the first day he par- 
ticipates in a championship game. 


Filing Affidavit 
On or before 5 days after the close of each Salary 


Period each club member shall forward to the 
Secretary of this League a statement showing the 
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salary paid to each player for the preceding 
salary period, as hereinbefore defined and as 
hereinbefore required to be recorded. Such list 
shall be a true, accurate, and complete statement 
of the salary paid and required to be recorded, 
and shall be certified to as follows by the Presi- 
dent of the club: “I hereby certify that to the 
best of my knowledge and belief the above state- 
ment is a true, accurate and complete statement 
of all compensation which the salary rules of this 
League require to be recorded as paid to any 
player, or players, under contract with the 
ssasnsdusncondsviossqnnnt ere te itastede etl Club for the period 
Suid paieiek seeds OWN Gi wikdendied -@eiatbabia cat eCPM 
WONOORIOE PN FIG TI Bivens abet dati coe ese Club 
or any Club, corporation, or person.” 


Violation of Salary Limit 


(a) Any club which records a total salary for a 
salary period which is in excess of the limit 
allowed herein for that period shall be fined the 
sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500), and all 
games won by such club during the salary period 
for which such excess was recorded shall be 
thrown out of the official League standings and 
counted as not played, unless the League by a 
majority vote of its members (the offending club 
not voting) shall decide to impose a larger fine 
and have the games remain as played. 

(b) Any club which the board of directors shall, 
after hearing evidence, find guilty of falsely 
certifying to a salary list may be penalized in such 
a manner as the Board of Directors shall deter- 
mine. Such penalty may be the declaring of any 
player under contract with the offending club a 
free agent, or by ordering any player’s contract 
with the offending club assigned to another club 
under terms and conditions specified by the Board 
of Directors. To carry out the provisions of this 
section, the guilt and penalty shall be determined 
by five votes of the Board of Directors (the offend- 
ing club not voting). 


ARTICLE XI. WAIVERS 


Requirements 


(a) Before a club may assign a player’s contract 
to another Minor League club other than a mem- 
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ber of this League, or unconditionally release a 
player, or cancel the option of an optionally as- 
signed player, each member of this League must 
be given an opportunity to take an assignment of 
such contract. Only when no club accepts the 
assignment, may the assignment to another Minor 
League club be made. Waivers shall not be re- 
quired for the optional assignment of a player’s 
contract if such optional assignment is made 
within the limitations set forth in Sec. 25.02 of 
the National Association Agreement. 


(bd) Requests for Waivers shall specify the salary 
and all terms of the player’s contract. In the case 
of a player whose contract has been purchased 
within one year prior to the date of the Waiver 
request, the latter shall include the date of the 
sales agreement and the purchase price. 


Procedure 


Sec. 2 When the President of this League receives a 
request for Waivers, he shall immediately notify 
all other members by mail or telegraph. Any 
member desiring the assignment of such player’s 
contract shall advise the League President within 
seventy-two (72) hours of the time the notice 
requesting Waivers was released by the League 
office during the playing season, and within seven 
(7) days of the date on the requesting notice be- 
tween playing seasons. If the League office notifies 
the members by telegraph, the period within 
which Waivers can be exercised shall begin with 
the time the telegram is received by the telegraph 
office in the city where the League office is located. 
Telegrams received on Sunday or after 12:00 noon 
Saturday shall be considered as received on the 
following Monday at 9:00 A. M., if such Monday 
is not a holiday. Telegrams received on holidays 
shall be considered as received at 9:00 A. M. on 
the day following such a holiday, when the fol- 
lowing day is not a Sunday. When the time limit 
of the Waivers request expires on Sunday, it 
shall be extended until the following Monday. In 
case of a conflict in time, due to varying state 
or local daylight regulations, standard time shall 
govern. 


Claims 


Sec. 3 (a) Ifa player is claimed on Waivers, the member 
requesting the Waivers shall be notified promptly 
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by the League President. Unless such member, 
within forty-eight (48) hours of the notice of the 
claim during the playing season, and within 48 
hours after the time for filing claims has elapsed 
between seasons, shall give the President notice 
that it withdraws the Waiver request, the claim- 
ing club must take the assignment of the player’s 
contract. The receiving time at the telegraph 
office, or the post office, in the city in which the 
League Office is located, shall determine the time 
Waivers are requested. The receiving time at the 
telegraph office, or post office, in the member city 
shall determine the time of claiming a contract on 
Waivers, or the withdrawing of a Waiver request. 
(b) When Waivers are asked for a fourth time 
on a player whose contract has been claimed three 
times previously in the — of a year beginning 
with the starting date of the closed period (during 
which time no assignments can be made) to the 
starting date of the closed period of the following 
year, the Waiver request shall state that this is 
the fourth request by the asking club and is 
irrevocable. 


Waivers by Telegraph 


During the period within eleven (11) days prior 
to December 2, of each year, clubs may request 
Waivers on players by telegraph. Claims for such 
players must be filed with the League President 
within seventy-two (72) hours from the time the 
Waiver request is sent from the League office. 
There shall be a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) when 
such telegraphic waivers are requested. 


Conflicting Claims 


If two or more members claim a player on 
Waivers, they shall have priority in reverse order 
of their standing in the League at the time the 
right to claim expires, provided that more than 
fifteen (15) days of the championship season have 
elapsed. If two or more members claim the same 
player before fifteen (15) days of the champion- 
ship season have elapsed, they shall have priority 
in reverse order of their standing at the close of 
the preceding season. If claiming members have 
the same standing, the award shall be decided 
by lot. 
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Reclaiming Players 


If a member who has secured a player on Waivers 
shall ask Waivers on that player within thirty 
(30) days after securing him, the member from 
whom the player was claimed shall have prior 
rights in reclaiming him and no withdrawal of 
the Waiver request shall be permitted. 


Eligibility of Claimed Player 


Any player awarded to another member of the 
League on Waivers shall be eligible to play with 
the assignee member, even though such award is 
made between August 20, and the close of the 
championship season. 


Waiver Price 


(a) A member awarded a player’s contract on 
Waivers shall pay to the assigning club, through 
the National Association office, the sum of 
$4,000.00, such payment to be made within five 
(5) days of the award. 


(b) If the claimed player’s contract has been pur- 
chased within one (1) year prior to the date of 
the Waiver request, at a price in excess of 
$4,000.00, and the club’s Waiver request shall 
have stated the purchase price, then the claiming 
club shall pay to the requesting club, through the 
National Association office, the same amount the 
requesting club paid for the assignment of the 
player’s contract. The year prior to the date of 
the Waiver request shall begin with the date of 
the recorded transfer agreement. 

(c) When Waivers are requested on a player 
whose contract has been purchased for an amount 
in excess of $4,000.00, the purchase price must be 
stated in the Waiver request. After one year has 
expired, the League Waiver price ($4,000.00) 
shall then apply to such player when Waivers are 
requested. Waivers secured under the purchase 
price are not valid beyond one year from the date 
of purchase. 

(d) If a club misrepresents the purchase price of 
a player’s contract in a Waiver request, the 
Waiver price shall be $4,000.00 and the Waiver 
request in such a case may not be withdrawn. 
(e) Waivers secured on players during the play- 
ing season shall be valid for the period of thirty 
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(30) days from the date Waivers were granted. 
Waivers secured on players between playing sea- 
sons shall be valid up to and including May 20 of 
the playing season next following the date of the 
Waiver request. 


ARTICLE XII. DISPUTES AND CLAIMS 
Jurisdiction and Appeal 


Sec. 1 The President of this League, as Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, shall have original jurisdic- 
tion of all claims, disputes and complaints within 
the jurisdiction of this League, subject to the 
right of any interested party to request action by 
the full Board at the outset in connection with 
any matter not within the President’s final juris- 
diction, and except as otherwise provided by the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, 
of the National Association, or of the Major- 
Minor League Agreement, and in addition to any 
right of appeal therein set forth, either party may 
appeal from the President’s decision to the Board 
of Directors of this League, provided written 
notice of such appeal be given within ten (10) 
days by the appellant to the other parties con- 
cerned and to the President. 


Filing Claim 


Sec. 2 All claims, disputes, controversies and complaints 
must be presented within the time limited by the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, 
or by the National Association Agreement or the 
Major-Minor League Agreement, as the case may 
be, or, if not fixed thereby, then within sixty (60) 
days of the maturity of the claim or of the date 
the complainant first had notice of the matters 
at issue. 


Hearings 


Sec. 3 Hearings upon claims, disputes, and complaints 
before the President or Board of Directors of this 
League shall be conducted, in general, like judicial 
proceedings and with due regard for the principles 
of equity and justice. Technical rules of evidence 
may be subordinated, as may seem desirable, to 
ascertainment of the truth and justice of the 
matters at issue. 
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Judgment and Default 

If any member, or person, party to any charge, 
claim, dispute, complaint or other matter shall fail 
to answer fully thereto within the time specified 
by the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this 
League, or within such time as the President or 
Board of Directors of this League may have 
allowed in writing, judgment shall be rendered or 
action taken against the party in default; and no 
appeal therefrom or request for rehearing shall 
be considered unless such party in default shall 
have, in the opinion of the President or Board of 
Directors, as the case may be, established that the 
default was not negligent or willful. 


Written Notice 


Written notices of decisions shall be given all 
parties interested in the matters at issue, and, 
whenever in the opinion of the President or Board 
of Directors such action may be desirable, to 
members of this League and other baseball leagues 
and officials, or to the public generally. 


Expense of Hearings 


6 The President or Board of Directors may impose 


the expense of hearings, including witness fees 
and expenses, but not including counsel fees, on 
one or more parties to the claim, dispute or com- 
plaint as the facts may warrant. 


Application for Rehearing 


7 No rehearing shall be granted by the President or 


Board of Directors of this League except upon 
written application filed within ten (10) days, 
assigning reasons for reversal or modification of 
the decision, and also stating any new evidence, 
data or argument in support thereof, and if previ- 
ously available, satisfactorily explaining failure 
to present it upon the original hearing. 


ARTICLE XIII 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 


This League shall retain its membership in the 
National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues from year to year, and each member 
shall pay to the National Association its annual 
protection fee as provided in the National Asso- 
ciation Agreement. 
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ARTICLE XIV. ARREARS 


If any member or members shall be in arrears to 
the League at the time of any special or annual 
meeting of the League and such member or 
members shall have been in arrears for a period 
exceeding thirty (30) days, such member or mem- 
bers shall not be entitled to vote on any matter 
excepting the adoption of a schedule while such 
member or members shall continue in arrears to 
the League. To deny any member or members the 
right to vote as provided in this section, two (2) 
members must notify the League President in 
writing prior to the “Call to Order” of any meet- 
ing at which such club is to be denied the right to 
vote, and the League President shall immediately 
notify the member or members so affected. 


On motion, duly made and seconded, it is hereby 


RESOLVED, That the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules of this League as hereby adopted and sub- 
scribed to at New York, N. Y., February 4, 1930 
and any Amendments thereto, shall be the Laws 
and Rules under which the International League 
of Professional Baseball Clubs shall operate 
from this date; and, it is further 


RESOLVED, That the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules as adopted and subscribed to in New 
York, N. Y., February 4, 1930, and any Amend- 
ments thereto, shall replace all Constitutional 
Articles, By-Laws and Rules and resolutions of 
the International League of Professional Base- 
ball Clubs, or any amendments thereto, adopted 
prior to February 4, 1930. 


Carried unanimously on a roll call vote. 


ARTICLE XV 
DISCIPLINE OF PLAYERS AND OFFICIALS 


Farcical Play 


Sec. 1 Any player or manager who makes, or attempts 
to make, a farce or burlesque of a game, or of his 
play therein, may be fined not less than One Hun- 
dred Dollars ($100.00) and/or suspended not ex- 
ceeding ten (10) days, as the President of this 
League may order. 
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Conduct 


2 Any player, manager, club official, League em- 


ployee or League official, improperly conducting 
himself in public, by intoxication, fighting, gam- 
bling, indecency, or other disreputable or criminal 
conduct, whether on or off the field, prejudicial 
to the good repute or welfare of professional base- 
ball or of this League, may be fined and/or sus- 
pended or declared ineligible as the President of 
the League, or Board of Directors, may deem 
proper. 


Penalty for Conduct Violation 


Members may fine, suspend or otherwise discipline 
their players as provided by the terms of the 
player’s contract, and shall notify the League 
President in writing of any such fines or suspen- 
sions promptly. A player fined by his club One 
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) or more, or suspended 
for ten (10) days or more, may appeal to the 
League President, or Board of Directors of this 
League, and either the League President, or 
Board of Directors, may revoke, suspend, or 
commute, the suspension of fine. 


Gambling 


The President of this League, in conformance 
with the Major-Minor League rules, shall require 
that a printed copy of Rule 21 of that instrument, 
containing prohibitions against gambling and 
other misconduct, together with the penalties for 
violation thereof, shall be posted in each clubhouse 
of the League. 


Fraternizing by Players 


No player, after having entered upon the playing 
field for participation in a championship game, 
shall visit or fraternize with a player or players 
of the visiting team. For each such violation, a 
penalty of Ten Dollars ($10.00) shall be assessed 
against the player, but only after he has first been 
warned by the umpire. 


Batting Toward Stands 


A player batting a ball toward the stands during 
practice or in “pepper games” will be fined Ten 
Dollars ($10.00) for each offense, after he has 
been warned by the umpire. 


Protective Headgear 


All batters must wear protective headgear while 
at bat. The plate umpire shall see that this rule is 
strictly enforced. 
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ARTICLE XVI. MISCELLANEOUS RULES 


1 


Batting Championship Eligibility 


A player must take part in at least 100 games in 
order to qualify for the batting championship of 
this League, unless otherwise provided by the 
rules of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues. 


Players’ Meal Allowance 


Each club, while on the road, shall provide ade- 
quate meals and hotel accommodations for its 
players. The League shall decide on a per diem 
meal allowance and each club shall be required 
to give its players the full amount established. 


Bat and Clubhouse Boys 


It shall be the duty of the home club to employ a 
bat boy and a clubhouse boy for the visiting club. 
The bat boy shall be properly attired in a grey 
uniform supplied by the home club. 


Umpires in Spring Training 


The League President shall assign league umpires 
to officiate in the practice and exhibition games 
held during the spring training period, beginning 
with the first exhibition game on each club’s 
schedule. The League Office shall pay the trans- 
portation of the umpires to the training camps. 
The clubs shall pay for the umpires’ hotel accom- 
modations and shall allow them Five Dollars 
($5.00) per day for meal money during the train- 
ing period. The clubs shall also pay the transpor- 
tation of the umpires from the time they reach 
camp until they arrive in New York City, the 
League being responsible for only their trans- 
portation to the training camps. 


Rain Check Validity 


The following are examples of five games that 
effect rain checks. In A and B, the rain checks 
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are good in exchange for another game. In C, D 
and E, the rain checks are not good. These situa- 
tions are explained in Section 4.10 of the Official 
Playing Rules. 


Not a Legal Game B. Not a Legal Game 

010 00 000 00 

010 0(Rain) 0CO 0(2 out in 5th; Rain) 
Legal Drawn Game D. Legal Game 

000 00 010 00 

000 00 011 Ox 


E. Legal Drawn Game 
010 00 
000 01(2 out in 5th; Rain) 
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MEMORANDUM 


April 21, 1952 


To Club Officials and League Umpires 


Gentlemen: 


The vote in regard to the 12:50 curfew 
was in favor of following the National and 
American League rule that this curfew be 
installed this year. 


Commencing on April 28rd, no inning 
of a championship game of the International 
League will start after 12:50 A.M. The time 
to govern being the time used in the city in 
which the game is played. That is, if Standard 
Time is used in a city, it will be 12:50 A.M. 
Standard Time, if Daylight Time, 12:50 A.M. 
Daylight Time. 


In regard to whether the lights should 
be turned on to finish a game on Sunday, 
the Constitution of our League provides that 
the lights shall be turned on to finish all 
‘games. As it would require six votes to change 
this rule and there were not that many 
votes in favor of the change the rule will 
stay and lights must be turned on to finish 
all games in this League, if necessary. 


F. J. Shaughnessy 
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MIDWEST LEAGUE 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
ARTICLE I. 


This organization shall be known as the Midwest League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs. 
ARTICLE II. 


Objects 


Section 1. The objects of this league shall be: (a) To perpetuate Baseball 
as the National game of the United States and to surround it with such safe- 
guards as to warrant absolute public confidence in its integrity and methods. 
(b) To protect and promote the mutual interest of Professional Baseball Clubs 
and Professional Baseball Players. (c) To establish and regulate the Base- 
ball championship of the Midwest League. 


ARTICLE III. 


Vembership 


Section 1. The league shall consist of not less than four and not more than 12 
clubs. This covenant is made by the following: 


Clinton, Iowa Paris, Illinois Kokomo, Indiana 
Decatur, Illinois Mattoon, Illinois Michigan City, Indiana 
Dubuque, Iowa Lafayette, Indiana 


Section 2. The Midwest League shall from year to year retain its membership 
in the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues and on or before 
September Ist of each year the clubs of this league shall remit to the National 
Association’s properly designated officer a check to cover the fee for member- 
ship and protection as required under Section 10.08 to 10.05 of the National 
Association agreement. 

ARTICLE IV. 


Section 1. In case a vacancy occurs in the membership of this league the 
vacated franchise will become the property of the Midwest League and the 
President shall immediately appoint a committee of three of which he shall 
be a member, to operate same for the league, or to temporarily transfer it to 
other persons in the same city or to transfer it to some other city, provided 
that such persons or city shall give satisfactory guarantee of continuing the 
membership and fulfilling all obligations. 

Section 2. Voting for membership in this league shall be by ballot, a majority 
vote being necessary for election . 

Section 3. The membership of any club herein may be terminated as follows: 
(a) By resignation, duly accepted by a majority vote of all clubs in a meeting 
duly convened. (b) By failure of any club to present its team at the time and 
place agreed upon to play any championship game or playoff game, unless 
caused by unavoidable accident or delay. (c) By the permission on its grounds 
or in any building owned by any club of open betting or pool selling, or by 
participating in any offer of conspiracy to lose a game of baseball, or the failure 
to suspend or immediately expel from the team a player, Manager or club of- 
ficial who shall be proven guilty of any of the above violations, detrimental to 
the integrity of the game. (d) By the disbandment of any club of this 
organization or team during the championship season, unless such disbandment 
is sanctioned by the majority members of the league, because of circumstances 
beyond the control of the disbanding club. (e) By the failure or refusal of 
any club to comply with any lawful requirements of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues, or of this league, or by the willful violation 
of any club of any provisions of this constitution, or the legislation of playing 
rules made in pursuance thereof. (f) By the failure or refusal of any club to 
fulfill its contractual obligations. (g) By majority vote of all clubs that for 
business reasons, the membership of any club is ne longer desirable. 

Section 4. To carry into effect the provisions of Section 3 of this article 
of the constitution the facts in the case covered by any section must be im- 
mediately reported to the president of the league, who shall call a meeting 
of the league to determine the facts of the case and to take such action as the 


ee OE 








830 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


league by a majority vote, shall deem advisable. The findings of the majority 
vote of all clubs, except those concerned shall be final and conclusive. 

Section 5. The disposal of a controlling interest in any club by any indi 
vidual owner or owners of their franchise must be acceptable to the league by a 
majority vote and no franchise as now located in the Midwest League can be 
moved to any other city without first giving a five days notice in writing to the 
president of the league who shall call a special meeting of the directors to 
approve or disapprove of said transfer. 

Section 6. In the event any club shall forfeit its membership in this league 
during the championship season, or Shaughnessy playoffs, it shall lose all rights 
and interest that it may have had to any money in the hands of the league 
treasurer. 

Section 7. In the event that any club shall forfeit its membership during 
the championship season or Shaughnessy playoffs, the president shall be au 
thorized to use said club’s share in all moneys he has in his hands or that may 
be otherwise due defaulting club through baseball channels to fill said vacancy 
and to carry the club until it is filled. If more money is needed, the president 
is authorized to levy an assessment on the remaining clubs. 

Section 8. In the event that any club shall be expeled from this league or shall 
forfeit its membership they shall forfeit to the league all rights and interest 
they may have had to any money in the hands of the treasurer passing through 
the National Associaton for such club and any and all interest in players 
contracts or any assignment thereof. 


ARTICLE \ 
Officers and Their Duties 


Section 1. The office of the President-Treasurer for the Midwest League 
shall be the only one paid a yearly salary. The salary of the President-Treasurer 
shall be $1,600.00 per year. At the end of the year, further discussion shall 
determine any additional compensation that may be needed. The other officers 
shall be a Vice President and a Secretary. (a) At its annual meeting the 
league shall elect by a majority vote a President-Treasurer, Vice President and 
a Secretary whose terms shall be for a period designated when such election 
takes place. (b) All checks shall be signed and drawn by the President 
Treasurer. (c) The President-Treasurer shall endorse all checks coming through 
his office made payable to any individual club, and make proper entry in books and 
bank and bank deposit. The President-Treasurer is authorized to receive all 
checks from the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues payable 
to the clubs of this league, and to cash said checks and make authorized deduc 
tions payable to the league treasurer and remit balance of said checks to the 
proper club 

Section 2. The President-Treasurer shall have the authority usually vested 
in the executive officer of any organization and shall perform the duties of such 
and be responsible for such. He shall preside at all meetings of the league, but 
shall have a vote only in the case of a tie or to constitute a quorum. He shall 
have a general supervision of the league and shall do and perform all things 
which shall become necessary to protect the league and to secure a strict com 
pliance with the letter and spirit of this agreement by all parties who are or 
may become members of this league. An appeal from any of his actions or 
rulings shall rest with the league except in the appointment and assignment of 
umpires, decisions on protested games and rulings on the conduct of players, 
their discipline and all regulations looking to and preserving the order and 
dignity of the league. (a) The President-Treasurer shall represent the league at 
the annual meeting of the National Association, and at such other meetings as the 
league may direct. All travel expenses on such trips shall be paid by the league 

(b) The president is empowered to bar from the league any player, Manager, 
or umpire released by any other league or association for conduct prejudicial 
to the good of the game. He may expel from the league any player, Manager, or 
umpire guilty of such conduct and no club shall be permitted to reemploy such 
player or Manager. The league shall assume all responsibilities for legal pro 
ceedings that may arise in enforcing this provision. 

Section 3. The President shall have the authority to issue league passes which 
shall be honored at all championship games played in any park of this league. 

Section 4. The books, accounts, and records of the league shall be audited each 
year and copies of the report given to each ec} einl prior to the annual 
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meeting. (a) The fiscal year of the league shall begin October Ist. (b) The 
president shall receive all dues, fees and assessments, and shall be the custodian 
of all funds of the league, and shall make such payments as ordered by the board 
of directors, and payments he deems necessary for the operation of the league. 
(c) The funds of the league shall be deposited in a recognized bank by the Presi- 
dent-Treasurer. (d) The President-Treasurer and the Secretary shall be reim- 
bursed for all expenses actually incurred by them in the service of the league and 
at the expiration of their term shall account for and deliver to the board of 
directors all the property and papers which may have come into their hands by 
virtue of their office. 

Section 5. Should the office of the President become vacant for any reason, 
the Vice President should immediately assume office of President and within 30 
days from the date of assuming office call a meeting of the board of directors 
for the election of a President. 

Section 6. The President at all times shall have access to the books of any 
club that is a member of this league and whenever in his judgment an emergency 
exist he shall have the lawful right and due authority to take over such club, 
its books, accounts, obligations and accounts due, and to manage said club taken 
over for the best interest of the Midwest League. 

Section 7. The board of directors shall consist of the President-Treasurer, 
Vice President, and the Secretary and one member from each club, said member 
to be designated by the President of the club to the league President. 

Section 8 The board of directors shall be the sole tribunal to determine dis- 
putes between clubs, except such disputes as the President is authorized to 
settle. The findings of a majority vote of the board of directors shall constitute 
a final decision in all cases brought before them, from which there shall be no 
appeal. 

Section 9. No club member shall sit in trial of a case in which his club is inter- 
ested. This is mandatory and must be inforced by the president. Any expense 
of trials or arbitrations shall be borne by the parties adjudged at fault. 

Section 10. The board of directors at any regular or called meeting may upon 
a majority vote of its members, elect to go into Executive Session for a transaction 
of its business. 

Section 11. A member may be represented at any meeting of this league by 
proxy given to another member of this league, if a certificate of appointment of 
such proxy signed by an officer of such member, shall be filed with the President 
of this league before or when the meeting shall be called to order. 

Section 12. Except as the league may otherwise order, no person other than the 
President of this league shall give out any information regarding matters con- 
sidered or transacted at meetings of this league. 


ARTICLE VI 
Finances, Dues, and Guarantees 


Section 1. Each club shall each year deposit with the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues a guaranty deposit such as is provided for or may 
be provided for in the rules of the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues. 

Section 2. Each club in this league shall be assessed $100.00 per week dur- 
ing the playing season, the first 10 weeks dues or $1,000.00 to be paid in advance 
before opening day of the season, the additional weekly dues of $100.00 per 
week being payable on the Monday of the 11th week of the playing season and 
each Monday for the remainder of the regular championship schedule. 

Section 3. The clubs may be assessed equally by the President of the league 
for any expenses incurred and which are not covered by the dues. 

Section 4. Receipts of all games played during the championship season, 
with the exception of any pooled games and playoff games, shall be the property 
of the home clubs. 

Section 5. The salary limit of each club shall not exceed the amount set out 
in the rules of the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. The 
salary limit does not apply to the first 20 days of the regular season or the last 
20 days of the regular season. 

Section 6. The minimum general admission at the gate shall be 50 cents 
exclusive of tax. Adult admission applies to children over 16 years of age. 
Prices for season box seats, season tickets, coupon books and children under 
16 years of age to be set by each individual club. 

Section 7. All clubs shall pay their own expenses while on the road. 
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ARTICLE VII 
Special Games 


Section 1. The President if he sees fit, may appoint a committee of three 
directors including himself to formulate the rules for the staging of any all star 
games or postseason series. 

Section 2. The President shall upon the approval of the board of directors 
arrange for any postseason interleague series with a pennant winner or 
Shaughnessy playoff winner of any league of like classification. But only with 
the consent of the President of the National Association of Professional Base- 
ball Leagues. 

ARTICLE VIII 


Umpires, Official Scorers, Statisticians 


Section 1. (a) A staff of umpires shall be selected by the President prior to 
the opening of the season. (b) The umpires shall be under the sole direction 
and control of the President, from whom they shall receive all assignments 
to duty and all instructions regarding the interpretation of playing rules. The 
President shall prescribe the proper uniform for them, all parts of which shall 
be worn while they are acting as umpires. (c) The President may remove any 
league umpire at any time and has full authority to fill vacancies. (d) Um 
pires must report to home club one hour before play is scheduled to start, should 
he be ill or for Other causes not be able to umpire he must so report. (e) It 
shall be the duty of each club to accept as umpire for any championship or 
playoff game, such umpire or substitute as the President shall assign to such 
game, and only in the event of the failure of the umpire so assigned to appear 
at the hour for the beginning of each game, shall the duty devolve upon the 
manager of the home club to designate from the players on the visiting clubs 
bench and not in the game one player, and from the home club one player, not 
in the game, both of whom must be accepted as the umpires for the game, 
said player umpires to be paid $5.00 each by the President, to be deducted 
from the salary or salaries of the umpire or umpires at fault. (f) Any club 
refusing to start a game because of any umpire or umpires assigned to such 
game, shall lose the game on forfeit and be fined the sum of $250.00. 

Section 2. The President of the league shall request each club to appoint 
an official scorer for each championship game to be paid the amount of $4.00 per 
game as voted by the board of directors. Each club shall pay the scorer direct 
after he gives satisfactory evidence that the official sheets have been sent to 
the league statistician within 10 days after the game has been played. 

Section 3. The league statistician shall be appointed annually by the President 
and paid a per season salary. The duties of the statistician shall be the com 
piling of the official averages of the clubs in regards to games won and lost and 
also the official averages of the players, with weekly reports of these averages to 
the President of the league, and the various clubs of the league and the press at 
a fixed sum per week in case of the latter. 


ARTICLE IX 


Playing Rules 


Section 1. This league shall adopt such playing rules as it sees fit, except that 
such rules shall not conflict with the official Baseball rules adopted by the National 
Association. 

Section 2. The dates of the championship season shall be determined by the 
league at its annual meeting and a schedule of such games shall be drawn and 
presented to the league at a meeting not later than the first of February of the 
year in which the schedule is to be played, such playing schedule to become official 
league schedule for that year, if adopted by a majority vote of the league. 

Section 3. All clubs must play all their championship games in the city in 
which the official schedule requires them played, unless any 2 clubs by mutual 
consent, and with the approval of the league president, desires a change in the 
official schedule involving these 2 clubs. (a) The clubs in this league are not 
permitted to play any team not in organized Baseball during the regular cham- 
pionship season. (b) In the event that it becomes necessary to postpone a game, 
the date for the playing of it shall be determined by the home club with notice 
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to the President of the visiting club and league President at least 20 hours before 
the date set. 

Section 4. Where the winner of a scheduled championship game in a city of 
the league has not been determined because of a tied, unfinished or postponed 
game of any series, then said game shall be played as part of a doubleheader, if 
possible, the next series the visiting club plays in that city. Theshome club 
having the right to reschedule said game in the current series or to schedule it as 
a single game if the two clubs have an open date in that city. In case a postponed 
game is to be played as part of a doubleheader, the home club shall notify the 
visiting club at least 20 hours before the game is to be played. If, however, all 
of the series of games scheduled in any city have been ended, any game or 
games shall be transferred to and play, if possible, on the grounds of the opposing 
clubs on a date or dates determined by the club of the city where such games were 
transferred, the President of the league will require every effort be made to play 
all games on the league schedule. 

Section 5. No championship game shall be played with any ball other than that 
adopted as official in this league. However, in the case of emergency, either the 
Wilson, Spalding, or Reach Ball may be used, providing both clubs agree and it is 
approved by the league President. This waiver is not permissible for more than 
three games. Each home club shall furnish the Umpire in Chief with not less 
than 12 usable balls accepted by the umpire as being fit for play. These balls 
must be delivered to the umpires in their dressing rooms 30 minutes before the 
start of the game. 

Section 6. All protested games shall be decided by the President of the league 
and there shall be no appeal from his decision. Either club may protest any 
game by giving notice thereof to the Umpire in Chief, official scorer and manager 
or captain of the opposing club immediately after the happening event upon 
which the protest is based and before play is resumed, and to the President 
of the league within 24 hours after the game is completed, by telegraph or letter 
briefly stating therein the basis for the protest, and also shall be included the 
protesting club’s check in the sum of $25.00 as a protest fee, and if protest is 
allowed, the $25.00 will be returned to the protesting club, if protest is not 
allowed, the protest fee will go into the league treasury. Within four days 
after finish of said protest game, both clubs must file with the President of 
the league such affidavits or documentary evidence relative to such protest as 
they may deem proper. In case the protest is not filed postmarked not later 
than four days after the protest is officially entered by the protesting club, it 
shall become null and void. If the protesting shall complete its protest as 
aforesaid, the President of the league shall pass on the case within ten days 
after filing of protest. There shall be no appeal from the President’s decision. 
All telegrams sent to the league President in protested games must be prepaid. 

Section 7. The club which has won the greatest percentage of games in the 
championship season shall be declared the pennant winner in the league for the 
season in which such games were played. In the event two clubs are tied for 
first place at the close of the regular championship season, one game between 
these two clubs shall be played on the day following the close of the champion- 
ship season. The site to be determined by the toss of a coin by the President 
of the league, and the game and all records of the players shall be included 
in the official averages. The same applies for any other position in the race 
for position in the Shaughnessy playoffs. The receipts of any game played after 
the last day of regular season to determine position for playoffs shall be split 
equally by the participating clubs (with each club assuming their own expenses, 
the home club to furnish all facilities necessary in the playing of the game and 
visiting club to assume all travel expense). All season box seats, season general 
admission tickets, coupon book tickets and courtesy passes, etc., will not be 
honored. The emblem of the championship shall be a pennant which shall be 
inscribed Champion Baseball Club of the Midwest League, with the name of 
the club and the year in which the title was won and the champion club shall 
be entitled to fly the pennant until the close of the following season. 

Section 8. In each park there shall be a blank wall painted green or other 
dark color 50 feet wide in center field in line with home plate and second base. 

Section 9. Each club shall be required to furnish adequate police protection 
to prevent any interference with the conduct of the game. The home club is 
entirely responsible for the protection afforded visiting players and umpires 
before, during and after a game, and will be held responsible by the league 
President. Failure to do this during a game will be subject to penalty of 
forfeiture of the game by the umpire in chief. 
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Section 10. After the gates are opened, pepper games will be permitted only 
in the outfleld. At no time will the players be allowed to bat toward the stands. 

Section 11. Fifty minutes prior to the start of the game, the visiting club 
shall be allowed 20 minutes batting practice, and 10 minutes fielding practice. 
The home club shall then take the field and be permitted 10 minutes fielding 
practice, 10 minutes will be allowed for the ground crew to prepare the grounds 
for the game. 

Section 12. When two games are advertised for one admission, the first game 
must be played to a finish before the second game can be started. If the first 
game is an extra inning game, the umpires must start the second game whether 
they think five innings can be completed or not. The only thing to alter this 
is darkness or the curfew at 11:50 local time. This rule must be followed even 
if the managers request the umpires to call the second game. Two games have 
been advertised and the patrons are entitled to have every effort made to play 
them 

Section 13. There can be no time limits set on any championship or Shaughnessy 
playoff game other than the curfew at 11:50 local time, except by permission of 
President. 

Section 14. All continuous doubleheaders will be 7 innings. There will be 
an intermission of not more than 20 minutes between games. 

Section 15. After calling time on account of temporary darkness due to the 
approach of a storm or in the event of rain or the lights going out, the umpire 
must remain near the field to take advantage of any relief from the above con- 
ditions to resume play at the earliest moment. It is not necessary to wait 30 
minutes if conditions have improved and it is possible to resume play. 

Section 16. After a game starts, if two or more substitutions are made at 
the same time, by the club on defense, the manager must notify the umpire in 
chief where each will bat, and this information must be announced to the 
official scorer. 

Section 17. The umpire in chief must deliver an alternate ball directly to 
the pitcher, who will not be permitted to discolor it or throw it to any other 
player, except in an effort to retire a runner. 

Section 18. The pitcher must take the sign from the catcher while on the 
rubber. The purpose of this is to avoid unnecessary delay. A relief pitcher may 
throw six pitches to the catcher or any other player, unless he comes into the 
game cold as a result of illness or accident to the pitcher he is relieving, in 
which case he may have 12 warmup pitches. 

Section 19. There can be no appeal from the decision of the umpire on a 
half swing, his decision will and must be final. 

Section 20. The quick pitch is prohibited. 

Section 21. Pitchers will not be permitted to pitch with ragged or slit sleeves. 

Section 22. When the pitcher in the bull pen has been announced to the 
umpire as a replacement, he must report to the pitcher’s box immediately when 
notified by the umpire. Failure to do so will subject him to a fine by the league 
President. 

Section 23. Players should not approach the stands or bleachers and con- 
verse with spectators before or during the progress of the game. 

Section 24. No one is permitted in the umpires’ room except the President of 
the league and representatives of the commissioner's office. 

Section 25. No one except players in uniform will be permitted on the players’ 
bench or field at any time before or during the progress of the game. 

Section 26. Players must not retain or throw the last ball in play to any 
one, but must return it to the umpire, who in turn will return it to the home 
club together with any other balls he may have in his possession. The umpire 
will not be required to return these balls to the manager on the field or to the 
office of the home club. He will carry them to his dressing quarters and deliver 
them to a club representative there. 

Section 27. The starting times of games in each city shall be submitted to 
the league President. Changes will not be permitted unless the visiting club 
is notified at least 20 hours before game time. 

Section 28. A night game curfew will be in effect, and an inning must not 
be started after 11:50 p. m. local time. Inning in progress at this time must 
be completed, the term inning shall in this case constitute a time at bat for both 
visiting and home club. A new inning starts immediately after the third out 
is made in the preceding inning. ‘ 

Section 29. During the progress of a play, if the lights go out before the play 
is completed, the umpire is to be the sole judge as to where play will be resumed. 
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Section 30. Rule 412 of the official baseball rules will govern the failure of 
lights during the progress of a game. 

Section 31. Any club official, manager or captain, who by his orders causes 
his team to leave the field during any game, thereby forfeiting the game, shall 
be fined $250.00 which is payable to the league treasury. 

Section 32. Any club failing to field its team at the time and place scheduled 
for a championship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident in traveling, 
shall be fined $250.00 in addition to any other fine that may be levied by the 
President of the league and the National Association. If a visiting club be 
guilty under this rule, it shall reimburse the home club for all their daily 
expenses, plus any gate admissions they may be forced to return. 

Section 33. The league President or umpire in chief assigned to a series 
are the only persons permitted to call or postpone a game during the last 15 
days of the season. 

Section 34. Penalty for violation of any rule or rules governing players or 
conduct of games shall be forfeiture by a score of 9 to 0 and any other fines 
or penalties that may be levied by the President of the league and the National 
Association. 

Section 35. Any manager or player who shall take hold of any umpire or 
his clothing or hold him or shove him or intentionally step on his feet shall 
be removed from the game and suspended and fined by the President in addition 
to any penalty that might apply through National Association channels. 

Section 36. Any player's or manager’s misconduct after a ball game shall 
be handled by the umpires just as if the offense was committed during a game 
and the penalties shall apply. 

Section 87. Any club reimbursing players or paying the fines of players 
for fines imposed by the umpire, or President of the league, shall be subjected 
to a penalty to be paid to the league of an amount double the sum of the fine 
so paid or reimbursed. 

Section 88. Any manager or player who, in the judgment of the umpire is 
guilty of conduct in delaying or endeavoring to hurry completion of the game 
in the act of stalling when darkness, weather, or other conditions make calling 
off the game possible, shall be subject to a fine of not less than $25.00 or more 
than $100.00, as the case may warrant in the judgment of the league President, 


ARTICLE X 


Players, Player Limits, Ete. 


> 


Section 1. The player limit shall be 16 except for 20 days after the start 
of the season and the last 20 days of the regular season, when clubs may carry 
up to 20 players. 

Section 2. The player limits shall include a maximum of 3 veterans and 
a minimum of 6 rookies, these limits will be in effect fronr opening day until 
the closing day of the regular season. 

Section 3. When signing a player, the club shall notify the league President 
within 24 hours, stating his classification and salary. However, a player may 
be signed and used on the same day if his name appears on the roster submitted 
to the umpire. 

Section 4. When releasing a player, notice must be given the league President 
within 24 hours. 

Section 5. No player signed after 20 days before the end of the season will 
be eligible for any postseason playoffs. 

Section 6. No club can sign players other than rookies during the last 20 
days of the regular season. 

Section 7. A player released by any club cannot be resigned by the same 
club until 7 days have elapsed. 

Section 8. Before the start of each game, each club shall furnish the Umpire 
in Chief and the opposing manager with a complete roster of all players. The 
first nine men shall be the starting batting order for said game. Classification 
and status of each player shall be shown with the date of inactivity, if any. 
Roster blanks will be furnished by the league and the umpire in chief shall be 
required to mail one copy to the league President immediately after each game. 

Section 9. Each team must submit a list of players eligible for the playoffs 
20 days before the close of the season. 
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Section 10. Player deals between clubs of this league shall not be permitted 
after August 15th of any season. 

Section 11. After August 15th, no club shall be permitted to sign any player 
for the current season, who played in any championship game with a club of 
higher classification, provided, however, that a player whose contract has been 
assigned to a club of higher classification on a conditional assignment, and said 
player is returned to the original club. Then such player shall be considered a 
Class D player and shall be considered eligible to return to the Class D club from 
which his contract was conditionally assigned, and he shall be eligible to par 
ticipate in the semi-final and final playoff series. 

Section 12. The umpire shall expel from the game, any player guilty of using 
profanity on the playing field or guilty of any indecent act, rowdyism or for pro- 
testing too vigorously a decision of an umpire. The umpire shall immediately 
notify the President of the league when it is necessary to expel a player from 
the game, making a complete report of all circumstances incident thereto, who 
may fine or suspend said player or players. 

Section 13. Any club paying a player’s fine is guilty of violating terms of his 
contract, and shall be subject to a fine double the amount. The same applies if 
the club knowingly permits any outside group or individual to pay said player's 
fine. 

Section 14. Any player or umpire who frequents a place which is recognized as 
a rendezvous of those who make wagers or books on athletic contests shall be 
disciplined by his club President or the league President. 

Section 15. Any manager or player who is guilty of turning any championship 
game into a farce, shall be fined a sum not less than $25,000 and his club the like 
amount of such fine. 

Section 16. During the progress of a scheduled game, all players must remain 
on their own bench except when properly at bat, in the field or in the bullpen. 
This rule shall be enforced by the umpire, subject to such disciplinary action as 
he shall see fit to enforce. 

Section 17. No player, home or visiting, shall enter the playing field at any 
time without having on a complete uniform of shoes, socks, pants, shirt and 
cap. After the gates are opened to admit patrons of the park, he shall not visit 
any part of the stands, bleachers or concession stand. 

Section 18. A player or manager who has been expelled from the game by the 
umpire for any reason whatsoever, shall leave the immediate vicinity of the play 
ing field, and shall not enter the grandstand or bleachers during such game until 
out of uniform. Any manager or player expelled from the first game of a double 
header shall be eligible for the second game, unless he is guilty of a physical 
attack on an umpire or fan. 

Section 19. Players may be signed, released, placed on the disabled list and 
reinstated from this list, if eligible, between games of a doubleheader. 

Section 20. This league shall use the playing rules of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball League and any rules the league may adopt as long as 
they do not conflict with the National Association. 

Section 21. Games terminated before nine innings have been completed because 
of darkness, a curfew imposed by the League or Law, or light failure, shall be 
known as “Suspended Game”. No game shall be a Suspended Game unless it has 
progressed far enough to have been a Regulation Game under the provisions of 
Baseball Rules 4.10 and 4.11. And no game shall be a Suspended Game after 
nine innings have been completed. 

Section 22. When such Suspended Game is completed, it shall be resumed at 
the point of interruption of the original game, with the same personnel of the 
original game, as nearly as possible, and shall be completed preliminary to the 
next regular scheduled game—that is, a Suspended Game shall take precedure 
over any other regular or postponed game. Such Suspended Game may be 
scheduled for completion on the same day as two (2) championship games are 
played, if that is the last day on which the Suspended Game may be completed. 

Section 24. Players, including managers, removed from games, except by the 
umpires, will be allowed to remain in the park and warm up pitchers at home 
plate and in the bull pen, but will not be allowed to participate in the game as 
an Active Player, Coach, or run bases or pinch hit, ete., except manager will be 
allowed to coach. 

Section 25. Manager can go to mound only once per inning directly or indi 
rectly. On second trip to mound he must remove pitcher or himself. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 


1956 Midwest League Shaughnessy Playoffs 


The following will govern the Shaughnessy playoffs for 1956: The first series, 
best two out of three games, to be played between league champion and the 
third place club and the second and fourth place clubs. 

In each instance the club finishing with the highest percentage during the 
championship season has the right to name the site of the first game. 

Should there be a tie for any one of the first four positions in the league race, 
a single game shall be played, the site of the contest to be determined by a flip 
of a coin in the office of the league President, Belleville, Illinois. 

The final series shall have the same rules and regulations as the opening series 
except that it will be determined by three victories in five games. . 

If any odd game is played in any city, the odd game gate receipts are split 
equally by both clubs. 

Player limits of league will prevail. 

Only players signed 20 days prior to the close of the season can be used in the 
playoffs to be started unless there is a playoff needed to determine position 
among the first four teams. 

Ten percent (10%) of each gross gate to be deducted and forwarded to league 
President immediately after each game, for league’s operation expense of 
playoffs. 

All season box seats, season general admission tickets, coupon book tickets 
and courtesy passes will not be honored. 

All receipts on playoff games become the property of the home club except 
where a odd game is played. Then following conditions will prevail: Home club 
to defray all incidentals necessary to play odd games. Visiting club to defray 
all travel expense. 


M. O. V. LEAGUE MEETING COLUMBUS, OHIO, NOV. 29, 1955 


Motion Tobin (Kokomo), seconded Petrakis (Dubuque) : The maximum veter- 
an players shall be three. The minimum rookie players to be six, to be reduced 
proportionately by reducing the roster. All NDS class men to be included in 
player active limits. For each NDS class man carried, one rookie can be added 
to the active player list. (Carried unanimously.) 

Motion Tobin, seconded Petrakis: Each club may carry 20 players for the 
first 20 days of the season and last 20 days with classification limits to be effec- 
tive from opening day to closing day. (Carried unanimously.) 

Motion Petrakis, seconded Ellison (Decatur): Any player added prior to the 
last 20 days of season is eligible to participate in the Shaughnessy playoffs. In 
case of injury to any player, another of equal classification may be secured. 
He must have played 15 days with Class D club. (Carried unanimously.) 

Motion Petrakis, seconded by Tobin: That Michigan City, Indiana, be ac- 
cepted as a member of the M. O. V. League. (Carried unanimously.) 

Motion Ellison, seconded Schadle (Dubuque) : That the M. O. V. Leagues here- 
after be known as the Midwest Baseball League. (Carried unanimously.) 

Motion Schadle, seconded Shinn (Michigan City): That 1955 system of 
Shaughnessy playoffs prevail. (Carried unanimously.) 

Motion Ellison, seconded Petrakis: That season open April 29 and close Au- 
gust 31, schedule to be 126 games with double headers May 30 and July 4. 
(Carried unanimously.) 

Those in attendance: Jim Tobin, general manager, Kokomo; John Petrakis, 
president, Dubuque; Jack Schadle, business manager, Dubuque; Dick Ellison, 
president, Decatur Baseball, Inc.; Ed O'Neill, Hannibal, Mo.; Al Shinn, Michi- 
gan City, Indiana ; Roher Hood, Michigan City, Indiana. 


CLARENCE HOFFMAN, Pres. 
E. V. MILLARD, Sec. 


CONSTITUTION AND By-LAWS OF THE NEBRASKA STATE LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL 
BASEBALL CLUBS, CLASS D, 1956 


Officers and directors: President, Mike Hollinger, Kearney, Nebr.; executive 
secretary-treasurer, Harold George, Fort Kearney Hotel, Kearney, Nebr. 

Member clubs: Grand Island, Hastings, Holdrege, Kearney, Lexington, Mc- 
Cook, North Platte, Superior. 
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ARTICLE I 
Name 


Section 1. This Association shall be called the Nebraska State League of Pro 
fessional Baseball Clubs. 
ARTICLE II 


Objects 


Section 1. The objects of this League are: (a) To perpetuate baseball as the 
national game of the United States, and to surround it with such safeguards as 
to warrant absolute public confidence in its integrity and methods. (b) To pro 
tect and promote the mutual interests of the professional baseball clubs and 
professional baseball players; and (c) To establish and regulate the baseball 
championship of our territory. 

ARTICLE III 


Membership 


Section 1. The League shall consist of eight clubs, in the following cities: 
to-wit: Grand Island, Nebraska ; Lexington, Nebraska; Hastings, Nebraska; Mc 
Cook, Nebraska; North Platte, Nebraska; Holdrege, Nebraska; Kearney, Ne 
braska and Superior, Nebraska; and such clubs as may from time to time be 
elected to membership as hereinafter provided for, but in no event shall there 
be more than one club in any city. This compact shall be binding from the 
date of its adoption. 

Section 2. Applications for membership, except to fill vacancies occurring 
during the playing season, shall be by approval of the Officers of the League, or 
a majority vote. 

Section 3. To entitle applicants to membership to this League, application 
must be addressed to the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the League and 
give: 

(2) The name of the city in which it is to operate. 

(2) Name of the organization or individual seeking the Franchise, and 
in submitting the name of organization, or the individual, they must show 
the owners of said organization by giving the individual names of said 
organization and make a financial showing that they are able to operate a club 
for the entire baseball season. 

(3) Post Guarantee Deposit to the amount of one-half the monthly club 
salary limit in this League, which deposit shall be made payable to the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues for the purpose re 
quired under the rules of this League and National Association Agreement. 

Section 4. All new members admitted to this League shall, in addition to de 
positing said guarantee checks, deposit with the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
an amount equal to the share of each of the old members in the sinking fund of 
the league at the time of the admission of said new member. 


ARTICLE IV 
Vacancies in Membership 


Section 1. The membership of any club may be terminated by (1) The resig 
nation duly accepted by a majority of all the clubs in meeting duly convened. 
(2) Failure of any member to present its nine at the time and place agreed upon 
to play any championship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident in 
traveling. (8) Allowing open betting or pool selling upon its grounds or in any 
building owned or occupied by it. (4) Playing any game of ball if disqualified 
under the rules of the National Association. (5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring, 
or attempting to lose any game of ball or failure to immediately expel from its 
team any player who shall be proven guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring, or 
attempting to lose any game of ball, or of being interested in any pool or wager 
thereon. (6) Failure to accept an umpire assigned by the Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer of the League. (7) Failure to furnish at each game adequate pro 
tection to guarantee order on the grounds and personal safety to all spectators, 
umpires, and players. (8) Failure or refusing to fulfill its contractual obliga- 
tions. (9) Willfully violating any provision of this Constitution and Bylaws. 
(10) Disbandment of its organization or team during the championship season 





he 
as 
ro- 
nd 
all 


PS ; 
Te 
Ve 
be 
Pre 
the 


ing 
or 


ion 
ind 


ind 
Ow 
aid 
lub 


lub 
the 
re 
ant. 
de 
rer 
| of 


sig- 
1ed. 
pon 
in 
any 
fied 
ing, 
its 
or 
ger 
iry- 
pro- 
ors, 
iga- 
LWs. 
son 


ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 839 


or at any time during the life of this agreement. (11) By a two-thirds vote of 
the remaining clubs that for business reasons and the best interest of the League 
such membership shall no longer be desirable. 

Section 2. To carry into effect the provisions of Section 1 of this Constitution 
the facts in any case covered by such sections must be reported to the Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer of the League, who shall at once notify by mail or telegraph 
the party charged with the specified default or offense, inquiring whether any 
dispute exists as to the facts alleged. In case the facts are disputed, the Officers 
shall, after due notice, try the case under such regulations as they may prescribe 
and their findings shall be final and conclusive, when such findings shall be 
forwarded to each club which shall transmit to the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
written ballots “For Expulsion” or “Against Expulsion” and if unanimous “For 
Expulsion” the Executive Secretary-Treasurer shall notify all clubs of the for- 
feiture of membership of the party charged. Action may be taken under Sub- 
section 11 of Section 1 at any meeting of the Directors of the League without the 
formalities herein set forth. 

Section 3. Upon conviction of any of these offenses prescribed in Section 1 
as cause for expulsion, the Officers may, in the first instance, as preliminary to, 
or in lieu of, expulsion impose a fine of not less than $200 which fine may include 
a penalty payable to any other club or clubs, as compensation for damages sus- 
tained for such violation of this Constitution or of the Legislation of contracts 
made in pursuance thereof. 

Section 4. The disbandment, withdrawal or expulsion of any member of this 
Association shall operate as a complete forfeiture of franchise and players 
thereto belonging and of any other fund deposited with the League by said 
member. Said franchise and players shall become the sole property of this League 
for such disposition as the Officers of the League may designate. 

Section 5. In case a vacancy ocurs in the membership of the Association during 
the championship season, the Officers shall have authority to immediately 
take over the franchise, and players belonging to said territory, to transfer 
said membership franchise and players to any corporation, partnership or in- 
dividual in said territory that will assume and discharge all obligations existing 
against said territory, and give satisfactory guarantee to continue said member- 
ship and fulfill all contractual obligations. In case said membership cannot 
be reestablished in said territory, the Officers will be required to admit any 
applicant(s) to membership. Such membership, however, shall continue only 
until the next annual meeting, but such club(s) shall be subject to all the rules 
and requirements of this organization and those of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues. 

Section 6. Any club member of this League finding itself unable to meet the 
obligation it has assumed during the playing season, shall have the right to ask 
the League for permission to dispose of its rights, and franchise, as a member 
of this League to some other City or Organization; but the City or Town 
selected must be approved by the Officers. The purchasing City or Organization 
shall be admitted to membership provided said purchaser shall assume together 
with the rights and franchise of said retiring club, all the liabilities, responsi- 
bilities, and obligations entered into by said retiring club as a member of this 
League. Provided however, that the retiring club shall not be relieved or 
released from any contracts, responsibilities, or obligations entered into by it 
to this League, until all of said contracts, responsibilities, and obligations have 
been fully paid and determined, by the club accepting its membership, rights, 
franchise, ete 

Section 7. If any club operating a franchise in this League shall notify the 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer in writing on or before October 15th, after the 
current season of any year is over, during the life of this agreement, that it 
will not operate its franchise during the following season, then it shall be the 
duty of the officers to cooperate with such club owners in trying to place said 
franchise with other parties in said city, or some other city agreeable to the 
League, and if, and when, said franchise is so placed prior to January Ist, 
following said notice, the parties taking over the franchise from the surrender- 
ing club shall deposit their guarantee check as herein provided, and their pro- 
portionate part of any then-existing surplus, whereupon the officers of the 
League shall return the guarantee check and its proportionate part of said sur 
plus of the surrendering club less any expense incurred in placing said franchise 
and any indebtedness above named. Title to players on roster of surrendering 
club shall vest in the League from date of notice 
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ARTICLE \V 


Guaranece Deposit Fund 


Section 1. On or before January Ist of each year each club must deposit with 
the treasurer of the National Association a certified check for an amount equal 
to one-half of the monthly salary limit per club allowed by the National Asso 
ciation in Leagues of this classification, as a Guarantee of Payment of any 
obligations due by the depositing club to its players or officials, this League, or 
other Leagues or clubs in the order named, and as a Guarantee against the 
violation of any provision of the rules of this Constitution or of the legislation 
or contracts made in pursuance thereof, and further each club having placed 
the above sum with the National Association pledges to the League that they 
honestly believe they can operate their franchise for the year, so that in making 
this deposit it is understood that each club assigns to the Nebraska State 
League Treasurer the Gurantee Deposit Fund as a forfeit if any should fail 
to operate. 

Section 2. The guarantee deposit of any member of this League, together with 
its interest in the sinking fund of the League or in any fund or checks passing 
through the hands of the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the League belonging 
to said member shall be subject to the payment of any fines, assessments or any 
other indebtedness due to the League or any other member of the League, by 
said member before any distribution thereof shall be made. Any club failing 
to complete any season or which shall abandon its territory shall forfeit all 
rights, title, and interest in the League including its guarantee deposit or any 
surplus funds in the treasury of the League at the time of said forfeiture and to 
any right, title, or interest in the franchise theretofore held by it, together 
with said clubs interest in the contract of all players under contract to it, of 
all said interests vesting immediately in the League for the use and benefit 
of the remaining clubs. 

Section 3. Whenever it becomes necessary to use any part of the guarantee 
fund for the purpose of discharging the financial obligations of any club, said 
club shall be required to place the amount so used in discharging its obligations 
in the guarantee fund within fifteen days, or failing to do so, shall forfeit all 
its rights of membership in this League. 

Section 4. The Treasurer of the League is authorized to receive all checks 
from the National Association of Professional Baseball League, payable to the 
Clubs of the League, and to cash said checks and make authorized deductions 
payable to the League Treasurer, and remit balance of said checks to the proper 
club. Said League Treasurer to make strict accounting of all proceeds of such 
checks received in his office from the Officers of said National Association. 


ARTICLE VI 


Officers and Directors and Club Control 


Annual Meeting and Amendments to Constitution 


Section 1. The Officers of this League shall be a President and the Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer. The President and the Executive Secretary-Treasurer to 
be elected at the Annual Meeting. Salaries of all Officers shall be established 
annually. The Executive Secretary-Treasurer shall have general supervision 
of all affairs and business of the League. He shall hold special meetings upon 
the call of the President at such time and place as the call may designate. The 
President shall preside at all meetings and in case of a tie vote of the Board of 
Directors, other than on the question of Constitution and Bylaws, election of 
Officers and Salaries, he is authorized to cast his vote cooperating with the 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer. He shall do and perform all things which shall 
become necessary to protect the League and secure a strict compliance with the 
letter and spirit of this agreement by all parties who may be or may become 
connected with it 

The Executive Secretary-Treasurer shall regulate all matters pertaining to 
the welfare of the League which may arise and which are not specifically pro 
vided herein. He shall be the custodian of all League funds and shall render 
a strict accounting of all receipts and disbursements at each annual meeting 
of the League, having his books audited by some reputable accountant and certi 
fied thereto. 
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Section 2. Should a vacancy occur in the office of President during a playing 
season, a meeting to elect a new President shall be held within one week. 

Section 3. When traveling on account of business of the League, the expense 
of the officers shall be paid by the League. 

Section 4. The annual meeting of the League shall be held as early as practi- 
cable, in the discretion of the Officers, after the close of the championship season, 
and on or before November 1st of each year, at such time and place as they may 
name. 

Section 5. A majority of the Board of Directors at an annual meeting shall 
constitute a quorum for transaction of business but a less number may adjourn 
from time to time until a quorum is obtained 

Section 6. The Constitution may be altered or amended at an annual meeting 
only by a majority vote. Any Section of the Constitution may be suspended 
for the season or amended by a three-fourths favorable vote between annual 
meetings and not otherwise. Said votes may be cast by wire, mail, or as the 
Officers of the League may elect 

Section 7. Order of business Annual Meetings, unless suspended by a majority 
vote shall be: (1) Reading minutes of previous session. (2) Report of the Presi- 
dent; (3) Report of Committees; (4) Election of new members; (5) Amend- 
ments to Constitution and Bylaws; (6) New Business; (7) Election of Officers. 

Section 8. Each club belonging to this League shall have the right to regulate 
its own affairs, to establish its own rules, and to discipline, punish, suspend, or 
expel its own manager, players, or the other employees, and these powers shall 
not be limited to cases of dishonest player or open insubordination, but shall 
include all questions of carelessness, indifference, or other conduct of the player 
that may be regarded by the club as prejudical to its interest, not in conflict 
with, and at all times subject to, the provisions of this Constitution and the 
National Association Agreement of Professional Baseball Leagues, the Major- 
Minor League Rules. 

Section 9. Every club of this League shall have exclusive control of the City 
in which it is located and of the territory surrounding said City to the extent 
of ten miles, in every direction from its corporation limits, and no clubs of this 
League or member of any other League in organized ball shall under any cir- 
cumstances, except with the consent of the local League Club, be allowed to 
play any club in such territory other than the League Club therein located, 
nor shall any League Club within ten miles of the corporate limits of the City 
in which the League Club is located without the consent of the Local League 
Club. 

Section 10. The League at any regular or called meeting may upon a majority 
vote of its members, elect to go into Executive Session for a transaction of its 
business. 

Section 11. (1) A member may be represented at any meeting of this 
League by proxy given to another member of this League, if a certificate of 
appointment of such proxy signed by an officer of such member, shall be filed 
with the Officers of this League before or when the Meeting shall be called to 
order. (2) Upon demand of any member, a vote upon any question before any 
meeting shall be written ballot. 

Section 12. Except as the League may otherwise order, no person other than 
the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of this League shall give out any information 
regarding matters considered or transacted at meetings of this League. 


ARTICLE VII 


Receipts 


(1) Receipts for the purpose of this article shall be defined in the follow- 
ing manner: 

(a) Preseason ticket books, 30 tickets to a book, shall be sold at the 
rate of $10.00 per book. Each city in the league is to guarantee the sale 
of 500 books and all monies derived from the sales to be deposited in the 
League Treasury, except as may be agreed upon between the local groups 
and the affiliated major league clubs. 

(b) Adult general admissions shall be 50 cents per person and children’s 
admissions from 12 to 17 years of age shall be 25 cents. All monies to be 
deposited in the League Treasury. 

(c) Each city shall arrange with a local group to operate the conces- 
sions on a 50-50 basis and 50 percent of the profit from such operation 
is to be deposited in the League Treasury. 
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(2) Ladies’ Nights, Special Nights, Knotholes Nights, etc., are authorized only 
by the league officers. 

(3) The League will issue 20 season passes to each club and only league 
and National Association of Professional Baseball passes will be honored at 
the gate. 

(4) Each club shall file with the league treasurer the day following each 
game an official game report, showing number of adult and children’s general 
admissions, ticket book coupons, league and National Association passes 
honored, and other pertinent data, together with check to cover cash receipts, 
less $15.00 for park help per opening. In no case shall the $15.00 per opening 
exceed the total number of games scheduled. 

(5) No expenditures by local organizations on matters pertaining to the 
league activities will be authorized or paid except by prior arrangements with 
league officers. 

ARTICLE VIII 


Re: By-Laws 


The Officials and/or board of directors may promulgate such bylaws from 
time to time as they may deem necessary to govern and regulate the affairs of 
the league. Such bylaws, however, shall not conflict with this constitution. 


ARTICLE IX 
Umpire and Supervision, Protests and Players 


(1) The executive Secretary-Treasurer shall select a staff of official umpires 
prior to the opening of the season, which umpires shall be under contract to 
be signed by the executive Secretary-Treasurer for and on behalf of the league 
The executive Secretary-Treasurer shall assign umpires and each club shall 
accept the umpires so assigned to each game. The executive Secretary-Trea 
surer shall have authority to discharge or hire umpires during the playing 
season aS may be necessary. 

(2) The executive Secretary-Treasurer shall have the right and be imposed 
with the responsibility of maintaining discipline on the part of the umpires 
Complaints, if any, against umpires shall be in writing, either by telegraph or 
letter, and the executve Secretary-Treasurer shall take such steps as he may 
deem proper to determine the justification of such complaints and exercise 
his Judgment as to any fine, removal, suspension or expulsion with respect 
thereto. The executive secretary-treasurer shall have the authority to enter 
into contracts with umpires for such salary and such expense mutually agreed 
between them and the executive secreiary-treasurer of this league. 

(3) Any protest filed with the president of the league shall be accompanied 
by a check in the amount of $25.00. If protest be overruled, the $25.00 deposit 
shall revert to the league treasury. Any game wished to be played under pro 
test by a competing club must notify the umpire-in-chief his intention of so 
doing, who in turn, must notify the official scorer, public address announcer 
who in turn will notify the fans that said game is being played under protest 
Said protest must involve interpretation of a rule or rules and said intention to 
protest must be conveyed to the umpire-in-chief prior to the ball being put in 
play following the alleged decision involving misinterpretation All protests 
involving interpretation of rules must be filed with the Executive Secretary 
Treasurer within twenty-four hours of game questioned 

(4) No inning of a night game shall be commenced after 11:50 p. m. local 
time Any inning starting before 11:50 p. m., must be completed 

(5) The National Association rules governing Class D Leagues shall apply in 
the salary limit and player limit of the Nebraska State League. 

The Nebraska State League shall be restricted to players whose contracts are 
their first contracts in Organized Baseball and the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
is authorized to declare ineligible any player who has signed a previous profes 
sional contract and to forfeit any games in which said player may have 
participated 

The player limit for the entire season shall be the 21 “under control” limit 
authorized by the rules for Class D Clubs. Player contracts may be assigned 
optionally by or to the Nebraska State League in the same manner as is done in 
other Class D Leagues. The 21-player limit shall include players on option to 
a club during the playing season and any players on the Temporary Inactive 
Disabled or Suspended Lists. 
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(6) Meal allowance shall be $2.00 per day per player when the players are 

on the road. 
(7) Night doubleheaders consist of one seven-inning and one nine-inning game, 
the first game to be scheduled for seven innings and the second game shall be for 
nine innings. In the even the first game of a doubleheader goes nine innings 
or more the second game shall be a seven-inning game unless it is necessary to 
go into extra innings for a decision. Day doubleheader games commencing by 
5:00 p. m. in the Nebraska State League shall consist of nine-inning and one 
seven-inning game, the first game to be scheduled for nine innings and the second 
game for seven innings. 

(8) The Executive Secretary-Treasurer is authorized to contract for compila- 
tion of league statistics. 

(9) The League Executive Secretary-Treasurer may submit bills for expenses 
which he has incurred on League business. 

(10) The expense of transporting players to the individual clubs shall be borne 
by such clubs. The expense of transporting players for games within the league 
shall be borne by the league and transportation arranged by the Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

(11) All clubs will employ nonplaying managers who shall also be charged 
with the duties of paper work, the handling of funds from gate receipts, the 
payment of local expenses, ete. 

ARTICLE X 


The Championship 


(1) The championship of this League shall be contended for annually by the 
clubs composing it. The championship shall be awarded to the club having the 
highest percentage. 

(2) The championship season shall extend from such date in June or July 
to such date in September or October as the League may determine at its stated 
or special meeting. 

(3) Every game played between two clubs, from the commencement of the 
championship season to the completion thereof between such clubs, shall be a 
game for the championship. 

(4) Within thirty days prior to the close of the scheduled championship season 
(not including any playoff) no club shall be permitted to transfer or assign the 
‘ontract of a player or players to another club in this league. Any violation of 
the sections of this article shall subject each offender to a fine of $100, and a 
forfeiture of all games in which such player has participated. 

(5) A tie game, or a game prevented by rain or other causes, shall be played 
off on the same grounds on which scheduled on any open date during the same 
or subsequent series, the date to be optional with the home club. The date of 
playing such postponement or ties games shall be fixed at once if it oecurs in the 
last series of the season involving said clubs and at all other times definitely 
within 10 days of postponement under penalty, of said date fixing passing to 
the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the League. The Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer of the League and the visiting club shall be notified of the date so 
fixed and it shall become part of the regular championship schedule. In the 
event such playoff is for the next day of the same series, the some club shall, 
before 8:00 p. m. of the day of the tie or postponement, notify the visiting club 
and the umpires officiating in such series. The Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
must be notified by mail or wire within 24 hours. In the event a tie or postponed 
game results at night, and is to be played the next night, the visiting club and 
umpires shall be notified before 9: 00 a. m. the next day, the Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer by mail or wire If, however, all of the series of games scheduled on 
any grounds have been ended, and any such tie or postponed games remain 
unplayed, then such game or games shall, if possible, be played off on the grounds 
of the opposite club on dates mutually agreed upon by both clubs, and the game 
shall be the home game of the club on whose grounds the game is played and the 
home team shall bat last. However, if neither club has another series with the 
other, the postponed game or games may be played on the grounds where the 
postponement was made, if transportation and time make it possible or an oppon- 
ent’s grounds if both clubs agree and consent is secured from the Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer of the league. In the event the two clubs involved cannot 
mutually agree upon such dates, then the decision as to such dates and as to 
whether or not it is possible for such game to be played shall rest with the 
decision of the Executive Secretary-Treasurer and the two clubs involved shall 
play or not play said games as directed by the said Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
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(6) Pitchers must be listed and registered as pitchers before the start of a 
game. Before each Championship or playoff game, managers concerned shall 
hand to umpire-in-chief their active rosters with pitchers listed as such. 

(7) No club in this leagyve shall be allowed to play any benefit game during 
the championship season. 

(8) No club in the Nebraska State Baseball League shall be permitted to 
play a club not a member of organized baseball during the League Champion- 
ship season. 

(9) In the event of a tie between two teams for the championship, such cham 
pionship shall be determined by a one-game playoff. In the event of a tie 
among three or more clubs for the championship, such championship shall be 
determined by a round robin in which any club losing two games shall be 
eliminated. 

(10) In all cases governing radio or television, the National Association rules 
will apply. 

(11) In all cases not covered by this constitution the standing resolutions 
or rules of play of the league, relating to the championship play, this league 
shall be governed by the rules of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues, and any decision or rulings of the Executive Secretary 
Treasurer shall be made in accordance therewith. 


ARTICLE XI 
Forfeited Games 
In forfeited games, National Association rules shall apply. 
ARTICLE XII 


Default in Payments 


(1) If a member be in default more than fifteen days in payment of any 
obligation found to be due to the league or any member thereof, or of any fine 
or award, the Officers of this league are authorized to deduct the amount thereof 
from any monies belonging to such member that may be or come into their 
possession, or if there be no such monies, then all other members of the league 
shall, upon notice from the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of this league, de- 
duct such amount from any monies belonging to or due such defaulting mem- 
ber, and such amount shall be paid to the league or to the person, organization 
or corporation entitled thereto, through the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of 
this league. If any member shall fail to comply with a notice directing the 
withholding any payment of any such amount from funds of the defaulting 
club that may be or come within its possession, the member so notified shall 
be fined the same amount as it was directed to withhold, and such fine shall 
be collectible in like manner. 

(2) If a player, manager, umpire, official, or other person subject to the 
jurisdiction of this league, be in default more than fifteen days in payment of 
any such obligations found to be due, or of any fine or award, he shall be sus- 
pended until the amount due shall have been paid. 

The following rules of the Championship and Pennant Race while not a part 
of the constitution, are included herein for your convenience and information. 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP OR PENNANT RACE 


1. The championship of this League shall be contended for yearly by the 
clubs composing it. The championship of this League shall be awarded to the 
club having the highest percentage. 

3. The championship schedule shall consist of 683 games, opening in June or 
July and closing in September. 

3. In the event of a tie between two teams for the championship, such cham 
pionship shall be determined by a one-game playoff. In the event of a tie 
among three or more clubs for the championship, such championship shall be 
determined by a round robin in which any club losing two games shall be 
eliminated. 

4. The championship club shall be presented with a pennant, which shall 
have its field, border and lettering in the National Colors and be inscribed, 
“League Champions,” with the name of the League and Club Member and the 
year in which the title was won. The club member shall be entitled to fly the 
pennant until the close of the ensuing season. 
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IMPORTANT REGULATIONS OF THE NEBRASKA STATE LEAGUE 


Batting and fielding practice will commence one hour prior to the game. This 
time is to be divided as follows: 


Minutes 
Visine cla batting... os cc S. uh me oss Stil sists eas aga laa at aaa Sa 30 
Fee GRU ORG. be oi ns en ek. . Sie eee ae ee eee 10 
Vieweaiee Chub” ebGe oa on ek in ii uses Ae eee eee 10 
Conaietos: ela vires Teths...c...0cicstk. a aa ek ee ae italien actin 10 


Managers are urged to use their full allotment of time as outlined above, and 
are required to terminate immediately upon conclusion of the period. It is the 
visiting club’s responsibility to start practice on time. 

Thirty (30) minutes before starting time of game, the home club shall deliver 
to the umpires’ dressing room 24 baseballs of which at least 12 must be new and 
the balance acceptable to the umpire. Baseballs are not to be removed from 
the field or taken out of play until inspected and discarded by one of the umpires. 

The player making the last putout of the game shall deliver the ball in play 
at that time to the umpire nearest him. Any player failing to do so will be 
fined $5.00. Umpires will report volations of this rule to the Executive Secretary. 

Managers and umpires will meet at the plate to discuss ground rules at least 
% minutes prior to starting time, but, games must start on time. 

Pepper games shall be indulged in only in areas where there is no possible 
chance of injury to a spectator, and must cease when infield practice begins. 
Batting toward unscreened portion of stands is prohibited. 

The Nebraska State League stresses the importance of clean uniforms and 
polished shoes. Attractive personal appearance on and off the field is a must. 
After the box office is open and spectators are in the stand, the players must be in 
full uniform. Fraternizing between players and between players and fans after 
the gates are open is not permitted. Once in uniform, a player’s duty is to give 
his full attention to baseball. 

Unnecessary delay in the playing of a ball game be avoided. Managers, 
players, and umpires have a definite obligation to the public to keep the game 
moving and each will be expected to do his part. Hustle the players in and 
out. Fans like to see snappy games, under two hours if possible. A minute 
gained each inning means from 15 to 18 on the whole game. 

When two games are advertised for one admission, the first game must be 
played to completion before the second game can be started. In fairness to the 
patrons who have come to the park to witness two games, this regulation must 
be observed faithfully. The umpires are the sole judges as to the fitness of 
the playing field for starting the second game. 

Night doubleheaders consist of one seven-inning and one nine-inning game, 
the first to be scheduled for seven innings, and the second game for nine innings. 
In the event the first game of a night doubleheader goes nine innings or more, 
the second game shall be a seven-inning game unless it is necessary to go into 
extra innings for a decision. Day doubleheaders shall consist of one nine-inning 
and one seven-inning game, the first game to be scheduled for nine innings, and 
the second game for seven innings. 

Curfew rule. In the case of night games no inning shall be started after 11: 50 
p. m., by the prevailing time in that city, except that this rule is not in effect 
in the last home series with each club. When the curfew rule is in effect, any 
inning started before 11:50 p. m. must be completed. 

Should the floodlights fail temporarily, all players shall return to the base 
they occupied immediately prior to the failure. In the event the park lights fail 
to function even after five innings of that game have been played, then the game 
shall be replayed from the point of stoppage, on the same grounds, if possible, at 
the next meeting of the twoclubs. If there is no further series between these two 
clubs at the same park, then, if possible, the game shall be played on the grounds 
of the other club. 

Each manager must furnish the umpire-in-chief at home plate with two copies 
of his official batting order and player list on special forms provided by the 
league for this purpose. These official batting orders must be presented to the 
umpire-in-chief at the plate at least eight minutes before the advertised starting 
time of the game. The umpire-in-chief will retain one copy of each for his own 
use and will transmit the duplicate copies to the Press Box through a representa- 
tive of the home club. For the convenience of the press and radio, managers are 
requested to post a copy of their batting order in the dugout 15 or 20 minutes 
prior to the game. 
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The umpire-in-chief must announce the batting order of each club before 
starting the game and also any changes that may take place during the progress 
of the game. He shall not allow either manager or captain to see the other club’s 
batting order until he has them both in his possession. 

The important objective in making workable ground rules is to keep the ball 
in play whenever and wherever possible. Ground rules that automatically 
make the ball dead, immediately kill off action, eliminate the element of un- 
certainty and prevent players from trying to advance another base. In adopting 
ground rules, always try to keep the ball in play. It makes for a better and 
faster game. 

When a player or manager has been put out of the game or removed from the 
bench in the first game of a double-header, except if he be removed for assault 
on an umpire, he may return for the second game. 

In all cases of violation of the playing rules by a player, coach, or manager, 
the initial penalty will be the prompt removal of the offender from the game and 
grounds. This may be followed by a fine and/or a period of suspension from 
actual service with the club. 

Games may be protested if either team believes the final decision of an um 
pire is contrary to a rule. Judgment decisions cannot be protested. Only the 
manager or captain of a team may protest a game. 

Notice that-the game is being played under protest must be filed with the 
umpire-in-chief by the manager or captain of the protesting team immediately 
upon the happening of the event or the arising of the questions upon which the 
protest is based. A written report must be filed with the Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer within 24 hours of the time of the protest. This report, setting forth 
all the facts of the protest, must be accompanied by a $25.00 protest fee. The 
umpire-in-chief must announce immediately to the press box that the game is 
being played under protest. 

League officers will stand back of the umpires until convinced otherwise by 
faulty judgment, vaccillating decisions, or improper applications of the rules. 

The “Hidden Ball Trick” is declared legal in the Nebraska State League 
This is proper since it keeps the fundamental rule of the game, ‘‘to always keep 
your eye on the ball,” in effect. 

If and when a playing-manager removed himself from a game, he may remain 
on the field as a coach. 

It is suggested that the manager of the visiting club inform the business 
manager of the home club of any necessary number changes and any additions 
or deletions to the roster of his club, when he reports the arrival of his club 
to the office of the local club. , 

Pitchers must be listed and registered as pitchers before the start of the game. 
Before each championship or playoff game, managers concerned shall hand to 
the umpire-in-chief, their active roster with pitchers listed as such. 

When a club plays an unlisted player, or an undesignated pitcher, the offending 
manager and the offending umpire-in-chief shall be each fined $25.00 for each 
offense. 

The pitcher must be in the batter's circle just prior to his turn at bat, and 
will not be allowed to remain in the dugout until his turn comes. This is 
unnecessary delay. 

Another unnecessary delay, which occurs frequently and all too frequently with 
many players who have permitted it to become a habit, is stepping out of the 
batter’s box. Please refer to Book Rule 6 60 (a) and observe it. Umpires are 
instructed to enforce this rule in order to speed up the game and give the fans 
action instead of long delays. 

A bench manager shall not confer with the pitcher more than once in an 
inning unless the second time is to actually make the change in pitchers. 

There is to be no smoking by any player, manager, coach, or trainer in the 
dugouts, bullpens, or any place on the field outside of the clubhouses. This rule 
is by order of the League directors and umpires are required to report offenders 

Members of the team on the field shall carry all gloves and equipment off the 
field and to the dugout while their team is at bat. No equipment shall be left 
lying on the field, either in fair or foul territory. 

Do not touch the person of an umpire in disputing his decisions or at any 
other time. Immediate penalty is removal from game and fine up to $50.00. A 
suspension of 90 days is automatic for assaulting an umpire and may be in 
creased if the occasion warrants. 
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SUGGESTIONS TO UMPIRES, PLAYERS, AND MANAGERS 


The use of profane or obscene language in the dugout or on the field costs you 
money. Making vulgar signs and acting like spoiled children will not be 
overlooked. 

Delaying the game by protesting “called” balls and strikes or quibbling about 
strictly judgment decisions of umpires is obnoxious conduct. 

Players and managers must keep out of the umpire’s quarters unless they 
desire to contribute to the League Treasury. 

Do not speak to or fraternize with gamblers on or off the field. If a gambler 
approaches you, report the incident at once. 

Pitchers must not go to the plate or argue balls and strikes with the umpire. 
The quick return pitch is prohibited, and deliberately throwing at the batter 
is a very serious offense. Violators of these regulations will be punished. 

Actions which are intended to incite the fans to violence is bad business. 
Players and managers who resort to such tactics, and business managers who 
permit rioting will draw severe penalties. Summon the police the moment 
trouble threatens. 

Umpires who keep a cool head walk away from trouble. Do not eavesdrop. 
Abuse of umpires by players, manager, and fans will not be tolerated. Business 
managers must provide full police protection at all times. 

Do no loiter on the field or in the dugout once an umpire has ordered you 
from the game. It will only increase the size of your fine and length of your 
suspension. 

Do not discolor, stain, or expectorate on the ball or throw the ball to the 
spectators during or following a game. 

Do not substitute a player without first notifying the umpire-in-chief. The 
automatic National Association penalty is $25.00. 

An umpire must not fail to immediately announce, or cause to be announced, 
each substitution. Automatic National Association penalty is $25.00. 

Any player who deliberately throws his bat on the playing fleld during game 
will be fined $5.00 and removed from game. 

Should a thrown ball stick in the screen, it shall be regarded as having passed 
from the playing field and shall be “dead.” 


ESPECIALLY FOR THE UMPIRES 


Always hustle, but don’t make it look like you are trying to hurry the game. 

Between innings, step into the infield and hustle the players on and off the field. 

Call them as you believe they should be called, and stick to your decision. 

Be a man of few words and above all, do not insist on having the last word. 

Your knowledge of the rules are your working tools. Keep them sharp and 
active. 

Keep cool, never get angry, and see and hear only what you should. 

Keep visitors out of your dressing room, and enforce the “no visitors on players’ 
bench” rule. 

Have the batter at the plate and the next batter in his circle at all times, 
including pitchers. 

Do not stand around the plate between innings. Go down the foul lines or 
near the backstop. 

Allow only five pitches between innings. 

Have ground rules understood before starting the games. Be sure all umpires 
and managers have them clear. When ground rules are being discussed, it is 
compulsory for all umpires to participate. 

Be on the alert for loose equipment lying around the field. 

Your uniform, including your cap, must be kept clean and well pressed, and 
your shoes well polished before each game. 

Hold no “bull sessions” or fanning bees on baseball with the fans or others. 

No sarcasm to anyone, on or off the field, at any time. Do not throw your 
weight around, carry a chip on your shoulder or act cocky. 

Be pleasant and diplomatic, and do not follow or point at a player or manager. 

If a pitcher is left on base after three men have been retired, have a bat 
boy or coach get the pitcher's jacket, so the pitcher can go directly to the mound. 

Signal for the ball boy to bring ball to the plate. Do not go after them. 

Keep your eye on the ball at all times. Remember, a play can’t be made with- 
out it. Don’t you be the victim of the hidden ball trick—it’s legal in the Nebraska 
State League. 
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3e on top of every play. Do not make decisions too quickly, but once the 
play is completed, render your decision promptly, clearly, and emphatically 

Do not call time unless you think there is cause for it. A lot of time is wasted 
in this manner. Be sure there is no further play when you do call time. 

Upon arrival in a league city do not fail to check in immediately, with the 
home club and ascertain the home schedule, starting time, and notify the club 
of the hotel where you will be staying. 

If a club plays a game under protest, make note of the time, etc., and report 
to the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the League in full, all facts leading 
up to and connected with the protest. 

When lights are needed to finish a game, it is up to the umpire’s directions. 
It is far better to turn them on too soon than too late. Lights can be used any 
time needed. 

The sole right to assess fines against managers or players for disciplinary 
reasons rest with the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the League. Umpires 
do not assess fines nor should they recommend penalties. 

If a pitcher is to be replaced, the field umpire is to signal the bullpen and 
send the relief pitcher into the game. If he does not come from the bullpen 
when you summon him, or if the manager causes an unreasonable delay in 
changing pitchers or making other substitutions, report the matter to the 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer. If it is an emergency in changing pitchers, 
have the pitcher complete his warmup on the mound. 

Before the commencement of every game, see that the rules governing the 
playing implements and markings of the field are strictly observed. Home plate 
and the bases should be white. When the soil is damp and causes discolora 
tion of these, call the grounds-keeper to whiten them as often as is necessary 

Use your best judgment in continuing a game in bad weather. Once started, 
do not let a light rain stop you. Protect, as far as possible, the interests of 
both, clubs, and get the game in if possible. Remove any managers who use 
stalling tactics. 

Listen courteously, patiently, but briefly to all legitimate protests and avoid 
lengthy arguments with managers or players. Get away from them and keep 
the game going. -The proper handling of a touchy situation is just as important 
as the calling of plays, and is the mark of a competent umpire. 

Keep your sense of humor, but don’t “kid” the managers, players, or club 
officials. You are assigned to officiate at the game, not to clown and “show 
boat.” “Familiarity breeds contempt” and often leads a player to believe he 
can get away with conduct you normally would not permit. 

Walk away from an abusive player or manager if at all possible, to permit 
them to let off “steam.” Then, if he continues to follow you, show him there's 
a limit. No self-respecting umpire should stand for profanity and abuse 

If it is necessary to remove anyone from a game, do it in an impersonal 
manner, even though, inwardly, you are “hot under the collar.’ Don’t let this 
fact show. Maintaining discipline as well as rendering decisions is your job, 
and you should never give the appearance of losing your temper 

In all games where two or more umpires are officiating, the umpire-in-chief 
will be held responsible for the proper adjustment of all disputes, other than 
those involving judgment only. The umpire-in-chief will be expected to confer 
with his colleagues and straighten out any difficulty that may arise. 

Start your game promptly on time. Not before nor later than the scheduled 
time. Make every effort to keep it moving and require players to do likewise 
Most games of 9 innings should be concluded in 2 hours or less. Where special 
demonstrations or ceremonies precede a championship game, every effort should 
be made to have these events concluded in order that the announced starting 
time of the game may be observed. Confer with a club official upon your arrival 
at the park about special events and starting the game as closely as possible 
to the advertised time. 

Maintain a consistent standard of officiating. Be consistent in actions and 
treatment of play situations. Too often umpires will bellow loudly and go 
through all sorts of gestures on a “strike,” and then faintly call the next one a 
“ball” with an imperceptible use of the left arm. This gives the impression 
you you were not sure on the last pitch as the previous one. Be consistent 
Use a strong, resonant pitch of the voice at all times in calling your plays, 
together with appropriate, vigorous arm signals. 

Report promptly to the Executive Secretary-Treasurer on League forms, all 
removals from the game or Players’ bench, and also any trouble or unusual 
occurrences, in which that office would be interested When you send your 
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report to him concerning the removal of a player or manager, merely stating 
“use of profanity” or “abusive language” is not enough to judge how serious 
the offense was. State in your report exactly what the offender said and did 
and proper action will be taken. These reports are considered confidential 
and used only in conjunction with the situation concerned. 

Be at the park one hour before the scheduled starting time. This is a must. 
The field umpire shall take charge of the field of play, see that the visiting club 
is given its alloted time for fielding and batting. He should prevent practice 
bunting in front of the stands (considered a dangerous practice), and in gen- 
eral take any action necessary for the best interests of the visiting club and 
the spectators. However, if three umpires are working the game, the third 
base umpire shall meet this assignment. All umpires must be in uniform 15 
minutes before the scheduled starting time of the game, ready to start the game 
should an emergency arise. Often with a large crowd present and unfavorable 
weather conditions prevailing, it is advisable to make an early start in an effort 
to complete the game. 


AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE NEBRASKA STATE LEAGUE OF 
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS CLASS D ADOPTED FEBRUARY 6, 1957 


ARTICLE VII. RECEIPTS 


1. Receipts for the purpose of this article shall be defined in the following 
manner : 
(c) Each city is to remit to the Nebraska State League 2 cents per paid 
admission, per game, in lieu of concessions. 


NEW YORK-PENNSYLVANIA PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE 
CONSTITUTION, RULES, BYLAWS (AS AMENDED TO APRIL 17, 1957) 


ARTICLE I. NAME OF LEAGUE 


Section 1. This Association shall be called the New York-Pennsylvania Pro- 
fessional Baseball League. 


ARTICLE II. OBJECT OF LEAGUE 


Section 1. The objects of this League are: (a) to perpetuate baseball as the 
National Game of the United States and to foster its extension in the Dominion 
of Canada, and surround it with such safeguards as warrant absolute public 
confidence in its integrity and methods; (b) to protect and promote the mutual 
interests of the professional baseball players and umpires; and (c) to establish 
and regulate the baseball championship of our territory. 


ARTICLE ILI. COMPOSITION OF LEAGUE 


Section 1. The League shall consist of eight clubs located in the following 
cities, to wit: Batavia, N. Y.,; Bradford, Pa.; Corning, N. Y.; Elmira, N. Y.; 
Erie, Pa.; Jamestown, N. Y.; Olean, N. Y.; and Wellsville, N. Y.; and such other 
clubs as may from time to time be elected to membership as hereinafter pro- 
vided for, but in no event shall there be more than one club in any city. This 
contract shall be binding from the date of its adoption. 


ARTICLE IV. MEMBERSHIP IN LEAGUE 


Section 1. Vacancy in League. In case a vacancy occurs in the membership 
of the Association during the championship season, the President shall have 
the authority to immediately take over the franchise and players belonging 
to said territory, and, subject to the ratification of the Board of Directors, to 
transfer said mebership, franchise and players to any corporation, partner- 
ship or individual in said territory and give satisfactory guarantee to continue 
said membership and fulfill all contractual obligations. In case said member- 
ship cannot be reestablished in said territory, the President shall nominate to 
all clubs, applicants for membership and vote thereon shall be taken by tele- 
graph or mail, as occasion may require, and a favorable majority vote of all 
clubs will be required to admit any applicant to membership. Such member- 
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ship, however, shall continue only until further action is taken at the next 
annual meeting; but such clubs shall be subject to all the rules and requirements 
of this organization and those of the National Association of Professional Base- 
ball Leagues. 

Section 1.01. Final approval of membership shall be contingent upon receipt, 
in the League Office, of a certified true copy of transfer of ownership with all 
conditions stated therein. 

Section 1.02. The sale of any franchise shall and does include all equities, 
rights, privileges and titles enjoyed by all other clubs in the League. 

Section 2. Termination of Membership. The membership of any club may 
be terminated by: (1) The resignation duly accepted by a two-thirds majority 
of all the clubs. (2) Failure to signify by letter, on or before November Ist 
of each year, its intention to operate the following season. (38) Allowing bet- 
ting or pool-selling upon its grounds or in any building owned or occupied by 
it. (4) Playing any game of ball with a club that is disqualified under the rules 
of the National Association. (5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting 
to lose any game of ball or failing to immediately expel from its team any 
player who shall be proven guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempt 
ing to lose any game of ball, or of being interested in any pool or wager thereon 
(6) Failing to furnish at each game adequate police protection to guarantee 
order on the grounds, and personal safety of all spectators, umpires and 
players. (7) Failing or refusing to fulfill its contractural obligations. (8) Wil 
fully violating any provision of this Constitution and Bylaws. (9) By a 
unanimous vote of the remaining clubs that for business reasons and the best 
interest of the League such membership shall no longer be desireable for any 
of the following reasons: Failure of any member to present its team at the 
time and place agreed upon to play any championship game, unless caused by 
unavoidable accident in traveling; or disbandment of its organization or team 
during the championship season or at any time during the life of this agreement 

Section 3. Action to Terminate Membership. To carry into effect the pro 
visions of Section 2 of this Article, the facts in any case covered by such 
sections must be reported to the President of the League, who shall at once 
notify by mail, or telegraph, the party charged with the specified default or 
offense, inquiring whether any dispute exists as to the facts alleged. In case 
the facts are disputed, the Board shall, after due notice, try the case under 
such regulations as they may prescribe and after their finding shall be final 
und conclusive, when such finding shall be forwarded to each club which shall 
transmit to the President written ballots “For Expulsion” or “Against Expul 
sion’; and if unanimous “For Expulsion,” the offending club not voting, the 
President shall notify all clubs of the forfeiture of membership of the party 
charged. Action may be taken under subsection 9 of Section 2 at any meeting 
of the Directors of the League without the formalities herein set forth. 

Section 4. Penalties for Offenses. Upon conviction of any of the offenses pre 
scribed in Section 2 as causes for expulsion, the Board of Directors may, in 
the first instance as a preliminary to, or in lieu of expulsion, impose a fine of 
not less than $200.00, which fine may include a penalty payable to any other 
club, or clubs, as compensation for damages sustained for such violation of this 
Constitution or of the Legislation or contracts made in pursuance thereof 

Section 5. Disposition of Terminated Franchises. The disbandment or with 
drawal or expulsion of any member of this Association shall operate as a com 
plete forfeiture of franchise and player’s contracts thereto belonging, and of any 
right to share in the guarantee fund deposited with the League by said member 
Said franchise and players’ contracts shall become the sole property of this 
League for such disposition as the Board of Directors of the League may 
designate. 

ARTICLE V. GUARANTEE DEPOSIT AND SINKING FUND 


Section 1. Guarantee Deposit. No later than January 10 in each year, 
each club member of this League must deposit with the President of the National 
Association a certified check for an amount equal, at least, to one-half of the 
monthly salary limit per club allowed by the National Association in Leagues 
of this classification as a guarantee of payment of any obligations due by the 
depositing club to its players, this League and other Leagues or Clubs in the 
order named, and as a guarantee against the violation of any provision of this 
Constitution, rules, or of the legislation or contracts made in pursuance thereof 
The fund shall be returned to the clubs at the close of the Championship season 
at the discretion of the president of the League. 
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Section 2. Sinking Fund. The Board of Directors may, at its discretion, 
establish a sinking fund. 

Section 3. Contribution to Sinking Fund By New Members. All new mem- 
bers admitted to this League in addition to depositing the guarantee checks 
provided for in Section 1 of this Article shall deposit with the president an 
amount equal to the share of each of the old members in the sinking fund of 
the League at the time of the admission of said new member. 

Section 4. Disposition of Guarantee Deposit and Other Funds when Club 
Fails to Complete Season or Abandons Territory. The Guarantee Deposit of 
any member of this League, together with its interest in the sinking fund of 
the League, or in any fund or checks passing through the hands of the President 
of the League belonging to said member, shall be subject to the payment of any 
fines, assessments, or other indebtedness due to the League or any other member 
of the League, by said member before any distribution thereof shall be made. 
Any club failing to complete any season, or which shall abandon its territory, 
shail forfeit all right, title, and interest in the sinking fund or other property 
of the League, including its guarantee deposit or any surplus fund in the 
treasury of the League at the time of said forfeiture; and to any right, title, 
or interest in the franchise theretofore held by it, together with said club’s 
interest in the contract of all players under contract or reservation to it, all of 
said interests vesting immediately in the League for the use and benefit of the 
remaining clubs. 

Section 5. Disposition of Guarantee when Franchise Transferred. If any club 
operating a franchise in this League shall notify the President in writing on or 
before October Ist, after the completion of any season during the life of this 
agreement, that it will not operate its franchise during the following season, then 
it shall be the duty of the President to cooperate with such clubowners in trying 
to place said franchise with other responsible parties in said city, or in another 
city acceptable to the League, and if, and when, said franchise is so placed prior 
to January ist following said notice, the parties taking over the franchise from 
the surrendering club shall deposit their guarantee check as herein provided, 
and their proportionate part of any then existing surplus, whereupon the Presi- 
dent of the League shall return the guarantee check to the surrendering club, less 
any expense incurred in placing said franchise and any indebtedness above 
named. Title to players on roster of surrendering club shall vest in the League 
from date of notice until player contracts are transferred to the acquiring club. 

Section 6. Penalty for Failure to Reimburse Guarantee Fund. Whenever it 
becomes necessary to use any part of the guarantee fund for the purpose of dis- 
charging the financial obligations of any club, said club shall be required to 
replace the amount so used in discharging its obligations in the guarantee fund 
within fifteen days, or failing to do so, shall be subject to forfeiture of all its 
rights of membership in this League, upon unanimous action of the remaining 
members. 

ARTICLE VI. OFFICERS OF LEAGUE 


Section 1. Officers of the League and Their Duties. The officers of this League 
shall be a President, a Vice-President, and a Secretary and Treasurer, and they 
shall be elected at the annual meeting of the League for such a term as the League 
directors may determine. Election of the President shall be by a two-thirds vote 
of the members present. Salaries, if any, of the officers shall be established 
annually and shall be fixed by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors. Ifa 
person other than the nominal president of the League shall be charged with 
the active administration of its affairs, such person shall assume the duties 
delegated hereunder to the President. The President shall be Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall consist of the President of the 
League and one member from each club, to be selected by the club. Each club 
shall send certification of its representative to the annual meeting, but no person 
other than a certified club officer shall be qualified to act as a Director who is not 
an actual member of the directorate of the club he represents, nor shall any club 
under any circumstances be represented by its manager unless he shall also be 
an executive officer of the club, or any of its players, nor by more than one person 
on the Board. The Board shall have general supervision of all affairs and busi- 
ness of the League. Monthly meetings shall be held during the months of March, 
April, May, June, July, August, and September; Annual Meeting to be held in 
November. It shall hold special meetings upon call of the President, or a 
majority of the Board, and at such time and place as the call may designate. A 
quorum shall consist of two-thirds of the Board of Directors. 
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Section 1.1. Attendance at all meetings shall be mandatory, and any club 
not physically represented by a club officer shall be fined not less than $25 for 
the first absence and not less than $50 for the second absence in any calendar 
year. Any appeal regarding the provisions of this rule shall be referred to the 
President, who will appoint a committee of three to investigate said appeal 
and reach a decision. 

(a) Duties of the President. The President shall have the authority usually 
vested in the executive officer of any organization and shall perform the duties 
of such and be responsible as such. He shall be chairman of all committees, 
including a nominating committee, except such special committees as the Board 
of Directors shall appoint with the provision that he is not to be a member 
thereof. He shall preside at all meetings of the League and of all committees 
of which he is chairman, but shall have a vote only in case of a tie. He shall 
have general supervision of the affairs of the League and shall do and perform 
all things which shall become necessary to protect the League and to secure a 
strict compliance with the letter and spirit of this agreement by all parties 
who are, or may become, connected with it. An appeal from any of his actions 
shall lie to the League, except in the appointment and assignment of umpires, 
decisions on protested games, rulings on the conduct of players, their discipline, 
and all regulations looking to the preservation of the order and dignity of the 
League. The President shall have jurisdictional authority to act for the League 
in all matters pertaining to the welfare of the League which may arise and 
which are not specifically provided for herein. 

(b) Duties of the Secretary and Treasurer. The Secretary and Treasurer 
shall be the custodian of all League funds and shall render a strict accounting 
of all receipts and disbursements at each annual meeting of the League. Presi- 
dent may also hold the office of Secretary-Treasurer. 

Section 2. Action in Case of Vacancy in Officers of League. Should a vacancy 
occur in the office of President, Vice President or Secretary-Treasurer during a 
playing season, the Board of Directors shall, within one week, at a call meeting, 
or by mail vote, fill the vacancy. 

Section 3. Rights of Club. Each Club shall have the right to regulate its own 
affairs, to establish its own rules and discipline, punish, suspend or expel its 
own managers, players or other employees, and to do any other things not in 
conflict with this Constitution, the playing rules, or the rules of the National 
Association. 

Section 4. Expenses of Officers. The League officials shall be reimbursed for 
expenses incurred on the League’s behalf, including those incurred while 
traveling. 

ARTICLE VII. FINANCES OF LEAGUE 


Section 1. Disposition of Gate Receipts. All receipts of all games played dur- 
ing the championship season shall be the property of the home club. 

Section 2. Payment of Expenses on Road. All clubs shall pay their own ex- 
penses on the road. 

Section 3. Funds Applicable to Payment of League Erpenses. All funds de- 
rived by the League from any source other than the guarantee fund, including 
the League’s share of the gate receipts of any post-season or championship series 
or from any other source shall be applicable to the payment of the expenses 
of the League. 

Section 4. Power of President to Assess Clubs. The President shall be em- 
powered from time to time to assess each club its equal share of the expenses 
of the League if the regular funds accruing under the provisions of this agree- 
ment are not sufficient to cover the items chargeable to said fund, or when in 
his judgment he shall deem it necessary to order an assessment or assessments, 
so as to increase, provide for or protect the sinking fund or the balance in the 
League Treasury. 

Section 5. Game Statements. The home club shall prepare an attendance 
statement for all games played at home, at the end of each month, on forms 
supplied by the League. These statements shall be received by the League no 
later than three (3) days after: 

(a) The last day of each month; 
(b) The end of the championship season ; or 
(c) After each game of each playoff series. 

Section 6. Weekly Remittance by Clubs During Championship Season. Each 
club shall remit at the Annual Meeting, five hundred dollars ($500) to build 
up the treasury of the League, and no club should be allowed to participate in 
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this meeting, and its franchise would be forfeited to the League, if this amount 
is not paid on or before the meeting date. 

Further, each club shall pay two hundred dollars ($200) dues per week for 
the first ten (10) weeks of the official League schedule, and that the balance of 
the dues shall be paid within thirty days (30) thereafter in even weekly pay- 
ments upon notification by the League Office. 

Section 7. Penalty for Failure To Submit Weekly Remittance on Time. Any 
club which shall fail to send its check for the amount of its weekly assessment 
at the time provided for in Section 6, shall be fined the sum of five dollars 
($5.00) for each week delinquent on each assessment, which fines, and each 
delinquent weekly remittance shall be charged against the guarantee fund de- 
posited with the Treasurer of the National Association by said club. 


ARTICLE VIII. ADMISSIONS 


Section 1. Admission prices shall be fixed by individual clubs as each deems 
best to fit its particular situation. 

Section 2. Ladies’ or Children’s Days or Nights. Each club shall have the 
privilege of declaring one game in each week “Ladies’ Day” (or “Night’’) at 
which all women may be admitted free of charge and may also have as many 
“Children’s” or “Knothole”’ Days (or “Nights’”) as the individual club may deem 
advisable. However, reguiar League prices shall prevail at all opening day, 
Holiday and Sunday games in the United States, and also at all Saturday games 
in Canada. 

Section 3. Definition of “Children.” “Children” as provided for in the above 
section are construed to be minors between the ages of eight and fifteen inclusive. 

Section 4. Pass Out Checks. There shall be no pass out checks used in this 
League, except in case of an extreme emergency. 


ARTICLE IX. SALARY LIMITS AND PLAYER CONTRACTS 


Section 1. Monthly Salary Limit. For the period beginning 30 days after the 
opening of the season and ending 20 days before its close, no club of this 
League shall have a total monthly salary roll in excess of $2,600.00, exclusive 
of manager. In all cases where a club has one or more players on option from a 
club of higher classification whose contract calls for a higher amount of salary 
and is to be paid by the optionor club, at least $125.00 per month of said salary 
must be charged against the monthly salary limit of the club in this League. 

Section 2. Contracts Must State All Financial Agreements Between Clubs and 
Player. No club owner, officer, or stockholder of any club, manager, agent, or 
any person shall make a direct or indirect agreement or arrangement with any 
player, other than that stipulated in the formal contract between the club and the 
player, and the player shall not receive from any source whatever any amount 
or sum or other compensation than such as is provided for in his formal contract. 

Section 3. Penalty for Violation of Salary Limit. Any club exceeding the 
salary limit shall be fined a minimum of one hundred dollars ($100) in addi- 
tion to any fine imposed by the National Association, and any club guilty of 
signing a false affidavit shall be punished as prescribed by the National Asso- 
ciation. Games won by the offending club during the period of such violation 
shall be treated as having been lost and the opponent club credited with a victory. 

Section 4. President’s Authority to Investigate Possible Violation of Salary 
Limit. The President is directed to see that the salary limit provided for herein 
is enforced and to that end he is authorized and empowered to require any club 
to present any of its books and papers to him at any time that he may direct 
in order that the facts may be ascertained. The President is further authorized 
and empowered to summon any player before him or his agent to be examined as 
to the amount that he is receiving, both directly and/or indirectly, from the club 
with which he is playing. 

Section 5. Submission of Contract Information to President. No player shall 
be allowed to participate in any game after the opening of the season; unless 
the Secretary and Treasurer of the League has received his contract or has been 
notified of such Contract having been made, stating salary. The Secretary and 
Treasurer shall keep a record of all contracts which shall be open to inspection 
by all clubs in the League. Each club must forward all of its players contracts 
immediately to the President of the National Association who shall, after ap- 
proving and recording them in his office, forward them to the Secretary and 
Treasurer of this League to be made a matter of record in the League office 
before being returned to the club to which the contract belongs. The notice to 
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the President of the League shall be in writing or by telegraph to the office of 
the President, and if by telegram, then the time of sending recorded thereon, or 
if by letter, the time and date of the postmark on the envelope, shall be accepted 
as the time of the notification required to be made by the club to the President. 


ARTICLE X. PLAYER LIMITS 


Section 1. Player Limit and Limit on Experienced Players. (a) For a period 
of 30 days after the opening of the scheduled season, clubs in this League may 
carry 21 players, but thereafter until the period beginning 20 days prior to the 
close of the championship season, no club may carry more than 16 players, in- 
clusive of the manager, if he be a playing manager. 

(b) Included in the player limit of 16 men, including the manager, if he is a 
playing manager, each club shall be allowed to carry on its playing roster not 
more than 9 men with professional experience prior to the current season, 7 of 
whom may be Limited Service men; the other two (2) may be Veterans. All 
others must be Rookies. This provision shall apply throughout the entire season 
including the first 30 days as well as the last 20 days of the season. At no time 
shall any club have more than 7 limited service and 2 veterans on its active list. 
This section does not apply to Reinstated National Defense Players, their limi- 
tation being covered by the National Defense Regulations of the Agreement. 

Nore.—In substance, a club may only have 2 veterans and 7 limited service 
men; or 1 veteran and 8 limited service men; or no veterans and 9 limited service 
men on its playing roster at one time. 

Section 2. Submission of Player List at Beginning of Season. At the beginning 
of the championship season, each club shall supply to the President a list of all 
its players, and shall notify him promptly of all players signed or released, or 
placed on, or reinstated from the suspended, disabled or temporarily inactive 
lists. The penalty for each failure to comply with the provisions of this section 
shall be a fine of $50. 

Section 3. Suspended and Disabled Players. Any player placed on the dis- 
abled list by any club in this League during the Championship Season cannot 
be reinstated by said club until a period of at least ten (10) days shall have 
elapsed after notice of such disability has been given the President of the League, 
and no player shall be suspended except on account of insubordination or for 
an infraction of the rules, and no player shall be placed on the disabled list 
except on account of actual sickness or injury. 

Section 4. Assignment Within League Not Permitted Last 20 Days of Champion 
ship Season. No club shall dispose of a player to any other club in the League 
within a period of twenty (20) days prior to the close of the current playing 
season. 

ARTICLE XI. UMPIRES 


Section 1. Appointment. A staff of umpires shall be appointed by the Presi 
dent before the opening of the Championship Season. 

Section 2. Under Sole Direction of President. The umpires shall be under the 
sole direction and control of the President, from whom they shall receive assign- 
ments and all instructions regarding interpretation of the playing rules. The 
President shall prescribe a proper uniform for them, all parts of which shall be 
worn when they are acting as umpires. 

Section 3. Failure To Umpire Game. In the event of the failure of an umpire 
to officiate a game assigned to him, it shall be the duty of the President to pro- 
vide a substitute to umpire said game, and in each case there shall be deducted 
from the next payment of the League umpire the sum of $5.00 for each game as- 
signed to him, which, for any reason, other than sickness (certificate by a 
reputable physician), he shall have failed to umpire. 

Section 4. Substitute for Regular or Reserve Umpire. In the event of the non- 
appearance of the assigned League umpire for the beginning of the game, or the 
absence, disqualification or inability of the regular Umpire, the Reserve Umpire 
shall be used and shall receive for his services from the President of the League 
$7.50 for single game, $10.00 for doubleheader, and $15.00 for split doubleheaders. 
When players are used they will share the fee that is due to be paid. 

Section 5. Penalty for Failure of Club To Accept Umpire Assigned. Any club 
refusing to accept an umpire assigned by the President shall be fined not less than 
$500.00 for each offense. This penalty in addition to and independent of any 
action that may be taken under other provisions of this Constitution. 

Section 6. Removal and Replacement. Any umpire is subject to removal by 
the President, who has full power to fill all vacancies. 
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Section 7. Penalty for Bodily Contact With Umpires. Any manager or any 
player who shall place his hands on an umpire or his clothing, or to hold him, or 
shove him, or who shall step on his feet, shall be fined $50.00 and removed from the 
game, in addition to any penalty that the President of the League may deem 
expedient. 

Section 8. Penalty for Other Offenses by Managers. For other offenses by 
managers necessitating removal from a game and not prescribed herein, the 
penalty shall be at the discretion of the President of this League. 

Section 9. Penalty for Profanity or Indecent Conduct. The umpire shall re- 
move from the game any player guilty of using profanity on the playing field or 
guilty of indecent conduct. Where, in the opinion of the umpire, profane or 
obscene language is used by a player or manager that is audible in the stands, 
he shall report the same to the President, who shall impose a penalty at his discre- 
tion, from which there shall be no remission. 

Section 10. Penalty for Player Other than Manager Put Out of Game. Any 
player other than Manager put out of the game by an umpire shall be automati- 
cally fined $2.00, and for his next three offenses $3.00, and thereafter at least 
$5.00 for each successive time he is removed from the game and may also be sus- 
pended by the President for two days for the first offense, four days for the sec- 
ond offense, and for the third he may be suspended for one week, and during 
said suspensions his salary is to stop. 

Section 11. Free Agency to Player Receiving Salary During Suspended Period. 
If a player suspended by the President in accordance with Sections 8, 9, and 10 
of this Article can and does prove that he received salary during the period of 
suspension, then he is free to sign with another club. However, the suspended 
player must prove, to the satisfaction of the President of the League, that he has 
been paid during his suspended period, and he is not to be considered a free 
agent until he has been so declared by the President of the League. In order to 
examine into the facts, the President shall have the right to inspect the books, 
records and such other papers in the offices of the offending club, and failure to 
allow the President to make such inspection and examination shall constitute an 
admission of having paid said player and shall place the club, and its officials, 
subject to all penalties applicable in such instances. In case the player so sus- 
pended be playing manager, or owner, he shall also be kept off the playing 
ground during said suspension. 

Section 12. Suspended Players Barred From Playing Ground. Any players 
suspended in accordance with this Article must be kept off the playing ground 
during the period of suspension. 

Section 13. Penalty for Clubs Reimbursing Fines Assessed Players. Any 
clubs reimbursing players or paying the fines of players for fines imposed by the 
President of the League shall be subjected to a penalty to be paid to the League 
of an amount equal to the fine so paid or reimbursed. 

Section 14. Return of Last Ball of Game to Umpire. The umpires shall require 
players making the last put out, or last handling of the ball in play when the 
game ends, to return the ball to him, and the umpire shall return the ball to 
the home club. Any player failing or refusing to comply with this order shall 
he fined the sum of $5.00 for the benetit of the home club. 


ARTICLE XII, CONDUCT DETRIMENTAL TO BASEBALL 


Section 1. Turing Game into Farce. Any manager who permits his club to in 
dulge in conduct on the field that is calculated to turn any scheduled game into 
a farce or burlesque shall be fined the sum of $50.00, and any player indulging in 
such conduct shall be fined $25.00 

Section 2. Ordering Team to Leave Field During Game. Any club official, 
manager, or captain of any club who by his orders causes his team to leave the 
field during the progress of a Championship game shall be fined $200.00. 

Section 3. Persons Allowed on Players’ Bench or Playing Field. No person 
shall be allowed on any players’ bench during the progress of a championship 
game unless a member of the club in uniform or the club’s trainer. Neither 
shall players of opposing clubs visit each other’s bench during game. No other 
persons than the members of the two clubs and the policemen, the ground keeper, 
the club’s trainer, one bat boy for each club, and one extra boy to look after balls 
is allowed within the enclosure of playing field. This rule applies to anyone 
vending soft drinks or anything else after commencement of game, except in case 
of an overflow crowd. 

Section 4. Uniform Requirements. All clubs are required to be fully uniformed. 
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Section 5. Failure to Present Team for Game. Any club failing to present its 
team at a time and place scheduled for a championship game unless caused by 
unavoidable accident in traveling shall be fined the sum of $150.00, in addition 
to any other fine herein provided, which shall be paid by the offending club to 
the president of the League for the benefit of the club with which said game was 
scheduled. 


ARTICLE XIII, DISPUTES BETWEEN CLUBS OR BETWEEN CLUBS AND PLAYERS 


Section 1. Disputes Between Clubs. The President of the League shall investi- 
gate, determine and settle disputes between clubs, subject to the rules of the 
National Association and this Constitution, and his findings shall be final. How- 
ever, the Board of Directors may over-rule the decision of the President by a 
unanimous vote by mail when a written statement is submitted to the President 
and by him transmitted to each member of the Board. 

Section 2. Complaint by Club Against Manager or Player of Another Club, The 
President shall at once consider any complaint preferred by a club against a 
manager or player of another club (prior to the expiration of the championship 
season) for conduct in violation of any provision of this Constitution, or prejudi- 
cial to the good repute of the game of baseball; and shall have power to fine, 
suspend or expel such players or managers, provided that such complaint is 
preferred in writing, giving such particulars as may enable the President to 
ascertain all the facts. 

Section 3. Complaint by Player Against His Club. In case a player shall, dur- 
ing a current season, prefer a complaint in writing to the President of the League 
against the club employing him, alleging that such club is in arrears to him for 
salary for more than fifteen (15) days after such salary became due, the Presi- 
dent shall at once transmit to the said Club a copy of such complaint and require 
an answer thereto. If on receipt of such answer, or if one week shall have 
elapsed without the receipt of such answer, the President shall find the player's 
complaint sustained, he shall require the club, under penalty of free agency to 
the player, to pay the player forthwith the full amount ascertained to be due 
him; provided that should the player refuse to serve the club, pending action by 
the President of his complaint, he will thereby forfeit the benefit of the award 
and in such case the President shall revoke the award. 

Section 4. Appeal by Player Suspended More Than 10 Days. Any player who 
shall have been expelled, suspended or disciplined by a club for a period of more 
than 10 days, may within 30 days after the date of expulsion, suspension, or 
discipline, file with the President a written statement of his defense, accom 
panied by a request for an appeal, accompanying such notice with a copy of 
the appeal, and at the next annual meeting, the club, by its duly authorized 
representatives, and the applicant in person, by attorney, or by written state 
ment, shall appear before the Board with their testimony. The Board shall 
impartially hear the matter and render their decision, which shall be final and 
forever binding on both club and player. 

Section 5. Director of Interested Club Barred From Trial. No director shall 
sit in trial of a case in which his club is interested. 

Section 6. Expense of Trial or Arbitration. Any expense of trials or arbitra 
tion shall be borne by the parties adjudged to be at fault. 


ARTICLE XIV. CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON 


Section 1. Playing Rules. This League shall use the Official Baseball Rules 
Completely Revised 1957, and any rules that the League adopts that do not 
conflict with the aforesaid Rules. 

Section 2. Determination of Dates. The dates of the Championship season 
shall be determined by the League. 

Section 3. Championship Games. Every game played between two clubs from 
the commencement to the conclusion of the championship season shall be cham- 
pionship games. 

Section 4. Schedule. All championship games shall be arranged in a written 
sehedule to be adopted by the League by a majority vote at the January meeting. 
The schedule shall provide for an equal number of home and road games where 
practicable and specify the date of each game and of each series of games. Any 
club requesting a transfer from the regular schedule of games shail make ap- 
plication in writing, signed by both club Presidents, to the President, who may 
approve same. 
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Section 5. Naming League Championship Club. At the close of the regularly 
scheduled championship season, where no playoff is required, the President shall 
prepare a tabulated statement of the games played, won, and lost by each Club, 
according to the reports in the official scores, and the club which shall have 
made the highest percentage of victories shall be declared the championship 
club. In case of a tie for first place at the close of the League schedule, one 
game shall be played between the two teams, the winner shall be the League 
champion. The proceeds to be equally divided after deducting the necessary 
taxes and expenses and the League share of 20%, and the City where the 
game is to be played will be decided by the toss of a coin by the President of 
the League. The same conditions to apply to any other teams finishing in a tie 
to determine player position. In case three or more teams are tied for first 
place, the President shall arrange an elimination series in the least number of 
games possible. The President shall also be further empowered to arrange 
any other series by reason of a tie that may be necessary to determine playoff 
positions. 

Section 6. Difference Between League Champion and Playoff Winner. The 
League Champion shall be the team finishing first in the regular schedule in 
accordance with Section 5 above. The playoff winner shall be awarded a 
special trophy as the playoff winner. 

Section 7. Innings for Doubleheaders. In the event a doubleheader is to 
be played, one game must be 7 innings to be determined by the home team. 
It shall be the duty of the home team to inform the opposing manager one 
hour before the first game which is to be the seven-inning game of the double- 
header. 

Section 8 Rescheduling of Called-Off or Tie Game. When a game (or games) 
is postponed for any cause; or is a Regulation Drawn Game or is terminated 
before the completion of four and one-half innings for any reason, such game 
(or games) must be played off as a doubleheader (or doubleheaders) during 
the same series, weather permitting. If this is impossible it (or they) must 
be played during the next subsequent series between the same clubs in the 
originally scheduled city. Such game (or games) may be rescheduled if an 
open date for each club involved exists, by written notice from the home club 
to the originally visitor club at least one week in advance. (This information 
must be filed in the League office. ) 

If both clubs agree, the provisions of this paragraph may be waived; a defi- 
nite date, however, must be set immediately and a copy of this agreement must 
be filed with the League Office at once. (Rule 4.12 of the Official Baseball 
Rules will govern all doubleheaders. ) 

Section 9. Rescheduling of Called-Off or Tie Game When Season’s Series Com- 
pleted at Original Home City. If, however, all of the series’ games scheduled 
on any ground have been ended and such tied or postponed games unplayed, 
while a series of games remains to be played in the city of the original visiting 
club, between the same two clubs, then such ball game shall, if possible, be 
played off on the grounds of the original visiting club on a date to be deter- 
mined by the club to which such game is transferred. 

Section 10. Rain Checks. In the event of a game being stopped for any cause 
before the completion of four and one-half innings, the home club shall issue 
rain checks good for any succeeding official game. 

Section 11. Oficial Ball. No championship game shall be played with any 
ball other than the official ball as adopted by this League. 

Section 12. Protection of Grounds from Rain. The home club must use every 
facility in its possession to protect the grounds from rain. 

Section 13. Furnishing Player Lists to Umpires. The manager of each club 
prior to each game will be required to furnish to the Umpire in Chief for that 
day a list of his eligible players, such list in turn to be submitted by the Umpire 
to the League Secretary and Treasurer to be made a matter of record in his 
files. 

Section 14. Starting Times of Games. The decision as to whether a regu- 
larly scheduled game of the championship season shall be played in the after- 
noon or at night rests entirely with the home club. However, should a club 
elect to change from day to night, or vice versa, such club is required to so 
notify the visiting club at least twenty-four hours prior to game time. 

Section 15. Failure of Lights During Play. During the execution of a play, 
should the lights go out before the play is completed, the Umpire in Chief shall 
suspend play by calling “Time” (Rule 5.10, Official Baseball Rules). 
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The game will be resumed after the Umpire calls “Play” (Rule 5.11, Official 
Baseball Rules). 

Section 16. Failure of Lights During Game. If at least four and one-half 
innings have been completed before a curfew imposed by law, or the light fail 
ure and said failure cannot be corrected the game shall be ruled as “suspended” 
and shall be continued from that point of interruption. Whenever four and 
one-half innings have not been completed the game shall be replayed in its 
entirety. (Rule 4.12 of the Official Baseball Rules must be observed.) 


ARTICLE XV. PLAYOFFS 


Section 1. Playoff System. The League shall use the Shaughnessy system 
of playoff. The team first in percentage shall play the team fourth in per 
centage in a three game series starting on the home grounds of the team first 
in percentage and alternating until a winner is declared: the team second in 
percentage shall play the team third in percentage in a three game series start 
ing on the home grounds of the team second in percentage and alternating until 
a winner is declared. The winners of the two series shall play a five game 
series beginning on the grounds of the team having the highest percentage for 
the regular schedule In the event of tie games in any playoff series, such 
ie games shall be regarded as a game insofar as it pertains to being played in 
he city where it was played, and the teams will shift to the other competing 
city in the same manner as though the tie game had been a decisive one. This, 
however, is not to be construed as declaring any tie game as a decisive one, or 
that this provision shall not apply where 414 innings have not be played. The 
purpose of this section is to clarify the situation as far as it pertains to ques 
tions arising to the shift of games in playoff series when tie games are played 


Notr.—For the 1957 Season Only, the following plan for determining Playoff 
positions, will be placed in effect 


a. The season will be divided into two halves of 68 games each. 


b. The teams having the highest total of points will meet in the post 
season playoffs. These totals to be compiled on a basis of club position at 
the end of the first 63 games, and at the finish of the season, on a basis of: 
Ist Place, 10 Points; 2nd, 8 Points; Next Five Places, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 respec 
tively. This could mean that more than four clubs will be involved for 
Playoff positions. 

ce. The Shaughnessy System will be followed after the top four positions 
are determined 

Section 2. Eligibility of Players { player to be eligible to participate in 
the post-season series must have joined his club and must be physically present 
and must have been eligible to play twenty (20) days prior to the close of the 
scheduled league season and must have remained with the club during such 
period. No other player shall be eligible except by unanimous vote of the com 
peting club representative 

Section 3. Finances. The scale of prices of any playoff game shall be ar 
ranged by the President and the representatives of the clubs concerned The 
gross receipts, exclusive of taxes, of each game of this post-series, including 

t 


general admissions, grandstand receipts, reserved seat receipts, box seat re 


ceipts, together with itemized statements of said receipts, shall be remitted 
to the Secretary and Treasurer of the League immediately after each game, 


1e Secretary and Treasurer to make the following distribution of same 
From the gross receipts, exclusive of taxes, there shall be deducted 40¢ 

20% of which shall be paid to the League treasury and 20 to the home club 
Umpires’ salaries shall then be deducted and the sum remaining after said 
leduction shall be divided equally between the two contending clubs in the 
series; subject, of course, to existing National Association rules applicable to 
the playoff receipts 

Each club shall bear its own expenses, and the home club shall bear all ex 


penses of grounds, ticket sale, and other expenses incidental to each 





The post-season series in this League is hereby declared to be a part of the 
regular season’s schedule, and players’ and umpires’ contracts are extended ft 
over the series 

Section 4. Extra Compensation to Players Prohibited No club shall directly 
or indirectly pay to any player any bonus or remuneration whatever for his 
services in an Inter-League Post-Series other than his regular salary and the 
share of the Post-Series proceeds to which he may be entitled as a member of 
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one of the contesting clubs in said series. Any club violating this provision 
shall be fined the sum of $500.00. 

Section 5. Post-Season Player Pool. The League shall establish a pool of 
six hundred dollars ($600) to be distributed among the players of the pennant- 
winning club. 

Section 6. General. All the provisions of this Constitution pertaining to 
the general conduct of games during the championship season, and to the 
responsibilities of owners, officials of clubs, managers, players and umpires 
shall apply during the playoffs. 


ARTICLE XVI. PROTESTED GAMES 


Section 1. Procedures. Either club may protest any game by giving notice 
thereof to the umpire immediately following the play in question and before 
another pitch is made. The umpire shall so notify the official scorer, the 
manager or captain of the opposing team and the public shall be so informed 
by public announcement. If it were the final play of the game in question, the 
protestor may notify the League President within twenty-four (24) hours 
after the game is finished, by telegram or letter, briefly stating therein the 
cause for protest. Within five (5) days thereafter both clubs must file with 
the President of the League such affidavits or documentary evidence relative 
to such protest as they may deem proper. In case such protest be not com- 
pleted within said time by protesting club, the protest shall be null and void. 
If the protesting club shall complete the protest as aforesaid, the President 
shall pass on the case within ten (10) days after filing of proof, unless further 
time be allowed by the President. There shall be no appeal from the Presi- 
dent's decision. All telegrams sent to the President in protested games must 
be prepaid. 

Section 2. When Made The protesting club must forward to the League 
President within five (5) days from the date of the protest the sum of $25.00 
which is to be returned to the club if the protest is upheld and forfeited if the 
protest is disallowed 

ARTICLE XVII. MISCELLANEOUS 


Section 1. Jssuance and Honoring of Passes. The President of the League 
shall be empowered to issue such annual passes as he may deem advisable for 
the best interest of the League. Such annual passes shall be signed by the 
President and shall be honored at the gate in all cities comprising the League. 
Each club may issue such passes as it may desire to its own grounds, but no 
passes other than the annual passes issued by the President of the League and 
the President of the National Association shall be accepted upon any grounds 
in the League during the Post-Season Series. Manager, players or other em- 
ployees of the club other than the President, shall not issue passes, and, if 
issued, they must not be honored. 

Section 2. Official Scorers. The President of the League shall have entire 
supervision over all official scorers. The clubs shall pay such person not less 
than the sum of $2.00 per game scored on the home grounds and reported to the 
official statistician. Each club shall pay its official scorer, but not until the 
official statistician shall certify to the League President all scores are in to 
date of rendering bill 

Section 3. Duties of Official Scorers After each game played for the cham- 
pionship and the playoffs, the official scorer shall forward, within forty-eight 
hours, to the League’s official Statistician a completed box score on forms as 
provided by the League Office In the event the official scorer fails to send 
such official score after each game as required, he may be fined $1.00 for each 
game he fails to score, by the President, to be deducted from any sum due him 
by the League. Official scorers must furnish at their own expense substitutes 
who must be acceptable to the League President 

Section 4. Inter-League Series. Inter-League series may be arranged be- 
tween this League and other Leagues each season, to begin not later than 
three (3) days following the close of this League season. Such series shall 
be held strictly under the rules of the National Association and under a Board 
of Control selected by said Association, the date of said series and the details 
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governing same to be agreed upon in writing between the Presidents of the 
contending Leagues at a date not later than August Ist of each year. 

Section 5. Prompt Voting on National Association Matters. On all National 
Association legislation, other than that voted on at the regular National 
Association meetings, which is forwarded to all clubs of this League by the 
President of this League, and on which a vote is requested from all clubs of 
this League, a fine of one hundred ($100) dollars shall be imposed in the 
event of failure of any club to render its vote or a statement that its member- 
ship has stipulated or elected not to vote on a question within ten (10) days 
from the date the legislation is mailed by the President of this League. 

Section 6. Pepper Games Restricted. No pepper games shall be permitted 
after the gates are opened to the public in any section of the field where the 
spectators may be subject to injury. 


ARTICLE XVIII. LEAGUE MEETINGS. 


Section 1. Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the League shall be held 
as early as practicable in the month of November, in the discretion of the 
President, and at such time and place as the President may name. 

Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings shall be called at his option 
by the President or upon the written call of a majority of the clubs, and the 
President shall call a League meeting at least once each month during the 
championship season. 

Section 3. Exrecutive Session. The League may, upon a majority vote of its 
members, elect to go into executive session for the transaction of any of its 
business. 

Section 4. Quorum. A representation of a majority of the clubs shall con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a less number may adjourn 
from time to time until a quorum is obtained. 

Section 5. Amending Constitution. The Constitution may be altered or 
amended by two-thirds vote of the League at any annual meeting of Directors. 
Any section of this constitution may be suspended for the season or amended 
by a unanimous vote between annual meetings, and not otherwise. Said votes 
may be cast by wire, mail, or at a League Meeting as the President of the League 
may elect. 

Section 5.01 Amendment to Agreement. An affirmative vote for amendment 
of the agreement shall be cast by the League President, only and if: Three- 
fourths (6) of the members vote in favor of such an amendment. The results 
of this vote will be forwarded to the Association as per instructions contained 
in Section 31.03 of the Agreement. 

Section 6. Order of Business. Order of business, unless suspended by a 
majority vote of the club members shall be: (1) Reading minutes of previous 
session; (2) Report of Board; (3) Report of Committees; (4) Election of 
New Members; (5) Amendments of the Constitution; (6) Election of Officers; 
(7) New Business. 


THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES AMENDED AT ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 22, 1954 


Article VI, section 1. 

Article VI, section 1 (a). 
Article VI, section 1 (b). 

Article VIII. 

Article XIV, sections 4, 5, and 6. 
Article XV, sections 1 and 5. 
Article XVII, section 1. 

Article XVIII, section 2. 


THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES AMENDED AS Norep BELOW 


Article VI, section 1: Directors’ Meeting March 10, 1956. 

Article VI, section 1 (Sub-Paragraph 1.1 Inserted) : Directors’ Meeting March 
10, 1956. 

Article VII, section 6: Directors’ Meeting November 6, 1955. 

Article X, section 1 (b): Directors’ Meeting November 20, 1955. 
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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE 1. This association shall be called 


the “Northern League of Professional Baseball 
Clubs.” 


ARTICLE 2. The objects of this league are: 


(1) To perpetuate baseball as the national 
game of the United States and to surround it with 
such safeguards as to warrant absolute confidence 
in its integrity and methods. 


(2) To protect and promote the mutual 
interest of professional baseball clubs and of 
professional players. 


(3) To establish and regulate the baseball 
championship of the Northern League. 


MEMBERSHIP AND CLASSIFICATION 


ARTICLE 3. (1) This league shall consist of 
eight clubs, which at present are located in the 
following cities: Aberdeen, Duluth-Superior, Eau 
Claire, Fargo-Moorhead, Grand Forks, St. Cloud, 
Wausau, and Winnipeg. 


(2) This league shall be Class C as defined 
by the rules of the National Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Leagues of which it is a member. 


(4) The salary limit shall be not more than 
thirty-four hundred dollars ($3400.00) per month 
exclusive of the manager (whether or not he be a 
playing manager) for any one club during the reg- 
ular playing season excepting the first thirty (30) 
and the last twenty (20) days of the schedule 
during which time an increase in proportion to 
the number of players on the club will be allowed. 
This rule shall have same player and salary limita- 
tions as National Association maximum for class C. 
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(4) All of the provisions of this article are 
subject to change by a vote of the league directors 
before the start of any succeeding season. 


WITHDRAWAL FROM MEMBERSHIP 


ARTICLE 4. Any club member of this League, 
finding itself unable to meet the obligations it 
has assumed, shall have the right to ask the League 
for permission to dispose of its rights and franchise 
as a member of this League to some other city or 
organization. In the event of this League giving 
its consent to the acceptance of such city or organ- 
ization to membership, such club member shall be 
admitted to membership, providing said club shall 
assume, together with the rights and franchise of 
said retiring club, all the liabilities, responsibilities 
and obligations entered into by said retiring club 
as a member of this League. Provided, however, 
and it must be so understood by the retiring club 
and the new member, that the retiring club shall 
not be relieved or released from any contracts, 
responsibilities and obligations entered into by it 
to this League, until all of said contracts, responsi- 
bilities, and obligations have been fully paid and 
determined by the club accepting its membership, 
rights, franchises, etc. 


ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP 


ARTICLE 5. An application for membership 
must show that the club bears the name of the 
city in which it is located, and that it is regularly 
organized and officered. Such application shall be 
made to the president of the League, who shall 
report upon said application immediately after 
investigation, and said report to be commun- 
icated to the directors through the president. 


ARTICLE 6. The voting upon an application 
for membership shall be by ballot, a three-fourths 
vote being required for election. Every club shall, 
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immediately after election, forward to the Presi- 
dent who shall forward to the Presideat of the 
National Association $50.00 for protection in 
Class “C.” 


ARTICLE 7. Im case a vacancy occurs in the 
membership of this organization during the 
championship season, the president is empowered 
to fill such vacancy, using his judgment as to the 
life of the franchise, but such clubs shall be subject 
to all the rules and requirements of this organi- 
zation. 


TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP 


ARTICLE 8. The membership of any club may 
be terminated: 


(1) By the resignation duly accepted by a 
three-fourths vote of all the clubs in meeting duly 
convened as provided in Article 4. 


(2) Failure to present its nine at the time and 
place agreed upon to play any championship game, 
unless caused by unavoidable accident in traveling. 


(3) Allowing open betting or pool selling 
upon its grounds, or in any building owned or 
occupied by it. 


(4) Playing any game of ball with a club that 
is disqualified or ineligible under chis constitution. 


(5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempt- 
ing to lose any game of ball, or failing to im- 
mediately expel any player who shall be proven 

guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempt- 
ing to lose any game of ball; or of being interested 
in any pool or wager thereon. 


(6) Disbandment of its organization or team 
during the championship season. 


(7) Failing or refusing to fulfill its contract- 
ual obligations, or payment of League dues when 
such have become due 
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(8) Failing or refusing to comply with any 
lawful requirements of the League president or 
Board of Directors. 


(9) Wilfully violating any provision of this 
constitution, or legislation or playing rules made 
in pursuance thereof. 


(10) Failure to comply with the rules and 
regulations of the National Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Leagues. 


(11) For business reasons on a majority vote. 


(12) Any club whose owner, or officer of said 
club carries a dispute into court forfeits its fran- 
chise and membership automatically by the act. 


EXPULSION OF CLUBS 


ARTICLE 9. (1) To carry into effect the 
provisions of Article 8 of this Constitution, the 
facts in any case covered by such section must be 
reported to the president of the League, who shall 
at once notify by mail or telegraph the party 
charged with the specified default or offense, in- 
quiring whether any dispute exists as to the facts 
alleged. In case the facts are disputed, the Board 
shall, after due notice, try the case under such 
regulations as they prescribe, and their findings 
shall be final and conclusive on all parties except 
in case of expulsion, when such findings shall be 
submitted to each club, which shall thereupon 
deliver to the secretary written ballots “For Expul- 
sion” or “Against Expulsion,” and if all the clubs 
vote “For Expulsion” the president shall notify all 
clubs of the forfeiture of membership of the 
party charged. 


(2) The membership of any club may be 
terminated by a three-fourths vote of the other 
seven clubs for its failure or refusal to fulfill its 
contractual obligations, or payment of League dues 
when such have become due. 
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(3) The refusal of any club to pay arrears of 
salary to a player when required by this League or 
the National Association shall be cause for expul- 
sion of said club. 


(4) If a club of this League shall be adjudi- 
cated bankrupt or insolvent by a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction in any bankruptcy or other 
action, suit or proceedings at law, or in equity, 
its membership in this League and all rights 
incident thereto shall terminate “ipso facto.” 


IMPOSING FINES 


ARTICLE 10. Upon the convictioi of any of 
the offenses prescribed in Article 8, as causes for 
expulsion, the Board of Directors may, in the first 
instance, as a preliminary to, or in lieu of expul- 
sion, impose such a fine as in their judgment is 
comensurate with the injury; which fine may in- 
clude a penalty payable to any other club or clubs 
as an equivalent for damages sustained for such 
violation of this Constitution or of the legislation 
or in contracts made in pursuance thereof. 


DUES AND ASSESSMENTS 


ARTICLE 11. (1) Gwarantee; Each club shall 
deposit, through the League Treasurer on or before 
a specific date set by the League President with the 
Treasurer of the National Association, a cash sum 
equal to one-half the monthly player salary limit 
per club, Bank Certificate of Deposi made payable 
to the President of the National Association, or 
other similar, and equally as liquid, guarantee satis- 
factory to the President of the National Associa- 
tion as a forfeit to guarantee the fulfillment of all 
obligations of this association. 


(2) League Share: Each home club shall pay 
immediately after each series to the League treas- 
ury for the general and play-off fund the sum of 
7 cents on each paid admission, regardless of the 
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amount charged for the admission. 


(3) Transferring of Player Contracts: Three 
percent (3°C) of all moneys received through 
the National Association Treasurer's office for the 
transfer of Player Contracts shall be payable into 
the League Treasury for the purpose of defraying 
League office expenses. 


The president or secretary of the Northern 
League is authorized to receive checks from the 
National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues, payable to any club of the League, and to 
endorse and cash said checks, make authorized 
deductions payable to the League treasury and 
remit balance of said checks to the proper club. 
Said League officers are to make strict accounting 
of all proceeds of such checks received in his 
office from the office of said National Association. 


(4) Vusiting Club's Share: In addition to the 
amount provided to be paid to the League treas- 
ury for the general fund in Section 2 of this 
Arucle; the home Club shall transmit to the 
League Treasurer after each series, to be deposited 
in a separate fund, the sum of 8 cents on each 
paid admission. On the 28th day of each month, 
the total amount in said fund less five hundred 
dollars shall be equally divided by the number of 
teams in the League, and said amount forwarded 
to each Club, provided however that any Club 
which is delinquent in payment to the League 
treasury under this Article, shall not be entitled 
to share in satd division until it has made all 
payments. Within five days after the close of the 
season, the whole fund shall be equally distributed 
to each Club, except to any Club which might be 
delinquent in its payments to said fund. For the 
purpose of computation and verification of ad- 
missions, each Club shall maintain turnstiles. The 
Opening game of the season in each City shall be 
excluded from the provisions of this section. 
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(6) Fines and Penalties: All fines and penal- 
ties imposed by the President, Secretary-Treasurer, 
or Board of Directors upon a Club, any Club Of- 
ficer. Umpire, Scorer, Manager, Player or any other 
employee when so levied and imposed by virtue 
of, and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution and the Playing Rules of this League, 
shall be paid into the League treasury upon notice 
of the President, Board of Directors, or Umpire 
when given proper authority; such authority will 
be given the Umpire in writing and must be read 
to the party or parties being penalized with the 
understanding that there shall be no refunding of 
any fine paid. 


(7) Passes; Each club will be given annually 
by the League thirty-five Press Passes for distribu- 
tion to Editors or Reporters of the Press at its own 
discretion. All Passes issued other than Press 
Passes shall be admitted upon the payment of 
twenty-five cents (25c) of which four and one- 
half cents (41c) shall be paid into the League 
treasury and seven cents (7c) shall be paid to 
the visiting club. 

(8) Each Club shall be granted permission 
to have four Booster games each year without pay- 
ment to the pool fund but payment to the League 
fund. A three days notice to visiting clubs of the 
Booster game is required unless said game has 
been publicized as such at least three days in ad- 
vance of the game. A rained out or postponed 
Booster game will be treated as any other game 


and may be played as desired by the home club. 


(9) Each home Club be allowed to have two 
ladies nights per season with each other Club, 
and that a three day notice be given to the visiting 
Club of such days, with no ladies nights on Sunday, 


Holidays, opening days or the first night of 
home stand. 
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(10) The playoff fund be set at $1500.00. 


OFFICERS 


ARTICLE 12. (1) The officers shall consist of 
a President, Vice President, and Secretary-Treas- 
urer to be elected for one or more years at the 
discretion of the Directors of the League and be 
paid a salary set by the Directors. The office of 
the Vice President be rotated each year. 


(2) The President shall have the authority 
usually vested in the executive officer of any or- 
ganization and shall perform the duties of such 
and be responsible as such. He shall be ex-officio 
chairman of all committees. He shall preside at all 
meetings of the League, except at the election of 
officers in which case the Chairman shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, but said President shall 
have a vote only in case of a tie or to constitute 
a quorum when presiding over a meeting. He 
shall have general supervision of the affairs of the 
League and shall do and perform all things which 
shall become necessary to protect the League and 
to secure a strict compliance with the letter and 
spirit of this agreement by all parties who may 
be or become connected with it. An appeal from 
any of his actions or rulings shall lie to the League 
Directors, except in the assignment or appoint- 
ment of umpires, rulings on the conduct of players, 
their discipline and all regulations looking to pre- 
serving the order and dignity of the League. The 
President shall keep a record of all infractions of 
the Rules and Regulations of the League that may 
come under his notice and shall make a report on 
the same to the Board at its next meeting. The 
President shall be reimbursed for all expenses 
incurred by him in the services of the League; and 
at the expiration of his term of office he shall 
account for and deliver up to the Board all the 
property and papers which may have come into 
his hands by virtue of his office. Should the office 
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of the President become vacant by death or resig- 
nation the Vice President should immediately 
assume the office of President and within thirty 
days from date of assuming office shall call a 
meeting of the Board of Directors for the election 
of President. 


(3) The Secretary-Treasurer shall submit to 
all members of the League, statements of the true 
financial condition of the League. The fiscal year 
of the League shall be November Ist to October 
31st. The President, Secretary-Treasurer shall 
furnish bond in the sum of $10,000.00, the premi- 
um to be paid by the League. The President or 
Secretary-Treasurer of the League is authorized to 
receive checks from the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues, payable to any clubs 
of the League, and to cash said checks, and make 
authorized deductions payable to the League treas- 
ury and remit balance to the proper clubs. Said 
League Officers are to make strict accounting of 
all proceeds of such checks received in his office 
from the office of said National Association. 

(4) The President and Secretary-Treasurer 
shall be the custodians of all funds of the League, 
receive all dues, fees and assessments, make such 
payments as shall be ordered by the Board, or by 
vote of the League, and render annually a report 
of the accounts. The President and Secretary- 
Treasurer shall have the custody and care of the 
official records and papers of the League; shall 
keep a true record of all meetings of the League 
and Board; shall issue all official notices and at- 
tend to the necessary correspondence; shall pre- 
pare and furnish such reports as may be called for 
by the Board and shall be entitled to such books, 
stationery, blanks, and materials as the actual 
duties of the office may require. 

(5) The Board of Directors shall consist of 
the President of the League and one member from 
each club, said member to be designated by the 
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President of the club to the League President. No 
persons shall be qualified to act as Director who 
is not an actual member of the club he represents, 
nor shall any club, under any circumstances, be 
represented by more than one person on the 
Board. The President of the League and Board 
shall have the general supervision and manage- 
ment of all affairs and business of the League and 
shall be individually answerable to the League for 
the faithful discharge of their trust. In case of 
vacancy in the Board by reason of the death, 
resignation, absence or disqualification of any 
Director, the club of which he was a member at 
the time he was chosen shall designate his succes- 
sor, and at once notify the President. But if such a 
vacancy is caused by the withdrawal, disbanding 
or disqualification of a club represented on the 
Board, the Board of Directors shall appoint his 
successor. 


LAWS GOVERNING EMPLOYEES 

Individual Club Control 
ARTICLE 13. Each club belonging to the 
League shall have the right to regulate its own 
affairs, to establish its own rules, and to discipline, 
punish, suspend or expel its own manager, players, 
or other employees, and these powers shall not be 
limited to cases of dishonest play or open insub- 
ordination, but shall include all questions of 
carelessness, indifference or other conduct of the 
player which may be regarded by the club as 
prejudiced tO its interests, not in conflict with any 
provision of this Constitution, the playing rules of 
this League, or any of the conditions imposed in 
the National Agreement of the National Associa- 

tion of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


ARTICLE 14. Every club of this League shall 
have exclusive control of the city in which it is 
located, and of the territory surrounding such city 
to the extent of ten miles in every direction from 
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its corporate limits, and no visiting League club 
shall under any circumstances, except with the 
consent of the local club, be allowed to play any 
club in such territory other than the League club 
located therein; nor shall a visiting League club 
play any game with non-League clubs within ten 
miles of the city in which the League club is 
located, without the consent of the local League 
club. 


RESERVATION AND SALE OF PLAYERS 


ARTICLE 15. (1) Each club member of this 
League shall be entitled to the right of reservation 
as provided for by the Rules and Regulations of 
the National Agreement of the National Associa- 
tion of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


(2) The sale or release of a player to a Minor 
League club or a Major League club after Octo 
ber 16th until December 2 annually is prohibited 


(3) No club shall have more than twenty 
players under contract at any time, which number 
must be reduced to sixteen players (non-playing 
managers not included) within thirty days after 
the scheduled opening of the season and until 12 
o'clock noon (Standard Time) August 15th; any 
club having more than 16 eligible players during 
this period shall be fined 200 dollars per day, for 
each day the club offends. Any games that may be 
won when a club is in excess of the player limit 
shall not be counted, but all defeats sustained in 
such period shall stand. The limit of 16 players 
shall not include suspended and disabled players. 
In the event that a club takes a player off the 
active list for any reason whatsoever, that player 
must be out for a period of ten days and when 
such player is taken off the active list the League 
President must be so notified. Such suspended 
player's salary is not to be included in the salary 
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(4) Each Club shall carry on their roster not 
less than 2 rookies and more than 3 veterans. 


(5) The sale or exchange of the services of 
players with other clubs in the League after 
August 15 is prohibited; nor shall a club sign a 
player unconditionally released by another club 
in this League during the last fifteen days of the 
season, except by permission of the President of 
the League. 


MAKING CONTRACTS 


ARTICLE 16. (1) All contracts must be ap- 
proved by the President or Secretary, and duly 
promulgated by him; provided that no club shall 
at any time enter into negotiations or contract 
with any player under contract, agreement or 
reservation with or by any other club, without the 
latter's consent. 


(2) No players shall participate in any game 
without signing a contract. The penalty for 
violation of this rule shall be the throwing out of 
the records of any game won by any club while 
playing a player who has not signed a contract. 
Any game or games lost, however, must stand in 
the records. 


(3) No player shall receive any bonus or 
extra compensation of any kind or character, and 
shall receive no part of any draft or purchase price 
paid for assignment of his contract. Art. 16 sec- 
tion 3 be amended to include Section 18.04 (B) 
of the National Association Agreement. 


(4) Non-reserve contracts shall not be en- 
tered into without the consent of the National As- 
sociation. The first notice of terms accepted in the 
Secretary's office shall have precedence. Notice of 
terms accepted must be filed with the Secretary of 
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the National Association within ten days; the first 
notice followed by proofs shall have precedence. 


(S) The League may from time to time adopt 
such rules and regulations governing the salary 
limit as it deems advisable. The maximum 
monthly salary limit per club, however shall not be 
more than $3,400.00, manager's aoe excluded. 

(See National Association Rule 18.04 


(6) The President of the National Associa- 
tion is empowered to demand the books or corres- 
pondence, files, telegrams, etc., of any club of the 
League at any time for inspection. 


(7) No Club in this League shall be allowed 
to play any Benefit games during the regular 
championship season. 


(8) No Club in the League shall be allowed 
to pay players meal money in excess of the amount 
agreed by the League $3.00 per day. 


EXPULSION OF PLAYERS 


ARTICLE 17. Whenever a club releases a 
manager or player, in accordance with the terms 
of his contract, and whenever it suspends or de- 
clares ineligible a manager or player that club shall 
at once notify the President of the National 
Association, stating the cause of release, the date 
when the same takes effect; and in case of suspen- 
sion or ineligibility, the cause thereof. 





ARTICLE 18. No club shall enter into con- 
tract with any player while under arrears of 
salary to him, or suspend or otherwise attempt to 
disqualify a player for refusing to contract while 
it is so in arrears of salary to him. 


ARTICLE 19. (1) The refusal of any club 
to pay arrears of salary to a player when required 
by this League or by the National Association shall 
be cause for expulsion of said club. 
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(2) Clubs in this League are strictly prohibit- 
ed from advancing any money to players on ac- 
count of salary, except for the purpose of trans- 
portation and training. 


(3) Each club of the League must submit on 
the opening day of the playing season a complete 
list of their non-classmen or rookie players. All 
future contracts, transfer assignments and releases 
must be sent immediately to the President of the 
League, and in case of a new player being signed 
his contract must reach the office of the President 
within 24 hours of his initial game. 


(4) Each club is compelled to present to the 
President of the League the first of each month a 
list of salaries paid its players for the previous 
month, the same to be sworn to by the President or 
Secretary of the club. 


NEGOTIATING FOR SERVICES 


ARTICLE 20. No player, without the consent 
of the club with which he is under contract or 
reservation, shall enter into negotiations with any 
other club for future services, but if such consent 
be obtained, a player may negotiate for his release, 
and offer a money consideration thereof, which 
may be accepted by said releasing club. 


ARTICLE 21. In the event of the disbandment 
of a League club or its withdrawal from or loss 
of League membership said players shall be subject 
to transfer to such club or city as the League may 
designate, after acceptance of their said services. 


ON SUSPENSION OF PLAYERS 


ARTICLE 22. No games of baseball shall be 
played between a League club and any other club 
that has been expelled from membership in this 
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League. No game of ball shall be played between 
a League club and any other club employing or 
presenting in its nine a player under suspension 
from the League or the National Association or a 
club member thereof, or suspended or rendered 
ineligible by a club playing under the protection of 
the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues. A violation of this section shall forfeit 
the game in favor of the non-offending club, and 
subject it to such fine as the Board of Directors 
may impose. 


“CROOKEDNESS” AND ITS PENALTIES 


ARTICLE 23. Any person who shall be prov- 
en guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring or 
attempting to cause any game of ball to result 
otherwise than on its merits under the playing 
rules, or who, while acting as umpire, shall violate 
any provision of the Constitution or of the playing 
rules adopted hereunder, may be forever disqual- 
ified by the President of the League from acting as 
umpire, manager, player or in any other capacity in 


any game of ball participated in by a League club. 


THE UMPIRE AND HIS DUTIES 
THE STAFF UMPIRE 


ARTICLE 24. The staff of League umpires 
shall be selected by the President before the open- 
ing of the regular seasons. 


(1) They shall be paid such salaries and al- 
lowed such expenses as may be mutually agreed 
upon by contract between them and the President 
of the League. 


(2) They shall be under the sole control and 
directions of the President, from whom they will 
receive all assignments to duty and all instructions 
regarding the interpretation of the playing rules; 
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and the President shall prescribe a proper uniform 
for them, all parts of which shall be worn while 
officiating as umpire. 


(3) It shall be the duty of each League club to 
accept as umpire for any championship game such 
League umpire or substitute as the President shall 
assign to such game and only in the event of failure 
to appear at the hour appointed for the beginning 
of the game shall each club captain select one of 
three players (or some mutually agreeable person) 
of the opposing club, and the two players thus 
selected shall be the duly authorized umpires for 
the game. 


(4) Any League umpire shall be subject to 
removal by the President at any time, or by a 
three-fourths vote of the club members, and in the 
event of the resignation, removal or expulsion of 
any League umpire the President shall have the 
power to fill the vacancy. 


(S) Any club refusing to accept umpire assign- 
ed by the President shall be subject to a fine of 
$100.00, said fine must be paid within ten days 
after such refusal under penalty of forfeiture of 
franchise. 

(6) The President is authorized to call any two 
Directors of the League who, together with himself 
shall constitute a committee with full authority to 
act in considering any complaint in regard to 
umpire’s actions or dismissal. 

(7) Any umpire appearing upon the field in an 


unfit condition shall be subjected to a fine by the 
President of the League. 


SCORERS 


ARTICLE 25. An official scorer shall be selected 
for each club by said club with the consent of 
the President of the League. They shall be paid 
such salaries as mutually agreed upon between 
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them and the President of the club in its respective 
city. All scorers shall be within the jurisdiction 
ot the President of the League. 


SETTLEMENTS OF DISPUTES 
THE GOVERNING TRIBUNAL 


ARTICLE 26. The Board of Directors or the 
League President shall be the sole tribunal to de- 
termine disputes between clubs, the facts to be 
submitted, and the dispute adjudicated under such 
regulations as the Board shall prescribe in each 
case. The findings of the Board shall be final; 
provided an appeal to the National Executive 
Committee may be made by either party to the 
dispute. 


ADJUDICATING COMPLAINTS BY CLUBS 


ARTICLE 27. (1) The Board shall at once 
consider any complaints preferred by a club against 
a manager or player of another club (prior to the 
expiration of the championship season) for con- 
duct in violation of any provision of this Consti- 
tution, the National Agreement, or the playing 
rules thereunder, or prejudicial to the good repute 
of the game of baseball, and shall have the power 
to require the club to which such player or mana- 
ger may belong to discipline him, and upon repe- 
tition of such offense, to expel him; provided, that 
such complaint be referred to in writing, giving 
such particulars as may enable the Board to ascer- 
tain all the facts, and be transmitted to the Secre- 


tary, by whom it shall at once be referred to the 
Board. 


(2) No action, complaint, or claim of any 
club manager or player against any club manager 
or player, arising out of this Constitution, the play- 
ing rules and other legislation made in pursuance 
thereof, shall be considered by the Board of 
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Directors, unless notice thereof in writing shall 
have ben filed with the Secretary within ten days 
from the date when said claim first arose. Pro- 
vided, however, that the scope of the above 
provisions shall extend to the internal affairs of the 
League only, and nothing herein contained shall be 
deemed to alter or abridge the rights or liabilities 
of the several clubs, their managers and players by 
or under the terms of the Major-Minor League 
agreement or under the rules of the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


ADJUDICATING COMPLAINTS BY PLAYERS 


ARTICLE 28. A manager or player who has 
a claim against a club shall first file his claim 
against the club with the President of the League. 
The President shall, within five days, rule on such 
claims and notify the claimant of the decision. 
Either party may appeal from the ruling to the 
President of the National Association, whose 
decision is final and forever binding on all parties. 


THE COURT OF APPEAL 


ARTICLE 29. (1) The Board shall also be 
the sole tribunal for the hearing of an appeal made 
by any person who shall have been expelled, sus- 
pended or disciplined by the club. The matter 
shall be proceeded within the following manner: 
Such person shall, within thirty days after date of 
expulsion, suspension or discipline file with the 
Secretary a written statement of his defense, ac- 
companied by a request that an appeal be allowed 
him. The Secretary shall notify the club of the 
request for an appeal accompanying such notice 
with a copy of the appeal, and at the next annual 
meeting of the club by its duly authorized repre- 
sentatives and the appellant in person, by attorney, 
or by written statement, shall appear before the 
Board with their testimony. The Board shall 
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impartially hear the matter and render their deci- 
sion Which shall be final and forever binding on 
both club and player. 


(2) No director shall sit in trial of a case in 
which his club is interested. 


(3) Any expense of trials or arbitration shall 
be borne by the party adjudged to be at fault. 


(4) If after investigation, the Board shall be 
convinced that any member or representative of 
any club has been guilty of divulging any con- 
fidential official business of this League and said 
act in the judgment of the League be determined 
to the best interests of this League, said club shall 
be liable to a fine of not more than $200.00. 


ARTICLE 30. This League shall adopt such 
playing rules as the National Association of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Leagues may see fit to adopt. 


BROADCASTING RIGHTS 


ARTICLE 31. (1) The home club shall have 
complete control of broadcasting and televising 
of any games from their park. 


(2) The broadcasting or play by play wire 
transmission of any championship or play-off 
game shall be allowed only on concent of the home 
club and revenue from this source shall be for the 
home club. 


CHAMPIONSHIP RULES 
COMPETING CLUBS 


ARTICLE 32. The championship of the Nor- 
thern League shall be contested for yearly by the 
clubs composing the League. 


DURATION OF THE SEASON 


ARTICLE 33. The championship season shall 
extend from such date in April or May to such 
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date in August or September as the League may 
determine. 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 


ARTICLE 34. Every scheduled game played 
between two clubs from the commencement of 
the Championship season to the completion of 
the championship series between such clubs, shall 
be a game for the championship. 


SPECIAL CHAMPIONSHIP RULES 


ARTICLE 35. Each club shall have half of the 
championship series of games with every other 
club played on its grounds, except as otherwise 
provided in Article 36. 


CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE 


ARTICLE 36. (1) All championship games 
shall be arranged in a written schedule prepared 
by a committee or the Secretary and reported to 
and adopted by the League by a majority vote 
before the beginning of the championship season. 
The schedule shall specify the date of each game 
and the date of each series of games. 


(2) No club shall play more than one League 
club on any one date. 


(3) No club shall play more than two games on 
any one date. 


(4) Any club playing double headers at night 
shall be required to start the first game not later 
than 7 o'clock P. M., and no new inning shall be 
commenced after eleven forty-five P. M. 


(5) Both ends of a doubleheader can be 7- 
inning games; provided, however, that the home 
club shall notify the visiting club and the um- 
pires prior to the commencement of the first 
game. 


(6) Any baseball used in any regulation game 
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other than the official ball adopted by our League 
shall subject the home club to a fine of $50.00 for 
each offense and forfeiture of the game. 


(7) The decision as to whether a regular 
scheduled game of the championship season shall 
be played in the afternoon or at night rests entirely 
with the home club, except as otherwise provided 
in Article 36, Section 11. However, should a club 
elect a change from day to night, or vice versa, 
such club is required to so notify the visiting club 
at least twenty-four hours prior to game time. 


(8) During the execution of a play should the 
lights go out before the play is completed, the 
umpire is to be the sole judge as to where the play 
is to be resumed. 


(9) The same rules will govern the lights going 
Out in a night game as apply to rained out games. 


(10) Any protest of a game shall be filed with 
the League President, by the protesting club and 
the umpires within 36 hours after the game has 
been played upon which the protest is made. 
There shall be no appeal from the decision of the 
League President. No protest shall be entertained 
by the President on a question of playing rules 
unless it is made by the manager of the offended 

club at the time the play occurs, this giving the 
umpire an opportunity to reverse a decision in 
error without affecting the game. 


(11) In the event of the visiting club being 
unable to play off a postponed or tie game or 
games on its last trip abroad, the said game or 
games may be played off on the grounds of the 
visiting contending club at the election of either 
club, except that regularly scheduled games cannot 
be transferred from one city to another the last two 
weeks of a season. 
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(12) The home club shall furnish three copies 
of the ground rules on one side of a card and on 
the other a place to write the complete list of 
active ball players arranged as they will bat with 
extras at the bottom. (One copy each to umpire, 
visiting club and official scorer). 


(14) No Manager shall delay a game to 
confer with the pitcher directly or indirectly, more 
than once tn an inning. Violation of this rule re- 
quires the removal of the pitcher or manager from 
the game 


FORFEITED GAMES 


ARTICLE 37. A club shall be entitled to for- 
teited games—-to count in its series as games won 
by a score of nine runs to none—in cases where 
the umpire in any championship game shall award 
the game to such club on account of the violation 
by the contesting club of any section of this Con- 
stitution or of any playing rule; and in the event 
of said forfeiting being caused by the withdrawal 
of the players during the progress of the game or 
refusing to continue or begin play after play has 
been called by the umpire or by failure to report 
with its team at the time fixed for the game, unless 
notice has been received by the home club that the 
game cannot be played; or any club that allows its 
team to leave the playing field under any circum- 
stances or to refuse to play on time, when directed 
to play by the umpire; the acting captain of any 
club improperly leaving the field or refusing to 
play when ordered by the umpire may be fined not 
more than $200.00 by the President of the League, 
and such club may be fined not more than $250.00 
additional, which shall be payable to the Treasurer 
of the League within ten days after notice thereof. 


(2) Should a regular scheduled or postponed 
game be forfeited before seven innings have been 
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played, rain checks for that game will be honored 
at any future home game during the current sea- 
son, and the team which caused the game to be 
forfeited shall be fined $400.00 which fine is to go 
to the other team. 


(3) If any club forfeits a game in the play-off 
series before 7 innings have been played all admis- 
sions will be refunded and the opposing Club paid 
$1000.00 and the League $200.00, by the offending 
club. Should any Club forfeit or refuse to play its 
required quota of Play-off games it will be re- 
quired to pay $1000.00 to the opposing club and 
$200.00 to the League for each required game not 
played. These penalties will be assessed and paid 
by the President from any funds in the League 
Treasury or passing through his office that are 
to the credit of the offending club. 


ON DRAWN GAMES 


ARTICLE 38. Drawn, tied and postponed games 
shall not count in the series as games (but any 
games of not less than five innings shall be in- 
cluded in the averages), but may be played off, 
if possible, as provided in Article 36, Sec. 11. 


THE PENNANT 


ARTICLE 39. The emblem of the champion- 
ship shall be a pennant. It shall be inscribed with 
the motto: “NORTHERN LEAGUE CHAM- 
PIONS,” with the name of the club and the year 
in which the title was won, and the championship 
club shall be entitled to fly the pennant until the 
close of the ensuing year. 

(See Article 42) 


DECIDING THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


ARTICLE 40. (1) The championship shall be 
decided in the following manner: after every 
home series played for the championship the home 
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club shall prepare and forward to the Secretary of 
the League a statement containing the full score 
of the game or games according to the system 
specified in the playing rules,—the date, the place 
where played, the names of the clubs and umpires; 
provided that no tie or drawn game shall be con- 
sidered a game for any purposes except the aver- 
ages; and provided, further, that in case where 
the Secretary shall not receive the score of a cham- 
pionship game within five days after the playing 
of such game, the club whose duty it is to forward 
such score shall pay to the League the sum of $3.00 
as penalty of such default. At the close of each 
half of the season the Secretary shall prepare a 
tabular statement of the games won and lost by 
each club, according to the statements sent to 
him, which statements shall be the sole evidence 
in the matter, and submit the same, with the 
statements as sent him to the League. 


(2) Any game that is halted before five in- 
nings have been completed by curfew or Sunday 
Law, be played to its completion at a future date. 


ALL STAR GAME 


ARTICLE 41. (1) During each season there 
shall be played an All-Star game on the grounds 
of the club which shall be leading the league 
official standings on the morning of the day set by 
the League. 


(2) The players on the all star team shall be 
chosen by allowing four votes to each club. These 
ballots may be cast by allowing one vote each to 
the newspaper, the radio, the team manager, and 
the umpires. The votes are to be in the hands of 
the secretary of the Northern League Baseball 
Writers Association not later than July Ist. Re- 
sults will be announced by the writers association 
under whose sponsorship this game is played. The 
all star team shall not be over the League player 
limit. 
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(3) Players chosen on the all star team who are 
members of the then first place club shall play with 
their home club in the all star game and their 
places shall be filled by the player who receives 
the next higher number of votes. 


(4) The date for the all star game shall be pro- 
vided for at the time the schedule is drafted. 


(S) The gate receipts of the game are to be 
divided as follows: after the admissions tax has 
been deducted the first twenty-five ($25) dollars 
to the home club, then five (5%) per cent to the 
writers association; the remainder shall then be 
divided equally between the home club and the 
league general fund. 


(6) The responsibility and expense of the all 
star players getting to the game and returning to 
their own clubs for the resumption of the cham 
pionship schedule shall be paid by their club 


(7) The league shall purchase and give to the 
all star players and also to their substitutes who 
play in the game a suitable token of their having 
been so chosen. 

(8) Umpires for the all star game shall be 
selected by the League President and all playing 
rules and other regulations shall be the same as a 
championship game. 


(9) Any player who is selected on the All- 
star team and does not appear to play shall be 
fined $100.00, unless he has a good excuse. 

(10) There shall be no free admissions to 
the All-star game except working press and radio 
and these to be limited to a maximum of two from 


each Club. 
WINNING THE PENNANT 


ARTICLE 42. (1) The team that is in first 
place after the games of July Sth, play the team 
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that is in first place at the end of the season. This 


scrics 1S CO be the best three out of five Lames. 

Py The team that wins the first half shall 
be the host team for the All-star game. 

(3) The first half winner shall have che 
choice of where the first two games for the serics 
is to be played. The balance of the games are to 
be played in the other teams park 

{ In case of a tie in the first half. the 
first team to break the tie in the same number of 


vames shall be the winner 


{ 


4 in case of a tre in the last half of the 
season, one game shall be played to decide the 
winner with the flip of the coin to decide the 
field the games are to be played on 

(QO) The League will receive fifteen per 
cent of the gate receipts with the balance being 
divided between the two clubs. 

(7) The play-off winner shall be declared 
seasons champion and will receive $1000.00 and 
the loser shall recerve $500.00. 

(8) There will be no play-off if the same 
team wins both halves and they will receive the 
seasons pennant and $1500.00 . 


(9) Contracts of eligible players who are on 
the roster of the clubs competing in the series 
shall be extended from the closing day of the 
scheduled season to and including the last day said 
player's club is competing in any series game and 
shall be effective as to salary rate, terms and 
regulations. Players and salary limit to be the same 
as during Northern League scheduled regular 
season. No player can play in the Play-off games 
unless he has been with the Club twenty days prior 
tu the end of the regular season. No Club shall be 
allowed to substitute players in the play-off. 


(10) Series games are to be considered an 
extension of the schedule for the teams competing 
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in the series and all the provisions of the Consti- 
tution, By-Laws and rules and regulations of the 
Northern League, including umpires, baseballs, 
and League Presidents decisions and home club 
privileges apply thereof, excepting the division of 
the gate receipts and rules regarding free admis- 
sion. (These provisions being specifically provid- 
ed for in Article 41, Section 12. 


ADMISSIONS, DIVISIONS AND REPORTS 


ARTICLE 43. (1) See Article 11, Sections 
4 5 and 7. 


(2) Each club shall be permitted to hold two 
“Ladies’ Days” and two “Children’s Days” each 
week except on “Opening Day,” Saturdays, Sun- 
days, Holidays, or on the night of first night game 
in a City. 

(3) When games are played both in the after- 
noon and evening, or when there are two separate 
ticket sales, the visiting club shall be entitled to 
the regular division of the receipts or guarantee for 
each ticket sale. 


(4) After each game a statement of receipts 
and attendance on such form as may be provided 
by the League Treasurer shall be signed by proper 
authorities for each club, one copy of which is to 
be retained by each club. At the end of each series 
the home club shall forward to the League Trea- 
surer copies No. | of statements herein mentioned 
for the games of that series, with check for League 
dues. 


(5) The representative of the visiting club 
shall at all times have the right at all gates to over- 
see the collection of tickets and the disposition 
thereof, and shall have the right to count all tickets 
at the expiration of the game. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


ARTICLE 44. The annual meeting of the 
Northern League shall be held at the call of the 
President and the schedule meeting date to be 
decided and committee be appointed at each 
annual meeting. 


CLUB REPRESENTATION 


ARTICLE 45. At such meeting each club shall 
be represented and shall be entitled to have in 
addition thereto any of its officers or ex-officers 
present at such meeting, but no club shall be 
permitted to have as its representative any person 
under contract or engagement as a player or 
manager unless he is a stockholder in the club or 
Secretary of their club, showing their authority to 
act, but no club shall have more than one vote. 

THE LEAGUE SESSION 


ARTICLE 46. This League upon a majority 
vote of its members, may elect to go into executive 
session for the transaction of its business, and 
during such sessions no club shall be entitled to 
more than one representative. 


ARTICLE 47. (1) The Constitution of this 
League may be altered or amended by a three- 
fourths vote of the League at any meeting, or 
unanimous vote at any time. 

(2) Any change to the League constitution 
must be submitted ten days in advance of the 
meeting. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS 


ARTICLE 48. (1) Special meetings may be 
called by the President of the League of his own 
option or on the written call of four clubs. 


(2) Place of meeting shall be decided by 
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majority votes at a regular meeting, or by League 
President. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


ARTICLE 49. A representative of the majority 
of the clubs shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business, but a less number may adjourn 
from time to time until quorum is obtained. 


BUSINESS SESSION 


ARTICLE 50. The following shall be the order 
of business, unless suspended by a three-fourths 
vote of the club members. 


(1) Reading of minutes of last meeting. 
(2) Report of officers. 

(3) Report of Board of Directors. 

(4) Report of Committee. 

(5S) Amendment of Constitution. 

(6) Election of new members. 

(7) Election of officers. 

(8) Miscellaneous business. 


(9) Adjournment. 
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BYLAWS OF NORTHWEST LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS 


Whereas Articles of Incorporation of Northwest League of Professional Base- 
ball Clubs, a nonprofit corporation, of the State of Washington, have heretofore 
been proposed, executed and acknowledged, and also have heretofore been filed, 
as required by law ; and 

Whereas the undersigned, being all the incorporators and all the members of 
said corporation, have assembled together in a meeting and after due deliberation 
have adopted, by unanimous vote, corporate Bylaws 

Now, therefore, such Bylaws, being written, recorded and subscribed within 
this book, pursuant to statutory requirement, are as follows: 


I 


That the initial trustees of the corporation named in its Articles of Incorpora- 
tion shall immediately following the adoption of these Bylaws, and pursuant 
thereto, perfect the organization, and elect officers to serve until the first annual 
meeting of members, or until their successors are elected and qualified. That 
the provisions of these Bylaws shall apply to such initial officers. 


II 


That this corporation shall exist, and function, without profit. 


Itt 


That this corporation shall have no capital stock, and shares therein shall 
not be issued. 
IV 


That this corporation shall be composed solely of members being individuals, 
copartnership or corporations, directly or indirectly engaged in the business of 
operating a professional Baseball Club in a city which may be granted a franchise 
in the Northwest League Professional Baseball Clubs. 


V 


That the interest of each incorporator or member shall be equal to that of any 
other, and no incorporator or member can acquire any interest which will entitle 
said incorporator or member to any greater voice, vote, authority or interest in 
the corporation than any other incorporator or member. 


VI 


That the memberships shall be created in the following manner 

(a) Election by a majority vote of all trustees, or a majority vote of all 
members, evidenced by resolution in meeting, or by signed written circulation 
without meeting, or by telegram, in case a vacancy occurs in the membership 
during the championship season. 

(b) Subseription to these Bylaws 

(c) Deposit, immediately after the League annual meeting, and not later than 
February Ist, with the treasurer of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues, of such sums as shall be required by said association. 


VII 


That membership shall be evidenced by a certificate of franchise issued by 
the corporation over its seal, and the signature of the President or Secretary, 
which shall expressly specify that such membership is subject to periodic dues 
and assessments; that such membership certificate shall be in substantially the 
following form: 
“NORTHWEST LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS KNOW ALL PERSONS: 

| Lr . upon election having subscribed to the Bylaws, and 
having deposited \ w ith the Treasurer of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues the sum required by it, now is a member of Northwest League 
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of Professional Baseball Clubs, a nonprofit corporation of the State of Washington, 
the same being subject to periodic dues and assessments, as determined by the 
Board of Trustees of said League. 
“In witness whereof, this certificate has been issued this day of 
~.__.____., 19__, at Seattle, Washington. 
“President—Secretary.” 


Each certificate of franchise so granted shall remain the property of the 
League subject only to the right of the holder thereof to operate professional 
baseball for the League in the city for which it is issued. 


VIII 


That all members in good standing shall have the right to resort to the 
corporation for services within the scope of its operations. 


Ix 


That all members shall be obligated to deposit with the Treasurer of the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, immediately after the 
League annual meeting, and not later than February Ist, such sum as shall 
be required by that Association, and to pay to the Treasurer of this corpora 
tion periodic dues and assessment, in the amount, and at the time as required 
by its Trustees. 

That the deposit to be made with the Treasurer of the National Association 
shall be a guarantee fund that the member will continue to operate its franchise 
and will pay any indebtedness to this corporation, to the players under contract, 
members of the corporation, and telegraph companies, in the order named. 

Any Club failing to complete any championship season, or which shall abandon 
its territory, shall forfeit all right or claims to said guarantee deposit, and 
to any part of any surplus fund in the Treasury of the corporation, as in these 
Bylaws provided, and to any right, title, or interest in the franchise theretofore 
held by it, together with said member’s interest in the contract of all players 
under contract with it; all of said interests vesting immediately in this corpora 
tion. 

¥ 


If any member, at the end of the championship season, desires to relinquish 
its franchise, it shall notify the President of the corporation in writing, and 
on or before October 1st, immediately following such season, that it will not 
operate its franchise during the following season. The President will then 
cooperate with such member in trying to place such franchise with other parties 
in the territory, or some other city, agreeable to the members, and if and when 
said franchise is so placed said party taking over the franchise from the sur 
rendering member shall deposit its guarantee check, as hereinbefore provided, 
and the proportionate part of any then existing surplus. Thereupon the Presi 
dent of the corporation shall return to the surrendering member its guarantee 
deposit, less any expense incurred in placing said franchise, and any other 
indebtedness above named 

XI 


That the membership of any Club may be terminated: 

(a) By the resignation duly accepted by a two-thirds vote of all the Clubs 
in meeting duly convened. 

(b) Failure to present its nine at a time and place agreed upon to play any 
championship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident in traveling 

(ec) Allowing open betting or pool selling upon its grounds, or any building 
owned or occupied by it. 

(d) Playing any game of ball with a Club that is disqualified under the rules 
of the National Association 

(e) Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose any game of ball 
cr failure to immediately expel from its team any player who shall be proven 
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guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose any game of ball, 
or of being interested in any pool or wager thereon. 

(f) Disbandment of its organization or team. 

(g) Failing or refusing to fulfill its contract obligations. 

(h) Failing or refusing to comply with any lawful requirement of the Board 
of Trustees. 

(i) Wilfully violating any provision of these Bylaws, or of any other document 
constituting a part of the charter of this corporation. 

(j) By a vote fo four-fifths of the remaining Clubs that for business reasons 
and the best interest of the League such membership shall no longer be desirable. 

(k) By dissolution, or adjudicated insolvency. 

Termination of membership shall not relieve the member from obligation to 
pay dues and assessments previously accrued. 


xII 


In case a vacaney occurs in the membership of the corporation during the 
championship season, the President shall nominate to all Clubs all applicants for 
membership, and the vote thereon shall be taken by telegram or mail, as occasion 
may require, and a majority of all Clubs will be required to admit any applicants 
to membership. Such membership, however, shall continue only until the next 
annual meeting of the members; but such Clubs shall be subject to all these 
Bylaws, and the rules and regulations of this corporation. 

At any time during the calendar year, other than during the championship 
season, the transfer of a franchise in this league or the admission of a new 
franchise holder shall require four-fifths (44) affirmative vote of the members. 


xin 


That annual meetings of the members, as distinct from the meetings of the 
Board of Trustees, shall be held as early as practicable, in the discretion of the 
President, after the close of the championship season, and on or before November 
1st, of each year, at such time and place as the President may name. Meetings of 
members shall be held as called by the President, on his option, or on the written 
eall of 5 clubs, specifying the time and place of such meeting, and sufficiently in 
advance to permit attendance. That at meetings of the members a majority of 
the entire membership shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, 
but a less number may adjourn from time to time until a quorum is obtained. 


XIV 


That at annual meetings or adjournments thereon, the member shall elect 
Trustees, to serve as such, and to manage the affairs and exercise the powers of 
the corporation for the period of one year, and until their successors are elected 
and qualified. 

XV 


That vacancies among the Trustees, caused by death or resignation, may be 
filled by majority vote of the remaining Trustees, until the next annual meeting 
of members; that vacancies caused by removal by the members may be filled by 
majority vote of the members, until the next annual meeting thereof. 


XVI 


That the Trustees of the corporation shall manage its affairs, and exercise 
its powers, subject to such limitations as are imposed by law, and as may here- 
after be imposed from time to time by the members, in annual or special meetings. 


XVII 


That the Trustees shall consist of the President of the corporation and one 
member of the directorate of each Club. That the number of Trustees may be 
decreased or increased in the discretion of the members. The President shall 
have no vote except in the case of a tie, when he shall have the deciding vote. 


XVIII 


That no persons shall be eligible to election and serve as a Trustee of the 
corporation unless he be an individual member, or unless he shall be connected 
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with a copartnership, or corporate member; no person shall be qualified as a 
Trustee until he shall have subscribed to an oath, obligating him to support the 
Constitution and Laws of the State of Washington, and to faithfully perform his 
duties as Trustee. That the eligibility requirements of the Trustee shall not be 
applicable to officers. 

That annual meetings of the Trustees shall be held immediately following 
annual meetings of the members, and at the same time and place without 
notice. That special meetings of the Trustees may be called informally at any 
time and place, by the President of the corporation, or by three Trustees, upon 
written or oral notice, specifying the time and place of such meetings, suf- 
ficiently in advance to permit attendance. That a majority of the Board of 
Trustees shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and such 
majority of the Trustees so present at any meeting shall be sufficient to decide 
any question. That any number shall be sufficient to authorize adjournment 
to a specified time and place for lack of a quorum. 


xx 
That the Trustee, as such, shall receive no compensation. 


XxI 


That at the annual meetings of the Trustees, or adjournments thereof, the 
Trustees shall elect officers of the corporation, to serve as such, and to perform 
their respective duties, for the period of one year, and until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

¥XII 


That vacancies in any office, by death, resignation, or removal, may be filled 
by a majority vote of the Trustees, until the next annual meeting of Trustees 


XXIII 


That the officers of the corporation shall consist of a President, a Vice 
President, a second Vice President and a Treasurer. That the Trustees may, 
from time to time, create and abolish other offices, and may specify or alter the 
duties of any office. That the Trustees may elect one person to serve in more 
than one office. 

XXIV 


That the President of the corporation shall be ex officio chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, and shall preside at all meetings of the Trustees and of 
the members. Should the office of President become vacant, by death, resig 
nation, or removal, the Board of Trustees shall, within one week, elect a 
President. The President shall be elected for the period of one year, and shall 
be paid such salary per year as the Trustees may determine at the time of his 
election. He shall take office at the close of the annual meeting each year. 


XXV 


The President shall be authorized to sign all membership certificates; to 
execute, in the name of the corporation, all contracts and obligations within 
the scope of its ordinary operations, without special authorization from the 
Trustees. He shall perform such other duties as may be expressly or impliedly 
required by these Bylaws, or prescribed by the Trustees, and shall generally 
do and perform the duties usually devolving upon an officer of like capacity. 


XXVI 


That the Secretary of the corporation shall attend the meetings of the 
Trustees and the members; he shall keep accurate minutes and records of such 
meetings; he shall be custodian of the seal of the corporation, and, without 
special authority of the Trustees, affix the same, with his signature, or the 
signature of the President, to membership certificates, and any contracts cus 
tomarily requiring such seal; he shall be custodian of the corporate records; he 
shall supervise all statistical research and compilations thereof; he shall keep 
a correct and accurate record of all memberships, the issuance, assignment, and 
termination thereof; he shall generally do and perform those duties usually 
devolving upon an officer of like capacity. 
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XXVII 


That the Treasure of the corporation shall keep, or cause to be kept, full 
and complete records and books of account concerning the finances of the 
corporation, and shall render a report of his activities and accounts at each 
annual meeting. He shall have authority to open and maintain accounts of 
deposit with one or more responsible banks; to receive and disburse all monies 
of the corporation in its routine operation, without special authorization from 
the Trustees, and he shall generally do and perform those duties usually de- 
volving upon an officer of like capacity. 


XXVIII 


That the officers of the corporation shall, or shall not, receive compensation 
in the discretion of the Trustees, who shall fix the amount of any compensation 
allowed, and increase or decrease the same. The compensation paid to agents 
and servants of the corporation shall be determined by the President, subject 
to revision by the Trustees. 

XXIx 


That the Trustees shall exercise care in fixing, from time to time, the rate 
of the uniform periodic membership dues and assessments, so that the aggregate 
thereof shall be equivalent to the maintenance cost of the properties, facilities, 
equipment, supplies, and services of the corporation, as prescribed by the Trus- 
tees; that nevertheless, the Trustees may create a reserve surplus fund within 
the limits permitted by law, from which to meet anticipated cost of necessary 
investments in properties, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services, so that 
current expenses during periods when the aggregate of dues or assessments is 
insufficient to defray the same may be made. 


xxx 


That refund of a surplus, if any, shall be made only upon a two-thirds vote 
of all members at the time, and in the manner specified by resolution thereof. 


XXXI 


That all notices, whether written or oral, required by these Bylaws, shall 
be sufficient and regular if mailed, delivered, or made to the usual office or 
abode of the member of Trustees, as published in the city or telephone direc- 
tory, or as known by the officers of the corporation. 

That at annual or special meetings of members or trustees any lawful busi- 
ness may be transacted without disclosure of the purpose of such meeting, except 
as herein otherwise provided. 

XXXII 


That no meeting of Trustees shall be requisite to any resolution of authoriza- 
tion, if the same shall be approved in writing over the signature of all trustees. 


XXXIII 


That amendment may be made to the Articles of Incorporation and/or these 
Bylaws, and dissolution of the corporation may be effected by a vote of two- 
thirds of all the members at any meeting, annual or special, notice of which 
has disclosed such purpose. 

XXXIV 


That the seal of the corporation shall carry its name: “Northwest League of 
Professional Baseball Clubs,” together with the words “Corporate Seal, 1954, 
State of Washington.” 

XXXV 


That each member shall pay such dues and assessments as shall be fixed or 
levied by the Board of Trustees, and the determination of the Board of Trustees 
of such dues and assessments shall be final and conclusive. 

Any member failing to pay its periodie dues and assessments, shall be fined 
the sum of Fifty ($50.00) Dollars for each week’s delinquency, which fines, 
and each delinquent weekly remittance may be charged against the guarantee 
fund deposited by said member. 
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XXXVI 


The Board of Trustees shall be the sole tribunal subject to the rules of the 
National Association, to settle and determine disputes between Clubs; the facts 
to be submitted, and the dispute adjudicated under such regulations as the 
Board shall prescribe in such case. The findings of the Board shall be final, 
and under no circumstances shall be reconsidered, reopened, or inquired into, 
unless new evidence is produced. 

The Board of Trustees shall at once consider any complaint preferred by a 
member against a manager or player of any Club prior to the expiration of the 
championship season for conduct in violation of any provision of these Bylaws, 
or which may be prejudicial to the objects and purposes for which this cor 
poration is formed; the Board shall have power to fine, suspend, or expel such 
player or manager; provided, that such complaint be preferred in writing, giv 
ing such particulars as to enable the Board to ascertain all the facts, and trans 
mitted to the President, by whom it shall at once be referred to the Board. 

In case a player shall, during a current season, prefer a complaint in writing 
to the President, against the Club employing him, alleging that such Club is 
in arrears to him for salary for more than fifteen days after such salary be- 
came due, the President shall, at once, transmit to the said Club a copy of such 
complaint, and require an answer thereto. On receipt of such answer, the 
President shall refer the papers in the case to the Board of Trustees; and 
should the Board find the player’s complaint sustained, they shall require the 
Club, under penalty of forfeiture of membership, to pay the player forthwith 
the full amount ascertained to be due him provided that, should the player 
refuse to serve the Club pending action by the Board on his complaint, he will 
thereby forfeit the benefit of the award, and in such case the Board shall re- 
voke the reward. 

The Board of Trustees shall also be the sole tribunal for the hearing of an 
appeal made by any person who shall have been expelled, suspended, or dis 
ciplined by the Club employing him. The matter shall be proceeded with in the 
following manner. Such person shall, within thirty days after the date of 
expulsion, suspension or discipline, file with the President a written statement 
of his defense, accompanied by a request that an appeal be allowed him. The 
President shall notify the Club of the request for an appeal, accompanying such 
notice with a copy of the appeal, and at the next annual meeting, the Club, by 
its duly authorized representatives, and the appellant, in person, by attorney, 
or by written statement, shall appear before the board with their testimony. 
The Board shall impartially hear the matter and render the decision which shall 
be final and forever binding on both club and player. 

No trustee shall sit in trial of a case in which his club is interested. 

Any expense of trials or arbitrations shall be borne by the parties adjudged 
to be at fault. 

XXXVII 


The Board of Trustees shall have the power to appoint an executive commit 
tee, and such other subcommittees as in the judgment of the Board of Trustees 
may be able to handle and dispose of various matters as they may arise, and 
may delegate to, and confer upon, such executive committee, and other subcom- 
mittees, such powers of the Board of Trustees as it shall deem proper. 


XXXVIII 


That upon a majority vote of all the members at any meeting, annual or 
special, the corporation shall adopt such playing rules as ordered by the Na- 
tional Association of Professional Baseball Clubs. In like manner, rules and 
regulations may be adopted pertaining to the division of gate receipts during the 
championship seasons, players’ salaries, fines, uniforms, umpires, protested 
games, schedules, and any other matter related to the business of the corpora 
tion, and the purposes for which it was organized. 


XXXIX 


A new franchise holder being admitted to this League shall deposit with the 
President and Treasurer of the League a guarantee of $5,000.00; this deposit 
to be returned to the depositing franchise holder at such time as the Directors 
of the League deem advisable, the purpose of such deposit being as security or 
as a guarantee of the faithful performance of all baseball obligations for the 
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succeeding year in which such franchise holder shall operate, but in no event 
shall this League retain the possession of that money for a greater period of time 
than the return of the National Association deposit for the year in which said 
franchise holder has operated. 

XL 


Until otherwise agreed to by unanimous vote of all its members, this League 
shall be a class “B” of Professional Baseball Clubs as such is known in the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Clubs and shall be governed by 
the National Association Agreement and its Rules and Regulations; nor have on 
its active roster during the closed period of the championship season, as defined 
by the National Association, more than 16 active players, including a playing 
manager and such active players including the playing manager shall be limited 
to five veteran players as defined by the national association. 

Each member club shall be limited to 18 days spring training prior to the 
opening of the Championship Season. 

Bach member club shall keep their gate receipts. 


XLI 


No member club shall be entitled to vote at any meeting of the League and/or 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the League other than by having present at 
such meetings an officer or director of the club to cast its vote. 

In witness whereof all incorporators, and subsequent members of the cor- 
poration, have subscribed their names, and listed their addresses to the fore- 
going bylaws at Seattle, Washington. 

W. C. MERCHANT. 
Geo. B. PAvLus. 
HAROLD W. MATHESON. 
F. M. HurrMAn. 


ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF NORTHWEST LEAGUE OF 
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS 
KNow ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
That a nonprofit corporation is hereby formed under the laws of the State of 
Washington (R. C. W. Chapter 24: 04), for the purpose of incorporating North- 
west League of Professional Baseball Clubs, an existing unincorporated associa- 


tion, and the undersigned incorporators, being five (5) in number, do hereby 
prepare, execute and acknowledge articles of incorporation. 


ARTICLE I 
Vame 
The name of the unincorporated association, which is being incorporated, is 
Northwest League of Professional Baseball Clubs, and the name of this corpora- 
tion shall be “Northwest League of Professional Baseball Clubs.” 
ARTICLE II 
Term of Eaistence 
The life term of the corporation shall be forty-nine years. 
ARTICLE III 
Principal Place of Business 


The place of the principal operation and office of the corporation shall be 
within the City of Yakima, County of Yakima, State of Washington. 
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ARTICLE IV 


Objects, Purposes, and Powers 


The objects and purposes for which this corporation is organized are as follows, 
to wit: 

1. To perpetuate Baseball as the national game of the United States, and to 
surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute public confidence in its 
integrity and methods. 

2. To protect and promote the mutual interests of the professional baseball 
players, and professional Baseball Clubs. 

3. To establish and regulate the Baseball Championships in the League Terri- 
tory. 

The said corporation shall, in addition to the foregoing objects and purposes, 
possess the following powers: 

1. To sue, and be sued, in any court having competent jurisdiction. 

2. To make and use a common seal, and to alter the same at pleasure. 

3. To receive gifts and devices, and to otherwise acquire, hold and convey 
real and personal property, as the purposes of the corporation may require. 

To appoint such officers, agents and servants as the interests and business of 
the corporation may require; to define their powers, prescribe their duties, and 
fix their compensation; and to remove them at will. 

5. To act as trustee under any trust incident to the principal objects of the 
corporation, and to receive, hold, administer and expand funds and property 
subject to such trust. 

6. To enter into any lawful contract and incur obligations essential to the 
transaction of its affairs for the purpose for which the corporation is formed, 
and to borrow money and issue notes, bills, or evidence of indebtedness, and 
mortgage its property to secure the same. 

7. To create, regulate and terminate memberships in the corporation; all of 
which shall be equal, as to vote, authority, and interest in the affairs and assets 
of the corporation, and to issue, alter, and cancel membership certificates. 

8. To demand dues and assessments of members, and sell or forfeit their 
interests in the corporation for default, with respect to any lawful provision 
of the bylaws. 

9. To do all things necessary or proper to carry out the purpose of its creation 


ARTICLE V 
Trustees 


The business of the corporation shall be managed by a board of five (5) 
trustees, to be diminished or increased, and to be chosen and removed, as deter 
mined by the corporate bylaws; provided that for the organization period of 
not less than two months, nor more than six months, the initial trustees shall 
be the following: 


QO. E. Hollingberry, 317 Larson Building, Yakima, Wash. 
Geo. B. Paulus, 1190 So. 25th, Salem, Oreg. 

Frank Huffman, Box 286, Wenatchee, Wash. 

W.C. Merchant, Box 498, Lewiston, Idaho. 

Harold W. Matheson, Box 1227, Kennewick, Wash. 


ARTICLE VI 
Seal 


The corporation shall possess a seal, to be adopted and used as required by 
the bylaws, the design of which shall include its corporate name. 
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ARTICLE VII 
Amendments 


Amendments not inconsistent with the nonprofit classification of the corpora- 
tion, may be made to these articles of incorporation, as authorized by the statutes 
of the Stafe of Washington. 

In witness whereof we, the incorporators, have executed these articles of 
incorporation, and subscribed the same, this 6th day of November 1954. 


(Signed) O. E. HoLiInGBerry. 
FRANK HUFFMAN. 
Geo. B. PAULUS. 
W. C. MERCHANT. 
HAROLD W. MATHESON. 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Yakima, ss: 


I, the undersigned, a notary public in and for the State of Washington, do 
hereby certify that on this 6th day of November 1954, personally appeared be- 
fore me, 0. E. Hollingberry, Geo. B. Paulus, Frank Huffman, W. C. Merchant, 
and Harold W. Matheson, to me known to be the individuals described in and 
who executed the foregoing articles of incorporation, and each acknowledged to 
me that he executed the same as his free and yoluntary act and deed, for the 
uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal, 
the day and year in this certificate first above written. 

(Signed) Rosert B. ABEL, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington, residing at Tacoma. 





CONSTITUTION OF THE Pacriric CoAst BASEBALL LEAGUE 
ARTICLE I. NAME 
Section 1. This association shall be called the Pacific Coast Baseball League. 
ARTICLE II. OBJECTS 


Section 1. The objects of this League shall be: 

(a) To perpetuate baseball as the National game of the United States. 

(b) To surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute public confi- 
dence in its integrity and methods. 

(c) To protect and promote the mutual interest of professional baseball clubs 
and professional baseball players. 

(d) To establish and regulate the professional championship of the League. 

(e) To promote and protect baseball on the Pacific Coast, and to advance it to 
Major League status (amended October 14-15, 1948, and February 25, 1952). 


ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. This League shall consist of eight (8) clubs, and the membership 
shall not voluntarily be increased or decreased except by unanimous vote of all 
the members of the League. The clubs forming the League shall be located in 
the following cities, to wit: Portland, Oregon; Seattle, Washington; Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Oakland,’ Sacramento, and San Diego, California; but the loca- 
tion of any of the eight (8) Clubs forming the League may be changed by a 
three-quarters vote of the directors of the League, provided that the resolution to 
change such location is offered by the director representing the club affected. 

Section 2. For the purpose of providing continuous baseball in the City of 
Los Angeles, the Hollywood Club shall be located in the City of Los Angeles, 
and the Los Angeles Club for such purpose, shall have the right to enter into a 
lease with the Hollywood Club under such terms and for such times as the Los 
Angeles Club may elect, with the right to renew such lease from time to time. 


1 Oakland club moved to Vancouver, B. C. 
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Such lease shall not convey any territorial rights, whatsoever, and shall not 
change, alter, or abridge the exclusive territorial or other rights of the Los 
Angeles Club. 

Section 3. (a) No member of this League, either by itself or through any 
corporation, partnership, trust or other entity, and no officer, stockholder, repre- 
sentative, agent or employee of such member or other entity, who assents 
hereto, shall be or become interested directly or indirectly, by any means what- 
soever, in the ownership, control, conduct or operations (including but not 
limited to, player acquisitions and transfers) of any other member; and no 
person shall be directly or indirectly a stockholder, financially interested in or 
obligated to, or officer or employee of, or in any capacity represent or act for, 
more than one member of this League, except under proxy for a designated 
league meeting as provided in Article VI, or with the approval of five other 
members of the League, given at a duly-convened league meeting after full 
disclosure of all facts and circumstances involved. 

(b) After date of adoption of this paragraph (February 25, 1952), except 
with the prior approval of five other members, given at a duly-convened league 
meeting, after full disclosure of all facts and circumstances involved, no mem- 
ber of this League, either by itself or through any corporation, partnership, trust 
or other entity, and no officer, stockholder, employee, representative or agent of 
such member or of any corporation, partnership, trust or other entity, affiliated or 
in any way connected with such member or interested in its ownership, who 
assents hereto, shall: 

(1) Become interested, directly or indirectly, by any means whatsoever, 
in the ownership, control, conduct or operations (including, but not limited to, 
player acquisitions or transfers) of any Major League franchise or club; or 

(2) directly or indirectly, by any means whatsoever, sell, pledge or other 
wise transfer to any Major League club, or to any corporation, partnership, 
trust or other entity connected with or financially interested in such Major 
League club, or to any officer, stockholder, employee, representative or 
agent of such club or such other entity, any share or shares of its stock, 
voting trust certificates or other means of controlling, in whole or in part, 
the ownership or operations of such member (including, but not limited to, 
its player acquisitions and transfers), its franchise, territory, or its real 
estate (including leases and options to lease or buy real estate) used, 
or available for use, in operating a baseball club in Pacific Coast Baseball 
League territory ; or 

(3) Directly or indirectly, by any means whatsoever, make or agree to 
enter into any agreement, understanding or arrangement whatsoever, with 
any Major League club, or with any corporation, partnership, trust or other 
entity in any way connected with or financially interested therein, or with 
any officers, stockholder, employee, representative or agent of such club 
or entity, giving or facilitating the securing of any control, in whole or in 
part, directly or indirectly, over or in connection with the ownership and 
operations (including, but not limited to player acquisitions and transfers), 
franchise, territory or real estate, of such member, used or available for 
use in operation of a baseball club in Pacific Coast Baseball League 
territory; or 

(4) directly or indirectly, by any means whatsoever, sell, pledge, or 
otherwise transfer, the franchise, territory, or real estate (including leases 
and options to lease or buy real estate) of any such member, used or avail 
able for use in operation of a baseball club in Pacific Coast Baseball League 
territory, to any person or persons not of good character and reputation, or 
who have been convicted of any offense involving mcral turpitude, or en- 
gaged in any professional gambling or other activities not consistent with 
the highest public regard for the Pacific Coast Baseball League and all its 
members. 

(c) Each member of this League shall certify to the League President a com 
plete list of its stockholders or other persons, corporations, partnerships, trusts, 
or others who may be in any way interested financially in the ownership, assets, 
or liabilities of such member, including an exact statement of the amounts of 
such financial interests and the addresses of the holders thereof, and also 
including any information such member may have or be able to secure as to 
the real or beneficial owners of such financial interests in all instances where 
the holders of record are not the real or beneficial owners. Promptly, if and 
when any changes shall occur in such ownerships, each member shall certify 
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the same to the League President in like manner. Each member also shall use 
its best and utmost endeavors to prevent the securing (and to terminate, if 
secured) any of such ownerships by any person or persons not of good character 
and reputation, or who have been convlicted of any offense involving moral 
turpitude, or engaged in any professional gambling or other activities not con- 
sistent with the highest public regard for the Pacific Coast Baseball League 
and all its members. (Foregoing Section 3 amended February 25, 1952.) 

Section 4. No member of this League, either by itself or through any officer, 
stockholder or agent, shall loan money to any other member or person holding 
ten (10%) percent or more of the stock of any other members, unless prior 
thereto all facts pertaining to such loan and to any security therefore shall be 
fully disclosed to this League, and this League shall by a two-thirds vote of its 
membership (exclusive of the two clubs interested or whose stockholders are 
interested in such loan) consent to the loan. 

Section 5. No member or officer or any person acting for them shall loan 
money, extend credit, become surety or otherwise obligate themselves in any 
manner to or for any player, manager, or employee of any other member of this 
League or umpire thereof, unless prior thereto all facts pertining thereto shall 
be fully disclosed to the League, and this League shall by a two-thirds vote of 
its membership (exclusive of the club involved) consent thereto. 


ARTICLE IV. AQMISSIONS TO AND CHANGES OF MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. Any club member of the League may ask the League for permission 
to dispose of its rights and franchise as a member of the League in that city 
in which its baseball club is operating, to some other Corporation, Company, 
Association, Individual, Partnership, or Firm. Without the consent of the 
League such transfer cannot be made. In the event the League gives its con- 
sent to such transfer of membership, it shall be understood, and the new mem- 
ber by accepting such franchise agrees that it shall assume with the franchise 
and the rights of the member from whom it is acquiring its membership, all the 
liabilities, indebtedness, responsibilities, and other obligations entered into by 
the member from whom it is acquiring its membership. It must also be under- 
stood by the retiring member that such member, by the transfer of its mem- 
bership to the new member, shall not be relieved or released thereby from any 
contract or obligation entered into by it to the League, and shall be obligated 
to fully pay or perform all such contracts and obligations in the event the new 
member does not pay or perform the same in the same manner and to the 
same full extent as if the assignment and the transfer had not been made. A 
three-quarters affirmative vote of the members of this League shall be required 
to permit any such transfer, franchise, and membership with the involved club 
having the right to vote. (Amended October 14, 1948.) 

Section 2. An Individual, Company, Firm, Partnership, Association or Corpo- 
ration to be admitted to membership in this League, or to be entitled to receive 
a transfer of membership, as set forth in Section 1 of this Article IY above, must 
first deliver to the President of the League a written application, signed by its 
President and Secretary, or by its partners, giving the complete list of stock- 
holders, members or partners and accompanied by documents showing that such 
Individual, Company, Firm, Partnership, Association or Corporation is regu- 
larly organized or chartered and officered, and that it is prepared to meet all 
other obligations required by this Constitution. Such Individual, Company, 
Firm, Partnership, Association or Corporation shall also show documentary proof 
that its moral status is such as to make it acceptable to the Pacific Coast Base- 
ball League. The contents of such application shall at once be transmitted by 
the President to the various members of the Board of Directors. Such applica- 
tion shall be acted upon by the Board. (Amended October 14, 1948.) 

Section 3. In the event of the transfer of the majority stock of any Corporation 
member, or the transfer of the majority ownership that is a Company, Partner- 
ship, Association, Firm or Individual, the new owner of such stock, or such 
majority interest, shall comply with all the rules for procedure and qualification 
provided for in Section 2 next above. 

Section 4. A three-quarters affirmative vote of the members of this Pacific 
Coast Baseball League shall be required for admission to membership or for the 
approval of the transfer of a franchise or of the transfer of a majority of stock 
or ownership or interest of a member with the involved club having the right 
to vote. (Amended October 14, 1948.) 

Section 5. In the event that a vacancy occurs in the membership of this League 
during the Championship season, the President shall immediately notify all of 
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the members of the League of such vacancy and the causes in relation thereto, 
and shall also give such members detailed information as to any and all applica- 
tions for memberships to fill the said vacancy. In the event of such emergency 
such vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote of the members of this League. 
Such membership, however, shall continue only until the next annual meeting 
of the League, unless otherwise determined by a unanimous vote of the members 
of the League. Such member so filling such vacancy shall be subject to all the 
rules and requirements of this organization. After the completion of the Cham- 
pionship season, said member so filling said vacancy must be approved by a 
three-quarters affirmative vote of the members of the League, with the involved 
club having the right to vote. (Amended October 14, 1948.) 

Section 6. Before any member shall sell or hypothecate its franchise, and/or 
before any stock or control of a Club owning the franchise of a member Club, is 
sold or hypothecated so that it gives any Individual, Company, Firm, Partner- 
ship, Association or Corporation stock or vote control of said Corpration or Firm, 
and/or before the majority stock of a Corporation owning the franchise of a 
member club is hypothecated or sold, the said club must first submit to this 
League the matter of such sale or hypothecation and obtain the approval of this 
League by the three-quarters vote of the Board of Directors, with the involved 
club having the right to vote. In the event that any such franchise or stock, as 
above provided, is sold or hypothecated without first obtaining such written 
approval by the three-quarters vote of the Board of Directors of this League, such 
club shall be subject to a fine of not to exceed Twenty-Thousand ($20,000.00) 
Dollars, or the.forfeiture of its franchise, or both. Upon forfeiture of such 
franchise for the reasons specified herein, the League will be the owner thereof 
and shall have the right to dispose of same. The application submitted under 
this Section seeking the approval of this League through its Board of Directors 
shall contain all of the information required in Section 2 of Article IV of this 
Constitution. (Foregoing is new Section adopted October 14, 1948.) 

Section 7. Each and all of the provisions of this Article shall be subject to the 
provisions of Articles III and XXVIII and to any other provisions of this Con- 
stitution applicable to members upon or after admission to the League. (New 
section adopted February 25, 1952.) 


ARTICLE V. TERMINATING MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. This League may terminate the membership of any member and 
forfeit to this League such member’s franchise, certificate of membership and 
players’ contracts and reservations upon the affirmative vote of seven (7) mem 
bers for the following causes (amended October 14, 1948) : 

(A) Willful violation of this Constitution or Bylaws and Rules of the League, 
or any agreement to which this League may then be a party. Any violation not 
originally willful shall be deemed to become and be willful if it is continued or 
is not immediately and completely rectified and remedied in exact compliance 
with such action, conditions, terms, rulings or decisions, respecting same, as the 
the Board of Directors acting pursuant to this Constitution may make, order, im- 
pose or prescribe. (Revised February 25, 1952.) 

(B) Failure to fulfill its contractural obligations to the League, or any member 
thereof, or to any organization party to any agreement to which this League 
may then be a party. (Amended October 14, 1948.) 

(C) Failure to obey or fulfill any lawful order, award or decision of the Board 
of Directors of this League or any baseball authority upon whom any agreement 
binding upon this League shall have conferred jurisdiction. 

(D) Offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting to fix the result of any 
baseball game. 

(E) Failure to expel immediately any player, manager, employee or official 
who has been found guilty by a court or by a baseball authority having jurisdic 
tion of such offense, of offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting to fix the 
result of any baseball game, or found to have been interested in or connected with 
the placing of a bet upon a baseball game in respect of which he has any duty to 
perform. 

(F) Retention of any player under contract or reservation with any other 
member of this League, or with any member of the National Association, or 
with the National or the American League, after notice of such player’s status 
has been determined and communicated to the Club member by the President 
or Board of Directors of this League, or by other competent baseball authority. 
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(G) Playing a baseball game with a club or team whose disqualification or in- 
eligibility notice has been given to the Club by the President or Board of Direc- 
tors of this League or other competent baseball authority. 

(H) Failure to take such reasonable action as may be directed by the Presi- 
dent or Board of Directors of this League or other competent baseball authority, 
or by any public authority, to prohibit or prevent gambling or betting of any 
description upon its grounds or other property owned or used by it in connection 
with the playing of baseball games. 

(1) Disbandment of its organization, or its baseball team, during a Cham- 
pionship season of this League, or within sixty (60) days prior to the begin- 
ning of a Championship season. 

(J) Willful failure to present its team at the time and place fixed, and prop- 
erly equipped, to play any baseball game which this League had scheduled or di- 
rected to be played unless the member has exercised reasonable care in connection 
therewith. (Amended October 14, 1948.) 

(K) Failure to provide and maintain or give reasonable assurance of pro- 
viding and maintaining, thirty (380) days prior to the scheduled opening of the 
championship season, suitable grounds, including necessary accomodations for 
spectators, for the playing of baseball games scheduled by the League, unless due 
to a cause beyond the member’s control. 

Section 2. Before the membership of any Club be forfeited, a written de- 
tailed specification of the alleged cause for forfeiture shall be sent to such Club 
by registered mail, and such Club shall file in writing its answer thereto within 
ten (10) days after receipt of such notice. The Board of Directors has the power 
to permit such member additional time within which to file such answer. 

Section 3. Promptly upon receipt of such answer, or upon the failure of the 
defendant Club to file such answer within the time limit thereof, a special meet- 
ing of the League shall be called to decide the issue involved and to determine 
whether a forfeiture of such membership or other penalty shall be ordered. 

Section 4. Notice of the time and place of such special meeting, and a copy of 
the charges and answer, shall be sent registered mail, not less than ten (10) days 
prior to the date of such special meeting, to each Club of this League, including 
the defendant Club. 

Section 5. The meeting for the hearing shall be called in the same manner as 
a special meeting of the Board of Directors. The conduct of the hearing shall 
be in accordance with such rules and regulations as the Board of Directors may 
prescribe. Such rules and regulations, however, shall always permit the defend- 
ant Club to be represented by its officers and counsel, and to present fully evi- 
dence and arguments material to the matters and issues involved. 

Section 6. (a) In lieu of forfeiture of membership, the League, by the affirma- 
tive vote of six members, may take or order such preventive, protective, or 
remedial action as they may deem proper, or may impose such fines, suspen- 
sions or other penalties as they deem commensurate to the act, default or offense 
found to have been committed. 

(b) In addition to forfeiture of membership, or to any preventive, protective 
or remedial action, or to any fines, suspensions or other penalties, above men- 
tioned, the League, by the affirmative vote of six members, also may order and 
award reasonable and adequate compensation (or if not exactly ascertainable, 
then compensation they deem reasonable under all the circumstances) to be paid 
by the defendant member to any person, club or organization found to have been 
injured or damaged by the act, default or offense of the defendant member, its 
officers, employees or agents acting on its behalf. 

(c) The total of all fines and awards which the League may require to be 
paid, as above provided, in any case shall not exceed $5,000; but nothing in this 
Article or elsewhere in this Constitution contained shall preclude the League, 
by the affirmative vote of six members, from directing the League President 
to pay over to any injured party, as additional compensation or in lieu of un- 
ascertainable damages, all or such part of any such fines as the League may 
deem proper; nor shall anything in this Article or elsewhere in the Constitu- 
tion contained preclude any injured party from pursuing any legal or equitable 
actions or remedies either (1) to enforce such orders and awards as the League, 
by such vote, shall have made in such injured party’s favor or for his benefit, 
Whether of compensatory, preventive, protective, remedial or punitive nature 
(including, but not limited to, any such League award or decision as to reason- 
able and adequate compensation even if it be in excess of $5,000), or (2) to 
secure relief, protection or compensation in the event and to any extent that 
the League’s orders or awards may be held to be of no legal effect. 
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(d) Whenever the alleged cause for forfeiture is based upon charges or com 
plaints made to the League by another member, neither the defendant member 
nor the plaintiff member shall be entitled to vote; and in any such case, the 
affirmative vote of at least five of the other members (rather than the affirma 
tive vote of six of the eight members of the League, as above provided, shall 
be required for any League orders, actions or awards mentioned in any para 
graph of this Section 6, of Article \ 

(e) A member failing to obey or fulfill immediately any award, order or 
decision of the Board of Directors, made pursuant to this section, shall there 
upon be subject to forfeiture of its franchise, certificate of membership and 
players’ contracts and reservations, as set forth in Section 1 of this Article \ 
(Foregoing Section 6 amended February 25, 1952.) 

Section 7. As above provided seven (7) members of this League (the de 
fendant Club not voting) must concur in the findings and decision if the for 
feiture be declared. Six (6) members (the defendant Club not voting) must 
concur in the findings and decisions if a fine or other penalty or compensation 
to any injured person or party is awarded 

Section 8. If a forfeiture be declared, it shall have the effect that the for 
feiting defendant Club shall be conclusively and absolutely forfeit to this League 
its franchise, its membership in this League, and any and all rights thereunder, 
and in addition thereto, its player contracts and reservations, and this League 
shall have full and complete title thereto, and the full power and right to use 
and dispose of the same, absolutely discharged from any claim or interest of 
the forfeiting defendant Club. Said League shall have the right to use and 
dispose of the same in such manner, upon such terms and to such transferees 
as this League may see fit, and without the requirement of any notice to the 
forfeiting defendant Club or anyone else. Any consideration received by this 
League for the transfer of such franchise and membership in the League shall 
be retained by this League and the forfeiting defendant Club shall have no 
right, claim or interest therein. As to any consideration received for player 
contracts or reservations, there shall be a different rule, and in connection 
therewith it is hereby provided that after first deducting all costs, attorney's 
fees and all other expenses incurred in the forfeiture proceedings and hearings, 
and in connection with such player contracts and transfers or incidental thereto 
or approximately resulting therefrom, the remainder of any such considera 
tion received for said player contracts or reservations shall be paid over to the 
forfeiting defendant Club upon its executing in favor of the League a receipt 
and release of all claims. Pending any sale or transfer of the forfeited fran 
chise or membership, or of any player contracts or reservations, this League 
shall have the right to use the same and exercise the same rights in regard 
thereto as the forfeiting defendant Club might have exercised thereunder 


ARTICLE VI. MEMBERSHIP REPRESENTATIVES 


Section 1. Each Club shall be entitled to two (2) representatives, one of 
whom shall be a Director of the League (or his proxy). at all meetings of the 
League, except executive sessions, at which only Directors (or Directors’ prox 
ies) shall be admitted. No Club shall have more than one (1) vote at any 
meeting, and no Clubs shall be represented by any person or persons who have 
been found guilty by this League of any act bringing into disrepute the Pacific 
Coast Baseball League or the National Game. No other person or persons shall 
be present at any of the meetings of the League except by the unanimous con 
sent of the Board of Directors. The Board shall have power to fix compensa 
tion and expenses for Directors or proxies for attendance upon meetings of the 
soard of Directors (Amended October 14, 1948.) 


ARTICLE VII. MEETINGS 


Section 1. The annual meeting of the League shall be held in the month o: 
November, and on such date as shall be selected by a three-quarters vote of the 
Board of Directors and in such city as decided on by a three-quarters vote 
of the Directors. Such selection may be decided by mail or telegraphic vote 
on a request by the President (Amended October 14, 1948.) 

Section 2. After the date of the annual meeting has been decided upon, the 
Secretary shall give each member written notice of such annual meeting at 
least ten (10) days in advance thereof. Such notice shall be given by mail 
addressed to each member of the League 
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Section 3. Special meetings of the members of the League shall be held at 
any time upon call of the President, or upon the call of four (4) members of 
the League. 

Section 4. Notice of special meetings shall be given by the Secretary, either 
by mail or telegraph, to each member of the League, at least seventy-two (72) 
hours before the holding of such meeting, and such notice shall set forth the 
purpose of such meeting and the business to be transacted thereat. 

Section 5. At all meetings of the members of the League, unless otherwise 
specified herein, five (5) members shall constitute a quorum. 

Section 6. The following shall be the order of business at meetings of this 
League, unless suspended by a majority vote of the members represented : 

(a) Call to order and roll call. (Amended October 15, 1948.) 

(b) Presentation and filing of proxies. 

(c) Reading minutes of preceding meetings, and action thereon. 

(d) Reports of the officers, directors and committees and action thereon. 

(e) Amendment of constitution, bylaws and rules. 

(f) Election of new members, including assent to membership assign- 
ments. 

(g) Election of officers and directors. 

(h) Unfinished business. 

(i) New business. 

(j) Adjournment. 

Section 7. Upon demand of any member, the vote upon any question before 
the meeting shall be by written ballot. 

Section & Except as the League may otherwise order, no person other than 
the President of the League shall give out any information regarding mat- 
ters considered or transacted at meetings of this League, or any business 
of the League not exclusively the concern of the person or Club giving such 
information. 


ARTICLE VIII. JURISDICTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Section 1. (a) The Board of Directors shall have final jurisdiction within the 
League, subject only to such right of appeal to other baseball authority as may 
exist under any agreement to which this League then may be a party. 

(b) There shall be a right of appeal from every decision of the President to 
the Board of Directors. 

Section 2. In connection with any matter, cause, charge, claim, complaint or 
dispute which may be before the Board of Directors or the President of this 
League for investigation, hearing or decision, the Board or President may sum- 
mon any member of the League, or any official stockholder, manager, employee 
or agent of any member, to appear before the Board or President, or such member 
thereof, or such proper official of this League or other baseball authority as the 
summons may order, and give evidence, including the production of documents. 
In case of failure to comply promptly and fully with such summons, or if any 
member or person subject to the jurisdiction of this League shall offer, or shall 
attempt to offer, or induce or attempt to induce the offering of any false evidence, 
the Board or President may impose such fine and/or other penalties which the 
Board or President may deem to be warranted. It shall also be the duty of each 
member of this League, its officers and employees, to render all such assistance 
as the Board of Directors or President of this League, or other baseball authority, 
may request in connection with the investigation, hearing and decision of any 
matter. 

ARTICLE IX. OFFICERS 


Section 1. The officers of the League shall be a President Treasurer, a First, 
Second and Third Vice President, and a Secretary, none of whom, except the 
Vice Presidents, need be members of the Board of Directors. 

Section 2. At the annual meeting of the League the First Vice President shall 
retire, to be succeeded by the Second Vice President, and a Third Vice President 
shall be elected, the (then) Third Vice President becoming Second Vice President. 

Section 3. The officers, with the exception of the President Treasurer and the 
Secretary, shall be elected at the annual meeting of the Board of Directors by a 
majority vote of the Directors present, and shall serve until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

Section 4. Any officer may be removed for cause by a majority vote of the 
Board of Directors. 
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Section 5. Should the office of President Treasurer become vacant by death, 
resignation or removal, the Board of Directors shall, within thirty (30) days 
thereafter, elect a successor thereto, who shall serve until the next annual 
meeting of the League. In the event that the office of President Treasurer is 
vacated by death, resignation or removal, the First Vice President shall act in 
the capacity of President Treasurer until a President Treasurer is elected by the 
Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE X. DUTIES OF OFFICERS 


Section 1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors 
of this League. He shall be ex-officio a member and chairman of all committees, 
unless otherwise expressly stated in the resolution or action constituting the 
committee. He shall be the League's representative at all meetings of the Na- 
tional Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, and at all other meetings 
and hearings at which the League may be entitled to representation. If he is 
unable to attend such meeting or hearing, the Board of Directors of this League 
may designate (or if they have not done so, then the President may designate) 
some other person as its representative, who shall be an official of some member 
of this League, preferably a club president. Subject to the Board of Directors, 
the President shall have general supervision of the affairs and business of this 
League, the protection of its interests, the enforcement of the Constitution and 
Rules of this League, including the playing rules. He shall also have such other 
powers and duties as the Constitution and rules of this League, the official playing 
rules, and the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe. The President 
shall in all matters and at all times be subject to the direction of the Board of 
Directors. 

Section 2. The President of the League shall also act and be Treasurer of the 
League, and shall be custodian of all dues, fees and assessments, which shall be 
placed to the credit of the Treasurer in some bank of deposit to meet current 
expenses. He shall make such payments as necessary in the performance of his 
duties, or as are ordered by a three-quarters yote of the Board of Directors, and 
shall render monthly to the members an itemized report of receipts and disburse- 
ments. A bond of not less than One Hundred Thousand ($100,000.00) Dollars 
shall be furnished by the President-Treasurer, the same to be deposited with the 
First Vice President of this League, and the League shall pay the premium of said 
bond. (Amended October 15, 1948.) 

Section 3. (a) The President of the League in the first instance (except as to 
all matters involving the forfeiture of a franchise as covered by Article V hereof ) 
shall have the right to hear and determine all matters, disputes, claims and com- 
plaints within the League, including but not limited to such matters, disputes, 
claims and complaints between players, members, managers, officials and em 
ployees of this League; between this League and a member or player, manager 
or official of the League, arising under or involving the Constitution, standing 
resolutions, bylaws or rules of this League, or contracts of the League or a mem- 
ber, and generally shall adjudicate all issues of law and fact arising out of or 
involving the Constitution, bylaws, standing resolutions or rules of this League, 
and all baseball relations and contracts of this League, its members, players and 
officials. In this connection the President shall have power to award such 
damages and impose such penalties as the President may find to be warranted, 
except as limited by this Constitution or the standing resolutions. The Presi 
dent shall also have the power to discipline players, managers and clubowners by 
imposing reasonable fines or reasonable suspensions, or both, for any disorderly 
or unwarranted conduct, or any conduct that brings into disrepute Organized 
Baseball in this League, or impairs confidence in the constituted authorities of this 
League on the part of the public generally. All orders or decrees of the President, 
however, shall be subject to appeal to and final determination of the Board of 
Directors, and the said Board of Directors may by a three-quarters vote empower 
the President in particular cases to impose penalties not herein authorized. 
(Amended October 15, 1948.) 

(b) In the event any individual or member is found guilty of violation, the 
penalty shall be in the amount determined by the President or on appeal by the 
Board, unless otherwise fixed in this Constitution or the standing resolutions of 
this League; such penalty for each violation as to any member Club shall be not 
less than One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, nor more than Five Hundred ($500.00) 
Dollars for each offense. 

(c) The President shall adopt such rules and regulations governing the pro 
cedure for the hearing and determination of all disputes and complaints brought 
before him as may be deemed to be necessary, and such rules and regulations 
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shall give all interested parties reasonable notice and an opportunity to be heard 
before the ruling is made by the President. (Amended October 15, 1948.) 

Section 4. The President shall be ex-officio chairman of the Board of Directors 
with no power to vote on any question. 

Section 5. The President shall be privileged to select a Secretary of the 
League, who shall be subject to the direction of the President. 

Section 6. The Secretary shall have the custody and care of the official rec- 
ords and papers of the League. He shall keep a record of all meetings of the 
League. He shall issue all official notices, and attend to necessary correspond- 
ence. He shall prepare and furnish such reports as may be called for by the 
Board of Directors, and shall be entitled to such books, stationery, blanks and 
material as the actual duties of his office may require. He shall give notices 
required to be given by this Constitution. 

Section 7. The Secretary shall keep a record of all infractions of the rules 
and regulations of the League that may come under his notice, and shall make 
a record of the same to the Board of Directors at the next meeting. 


ARTICLE XI. SALARIES OF PRESIDENT-TREASURER AND SECRETARY 


Section 1. The President-Treasurer and Secretary shall receive such salary 
as the Board of Directors shall determine, and shall be reimbursed for all travel- 
ing expenses incurred in service of the League. 


ARTICLE XI. SALARIES OF PRESIDENT-TREASURER AND SECRETARY 


Section 1. Each Club shall have the right to regulate its own affairs, except 
as herein otherwise provided, or as the League may, from time to time determine, 
and in doing so, shall have the right to establish its own rules and to discipline, 
punish, suspend or expel its own manager, players or other employees, and these 
powers shall not be limited to cases of dishonest play and open insubordination, 
but Shall include all questions of carelessness, indifference or other conduct of 
the player that may be regarded by the club as prejudicial to its interests, and 
not in conflict with any provision of this Constitution, or the playing rules of 
this League. 

Section 2. Each member shall have full and complete control over its internal 
corporate affairs and property, its officers, employees and players, except as 
its rights, duties and obligations are or may be fixed or limited by the Constitu- 
tion, bylaws and rules of this League, or by any agreement to which this League 
may be a party, or by any legislation or rules made or adopted pursuant thereto. 


ARTICLE XIII. CLUB TERRITORIAL RIGHTS 


Section 1. Every Club in the League shall have exclusive territorial rights 
in the city in which it is located, and for a distance of ten (10) miles in every 
direction from the corporate limits of said city into the territory adjacent to 
it; provided, however, that the Hollywood Club, its successors and assigns, shall 
have no territorial rights in the City of Los Angeles but shall operate therein 
solely to the extent and subject at all times to the terms and provisions of its 
lease agreement with the Los Angeles Club; and provided further, that the 
Oakland Club shall have no jurisdiction west of the westerly boundary iine of 
the City of Oakland, and the San Francisco Club shall have no jurisdiction east 
of the easterly boundary line of the City of San Francisco. 

Section 2. No visiting League Club, or any player under contract or reservation 
by a League Club, shall, under any circumstances, be allowed to play exhibition 
game, or any Club in such territory other than the League Club therein located, 
without the consent of the said local League Club, which, in the City of Los 
Angeles, shall for all times be the resident Los Angeles Club. 


ARTICLE XIV. RESERVATION OF PLAYERS 


Section 1. Each Club of this League shall be entitled to the right of reserva- 
tion, and shall have on its reserve list not fewer than fifteen (15) experienced 
players of better than Class A qualifications, a Class A player being a player 
who has not had less than one (1) year’s experience in Class A organization, 
on December 15th of each year, and shall retain that number of experienced 
players on its roster for the opening of the regular schedule, and thereafter until 
the close of the season’s schedule. Failure to comply with the provisions of 
this section of the Constitution, shall, in accordance with the provisions of 
Article V hereof, render a Club’s franchise subject to forfeiture. The right of 
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reservation of players shall be governed by the rules and regulations estab- 
lished by the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


ARTICLE XV. OPERATING EXPENSES 


Section 1: The Board of Directors of the League shall by resolution provide 
means for raising funds to pay operating expenses, salaries and such other 
expenses as may be incurred. 

Section 2. The operating and all other expenses of the League, of every charac- 
ter, including payment of salaries and expenses of officers umpires, whether 
incurred by the League, Board of Directors or the President, shall be paid out 
of the League treasury, and if it is found at any time, in the judgment of the 
Board of Directors, that the revenue under Section 1 of this Article is in 
sufficient to meet such expense in any one year, then and in that event an 
assessment shall be levied on each and every club alike to meet the obligations 
of the League. 

ARTICLE XVI. UMPIRES 


Section 1. A staff of League umpires shall be selected by the President be- 
fore the opening of the regular season. 

Section 2. They shall be paid such salaries and allowed such expenses as 
may be mutually agreed upon by contract between them and the President of 
the League. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of each League Club to accept as umpire for 
any championship game such umpire or substitute as the President shall assign 
to each game. 

ARTICLE XVII. SUPERVISION OF UMPIRES 


Section 1. All complaints against umpires shall be submitted in writing or 
by telegraph to the President, who shall take such steps as he may deem proper 
(governed by the gravity of the charge) to ascertain as to the competency of 
the umpire complained of, and to verify, if possible, by his own personal ob- 
servation as to the merits or demerits. If the complaint be for a willful viola- 
tion of the Constitution, or of the playing rules, or for neglect or refusal to 
enforce any of said rules, or for any improper or ungentlemanly language or 
conduct while officiating as an umpire, and if upon investigation it be sub 
stiated, the President shall have the right to fine, remove, suspend or expel the 
offender, as in his judgment the offense may justify. 


ARTICLE XVIIT. THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Section 1. The Championship of this League shall be contended for yearly 
by the clubs composing it. 

Section 2. The Championship season shall extend from such date in March 
or April to such date in September, October, or November as the League may 
determine at its stated or special meeting. 

Section 3. Every game played between two clubs, from the commencement 
of the Championship season to the completion thereof between such clubs, shall 
be a game for the Championship. 

Section 4. Within thirty (30) days prior to the close of the scheduled Cham 
pionship season (not including any playoff), no Club shall be permitted to trans 
fer or assign the contract of a player to another Club in this League. Any 
violation of the Sections of this Article shall subject each offender to a fine of 
One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, and a forfeiture of all games in which such 
player participated. 

Section 5. A tie game, or a game prevented by rain or other causes shall be 
played off on the same grounds on which scheduled on any open date during the 
same or subsequent series, the date to be optional with the home Club. The 
date of playing such postponed or tie game must be fixed at once by the home 
Club and thereupon the President of the League and the visiting Club shall be 
notified of the date so fixed and it shall become part of the regular Champion 
ship schedule. In the event such playoff is for the next day of the same series, 
the home Club shall, before 8:00 p. m. of the day of the tie or postponement, 
notify the visiting Club, and the umpires officiating in such series, and also 
notify the President. In the event a tie or postponed game results at night and 
is to be played the next night, the visiting Club, umpires and President shall 
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be notified before 9:00 a. m. the next day. If, however, all of the series of games 
scheduled on any grounds have been ended, and any such tie or postponed 
games remain unplayed, then such game or games shall, if possible, be played 
off on the grounds of the opposite Club on dates mutually agreed upon by both 
Clubs. However, if neither Club has another series with the other, the post- 
poned game or games must be played on the grounds where the postponement 
was made, if transportation and time make it possible. In the event the two 
Clubs involved cannot mutually agree upon such dates, then the decision as to 
such dates and as to whether or not it is possible for such game to be played 
shall rest with the decision of the President, and the two clubs involved shall 
play, or not play said games as directed by said President. 

Section 6. In all the details of Championship games that do not involve the 
rights of the visiting Club under the playing rules, but relate solely to such 
games as attractive exhibitions to the patrons of the home Club, the visiting 
Club shall defer to the wishes of the home Club; provided, nevertheless, that 
the home Club shall not be permitted to change the usual hour for the com- 
mencement of scheduled games in its particular city more than thirty (30) 
minutes without first having obtained the consent of the visiting Club thereto. 

Section 7. The visiting Club (for seorecard use) shall furnish the Secretary 
of the home Club the batting order, players and their numbers at least forty- 
eight (48) hours in advance of the opening of each series. Each manager shall 
furnish the Umpire In Chief at the home plate, at least three (3) minutes be- 
fore the advertised starting time of game, with two (2) copies of his official 
batting order (on cards furnished by the home Club). The home Club manager 
must be the first to deliver lineup of his team. The Umpire In Chief shall 
see that announcements of official batting orders are made to the press. 
(Amended October 15, 1948.) 

Section 8. No Club in this League shall be allowed to play any benefit game 
during the regular Championship season. 

Section 9. (a) In the event of a tie in any year for the championship, or for 
any second, third or fourth position in the League, one game shall be played on 
the next day, or as soon as train schedules will permit, to determine the final 
position of Clubs in the race. Grounds on which this deciding game shall be 
played shall be determined by the location of the teams at the time the cham- 
pionship season closes. Provided, however, that if the two Clubs find them- 
selves unable to agree, the President of the League shall toss a coin in the 
presence of disinterested persons, the fall of the coin to determine the location 
of playing the game. All other questions relating to the final standings of the 
Club or Clubs not covered by this Constitution, the standing resolutions or the 
playing rules shall be determined by the President. (Amended October 15, 
1948. ) 

(b) As to any game to playoff a tie after the end of the playing season for 
the championship or any other final standing between the teams in the League, 
all expenses of both teams, including transportation, hotel and exhibition ex- 
penses shall first be deducted from the entire gate receipts of all kinds, and the 
balance, if any, shall be equally divided between the two teams; and in the 
event the receipts are not sufficient to meet all the expenses, then the deficit 
shall be borne equally by the two Clubs involved. 

Section 10. During the Championship play in the regular playing season, no 
transfer of the place of play of any regularly scheduled championship game 
shall be made without the unanimous consent of the Board of Directors of 
this League. This Section 10, however, shall not apply to any postponed or 
tied games as covered in Section 5 above of this Article XVIII or otherwise 
in this Constitution, the standing resolutions or rules of play. 

Section 11. In all cases not covered by this Constitution, the standing reso- 
lutions or rules of play of the League, relating to the Championship play, the 
League shall be governed by the rules of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues, and any decision or rulings of the President shall be made 
in accordance therewith. 


ARTICLE XIX. FORFEITED GAMES 


Section 1. A Club shall be entitled to a forfeited game—to count in its series 
as a game won by a score of nine to none—in a case where the umpire in any 
Championship game shall award the game to such Club on account of the 
violation by the contesting Club of any section of the Constitution or plaving 
rules. In the event of a forfeiture for any reason the forfeiting Club shall 
incur a penalty of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars, and any damage suffered 
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by the nonoffending Club shall be paid out of such penalty. This amount shall 
be deducted after proper investigation by the President, and the balance of 
the fine, or the whole of the fine, where there shall be no such damage, shall be 
paid immediately to the Treasurer of the League. This One Thousand ($1,000.00) 
Dollars fine cannot be remitted, under any circumstances, except by the unani- 
mous vote of the League directors. In addition to the penalty above referred to, 
the captain or manager, or the person in charge of the offending team, shall 
incur a penalty of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, which shall be paid within 
five (5) days to the President of the League, said penalty not to be remitted 
under any circumstances. In case such Club penalty is not paid within ten 
(10) days after being imposed, the Club cannot participate in a Championship 
game. 
ARTICLE XX. REGARDING AMENDMENTS 


Section 1. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a three-quarters 
vote of the members (except as to those matters herein specified as requiring 
a unanimous vote) of the League at any annual meeting, or by the unanimous 
written or telegraphic vote and consent of the members at any time. 

Section 2. Any Article or Section of this Constitution may be suspended or 
rendered nonapplicable at any meeting of the members of the League by 
unanimous vote of all members of the League, and/or at any time by the written 
or telegraphic consent of all the members of the League. 


ARTICLE XXI. PROXIES 


Section 1. In the event that any Director representing a member of this 
League shall not attend a meeting of the Board of Directors he (or if he does 
not do so the member Club which he represents) shall be entitled to name a 
proxy or alternate. Such proxy or alternate, however, must be an officer, 
director, stockholder, or business manager of such Club. 


ARTICLE XXII. BYLAWS AND STANDING RESOLUTIONS 


Section 1. At the present time the League has no bylaws but does have 
Standing Resolutions. It is understood that wherever the word “bylaws” is 
at any time used herein, it is intended to refer and apply to any bylaws 
hereafter adopted and likewise to the present Standing Resolutions, or to any 
other Standing Resolutions hereafter adopted by the League. Any resolutions 
heretofore or hereafter adopted which apply to continuing matters are to be 
deemed Standing Resolutions even though not so specifically designated at time 
of passage. In all matters not governed by this Constitution, the Standing Reso- 
lutions adopted by the Board of Directors of the League shall prevail and 
govern the matters therein contained, and in all matters wherein the Constitution 
conflicts with any resolutions or rules, the Constititution shall prevail. (Amended 
October 15, 1948.) 

ARTICLE XXIII. PLAYOFFS 


Section 1. Inasmuch as the League has adopted by resolution, and may here- 
after adopt by a resolution, a method or methods for a playoff series, after the 
end of the regular Championship play, for a trophy and for the division of cer- 
tain pool monies in which playoff series the players shall be and are required 
to participate beyond the regular schedule season of that particular year in- 
volved, it is hereby provided as a part of this Constitution that as to said players, 
and as to their requirements to participate in the play and the division to them 
of any pool monies, reference shall be included in each player’s contract to this 
Article XXIII to the end that each player will thus be notified that there are 
requirements for such additional play, and that there are provisions for the 
division of certain monies in connection therewith. 


ARTICLE XXIV. RESULTS IN EVENT OF DEFAULT OF OBLIGATION 


Section 1. If a member be in default more than fifteen (15) days in payment 
of any obligation found to be due to the League, or any member thereof, or any 
fine or award, the officers of this League are authorized to deduct the amount 
thereof from any monies belonging to such member that may be or come into 
their possession, or if there be no such monies, then any and all other members 
of the League shall, upon notice from the President of the League, deduct such 
amount from any monies belonging or due such defaulting member, and such 
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amount shall be paid to the League, or to the person, organization or corpora- 
tion entitled thereto, through the President of the League. If any member 
shall fail to comply with a notice directing the withholding and payment of any 
such amount from funds of the defaulting Club that may be or come within its 
possession, the member so notified shall be fined the same amount as it was 
directed to withhold, and such fine shall be collectable in a like manner. 

Section 2. If a player, manager, umpire, official, or other person subject to the 
jurisdiction of the League, be in default more than fifteen (15) days in payment 
of any such obligations found to be due, or of any fine or award, he shall be sus 
pended until the amount due shall have been paid. 


ARTICLE XXV. WAIVER OF NOTICE 


Section 1. Notice of meetings of the members of the League and/or of the 
Board of Directors, as required by this Constitution, may be waived in writing 
by the members and/or Directors entitled to such notice. Special meetings of 
the members of the League and the Board of Directors may be held at any time 
or place upon the written consent of all the members of the League and/or of the 
Board of Directors, as the case may be. 


ARTICLE XXVI APPEAL FROM DECISION OF PRESIDENT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Section 1. Except as hereinafter provided whenever any ruling has been made 
by the President against any player, manager, or coach, when such player, man- 
ager, or coach so fined or suspended, or the President of the Club of which he is 
a member, may appeal in the manner herein specified to the Board of Directors 
therefrom. 

Section 2. The right of appeal, however, shall not apply to any fine not exceed- 
ing $50.00, and any suspension of not more than ten days, and shall not, in any 
event, apply when it is required that such appeal must be made to a superior 
baseball authority. Any club President may appeal to the Board of Directors 
against any penalty or any fine assessed against his Club for any alleged violation 
of the provisions of this Constitution, or any other violation or default. 

Section 3. All Appeals to the Board must be made within ten days of assessing 
of the penalty, and the Board may render its decision either by mail, telegraph, 
or sitting as a body. All penalties against a club and all penalties above a fine 
of $50.00 or suspension exceeding ten days, must be promulgated in detail to the 
other seven clubs at once, and their decision in cases of this kind shall be final, 
except only in cases which must be appealed direct to a superior baseball 
authority. 

Section 4. The Findings of the Board shall be final and under no circumstances 
shall they be considered reopened or inquired into by any subsequent Board. 


ARTICLE XXVII. EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 


Section 1. The League, upon a majority vote of its Directors present may elect 
to go into executive session for the transaction of its business, and at such 
executive sessions, no persons shall be present except the President-Treasurer, 
the Secretary and the Directors, or their duly authorized proxies 


ARTICLE XXVIII. RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTION 


Kach member of this League shall deliver to the League President a certificate 
oy its Secretary, if a corporation, trust, joint-stock company or other form 
of association or quasi-corporate nature, that on a date therein stated, at a duly- 
convened meeting of the stockholders or other beneficial owners thereof, they, 
on behalf of such member and of themselves, ratified, approved and confirmed 
this agreement and constitution of the Pacific Coast Baseball League, and agree 
to be bound by its terms. The seal of the corporation (or other organization), if 
it has one, shall be affixed to said certificate ; and if the member has no corporate 
seal, its secretary shall so state in the certificate. If any member is owned by 
an individual, a partnership, or other unincorporated group or association, each 
person financially interested therein shall execute and deliver, either jointly or 
severally, a like certificate that they ratify, approve and confirm this agreement 
and constitution and agree to be bound by its terms. Said certificates and a 
copy of this constitution, executed by each member, shall be deposited and kept 
in a safe deposit box in a bank located in the city wherein the League President 
has his office and approved by the Board of Directors of this League. (Article 
XXVIII adopted February 25, 1952.) 
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ARTICLE I. 
NAME OF LEAGUE 


Section 1.01. This Association shall be called the 
PIONEER BASEBALL LEAGUE OF PROFES- 
SIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS. 


ARTICLE II. 
OBJECT OF LEAGUE 


The objects of this League are: 


(A) To perpetuate baseball as the National 
Game of the United States, and to surround it 
with such safeguards as to warrant absolute 
public confidence in its integrity and methods. 


(B) To protect and promote the mutual inter- 
ests of the Professional Baseball Clubs and Pro- 
fessional Baseball Players; and 


(C) To establish and regulate the Professional 
Baseball Championship of our territory. 
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ARTICLE III. 
MEMBERSHIP AND LEAGUE REQUIREMENTS 


Section 3.01 The league shall consist of eight 
(8) clubs located in the following cities, to-wit: 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Boise, Idaho, Twin Falls, 
Idaho, Pocatello, Idaho, Idaho Falls, Idaho, Billings, 
Montana, Great Falls, Montana, Missoula, Montana, 
and such other clubs as may be from time to time 
elected to membership, as hereinafter provided. But 
in no event shall there be more than one (1) league 
club in any city. This contract shall be binding for 
five (5) years from January 1, 1957. 


Sec. 3.02. This League acknowledges allegiance 
to the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues, and hereby adopts all rules and regulations 
of said Association, in so far as they pertain to the 
management and conduct of Class “C” Baseball 
Leagues. 


Sec. 3.03. The requirements for admission into 
this League, in addition to election to membership, 
as hereafter provided, shall be the following, to-wit: 


(a) Two thousand five hundred dollars ($2500.00) 
for Franchise deposit. 


(b) A grandstand with a seating capacity 
at least thirty-five hundred (3500) persons. 


(c) A properly lighted field for playing night 
baseball, with at least 240,000 wattage. 


(d) A fenced playing field, with outfield fences 
not less than three hundred and thirty-five (335) 
feet from home plate at the closest point. 


(e) Satisfactory financial backing to insure 
operation for the current season and that the re- 
quirements of the National Association of Profe 
sional Baseball Leagues will be met and complied 
with. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


LEAGUE ORGANIZATION AND 
GENERAL GOVERNING RULES 


Section 4.01. In case a vacancy occurs in the 
membership of this organization during the cham- 
pionship season, the President shall nominate to all 
Clubs all applicants for membership, and the vote 
thereon shall be taken by telegraph or mail, as 
occasion may require, and a majority of all clubs 
will be required to admit any applicants to mem- 
bership. Such membership, however, shall continue 
only until the next annual meeting; but such clubs 
shall be subject to all the rules and requirements 
of this organization. 


Sec. 4.01 (a) A three-fourths vote of all the 
Directors of the Pioneer Baseball League shall he 
necessary to settle all disputes unless otherwise 
specified. 


Sec. 4.02. The membership of any club may be 
terminated: 


(1) By the resignation of such club duly ac- 
cepted by three-fourths vote of all the Clubs in 
neeting duly convened. 


(2) Failure to present its team at a time and 
place agreed upon to play any championship game, 
unless caused by unavoidable accident in traveling 
or otherwise. 


(3) Allowing open betting or pool selling on its 
grounds or in any building owned, occupied or con- 
trolled by it. 


(4) Playing any game of ball with a Club that 

is disqualified under the rules of the National Asso- 
ciation. 
(5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting 
to lose any game of ball, or failure to immediately 
expel from its team any player who shall be proven 
guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempt- 
ing to lose any game of ball, or of being interested 
in any pool or wager thereon. 


(6) Disbandment of its organization or team 
during any championship season. 


(7) Failure or refusing to fulfill any of its con 
tract obligations. 


(8) Failing or refusing to comply with any law 
ful requirement of the Board of Directors of this 
League. 


(9) Wilfully violating any provision of this Con 
stitution. 


(10)By a vote of three-fourths of the remain- 
ing clubs that for business reason such membership 
is no longer desirable. 


Sec. 4.03. To carry into effect the provisions of 
Section Two of this Constiutition the facts in any 
case covered by such sections must be reported to 
the President of the League who shall at once notify 
by mail or telegraph the party charged with the 
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specified default or offense, inquiring whether any 
dispute exists as to the facts alleged. In case the 
facts are disputed, the Board shall, after due notice, 
try the case under such regulations as they may 
prescribe and their finding shall be final and con- 
clusive when such findings shall be forwarded to 
each club, which shall transmit to the President 
written ballots, “For Expulsion” or “Against Expul- 
sion”; and if three-fourths of all the clubs vote ‘For 
Expulsion,” the President shall notify all Clubs of 
the forfeiture of membership of the party charged. 


Sec. 4.04. (a) The President shall be empow- 
ered from time to time to assess each Club its 
prorata share of the expense of the League. 


Sec. 4.04. (b) Each Club shall deposit with the 
Treasury of the National Association a sum equal 
to fifty per cent (50%) of the League salary limit, 
to be a guarantee fund, as provided for in Article X, 
Section 10.04 of the National Association agreement. 


Sec. 404. (c) Each club shall show evidence of 
Public Liability Insurance by delivering, to the 
League President, a properly executed Certificate of 
Insurance providing for a minimum of $50/100,000 
Bodily Injury Limits and $5,000 Property Damage 
Limits. 


Sec. 4.04 (d) The League President shall re- 
quire all umpires using their private automobiles 
on League business to furnish a Certificate of In- 
surance with the same limits stipulated in section 
4.04 (c). Should the limits be in excess of the 
normal limits carried, the additional premium will 
be paid by the League. 


Sec. 4.05 (a). The President of the League shall 
be empowered to issue such annual passes as he may 
deem advisable and for the best interests of the 
League, which annual passes shall be signed by the 
League President, and shall be honored at the gate 
in all cities comprising the League. 


Sec. 4.05 (b) In addition to the League passes 
provided in Paragraph (a) of this Section, the 
president shall be empowered to issue not to exceed 
Twenty (20) League passes in each League city to 
such persons as are designated by the owner or 
business manager in charge of the local club. 


Sec. 4.05. (c) Each club may issue local passes 
to its own grounds as it may desire, but not to 
exceed thirty-five (35). Local passes shall be hon- 
ored by the visiting team in the percentage compu- 
tation of gate receipts for settlement, that is to 
say, that if more than thirty-five (35) local passes 
are honored for any one game, the home club shall 
pay the visiting club its percentage on all passes 
over thirty-five (35). Passes issued to ladies on 
regularly scheduled ladies’ night shall not count in 
the above mentioned clause. No club shall have over 
one ladies’ night in each series. Ladies’ night shall 
be determined by “ladies free” plus service charge, 
said service charge to be split 60-40. The home club 
may have one ladies’ night with each visiting club 
during the season whereby the visiting club does 
not participate in the receipts from ladies admission, 
with a maximum of 40 cents. 


Sec. 4.05 (d) Each club may have Knot Hole 
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Gang Days as desired, and the age limit of such 
Knot Hole Gangs shall be up to and including the 
age of twelve (12) years. 


Sec. 4.05 (e) Each club may have seven pro- 
motional nights other than ladies nights during a 
season. The visiting club must be notified at least 
ten (10) days in advance and agreement reached 
on division of gate receipts if free or reduced ad- 
missions are a part of the promotion. The appear- 
ance of a national attraction (individuals appearing 
in other National Association Leagues) shall not 
be considered a promotional night. 
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ARTICLE V. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
OFFICERS AND DUTIES 


Section 5.01. An annual meeting of the Board 
of Directors of this league shall be held each year. 
The date of the meeting will be determined by the 
League President prior to October 1st of each year 
and such annual meeting will be held on or before 
November 15th of each year. Said annual meeting 
shall be an executive session and each club shal] 
be represented by its duly elected director or his 
official representative. 


Sec. 5.02. At the annual meeting, the League 
shall elect a President, Vice-President, and Board of 
Directors. The President shall be ex-officio Chair 
man of the Board of Directors. Should the office 
of President or Vice-President become vacant by 
death, resignation or removal, the Board of Directors 
shall, within one (1) week, elect a President or Vice 
President. The President of the League shall be 
elected for such a term of office as the Directors 
may determine at the time of his election, and it 
shall take six votes to elect him at its annual meet 
ing. 


Sec. 5.03. The Board of Directors shall consist 
of the President of the League and one member of 
the Directory of each Club. Each Club shall certify 
to the annual meeting the election of their respective 
members of the Board, and no person shall be 
qualified to act as a director who is not an actual 
member of the directory of the Club he represents, 
nor shall any Club, under any circumstances, be rep- 
resented by its Playing Manager or any of the 
players, nor by more than one person on the Board; 
provided, however, that if the Playing Manager is 
an actual stock holder of the Club he represents, 
this restriction shall not apply. 


Sec. 5.04. The Board shall have general super 
vision and management of all affairs and business 
of the League, and shall meet annually on the day 
fixed for the meeting of the League at the place 
where said meeting of the League is to be held, 
but may hold special meetings of the League wher 
ever urgent necessity may require. 


Sec. 5.05. In case of a vacancy in the Board, 
the Club of which he was a member shall designate 
his successor, and at once notify the President, but 
if such a vacancy is caused by the withdrawal, dis 
banding or disqualification of a club represented 
on the Board, the Board may fill the vacancy. 


Sec. 5.06. In the event that any Director is unable 
to attend any regular or special meeting of the 
3oard, the officers of the Club which he represents 
may designate another member of their directory, or 
any other League Director, to represent their Club 
at such meeting. 


Sec. 5.07. The President shall be Treasurer and 
Secretary of the League and as such shall be the 
custodian of all funds of the League and _ shall 
render a report of his accounts monthly during 
April, May, June, July, August and September. 
Quarterly reports will be rendered during the re 
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maining six months of the year. The fiscal year of 
the Pioneer League shall be from October 1 to Sep- 
tember 30. The President will receive as compensa- 
tion for his services an annual salary of $1,200.00 
payable in twelve equal monthly payments. In addi- 
tion to the above remuneration the President will 
be allowed $125.00 monthly for the payment of 
miscellaneous expenses incidental to his work. The 
Board shall require him to furnish a surety bond 
in the amount of $10,000, and any clerk or secretary 
handling league funds shall furnish a surety bond 
in the amount of $1,000, in both instances the 
premium to be paid by the league. 


Sec. 5.08. The President shall have authority to 
employ such assistants as may be necessary, sal- 
aries to be approved by the Board of Directors. In 
the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall 
perform the administrative duties herein specified. 


Sec. 5.09. When traveling on account of busi- 
ness of the League, the expenses of the President, 
his Secretary, or both, shall be paid by the League. 
The President shall be reimbursed for any other 
expenses actually incurred in the service of the 
League. 


921 


Sse 31 AN ra 








ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


ARTICLE VI. 


ADMISSION PRICES AND 
DIVISION OF RECEIPTS 


Section 6.01. Receipts from all admissions of all 
League games played during the regular champion- 
ship season shall be divided sixty per cent (60%) 
to the home club and forty per cent (40%) to the 
visiting club, after all admission taxes inclusive of 
extra charges for box seats have been deducted, with 
a guarantee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per 
scheduled or re-scheduled game, to the visiting club. 
The rain or postponed game guarantee shall be One 
Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 


Sec. 6.02. Two games shall be played on Memo- 
rial Day, Fourth of July and Labor Day, and the 
time of playing said games shall be left to the 
discretion of the home club. 


Sec. 6.03. (a) The price of admission to all cham- 
pionship games, including all taxes, shall be as 
follows: 


Adult Grandstand tickets at a minimum of 
seventy-five (75) cents and a maximum of 
One Dollar ($1.00), at the discretion of 
each club owner. 

Adult Bleacher tickets, a minimum of $.50 
and a maximum of $.65. 

Children Grandstand tickets, a minimum of 
$.25 and a maximum of $.50. 


Children (under 12) Bleacher tickets 25 
Ladies Night, Ladies tickets 40 
Student (High School) 

Grandstand, including tax 50 


Sec. 6.03. (b) The percentage of the visiting 
club shall be computed and paid on the basis of the 
following schedule: 


Adult Grandstand Admission paid $ .55 
Adult Bleacher Admission paid . 40 
Children Grandstand Admission paid . 20 
Children Bleacher Admission paid 15 

20 


Ladies Night, Ladies Admission paid 
High School Student Grandstand 
Admission paid ... 3d 
Sec. 6.04. Each Club shall provide a fenced field 
and shall police the field and furnish adequate police 
protection; and such field shall be adequately lighted 
for the playing of night baseball, and equipped 
with sufficient self-registering turnstiles to properly 
and adequately handle the patrons of said games. 
Sec. 6.05. Not more than two (2) games shall 
be played on any one day. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
SALARY AND PLAYER LIMITS 


Section 7.01. (a) The salary limit shall be thirty- 
four hundred dollars ($3400.00) per month subject 
to conditions of Section 18.04 of the National Asso- 
ciation Agreement. This shall not apply to the 
Manager. No club owner, officer, stockholder, Man- 
ager, Agent, (or any other person connected with 
any club shall make a direct or indirect agree- 
ment or arrangement with any player, other than 
that stipulated in the formal contract between the 
club and the player; and the player shall not receive 
from any source whatever any amount or sum or 
other compensation than such as is provided in his 
formal contract; provided that this restriction shall 
not be construed to prevent any player participating 
in the Shaughnessy playoff from receiving his pro- 
portionate share of gate receipts as may be provided 
by the Directors from time to time. All contracts 
with players shall be on forms prescribed by and 
furnished by the National Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Leagues, and shall contain all of 
the terms and conditions of the contracts between 
the Club and the player; and said contracts shall 
always be construed according and subject to any 
rules, provisions, and restrictions of said National 
Association. 


Sec. 7.01. (b) Only that part of the salary of an 
optional player as is paid to him by the optionee 
club under his contract with that club is to count 
in the salary limit except that not less than $150.00 
shall be charged when the player’s salary, as set 
forth in his contract with the optionor club, exceeds 
this amount. 


Sec. 7.02. If it be proved by any player or club 
that a club is violating the rules of the National 
Association, either as to player or salary limit, the 
President of the League shall impose the following 
penalties: 


(a) For the first offense there shall be im- 
posed a fine of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, 
and for the second offense, Two Hundred and 
Fifty ($250.00) Dollars. 


(b) The forfeiture of all games played by the 
offending club which may be won by said club. 


(c) The President or Board of Directors are 
authorized to employ any further method or 
methods that he or they may deem advisable for 
the protection and enforcement of the regulations 
governing the players and salary limit, and such 
additional penalties may be imposed as, in their 
discretion, may be merited. 


Sec. 7.03. Each club shall have the right to regu- 
late its own affairs, to establish its own rule and 
discipline, punish, suspend, or expel its own man- 
agers, players, or other employees, or do any other 
thing not in conflict with the Constitution or the 
playing rules of this League, and the rules of the 
National Association. 


Sec. 7.04. Every club of this League shall have 
exclusive control of the city in which it is located 
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and of the territory surrounding such city to the 
extent of ten (10) miles in every direction from its 
corporate limits, and no visiting club shall, under 
any circumstances, except with the consent of the 
local club, be allowed to play any club in such terri- 
tory, other than the League Club therein located. 


Sec. 7.05. The player limit for thirty (30) days 
after the opening of the season shall be twenty- 
four (24) players and thereafter sixteen (16) active 
players until twenty (20) days before the close of 
the season; if the manager be a playing manager, 
he shall be counted as one of the aforesaid number, 
but if he is not a playing manager he shall not be 
included or counted therein. 


Sec. 7.05 (a) In addition to the limits imposed 
above each club may carry reinstated NDS players 
in accordance with National Association rules. 


Sec. 7.06. No player shall be allowed to partici- 
pate in any game after the opening of the season, 
unless the President of the League has received his 
contract or has been notified of such contract having 
been made, stating salary and classification. If this 
rule is violated, the Club using such a player will 
forfeit the game by the score of 9 to 0. 


Sec. 7.07. Exclusive of the manager, each team 
may have on its roster at any one time four veteran 
players and must carry four “rookies.” 

For the purpose of clarification, the following 
definitions are hereby adopted: 

“Rookie”’—-A player without one year of serv- 
ice (ninety (90) days during the season) prior to 
the start of the current season. 

“Limited-Service”—A player who has not had, 
prior to the start of the current season, as much 
as three (3) years of service in organized base- 
ball, a year of service being defined as ninety 
(90) days of actual service during any season. 

“Veteran Player’—All other players are de- 
fined as veteran players. 


Any club violating this rule shall forfeit all 
games in which a player is used in violation hereof 
and the manager of the offending Club shall be 
fined the sum of Fifty (50) Dollars. No protest of 
a game shall be considered under this section unless 
filed within ten (10) days after the game is played. 


Sec. 7.08. (a) Any player for any reason, placed 
on a disabled list or the temporarily inactive list 
of any Club in this League during the champion- 
ship season, shall be out for a period of not less 
than ten (10) days, and salary of said suspended 
player shall not count in official salary limit. The 
President of the League shall be notified the same 
day of suspension. In case of players released by 
clubs, such players cannot be re-signed under four- 
teen (14) days. Any Club violating this provision 
and using such suspended or released players shall 
forfeit all games in which said player participated 
to the non-offending club by the score of 9 to 0. 


Sec. 7.08. (b) Optional players unlimited. Each 
club can carry as many as they please. 


Sec 7.08. (c) Section 190.2 National Association 
Suspended list “A”. When player may be suspended. 
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“A player under contract, or reserved, may be sus- 
pended without pay, or fined, by a Club or League 
for insubordination or failure to observe the rules 
of his club.” 


“A suspended player shall be ineligible to play 
with any club until such suspension shall have been 
removed by the suspending Club, or League, or by 
the President of the National Association or the 
Executive Committee.” 

Sec. 7.09. The allowances for meals for each 
player shall be $3.00 per day. 


Sec. 7.10. Every park in the League shall be 
equipped with a blank wall, painted dark green, 
placed back of center field, in line with the pitcher’s 
plate and home base. Such blank wall shall be fifty 
(50) feet long and shall extend twenty-five (25) 
feet each way, from a point on the centerfield fence 
to be determined by drawing a line directly through 
the center of the home base and the pitcher’s plate. 


Sec. 7.11. If any club shall be in arrears to the 
League for dues, fines or for any other cause for a 
period of over fourteen (14) days, said money shall 
be taken from the gate receipts or any money due 
that Club that comes through the President’s office 
from the offending club. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 
PER CAPITA AND SINKING FUND TAX 


Section 8.01. Each club shall be taxed on a per 
capita basis of five cents (5¢) on every adult grand- 
stand admission of seventy-five cents (75¢), or over, 
and on a per capita basis of two cents (2¢) on every 
adult bleacher ticket of fifty cents (50¢) or over, 
and on a per capita basis of two cents (2¢) on every 
high school grandstand ticket. 


Sec. 8.02. In addition to the per capita tax 
assessed in section 8.01, each club shall be taxed 
one-half cent on each adult grandstand and box seat 
admission. The receipts from this tax are to be 
deposited in a separate sinking fund account and 
are not to be used without the express consent of 
the Board of Directors with a three-fourths majority 
vote required to authorize any withdrawal. All 
amounts remitted for deposit in this fund will re- 
main the property of the individual clubs. In the 
event of withdrawal by any club from the League, 
all funds deposited will be refunded less a pro-rata 
share of any deductions previously authorized by 
the Board of Directors. 


Sec. 8.03. Any club which shall fail to send its 
check for the amount of its series assessment within 
ten (10) days after the close of the series, shall be 
fined the sum of Ten ($10.00) Dollars for each week 
that said club is delinquent on each assessment. 
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ARTICLE IX. 
UMPIRES AND SCORERS 


Section 9.01. A staff of umpires shall be selected 


by the President prior to the opening of the League 
season. 


Sec. 9.02. The President shall be allowed to 
expend for the salaries of said umpires a sum not 
to exceed Thirty-two Hundred ($3200.00) Dollars 
per month, and in addition to the regular monthly 
salary each umpire shall be allowed transportation 
from city to city or, in the event an umpire uses 
his own car for transportation, he shall be allowed 
the rate of 7 cents per mile. 

(a) They shall be under the sole control and 
direction of the President, from whom they will 
receive all assignments to duty, and all instructions 
regarding the interpretation of playing rules, and 
the President shall prescribe a proper uniform for 
them, all parts of which shall be worn while officiat- 
ing as umpires, and each umpire shall be allowed, 
in addition to other compensation, the sum of $1.50 
per week for cleaning clothes used in umpiring, 
which sum must be used for that purpose each week. 

(b) In the event of the failure of an umpire to 
umpire a game assigned to him, it shall be the duty 
of the President to provide a substitute to umpire 
said game, and in each case there shall be deducted 
from the next payment to the league umpire the pro- 
rata amount of his monthly salary in accordance 
with number of days absent, which, for any reason 
other than sickness (certificate by reputable physi- 
cian), or any reasonable delay or excuse, he shall 
have failed to umpire. 


Sec 9.03. It shall be the duty of each club to 
accept as umpire for any championship game such 
umpire or substitute as the President shall assign 
to such game, and only in the event of the failure 
of the umpires so assigned to appear at the hour 
for the beginning of such game shall the duty 
devolve upon the home club to designate from the 
players of the visiting clubs, on the bench and not 
in the game, one player, and from the home club, 
one player, both of whom must be accepted as the 
umpires for the game. Said umpire-players to be 
paid $2.50 each by the President to be deducted from 
the salary of the official umpire at fault. The 
umpire or substitute sent by the President must 
report to the local club at least three hours before 
the game time, and should he be ill, or for any other 
cause not able to umpire, he must also report; and 
failure to do so shall subject him to a penalty of 
Twenty-Five ($25.00) Dollars to be assessed by the 
President of the League. 

Sec. 9.04. Any umpire is subject to removal by 
the President who has ful! power to fill all vacancies. 

Sec. 9.05. The President of the League shall 
appoint and have entire supervision over all official 
scorers. He shall pay each scorer not to exceed five 
dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) per game played on 
the home grounds and scored and reported to the 
official statistician, and League President. Official 
scorers shall not be paid, however, until official 
statistician shall certify to the League President 
all scores are in to date of rendering bill. 
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ARTICLE X. 
FINES AND UNIFORMS 


Section 10.01. Any player or umpire assaulting 
player or umpire during the progress of a cham- 
pionship game, or after the gates are opened for 
spectators, may be fined by the President not less 
than Five ($5.00) Dollars nor more than Fifty 
($50.00) Dollars or suspended not less than five (5) 
days nor more than sixty (60) days, or both, in the 
discretion of the President, and shall be instantly 
removed from the enclosure and not permitted to 
participate in any championship game pending the 
decision of the President, or while under fine or 
suspension. Any player assaulting an umpire or 
umpire assaulting a player on or off the playing 
field, on account of any decision or dispute about 
a decision rendered by said umpire or penalty im- 
posed by said umpire on the ball field, shall be 
subject to penalties provided by this section. 


Sec. 10.02. Umpires shall have the right to remove 
players for any and all violations of the playing 
rules adopted by the National Association. Any 
fines or suspensions meted out by the President of 
the League upon any player or manager shall be 
enforced to the letter, but any player or manager 
has the right to appeal to the Directors of the 
Pioneer Baseball League. 


Sec. 10.03. Any player or umpire using profane 
or obscene language in the enclosure, after the gates 
are opened for spectators, may be fined by the 
President, not less than Ten ($10.00) Dollars or 
more than Fifty ($50.00) Dollars, or suspended not 
less than two (2) days nor more than thirty (30) 
days or both, in the discretion of the President, and 
shall be instantly removed from the enclosure and 
not permitted to participate in any championship 
game pending the President’s decision or while 
under fine or suspension. 


Sec. 10.04. Any owner, captain or manager of 
any club whom by his order or actions causes his 
team to leave the field, or causes the game to be 
forfeited, during the progress of a championship 
game shall be fined Two Hundred and Fifty 
($250.00) Dollars, which fine shall be paid to the 
President of the League. The defaulting team shal] 
also be required to pay to the innocent team the 
pro rata share of the game receipts, or the guaran- 
tee, in the event that said game is forfeited prior 
to the close of the fifth inning. 


Sec. 10.05. Any player put out of the game by 
an umpire may be subject to a fine and suspension 
by the President of the League and during his sus- 
pension, salary is to stop, and any club found violat- 
ing this rule shall be fined Fifty ($50.00) Dollars. 


Sec. 10.06. Any club failing to present its team at 
a time and place scheduled for a championship game 
unless caused by an unavoidable accident in travel- 
ing, shall be fined the sum of Two Hundred and 
Fifty ($250.00) Dollars in addition to any other fine 
herein provided, which shall be paid by the offend- 
ing club to the President of the League for the bene- 
fit of the club with which said game was scheduled. 
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Sec. 10.07. Any club reimbursing players for 
fines paid, or paying the fines of players imposed by 
the umpire, or President, shall be subject to a pen- 
alty to be paid to the President of an amount double 
the sum of the fine assessed against said player. 


Sec. 10.08. Upon conviction of any of the offenses 
prescribed in Section 2 of Article 1V as a cause of 
expulsion, the Board of Directors may, in the first 
instance (as a preliminary to, or in lieu of expul- 
sion) impose a fine of not less than One Hundred 
($100.00) Dollars, which fine may include a penalty 
payable to any club or clubs as an equivalent for 
damages sustained for such violation of this Con- 
stitution, or for the legislation or contracts made in 
pursuance thereof. 


Sec. 10.09. The home team shall always play 
in white uniforms (a pin stripe permissible), and 
each player shall wear the same colored cap and 
stockings. The uniforms of the visiting team shall 
be of a different color than those worn by the home 
club. Each player shall be designated by a uniform 
number on the back and after the teams are cut to 
16 men, players shall retain the same numbers 
throughout the season. For a violation of this 
section, the club whose member shall so violate will 
be fined Five ($5.00) Dollars by the President of 
the League, upon report to any captain or manager. 


Sec. 10.10. Any manager who permits his club 
to indulge in conduct on the field that is calculated 
to turn any scheduled game into a farce or burlesque 
shall be fined the sum of One Hundred ($100.00) 
Dollars and any player indulging in such conduct 
shall be fined the sum of Ten ($10.00) Dollars. 


See. 10.11. Any business manager that fails to 
furnish the city they appear in with a correct roster 
including names, numbers, and positions at least 
forty-eight (48) hours before game time of their 
first scheduled game in that city will subject his 
club to a fine of Ten Dollars ($10.00) upon receipt 
of such information by the League President from 
the offended club. 


a7 pt. 1 60 
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ARTICLE XI. 
DISPUTES AND COMPLAINTS 


Section 11.01. The Board of Directors shall be 
the sole tribunal, subject to the rules of the National 
Association and this constitution, to settle and de- 
ermine disputes between clubs; the facts to be 
submitted and the dispute adjudicated under such 
regulations as the Board shall prescribe in such 
case. The findings of the Board shall be final, and 
under no circumstances shall be reconsidered, re- 
opened or inquired into the League or any sub- 
sequent Board unless new evidence is produced. 


Sec. 11.02. The Board shall at once consider 
any complaint preferred by a club against a mana- 
ger or player of another club (prior to the expira- 
tion of the championship season), for conduct in 
violation of any provision of this constitution or 
prejudicial to the good repute of the game of Base- 
ball; and shall have power to fine, suspend, or expel 
such player or manager, provided that such com- 
plaint be preferred in writing, giving such particu- 
lars as may enable the Board to ascertain all 
the facts and transmitted to the President, by 
whom it shall at once be referred to the Board. 


Sec. 11.03. In case a player shall, during a cur- 
rent season, prefer a complaint in writing to the 
President of the League against the Club employ- 
ing him, alleging that such club is in arrears to him 
for salary for more than fifteen (15) days after 
such salary became due, the President shall at once 
transmit to the said club a copy of such complaint 
and require an answer thereto. On receipt of such 
answer, or if one week shall have elapsed without 
the receipt of an answer, President shall refer the 
papers in the case to the Board of Directors; and 
should the Board find the players’ complaint sus- 
tained, they shall require the club, under penalty 
of forfeiture of membership, to pay the player 
forthwith the full amount ascertained to be due him; 
provided that, should the player refuse to serve 
the club pending action by the Board on his com- 
plaint, he will thereby forfeit the benefit of the 
award, and in such case, the Board shall revoke the 
award. 


Sec. 11.04. The Board shall also be the sole 
tribunal for the hearing of an appeal made by any 
person who shall have been expelled, suspended or 
disciplined by the Club. The matter shall be pro- 
ceeded with in the following manner. Such person 
shall, within thirty (30) days after the date of 
expulsion, suspension, or discipline, by the Club, file 
with the President a written statement of his de- 
fense, accompaned by a request that an appeal be 
allowed him. The President shall notify the Club 
of the request for an appeal, accompanying such 
notice with a copy of the appeal, and at the next 
annual meeting, this club, by its duly authorized 
representatives, and the appellant in person, by at- 
torney, or by written statement, shall appear before 
the Board with their testimony. The Board shall 
impartially hear the matter and render the decision 
which shall be final, and forever binding on both 
club and player. 
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Sec. 11.05. No director shall sit in trial of a 
case in which his club is interested. 


Sec. 11.06. Any expense of trials or arbitra- 
tions shall be borne by the parties adjudged to be 
at fault. 


Sec. 11.07. No person or set of persons shall be 
alowed to own stock or any interest in more than 
one club in the League. 
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ARTICLE XII. 
PLAYING RULES AND SCHEDULES 


Section 12.01. This League shall adopt such 
playing rules as ordered by the National Associa- 
tion of Professional Baseball Clubs; and any rule 
or regulation of said Association governing the 
affairs of Class C baseball is hereby adopted and 
ratified as fully as though set forth verbatim herein. 


Sec. 12.05. Every game played between two 
clubs from the commencement of the championship 
season to the completion of the championship sea- 
son between such clubs, shall be a game for the 
championship and no club shall lend or exchange 
players to or with each other for any game played 
during the championship season. No _ exhibition 
game shall be played between the clubs of the 
League prior to the commencement of the regular 
scheduled championship season within the territory 
of any home Club, without permission of the 
President of the League. No Pioneer League Club 
shall schedule any exhibition game during the 
regular league season. 


Sec. 12.06. All tie or postponed games shall be 
played off either in the same series or the next 
succeeding series between the same teams on the 
same grounds and at a time to be mutually agreed 
upon, and if no agreement can be reached, then such 
games shall be played on the second day of the 
next succeeding series for which a game is sched- 
uled between such clubs, on the same grounds for 
which the postponed or delayed game was scheduled; 
provided further, that if there be no further series 
scheduled between the same teams on the same 
grounds and no agreement can be reached between 
the managers of the participating teams, the time 
and place of the play-off shall be designated by the 
President of the League. 


Sec 12.07. All championship games shall be 
arranged in a written schedule to be adopted by the 
League by a three-fourths vote, on or before March 
Ist of each year. No date in said schedule shall be 
subsequently changed except (1) by written agree- 
ment of the two clubs, when approved by the 
President who shall notify all the remaining clubs 
of such transfer by him from a date fixed by the 
schedule for a game between such clubs to another 
day prior to the first and subsequent to the last 
game of the same schedule series between said 
clubs; or (2) by the consent of three-fourths of all 
the League clubs. Provided, however, that no trans- 
fer of the games for any reason may occur during 
the last month of season, except by unanimous con- 
sent of every club in the League. 


Sec. 12.08. A Club shall be entitled to forfeited 
games to count in its series of games won by score 
of 9 to 0 in case the umpire in any champion- 
ship game shall award the game to such club 
on account of the violation by the contesting club 
of any section of this constitution; or any playing 
rule; or in the event of said forfeiture being caused 
by the withdrawal of the players during the pro- 
gress of the game, or by failure to report with its 
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team at the time fixed for the game unless a 
written notice has been received from the home club 
that the game cannot be played. 


Sec. 12.09. The Club, which shall have won the 
greatest percentage of games in the championship 
series shall be declared the championship club of the 
League. In the event that two or more clubs have 
won the same percentage of games, the President 
shall at once arrange a special game between or 
among such clubs and the game so played shall 
be included in the championship. In such cases 
only, the provision of the constitution prohibiting 
the playing or recording as championship games 
played after the expiration of the. championship 
season shall have non-effect. The emblem of the 
championship shall be a pennant, on which shall 
be inscribed, “Champions of the Pioneer League 
of Professional Baseball Clubs,” with the name of 
the club and the year in which the title was won, 
and the winner shall be entitled to fly the pennant 
until the close of the ensuing year. 


Sec. 12.10. The championship shall be decided 
in the following manner: After each match game 
played for the championship, the official scorer shall 
have prepared and forwarded to the President of 
the League a statement containing the full scores 
of the game, according to the system specified in 
the playing rules. The date, where played, the 
names of the clubs, and the umpires, provided that 
no tied or drawn games shall be considered a game 
for any purpose except the averages. In the event 
the official scorer fails to send such official score 
after each game, as above required, he may be 
fined Five ($5.00) Dollars by the President, for each 
game he fails to score, to be deducted from any 
sum due him by the League. Official scorers must 
furnish at their own expense substitutes who must 
be aeceptable to the League President. 


See. 12.11. At the close of the season the Presi- 
dent shall prepare a tabular statement of the games 
won and lost by each club, according to the state- 
ments so sent him, which statements shall be the 
sole evidence in the matter, and submit the same 
with the statement so sent him, to the Board, who 
shall make the report in writing and report the 
same to the J.erzue at its annual meeting. In mak- 
ine: the award the Board shall consider: 

(1) The tabular statement of the President. 

(2) Forfeited games. 

(3) Games participated in by clubs’ which 
have withdrawn, disbanded, or forfeited their 
membership without completing their champion- 
ship series with all other League clubs; such 
games shall be counted to the following extent: 
The Board shall ascertain the least number of 
championship games played by such club, with 
any club remaining in the League, and shall, 
from the first game participated in during the 
championship series by such retired club, count 
in the series of each League club a similar num 
ber of games; and all other games participated 
in by such retired club shall not be counted in 
the championship series; provided, that if such 
retired club shall have failed to play at least one 
championship game with every League club, all 
games participated in by it shall be thrown out 
entirelv. 
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Sec. 12.12. No championship games shall be 
played with any ball other than the official ball as 
adopted by the League, except by express consent 
of the President. 


Sec. 12.13. In the event of a protested game, 
said protest shall be accompanied by a check in the 
amount of Twenty ($20.00) Dollars, and in the 
event the protest is allowed by the President of the 
League the game shall be re-played from the point 
of protest, and the protesting club shall be re- 
funded its Twenty ($20.00) Dollars. All protests 
must be filed within twenty-four hours with the 
President of the League by the manager protesting. 


Sec. 12.14. In the event of any player being 
ejected from the first game of a double-header, he 
shall be eligible to play in the second game. 


Sec. 12.15. No inning of any regularly scheduled 
League game shall be started after 11:45 P.M. 


Sec. 12.16. Home clubs shall have the choice as 
to whether or not double headers will be played 
seven and nine or nine and seven. 
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ARTICLE XIII. 


POST SEASON PLAY-OFFS — 
PENNANT WINNER AWARD 


Section 13.01. Whenever the playing season 
shall be played in two halves, each half shall con- 
sist, as nearly as possible, of an equal number of 
games, the winner of the first half and the winner 
of the second half to play a post-season series. The 
details of the series shall be worked out between the 
two contesting clubs and the President of the 
League. 


Sec. 13.01. (a) If a game is postponed in the first 
half it must be made up in the first half on the 
grounds at which the postponement occurred if it 
is physically possible to do so. If make up on the 
grounds where the postponement occurred is im- 
possible then the game shall be made up in the 
second half, either as an off day pick-up or as a 
part of a doubleheader. Such postponed game will 
be entered in the records of the half in which it is 
actually played. The winner of the first and second 
half shall be determined on a percentage basis but 
in no event shall a game be washed off the second 
half schedule because of postponement during the 
first half. The winner of the first half shall be the 
club with the highest percentage on the date sched- 
uled as the ending of the first half. 


Sec. 13.02. That in the case of a tie in the first 
half of the season, one game shall be played to 
decide the winner, this game to be played in the 
town that wins the flip of the coin to be tossed by 
the President of the League, on the next time the 
two clubs meet in that town on whatever day they 
designate of that series, and must be played in the 
next current series; and that in the case of a tie 
in the second half of the season the game shall be 
played in the city that wins the flip of the coin 
within two days after the close of the season, the 
President of the League being required to flip the 
coin, and the home club to designate the day. Also 
a player to be eligible to play in the play-off must 
be on the roster of the club for not less than twenty- 
five days prior to the close of the season. 


Sec. 13.02. (a) In the event of an injury or 
other act beyond the control of a club, with the 
unanimous consent of the participating clubs, a 
player who has been on the active list less than 
twenty-five days may be declared eligible to par- 
ticipate in post-season games. 


See. 13.03. Gross receipts of all post-season 
games are to be actual total receipts after deduc- 
tion of taxes, excepting that reserved or box seat 
admissions are to be computed on the basis of 
adult grandstand admissions. 

From these gross receipts first must be paid 
regular League dues and the remainder to be 
divided as follows: 

In a split season, 10% to the league general 
fund, the balance to be split 50-50 between con- 
tending clubs on the basis outlined in paragraph 
one (1). In the event one club wins both halves 
of the split season, the players of that elub 
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shall receive a purse of $1,600.00. If different 

clubs win each half of the split season, the 

players of the club winning the play-off shall 
receive a purse of $1,000.00 and the players of 
the losing club shall receive a purse of $600.00; 

said purses to be paid by league members on a 

pro rata basis. 

If a straight season is played the pennant 
winner will be awarded a purse of $1,000.00, said 
purse to be paid by the League members on a 
pro-rata basis. 


Sec. 13.04. No Club shall directly or indirectly 
pay to any player any bonus or remuneration what- 
soever for his services in a post-series other than 
his regular salary, and the share of the post-series 
proceeds to which he may be entitled as a member 
of one of the contesting clubs in said series. Any 
Club violating this provision shall be fined the sum 
of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars. 


ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


ARTICLE XIV. 
AMENDMENTS AND SPECIAL MEETINGS 


Section 14.01. The League may, upon a majority 
vote of its members, elect to go into executive 
session for the transaction of business. 


Sec. 14.02. Special meetings may be called by 
the President on his own option or on the written 
call of four clubs. 


Sec. 14.03. Representatives of a majority of the 
clubs shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business, but a less number may adjourn from 
time to time until a quorum is obtained. 


Sec. 14.04. This agreement may be altered or 
amended by a three-fourths (4) vote of the rep- 
resentatives qualified to vote at the annual meeting 
and any section hereof may be suspended or its 
provisions made non-applicable by a unanimous vote 
by all the members of the League. Votes, for the 
suspension or the non-application of the provisions 
of this agreement, may by the members be cast at 
any qualified League meeting or by mail or wire, 
addressed to the President of the League. Any 
votes cast by wire must, within five (5) days there- 
after, be confirmed by letter over the signature of 
the member voting. 

(a) Any and all proposed alterations or amend- 
ments to this Agreement, by any member of the 
League shall be submitted in writing and sent by 
mail, addressed to the President of the League, at 
least thirty (30) days prior to the annual meeting. 
Thereupon, the President of the League, shall 
promptly transmit a copy of the same to each indi- 
vidual club member of this league. Any proposed 
alteration or amendments submitted after the thirty 
(30) day period, above referred to, shall require 
unanimous consent for consideration at the annual 
meeting before the same can be voted upon. 


Sec. 14.05. Order of business, unless suspended 
by a three-fourth (%) vote of the club members: 


(1) Convening of meeting. 

(2) Roll call of representatives present. 

(3) Election of new members. 

(4) Reading of minutes of previous session 


and approval of same. 


(5) Report of President and Board. 

(6) Report of committees. 

(7) Unfinished business. 

8) New business. 

(9) Amendments to the Constitution and the 


By-Laws. 
(10) Election of Officers. 
(11) Adjournment. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set 
our hands and seals this day of October 28, 1956. 


EDDIE LEISHMAN, 
Director, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Baseball Club 


ROBERT A. RANDALL, 
Director, Boise, Idaho 
Baseball Club 


J. P. HALIWELL, 
Director, Pocatello, Idaho 
Baseball Club 


E. F. McDERMOTT, 
Director, Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Baseball Club 


WILLIAM D. WISEMAN, 
Director, Twin Falls, Idaho 
Baseball Club 


HAROLD WALKER 
Director, Great Falls, Montana 
Baseball Club 


P. A. THOMSON 
Director, Billings, Montana 
Baseball Club 


NICK MARIANA, 
Director, Missoula, Montana 
Baseball Club 
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE SOONER STATE LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL 
BASEBALL CLUBS, 1956 


George Barr, 2442 E. 22nd St., Tulsa 14, Oklahoma, President 

Joe J. Magota, Box 1148, Muskogee, Oklahoma, First Vice President 
Matt Patterson, McAlester, Oklahoma, Second Vice President. 

Ed Williams, Box 800, Shawnee, Oklahoma, League Statistician 


BOARD OF CON TROL 


J. R. Gill, Paris; A. P. Shuman, Ardmore; Dave Sutton, Ponca City 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Ardmore: A. P. Shuman, Box 24, Ardmore, Oklahoma 
Lawton: A. W. Williams, Box 376, Lawton, Oklahoma 
McAlester : Matt Patterson, McAlester, Oklahoma 
Muskogee: Joe J. Magota, Box 1148, Muskogee, Oklahoma 
Paris: W. R. Gill, Box 326, Paris, Texas 
Ponca City : David J. Sutton, Box 1548, Ponca City, Oklahoma 
Seminole: T. J. Plummer, Box 1257, Seminole, Oklahoma 
Shawnee: O. N. “Gunner” Smith, Box 4045, Shawnee, Oklahoma. 
This Constitution as amended and approved at McAlester, January 8, 1956. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOONER STATE LEAGUE 
ARTICLE I. NAME 


Section 1. This organization shall be called the “Sooner State League of 
Professional Baseball Clubs.” 
ARTICLE II. OBJECTS 


Section 1. The object of this League shall be: 

(a) To perpetuate baseball as the national game of the United States, and 
to surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute public confidence 
in its integrity and methods. 

(b) To protect and promote the mutual interests of Profesisonal Baseball 
Clubs and Professional Baseball Players. 

(c) To establish and regulate the Baseball Championship of the Sooner State 
League. 

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. This League shall consist of eight clubs located in the following- 
named cities: Ardmore, Lawton, McAlester, Muskogee, Ponca City, Seminole, 
and Shawnee in Oklahoma, and Paris, Texas; and such other clubs as may from 
time to time be elected to membership therein. This compact will be for a 
term of twenty (20) years from a date unless dissolved by the unanimous vote 
of the Sooner State League and a Membership Certificate shall be issued to 
each Club, signed by the owners of every club in the league. 

Section 2. The Sooner State League shall, from year to year, retain its mem- 
bership in the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues and on 
or before September Ist each year, the President of the League shall remit to 
the Secretary of said Association a draft to cover the fee for membership and 
protection as required under Article XI National Association Agreement. 


ARTICLE IV. VACANCIES IN MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. In case a vacancy occurs in the membership of the League, the Presi- 
dent shall immediately appoint a committee of three of which he shall be a 
member to operate same for the League or to temporarily transfer it to other 
persons in the same city or to transfer to some other city, provided that such 
persons or city shall give satisfactory guarantee of continuing the membership 
and fulfilling all obligations. 

Section 2. Voting for membership in this League shall be by ballot, a majority 
vote being necessary for election. 

Section 3. The membership of any club herein may be terminated as follows: 

(a) By resignation duly accepted by a majority vote of all the clubs in a 
ineeting duly convened. 
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(b) By failure of any club to present its team at the time and place agreed 
upon to play any championship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident 
or delay 

(c) By the permission, on its grounds or in any building owned by any club, 
of betting, or pool selling, or by participating in any offer of conspiracy to lose 
a game of baseball, or the failure to suspend or immediately expel from the 
team a player of any club who shall be proven guilty of any of the above viola 
tions detrimental to the integrity of the game. 

(d) By the disbandment of any club of its organization or team during the 
championship season, unless such disbandment is sanctioned by the majority 
of the members of the league, because of circumstances beyond the control of 
the club 

(e) By the failure or refusal of any club to fulfill its contractual obligations 

(f) By the failure or refusal of any club to comply with any lawful require 
ment of this league, or by the wilful violation of any club of any provision of 
this constitution, or the legislation of playing rules made in pursuance thereof. 

(g) By a majority vote of all clubs, that, for business reasons, the member 
ship of any club is no longer desirable. 

Section 4. To carry into effect the provisions of Sec. 3 of this Article of the 
Constitution the facts in the case covered by any section must be immediately 
reported to the President of the League, who shall call a meeting of the League 
to determine the facts of the case and to take such action as the League, by a 
majority vote, shall deem advisable. The finding of the majority vote of all the 
ubs, except those concerned, shall be final and conclusive 

Section 5. The disposal of a controlling interest in any club by any individual 
owner or owners of their franchise must be acceptable to the League by a ma 
jority vote, and no franchise as now located in the Sooner State League can be 
removed to any other city without first giving five day notice in writing to the 
President of the League, who shall call a special meeting of the Directors to 
approve, or disapprove said transfer 


( 


ARTICLE V. FORFEITURI 


Section 1. (a) In the event any club shall forfeit its membership during the 
Championship season, it shall lose all rights and interests that it may have had 
to any money in the hands of the President, as a reserve fund 

(b) In the event any club shall forfeit its membership in this League during 
the Championship season, the President shall be authorized to use said club's 
share in all money he has in his hands to fill said vacancy and to carry the club 
until it is filed. If more money is needed, the President is authorized to levy 
assessment on the remaining clubs. 

(c) In the event any club shall be expelled from the League they shall forfeit 
all rights and interest that they may have had to any money in the hands of the 
President 

ARTICLE VI. OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 


Section 1. At its annual meeting, the League shall elect by a majority vote a 
President, and Ist and 2nd Vice President, whose terms shall be for the period 
for which they are elected 

Section 2. The President shall also perform the duties of the Treasurer and 
Secretary. He shall have the authority vested in the Executive Officer of any 
organization, and shall perform the duties of such and be responsible for such 
He shall preside at all meetings of the League but shall have a vote only in case 
of a tie, or to constitute a quorum. He shall have general supervision of the 
League and shall do and perform all things which shall become necessary to pro 
tect the League and to secure a strict compliance with the letter and spirit of 
this agreement by all parties who may be, or may become members of the League. 
An appeal from any of his actions or rulings shall rest with the League, except 
in the appointment and assignment of umpires and decisions on protested games, 
ruling on the conduct of players, their discipline and all regulations looking to, 
and preserving the order and dignity of the League 

(a) The salary of the president shall be fixed at the time of his election, 

(b) The president shall represent the League at the Annual Meeting of the 
National Association of Profesional Baseball Leagues and at such other meetings 
as the League may direct. All traveling expenses on such trips shall be paid by 
the League, as shall all the legitimate expenses of maintaining an office for the 
League. 
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(c) The President is empowered to bar from the League any player or umpire 
released by any other League for conduct prejudicial to the good of the game. 
He may expel from the League any player or umpire guilty of such prejudicial 
conduct, and no club shall be permitted to reemploy such player. The League 
shall assume all responsibility for legal proceedings that may arise in enforcing 
this provision. 

(d) The President shall keep a true account of all money received and dis- 
bursed by him and such other records as shall be necessary for the proper conduct 
of the League business. 

(e) The President at all times shall have access to the books of any club who 
is a member of this League, and whenever, in his judgment an emergency exists 
he shall have lawful right and due authority to take over such club, its books, 
accounts, obligations and accounts due and to manage said club taken over, for 
the best interests of the Sooner State League. 

(f) The office of the President of the Sooner State League shall be a bonded 
office. A corporate security bond in the amount of $10,000 shall be secured; the 
original bond shall be held by the first vice president and the cost of such bond 
shall be borne by the League. 

(zg) The President may be removed from office, after a thirty-day notice, by a 
majority vote of the Directors, if found guilty of conduct unbecoming the dignity 
of his position. 

Section 3. Should a vacancy occur in the office of President or Vice President 
during a playing season, the Board of Directors shall, within one week, at a call 
meeting, elect a new President; or shall by mail vote elect a Vice President. 

Section 4. The positions of Vice President shall be honorary, and only such 
persons may be elected to this office as have been previously connected with the 
League in the capacity of officer or member. 

(a) Traveling expenses shall be allowed Vice Presidents for duties pertaining 
to Official League Business. 

Section 5. The Presidents of the Clubs of the Sooner State League shall con- 
stitute the Board of Directors. 

Section 6. At the Annual Meeting the President shall appoint an auditing 
committee, consisting of two members, whose duties shall be to audit the accounts 
of the Sooner State League, and to make a report of their findings to league. 

Section 7. The President shall employ someone to act as League Statistician 
and charge such person with the responsibility of keeping a complete record of 
game and player statistics. Each club shall appoint an Official Scorer for all 
its home games. The Statistician shall have supervision of the Official Scorers, 
subject to the direction of the President, and shall furnish to the press and to 
each club a statement of the playing records and averages of all players in the 
League at the end of each quarter, the fourth and final issue coming as soon after 
the close of the season as possible. 

(a) The Official Scorers shall be supplied with the necessary blank forms from 
the League Office. It shall be his duty to forward to the Statistician the properly 
filled out box scores for every championship game within 24 hours after the 
conclusion of each game. 

(b) The amount per game paid the Official Scorers shall be decided upon by 
the Scorers and the club prior to the commencement of the championship season 
each year. No scorer shall be paid for any score reaching the Statistician later 
than 48 hours after the completion of each game, unless the delay is satisfactorily 
explained, nor shall the Scorer be paid for any score until all preceding games 
have been reported. 

Section & A Board of Control of three members, elected annually to have power 
of review and final action on league rulings (upon a written request by complain- 
ing clubs). Complaint of any or all clubs must be registered with Control Board 
within three (3) days after President's ruling. In case of Board Member being 
connected with complaining club, remaining two members shall appoint a third 
disinterested Director to decide particular case. 

(a) The President shall make all preliminary plans for all special events, 
All-Star game, Playoff, etc., and submit to Board of Directors for final approval 
and operations. 

ARTICLE VII. DUES AND GUARANTEES 


Section 1. At each Annual meeting the amount of the dues shall be fixed for 
the ensuing season, said amount to be paid by each club into the Treasury of 
the Sooner State League. 
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Section 2. No part of any club's reserve fund shall be withdrawn at any time 
during the ensuing season without written consent of the majority of the mem- 
bership of the League. 

Section 3. Except as otherwise provided, each club’s dues shall be $2,000.00 
(two thousand dollars) for the season payable in full April 1, either in cash or by 
a special escrow account under conditions as set out below. However, $100.00 
(one hundred dollars) shall be paid in on or before January 4 of each year for 
current expenses. 

(a) Special Escrow accounts shall be made under the following conditions: 

(1) That the Sooner State League function for the vear 1956, and has a mini- 
mum of six teams and a maximum of eight teams. $300 to be paid April 1, and 
April 15 and $200.00 each two weeks thereafter as long as the league is in opera- 
tion during the year 1956 under the sum of $2,000.00 league dues has been paid. 

(2) It is understood that should the (league member) after the start of the 
baseball season become financially involved and unable to complete the year that 
the balance left in this special escrow account be forfeited to the League. (3) In 
case that after the start of the baseball season the league should cease to func- 
tion on account of drop-outs of other members so that they would be unable to 
function, the balance of this money not paid out would revert back to the (league 
member ). 

(4) The (Bank and address) is hereby authorized to pay the amounts as set 
out above if the league is functioning as set out, drawing the draft on the 
(League member) Special Escrow Account. 

(5) This special escrow account is subject to cancellation and the money to 
revert back to the said (League member) if all the teams in the league do not 
pay in all of their $2,000.00 league dues. 


ARTICLE VIII. GAME RECEIPTS SETTLEMENT, HOLIDAY GAMES, GAME STATEMENTS 


Section 1. Each home club shall keep its championship game receipts in their 
entirety. 

Section 2. The starting times of games including doubleheaders in each city 
shall be submitted to the League President 10 days before the opening day and 
the president will in turn notify each club before the opening of the season. 
Changes will not be permitted unless the visiting club is in the city and can be 
notified. Otherwise the manager of the incoming club must be notified by wire 
or phone at least 24 hours before the scheduled game. 


ARTICLE IX. ADMISSION PRICES 
Section 1. Each club shall set its scale of prices for its home games. 
ARTICLE X. SALARY LIMITS 


Section 1. No club of this League shall have a total salary roll in excess of 
$2,600.00 monthly, exclusive of the manager; that these limits are effective from 
15 days after the opening of the championship season until 20 days before the 
close thereof. 

Section 2. Any club exceeding the salary limit shall be fined the sum not to 
exceed $500.00 in addition to any fine imposed by the National Association. 

Section 3. The President is directed to see that the salary limit provided for 
herein is enforced, and to that end he is authorized and empowered to require 
any club to present any of its books or papers to him at any time that he may 
direct, in order that the facts may be ascertained; and the President is further 
authorized and empowered to summon any player before him or his agent to be 
examined as to the terms of his contract and the amount that he is receiving 
from the club with which he is playing, both directly and/or indirectly. 

(a) The total salary of all active players on the club shall be computed in 
the salary limit, except in the case of an option player only that part of the 
salary as is paid to him by the assignee club under his contract is to count 
in the salary limit. 

(b) Each club must be prepared to turn over to the president or his agent at 
any time all records and papers which he may require in determining whether 
or not the club is within the prescribed salary limits. 
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ARTICLE XI. PLAYER LIMITS——-PLAYER RULE 


Section 1. For the period beginning 15 days after the start of the season 
and until the last 20 days of the season each club shall have on its active roster 
at all times during the season not less than eight “rookies”; of the remaining 
players seven may be “limited service” players. At no time shall a club be 
permitted to have on its active list more than 2 “veteran” players; nor shall 
there be more than 15 players. A “rookie” shall be defined as a player without 
1 year of service (90 days during a season) prior to the start of the current 
season; a “limited service” player shall be defined as a player who has not had, 
prior to the start of the current season, as much as 3 years of service (as.much as 
90 days in each of 3 years) ; and all other players shall be defined as “veteran” 
players. 

Section 2. Deleted. 

Section 3. Clubs are prohibited from acquiring the services of any player 
within 30 days of the close of the season if said player has a higher classification 
that class “D’’, and the services of no player regardless of classification shall be 
acquired by any Sooner State League club from any other Sooner State League 
club within 30 days prior to the close of the current season. Violation of this 
rule imposes a penalty on the club or clubs in an amount not to exceed $200.00. 

Section 4. At the beginning of the championship season, each club shall 
supply to the President a list of all players, and shall thereafter to the close of 
the season notify him promptly of all players signed or released or suspended. 
However, a player may be signed and used on the same day if his name appears on 
the roster submitted to the Umpire. Failure to notify the President of the 
League shall carry a fine not to exceed $200.00. 

Section 5. Deleted. 

Section 6. If and when a playing manager removes himself from a game, said 
playing manager may remain on the field as Coach. 

Section 7. Rules governing players contracts, discipline, salaries, etc., as 
prescribed by the National Association shall be complied with in this League. 

Section 8. The salary and player limits and player’s classification of this 
league shall be determined by the League at its Annual meeting, but shall not 
exceed the limits prescribed by the National Association. 

Section 9. Should any club during the playing season add or purchase a new 
player, said club shall have five playing days after said player has reported 
before cutting down to 15 men; no club to have more than one player on trial at 
one time. This rule excludes veterans and there shall be no second look. 

Section 10. When manager goes to the pitcher’s mound the second time in one 
inning the pitcher must be removed from the game. 

Section 11. The meal money allowed players and managers to be two dollars 


and twenty-five cents ($2.25) per day. 
ARTICLE XII. DISPUTES, COMPLAINTS, SCHEDULES 


Section 1. The Board of Directors shall be the sole tribunal to determine dis- 
putes between clubs, except such disputes as the President is authorized to settle. 
The findings of a majority vote of the Board of Directors shall constitute a final 
decision in all cases brought before them, from which there shall be no appeal. 

Section 2. No club member shall sit in trial of a case in which his club is 
interested. This is mandatory and must be enforced by the President. 

Section 3. This League shall adopt such playing rules as it sees fit; except 
that such rules shall not conflict with the Official Baseball rules adopted by 
the National Association. 

Section 4. The dates of the championship season shall be determined by the 
League at its annual meeting and a schedule of such games shall be drawn and 
presented to the League at a meeting not later than the 15th of March, of the 
year in which that schedule is to be played, such playing schedule to become 
the Official Sooner State League Schedule for that year, if adopted by a 
majority vote of the League. 

Section 5. All clubs must play all of their championship games in the city 
in which the Official Schedule requires them played, unless the League by 
unanimous vote permits a change. 

Section 6. Where the winner of a scheduled championship game in a city of the 
league has not been determined because of a tied, unfinished or postponed game 
of any series, then said game shall be played as a part of a double-header on 
the first or second day of the next series the visiting club plays in that city, 
unless with the consent of the President of the League, and some other date is 
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mutually agreed upon by the two clubs. In case a postponed game is to be played 
as a part of a double-header the home club shall notify the visiting club before 
8 p. m. on the day preceding the date on which the game is to be played, if, 
however, all of the series of games scheduled in any city have been ended and 
any game or games remain unplayed, then such game or games shall be trans 
ferred to and played, if possible, on the grounds of the opposing club on a date 
or dates to be determined by the club of the city where such games are to be 
played, provided, however no club shall play more than two doubleheaders in 
succession with the same club. Violations of above rule shall subject the guilty 
club or clubs to a fine of $300.00 each. 

Section 7. No championship game shall be played with any ball other than the 
Official Baseball adopted by this League. 

(a) The home club must furnish the visiting club with ten (10) acceptable 
balls for hitting practice and one (1) new ball for warmup. 

Section 8. At the close of the season the President shall have prepared a 
tabulated statement of the games played, won and lost by each club, according to 
the reports of the Official Scorers, which statement shall be the sole evidence 
in the matter, and he shall submit the same to the League at its Annual Meet 
ing. The winner of the Shaughnessy Playoffs shall be declared the winner of 
the Sooner State League. The emblem of the championship club shall be a 
pennant inscribed with the words, “Champions of the Sooner State League” with 
the name of the club and the year in which the championship was won and the 
championship club shall be entitled to fly the pennant until the close of the en 
suing year. 

ARTICLE XIII. PROTESTS 


Section 1. All protested games shall be decided by the President of the League 
and there shall be no appeal from his decision. Protested games shall be de 
cided by the President within 36 hours after the game has been played upon 
which the protest is made. 

In filing protests, the protesting club shall serve written notice of its in 
tention upon the contesting club and upon the umpire, setting forth in such 
notice grounds upon which the protest is made. The protesting club shall put 
up a fee of $25.00 and such fee shall be forfeited if the protest is not allowed 
Each club and the umpire shall submit a statement of the case by night-letter or 
telegram and the umpire shall also make recommendations. Clubs failing to 
have their evidence in the hands of the Presid ithin twenty-four hours after 
receiving such notice from the protesting club shall forfeit all rights and lose 
such games by default. All telegrams sent to the President in protested games 
must be prepaid. 

Section 2. Governing protests involving player limits and player classifica 
tions: 

(a) Each visiting club and/or home club shall, through authority vested in 
said clubs, manager, or whoever might be in active charge of either club, have 
the right to demand from the President or whoever might be in charge, a written 
list of players as per that date constituting the full and complete roster of each 
club, said roster shall include all active and suspended players of either club 
and classification of each individual player as of that date. 

(b) After due deliberation and examination, the manager of either the home 
or visiting club, having reasonable grounds to believe that the list furnished in 
either instance shows a violation of either the player limit or classification 
rules of the Sooner State League, then it is the duty of the complaining manager 
or managers to notify in writing, the Umpire in Chief, who will notify the 
Official Scorer that said game is being played under protest. The said com 
plaining manager, in writing, shall name the grounds upon which his protest is 
based, and the name of the players complained of in protest and give same to the 
Umpire in Chief. 

(c) Any game played under protest of which an official protest is not filed, 
and all facts of the case submitted to the Office of the President of the Sooner 
State League within three (3) days from the playing thereof, said protest shall 
be void on account of the prescribed time limit. If said protest or protests 
are allowed, each game thus protested shall be awarded to the nonoffending club, 
regardless of the score. In like manner said game or gumes shall be placed in 
the lost column of the offending club or clubs. 

(d) It is further provided, that after careful examination, the President 
of the Sooner State League finds that both protesting club and the club against 
which the protest is filed are both in violation of the player limit or player 
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classification rules of the Sooner State League, then the offending clubs shall 
be fined an amount not in excess of $200.00 each, and the game or games thus 
played by both clubs found guilty shall be placed in the lost column of each club. 

(e) A formal protest does not exist until notice of protest, with facts of 
protests, are filed with the President of the League within three (3) days of 
the playing of the game or games protested. 

(f) Any game or games played under protest must be filed before or during 
the game. When called on to furnish player list, always make list in duplicate 

Section 3. Whenever a manager protests a game because of alleged mis 
application of the rules, the protest will not be recognized unless the umpires 
are notified at the time the play under protest occurs and before the next pitch 
is made. 

ARTICLE XIV. UMPIRES 


Section 1. A staff of umpires shall be selected by the President prior to the 
opening of the season. The umpires shall be under sole direction of the Presi 
dent, from whom they shall receive all assignments to duty and all instructions 
regarding the proper uniform for them, all parts of which shall be worn while 
they are acting as umpires. 

Section 2. The President may remove any league umpire at any time and has 
full authority to fill vacancies 

Section 3. In the event of the failure of an umpire to umpire a game assigned 
to him, it shall be the duty of the President to provide a substitute to umpire 
said game, and in each case there shall be deducted from the next payment to 
the league umpire the sum of $5 for each game assigned to him, which for any 
reason, other than sickness (certificate by a reputable physician) he shall have 
failed to umpire. 

Section 4. In the event of the nonappearance of the assigned league umpire 
for the beginning of the game, or the absence, disqualification or inability, of 
the regular umpire to act, each club manager shall then select one of the sub- 
stitute players of the opposing club, on the bench and not in the game, and the 
two players thus selected shall be the duly authorized umpires for that game, 
and shall receive for their services from the President of the League $2.50 each. 

Section 5. Any club refusing to accept an umpire assigned by the President 
shall be fined not less than $100. This penalty in addition to and independent 
of any action that may be taken under other provisions of this constitution. 

Section 6. The President of the league shall notify the club president of fines 
assessed and players are to be given five (5) days from receipt of such notice 
for remittance of check or money order to the league President. 

Section 7. Any manager or any player who shall take hold of an umpire or his 
clothing to hold him or shove him, or who shall intentionally step on his feet 
shall be fined $50.00 and removed from the game, in addition to any penalty that 
might apply through National Association channels. 

(a) In all cases of serious outbreaks resulting in injury or flagrant in- 
dignities to an umpire, the President of the National Association shall have 
power to make a full investigation and authority to impose proper penalties 
upon the manager, players, officials, or clubs as the facts may warrant. 

(b) The umpire is not alone the representative of the individual league and 
its president, but is also the representative of the National Association and must 
be respected accordingly. He must be accorded full protection and assistan 
by every club, club official, manager and player during the period of his as 
signment in that city. Failing to do so, the President of the League, the 
President of the National Association or the Executive Committee may assess 
a substantial fine against and/or forfeit the franchise of the offending club 
and may fine, suspend, or place on the ineligible list offending or defaulting 
players and officials 

Section &. The umpire shall remove from the game any player guilty of using 
profanity on the playing field or guilty of indecent conduct Where in the 
opinion of the umpire profane or obscene language is used by a player or 
manager that is audible in the stands, he shall report same to the president 
who shall impose a penalty at his discretion, from which there shall be no 
remission. 

Section 9. The home club must furnish ample police protection to the umpire 
and the visiting club “or failure to furnish such protection to the umpire 
and visiting club, upon satisfactory proof to the president, the club shall be 
fined $50 for the first offense and $100 for each subsequent offense during 
the season, or in cases of serious outbreaks resulting in injury or flagrant 
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indignities to an umpire the President may refer the matter immediately to the 
National Association for handling. 

Section 10. In formulating rules for the government of umpires, the president 
shall prepare a schedule showing their routes and assignments. Such schedule 
shall be read, however, as to not to permit any umpire to remain in a city for 
a longer period than twelve consecutive days, 

Section 11. No umpire who severs his relations as such with this league shall 
be permitted to join any club therein as player or manager on its team, except 
by a majority vote of all clubs. 


ARTICLE XV. CONDUCT OF PLAYERS AND MANAGERS 


Section 1. The umpire may remove from the game any player or manager 
guilty of using profanity on the playing field or guilty of indecent conduct, 
rowdyism or for protesting too vigorously a decision of the umpire. The umpire 
shall report the same to the league president who shall impose a fine in the 
amount of $10 against a manager and $5 against a player, with suspension or 
increased fine for second offense, but in no case shall an umpire make recom- 
mendations to the League president with reference to the penalty. to be imposed. 

(a) Any player or umpire who frequents a place which is recognized as a 
rendevous of those who make wagers or books on athletic contests shall be 
disciplined by his club president or by the league president. 

(b) Any manager or captain who is guilty of turning any championship 
game into a farce, shall be fined the amount of $25 and his club shall be fined 
the same amount. 

(c) During the progress of a scheduled game, all players must remain on 
their own bench, except when properly at bat, in the field, or at practice under 
the instructions of the manager. This rule shall be enforced by the umpire 
subject to such disciplinary action as he shall see fit to enforce. 

(d) A player that has been expelled from the game by an umpire for any 
reason whatsoever, shall leave the immediate vicinity of the playing field and 
shall not enter the grandstand during such game until out of uniform. 

Section 2. Should any club of this league refuse to finish a game once started 
because of dissatisfaction with the ruling or rulings of the umpire or for any 
cause whatsoever, or any club owner or manager or captain refuse to allow 
a legally appointed umpire to officiate in a game or games to which he has been 
assigned by the president or which is scheduled to be played, said club shall 
forfeit the game to the opposing team and in addition thereto, shall be fined 
$100.00. The owner, manager, or captain of any club who by his order causes 
his team to leave the field during progress of a championship game shall be 
fined $200.00. 

Section 3. No person shall be allowed on any players bench during the progress 
of a championship game unless a member of the club in uniform, except execu 
tive in charge, and he shall not be allowed upon the playing field Neither 
shall players of the opposing team visit each others bench during the game. 
No other person than the above and policemen, the groundskeeper, one batboy 
for each club and one extra boy to look after the balls is allowed within the 
enclosure of the playing field. This rule applies to anyone vending soft drinks 
or anything else after commencement of the game, except in case of an overflow 
crowd. 

Section 4. Home clubs are required to wear white uniforms at home only 
When traveling anything but white can be worn. 

Section 5. Any club failing to present its nine at a time and place scheduled 
for a championship game unless caused by unavoidable accident in traveling 
shall be fined a sum of $150, in addition to any other fine herein provided, which 
shall be paid by the offending club to the president of the league for the benefit 
of the club with which said game was scheduled. 

Section 6. Any club reimbursing players or paying the fines of players for 
fines imposed by the president of the league shall be subjected to a penalty to 
be paid to the league of an amount double the sum of the fine so paid or re 
imbursed. 

Section 7. The umpire shall require players making the last play out, or last 
handling of the ball in play when the game ends, to return the ball to him, 
and the umpire shall return the ball to the home club. Any player failing or 
refusing to comply with this order shall be fined the sum of $2 for the benefit 
of the home club. 
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ARTICLE XVI. INTER-LEAGUE SERIES 


Section 1. Inter-league series may be arranged between this league and other 
leagues each season to begin not later than three days following the close of 
this league season. Such series shall be held strictly under the rules of the 
National Association. The date of said series and the details governing same 
to be agreed upon in writing between the presidents of the contending leagues 
at a date not later than September 1 of each year. 

No club shall directly or indirectly pay to any player any bonus or remunera- 
tion whatsoever for his services in an Inter-League Post-Series other than his 
regular salary and the share of the Post-Series proceeds to which he may be 
entitled as a member of one of the contending clubs in said series. Any club 
violating this provision shall be fined the sum of $300.00. 


ARTICLE XVII. MEETINGS 


Section 1. There shall be held two regular meetings of the League each year. 
The Annual Meeting shall be held on the third Sunday in November, and the 
Schedule Meeting the second Sunday in January. 

Section 2. At such meetings each club may be represented by one or more 
persons, but shall cast but one vote. 

Section 3. A representative of a majority of clubs shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business. Where a majority of clubs are not represented 
in person, proxies may be used and counted as if the clubs were present, but such 
proxies must be in writing or by telegram. 

Section 4. Special meetings may be called by the president of the league at 
his option and shall be called upon the written call of a majority of the clubs. 

Section 5. Upon a majority vote of its members the league may elect to go 
into executive session. 

Section 6. No player shall be admitted to League meetings as representatives 
of any club unless holding the proxy of that club or other purpose unless called 
before the league. 

Section 7. The following shall be the order of business unless suspended by 
a.majority vote of the clubs present: (a) Reading of minutes; (b) Report of 
Committees; (c) Election of New Members; (d) Election of Officers: (e) 
Amendment of Constitution: (f) Miscellaneous business; (g) Adjournment. 


ARTICLE XVIII 


Section 1. This constitution may be altered or amended at any regular meeting 
by a majority vote of the League. Any section of this Constitution may be 
suspended or its provisions made nonapplicable by unanimous vote at any league 
meeting. 

RULES 


At each Annual Meeting of the Sooner State League, by a majority vote of the 
members thereof, there shall be promulgated the rules as pertains to salary 
limits, player classification and player limits, admission prices and daily guar- 
antee to the visiting clubs established. These and any other rules thus adopted 
shall become a part and parcel of the Constitution of the Sooner State League 
for the year following the Annual Meeting of the League. 

Every club member of this league must herewith subscribe to this Constitution 
and by said act pledge itself, his club officials, managers and players to abide 
by all of its provisions and of all the legislation pursuant thereto and of the 
Laws, Rules and decisions of its president and of the Sooner State League of 
Professional Baseball Clubs. By said signature all clubs individually and col- 
lectively waive all right to action in court or to unwarranted or trivial pfotests 
on the acts of the League or its duly constituted officials. All clubs to be desig- 
nated by its city’s name regardless of official title, and upon acceptance of this 
Constitution in writing by the president of each club it is hereby agreed that any 
other rule or method which may have been at any time a part of any previous 
constitution of the Sooner State League is hereby abrogated. 





CONSTITUTION 
and 
BY-LAWS 
of the 
South Atlantic League 
of 


Professional 
Baseball Clubs 


Revised to include all legislation adopted 
up to and including the date of 
November 28, 1955 


(Subsequent legislation or Amendments to this 
document will be inserted following the last 
[Index] page. ) 
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CONSTITUTION 


_ NAME 
ARTICLE I 
Section 1 
This organization shall be called the South Atlantic 
League of Professional Baseball Clubs. 


OBJECTS 
ARTICLE II 
Section 1 

The objects of this League shall be: 

(a) To perpetuate baseball as the National Game 
of the United States and to surround it with such 
safeguards as to warrant absolute public confidence 
in its integrity and methods. 

(b) To protect and promote the mutual interests 
of professional baseball clubs and professional base- 
ball players. 

(c) To establish and regulate the baseball cham- 
pionship of the South Atlantic League. 


MEMBERSHIP 
ARTICLE III 


Section 1 Location — Duration 

This League shall consist of eight clubs located 
in the following cities to wit: Montgomery, Ala- 
bama; Augusta, Columbus, Macon, and Savannah, 
Georgia, Charlotte, N. C. and Columbia, South 
Carolina; Jacksonville, Florida; and such other 
clubs as may from time to time be elected to 
membership. This compact shall be for a term of 
five years beginning October 1, 1955, and renewed 
as of October 1, 1960, for a term of five years; 
October 1 being the start of each fiscal year. 
Section 2 Territorial Rights 

(a) Every club in this League shall have exclusive 
rights in and control of the city in which it is located, 
and of the territory surrounding said city to the ex- 
tent of ten miles in every direction from its corporate 
limits and no visiting member club shall, under any 
circumstances, except with the consent of the home 
club, be allowed to play any club in such territory 
other than the League club tuerein located. 

(b) No member shall change its location to any 
other city unless authorized by three-fourths of the 
members of this League. 


Section 3 Vacancy of League Franchise 

If a vacancy occurs in the membership of this 
organization during the championship season, the 
President shall submit to all clubs all applications 
for membership, and the vote thereon shall be 
taken by telegraph, or mail, or meeting at Presi- 
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dent’s discretion, as occasion may require and a 
majority of member clubs will be required to ad- 
mit any applicant for membership. 


Section 4 Voluntary Cessation 

If any club operating a franchise in this League 
shall notify the President of the League in writ- 
ing on or before October Ist after the current 
playing season is over, during the life of this 
contract, that it will not operate its franchise 
during the following season, then it shall be the 
duty of the President to cooperate with such club 
in trying to place the franchise with other parties 
in said city or some other city agreeable to the 
Directors. If and when such franchise is so placed 
prior to January 1, following said notice, the par- 
ties taking over the franchise of the surrendering 
club shall deposit their proportionate share of any 
then existing surplus in the League treasury not 
less than $1000.00. The President shall then re- 
turn to the surrendering club its proportionate 
share of the then existing surplus less any ex- 
pense incurred in placing said franchise or any 
indebtedness. Title to all players on the roster of 
the surrendering club shall rest in the League 
from date of notice. 


Section 5 Membership Assignment 


This League may, by a majority vote (exclusive of 
the assignor member), request in writing all facts and 
details of any proposed sale of membership herein, 
and if such request is made the assignee and assignor 
shall furnish to this League such information request- 
ed before approval of the sale. 


Section 6 Terminating Membership 
ae in this organization may be _ termin- 
ated: 

(a) By the resignation of a member duly accepted 
by two-thirds vote of all clubs in meeting duly con- 
vened. 

(b) By willful failure to present its club at a time 
and place agreed upon to play a championship game. 

(c) By allowing open betting or pool selling upon 
its premises or any building owned or occupied by it. 

(d) By playing a game of baseball with a club 
that is dincuditiies under the rules of the National 
Association. 

(e) By offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting 
to lose any game of baseball, or failure to immediate- 
ly expel from its team any player who shall be proven 
guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempt- 
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ing to lose any game of baseball, or of being interest- 
ed in any pool or wager thereon. 

(f) By failing or refusing to fulfill its contract 
obligations. 

(g) By wilfully violating any provision of this 
constitution or by-laws. 

(h) By unanimous vote of the remaining clubs 
when such membership shall no longer be desirable. 


Section 7 Forfeiture or Alternative 

To carry into effect Section 6 of this Article, the 
following procedure shall be followed: 

(a) Before the membership of any club may be 
forfeited, a written specification of the alleged cause 
for forfeiture shall be sent to such club, by registered 
mail, and such club shall be required to file, in 
writing, its answer thereto, within such time, not 
less than ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30) 
a as the Board of Directors of this League may 
order. 


(b) Promptly upon receipt of such answer, or up- 
on the failure of the defendant club to file such an- 
swer within the time limited therefor, a special meet- 
ing of this League shall be called to hear and decide 
the issues involved, and to determine whether a for- 
feiture of such membership or other penalty shall be 
declared. 

(c) Notice of the time and place of such special 
meeting, and a copy of the charges and answer, shall 
be sent registered mail, not less than ten (10) days 
prior to the date of such special meeting, to each 
member of this League, including the defendant club. 


(d) The hearing shall be held in accordance with 
the By-Laws and Rules of this League, and such 
other rules and regulations as the Board of Directors 
may prescribe. Such rules shall always recognize 
the right of the defendant club to be represented by 
its officers and counsel, and to present evidence and 
argument material to the matters and issues involved. 


(e) In lieu of forfeiture of membership, this 
League may, by a majority vote of its members, the 
interested club not voting, impose a fine or other 
penalty, commensurate to the act, default or offense; 
and in this event, in addition to such fine or other 
penalty, this League shall also award and direct rea- 
sonable and adequate compensation (or if not exactly 
ascertainable, then a reasonable penalty) to be paid 
by the defendant club, to any person, club or organiz- 
ation this League may find to have been injured or 
damaged by the act, default or offense of the defend- 
ant club, its officers, employees or agents. This is 
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in place of forfeiture and the maximum penalty 
which may be imposed in any case shall not exceed 
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 

(f) Any club failing to complete any season dur- 
ing the life of this contract, or which abandons its 
territory, shall forfeit all right or claim to guarantee 
deposits and to any part of any surplus funds in the 
treasury of this League at the time of such failure or 
abandonment; and to any right, title or interest in the 
‘ranchise theretofore held by it, together with said 
club’s interests in the contracts of all players under 
contract to it. All of the heretofore said interests 
vesting immediately in the South Atlantic League. 


Section 8 Return of Equity 

(a) In the case of cessation caused by reason of a 
lease of playing field being cancelled by a munici- 
pality owning same, the League is to return to the 
club thus terminating its membership, its pro-rata 
share of the equity in the League funds, at the time 
of cessation. 

(b) In the case of a membership being terminated 
under regulations of Article 3, Section 6 (b, c, d, e, 
f, g, h,) of this instrument, no return of equity in the 
League funds shall be made to the club thus having 
its membership terminated. 


MEETINGS 
ARTICLE IV 
Section 1 Annual Meetings 
(a) The annual meeting of the League shall be 
held on the 3rd Monday in October at such hour 
and place the President shall determine in the 
city next in rotation by alphabetical order with 
Savannah the 1953 site. With the proviso that the 
President by majority vote of League members 
may advance the annual meeting date. 
(b) The host club shall bear the expense of any 
entertainment exclusive of the members’ expense such 
as travel and hotel. 


ection 2 Special Meetings 

(a) Special meetings of this League may be 
called by the President or Board of Directors 
whenever deemed advisable and shall be called 
upon the written request of four (4) members of 
this League, such call to state the names of the 
members requesting the meeting and the business 
to be transacted. No business other than that ex- 
pressly stated in the call of any special meeting 
shall be transacted at such meeting, except by 
unanimous consent of all members of this League. 
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Section 3 Representation 


Each club shall be entitled to two representatives 
at any meeting, one of whom shall be the League 
director of the club and the other, a duly qualified 
representative. 


Section 4 Players Barred 


No player or manager shall be admitted to meet- 
ngs of this League as representative of any club, un- 
less a qualified director of the League or holding the 
proxy of that club to represent and vote for such club 
for which he may hold proxy. 


Section 5 Proxy 


A member may be represented at any meeting of 
this League by proxy given to another member of 
this League, if a certificate of appointment of such 
proxy signed by an officer of such member shall be 
filed with the President of this League before or when 
the meeting shall be called to order. 


Section 6 Quorum 


A representative of a majority of the member clubs 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness, but a less number may adjourn from time to 
time until a quorum is obtained. 


Section 7 Executive Session 


This League may, upon a majority vote of its mem- 
bers, elect to go into executive session for the trans- 
action of its business. 


Section 8 Voting Power 


Each member, regardless of how many represen- 
tatives it may have at any meeting of this League, 
hall have only one (1) vote. Upon demand by any 
.nember, the vote in question before the League shall 
be by written ballot. 


Section 9 Regulation 


Except as this League may otherwise order, no 
person other than the President of this League shall 
give out any information regarding matters consid- 
ered or transacted at meetings of this League, or 
any business ef the League not exclusively the con- 
cern of the person or club giving such information. 
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Section 10 

Order of Business — Annual or Regular Meeting 

1. Call to order. 

2. Presentation and filing of proxies, and roll call. 

3. Reading of minutes of preceding meeting and 
action thereon. 

4. Reports of the directors, officers and commit- 
tees and action thereon. 

5. Election of new members. 

6. Amendment of constitution, by-laws and rules. 

7 

8 


a 


Unfinished business. 

. Schedule adoption. 
9. New business. 

10. Election of officers. 
11. Adjournment. 


DIRECTORS 
ARTICLE V 


Section l Appointment 


(a) The Board of Directors shall consist of the 
President of this League and one member of the di- 
rectory or an officer of the corporation operating 
each club. 

(b) The board shall have the general supervision 
and management of all affairs and business of this 
League. The League President will be chairman. 

(c) In case of a vacancy on the board, the club 
which was represented by the vacated director, shall 
designate the successor, and shall, at once, notify the 
President. However, if such vacancy is caused by 
the withdrawal, disbanding or disqualification of a 
club represented on the board, the board shall fill 
the vacancy. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS JURISDICTION 
ARTICLE VI 

Section 1 

(a) The Board of Directors shall have final juris- 
diction within this League to hear and determine all 
natters, disputes, claims and complaints within this 
League. The Board, generally, shall adjudicate all 
issues of law or fact arising out of or involving this 
Constitution or By-Laws. 

(b) The Board of Directors has authority to grant 
a rehearing. 


Section 2 Authority on Defaults 


If a member be in default in payment of any ob- 
ligations found to be due to the League or any mem- 
ber thereof, the Board of Directors is empowered to 
authorize and direct the officers of this League to de- 
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duct the amount thereof from any monies belonging 
to such member that may be or come into their pos- 
session, or if there be no such monies, then any and 
all other members of this League shall, upon notice 
from the President of this League, deduct such 
amount from any monies belonging to or due such 
defaulting member, and such amount shall be paid 
to the League or the person, organization or corpora- 
tion entitled thereto, through the President of the 
“eague. If any member shall fail to comply with a 
10tice directing the withholding and payment of any 
such amount trom funds of the defaulting club that 
may be or come within its possession, the member so 
notified shall be fined the same amount as it was 
directed to withhold and such fine shall be collect- 
ible in like manner. 


Section 3 Restriction 


A Director and/or a representative thereof, may 
be present at the trial of a cause in which his/their 
club is interested, but he/they shall not participate 
therein except as a witness. 


Section 4 Expense of Trials 


Any expense of trials or arbitrations shall be borne 
by the parties adjudged to be at fault. 


OFFICE AND OFFICERS 
ARTICLE VII 
Section 1 
The officers of the South Atlantic League shall be 
a President, and a Vice-President. They shall be 
elected at the annual meetings of this League for a 
term of one year, or more, at the direction of the 


Board, or until their successors are duly elected and 
qualified. 


Section 2 


(a) The President shall also serve as secretary and 
treasurer of this League and shall serve as custodian 
f all funds of this League and shall render a report 
f his account at the annual meeting or at any meet- 
ing where he has received ten (10) days notice of re- 
quest by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. 

(b) The treasurer is authorized to make disburse- 
ments of funds without authority from the board of 
directors for the following purposes only, to wit: 
Umpires’ salaries and expenses; salaries of official 
scorers; office supplies; telephone and telegraph ser- 
vices; secretarial expenses and salary; traveling ex- 
yenses; president’s bond; president’s salary; auditor’s 
Fee: prizes and entertainments; legal expenses and 
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such other items incidental to the operation of this 
League. 

(c) The secretary shall be allowed to appoint a 
deputy to act as secretary. 

(d) The President shall be chairman of the board 
and shall be chairman of all committees unless other- 
we provided. The President shall vote only in case 
of a tie. 

(e) The President shall be this League’s represen- 
tative at the meetings of the National Association of 
*rofessional Baseball Leagues and at all other meet- 
ings or hearings at which this League may be en- 
titled to representation, subject to the Board of Di- 
rectors. If the President is unable to attend such 
meeting or hearing, the Board of Directors will 
designate a member of the Board as the League 
representative. 

(f) The President shall have general supervision, 
subject to the Board of Directors of the affairs and 
business of this League, the protection of its in- 
terests, the enforcement of the constitution, by-laws 
and rules of this League, including the playing rules. 
The President shall also have such other powers as 
the directors may prescribe. 


Section 3 Vacancy 


If the office of the President shall become vacant 
at any time, the Board of Directors shall elect the 
Vice-President or any other person to fill the vacancy 
until the next annual meeting, or until his successor 
is elected and qualified, or may call a special meet- 
ing of this League to fill such a vacancy and for 
such terms as the directors may fix. 


Section 4 Salary and Bond 


(a) The salary of the officers of this League shall 
be fixed at the annual meeting for each year or such 
period of time that the directors shall affix or desig- 
nate and the terms shall commence on the date of 
the annual meeting. 

(b) The President shall be bonded in the sum of 
110,000.00 (ten thousand dollars) and the bond shall 
be delivered and held in custody for the League by 
the Vice-President. The annual audit shall designate 
said bond specifically. 


Section 5 League Records 


Annually and whenever required by the Board of 
Directors, each officer shall render full and true ac- 
count of the affairs and business of this League and 
all records, accounts and property in his custody and 
control; and immediately upon expiration of his term 
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of office, each officer shall fully account for and 
deliver to such person as the League may order, all 
records, papers and securities and property of this 
League in his custody or for which he is responsible. 


Section 6 League President Expenses 


Should any club in this League during the cham- 
pionship season, or at any time, request the presence 
of the President in its city, the expenses of the Pres- 
dent shall be paid by the club so requesting his 
presence. All telegrams and telephone calls to the 
League shall be paid by the sender or caller and all 
replies to telegrams shall be sent coliect. 

Section 7 


Committees and Committee Expense 

If a committee be named by the President, to 
study, recommend or investigate any matter of 
League business, members of such committee shall 
be reimbursed for expenses. 

(a) Committee members shall receive transpor- 
tation allowance of 7¢ a mile, or first class trans- 
portation. 

(b) Committee members shall have their hotel 
expenses paid and shall receive $7.50 per diem for 
meals and incidental expenses. 


Section 8 Removal of Officers 

Any officer of this League, failing to do his duty 
may be removed from office by a three-fourths 
majority of the Board of Directors. 


Section 9 League Office 

The President shall maintain an office for the 
League in the city of the current President’s 
choice and all legitimate expenses of said office 
shall be met by the League. 


Section 10 Auditor 

The books, accounts and records of this League 
shall be audited each year and copies of the report 
presented to all members upon completion of said 
report or submitted to the membership not later than 
its annual meeting. 


LEAGUE FUNDS ——SOURCES OF REVENUE 
ARTICLE VIII 
Section 1 Operating Account 
(a) All funds derived by the League from any 
source, shall be combined in an account under the 


name of South Atlantic Baseball League and de- 
posited in a bank designated by the directors at the 
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annual meeting. All expenses of the League shall 


be paid out of this account. 


(b) Each club shall remit and the President 
shall accept and deposit in this account a sum as 
prescribed by the Board of Directors at the an- 
nual meeting: 

1. All fines and forfeitures assessed against 

clubs, players and umpires. 

2. The League’s share of receipts from all-star 

game or games. 


Commissions from telegraphic service and 
any other commissions. 
Funds derived from authorized sale of any 
League property. 
The League’s share of receipts from any 
postseason series. 
Section 2 Emergency Fund 

The South Atlantic League shall establish an 
Emergency Fund to be used at the discretion of the 


directorate on a majority vote. Te 
Said fund shall be raised by contribution of 


three per cent of each net dollar of paid admis- 
sions on championship games, the net dollar be- 
ing defined as gate receipts, exclusive of box seat 
premiums, after deduction of federal and state 
admission taxes. 

The aforesaid 3% is to be remitted to the 
league treasury within 24 hours after each series, 
accompanied by game statements certified by the 
home club. 

Section 3 Non-Operating Funds 


Funds paid into the League treasury for club 
mileage proration and designated sums paid by the 
clubs to form the “pennant fund” shall be deposited 
in the general account and disbursed to the clubs in 
the approved manner and amounts by the President 
of this League. 


> 
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Section 4 Mileage Proration 

Proration of mileage shall be adjusted on a 
basis of 35¢ per mile rate allowance as set forth 
by the Board of Directors, and not later than 15 
(fifteen) days prior to the close of the season 
the President shall furnish a statement showing 
the amount due to and the amount to be remitted 
by each club. 


Section 5 Pennant Fund 

Not later than 15 days prior to the close of the 
season, each club shall be assessed the sum of two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) to provide a pennant 
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fund of $2,000.00 (two thousand dollars.) Of this 
amount in the pennant fund the pennant winning club 
will receive twelve hundred dollars ($1,200.00) and 
the second place club will receive eight hundred dol- 
lars ($800.00). These amounts to be paid to the re- 
spective clubs must be divided among the players of 
the two clubs. 


Section 6 Penalties 

Any club which shall fail to pay its assessments at 
the time provided for, shall be fined the sum of ten 
dollars ($10.00) for each week of delinquency. 


CONSTITUTION CHANGES 
ARTICLE IX 


Section 1 

This constitution may be altered or amended at 
the Annual Meeting by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers. Any section of this constitution may be sus- 
pended for the season, or amended, by unanimous 
vote between Annual Meetings and not otherwise. 
Said votes may be cast by telegraph, mail or at any 
duly called meeting as the President may elect. 
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_ 


BY-LAWS 


CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON AND 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 


ARTICLE 1 
Section 1 Definitions 


The members of the South Atlantic League shall 
contend annually for the championship of this Lea- 
gue. Championship games shall be played under the 
official playing rules in effect pursuant to adoption 
by the National Joint Rules Committee of Profes- 
sional Baseball. 


Section 2 General Rules 


This League shall adopt such playing rules, mis- 
cellaneous rules and umpire rules as its Board of 
Directors may direct, not to conflict with the Official 
Playing Rules. 


Section 3 


The epee season shall extend from such 
dates in April or May to such dates in August or Sep- 
tember as the League may determine. 


Section 4 Schedule 


All championship games shall be arranged in a 
written schedule to be adopted by the League by 
three-fourths vote before the opening of the season. 
No date in said schedule shall be subsequently 
changed except the home club shall have the right 
to set up or postpone any scheduled game during the 
season, by playing said game at an earlier or later 
date, by mutual consent of both involved clubs. 


Section 5 Titular Games Only 


Every game between two clubs of this League from 
the commencement of the season shall be a game for 
the championship. All championship games must be 
scheduled for nine innings, except in the case of 
doubleheaders, when one game scheduled for seven 
innings is permissible. Not more than two games 
may be played in one day. 

Section 6 Championship 

(a) The team which shall have won the greatest 
percentage of games in the championship season 
shall be declared the champion of the South Atlantic 
League. 

(b) In the event that two or more clubs have 
won the same percentage of games, then the 
League President shall at once arrange one 
special game, or games, if more than two 
clubs are involved, between the tied clubs to de- 
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termine the pennant winner. The site or sites 
shall be determined by a flip of a coin, and gross 
receipts less admissions taxes shall be equally 
divided. In case of tie involving 1st or 4th place, 
a single playoff game shall be played. Otherwise 
position shall be determined by flip of a coin. 
The game or games if more than two clubs are 
involved, so played, shall be included in the cham- 
pionship rating of such clubs and count in de- 
termining any awards. In such cases only, the 
provisions of this constitution prohibiting the 
playing and recording as championship game or 
games played after the expiration of the normal 
championship season, shall have non-effect. 


Section 7 Emblem of Championship 


The emblem of the championship of this League 
shall be a pennant on which shall be inscribed: 
“Champions of the South Atlantic League,” with the 
name of the club and the year won. The winner 
shall be entitled to fly the pennant until the close 
of the ensuing year. 


Section 8 Final Determination 


(a) At the close of the season the League President 
must provide and submit same to the directors, a 
tabular statement of the games won and lost by each 
club, according to statements sent him by the official 
scorers, which statements shall be the sole evidence 
in the matter of determining the champion. 

(b) In making the championship award the Board 
shall consider: 

1. The tabular statement of the President. 

2. Forfeited games. 

38. Games participated in by clubs which have 
withdrawn, disbanded or forfeited their mem- 
bership without completing their championship 
series with other League clubs and such games 
shall be counted to the following extent: The 
Board shall ascertain the least number of games 
played by each club with any club remaining 
in the League and shall, from the first game 
posHeipated in during the championship season 
»y each retired club, count in the series of each 
League club a similar number of games partici- 
pated in by such retired club. Provided, that 
if such retired club shall have failed to play at 
least one championship game with every League 
club, all games participated in by it shall be 
thrown out entirely. 
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DRAWN, CALLED AND POSTPONED GAMES 


ARTICLE II 
Section 1 


(a) All tie, drawn or postponed games shall be 
played off on the same ceeds on a date chosen by 
the home club. In the event that there are no more 
scheduled dates for the playing off of a postponed 
contest on the home grounds of a club and the two 
clubs are scheduled for a subsequent series on the 

rounds of the “Visiting Club” then it shall be man- 

atory that all postponed contests between the two 
clubs be re-scheduled for the first available dates 
when next the two clubs meet on the home grounds 
of the original “visiting club.” 

(b) If said playoff is to cccur during the current 
series, notification of the date and starting hour 
shall be given to the visiting manager and umpires 
before 12 o'clock noon of the day following such 
postponement. 

(c) If said playoff is to occur in a subsequent 
series, notification of the date and starting hour shall 
be given to the visiting club and League President 
at least 48 hours in advance. 

(d) Games which are tied or drawn shall not 
count as games played. 

(e) Players averages shall be computed and recog- 
nized in all tied or drawn games of five innings ot 
more. The official scorer shall send in the tabulated 
score of all games or parts of games. 


DOUBLEHEADER GAMES 
ARTICLE III 
Section Il 

(a) One game shall be played as a nine inning 
game and the other may be a seven inning contest. 

(b) It shall be discretionary with the home club 
as to which game shall be the seven or nine inning 
contest. 

(c) In the event of a night doubleheader the first 
game shall commence not later than 7:15 P. M. ex- 
cept because of delay due to an Act of Providence or 
causes beyond control. 

(d) The last game of a doubleheader must be start- 
ed regardless of the hour if, in the opinion of the 
Umpire-in-Chief five completed innings can be 
played before the hour set for curfew. (Either by 
local law or National Association rules.) 


Section 2 Light Failure 


Any game which has become a regulation game in 
accordance with the Official Playing Rules, which is 
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interrupted »y light failure, shall be resumed from 
the point of interruption at the next meeting of the 
two clubs on the same grounds. 


FORFEITS 
ARTICLE IV 
Section 1 


(a) If the Umpire-in-Chief of any game, the Presi- 
dent, or the Board of Directors of this League shall 
declare a game forfeited, it shall count in determin- 
ing the championship of this League, as lost by the 
club at fault and as won by the opposing club, by a 
score of nine runs to none. 

(b) The box score, up to the point of forfeit shall 
be included in the League records except that if the 
club in the lead is declared loser, the pitcher of the 
club shall be charged with the loss, and the pitcher 
of the other club declared the winner. 


Section 2 Basis 


A game may be forfeited to the non-offending club 
by the Umpire, the President, or the Board of Direc- 
tors for the following reasons: 

(a) Ineligible Players 

For a club using a player in a game who is in- 
eligible for any reason, under the rules of the Na- 
tional Association, or the rules for the regulation of 
all games in this League (Article VII). 

b) Failure to Play 

1. For a team leaving the field during progress of 
game. 

2. For failure to present the club at the time and 
place scheduled for a championship game unless 
caused by an unavoidable accident in traveling. 

8. For refusing to finish a game once started, be- 
cause of dissatisfaction with any rule or rules of 
the umpire, or for any cause whatsoever. 

4. For any club owner, manager or captain refus- 
ing to allow a legally appointed umpire to of- 
ficiate in a game to which he has been assigned. 


PROTESTED GAMES 
ARTICLE V 


Section 1 Basis of Protest 

A game may be played under protest, provided the 
protest is based upon a violation of the Constitution, 
By-Laws or Rules of this League which permit it, or 
upon an Umpire’s misinterpretation of or failure to 
comply with, apply and enforce the Official Playing 
Rules. No protest shall be considered that involves 
only the accuracy of an umpire’s judgment and de- 
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cision on a play or other matter of fact, not a 
point of Rules. 


Section 2 Rules for Filing Protest 


No protest will be entertained by the President on 
a question of playing rules unless it is made by the 
Manager or Captain of the offended club at the time 
the play occurs thus giving the umpire an opportunity 
to reverse a decision in error without affecting the 
game. When the protest is officially filed with the 
Umpire-in-Chief, he shall immediately notify the Of- 
ficial Scorer and the spectators. 


Section 3 President’s Decision 


(a) No protest shall be entertained by the President 
unless it is filed within 24 hours after the game is 
finished. The Manager or Captain of the protesting 
club shall submit in writing to the President the evi- 
dence or argument upon which protest is made, after 
having given the umpire and the Manager or Captain 
of the opposing club verbal notice of the protest at 
the time it was made per Section 2 of this Article. 

(b) The President shall render a decision on all 
protests within 10 (ten) days after the game has been 
played upon which the protest is made. Each club 
shall have the right to appeal from the decision of 
the President to the Board of Directors. 


Section 4 Refusal to Complete Game 


If the protesting club fails to complete the game 
as directed by the umpire, or to file said statement 
and evidence, as above provided, the protest shall be 
null and void, and shall not be considered by the 
President. 


Section 5 Effect of Decision 


The decision of the President may require that the 
protested game be replayed on a date to be fixed by 
the decision, play beginning with the same players 
if possible as at the time of protest, as to number of 
innings to be played, number of outs, players on 
bases, balls and strikes called, etc. or may make such 
other disposition of the protest, as the facts, in the 
opinion of the President may warrant. 


PLAY-OFF 


ARTICLE VI 
Section 1 


Commencing the day following the closing date 
of the South Atlantic schedule, there shall be a 
a Play-Off Series. 
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Section 2 Competing Clubs 

(a) The team finishing first in the regular sea- 
son shall play one game with the team finishing 
third. 

(b) The team finishing second in the regular 
season shall play one game with the team finish- 
ing fourth. 

(c) At the conclusion of the above sudden-death 
first round, the winners shall play a best two out 
of three series to determine the play-off cham- 
pion. 

Section 3 Sites 

In the opening round, the clubs finishing the 
regular season with the highest percentage of 
games won shall be the home clubs. In the cham- 
pionship round, the surviving club finishing the 
regular season with the highest percentage of 
games won shall be the home team in the first 
game, with the remaining necessary game or 
games to be played on the grounds of the oppos- 
ing club. 

Section 4 
Starting Times and Admission Prices 

(a) Regular season starting times and not less 

than regular season prices will prevail. 


(b) No doubleheaders shall be played. 
Section 5 Receipts 


(a) The gross receipts, less all prevailing admis- 
sions taxes, together with an itemized statement of 
receipts shall be remitted to the President immedi- 
ately after each game. 

(b) Distribution: The President will make follow- 
ing distribution of said receipts: 

10% to the League treasury. 

10% to the players’ pool. 

. Salaries and expenses of officiating umpires and 
official scorers to the proper parties. 

4, The sum remaining after the above deductions 
in each series shall be divided equally between 
the participating clubs. 

Section 6 Players’ Pool 


(a) The total players’ pool from all games shall be 
returned to the two clubs participating in the final 
series. 

(b) 75% of this pool will be delivered to the win- 
ning club. 

(c) 25% of this pool will be delivered to the los- 
ing club. 

(d) The clubs will distribute the amounts among 
oe players as directed by a majority vote of the 
players. 


WON r 
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Section 7 Contracts 


The Play-Off Series in this League is a part of 
the regular season’s schedule and players’ and 
umpires’ contracts are extended to cover the final 
completion of all Series games. 


Section 8 Eligibility 


A player eligible to participate in the Play-Off 
Series must have joined the club and be eligible 
to play 30 days prior to the beginning of the 
series, and remains with the club during the 
balance of regular season. No other player shall 
be eligible except by unanimous vote of the 
Directors of the League. 


Section 9 Inter-League Series 


(a) Inter-League series may be arranged be- 
tween the South Atlantic Baseball League and 
other Leagues each season, to begin not later 
than three days following the close of the South 
Atlantic League Play-Off Series. Such series shall 
be held strictly under the rules of the National 
Association and under the Board of Control of 
said Organization. The date of said series and 
the details governing same to be agreed upon in 
writing between the Presidents of the contending 
Leagues. 

(b) No club shall directly, or indirectly, pay to 
any player any bonus or remuneration whatso- 
ever for his services in the Inter-League Series 
other than his share of the proceeds to which he 
may be entitled as a member of one of the contest- 
ing clubs in said series. Any club violating this 
provision shall be fined the sum of $1,000.00. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR ALL GAMES 
ARTICLE VII 


Section 1 Eligibility 

(a) No player shall be allowed to participate in 
any game after the opening of the season, unless the 
President of the League has been notified by wire or 
otherwise, stating date of contract and his salary. 
Violation of this rule shall subject the violating club 
to forfeiture of the game. 
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(b) No player who is not bona fide the sole prop- 
erty of the club for which he plays, except those on 
optional or conditional sale, shall participate in this 
League. Violation of this rule shall subject the vio- 
lating club to forfeiture of the game. 

(c) No player who has been released by any 
club in this League, or by any club in any league 
of equal or higher classification or player pur- 
chased from equal or higher classification, within 
30 days of the close of the season shall be eligible 
to participate in any championship games in this 
League until the season next following the sign- 
ing of his contract. Such player may be allowed 
in uniform on the bench and may be used in prac- 
tice, to warm up pitchers, and to perform such 
other services as the manager directs, except 
coach and take part in the actual game, and pro- 
vided that his presence on the bench does not give 
the club more than the number of players allow- 
ed by the rules of the National Association. A 
club using such player shall ‘be subject to forfeit- 
ure of the game. 

(d) A non-playing manager, as well as a playing 
manager, shall be permitted on the coaching lines. 

e non-playing manager may coach without neces- 
sity of being placed on the active list and he is not 
counted in the player limit. A playing manager may 
remove himself from the game as a player and return 
to the coaching box as a coach at any time during the 
game. 

(e) If a playing manager be on the suspended list 
he is prohibited from actual participation in the game, 
but this in no way affects the discharge of his man- 
agerial duties. 

(f) A player or manager removed by the umpire 
from the first game of a doubleheader shall be eligi- 
ble to return for the second game of the double- 
header. 

(g) A player who is suspended shall be kept off 
the playing field during said suspension. 


Section 2 Lineups 

(a) A uniform lineup card shall be provided by 
the League and used by both teams when playing 
any championship, play-off or post season game. 

The President shall determine the information 
to be contained on the face of the lineup card. 

(c) The manager shall prepare three (3) cards for 
each game, one for the umpire, one for the opposing 
manager, and one for himself. The umpire’s copy is 
to be forwarded to the League President at the 
President’s direction. 
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Section 3 Ground Rules 

(a) Each club is charged with the responsibility 
of having printed on the backs of the lineup cards, to 
be used in its park, the ground rules in effect in said 
park. Failure to comply with this Section, shall sub- 
ject the offending club to a fine of $25.00. 

) Any change whatever in the ground rules, 
from those printed on the lineup cards, shall be 
brought up for a thorough discussion and under- 
standing between the managers and umpires prior to 
the start of the game. 


Section 4 Baseballs 


(a) Not later than thirty (30) minutes before the 
scheduled start of each game the home club shall 
deliver to the Umpire-in-Chief twelve (12) official 
South Atlantic League baseballs, eight (8) of these 
balls must be new and the others in a condition ac- 
ceptable to the Umpire-in-Chief. 

(b) The Umpire-in-Chief shall have sole charge of 
balls used in the game. 

(c) The home club must provide the Umpire-in- 
Chief with such additional balls as may be necessary 
to insure continuous operation of the game. 

(d) The umpire shall require the player making 
the last play out, or last handling of the ball in play 
when the game ends, to return the ball to him. Any 

layer failing or refusing to comply with this shall be 
a the sum of $5.00 for the benefit of the home 
ciubD. 

(e) All balls in possession of the umpire at the 
close of the game must be returned to the manager 
of the home club. 

(f) The League President may grant permission 
for the use of other than official South Atlantic 
League balls in an emergency. 


Section 5 Lights® 


(a) The lights shall be inspected before any night 
game is allowed to start. 

(b) If more than ten (10) light bulbs are our, 
and are not replaced at the direction of the umpire, a 
fine of $10.00 for every light over ten (10) that is 
out shall be assessed against the club for each day 
until the lights are replaced. 

(c) Any daylight game incomplete when darkness 
sets in shall be completed under the lights. When 
deemed advisable by the Umpire-in-Chief it shall be 
mandatory for the home club to turn on the field 
lights to complete said game. 


°NOTE: SEE ARTICLE III, SECTION 2 - 
LIGHT FAILURE 
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Section 6 Delays and Intermissions 

It is provided that there shall be an intermission 
of twenty (20) minutes between the first and second 
games of a doubleheader. In case of rain, there 
shall be an additional wait of thirty (30) minutes 
before the umpires shall consider calling off the sec- 
ond game. After a wait of fifty (50) minutes, if the 
rain has ceased or is letting up, and in the opinion 
of the umpires there is a chance of playing, it is 
advisable to wait another thirty (30) minutes. How- 
ever, if in the opinion of the umpires there is no 
chance of continuing the game after a wait of the 
designated fifty (50) minutes, the umpires shall de- 
clare the game off. Unless rain is actually and vis- 
ibly too severe to justify the action, the umpires 
should make a survey of playing conditions on the 
field before announcing that the game is called off. 


Section 7 Curfews 


(a) Curfew on Night Contests: 

No inning of any night game shall be started after 
12:50 A. M. of the day following that on which the 
game has been scheduled. 


(b) Curfew on Sunday Contests: 


No inning of any Sunday game shall be started 
later than 6:50 P. M. 


(c) Notification of Curfews: 

Prior to the opening of each season all member 
clubs shall file with the League President at the time 
of his request the Sunday curfew hours prevailing 
in their respective cities. 


Section 8 Failure to Play 


(a) Any club whose owner, captain or manager 
who by his order causes the team to leave the field 
during the progress of a championship game and be- 
fore it becomes a regulation game according to the 
Official Playing Rules shall be fined $1,000.00 which 
fine shall be paid to the President of the League and 
remitted to the opposing club. The game will be 
subject to forfeiture to the non-offending club. 

(b) Any club failing to present its team at the time 
and place scheduled for a championship game unless 
caused by an unavoidable accident, Act of Provi- 
dence, or other cause acceptable to the Board of 
Directors shall: 

1. Lose the game by forfeiture. 

2. Be fined the sum of $1,000.00, said amount to 

be remitted by the President of the League to 
the opposing team. 
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3. Be subject to penalties contained in Article 3, 
Section 6. 

(c) Any club willfully failing to complete any 
ame after it has been officially started because of 
issatisfaction with any rule or rulings of the um- 

pire shall subject itself to forfeiture of the game. 

(d) Any club refusing to allow a legally appointed 

umpire to officiate in a game or games to which he 
has been assigned by the President, or which is 
scheduled to be played, shall subject itself to forfei- 
ture of the game. 


Section 9 Farcical Game 

A manager permitting his club to indulge in any 
conduct calculated to turn any scheduled game into 
a farce or burlesque shall be fined $250.00 and any 
ean indulging in such conduct shall be fined 


Section 10 Speeding up Play 

The President shall issue directions and rules for 
speeding up play at his direction. Failure to abide 
by these directions or rules, will subject offenders to 
a fine of $5.00 for each offense. 


UMPIRES 
ARTICLE VIII 


Section. 1 Selection 

A staff of League umpires shall be selected and 
placed under contract by the League President be- 
tore the opening of the championship season. 


Section 2 Reserve List 

The President shall place on the National Associa- 
tion Reserve List the names of the umpires on whose 
services he desires to retain an option for the en- 
suing season. 


Section 3 Salaries 

(a) The number of umpires and the salary to be 
paid the umpires shall be determined by the Presi- 
dent. The umpires shall be allowed transportation 
from city to city as detailed in their assignments, 
also any incidental expense which may be deemed 
necessary. 

(b) Advancing money to any umpire by a club or 
owner shall be a violation of the rules of this League. 
A penalty of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) shall be 
assessed and collected from such club or any repre- 
sentative thereof for such infraction. 
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Section 4 Competency 

Violation by an umpire of the Constitution, By- 
Laws or Rules of this League, of his contract, or of 
the Official Playing Rules, or improper conduct on 
or off the playing field, shall subject him to dis- 
charge, fine, suspension or ineligibility, as the Presi- 
dent may determine. 


Section 5 Control and Direction 

Umpires shall be under the sole supervision and 
direction of the President, from whom they will re- 
ceive all assignments for duty, and all instructions 
regarding the interpretation of the playing rules. The 
President shall prescribe a proper uniform for them, 
which must be worn while they are officiating as 
umpires. 


Section 6 Discharge — Insubordination 

Any League umpire is subject to removal at any 
time by the President who has complete authority 
to fill all vacancies. 


Section 7 Spring Training 

(a) Each year, prior to the opening of the sea- 
son, the League President shall hold a rules interpre- 
tation meeting with the League umpires and _ shall 
give the umpires such special instructions as he shall] 
see fit. The League President shall prepare copies of 
the rules interpretations and special instructions to 
umpires, and shall furnish each club member with 
copies. 

(b) The League President is authorized to have 
the League umpires to report two weeks prior to the 
opening of the championship season for the purpose 
of rules interpretation meetings and assignments to 
ere Spring exhibition games of the member 
clubs. 


Section 8 Substitutes 

(a) In the event an umpire is unable to officiate 
in a game assigned to him, it shall be the duty ol 
each club to accept, for any championship game, such 
umpire or substitute as the President may assign. 

(b) Umpires shall report for games to which they 
are assigned at least one hour before the time set for 
starting the game and if prevented or delayed from 
reporting at least thirty (30) minutes prior to the 
time scheduled for the commencement of a game. 
shall notify the home club as soon as possible. 

(c) If, at the hour appointed for the beginning ot 
the game, a League umpire or substitute shall not 
have appeared, the managers of each club shall se- 
lect one substitute player of the other club to act as 
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umpires for that game. In all cases where players 
act as umpires they shall receive the sum of Five 
Dollars ($5.00) each, to be paid by the League Presi- 
dent and deducted from the salary of League um- 
pire at fault if in the opinion of the President such 
League umpire was not absent due to bona fide 
sickness or injury. 


Section 9 Restrictions 


An umpire who severs his relations as such with 
this League may be permitted to join any club in the 
League as a player or manager of a team by a 
majority vote of the League Directors. 


Section 10 Authority for Ejection 


Umpires shall have the right to recommend fines 
and remove players for any and all violations of the 
playing rules as adopted by the National Association, 
and rules and regulations of this League. 

Section 11 


Profane or Obscene Langauge 

Any player or umpire using profane or obscene 
language in the enclosure, audible to the spectators, 
may be fined by the President at his discretion or 
suspended, or both, and shall be instantly removed 
from the enclosure and not permitted to participate 
in any championship game, pending the President’s 
decision or while under fine or suspension. 


Section 12 Enforcements 

Any player put out of the game by the umpire may 
be fined not less than $5.00 and may be suspended 
by the President for two (2) days for the first of- 
fense, four (4) days for the second offense, and for 
the third offense may be suspended for one (1) week. 


Section 13 Assault on/by Umpires 

(a) Any player, manager, captain or owner assault- 
ing an umpire or any umpire assaulting a player 
manager, captain or owner shall be disciplined at the 
discretion of the President and subjected to the pro- 
visions of the National Association agreement and 
discretion of the National Association President. 

(b) Any player, manager, captain or owner assault- 
ing an umpire or any umpire assaulting a player, 
manager, captain or owner off the playing field as a 
result of a dispute about a decision rendered or 
penalty imposed by said umpire on the playing field 
shall be subjected to the provision of the National 
Association agreement and discretion of the National 
Association President. 
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PLAYER LIMITS 
ARTICLE IX 


Section 1 Overall Player Limits 

Except as hereinafter provided, no member club 
of this League shall have title to more than 32 
players (thirty-two) contracts under option, contract 
or reservation at any time, including suspended, dis- 
abled and temporarily inactive players but not in- 
cluding voluntarily retired or ineligible players. 


Section 2 Active Player Limit 

Each club shall have on its Active List not more 
than eighteen (18) players during the period between 
thirty (30) days after the opening of the champion- 
ship season and twenty (20) days prior to the close 
of the championship season. Disabled, suspended 
or temporarily; inactive players, also non-playing 
manager, shall not be included in said active limit. 


SALARY LIMIT 
ARTICLE X 


Section | Amount and Limit 

No club shall have a monthly player payroll in ex- 
cess of fifty seven hundred dollars ($5,700.00) a 
month for the period beginning 30 days after the 
opening of the season and ending 20 days before its 
close, exclusive of the manager’s salary. 


Section 2 Optioned Players Salary 

The total salary of all active players (except man- 
ager) on the club shall be computed in the monthly 
salary limit; and further that South Atlantic League 
Clubs shall report and count in their club limit the 
full amount of their contract with any player optioned 
to them, said contract to be for a minimum of $200.00 
per month, 


Section 3 
Suspended: Salary Prohibited 

A player expelled from a game by an umpire may 
be suspended by the President for such time as that 
official deems appropriate. Under no circumstances 
shall a club pay the salary of a player during the 
period of suspension imposed by the League Presi- 
dent, and it evidence should be adduced that salary 
payments were in fact made by the club in contra- 
vention of this rule, the President may impose upon 
the club such fine as he deems advisable, which in no 
event shall be less than $250.00 for each offense. 
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Section 4 
Sharing of Receipts Prohibited 
Players shall not share in the receipts of any game 
except those herein stipulated, namely and solely the 
receipts from the post-season Shaughnessy playoffs. 


WAIVER RULE 
ARTICLE XI 


Section 1 Requests*® 

Waivers must be secured: 

(a) On a player who is to be assigned outright or 
conditionally to an equal or lower classification after 
said player has had 60 days experience in class A 
or higher. 

(b) On a player who is to be assigned to another 
club of this League after July 15 and before the 
close of the season. 

*NOTE: ASSIGNMENTS OF “BONUS” AND 
NDS PLAYERS ARE GOVERNED BY THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT. 

(c) Waivers may not be requested during the pe- 
riod beginning 10 days prior to and during the Na 
tional Association Restricted Period. 


Section 2 Procedure 

(a) Requests are to be made to the President of 
the League. 

(b) Requests must specify the salary and all terms 
of the player's contract. 

(c) On receipt of request, the President shall no- 
tify all members immediately. 

(d) Clubs claiming players must notify the Presi- 
dent within 72 hours during the playing season, and 
tive (5) days between seasons. 

(e) Upon notice of a claim, the requesting club 
shall have 48 hours during the playing season, and 
five (5) days between seasons to notify the Presi- 
dent if withdrawal of waiver request is desired. 

(f) If a requesting club does not withdraw the 
request after notification of the claim, the President 
shall notify the claiming club immediately that it has 
acquired title to the player’s contract and such title 
passes to the claiming club as of the time of notifi- 
cation. 

(g) The receiving time at the telegraph office or 
post office in the city in which the League office is 
located shall determine the time waivers are request- 
ed. The receiving time at the telegraph office or 
post office in the member’s city shall determine the 
time of claiming players on waivers or the withdraw- 
ing of waiver requests. 
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Section 3 Period of Validity 


(a) Waivers secured during the playing season 
are valid for thirty days. 

(b) Waivers secured between seasons are valid up 
to and including 30 days after the beginning of the 
forthcoming season. 


Section 4 Award 


(a) Failure of members of this League to formally 
file claim within the prescribed time limits shall 
constitute a waiver. 


(b) If two or more clubs claim a player’s contract 
on waivers, they shall have priority in reverse order 
of their standing for the League championship at the 
time the right to claim expires if more than 15 days 
after the championship season has commenced, and 
if not, then in reverse order of such standing at the 
close of the preceding season. In case claiming 
ener have the same standing, the award shall be 
»y lot. 


(c) Claims for a player on whom waivers are re- 
quested cannot be withdrawn after said player is 
awarded to the claiming club, and the responsibility 
for a player reporting to the claiming club rests ab- 
solutely in the club to which awarded. 


Section 5 Consideration 


A member awarded a player, claimed on waivers, 
shall pay to the assigning club, through the proper 
channels the sum of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,- 
900,00 ). 


Section 6 Penalties 


(a) The penalty for any club disposing of a play- 
er subject to this waiver rule without tirst having 
requested and secured waivers shall be a fine of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) and the awarding by the 
President of this League the services of the player 
to any claiming club tor the price of $1,500.00. 

(b) If a club misrepresents the terms of a player's 
contract in requesting waivers, the price on that 
player shall be fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00) 
and the request in such case cannot be withdrawn 
and the claiming club must be reimbursed by the re- 
questing club for any financial loss suffered through 
such misrepresentation. 
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OFFICIAL SCORERS AND LEAGUE 
STATISTICIAN 


ARTICLE XII 


Section 1 
Appointment and Salary of Scorer 

Each club shall recommend an official scorer, to 
act as such at all games to be played on the home 
grounds, whose appointment shall be confirmed by 
the President of the League, compensation for the 
official scorer being fixed annually by the Board of 
tints said salary to be paid from the League 
unds, 


Section 2 Duty and Record of Scorer 


It shall be the duty of the official scorer, under 
direction of the League President, to record all home 
League games during their progress and within 24 
hours after each series forward to the President of 
the League and to the official League statistician, 
proven copies of the box scores on approved forms 
provided by the League. A fine of $5.00 per game 
may be levied for failure to perform these duties and 
scorers must provide their own substitutes. 


Section 3 Dismissal and Replacement 

The official scorers shall at all times be subject to 
the instructions and orders of the League President 
and if he shall tail to discharge his duties, or act 
in any manner disrespectful to the executive of the 
League, the President shall have power to discharge 
said scorer. In case of dismissal, the club for which 
said scorer was acting, shall recommend someone to 
fill the vacancy. If no recommendation is made 
within three days the President shall have the power 
to appoint a scorer. 


Section 4 League Statistician 

The South Atlantic League statistician shall be ap- 
pointed from year to year at the annual meeting of 
this League tor the forthcoming season. ‘The statis- 
tician shall keep a full record of averages and re- 
sults of championship games. Subject to the direc- 
tion of the President he shall have supervision of the 
official scorers. The statistician shall furnish to the 
Press and each member club a weekly statement of 
the playing records and averages of all the players in 
the League and a final statement at the close of the 
season. 
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BY-LAWS CHANGES 


ARTICLE XIII 
Section l 


These By-Laws may be altered or amended at 
the Annual Meeting by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers. Any section of these By-Laws may be sus- 
pended for the season, or amended, by unanimous 
vote between Annual Meetings and not otherwise. 
Said votes may be cast by telegraph, mail, or at any 
duly called meeting as the President may elect. 


MISCELLANEOUS RULES 
ARTICLE XIV 
Gate Receipts and Admissions 
Section 1 


(a) In the divisions of the gate receipts the 
visiting club shall receive 20% on general admis- 
sions (after the deduction of Federal and State 
taxes). 


The minimum net price of all Championship 
games shall be as follows: 


Grandstand $.83 
Bleachers 48 
Servicemen .48 
(Enlisted—uniform or ID Card) 
Children a 
Ladies 25 


The minimum price on all box seats will be 
$.25 in addition to their admission ticket. 


(b) All clubs shall be required to charge ad- 
mission for ladies except that each club may 
establish (1) Ladies day or night per visiting club 
series—free of charge provided the visiting club 
and League office shall be notified not less than 
fifteen days prior to scheduled date in home city. 
Whenever a lady is charged admission over $.25, 
the visiting club and the League shall receive 
respectively the stated share of such receipts as 
defined. 


(c) A division of gate receipts shall apply in 
all cases where a service charge shall be charged 
on a pass, limit of 100 and each club will be 
limited to 100 free passes, but no service charge 
to press, radio, etc. Home club shall not issue 
over two passes per player to a visiting club. All 
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passes shall have a minimum service charge of 
$.25. 

(d) All South Atlantic League home clubs 
shall be allowed to sell special days or nights to 
sponsors or have promotional games. The League 
shall receive $50.00 and the visiting club $150.00 
for their share if the game is played. Permission 
must be obtained one week in advance from the 
visiting club to hold such game. No club shall be 
allowed to put on more than one (1) such game 
with each visiting club in any one season. The 
Mutual Game of the Day Broadcast shall be con- 
sidered as a regular game promotion. 


(e) All clubs of the South Atlantic League 
must be equipped with turnstyles at all entrances 
—namely, grandstand, white and colored bleach- 
ers and pass gate. Emergency gates may be open- 
ed only by the consent of the visiting club if the 
occasion requires. Knothole clubs, little leagues, 
and other children’s organizations sponsoring 
baseball, shall be admitted at the discretion of 
the home club. 


Section 2 Operation 


Each club shall have the right to regulate its own 
affairs, to establish its own rules and _ discipline, 
punish, suspend, or expel its own managers, players, 
or other employees, or to do other things not in 
conflict with this constitution, the National Associa- 
tion agreement, or the playing rules of the League. 


Section 3 Meal Allowance 


(a) Clubs shall not pay players for meals except 
while actually away from home. 


(b) The allowance for meals for each player shall 
not exceed a stipulated amount per day as agreed 
upon at the annual meeting preceding the current 
season. 


(c) Violation of this section shall subject the of- 
fending club to a fine of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars ($250.00). 


Section 4 Reimbursement of Fines 


Any club reimbursing players or paying fines of 
players for fines imposed by the President shall be 
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fined by the President an amount double the amount 
so paid or reimbursed. 


Section 5 Passes 

(a) League: 

l. The President shall send ten (10) League sea- 
son passes to each member club for issuance by 
the club, which shall be honored for regular 
season games in all parks of the League. 

2. The President is empowered to issue League 
season passes at his discretion. 

3. Any member desiring to issue a League pass to 
a person residing in another member city shall 
obtain approval of that member before issuance. 

(b) National Association passes shall be honored 
at all parks in member cities. 

(c) Club Passes: 

1. No club shall issue passes for games in other 

member cities. 

2. Member clubs are to regulate the issuance of 
passes in their own cities. 

(d) A service charge, the amount to be deter- 
mined by the club in its home park, shall be charg- 
ed on all passes. 

(e) All passes are subject to the rules and regula- 
tions of the park where they are used. 


Section 6 Starting Times 

(a) One week prior to the start of the official sea- 
son, each club shall notify the President of the start- 
ing times of all games. 

(b) After notification of starting times, no change 
may be made therein until 24 hours’ notice has been 
given to the President, who shall notify all interested 
parties. 


Section 7 Uniforms 

The home team shall play in white or light gray 
numbered uniforms and each player shall wear the 
same colored cap and stockings. The club shall be 
fined $5.00 for each violation. 


Section 8 Batter’s Eye 

Every park in the League shall be equipped with 
a blank wall painted dark green, placed back of the 
center field in line with the pitcher’s plate and home 
plate. Such wall shall be 50 feet long and extend 
25 feet each way from a point on the center field 
fence, to be determined by drawing a line directly 
between home base and the pitcher’s plate. 


Section 9 Public Address 
(a) No public address or loud speaking system 
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shall be used to make any commentaries about play- 
ers, fans, umpires, managers or directors which tends 
to hold any of the above to public ridicule. 

(b) Playing of records or making announcements 
during play is prohibited. 


Section 10 Unprotected Stands 

(a) No pepper games or pitchers warming up 
shall be permitted before stands that are not pro- 
tected by screens. 

(b) The pitcher shall be required to take his place 
in the batters’ (on deck) circle in readiness for his 
turn at bat. 


Section 11 Clubhouses 


It shall be the duty of the President to inspect 
regularly and receive reports from his representa- 
tives on the accommodations afforded umpires and 
visiting teams. These accommodations are subject to 
approval by the President and the President shall de- 
termine the penalty or fine for failure to conform 
with his findings and directions. 


Section 12 All-Star Team 


There shall be an All-Star team known as the Of- 
ficial South Atlantic League ALL-STAR team, se- 
lected annually by the members of the South Atlan- 
tic League Sports Writers Association, with two mem- 
bers in each city of the League casting votes, the 
members to be designated by the President of the 
League. 

On or about August first the President shall an- 
nounce the official team, consisting of one player for 
each position except that there shall be a right-hand- 
ed and a left-handed pitcher, a utility infielder, 
utility outfielder, a Manager and two Umpires. 


Section 13 Rule Violations 


A fine of $25.00 shal] be assessed against any club 
for violation of any part of this Constitution and By- 
Laws, except where penalties are specifically pro- 
vided for herein. 
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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I 


Name 


Section 1. This Association shall be called the Southern As- 
sociation of Baseball Clubs. 


ARTICLE II 
Objects 


Section 1. The objects of this Association shall be: 


(1) To perpetuate baseball as the National game of the 
United States, and to surround it with safeguards as to warrant 
absolute public confidence in its intergrity and methods; 


(2) To protect and promote the mutual interests of profes- 
sional baseball clubs and professional baseball players, umpires, 
and 


(3) To establish and regulate the annual baseball champion- 
ship of the Southern Association of Baseball Clubs. 


ARTICLE III 
Member Clubs 


Section 1. Location and Duration. This Association con- 
sists of eight Member Clubs, located in the following cities: 
Atlanta, Ga.; Birmingham, Ala.; Chattanooga, Tenn.; Little 
Rock, Ark.; Memphis, Tenn.; Nashville, Tenn.; and New Or- 
leans, La., or such other Clubs as may be elected to Member- 
ship, but there shall not be more than one Club in any city. A 
membership shall not be effective until the President of a Mem- 
ber Club on behalf of and properly authorized by his Club has 
agreed in writing to be bound by this Constitution and the Rules 
of this Association. This compact shall be binding until De- 
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cember 8, 1968, a certificate to which effect shall be issued to 
each Member Club signed by the President of every Club in 
the Association and by the President and Treasurer of the Asso- 
ciation. 


Section 2. Rights of Members. Every Member of this As- 
sociation shall have exclusive rights to play professional baseball 
games in its city and within 10 miles in ail directions from the 
city limits. No Member shall change its location to another city 
without the written consent of three-fourths of the Board of 
Directors. 


Each Member shall have full control over all of its internal 


affairs except as its powers or duties shall be limited by this 
Constitution or the Rules of this Association. 


Section 38. Assignmentof Membership. Assignment of 
Membership of any Club will be permitted provided it is ap- 
proved by, and meets the terms and conditions laid down by, 
a majority of the Member Clubs of the Association other than 
the assignor Club. Any Club desiring to assign its Membership 
shall so notify the President in writing. He shall immediately 
forward such notice to the Board of Directors and call a Special 
Meeting of the Board to consider the matter. If the assign- 
ment of Membership is approved and the new Member meets 
the terms and conditions laid down by the Board, the new 
Membership shall continue during the existence of this com- 
pact and such new Member shall be entitled to all the benefits 
and shall perform all the duties required of Members of this 
Association. 


Section 4, Voluntary Termination or Vacancy. If any Mem- 
ber of this Association shall notify the President in writing that 
it will not or cannot operate its Membership, or if a Member- 
ship for any reason becomes vacant, the President shall try to 
transfer said Membership to other parties in said city or in some 
other city. The transfer of such membership shall be subject 
to terms and conditions laid down by, and shall not be effective 
until approved by a majority of the Directors of the other Clubs, 
at a Special Meeting called for that purpose. If approved, such 
new membership shall continue during the existence of this 
compact and such new Member shall be entitled to all of the 
benefits and shall perform all of the duties required of Mem- 
bers of this Association, 
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Section 5. Involuntary Termination. The Membership of 
any Club may be terminated as follows: 


(1) By wilful failure to present its team at the time and 
place fixed to play any championship game; or 


(2) By allowing open betting upon its premises; or 


(3) By playing any baseball game with a team that is dis- 
qualified or ineligible under this Constitution, the National As- 
sociation Agreement, the Professional Baseball Agreement or 
the Professional Baseball Rules; or 


(4) By offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose 
any baseball game, or failure to immediately expel from its team 
any player who shall be proven guilty of offering, agreeing, 
conspiring, or attempting to lose any baseball game, or of being 
interested in any wager thereon; or 


(5) By wilful disbandment of its organization or team dur- 
ing the championship season; or 


(6) By wilfully violating any provision of the Constitution 
or Rules of this Association or any lawful requirement of its 
Board of Directors; or 


(7) By a majority vote of the remaining Clubs that, for busi- 
ness reasons, such Membership is no longer desirable. 


As soon as the President obtains information which indicates 
the existence of any of the conditions set out in (1) to (6) above, 
he shall notify in writing the Club charged and shall furnish it 
with the information obtained. Such Club shall reply to each 
Director, requesting them to notify him whether they desire a 
Special Meeting to review and vote upon the matter. If four 
Directors request a Special Meeting, the President shall imme- 
diately call one; at the Special Meeting, the Board shall hear and 
determine the matter. If four Members do not request such 
Special Meeting, the matter shall be heard and determined at 
the next Annual Meeting of the Directors. If the Board deter- 
mines the Club to be guilty of the default or offense charged, 
it may terminate the Membership of such Club by the vote of a 
majority of the Directors. The Board may, in lieu of termina- 
tion, by majority vote, impose against the Club any other pen- 
alty which it deems proper. 
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ARTICLE IV 
Directors 


Section 1. Appointment and Qualification. The Board of 
Directors of this Association shall consist of one Director chosen 
by each Member Club, who must be approved by a majority 
of the Directors of this Association. No person shall be a Direc- 
tor representing a Member Club or shall act as proxy for a 
Director unless such person is officially connected with the 
Club he represents. In case of a vacancy in the Board brought 
about by any cause except termination of a membership, the 
Club so losing its Director shall designate his successor; But if 
a vacancy is caused by the termination of Membership of a 
Club, such vacancy shail exist until a new Member is approved 
and such new Member designates its Director. 


Section 2. Duties, Powers and Jurisdiction. The Board of 
Directors shall be the governing body of this Association. It 
shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to give general 
supervision and management to all matters of this Association. 
Except as provided specially elsewhere in this Constitution or 
in the Rules, the Board of Directors shall have general and final 
jurisdiction within this Association over all matters of the Asso- 
ciation. 


The Board of Directors by a majority vote may enact such 
Rules as it sees fit to administer and regulate internal affairs of 
this Association. Such Rules shall be binding on all Members. 
The Rules may be amended, suspended or repealed in the man- 
ner provided for amending, suspending or repealing this Con- 
stitution. 


The Board may reverse or amend any action or ruling of the 
President by majority vote at any time and shall have jurisdic- 
tion to hear an appeal from any action or ruling of the President 
except in the Pattee tne matters in which there shall be no re- 
versal, amendment or appeal: (a) in the appointment and assign- 
ment of umpires; (b) from any ruling involving any protested 
championship game, or (c) for the infliction of any fine involv- 
ing less than $101.00 in the case of a Club or less than $51.00 
in the case of a manager, player or umpire. 


Procedure for such appeals shall be as follows: the Club or 
person appealing shall notify the President in writing of its or 
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his desire to appeal and the reasons thereof within fifteen days 
of receipt of the President’s ruling. The President shall then 
submit a written report of the matter (containing a statement of 
the nature of the question, a synopsis of the evidence submitted, 
his ruling and the notice of appeal from the appealing party) to 
each Director asking whether the Directors wish to permit a 
hearing of the appeal. If four Directors notify the President 
that they desire to permit a hearing, the President shall promptly 
call a Special Meeting of the Directors for that purpose, and 
shall notify the parties involved of the date and place of the 
hearing. At this hearing the Board shall hear and determine 
the matter. If four Directors fail to express their desire for such 
hearing, the Board shall be deemed to approve the President’s 
ruling and it shall stand. 


The Board of Directors may grant a rehearing of its decision 
in any matter, following the procedure set out above for ap- 
peals. Unless the Board grants a rehearing, its actions shall be 
considered final. 


Section 3. Meetings: 


(a) Annual—The Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors 
shall he held on the Sunday immediately prior to the first 
Wednesday in December or on any other day appointed by the 
majority of the Directors, at a place designated by the President. 
Any business of the Association may be transacted at an Annual 
Meeting. The Secretary shall give each Director written notice 
of such meeting at least ten days in advance of the meeting. 


(b) Special—Special Meetings of the Board of Directors may 
be called at any time by the President and shall be called by 
him or the Secretary upon written request of four Directors. 


(c) Waiver of Notice—Notice of any meeting may be waived 
in writing by any Director. If he waives such notice, the Direc- 
tor shall be bound by the action of such meeting as if he had 
been personally present. 


(d) Quorum and Voting—At any meeting of the Board of 
Directors, a majority of the Directors or their proxy shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, 
but a lesser number may adjourn the meeting. Each Director 
shall have only one vote which can be cast by him or his writ- 
ten proxy provided his proxy is officially connected with the 
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Member Club which the Director represents. The votes of a 
majority of the Members present at any meeting, at which there 
is a quorum, shall decide any question before the meeting. 


(e) Procedure and Order of Business—The Board of Directors 
shall adopt its own procedure for the handling of matters of the 
Association, except as such procedure shall conflict with other 
provisions hereof, 


The following shall be the order of business at annual meet- 
ings, unless suspended or changed by the Directors: 


Minutes of last meeting 
Election of officers 


(11 
(12 


Miscellaneous business 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) Election of new members 
(4) Amendments to the Constitution 
(5) Amendments of Rules 
(6) Report of President and Treasurer 
(7) Appointment of Committees 
(8) Reports of Committees 
(9) Unfinished business 
(10) New business 
) 
) 


Adjournment 


ARTICLE V 
Officers 


Section 1. Election, Term, Vacancy and Removal. The of- 
ficers of this Association shall be a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and others elected by the Board of Direc- 
tors. More than one office may be held by the same person. 
These officers shall be elected and their salaries set by the Board 
of Directors at its Annual Meeting. They shall hold office for 
such term and under such conditions as shall be determined by 
the Board of Directors. The Directors shall have authority to 
remove any officer who fails or refuses for any reason to carry 
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out the provisions of this Constitution or any Resolution of the 
Board of Directors. Upon the death, resignation, removal or 
incapacity of any officer, the Board of Directors may elect his 
successor at any meeting. 


Section 2. Duties and Powers. 


These officers shall have the duties and powers set out below, 
except as they may be expanded or restricted by the Board of 
Directors. 


(a) President—The President shall have the authority and 
duties usually vested in the chief executive officer of a corpora- 
tion. He shall not be financially interested in or officially con- 
nected with any Member Club. He shall act as Chairman at 
all meetings of the Board of Directors and of all its Committees. 
He shall not be entitled to vote except in case of a tie or unless 
his presence is needed to constitute a quorum. In case of a tie, 
the President shall vote. He shall preside at all meetings of the 
Board of Directors. He shall hear and determine, under pro- 
cedures established by him, (a) disputes between Clubs, (b) 
disputes between a Club and a Manager or player of another 
Club involving the Constitution and Rules of this Association, 
and (c) appeals by persons who have been disciplined by their 
Club. The President shall award damages and impose penalties 
which he deems proper in connection with adjudications. The 
expense of such proceedings shall be borne by the party ulti- 
mately adjudged at fault. An appeal from any of his actions or 
rulings can be taken to the Board of Directors except as pro- 
vided in Article IV, Section 2. 


(b) Vice-President—The Vice-President shall perform the 
duties and have the powers of the President during the absence, 
disability or incapacity of the President. 


(c) Treasurer—The Treasurer shall have the usual duties of 
a Treasurer. He shall receive and be the custodian of all funds 
of the Association. He shall keep strict account of such funds 
and shall render an annual report of his accounts. He shall 
give bond as required by the Board of Directors. 


(d) Secretary—The Secretary shall have the usual duties of a 
Secretary. He shall be custodian of all official papers and the 
seal of the Association. He shall give notice of and keep min- 
utes of all meetings of the Board of Directors. He shall record 
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all infractions of the Constitution and Rules of the Association 
and shall report them to the Board of Directors. 


(e) Other Officers—Other officers and representatives 
elected by the Board of Directors shall have such powers and 
perform such duties as the Board may see fit. 


ARTICLE VI 
Amendments 


Section 1. Amendments and Repeal. This Constitution or 
any provision hereof may be amended, suspended or repealed 
at any Annual Meeting of the Directors or at a Special Meeting 
called for that purpose by a majority vote of the Directors or 
by vote of all Directors by mail or telegraph. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 


RULE I 


Gate Receipts — Admissions 
Division 
Section 1. In the division of gate receipts the visiting Club 
shall receive 20 cents on each admission for which a price of 
55 cents or more, after taxes, is charged. The visiting Club 


shall receive 20% of each child’s admission for which a price of 
less than 55 cents, after taxes, is charged. 


All road receipts of the eight Opening Day games shall be 
pooled and equally divided among the eight Clubs after all 
admission tax and the Association share have been deducted. 


Prices 


Section 2. The price of admission to championship games 
shall be not less than 75 cents for each adult admission to the 
bleacher and $1.25 for each adult admission to the grandstand. 
The minimum price on box seats shall be 85 cents. The admis- 
sion price for children, high school students and soldiers shall 
be determined by the home Club. 


Ladies Day or Night 


Section 8. Each Club may establish not more than two 
ladies’ days, (reduced prices or free admission) during each 
week, provided that whenever a lady is charged admission price 
of more than 55 cents, after taxes, the visiting Club and the 
Association shall receive their share of such receipts as provided 
by these rules. 


Family Nights 


Section 4. Each home Club may have one family night with 
every other Club during the season. 
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Passes 


Section 5. No passes shall be honored on Sundays and holi- 
days, except Clubs Season, Southern Association and National 
Association passes. 


There shall be a minimum Service Charge of 30 cents on each 
pass. 


Determining Attendance 


Section 6. No ticket of admission sold for less than 55 cents, 
after taxes, shall be counted in calculating the attendance for 
Opening Day games, in determining the award of the two at- 
tendance trophies. 


The trophies presented each year to the cities drawing the 
largest Opening Day attendance in each of the divisions shall 
be paid for out of the Association treasury; and they shall be 
known as the “President’s Cups.” There shall be an appropria- 
tion of $100.00 for each trophy. The largest four cities in popu- 
lation shall be in Division A, the remainder in Division B. 


Game Not Completed 


Section 7. If a game is prevented or stopped for any cause 
before the completion of a legal game, the home Club shall 
issue rain checks good for any suceeding game. 


Section 8. Any exhibition game between Southern Associa- 
tion and Major League Clubs shall be played on the basis of an 
equal division of the gate receipts. A fine of $2,500.00 shall 
be levied for each infraction. When two Major League Clubs 
play an exhibition game in the park of a Southern Association 
Club, said Club shall receive not less than 25 per cent of the 
gross admission receipts, after taxes, 


Holidays 


Section 9. Admission receipts of the holiday games (July 
4th — Labor Day), shall be pooled and divided as follows: Ten 
per cent (10%) to the Association and the remainder to be 
divided equally among the Clubs. 
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Association Maintenance 


Section 10. The home Club shall pay to the Association 
6 cents for each admission of 55 cents or more, after taxes. The 
home club shall send to the Association office, at the end of 
each series, a statement of the attendance for the series, and 
shall remit the Association share of gate receipts. 


The regular League share of 6 cents on each admission must 
be paid by the Home Club on Special Automobile Days, Legion 
games, etc. The visiting Club may waive the regular settle- 
ment on any game by agreement with the home Club. 


Sponsored Games 


Section 11. Not more than twice in any one season, home 
Clubs may, with consent of the visiting Club, sell special days 
to sponsors, allowing such sponsors to distribute tickets to be 
honored on their special day, upon payment of a minimum serv- 
ice charge of 30 cents per ticket. The Association shall receive 
6 cents for each admission. 


The visiting Club shall be guaranteed $100.00 if the game 
is played, and shall receive 25% of the net service charges, 
after deducting Association’s share and admission taxes. Spon- 
sors shall not share in the receipts. For every two admissions, 
one paid admission shall be counted in attendance. 
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RULE II 
Contracts 


Section 1. No player shall participate in any regularly 
scheduled game until, prior to any game in which he shall par- 
ticipate, he has signed a uniform player’s contract, and the 
League notified by wire that player has been placed on active 
list, giving full name. A player signed to a contract must be 
placed on the Club’s active list within five days after his sign- 
ing. 


Disabled List 


Section 2. A Club may place not more than two players on 
its Disabled List at any one time, for a period of not less than 
ten (10) days. However, due to a major injury to a player, the 
aera President may authorize a greater number on such 
ist. 


Obligations 


Section 3. During the official season, Clubs shall play each 
other only games provided by the official schedule. Clubs may 
play non-Association Clubs on open dates. No players under 
contract with a Club shall during the official season, play 
against one another except in an official game and any player 
violating this rule shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $200. 
Any Club violating or consenting to a violation of any provision 
of this section shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $1,000. 


Records 
Section 4. The Association headquarters shall keep a record 
of all contracts, which shall be open to the inspection of the 


Clubs. 
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RULE III 
Salary Limit 


Limit 


Section 1. The total salaries of all players of each Club 
shall be set by the Directors. (Only $200.00 per month of a 
playing manager’s salary to be included in said aggregate ionit.) 
An Independent Club (without working agreement) shall 
allowed an additional fifty per cent for the salary limit. 


Section 2. Players on option shall carry a minimum salary 
charge of $300.00 per month against the salary limit of the 
Club accepting oh layer. However, if such player was 
signed by optionor Club to a contract for a less amount, then 
only the amount of his contract shall count against the salary 
limit. 


Section 3. The salary limit becomes effective thirty days 
after the opening of the official season and remains in effect 
until twenty days before its close. 


Penalties 


Section 4. The penalty for violation of the salary limit shall 
be a fine of $1,000.00 against the Club, and $500.00 against the 
player, in addition to any penalties invoked by the National 
Association. 


If any manager, player, or official of a Club fails to submit 
an affidavit concerning the salary limit when called upon to do 
so, he shall be subject to a fine by the President. And the 
President may suspend any such person until the information 
demanded is furnished. 


Section 5. When a Major League Club assigns a player's 
contract outright to a Club, the Assignee shall pay such player 
a minimum salary of $400.00 per month. The total amount 
paid the player by the Assignee Club must be counted in its 
salary limit. 
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RULE IV 
Player Limit — Classification 


Number 


Section 1. A Club shall have not more than twenty players 
on its active list during the first thirty days of the official season. 


Thereafter, a Club shall have no more than nineteen players 
on its active list. On, or after July 31, a Club may add one 
additional player on its active list. Such player shall not be 
counted in the salary limit. 


Section 2. After July 31 of any season, a first division Club 
may not take a player who is then on the active player list of a 
Club in either a Major League, Open Classification, or AAA 
League who has been on such active list on or after June 17 of 
that season. Second division Clubs shall have such right during 
that period. 


Section 3. No assignment of players’ contracts shall be per- 
mitted within the Association after July 31 of each year, unless 
waivers are secured. 


Section 4. Optioned players recalled from Leagues from 
lower classification may compete in the Playoffs, regardless of 
the date of recall or the date of signing of contract. 


Section 5. The re-sale of any player’s contract—within the 
League—to the Club from which he was acquired, shall be 
prohibited during that playing season, except on waiver claim. 


Section 6. <A player assigned conditionally to a Club of 
equal or higher elite, will be eligible for the Associa- 
tion Playoffs only if returned and on the active list of the Asso- 
ciation Club on or before the final day of the regular Associa- 
tion season. The limitation of the August lst deadline shall not 
apply in this event. 
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RULE V 
Waivers 
Waiver Requests 


Section 1. Before a Club may release a player outright, or 
assign a player’s contract to a Club (other than a Club of higher 
classification), it shall notify the President of its desire to request 
and secure waivers on said player's contract. The President, 
shall upon receipt of such request, give the other Clubs an 
opportunity to claim the players contract under the conditions 
hereinafter set forth. Waivers not required on the following 
assignments: Optionally assigned players’ contracts; return of 
players’ contracts conditionally assigned to Association Club. 
All players subject to option, can be optionally assigned with- 
out waivers. The right of recall cannot be cancelled until 
waivers have been obtained. Non-playing managers or non- 
playing coaches may be released unconditionally without 
waivers. Players on option to Southern Association Clubs can 
be assigned outright subject to such option without waivers. 


Withdrawal 


Section 2. A Club requesting waivers on a player’s contract 
may withdraw such request by telegram to the Association 
President—within forty-eight hours after notice has been sent 
by him—advising that the player’s contract has been claimed. 
Only one such withdrawal of waivers shall be permitted during 
an official season. 


Effective Waiver Period 


Section 3. Waivers secured on or after September Ist are in 
effect until May Ist of the following year. Those secured on 
or after May lst are in effect until July Ist. Those secured on 
or after July Ist are in effect until September Ist. The period 
during which Clubs may claim a player’s contract upon which 
waivers have been requested, shall begin when the President 
received written notice of the request for waivers. 


Waiver Period 


Section 4. From April lst until the close of the regularly 
scheduled season, a player’s contract, upon which waivers have 
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been requested, may be claimed within three days (72 hours). 
During the remainder of the year, the period shall be five days 
(120 hours). 


No Claims 


Section 5. If no Club claims the player’s contract, on which 
waivers have been requested, within the waiver period, the 
requesting Club may assign the contract or release the player 
unconditionally within the effective waiver period. 


Waiver Fee 


Section 6. The waiver price shall be $2,500.00 for each 
contract claimed. Sales agreements shall be executed by the 
two Clubs in conformance with National Association Agreement. 


A Club claiming a player’s contract must accept the contract 
and the Club requesting the waiver shall assign the contract 
to the claiming Club, unless waivers were withdrawn. 


Priority of Claims 


Section 7. If more than one Club claims a player’s contract 
on waivers, the Club standing lowest among the Clubs claiming 
the player shall receive the contract. During the off season the 
Club standing the lowest on the previous season’s averages shall 
receive the player's contract, and during the playing season the 
Club standing lowest on the morning the waiver request expires, 
shall be awarded the player’s contract. 


Not To Be Used Waivers 


Section 8. A Club desiring to immediately remove a player 
from its active list may do so by stating in the request for 
waivers on said player’s contract that he will not be used. Such 
waivers cannot be withdrawn and the player’s contract must be 
assigned outright, conditionally, or optionally or player shall be 
unconditionally released by that Club within three days after 
expiration of the waiver period. A player thus removed from 
the active playing list of a Club cannot be re-signed by that 
Club as an active player until after thirty days. If waivers are 
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requested on a player's contract and before they are secured, 
the requesting Club desires to request “NOT TO BE USED” 
waivers, the date of the original waiver request shall prevail, 
but when secured, the Club must make disposition of the play- 
er’s services as provided in this rule. 


Player Returned Prior to Expiration of Waiver Period 


Section 9. If a player’s contract is assigned after waivers 
have been secured, and the contract is later returned to the 
assignor Club before the expiration of the waiver period, the 
original waiver period shall continue in effect and the player’s 
contract can be reassigned or player can be granted uncondi- 
tional release. 


RULE VI 


Proper Procedure For Games 


Regulations 


Section 1. Clubs shall play under the Official Playing Rules 
of the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 
Rules of the Southern Association shall not conflict with the 
rules of the National Association. 


Section 2. If any game results in a tie, or if a game is pre- 
vented or stopped by weather conditions before constituting a 
legal game, such game shall be played on the same grounds on 
such future date as shall be agreed upon between the two Clubs 
involved, which date must be set by the home Club within ten 
days. If such two Clubs cannot agree as to the date for playing 
such game, the President of the Association, immediately upon 
expiration of said ten day period, shall be so notified and in 
such event the Association President shall set the date for the 
replaying of said game. 


Section 3. A Club playing its last scheduled game in a city 
where it has not completed its eleven-game schedule, when 
neither Club is scheduled for the following day, shall play the 
unplayed games in such city on such, if each Club, after playing 
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such game, will have time to reach the city in which it is next 
scheduled. When it is impossible to complete an entire at-home 
series, all unplayed games shall be transferred to the home 
grounds of the other Club, provided there remains a scheduled 
series between the two Clubs involved. 


Suspended Games 


Section 4. In case the scheduled number of innings of a 
ame are not completed because of darkness, a curfew estab- 
fished by the League or city law, or because of suspension to 
enable a team to catch a train, or, in the case of a night game, 
because of the failure of lights or power, or for any cause other 
than rain or fog, such game shall osasen a “Suspended Game” 
which shall be played off beginning at the point of suspension 
on the date of and preceding the next scheduled single game, 
between the same teams in the same park. Where possible the 
lineup and batting order of both teams shall be the same as the 
lineup and batting order at the time the game was called except 
that a player who had been removed from the Suspended Game 
for a substitute or a substitute player who did not continue in 
the ball game, cannot appear in the lineup at the time of the 
completion of the Suspended Game. 


EXPLANATORY INTERPRETATION OF THE 
ABOVE RULE: 


1. Any game in which the SCHEDULED INNINGS HAVE 
NOT BEEN COMPLETED and which is terminated because of 
darkness, curfew established by the League or city law, suspen- 
sion to enable a team to catch a train, or, in the case of a night 
game, because of the failure of lights or power, OR FOR ANY 
CAUSE EXCEPT RAIN OR FOG is a Suspended Game. 


2. Whenever a game is terminated at ANY POINT BE- 
CAUSE OF RAIN OR FOG, it is NOT a Suspended Game. 
The playing rules govern this type of game. There can be no 
re or continuation of any game terminated by rain or 
og. 


A game terminated by RAIN or FOG, with the score tied BE- 
FORE its scheduled innings have been completed, is a TIE 
GAME and must be replayed in its entirety. 
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A game which has gone its SCHEDULED NUMBER OF IN- 
NINGS OR BEYOND and is terminated for any reason with the 
score tied, is a Tie Game and must be replayed in its entirety. 


3. Whenever a game GOES ITS SCHEDULED NUMBER 
OF INNINGS OR BEYOND THE SUSPENDED GAME RULE 
DOES NOT APPLY. 


Once a Suspended Game has been resumed on the date se- 
lected in the schedule and rain compels its termination at any 
point, the playing rules will govern and the game will stand in 
the records as a complete game. 


Double Headers 


Section 5. In case of adverse weather conditions, the Chief 
Umpire shall wait thirty minutes before he shall consider call- 
ing off the game. If after such period, the Chief Umpire thinks 
there is a reasonable chance of continuing, he shall wait 30 
minutes before calling the game. However, if after waiting 
thirty minutes, the Chief Umpire thinks there is no reasonable 
chance of continuing, he shall call off the game. The umpires 
must be on the ~— field when a game is called off. The 
second game of a double-header shall not begin later than 11 
o'clock P.M., and no inning of any game shall be started after 
12:20 o'clock A.M., except in Memphis, where no second game 
of a double-header shall start after 10:40 P.M., and no inning 
after 12:00 P.M. The Chief Umpire shall announce the time 
limits of all games. 


No double-header, unless officially scheduled—or unless play- 
ing of postponed game makes it necessary—shall be played on 
Saturday night except by consent of both Clubs. The home 
Club shall immediately notify the Association President of such 
consent. 


Starting Time 


Section 6. The home Club shall determine the starting of 
all its home games, and shall notify the President of this deter- 
mination before the official season begins. If for any reason it 
changes such times during the season, it shall immediately 
notify the President of such changes. 
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Turning On Lights 


Section 7. The Chief Umpire shall have authority to deter- 
mine if and when lights are to be turned on for the playing of 
any game. 


Any game may be started in the daytime and finished under 
the lights. Sundays, when the lights are turned on, no inning 
shall start after 7:00 P.M. in Atlanta, Chattanooga, Little Rock, 
and Memphis, nor after 7:30 P.M. in Birmingham, Mobile and 
Nashville, nor after 12:20 A.M. in New Orleans. 


NOTE: On Sunday, no inning of any game may start in 
Chattanooga or Nashville after 7:30 P.M. whether 
the lights are on or not. 


Visiting Club 


Section 8. The visiting Club must furnish to the home Club 
the batting order and uniform numbers of its players in time for 
printing its score card. The visiting Club shall have the right 
to practice on the grounds of the home Club on each day of its 
visit during the championship season. 


Schedule 


Section 9. All official games shall be arranged in a written 
schedule to be adopted by the Directors. A date in said sched- 
ule may be changed only by written agreement of the two 
Clubs involved, with approval of the President. 


Time Limit 


Section 10. When either Club must catch the last available 
train, (that will arrive at least three hours before game time) 
for its next scheduled series, the game must be scheduled to 
start three hours before train time. No inning shall start within 
one hour of departure time of train, unless a shorter period is 
agreed to by both Managers. An inning started before that 
time limit shall be played to completion. The Chief Umpire 
shall be sole judge of the time. The visiting Club must notify 
the home Club before the opening game of the series, of the 
necessity of a time limit for the final game of such series. 
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Championship 


Section 11. The Club which shall have the highest percent- 
age in the official season shall be declared the champion of the 
Association. The emblem of the championship shall be a pen- 
nant, inscribed with the words, “Champion of the Southern 
Association,” with the name of the Club and the year in which 
the championship was won and such Club shall be entitled to 
fly the pennant during the following year. 


Championship Award 


Section 12. Players of the championship Club shall be 
awarded $5,000 from the Association Treasury, to be divided 
as the players see fit. 


Official Ball 


Section 13. All official games shall be played with the of- 
ficial ball as adopted by this Association, unless permissioin is 
granted by the President. 


Championship Tie 


Section 14. If at the close of the official schedule two or 
more Clubs have the same highest percentage, they shall play 
a series to determine the champion. If two Clubs are tied, the 
first Club to win two games in such series shall be champion. 
The city in which the first game of such series shall be played 
shall be determined by the toss of a coin conducted Ss the 
President—the winner of the toss naming the city. The second 
game (and third game, if one be needed) shall be played in the 
other city. 


If three Clubs are tied, the championship shall be determined 
by two series to be played among them. The President shall 
conduct a drawing by lot among the Clubs involved. As a re- 
sult of this drawing, two of the Clubs shall be required to play 
each other a series which shall end when one Club has won two 
games. The Club drawing the bye shall then play a series with 
the winner of the first series. The Club which first wins two 
games shall then be the Champion of the Association. In the 
first series to be played under this paragraph, the city in which 
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the first game shall be played shall be determined by the toss 
of a coin conducted by the President—the winner naming the 
city. The second game (and third game if one be needed) shall 
be played in the other city. In the second series played under 
this paragraph, the first game shall be played in the city of the 
Club which won the first series. The second game (and third 
game if one be needed) shall be played in the other city. If at 
the close of the official schedule there is a tie for second, third 
or fourth place, one game shall be played to determine the win- 
ner if two teams are tied. If more than two teams are tied, the 
winner shall be determined in one-game competitions between 
the Clubs involved. The procedure for breaking any such ties 
shall be the same as the procedure set out in this Section for 
breaking ties for first place, except that in breaking ties for 
second, third or fourth place, only one game shall be played. 


The only purpose of playing any games under this Section is 
to determine the position of the Clubs involved as between or 
among themselves. The playing averages of the players in these 
games shall be considered in the official season averages. 


The gate receipts of each game played under this Section, 
after deducting admission taxes and the Association’s share of 
6 cents per adult admission, shall be divided equally between 
the competing Clubs. 
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RULE VII 
Relative to Protested Games 


Protested Game 


Section 1. A Club may protest a decision, if it thinks an 
umpire has made such decision contrary to the playing rules. 


A protest shall not be considered unless the Manager or Cap- 
tain makes the protest to the Chief Umpire, stating the reason 
for it, at the time of the protested play and before the next play. 
Upon receiving such protest, the Chief Umpire shall notify the 
Official Scorer before play resumes. 


Protest of an incorrect pitcher must be made before the pitch- 
er makes his first pitch. 


Time Limit on Protest 


Section 2. Within 48 hours after the protested game, the 
protesting Club shall mail to the President all evidence and 
argument supporting its protest. If the protesting Club fails to 
complete the game as directed by the umpire or does not file 
a supporting statement, the protest will not be considered. 


Within 72 hours after receiving all evidence desired by him, 
the President shall render a decision on the protest. 


Decision 
Section 3. The President shall dispose of the protest as he 


deems proper and shall notify both Clubs involved promptly of 
his decision. 


RULE VIII 
Umpires 
Section 1. A staff of umpires shall be selected by the Presi- 
dent, and their salaries and necessary expenses determined by 
him. The Directors shall determine the size of the staff. 


The umpires shall be under the sole control and direction of 
the President. 
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Substitutes 


Section 2. In the event that no umpire appears at the hour 
appointed for the beginning of the game, then the manager of 
each Club shall select one player not in the starting lineup of 
the other Club to officiate. If the two Clubs or the two umpires 
do not agree as to which one shall act as the Umpire-In-Chief, 
it shall be determined by the toss of a coin. If one of the um- 
pires assigned is present, he shall be the Umpire-In-Chief and 
the manager of the team winning the toss shall select a player 
fee in the starting lineup of the other team to umpire on the 

ases. 


Player Fines 


Section 3. Ifa manager, coach or player is ejected from any 
game by the umpire, he shall be fined not less than five dollars 
($5.00). Such fine must be paid before the player may partici- 
pate in any other game. When such fine exceeds $5.00, the 
President shall notify the offending manager, coach or player of 
the added fine and/or suspension. When a player or manager 
is suspended the Club also shall be notified. 


Every Club shall also provide at its park a dressing room for 
the umpires, comparable to those provided the home and visit- 
ing players. 


The home Club shall deliver to the Umpire-In-Chief for each 
game eighteen balls, which in the judgment of the umpire are 
suitable for play. 


RULE IX 
Manager and Coach 
Duties 
Section 1. A playing manager may remove himself from the 
game as a player, and return to the coaching line as a coach. 


Section 2. Each Club may designate one coach who doesn’t 
sign a player's contract. No coach so designated shall partici- 
pate as a player in any game unless he is signed as a player to 
a player’s contract. 
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RULE X 
Miscellaneous Rules 


Section 1. Each Club shall have sole control of broadcasting 
and telecasting in its home territory, except that no broadcast 
or telecast of home games shall be permitted of holiday or 
playoff games, nor telecast of Sunday games. 


Section 2. If a manager or his Club is guilty of stalling or 
attempting to make a farce out of any game, the manager shall 


be fined $100.00 and suspended 3 days. 


Section 3. Each Club shall allow its players, while on the 
road, $3.50 each per day for meals, $4.50 on trains. During 
the playoffs and Dixie Series meal allowance shall not exceed 
$5.00 per day. A penalty of $100.00 per day shall be assessed 
against any Club exceeding this allowance. 


Most Valuable Player Award 


Section 4. The Baseball Writers Association of the Southern 
Association shall at the close of each season select the Most 
Valuable Player in the Southern Association. The President 
shall present this player a suitable award. 


Rookie of the Year 


Section 5. Shall be selected in the same manner, and pre- 
sented with a suitable award by the President. 


Rules to Speed Up Play 


Section 6. If a manager confers with a pasha more than 
once in an inning, he shall promptly remove the pitcher or him- 
self from the game. 


The pitcher, manager and one other player may confer on the 
mound and if any other player joins the conference, the manager 
will be ejected from the game. In a pitching assignment, only 
a bona fide pitcher shall be used. The decision as to what 
constitutes a ae fide pitcher is left to the judgment and dis- 
cretion of the individual Clubs, who must notify the President 
of their designation. 
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Section 7. Clubs may take a three-minute intermission to 


drag the infield after the end of the fifth inning. 


Section 8. No manager or coach may protest calls on strikes 
or balls, under penalty of ejection from game. 


Official Scorer 


Section 9. Each Club shall recommend an Official Scorer 
to act as such at its home games. His appointment shall be 
made by the President of the Association. The compensation of 
the Official Scorer shall be $10.00 per game. 


The Scorer shall, within twenty-four hours after each series, 
forward to the President of the Association the box score of the 
games according to the system specified in the Official Scoring 
Rules of Baseball. The oeininel of the official box scores is to 
be sent to the Association Statistician. 


Auditor 


Section 10. The President shall select an Auditor to make 
an annual audit of the financial records of the Association. 
Each Club shall receive a copy of the Audit at the Annual 
Meeting of the Directors. 


Passes Issued By President 
Section 11. The President may. issue annual passes granting 
admission to Association games. 
RULE XI 
The Southern Association Playoffs 


Procedure of Play 


Section 1. The four Clubs finishing the season with the 
highest percentage shall compete in the playoffs. 


The Clubs finishing first and fourth shall enter a qeaer 
series of seven games—which shall end when one Club wins 
four games, 
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The Clubs finishing second and third shall enter a b paaeeet 
series of seven games which shall end when one Club wins 
four games. 


The Clubs winning such series shall then enter a final playoff 
series of seven games which shall end when one Club wins four 
games. The winner of this series shall represent the Southern 
Association in the Dixie Series. 


The Club winning the Playoffs shall receive $3,000.00, the 
runner-up Club in the final Playoffs series shall receive 
$1,500.00, to be distributed as the players see fit. Both awards 
shall be paid by the Association. 


The Association shall receive twenty per cent (20%) of the 
gross receipts of all Playoff games after all admission taxes are 
deducted. 


The competing Clubs in the Southern Association Playoff 
shall split equally the gate receipts of their respective series— 
after all admission taxes and Association share have been de- 
ducted. 


The Prices of admission to playoff games shall be those 
charged during the official season. 


No player shall share in the receipts from the playoff series 
(except as provided for herein), but shall be paid at their con- 
tract rate while participating in this series and the Dixie Series. 


Arrangements for Playoffs 


Section 2. The Clubs competing in the Playoffs and the 
President of the Southern Association shall complete all details 
for playing their respective series. 


In each series, the team having the highest percentage at the 
close of the season shall name the city in which the tirst two 
games shall be played. The Club shall then move to the other 
city for three games. If more than five games are needed to 
determine the winner, the re maining two games, or as many as 
is necessary to de cide the winner, such games shall be played 
in the city in which the series opened. In case of postpone- 
ment, the Clubs shall complete the original schedule before any 
move can be made, unless otherwise agreed by the two Clubs 
with the approval of the President. 
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Other schedule changes may be made by agreement between 
the Clubs with approval of the President. 


RULE XII 
Split Season Playoff 


Section 1. Should the championship of the Southern Asso- 
ciation be determined by a playoff series—resulting from a split 
season—it shall consist of seven games, if necessary, to deter- 
mine the winner—the champion to be the team to first win four 
games. 


Distribution of Receipts 


Section 2. The distribution of receipts shall be as follows: 
all taxes shall first be deducted from the gross sales and the 
expenses of operating the series—that of the President supervis- 
ing same and the three (3) umpires and official scorer in charge 
of the series, shall be deducted from the gross total receipts 
prior to distribution of same, leaving the net proceeds. The 
League Treasury shall then be awarded twenty per cent (20%) 
of said net proceeds, and the contending Clubs shall share 
equally in the remainder. 


RULE XIII 
All-Star Game 


Procedure 


Section 1. The All-Star game of the Association shall be 
played by the ALL-STAR Team in the city and against the 
Club that is in first place in the official standing after July 4, 
or after such other date as may be designated by the Directors. 
If there is a tie for first place, the Clubs involved shall continue 
to play their official schedule until one Club is alone in first 
place. Such Club shall be the host. However, the winner shall 
not be decided until all Clubs involved have played same num- 
ber of games, and in this determination a postponed game shall 
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be considered as if it had been played. The All-Star team 
shall be selected from the eight Clubs by the Baseball Writers 
Association of the Southern Association. Players selected from 
the host Club shall be replaced by others. 


The gate receipts from the All-Star game, after deducting 
admission taxes and operating expenses shall be divided as fol- 
lows: 50% to the Southern Association, 15% to the Association 
* en Ball Players of America, and 85% to the host 
Club. 


Prices 


There shall be an increase of 25 cents on each grandstand 
and bleacher admission for the All-Star game. 


All-Star Manager 


Section 2. The All-Star Manager shall be the Manager of 
the team that won the championship in the previous year, but 
if he is no longer in the League, the manager of the next highest 
Club who is still in the League is selected. If no manager of 
the preceding year is still in the League, the new manager of 
the pennant Club of the previous year shall be selected. 


The All-Star Manager may select a coach. No coach for 
either team shall be eligible to participate in the game. 


Awards 


Section 3. All players and umpires who participate in the 
All-Star game shall receive an award to be determined by the 
President. 


RULE XIV 
Dixie Series 


Section 1. The admission charges to all Dixie Series games 
shall be fixed by the Presidents of the contending Leagues. No 
passes shall be issued to any of the Dixie Series games. 
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Club’s Share 


Section 2. The entire receipts of the Clubs participating in 
the Dixie Series shall belong to it. If said sum does not total 
$5,000.00, the difference between the amount and $5,000.00 
shall be paid to such Club by the Association. 


Player’s Share 


Section 8. The share of the players’ pool accruing to the 
Southern Association players from the Dixie Series games as 
provided for by the contract between the Southern Association 
and the Texas League governing the Dixie Series shall be paid 
as follows: 25% to the levets on the Club winning the Semthiirn 
Association i mm and 75% to the players on the Club 
playing in the Dixie Series. One secretary and the manager of 
each Club sharing the players’ pool of the Dixie Series shall be 
entitled to a full share of the players’ pool of their Club from 
the Dixie Series. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE SOUTHWESTERN LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAI 
BASEBALL CLUBS (CLASS B), 1956-57 


League Office: 311 Central National Bank Building, San Angelo, Texas 
W. J. Green, President (San Angelo, Tex.) 
L. F. Lafont, First Vice President (Plainview, Tex.) 
Cc. F. Montgomery, Second Vice President (Carlsbad, N. Mex.) 
Lee W. Sanders, Executive Secretary (San Angelo, Tex.) 
Thomas M. Yates, Assistant Secretary (San Angelo, Tex.) 
Members: Ballinger, Tex.; Clovis, N. Mex.; Carlsbad, N. Mex.; El Paso, Tex.: 
Hobbs, N. Mex.: Midland, Tex.; Plainview, Tex.: San Angelo, Tex. 


BULLETIN 
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS TO CLUB PRESIDENTS, MANAGERS, AND UMPIRES 


(To become a part of our 1956-1957 Bylaws and Constitution, these amend- 
ments embodied in various league meetings so indicated. ) 

1. All doubleheaders to be comprised of two 7-inning games unless the two 
games are played as separate openers, for example, one in the afternoon and 
one at night in which case they would naturally have to be 9 inning games. 
(Embodied in minutes, meeting held at Midland 2/10/57. ) 

2. Player rule and classification beginning with opening day of championship 
season, clubs may carry a total of 16 active players, consisting of not over 6 
veterans and not less than 3 rookies when up to maximum player limit. Na- 
tional Association rules will apply relative to extra reinstated NDS players. 
Also during the final 20 days of the scheduled season, clubs may not carry over 16 
players. The “5S Day Look” player when added during the season must be a 
rookie. (Embodied in minutes of meeting, Clovis 1/13/57.) 

3. All postponed games to be immediately made up during that current series 
if any games left in that city and not later than next series where those clubs 
meet in city of game where postponement occurred. (Embodied in minutes, 
meeting held in San Angelo 11/4/56. ) 

4. In event of manager going to mound second time in one inning for consulta- 
tion with pitcher, that either pitcher or manager must be removed from game. 
(Embodied in minutes, meeting held San Angelo 11/4/56. ) 

5. Any player or manager evicted from game by umpire carries an automatic 
or minimum fine of not less than $5.00. (Embodied in minutes, meeting held 
San Angelo 11/4/56. ) 

6. It is strictly an eviction and levying of automatic fine that manager or 
coach cannot come up to umpire to protest on ball and strike decisions. (Em- 
bodied in minutes of meeting held San Angelo 11/4/56. ) 

7. The “Hidden” ball trick is positively not allowed in this league. 

8. No inning of any night game may be started after 12: 50a. m. 

Note.—All above rulings are to become a part of our 1956-1957 Bylaws and 
Constitution. 

W. J. GREEN, 
President. 
By TomMy YATES, 
Assistant President. 


SOUTHWESTERN LEAGUE 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
ARTICLE I 
Name, Ownership, Operation 


Section 1. This Association shall be called the Southwestern League of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Clubs. 

Section 2. Each Club in this League shall be independently owned and oper- 
ated insofar as the ownership and operation of all other clubs in this League 
are concerned, but shall at all times be operated in accordance with and sub- 
ject to the rules and regulations now in existence or hereafter adopted, while 
said Club is a member of this League, and made a part of the National Asso- 
ciation Agreement, the Major-Minor League Rules, or of the bylaws, rules and 
regulations of this League when not in conflict with said National Association 
Agreement and Major-Minor League Rules 
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ARTICLE II 
Objects 


Section 1. The objects of this League are: 

(1) To perpetuate Baseball as the National Game of the United States, and 
to surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute public confidence 
in its integrity and methods. 

(2) To protect and promote the mutual interests of professional Baseball 
Clubs, professional Baseball Players and Umpires. 

(3) To establish and regulate the Baseball championship of the League. 


ARTICLE III 


Vembership and Classification 


Section 1. This League shall be a Class B organization and shall consist of 
ten clubs located in the following cities, to wit: Ballinger, Texas; Carlsbad, 
New Mexico; Clovis, New Mexico; El Paso, Texas; Hobbs, New Mexico, Mid- 
land, Texas; Pampa, Texas; Plainview, Texas; Roswell, New Mexico; and 
San Angelo, Texas, and such other clubs as may from time to time be elected 
to membership as hereinafter provided for, but in no event shall there be more 
than one club in any city. This compact shall be binding upon all members 
of this League, their successors and assigns, from the date of its adoption. 

Section 2. Application for membership, except to fill vacancies occurring dur- 
ing the playing season, shall be by ballot of the Directors of the League, a ma- 
jority vote of the directors, voting in a meeting of the Directors called by the 
President, or by mail, being requisite to admission to membership. 

Section 3. To entitle applicants to membership in this League, the application 
must be addressed to the President of the League and give: 

(1) The name of the City in which it is proposed to operate. 

(2) Name of the organization or individual seeking the franchise. 

(3) If a corporation, the names and addresses of the officers and stock 
holders. 

(4) Three references as to the reputation and financial standing of the 
organization or individual seeking the franchise. 

(5) Name of park, location and size of playing field, and separate seat 
ing capacity of grandstand and bleachers. 

(6) Application must be accompanied by check payable to the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues in the sum required for clubs 
in the classification of this League; and by; 

(7) Guaranty Deposit to the amount of one-half the monthly club salary 
limit in this League or to the amount that may be required by the League 
or National Association, which deposit shall be made with and payable to 
the President of National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


ARTICLE IV 
Vacancies in Membership 


In case a vacancy occurs in the membership of this League, the President 
Treasurer shall have authority to take charge of the vacated franchise and 
operate the same for the League, or to transfer it temporarily to other persons 
in the same city who will assume and discharge all obligations of the club in 
that city, provided that such persons shall give satisfactory guarantee of con 
tinuing the membership and fulfilling all obligations, but in case no party or 
parties satisfactory to the President-Treasurer can be found through whom 
such membership can be reestablished in said territory the President-Treasurer 
shall nominate to the remaining clubs all applicants for membership, and the 
vote thereon shall be taken by telegraph or mail, as occasion may require, and 
a majority vote of the remaining clubs will be required to admit any applicants 
to membership. 

Termination of Membership 


Section 1. The membership of any club may be terminated 
(1) By the resignation duly accepted by a majority vote of all the clubs 
in meeting duly convened 
(2) Failure to present its nine at a time and place agreed upon to play 
any championship game, unless caused by unavoidable accident in traveling. 
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(3) Allowing betting or pool selling upon its grounds or in any building 
owned or occupied by it. 


(4) Playing any game of ball with a club that is disqualified under the 
rules of the National Association. 

(5) Offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to lose any game of ball 
or failure to expel immediately from its organization any individual or 
player who shall be proved guilty of offering, agreeing, conspiring, or 
attempting to lose any game of ball, or of being interested in any pool or 
wager thereon. 

(6) Disbandment of its organization or team during the championship 
season or at any time during the life of this contract except in such manner 
as may be herein provided. 

(7) Failing or refusing to fulfill its contractual obligations. 

(8) Failing or refusing to comply with any lawful requirement of the 
Board of Directors. 

(9) Wilfully violating any provision of this Constitution. 

(10) By a majority vote of the remaining clubs that for business reasons 
and the best interests of the League, the membership of any club is no 
longer desirable. Where such membership termination occurs, and when 
no agreement as to the value of the assets of the club or clubs involved can 
be reached, such value shall be left to a board of arbitration, consisting of 
the President-Treasurer and two club owners, members of this League, ap- 
pointed by the President-Treasurer ; their decision shall be final. 

(11) If a club, member of this League, shall be adjudicated bankrupt 
or insolvent by a court of competent jurisdiction, in any bankruptcy or 
other action, suit or proceeding at law or in equity, its membership in this 
league and all rights incident thereto shall terminate ipso facto. 

(12) If a Club, holder and operator of a franchise in this League, is not 
realizing sufficient revenue from the ordinary and usual sources of Club 
income (and is not otherwise able financially) to continue the normal op- 
eration of such franchise without involving the territory in debt and with- 
out becoming in arrears in the matter of player salaries beyond the amount 
of the required guarantee deposit, and such Club can not in the judgment 
of the League President and/or Directors properly continue operation of 
the franchise, it shall be and is incumbent upon the League President 
and/or Directors to terminate the membership of said Club, to reclaim the 
franchise and place the same to the best interests of the League, the Di- 
rectors and the Game. The Directors shall be fully appraised of actual 
conditions surrounding any such franchise and the holder and operator 


thereof, and their opinion, judgment, or recommendation shall by a ma- 
jority vote obtain in all such cases. 


Termination Procedures 


Section 2. To carry into effect the provisions of Section 1 (paragraphs 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9) of this constitution, the facts in any case covered by such 
paragraphs of said Section 1 must be reported to the President of the League, 
who shall at once notify by mail or telegraph the party charged with the spe- 
cified default or offense, inquiring whether any dispute exists as to the facts 
alleged. In case the facts are disputed, the Board of Directors shall, after 
due notice, try the case under such regulations as it may prescribe and the 
Board of Directors’ finding shall be final and conclusive, when such findings shall 
be forwarded to each club, which shall transmit to the President written ballots 
“For Expulsion” or “Against Expulsion,” and if a majority of all clubs vote 
“For Expulsion,” the President shall notify all clubs of the forfeiture of mem- 
bership of the party charged. Action may be taken under Subsection 10 of 
Section 1 at any meeting of the Directors of the League without the formal- 
ities herein set forth, or by mail as the President may elect. 


Members Must Ratify Transfer 


Section 3. In accepting membership in this League and ratifying the con- 
stitution and Rules, each owner of a share or shares in the capital stock of any 
club which is a member hereof and each owner of a share or shares of a club 
which is a member but which is not incorporated, agrees not to transfer said 
share or shares in any club without the approval of a majority vote of the Lea- 
gue to any individual or company or party of individuals may become the 
owner of a share or shares in any club of this League without the approval 
of a majority vote of the League. 
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Guaranty Deposits 


Section 4. (1) On the date designated by National Association rules each 
year, each club, a member of this League, must deposit with the President of 
the National Association a certified check for an amount equal, at least, to 
one-half the monthly salary limit per club allowed by this League, as a guaran- 
tee of payment of any obligations due by the depositing club to its players, this 
League and other Leagues or clubs in the order named, as a guarantee against 
the violation of any provision of this Constitution, rules, or of the legislation 
or contracts made in pursuance thereof. The fund shall be returned to the 
clubs at the colse of the Championship season at the discretion of the President 
of the National Association of Professional Baseful League, less any known 
indebtedness in the class above named unless it shall become necessary to cash 
the same by reason of default by the club in its guarantees, in which event the 
defaulting club must immediately redeposit with the President of the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues its guaranty to the full amount. 


Deposits May Apply on Club and League Indebtedness 


(2) The Guaranty Deposit of any member of this League, together with its 
interest in the sinking fund of the League, or any fund or checks passing through 
the hands of the President of the League belonging to said member shall be 
subject to the payment of any fines, assessments or other indebtedness due to 
the League or any other member of the League, by said member before any 
distribution thereof shall be made. Any club failing to complete any season 
er which shall abandon its territory shall forfeit to the League, subject to appli- 
eation to payment of its indebtedness listed in paragraph (1), all right or claim 
to said guaranty deposit, and to any part of any surplus fund in the treasury of 
the League at the time of said forfeiture: and to any right, title, or interest in 
the franchise theretofore held by it, together with said club’s interest vesting 
immediately in the League. 

Whenever it becomes necessary to use any part of the guaranty fund for the 
purpose of discharging the financial obligations of any club, said club shall be 
required to place the amount so used in discharging its obligations in the guar- 
antee fund immediately upon demand of the guaranty holder, or failing to do 
so, shall forfeit all its right of membership in this League. 


Withdrawal From League 


(3) If any club operating a franchise in this League shall notify the President 
of the League in writing on or before October 1st, after the current season of 
any year is over, during the life of this agreement, that it will not operate its 
franchise during the following season, then it shall be the duty of the President 
of the League to cooperate with such club owner in trying to place said franchise 
with other parties in said city or some other city agreeable to the Directors of 
the League, and if, and when, said franchise is so placed prior to January Ist, 
following said notice, the parties taking over the franchise from the surrender 
ing club shall deposit with the President of the League their guaranty check as 
herein provided, and their proportionate part of any then existing surp'us, 
whereupon the President of the League shall return to the surrendering club its 
guaranty check and its proportionate part of said League surplus, less any 
expense incurred in placing said franchise and any indebtedness enumerated in 
paragraph (1). Title to players on the roster of the surrendering club shall vest 
in the League from date of notice. If the franchise has not been so placed by 
January Ist, it shall be deemed forfeited in all respects. 


New Clubs Subscribe to Rules 


Section 5. All clubs permitted to fill vacancies occurring in the membership of 
this League shall be subject to all rules and regu'ations and requirements of this 
organization, and those referred to in Article 1, Section 2, of this Constitution 


Terminating Membership During Season 


Section 6. Any club member of this League finding itself unable to meet the 
obligations it has assumed during the playing season shall have the right to ask 
the League for permission to dispose of its rights and franchise as a member 
of this League to some other city or organization to membership, providing said 
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elub shall assume, with the rights and franchise of said retiring club all the 
liabilities, responsibilities, and obligations entered into by said retiring club as a 
member of this League. Provided, however, that the retiring club shall not be 
relieved or released from any contract, responsibilities, or obligations entered into 
by it to this League, until all of said contracts, responsibilities, and obligations 
have been fully paid and determined by the club accepting its membership, rights, 
franchise, etc. 
Forfeiture of Franchise 

Section 7. The disbandment, withdrawal, termination of membership, or ex- 
pulsion of any member of this Association shall operate as a complete forfeiture 
of franchise and players thereto belonging and of any right to share in the 
guarantee fund or any other fund deposited with the League by said member. 
Said franchise and players shall become the sole property of this League for 
such disposition as the President and the Board of Directors of the League may 
designate. 

Special Deposit 


Section 8. Each club shall place on deposit with the league president a sum 
of money in the amount of the guaranty deposit to be placed in a special fund 
to be held until September 1 of each year and will be returned to the club at that 
time. The deposit shall be made no later than January 1 of each year. In 
case a club ceases to operate during a playing season or fails to start the season, 
the deposit may be used by the league, through a vote of the majority of directors, 
to operate the club, to aid in seeking a stable operator or be divided equally 
among the other clubs. Only by a vote of at least six of the other nine clubs 
may a club draw its deposit prior to September 1 and only then if an emergency 
is declared and through receipt of the deposit the club can guarantee to operate 
for the remainder of the given season. 


ARTICLE V 
Officers and Their Duties 


Section 1. At its designated Fall meeting, the Board of Directors of the 
League shall elect the Officers of the League. The Officers shall be a President, 
two Vice Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer. (A combination of these officers 
and proper delegation of authority hereunder shall be arranged by resolution 
each year prior to the commencement of the playing season. Salaries, if any, 
shall also be thus established annually, as well as the appointment of persons 
to fill the said offices. If a person other than the nominal President of the League 
shall be charged with the active administration of its affairs, such person shall 
assume the duties delegated hereunder to the “President”.) Where no chair- 
man is named, special or honorary, the President shall be ex-officio Chairman of 
the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall consist of the President 
of the League, and one member from each club, to be selected by the club. 
Each club shall send certificate to the annual meeting of the election of their 
respective members of the Board, but no person shall be qualified to act as 
a Director who is not an actual member of the Directorate of the club he 
represents, nor shall any club, under any circumstances, be represented by its 
manager or any of its players, nor by more than one person on the Board. The 
Board shall have the general supervision of all affairs and business of the 
League. It shall hold special meetings upon call of the President, or a majority 
of the Board, and at such time and place as the call may designate. A quorum 
shall consist of fifty percent of the Board of Directors and the President. The 
President shall have the authority usually vested in the executive officer 
of any organization and shall perform the duties of such and be responsible 
as such. He shall be ex-officio chairman of all committees except such special 
committees as the League shall appoint with the provision that he is not to 
be a member thereof. He shall preside at all meetings of the League and of 
all committees of which he is chairman, but shall have a vote only in case of 
a tie or to constitute a quorum. He shall have general supervision of the 
affairs of the League and shall do and perform all things which shall become 
necessary to protect the League and to secure a strict compliance with the 
letter and spirit of this agreement by all parties who may be or may become 
connected with it. An appeal from any of his actions or rulings shall lie to 
the League, except in the appointment and assignment of umpires, decisions 
on protested games, ruling on the conduct of players, their discipline, and all 
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regulations looking to preserving the order and dignity of the League. The 
President shall regulate all matters pertaining to the welfare of the League 
which may arise and which are not specifically provided for herein. He shall 
be the custodian of all League funds and shall render a strict accounting of 
all receipts and disbursements at the designated Fall meeting of the League. 


Filling Vacancies 


Section 2. Should a vacancy occur in the office of President or Vice President 
during a playing season, the Board of Directors shall, within one week, at a call 
meeting, elect a new President: or shall by mail vote elect a Vice President. 


Clubs Regulate Own Affairs 


Section 3. Each club shall have the right to regulate its own affairs, to 
establish its own rules and discipline, punish, suspend or expel its own man- 
agers, players, or other employees, and do any other thing not in conflict with 
this constitution, the playing rules, or the rules of the National Association, and 
the clubs, members of this League, agree to abide by all rules and edicts of the 
National Association and/or its duly elected officials. This League shall from 
year to year retain its membership in the National Association in whatever class 
it may be assigned, and each club agrees to pay its annual membership and pro- 
tection fee when called upon. 

Section 4. When traveling on account of business of the League, the expenses 
of the President, his Secretary, or both, shall be paid by the League. 


Vacancies on Board 


Section 5. In case of a vacancy in the Board of Directors, the club of which 
he was a member shall designate his successor, and at once notify the Presi- 
dent, but if such a vacancy is caused by the withdrawal, disbanding or dis 
qualification of a club represented on the Board of Directors, the Board of 
Directors may fill the vacancy. 

Section 6. The President shall have the custody and care of the official records 
and papers of the League: shall keep a true record of all meetings of the 
League and the Board of Directors; shall issue all official notices and attend to 
the necessary correspondence: he shall prepare and furnish such reports as may 
be called for by the Board of Directors and shall be entitled to such books, 
stationery, blanks, and materials as the duties of his office may require. 

Section 7. The President shall employ and fix the salaries of all umpires, and 
such office assistants as he may deem necessary shall be paid by the League. 

Section 8. All Necessary expenses of the President in the conduct of his office 
shall be paid by the League. 

Section 9. The President of the League shall be empowered from time to 
time to assess each club its pro rata share of the expenses of the League. 


Official Scorers 


Section 10. (1) The President shall employ someone to act as League statis- 
tician and charge such person with the responsibility of keeping a complete 
record of game and player statistics. The League Statistician is to receive 
$450.00 per season. The President shall also select, appoint and supervise the 
members clubs Official Scorers of all League games with the approval of the 
home club, ete., and said game scorers are to receive $5.00 per game. The 
Statistician shall have supervision of the Official Scorers, subject to the direc- 
tion of the President, and shall furnish to the press and to each club a state- 
ment of the playing records and averages of all players in the League at the 
end of each quarter, the fourth and final issue coming as soon after the close 
of the season as possible. 

(2) The Official Scorer shall be supplied with the necessary blank forms from 
the League Office. It shall be his duty to forward to the statistician the 
properly filled out box scores for each championship game within 12 hours after 
the conclusion of each game. 

(3) No scorer shall be paid for any score reaching the statistician later than 
24 hours after the completion of each game, unless the delay is satisfactorily 
explained, nor shall the Scorer be paid for any score until all preceding games 
have been reported properly to the League Statistician. 

(4) Each member club shall reimburse the League office at the conclusion 
of each home series for said amount paid and/or due said club’s official scorer. 
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League Passes 


Section 11. The President of the League, and no one else, shall be empowered 
to issue such Annual League Passes as he may deem advisable and for the best 
interest of the League. Such Annual Passes shall be signed by the President 
and shall be honored at the gate in all cities comprising the League. Each club 
may issue such passes as it may desire to its own grounds, but no passes shall 
be honored upon any grounds in the League other than the club issuing same. 
No passes shall be accepted upon any grounds in the League on the Fourth of 
July, Labor Day, and during Post-Series. No manager, player or other em- 
ployee of a club may issue passes and if issued they must not be honored. 
(Passes to be issued by clubs should be limited where there is a division of re- 
ceipts with visiting clubs. ) 

ARTICLE IV 


Club Control of Employees and Territory 


Section 1. As herein provided each club belonging to this League shall have 
the right to regulate its own affairs, to establish its own rules, and to discipline, 
punish, suspend or expel its own managers, players, or other employees and 
those powers shall not be limited to cases of dishonest play or open insubordina- 
tion, but shall include all questions of carelessness, indifference, or other conduct 
of the player that may be regarded by the club as prejudiced to its interests, not 
in conflict with, and at all times subject to the provisions of this Constitution and 
the National Association Agreement and the Major-Minor League Rules. 


Territorial Rights 


Section 2. Every club of this League shall have exclusive control of the 
city in which it is located, and of the territory surrounding such city, to the 
extent of ten miles, in every direction from its corporate limits, and no club of 
this League or member of any other League in organized ball shall under any 
circumstances except with the consent of the local League club, be allowed to 
play any club in such territory other than the League club therein located, nor 
shall any League club play any game with a nonleague club within ten miles 
from the corporate limits of the city in which the League club is located without 
the consent of the local League Club. 


ARTICLE VII. GAME RECEIPTS SETTLEMENT, HOLIDAY GAMES, GAME STATEMENTS 
Division of Receipts 


Section 1. Each club shall pay to the league’s general operating fund $50.00 
per schedule opening at home in the regular season and all funds from the All- 
Star game and 10 percent of the playoff receipts as provided elsewhere in this 
Constitution. 

As elsewhere provided by these rules, the President shall be empowered 
from time to time to assess each club its pro rata share of the expenses of the 
league if the regular funds accruing to the general fund under the provision of this 
agreement are not sufficient to cover the items chargeable to said fund. 

Section 2. All Clubs shall account for paid attendance of each game and the 
estimated nonpaid attendance on forms to be provided by the league. These re- 
ports are to be mailed to the league office immediately following each home stand. 


League Accounts 


Section 3. (a) All funds derived by the League from any source other than the 
guarantee fund, including the League’s share of the gate receipts, or any post- 
season series, or championship series from any other source, shall be combined 
in one fund called the sinking fund, out of which the League’s expenses shall 
be met. 

Game Statements 


Section 4. The home club shall prepare a game statement on each game, in- 
dicating attendance, receipts, and proper settlement, on a form supplied by the 
President, and these statements shall be mailed to the President's office following 
each series. 
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League’s Share 


Section 5. The League’s share shall be forwarded to the President by the home 
club after each series of games by its check, and failure to do this promptly shall 
subject the home club to a fine of 10 percent of the amount due the League. It 
shall be imperative on the President that he check the reports and remittances. 


ARTICLE VIII 
Admission Prices 


Section 1. The seale of prices for all clubs in this league for all games of the 
championship season shall be established by each individual club with no mini 
mum or maximum charge. 

ARTICLE Ix 


Salary Limits 


Section 1. No club of this League shall have a total monthly salary roll in 
excess of $4,600, exclusive of the manager, for the period beginning twenty days 
after the opening of the season and ending twenty days prior to its close. On all 
players optioned into the League, the following shall apply against the salary 
limit of the league: $225.00 plus all above $450.00 salary, regardless of which 
club pays the players salary. 


No Side Agreements 


Section 2. No club owner, officers, or stockholders of any club, manager, agent, 
or any person shall make a direct or indirect agreement or arrangement with 
any player, other than that stipulated in the formal contract between the club and 
player, and the player shall not receive from any source whatever any amount or 
sum or other compensation than is provided for in his formal contract. 


Penalty for Violation 


Section 3. Any player who shall show to the satisfaction of the President of 
the League, or its Board of Directors, that the terms of his formal contract are 
exceeded or violated in any manner whatsoever, either directly or indirectly, 
by an officer, manager, or member of the club, or League, shall be declared a 
free agent, and the offending club is prohibited from re-signing such player or 
acquiring his services during the season in which he is released; and any games 
in which such player participates after notification shall be forfeited. 

Section 4. Any club exceeding the salary limit shall be fined Two Hundred 
Dollars in addition to any fine imposed by the National Association, and any 
club guilty of signing a false statement shall also be punished as prescribe 
by the National Association. 

Section 5. All clubs must submit in writing a statement accompanied by the 
official roster attached hereto, a stipulation of each player’s salary covering 
such period so certified in said statement. The statement shall be forwarded 
to the office of the League President immediately following each pay period 
during the playing season. 

An executive committee comprised of two to be elected by the directors of 
the club, the League President to act as chairman, for the sole purpose of 
investigating any complaints regarding such violations. 

In the event either of the two members of said committee should be in any 
capacity connected with a club against whose organization a complaint has been 
filed, such member or members shall be automatically excused from said com 
mittee and all alternates appointed by the League President. 

In any case where said violation is found to exist after thorough investiga 
gation by the Executive Committee, the facts and findings shall immediately be 
forwarded to the office of the President of the National Association of Profes 
sional Baseball Leagues for review and for whatever equitable action they may 
deem necessary. 

The alleged offending club shall pay the cost of investigation. 
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Computing Salary Limit 


Section 6. The total salary of all active players on the club shall be computed 
in the salary limit, except in the case of an Option Player only that part of 
the salary as is paid to him by the assignee club under his contract is to count 
in the salary limit. 

Clubs are strictly prohibited from advancing any money to players on account 
of salary, except for the purpose of transportation. Each club must be pre- 
pared to turn over to the President or his agent at any time all records and 
papers which he may require in determining whether or not the club is within 
the prescribed salary limit. 


Players Must Sign Contracts 


= 


Section 7. No player shall be allowed to participate in any game after the 
opening of the season, unless the President of the League has received his con- 
tract or has been notified of such contract having been made, stating salary. The 
President shall keep a record of all contracts, which shall be open to inspection 
by all clubs in the League. Each club must forward all of its player contracts 
immediately to the President of the National Association who shall, after ap- 
proving and recording them, forward them to the League President to be made 
a matter of record in the League office. 


ARTIOLE X 
Active Player Limits—Player Rule 


Section 1. For a period of twenty days after the opening of the scheduled 
season, clubs in the league may carry 18 players, but thereafter until the final 
20 days of the championship season no club may carry more than 15 players, 
including a playing manager. During the final 20 days of the scheduled season 
clubs may carry not more than 15 players, provided the one additional player 
allowed in this period qualifies as a rookie and that such player shall not be 
eligible for participation in playoff games. 

Each club shall have on its active list at all times during the season no less 
than two (2) rookies and no more than eight (8) veterans with the following 
exceptions: 

That a club whose active list total is less than the maximum or normal player 
limit may carry one less rookie for each player such club is “under” the limit. 

That a club, in addition to the eight veterans allowed, may carry at least three 
reinstated National Defense Service players free of classification within the 
normal limits and for each reinstated NDS player carried within the normal 
limits a required limited service player or rookie may be eliminated. When 
carried in the normal limits, the reinstated NDS player’s club shall be charged 
with his average salary. When carried as an extra reinstated NDS player, his 
salary shall not be charged against the salary limit. 

That extra players, excepting reinstated NDS players, permitted on club rosters 
the first 20 days of the championship season must be of either limited service or 
rookie classification. 

Playoff Eligibility 


Section 2. No player shall be eligible to participate in any playoff for the 
League championship who was not present with and under contract to the club 
attempting to play him at least twenty (20) days prior to the close of the 
championship season. 

Player Classification 


Section 3. The experience and/or classification of each player carried by a 
club shall be properly set out and certified to the President of the League, who 
shall be the sole judge of eligibility. 


Eligible Lists 


Section 4. At the beginning of the championship season, each club shali supply 
to the President a list of all its players, and shall thereafter to the close of the 
season notify him promptly of all players signed or released or properly certified 
to the Disabled, Temporarily Inactive, or Suspended List. The penalty for each 
failure to comply with the provisions of this Section shall be a fine of $25.00 
after notice by the President. 
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Intra-League Deals Prohibited in Final Thirty Days 


Section 5. No club shall dispose of a player to any other club in this League 
within a period of thirty days prior to the close of the current playing season, 
to play during said season, and any player released by another club twenty days 
prior to close of regular scheduled season, cannot be signed by any other club. 


“Five-Day Look” Rule 


Section 6. Should any club after the first twenty (20) days of the playing 
season add or purchase a new rookie player, said club shall have five playing 
days after said player has reported before cutting down to 15 men, no club to 
have more than one player on trial at one time. The five-day look player must 
be a rookie. Any player released outright by a club after having been signed on 
“five-day look” cannot be re-signed under 30 days from date of his release. The 
player on a “five-day look” must be so designated on each batting card for the 
duration of the look period. 

ARTICLE XI 


Section 1. A staff of umpires at least equal in number to the number of clubs 
in the League shall be selected by the President before the opening of the 
championship season. 

Section 2. The umpire shall be under the sole direction and control of the 
President, from whom they shall receive an assignment of duty, and all in 
structions regarding interpretation of the playing rules. The President shall 
prescribe a proper uniform for them, all parts of which shall be worn when the) 
are acting aS umpires. Any umpire is subject to removal by the President, who 
has full power to fill all vacancies. 

Section 3. In the event of the failure of an umpire to umpire a game assigned 
to him, it shall be the duty of the President to provide a substitute to umpire 
said game, and in each case there shall be deducted from the next payment of the 
League umpire the sum of $5 for each game assigned to him, which, for any rea- 
son other than sickness (certificate by a reputable physician) he shall have failed 
to umpire. 

Section 4. All umpires must be at their respective parks of assignment one 
hour prior to scheduled game time. 

Section 5. No umpire of this League is allowed or will be permitted to have 
any person or persons in his dressing room before, after or during the process of 
any championship or post-series game. 


Player Substitutes 


Section 6. In the event of a nonappearance of the assigned League umpire 
for the beginning of the game, or the absence, disqualification of inability, of 
the regular umpire to act, each club manager shall then select one of the sub- 
stitute players of the opposing club, on the bench and not in the game, and the 
two players thus selected shall be the duly authorized umpires for that game, 
and shall receive for their services from the President of the League $2.50 each 


Clubs Must Accept Umpires Assigned 


Section 7. Any club refusing to accept an umpire assigned by the President 
shall be fined not less than $100.00. This penalty in addition to and independent 
of any action that may be taken under other provisions of this Constitution. 


issault on Umpires 


Section 8 Any manager or any player who shall take hold of an umpire or 
his clothing to hold him or shove him or who shall intentionally step on his 
feet shall be fined $50 and removed from the game, in addition to any penalty 
that might apply through National Association channels. 

In all cases of serious outbreaks resulting in injury of flagrant indignities 
to an umpire, the President of the National Association shall have power to 
make full investigation and authority to impose proper penalties upon the man- 
ager, players, officials or clubs as the facts may warrant. 

The umpire is not alone the representative of the individual League and its 
President, but is also the representative of the National Association and must 
be respected accordingly. He must be accorded full protection and assistance 
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by every ball club, club official, manager and player during the period of his 
assignment in that city. Failing to do so, the President of the League, the 
President of the National Association or the Executive Committee may assess 
a substantial fine against and/or forfeit the franchise of the offending club 
and may fine, suspend or place on the ineligible list offending or defaulting 
players and officials 

Penalties for Profanity 


Section 9. The umpire shall remove from the game any player or manager 
guilty of using profanity on the playing field or guilty of indecent conduct. 
Such profane or obscene language used by a player or manager shall be re- 
ported to the President, who shall impose a penalty at his discretion, from 
which there shall be no remission. 


Umpire Transportation 


Section 10. The League office shall pay from League funds the cost of trans- 
porting the umpires in keeping of their assignment, as contracted, unless the 
President shall make other arrangements. 


Police Protection 


Section 11. The home club must furnish ample police protection to the um- 
pire and the visiting club. Police protection to mean that the umpires are 
to be met at the exit gate of the playing field immediately after each game and 
escorted to the club house. For failure to furnish such protection, upon satis- 
factory proof to the President, the club shall be fined $50 for the first offense 
and $100 for each subsequent offense during the season, or in cases of serious 
outbreaks resulting in injury or flagrant indignities to an umpire the President 
may refer the matter immediately to the National Association for handling. 


Clubs Must Not Advance Cash to Umpires 


Section 12. Any cash advanced to any umpire by any club or owner shall be 
against the rules of this League and the President shall not be responsible for 
such advance. 

Length of Assignment 


Section 13. In formulating rules for the government of umpires, the Presi- 
dent shall prepare a schedule showing their routes and assignment. Such 
schedule shall so read, however, as not to permit any umpire to remain in a 
city for a longer period than twelve consecutive days. 


Umpires Cannot be Hired by Clubs 


Section 14. No umpire who severs his relations as such with this League 
shall be permitted to join any club therein as player or manager on its team, 
except by a majority vote of all clubs in the League. 


ARTICLE XII 
Farcical Games Prohibited 


Section 1. Any manager who permits his club to indulge in conduct on the 
field that is calculated to turn any scheduled game into a farce or burlesque 
shall be fined the sum of $50 and any player indulging in such conduct shall be 
fined $25.00 

Penalty for Refusing to Finish Game 


Section 2. Should any club of this League refuse to finish a game once 
started because of dissatisfaction with any ruling or rulings of the umpire, or 
for any cause whatsoever, or any club owner or manager or captain refuse to 
allow a legally appointed umpire to officiate in a game or games to whith he has 
been assigned by the President or which is scheduled to be played, said club 
shall forfeit the game to the opposing team and in addition thereto, if it be 
the home club, it shall be tined the sum of $100, and should either club refuse 
to play an exhibition game an addition fine of $350.00 shall be assessed 
against the club so refusing. 
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If default is by visiting club the fine of $350 shall be paid over to the home 
club; if home club is at fault the amount of fine shall go to the League. 

The owner, manager, or captain of any club, who by his orders causes his 
team to leave the field during progress of a championship game shall be fined 
$200.00. 

Access to Bench and Field Limited 


Section 3. No person shall be allowed on any players’ bench during the progress 
of a championship game unless a member of the club in uniform, except one club 
executive, and he shall not be allowed upon the playing field. Neither shall 
players or opposing clubs visit each other’s bench during game. No other person 
than the above and policemen, the groundkeeper, one bat boy for each club and 
one extra boy to look after the balls is allowed within the enclosure of playing 
field. This rule applies to anyone vending soft drinks or anything else after 
commencement of the game, except in case of an overflow crowd. 


Uniforms—Numbers on Uniforms 


Section 4. Home clubs are required to wear white uniforms at home only 
When traveling anything but white can be worn. 

Section 5. Home and road uniforms of all players must be numbered, and the 
manager of each club must advise the Secretary of the club where his team next 
appears a day in advance as to his probable batting order and the number of each 
player’s uniform. 


Failure to Appear 


Section 6. Any club failing to present its nine at a time and place scheduled for 
a championship game unless caused by unavoidable accident in traveling, shall 
be fined the sum of $250.00, in addition to any other fine herein provided, which 
shall be paid by the offending club to the President of the League for the benefit 
of the club with which said game was scheduled. For the purpose of this pro 
vision a delay of one hour shall not be construed as failure to appear as scheduled 
provided the home team executive shall have been notified of the delay. 


Clubs Cannot Pay Players Fines 


Section 7. Any club reimbursing players or paying the fines of players for fines 
imposed by the President of the League, shall be subjected to a penalty to be 
paid to the League of an amount double the sum of the fine so paid or reimbursed. 

Section 8. Immediately upon being informed by the umpire that a manager, 
coach, or player was removed from a game, the President shall impose such 
penalty as his judgment justifies and shall notify the person involved, and the 
manager of the club of which such person is a member. 

In the event of the imposition of a fine and the failure of the person so fined 
to pay to the League the amount of said fine within five days after such notice, 
such person shall be debarred from participating in any game or from sitting 
on a players’ bench during a game, until such fine be paid. 


Vust Return Balls 


Section 9. The umpire shall require players making the last play out, or last 
handling of the ball in play when the game ends, to return the ball to him, and 
the umpire shall return the ball to the home club. Any player failing or refusing 
to comply with this order shall be fined the sum of $2.00 for the benefit of the 
home club 

ARTICLE XIII 


Settling Disputes 


Section 1. The President of the League shall investigate, determine and 
settle disputes between clubs, subject to the rules of the National Association 
and this Constitution, and his findings shall be final. However, the Board of 
Directors may overrule the decision of the President by an unanimous vote by 
mail when a written statement is submitted to the President or by him trans- 
mitted to each member of the Board. 
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Complaints by Clubs 


Section 2. The President shall at once consider any complaint preferred by 
a club against a manager or player or another club (prior to the expiration of 
the championship season) for conduct in violation of any provision of this 
Constitution or prejudicial to the good repute of the game of baseball; and 
shall have power to fine, suspend, or expel such player or manager, provided 
that such complaint is preferred in writing, giving such particulars as may 
enable the President to ascertain all the facts. 


Complaints by Players 


Section 3. In case a player shall, during a current season, prefer a com- 
plaint in writing to the President of the League against the club employing 
him, alleging that such club is in arrears to him for salary for more than thirty 
days after such salary became due, the President shall at once transmit to the 
said club a copy of such complaint and require an answer thereto. If on 
receipt of such answer, or if one week shall have elapsed without the receipt 
of such answer, the President shall find the player’s compalint sustained, he 
shall require the club, under penalty of forfeiture of membership, to pay the 
player forwith the full amount ascertained to be due him; provided that should 
the player refuse to serve the club, pending action by the President on his com- 
plaint, he will thereby forfeit the benefit of the award and in such case the 
President shall revoke the award. 


Appeal by Player 


Section 4. Any player who shall have been expelled, suspended or disciplined 
by a club may, within thirty days after the date of expulsion, suspension or 
discipline, file with the President a written statement of his defense, accom- 
panied by a request or an appeal, accompanying such notice with a copy of the 
appeal and at the next regularly designated meeting, the club, by its duly 
authorized representatives, and the applicant in person, by attorney, or by 
written statement, shall appear before the Board with their testimony. The 
Board shall impartially hear the matter and render their decision, which shall 
be final and forever binding on both the club and the player. 


Clubs Cannot Judge Own Cases 
Section 5. No director shall sit in trial of a case in which his club is interested. 
Trial Expenses 


Section 6. Any expense of trials or arbitrations shall be borne by the parties 
adjudged to be at fault 


ARTICLE XIV 
Playing Schedule 


Section 1. This League shall use the playing rules of the National Associa- 
tion of Professional Baseball Leagues and any rules the League may adopt as 
long as they do not conflict with the National Association. 


Dates of Schedule 


Section 2. The dates of the championship season shall be determined by the 
League. 
Championship Games 


Section 3. Every game played between two clubs from the commencement to 
the conclusion of the championship season shall be a championship game. 


{dopting/ Altering Schedules 


Section 4. All championship games shall be arranged in a written schedule 
to be adopted by the League by a majority vote, before the opening of the season. 
The schedule shall provide for an equal number of home and road games where 
practicable and specify the date of each game and of each series of games. 
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Any club requesting a transfer from the regular schedule of games shall make 
application in writing, signed by both club Presidents, to the President, who 
shall present the same to the League for approval. No games shall be trans 
ferred except by a majority vote of all clubs of the League. 


Split Season Provision 


Section 5. If a split season is to prevail the schedule of the playing season 
shall be divided into two parts, the first half ending at or near the middle of 
the season and the second opening on the succeeding scheduled day following 
the date designated as the close of the first half. The leading club on such clos 
ing date shall be designated as the winner of the first half, but under no 
circumstances shall there be more than one split in any playing season. 


Tie in Standings 


Section 6. If a tie exists between two or more clubs for the lead on the closing 
day of the first half, certain games regularly scheduled between these clubs in 
the second half shall be designated to determine the first half winner. If such 
a tie exists on the closing day of the second half, a series of games shall be 
arranged to determine the winner. In either case, the number of games shall 
be determined by agreement between the clubs concerned and if they are unable 
to agree, by vote of the League. 


Postponement/Split Season 


Section 7. No postponed games from the first half shall be carried over into 
the second half. The President is empowered to order any postponed games 
played at any date that he sees fit and necessary in either half and any club 
refusing to comply with his instructions shall forfeit said game (or games) 
to the opposing club, 9-0. 

Split Season Playoff 


Section 8. In case of a split season if any club other than the winner of the 
first half shall lead at the ciose of the second half, a playoff shall be arranged 
to decide the championship. The playoff shall consist of as many games as may 
be necessary for one club to win three games, and the club so winning those 
games shall be declared the winner of the championship. 


“Shaughnessy Plan” Playoff 


Section 9. In the event it is voted by the League that the officially adopted 
schedule of championship games is to be played under the so-called “Shaughnessy 
Plan,” or similar playoff arrangement, the winner of the League championship 
shall be decided as follows: 

The clubs finishing first and fourth on the total season's play shall enter a 
playoff series consisting of as Many games as may be necessary for one club 
to win four games and the club so winning four games shall be declared the 
winner of the series. The clubs finishing second and third on the total season’s 
play shall enter a playoff series running concurrently with the above and con 
sisting of as many games as may be necessary for one club to win four games 
and the club winning four games shall be declared the winner of the series 
The winning clubs in the two series thus provided shall enter a final playoff 
Series consisting of as Many games as may be necessary for one club to win 
four games and the club so winning four games in said final playoff shall be 
declared the winner of the League championship. 

The clubs finishing first and second have the choice as to where the series 
of games between the first and fourth place clubs and the series of games be 
tween the second and third place clubs shall open. In the first two series two 
games shall be played in the cities where the series open, then, in each instance, 
the clubs shall move to the cities of the original visiting clubs and play three 
games, and then return to the opening cities for two games—except that the 
series shall end where and when one club wins four games in each instance, 
as provided. As to the final series, between the winning clubs of the first two 
Series, the club in said final series that finished highest on the full season has 
the choice as to where said series shall open, and the schedule shall be two 
games in the opening city, three in the other and two back in the first city, except 
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of course that the series shall terminate where and when one club wins four 
games. 


Playoff Admission Prices 


Section 10. The scale of prices of any playoff and division of receipts shall 
be determined at called special meeting between clubs entering playoffs, prior 
to that time. 

League Playoff Share/Expense 


Section 11. The expenses of any playoff, such as the umpires’ salaries and 
expenses of the President and/or Secretary shall be deducted from the League’s 
10 percent of playoff receipts. Each club shall bear its own expenses and the 
home club in each game shall bear all expenses of grounds, ticket sale, and other 
expenses incidental to each game. 


Doubleheaders 


Section 12. In the event of afternoon doubleheaders, the first game shall be 
scheduled as nine innings and the second game as seven innings. In the event of 
night or twi-night doubleheaders, the first game shall be scheduled as seven 
innings and the second game as nine innings. No night doubleheader shall start 
later than 7 p. m. local time. 


Postponements 


Section 18. When a game is called off on account of rain, dust or inclement 
weather conditions before the completion of four and one-half innings, such game 
shall be played off as a doubleheader during the same series, weather permitting, 
unless some future date, more satisfactory, is mutually agreed upon by both 
clubs in which case the President shall be notified immediately and the local clubs 
shall notify the umpires officiating in that city before 3 o’clock p. m. on the day 
preceeding the date on which such game is to be played. 


Transferred Postponements 


Section 14. If, however, all of the series games scheduled on any ground have 
been ended and such tied or postponed games unplayed, while a series of games 
remains to be played in the city of the original visiting club, between the same 
two clubs, then such game shall, if possible, be played off on the grounds of the 
original visiting club on a date to be determined by the club to which such 
game is transferred. 

The President is empowered to order any postponed games played at any date 
he sees fit or necessary and any club refusing to comply with his instructions 
shall forfeit said game (or games) to the opposing club, 9-0. 


Rain Checks 


Section 15. In the event of a game being stopped for any cause before the 
completion of four and one-half innings, the home club shall issue rain checks 
good for the following game only or for any succeeding game. 


Official Ball 


Section 16. No championship game shall be played with any ball other than 
the official ball as adopted by this league, with the exception that any club may 
use their adoption of any such balls left over from previous season. 


Protesting Playing Grounds 


Section 17. The home club must use every facility in its possession to protect 
the grounds from rain under penalty of a $100.00 fine for each failure to do so. 


Champion of Straight Season 


Section 18. At the close of the regularly scheduled championship season, where 
no split or playoff is provided, the President shall prepare a tabulated statement 
of the games played, won, and lost by each club, according to the reports in the 
official scores, and the club which shall have made the highest percentage of 
victories shall be declared the champonship club. 
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ARTICLE XV 
Protests, etc. 


Section 1. All protested games shall be decided by the President within 48 
hours after the game has been played upon which the protest is made. There 
shall be no appeal from his decision. No protest will be entertained by the 
President on a question of playing rules unless it is made by the manager of the 
offended club at the time the play occurs thus giving the umpire an opportunity 
to reverse a decision in error without affecting the game. 


Filing Time 


Section 2. No protest shall be entertained by the President unless it is filed 
by noon of the day following the day on which the game is played. The pro- 
testing club must give the umpire verbal notice of the protest at the time it is 
made and must notify the League office in writing or by telegram, and the oppos- 
ing club, setting forth grounds upon which protest is made. If the protesting 
club is unable to find officials of the opposing club, a written notice deposited 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company for delivery shall be regarded by 
the League as notice to such opposing club. Each club and the umpire shall 
submit statement of the case by night letter or telegraph, and the umpire shall 
also make his recommendation. [Clubs failing to have their evidence in the 
hands of the President within 24 hours after receiving such notice from the pro- 
testing club, shall forfeit all rights and lose such games by default. All tele- 
grams sent to the President in protested games shall be prepaid. ] 


Protest Deposit 


Section 3. With each formal protest by a member club’s manager, a ten ($10.00) 
Dollar deposit must be posted by the manager making the protest. The deposit 
will be returned if the protest is allowed. However, if the protest is disallowed, 
the deposit will be retained and become a part of the League’s fund. 


ARTICLE XVI 
Inter-League Series 


Section 1. Inter-League series may be arranged between this League and other 
Leagues each season, to begin not later than three days following the close of 
this League season. Such series shall be held strictly under the rules of the 
National Association and under a Board of Control selected by said Association. 
The date of said series and the details governing same to be agreed upon in 
writing between the President of the contending Leagues at a date not later than 
September ist of each year. 


Player Salary in Series 


Section 2. No club shall directly or indirectly pay to any player any bonus or 
remuneration whatsoever for his services in an Inter-League Post-Series other 
than his regular salary and the share of the Post-Series proceeds to which he may 
be entitled as a member of one of the contending clubs in said series. Any club 
violating this provision shall be fined the sum of $500.00. 


ARTICLE XVII 


General Rules 


Section 1. The decision as to whether a regularly scheduled game of the 
championship season shall be played in the afternoon or at night rests entirely 
with the home club. However, should a club elect to change from day to night, 
or vice versa, such club is required to so notify the visiting club at least twenty- 
four hours prior to game time. 

Section 2. During the execution of play should the lights go out before the 
play is completed the umpire is to be the sole judge as to where play is to be 
resumed, 

Section 3. When a single game is scheduled, it shall not be a suspended game 
unless at least five inning have been played. No game shall be a suspended game 
after nine innings have been completed. When such suspended game is com- 
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pleted, it shall be resumed at the point of interruption of the original game, with 
the same personnel of the original game, as nearly as possible, and shall be com- 
pleted preliminary to the regularly scheduled game of that date. A game may 
be suspended for the following reasons: (1) Light failure; (2) a curfew imposed 
by law; (3) a time limit legal under league rules. 

A game called because of rain, high winds, or dust or other weather elements 
does not qualify as a suspended game and is not played out at a later date. 

A drawn or tie game, or a game postponed for legal cause or called before it 
becomes a regulation game, in accordance with the official playing rules, shall 
be played off as a part of a doubleheader at a later date. 

Section 4. The visiting club shall be allowed fifteen minutes of practice time 
under the lights prior to each night game. 

Section 5. The home club before each scheduled championship or post-series 
game will supply the visiting team with one (1) dozen baseballs to be used for 
batting practice and (1) baseball to the visiting team’s pitcher for warmup 
practice. All baseballs are to be returned to the home club at the conclusion 
of said practice. 

Section 6. The “hidden-ball” trick is positively not allowed in this League. 

Section 7. No inning of any night game shall be started after 12:50 a. m., 
local time. 

Section 8 The pitchers of each championship game played in this League 
must take their place in the ‘ton deck circle” ready to take their turn at bat 
without delay ; that failure to do so shall be a fine of $5.00. 

Section 9. No player under contract to a club a member of this League or a 
player “working out” with a member club of this League shall appear on the 
playing field from the time of the starting of batting practice and infield work- 
outs to the conclusion of the game without being in his complete uniform; that 
a penalty for violation of this rule shall be $5.00 for each offense. 

Section 10. Players in uniform shall not address nor mingle with spectators, 
nor sit in the stands before or during a game. No manager, captain, coacher or 
player shall address any spectator before or during a game. Players of opposing 
teams shall not fraternize at any time while in uniform. 

Section 11. No manager of any club a member of this League can designate any 
imaginary lines in the ground rules. All such lines must be “marked off” before 
the start of each championship game. 

Section 12. The home club shall be responsible for the selection of the visiting 
club’s two bat and/or ball boys for each home game. 

Section 13. The home club management shall provide each umpire with a 
towel in the Umpire’s dressing room for use after the game. 

Section 14. The Board of Directors shall designate in advance each year the 
site of the All-Star game. 

Section 15. Meal allowance per day shall be $3.00 per player while the club is 
on the road. 

Section 16. Umpires must report the condition of the playing field on a space 
so provided on the daily report card to the president, and the president is em- 
powered to act to remedy conditions that are unfavorable for conducting league 
games. 

Section 17. No change in the Constitution and Bylaws of this organization shall 
become effective until approved by the National Association where such rules 
or bylaws are in any way affected by the National Association rules. 


ARTICLE XVIII 
League Meetings 


Section 1. The Directors and the President of this League shall meet for the 
transaction of League business at two regularly designated meetings each year. 

One of said two meetings shall be called the Spring meeting and shall be held 
in some town a member of this League commencing at 8 o'clock p. m., on the 
Third Saturday of the month of January. 

The other of said two meetings shall be called the Fall meeting and shall also 
be held in some town a member of this League commencing at 8 o’clock p. m., on 
the Third Saturday of the Month of October. 

Section 2. No meeting of this League for the transaction of business shall be 
held at the National Association Convention Meeting unless a qualified and 
designated voting representative of each club a member of this League is present. 
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Npecial Meetings 


Section 3. Special Meetings shall be called at the option of the League Presi 
dent or upon the written call of a majority of the clubs. 


Ewrecutive Sessions 


Section 4. The League may, upon a majority vote of its members, elect to go 
into executive session for the transaction of any of its business. 


Quorum 


Section 5. Representatives of fifty percent of the clubs and the President of 
the League shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a less 
number may adjourn from time to time until a quorum is obtained. 


Amendments 


Section 6. The constitution may be altered or amended by a majority vote of 
the League at the Fall meeting of directors only, provided the amendments are 
prepared in writing and presented to the league Vresident at least two weeks 
prior to said meeting, copies of proposed amendments to be mailed to all direc 
tors prior to the meeting. The constitution may be amended or altered without 
the written proposals as outlined above in the Fall meeting by three-fourths 
majority. 

Any section of the constitution may be suspended for the season or amended 
by a unanimous vote between fall meetings, and not otherwise. Said votes may 
be cast by wire, mail, or at a special League meeting as the President of the 
League may elect. 

Section 7. Order of business shall be: (1) Reading of minutes of previous 
session. (2) Report of Board. (3) Report of Committees. (4) Election of new 
members. (5) Amendments of the Constitution. (6) Election of officers. (7) 
New Business 
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OFFICERS OF THE TEXAS LEAGUE 
621 Dallas Hotel 
Dallas, Texas 


Dick Butler, President-Secretary-Treasurer.......................- Dallas, Texas 


Office of Vice-President....................-.cccce00000 Rotates annually among the 
Board of Directors 


Wm. B. Ruggles, League Statistician......................2.....-2000-+- Dallas, Texas 


CITIES HOLDING CLUB MEMBERSHIPS 
AND CLUB DIRECTORS 
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CORPORATE OFFICERS OF TEXAS LEAGUE CLUBS 


AUSTIN: (Austin Baseball Club, Inc.) 
pS Fe RP ee President 
SUITE Tis INN saa nccrhaes tirhilinnihdeetesindilteichhadsonsahmcaabaaiiniain canal Secretary 
P. O. Box 359, Austin, Texas 


DALLAS: (Dallas Baseball Club) 
Mrs. R. W. Burnett, Mrs. Frank Brown, 
EE a ae re ee Co-Owners 
I Ti iain ita General Manager 
P. O. Box 6228, Dallas, Texas 


FORT WORTH: (Fort Worth Baseball Club, Inc.) 


mpemaas FF. TEU W inSain css ee tccicccesgpeclannsesipiianibiiaaaiall President 
Bry i Ns sea Executive Vice President 
IID ITI TIIII:scinncssessisag.teieuiilieineiimiincacleiaeamem nia ......9eeretary 
We hn Ti cca E...iea re ccceta lb dtcanamniitdeinsinsndhniacesl Treasurer 


LaGrave Field, Fort Worth, Texas 


HOUSTON: (Houston Baseball Association, Inc.) 


a Bi Ts, i hteratcatvscnssns gene mehcciniaiigeantei mettle President 
Arvtaur C. Bowtene 215.2 nd Executive Vice President 
Po FS Rene re ee Secretary-Treasurer 


P. O. Box 1691, Houston, Texas 


OKLAHOMA CITY: (Oklahoma City Baseball ee 
FP Re een ae Sener et ieee ay) ee President and Owner 
P. O. Box 1236, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


SAN ANTONIO: (Alamo City Baseball Company) 


MN TOI is vcirecnminviswicecnicinsinicistestelsisiphsecatiitipiapieiamentaaaeaaia President 
UE Tene ee ns ctiraseiisinientetcininistaikieoniaiapemaialasia General Manager 
IEE IID vcnnesccisioincrnnssinpihiasinadnlinsiictescuiiebenieeaanaae Treasurer 


P. O. Box 1306, San Antonio, Texas 


SHREVEPORT: (Shreveport Texas League Baseball Corporation) 


ena POR i bckinland. Ltn chlnedbnennsiideanemeanal President 
iin ii tie hence neem ae Vice President 
PUNO Mic, MNO gcc cncesseitsonchecsascvennsucciasesbergascronoeetnaaeneann Secretary 
Men Ch, CNG his, abi SARUM NS... cccnititsiuiiiionsdteaddial Treasurer 


P. O. Box 1462, Shreveport, Louisiana 


TULSA: (Tulsa Oilers Baseball Club, Inc.) 
IEE OG 5 SING SI heres eesetanieindininiiedsainebacunsstcnesvenitobieisbeacian President 
4400 East 15th Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
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ARTICLE ONE 


NAME 


This organization shall be called the Texas League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs. 


ARTICLE TWO 
OBJECTIVES 


Section 2.01. OBJECTIVES. The objectives of this League shall be: 


(a) To perpetuate baseball as the national game of the United 
States, and to surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute 
public confidence in its integrity and methods. 


(b) To protect and promote the mutual interests of professional 
baseball olebe and professional baseball players. 


(c) To establish and regulate the baseball championship of the 
Texas League. 


ARTICLE THREE 
MEMBERSHIP 


Section 3.01. LOCATION-DURATION. This League shall consist of 
eight clubs located in the following named cities, viz: Austin, Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Shreveport, Houston, Oklahoma City, San Antonio, Tulsa 
and such other clubs as may from time to time be elected to member- 
ship therein as hereinafter provided for, but in no event shall there be 
more than one club in any city. This compact shall be for a term of 
fifty (50) years beginning February 25th, 1928, a certificate to which 
effect shall be issued to each club, signed by the President-Secretary of 
oyery club of the League and by the President-Treasurer of the 

ague. 


Section 3.02. TERRITORIAL RIGHTS. Every club of this League shall 
have exclusive rights in and control of the city in which it is located, 
and of the territory surrounding said city to the extent of ten miles 
in every direction from its corporate limits, and no visiting club shall, 
under any circumstances, except with the consent of the home club, 
be allowed to play any club in such territory other than the League 
club therein located. 


Section 3.03. No member shall change its location to any other city 
unless authorized by three-fourths of the members of this League at 
an Annual or Special Meeting. 


Section 3.04. VACANCY OF LEAGUE FRANCHISE. If a vacancy 
occurs in the membership of this League during the championship 
season, the vacancy may be filled as directed by a three-fourths ma- 
jority vote of the Directors of this League. The vacated franchise 
may be operated for the League, o1 transferred temporarily to other 
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persons in the same city who shall assume and discharge all obliga- 
tions of the club in that city, provided that such persons shall give 
satisfactory guarantee of continuing the membership and fullfilling 
all obligations, but in case no party or parties satisfactory to the 
League can be found to assume such obligation, the President shall 
immediately call a meeting of the League Directors for the purpose 
of filling the vacancy. 


Section 3.05. Upon admission to fill a vacancy a new permanent 
member shall assume all rights, duties and obligations of membership, 
financial and otherwise, as are incumbent upon other permanent 
members. 


Section 3.06. ASSIGNMENT OF MEMBERSHIP. No assignment 
of membership will be accepted without the approval of a majority of 
the members of the League other than the assignor club and only at 
the Annual or a Special Meeting of the League, nor will any such 
assignment be ratified until the assignee has undertaken to be bound 
34 the provisions of the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of the 

eague. 


Section 3.07. This League may, by a majority vote (exclusive of 
the assignor member), request in writing all facts and details of any 
proposed sale of membership herein, and if such request is made the 
assignee and assignor shall furnish to this League such information 
requested before the approval of the sale. 


Section 3.08. noe the franchise assignment, the assignee member 
shall be liable to this League for all liabilities for which the assignor 
member was liable to this League, and shall take the standing and 
percentage of the assignor member in any season’s contest and shall 
play all scheduled games of the assignor member except as the Board 
of Directors of this League may otherwise order. 


Section 3.09. WITHDRAWING, RETIRING. If any member of this 
League shall notify the President of this League, in writing, after the 
current season and on or before January ist, of any year, that said 
member wishes to withdraw from the League, or will not or cannot 
operate its franchise during the following season, then it shall be the 
duty of the President of the League to co-operate with such member 
in trying to place said franchise with other parties in said city, or 
some other city agreeable to the Directors, and if and when said fran- 
chise is so placed prior to March lst, preceding the next current 
season, the parties taking over the franchise from the surrendering 
member shall deposit their guarantee checks with the National Asso- 
ciation of Professional Baseball Leagues, and their proportionate part 
of any then existing surplus in the League treasury in which the 
retiring member has a proportionate recognized claim, whereupon the 
President of the League shall return the guarantee check and its pro- 
portionate part of said surplus of the surrendering club less any ex- 
aes eee in placing said franchise and any indebtedness above 
named. 
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Section 3.10. CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP. The names of each 
shareholder in each club of this League, the number of shares they 
hold, the par value of each share and number of shares outstanding, 
total shares authorized, and any other information the President may 
require as to the ownership of a club must be certified to the President 
of the League and kept on file in his office, and all changes in such 
ownership must be duly certified to him. 


In accepting membership in this League and ratifying the Consti- 
tution and Rules, each owner of a share in the capital stock of any 
club which is a member thereof and each owner of a share or shares 
of a club which is a member but which is not incorporated, agrees not 
to transfer said share or shares in any club without the approval of a 
three-fourths vote of the League to any individual or company or 
party of individuals, and no individual or company or party of individ- 
uals may become the owner of a share or shares of any club of this 
League without the approval of a three-fourths vote of the League. 


Section 3.11. TERMINATING MEMBERSHIP. This League may 
terminate the membership of any member and forfeit to this League 
such member’s franchise, and players’ contracts and reservations, for 
the following causes: 


(a) By the resignation or assignment duly accepted by a three- 
fourths majority vote of the remaining members in a meeting duly 
convened and as provided by Sections 3.06, 3.07, 3.08 and 3.09. 

(b) Willful failure to present its team at the time and place fixed, 
and properly equipped, to play any baseball game which this League 
has scheduled or directed to be played, unless due to unavoidable acci- 
dent or other cause beyond the member’s control, or in connection with 
which the member has exercised reasonable care. 

(c) By allowing open betting or pool selling upon its grounds or in 
any building owned or occupied by it. 

(d) By playing any game of ball with a club or team whose dis- 
qualification or ineligibility notice has been given the club by the 
ees or Board of Directors of this League or the National Asso- 
ciation. 

(e) By offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to fix the 
result of any baseball game or failure to expel immediately from its 
team or organization, any player, manager, employee or officer who 
shall have been found guilty by a court or by baseball authority hav- 
ing jurisdiction of such offense, of offering, agreeing, conspiring or 
attempting to fix the result of any baseball game, or found to have 
been interested in or connected with the placing of a bet upon a base- 
ball game in respect of which he has any duty to perform. 


(f) By disbandment of its organization or its baseball team dur- 
ing a championship season or within the period prior to or subsequent 
to a championship season covered between the dates of March Ist to 
January 1st of any calendar year, unless such disbandment is only a 
temporary necessity compelled by the accidental destruction of the 
playing park or an act of nature temporarily destroying the city or 
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so large a section thereof that its business is interrupted. (In such a 
contingency, the club owner and the President-Treasurer shall make 
every effort to transfer the property and playing schedule of the club 
involved to the closest available location, and where such transfer is 
impractical shall take all possible steps to render the loss negligible to 
the club and to the League and to protect the club in its playing and 
territorial rights where compatible with the rules of the National 
Association). 


(g) By the failure or refusal of any club to fulfill its contractual 
obligations. 


(h) By the failure or refusal of any club to comply with any law- 
ful requirement of this League. 


(i) By the wilful violation by any club of any provision of this 


constitution or of the legislation or playing rules made in pursuance 
thereof, 


(j) By the failure of any club to draw a paid attendance of 50,000 


ere a season, based on box office settlements with the visiting 
club. 


(k) By the owner or official of any club becoming guilty of gross 
violation of any substantial rule of the League or of any flagrant 
violation of any law of the State of Texas or of the United States, or 
of any disgraceful conduct or practice, tending to bring discredit upon 


baseball or upon his standing in the community, or contrary to the 
welfare of organized baseball. 


(1) By a three-fourths majority vote of the Members of the League 
that for business reasons and the best interest of the League, such 
membership shall no longer be desirable. In the event termination of 
membership occurs under Section 3.11(1), such Member shall be en- 
titled to the benefits accruing to it under Sections 3.09 and 3.15 as to 
“Guarantee Deposits,” “Surplus share,” and “Consideration received 
for transfer of player contracts or reservations.” The League shall be 
required to proceed through the formalities listed in Section 3.12(a), 
(b), (c), and (d). 

(m) If a club, member of this League, shall be adjudicated bank- 
rupt or insolvent by a court of competent jurisdiction, in any bank- 
ruptcy or other action, suit or proceeding at law or in equity, its 
membership in this League and all rights incident thereto shall termi- 
nate ipso facto. 


Section 3.12. FORFEITURE OR ALTERNATIVE. To carry into 
effect Section 3.11, the following procedure shall be followed: 


(a) Before the membership of any club may be forfeited, a writ- 
ten specification of the alleged cause for forfeiture shall be sent to 
such club, by registered mail, and such club shall be required to file, 
in writing, its answer thereto, within such time, not less than ten 


(10) days nor more than thirty (30) days, as the Board of Directors 
of this League may order. 


(b) Promptly upon receipt of such answer, or upon the failure of 
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the defendant club to file such answer within the time limited therefor, 
a special meeting of this League shall be called to hear and decide 
the issues involved, and to determine whether a forfeiture of such 
membership or other penalty shall be declared. 


(c) Notice of the time and place of such special meeting, and a 
copy of the charges and answer, shall be sent registered mail, not less 
than ten (10) days prior to the date of such special meetings, to each 
member of this League, including the defendant club. 


(d) The hearing shall be held in accordance with the By-Laws and 
Rules of this League, and such other rules and regulations as the 
Board of Directors may prescribe. Such rules shall always recognize 
the right of the defendant club to be represented by its officers and 
counsel, and to present evidence and argument material to the mat- 
ters and issues involved. 


Section 3.13. ALTERNATIVE PENALTY. In lieu of forfeiture of 
membership, this League may, by a majority vote of its members, the 
interested club not voting, impose a fine or other penalty, commen- 
surate to the act, default or offense; and in this event, in addition to 
such fine or other penalty, this League shall also award and direct 
reasonable and adequate compensation (or if not exactly ascertain- 
able, then a reasonable penalty) to be paid by the defendant club, to 
any person, club or organization this League may find to have been 
injured or damaged by the act, default or offense of the defendant 
club, its officers, employees or agents. This is in place of forfeiture 
and the maximum penalty which may be imposed in any case shall 
not exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). 


Section 3.14. REGULATIONS. A three-fourths majority of the 
members of this League must concur in the finding and decision, if 
forfeiture be declared and if a fine or other penalty and compensation 
to an injured party, be declared. 


Section 3.15. If forfeiture or explusion be declared, the defendant 
shall be conclusively deemed to have forfeited to this League its Fran- 
chise and its players’ contracts and reservations; and this League 
shall have full and complete title thereto within the limits provided 
in the National Association Agreement Section 30.13, and may use and 
dispose of the same, as absolutely discharged from any claim or in- 
terest of the forfeiting club therein, in such manner, upon such terms, 
and to such transferees as this League shall see fit, without notice to 
the forfeiting club or others. Any consideration received by this 
League for the transfer of such Franchise shall be retained by this 
League, and the forfeiting club shall have no right, claim or interest 
therein: but any consideration received for transfer of player con- 
tracts or reservations, after first deducting all costs, attorneys’ fees, 
and all other expenses incurred in the forfeiture proceedings and hear- 
ing, and in connection with such player transfers, or incident thereto 
or resulting therefrom, shall be paid over to the forfeiting club upon 
its executing a release of all claims. Pending any such transfer of the 
forfeited franchise, or of such player contracts or reservations, this 
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League may use the same and exercise the same rights as the for- 
feiting club might have exercised thereunder, but for such forfeiture, 
without notice to and without any compensation or obligation what- 
soever to the forfeiting club. 


Section 3.16. The Board of Directors of this League shall be the 
sole tribunal empowered to adjudicate any actions within the pro- 
visions of this Article, and its findings and decisions shall be final 
and conclusive, and all cases adjudicated within those said provisions 
are construed to be exclusively Intra-League affairs and not subject 
to other baseball authority as provided for by Section 6.06(f) of the 
National Association Agreement (except as provided for). 

Section 3.17. Each member shall have full and complete control 
over its internal affairs and property, its officers, employees, and play- 
ers, except as its rights, duties and obligations are or may be fixed 
or limited by the Constitution and By-Laws and Rules of this League, 
or by any agreement to which this League may be a party or by any 
legislation or Rules made or adopted pursuant thereto. 


ARTICLE FOUR 
MEETINGS 


Section 4.01, ANNUAL MEETINGS. The Annual Fall Meeting of 
this League shall be held during the Month of October of each year, 
or as early as practical after the Auditor’s annual report is ready for 
the League’s fiscal year ended as of October 31st and said meeting 
shall be held in a member city in the League or at such place as the 
President may designate. 

The Annual Schedule Meeting shall be held on the first Saturday 
after January 1 of each year in a member city of the League, or at 
such place as the President may designate. 


Section 4.02. SPECIAL MEETINGS. (a) Special meetings of this 
League may be called by the President or Board of Directors when- 
ever deemed advisable and shall be called upon the written request of 
three (3) members of this League, such call to state the names of the 
members requesting the meeting and the business to be transacted. 
No business other than that expressly stated in the call of any special 
meeting shall be transacted at such meeting, except by unanimous 
consent of all members of this League. (Ref. Sec. 12.03). 

(b) In any season when it has been voted to play an All-Star Game, 
a special meeting of League Directors shall be held in the host city 
preceding the game on special call by the President, the said call to 
specify whether the meeting will be an open or executive meeting. 


Section 4.03. All League Meetings, other than the Annual Fall 
Meeting, which are provided for in Section 4.01 shall be held in Dallas, 
Texas, or in the city of the last pennant winner unless in the case of 
any particular meeting, the League Directors shall otherwise order. 


Section 4.04. NOTICE AND CLUBS’ REPRESENTATION. Notice 
of all meetings of the League shall be given to each member by mail 
or telegraph at least ten (10) days before such meetings. Such notice 
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shall briefly state the time, place and purpose of the meeting. The 
giving of such notice may be waived in writing by any member. Fail- 
ure to give such notice or any defect or irregularity therein, shall not 
affect or invalidate any meeting, or any proceedings or action at such 
meeting so far as members who have waived notice or who are repre- 
sented at such meeting are concerned. In case of extreme emergency, 
the ten day notice will not be necessary. 


Section 4.05. At all meetings of this League, each member club 
shall be entitled to two (2) representatives at the meeting, one of 
whom shall be the League Director, or his duly qualified substitute, 
and the other a duly qualified officer, stockholder or authorized repre- 
sentative. 

Section 4.06. PLAYERS BARRED. No player or manager shall be 
admitted to the League meetings as representative of any club, unless 
a qualified Director of the League or holding the proxy of that club to 
represent and vote for such club for which he may hold proxy. 

Section 4.07. PROXY. A member may be represented at any meet- 
ing of this League by proxy given to another member of this League, 
if a certificate of appointment of such proxy signed by an officer of 
such member shall be filed with the President of this League before 
or when the meeting shall be called to order. 

Section 4.08. QUORUM. A representation of a majority of clubs 
holding membership in this League shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business at any meeting of the League. Until a quorum 
is obtained at a meeting or adjourned session thereof, a less number 


may adjourn from time to time, without notice other than by an- 
nouncement at the time of adjournment. 


Section 4.09. EXECUTIVE SESSION. The League may upon a 
majority vote of its members elect to go into executive session for 
the transaction of its business. 


Section 4.10. VOTING POWER. Each member regardless of how 
many representatives it may have at any meeting of this League, 
shall have only one (1) vote. Upon demand of any member the vote 
upon any question before the meeting shall be by written ballot. 


Section 4.11. ORDER OF BUSINESS. The following shall be the 
order of business at meetings of this League, unless suspended by 
majority vote of the members represented: 

(a) Call to order. 

(b) Presentation and filing of proxies, and roll call. 

(c) Reading of minutes of preceding meetings and action thereon. 
: (d) Reports of the Directors, Officers and Committees and action 
thereon. 

(e) Election of new members and Directors. 

(f) Amendment of Constitution, By-Laws and Rules. 

(g) Election of Officers. 

(h) Unfinished business. 

(i) New business. 

(j) Adjournment. 
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Section 4.12. REGULATION. Except as the League may otherwise 
order, no person other than the President of this League shall give 
out any information regarding matters considered or transacted at 
meetings of this League, or any business of the League not exclusive- 
ly the concern of the person or club giving such information. 


ARTICLE FIVE 
DIRECTORS 


Section 5.01. APPOINTMENT. (a) The Board of Directors shall 
consist of the President of the League, and the President of each club, 
or executive officer of the club to be chosen and named by the club 
and approved by other members of the Board. 


No person shall be qualified to act as a Director or to represent a 
club by proxy in a meeting of the Texas League who is not an actual 
member of and officially connected with the club he represents, nor 
shall any club, under any circumstances be represented by more than 
one person on the Board. Before the newly elected President or repre- 
sentative of a club shall be elected and constituted a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Texas League, he shall have received a vote 
of at least six of the Directors of the League, and no representative 
of any club shall be entitled to participate in the meetings or proceed- 


ings of the League before and until he has been elected and qualified 
as hereinabove provided. 


DUTIES. (b) The Board shall have the general supervision and 
management of all the affairs and business of the League, and shall 
be answerable to the League for the faithful discharge of their duties. 

The Board of Directors, and the President of the League as Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors, shall have the power to investigate 
upon their own initiative or upon complaint, any matter, situation or 
condition, act, transaction or practice charged, alleged or suspected 
to be detrimental to the best interests of baseball, of this League, 
and in connection therewith to take such preventative, remedial and 
punitive action as the Board may deem to be warranted. 


If a Director is unable to attend a meeting, or is disqualified from 
acting in a particular matter because personally interested therein, 
the Member he represents may certify some other person, with the 
above mentioned qualifications, to act as proxy. 

MEETINGS. (c) The Board shall meet annually, upon the morning 
of the day fixed for the annual meeting of the Texas League at the 
place where said meeting of the League is to be held or any adjourned 
meeting thereof, but it may hold special meetings. 


Section 5.02. SPECIAL CALL. The board may hold special meet- 
ings whenever urgent necessity may require. The League Treasurer 
shall reimburse said Directors for actual expenses incurred in attend- 
ing said meetings. 


Section 5.03, VACANCY. In case of a vacancy on the Board, the 
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club so losing its member shall designate his successor and at once 
notify the President of the League, who shall request the League to 
make it official by proper vote; but, if a vacancy is caused by the 
withdrawal, disbandment or disqualification of a club represented on 
the Board, then such vacancy shall exist until a new member shall 
have qualified. 


Section 5.04. AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION. (a) The Board 
of Directors shall have final jurisdiction within this League to hear 
and determine all matters, disputes, claims and complaints within 
this League between members, players, managers, officials and em- 
ployees of this League and between this League and a member or a 
player, employee or official of this League, arising under or involving 
the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League or contracts of 
the League or a member. The Board, generally, shall adjudicate all 
issues of law or fact arising out of or involving the Constitution. 
In this connection, the Board shall have power to award such damages 
and impose such penalties as the Board may find to be warranted, and, 
on appeal or rehearing, to suspend, commute or remit the same. In 


case of protested games, the decision of the President is final. (See 
Sec. 17.01(c¢). 


(b) The jurisdiction of the Board of Directors shall be subject 
only to such right of appeal to other baseball authority as may exist 
under the National Association Agreement to which this League is 
a party, and subject to appeal to the Commissioner only within the 
limits of Section 3, Article II, Major-Minor League Agreement, and 
Major-Minor League Rule 22. 


Section 5.05. APPEAL TO LEAGUE DIRECTORS. On appeal, the 
Board of Directors may grant a rehearing only upon the presentation 
of absolutely new evidence, otherwise the findings of the Board shall 
be final and under no circumstances shall be reconsidered, reopened, 
or inquired into by the League or any subsequent Board. 


The President of this League shall have authority and jurisdiction 
to hear and determine all matters, disputes, claims and complaints 
within the jurisdiction of the Board, but a party concerned or inter- 
ested therein may request action by the full Board at the outset and 
— = right of appeal from the President’s decision to the Board of 

irectors. 


Section 5.06. AUTHORITY ON DEFAULTS. (a) If a member be 
in default more than five (5) days in payment of any obligations 
found to be due to the League or any member thereof, the Board of 
Directors is empowered to authorize and direct the officers of this 
League to deduct the amount thereof from any monies belonging to 
such member that may be or come into their possession, or if there 
be no such monies, then any and all other members of this League 
shall, upon notice from the President of this League, deduct such 
amount from any monies belonging to or due such defaulting member, 
and such amount shall be paid to the League or the person, organiza- 
tion or corporation entitled thereto, through the esident of the 
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League. If any member shall fail to comply with a notice directing 
the withholding and payment of any such amount from funds of the 
defaulting club that may be or come within its possession, the mem- 
ber so notified shall be fined the same amount as it was directed to 
withhold and such fine shall be collectible in like manner. 

(b) If a player, manager, umpire, official, or other person subject 
to the jurisdiction of this League, be in default more than Fifteen 
(15) days in payment of any such obligation found to be due, or of 
any fine or award, he shall be suspended until the amount due shall 
have been paid. 


Section 5.07. RESTRICTION. No Director or a representative 
thereof shall sit in the trial of a cause in which his club is interested, 
or be present thereat—except as a witness. This is mandatory and 
must be enforced by the President. 


Section 5.08. COMPLAINTS BY CLUBS. The Board shall at once 
consider any complaint preferred by a club against a manager or 
player of another club (prior to the expiration of the championship 
season) for conduct in violation of any provision of this Constitu- 
tion, or prejudicial to the good repute of the game of baseball; and 
shall have power to fine, suspend, or expel such manager or player 
provided that such complaint be made in writing, giving such particu- 
lars as may enable the Board to ascertain all the facts, and be trans- 
mitted to the President, by whom it shall be referred to the Board. 


Section 5.09. COMPLAINTS BY PLAYERS. In case a player, 
under contract or reservation to a club, shall, during a current sea- 
son, prefer a complaint in writing to the President of the League, 
against such club, alleging that such club is in arrears to him for 
salary for more than fifteen days after such salary has become due 
on account of such contract, the President shall at once transmit to 
the said club a copy of such complaint and require an answer thereto. 
On receipt of such answer, the President shall refer the papers in the 
case to the Board of Directors, through its chairman; and should the 
board sustain the player’s complaint, it shall require the club under 
penalty of the forfeiture of its membership, to pay to the player 
forthwith the full amount ascertained to be due him. Should said 
player refuse to serve the club, pending the action of the Board on 
his complaint, he shall thereby forfeit the benefits of the award, and 
in such case the Board shall revoke the award. 


Section 5.10. MISCELLANEOUS APPEALS AND DISPOSITION. 
The Board of Directors shall also be the sole tribunal for the hearing 
of an appeal made by any person who shall have been expelled, sus- 
pended, or disciplined by the club. The matter shall be proceeded with 
in the following manner: Such person shall, within thirty (30) days 
after the date of expulsion, suspension, or discipline, file with the 
President a written statement of his defense, accompanied by a 
request that an appeal be allowed him. The President shall notify the 
club of the request for an appeal accompanying such notice with a 
copy of the appeal, and at the next annual meeting, the club, by its 
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duly authorized representatives and the appellant in person, by at- 
torney, or by written statement, shall appear before the Board with 
their testimony. The Board shall impartially hear the matter and 
render the decision which shall be final and forever binding on both 
club and player. 


Section 5.11. EXPENSE OF TRIALS. All expense of trials or arbi- 
trations shall be borne by the parties adjudged to be at fault. 


ARTICLE SIX 
OFFICE AND OFFICERS OF THE LEAGUE 


Section 6.01. OFFICERS. The Officers of this League shall be a 
President, a Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, who shall 
be elected at the Annual Meetings of this League as and when their 
terms of office expire. They shall be elected for such terms, and shall 
receive such salaries, as this League shall by a majority vote of the 
membership determine. The offices of President, President-Treasurer, 
Secretary and Treasurer, or Vice-President and Secretary, or Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, may be held by the same person. The Board of Direc- 
tors may appoint such other Officers as the Board may deem advis- 
able, and they shall have such powers and duties, and shall receive 
such compensation for their services, as the Board may prescribe. 


Section 6.02. VACANCY. If the office of President, Vice-President, 
Secretary or Treasurer shall become vacant at any time, the Board 
of Directors may elect the Vice-President, should it not be his office 
that is vacant, or any other person, to fill the vacancy until the next 
Annual Meeting, or until his successor is elected and qualified, or may 
call a special meeting of this League to fill such vacancy and for 
such term as the League may fix. A vacancy in any other office, if 
held independently of the Presidency, shall be filled by the Board of 
Directors until the next Annual Meeting of this League. 


Section 6.03. PRESIDENT. The President shall preside at all 
meetings of the Board of Diréctors and of this League, and shall be 
ex-officio Chairman of the Board, and shall also be ex-officio member 
and chairman of all committees, unless otherwise expressly stated in 
the resolution or action constituting the committee; but shall have 
a vote only in case of a tie or to constitute a quorum. He shall be this 
League’s representative at all meetings of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues and at all other meetings and hear- 
ings at which this League may be entitled to representation, subject 
to direction of the Board of Directors. If he is unable to attend any 
such meeting or hearing, this League or the Board of Directors shall 
designate some other person as its representative, who shall be an 
official of some member of the League, preferably a club president or 
director. Subject to the Board of Directors, the President shall have 
general supervision of the affairs and business of this League, the pro- 
tection of its interests, the enforcement of the Constitution, By-Laws 
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and Rules of this League, including the playing rules. He shall also 
have such other powers and duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules of this League, the official playing rules, and the Board of Direc- 
tors may prescribe. 


Section 6.04. PRESIDENT’S AUTHORITY ON COMPLAINTS. 
In all cases of disputes and complaints referred to in the foregoing 
Article, the League President shall have full power and authority 
to perform the functions of the Board stipulated therein, unless either 
one or both parties to the dispute demand, upon making complaint, 
a hearing before the Board. 


Section 6.05. PREJUDICIAL CONDUCT. For conduct prejudicial 
to the interests of the League and the good of the game, the President 
can fine, suspend, expel from the League and forever bar from em- 
ployment in it any player or umpire. 


Section 6.06. SALARY AND BOND. The salary for the officers 
of this League shall be fixed at the Annual Fall Meeting of the 
League for each year or for such period of time that the Directors 
shall affix and designate. Officers and employees of this League, if 
and when required by the League, shall give bond for the faithful 
discharge of their duties and obligation to this League, in such forms, 
for such amount and with such surety, as the League may order. The 
premiums on such bonds shall be paid by this League. No officer of 
this League shall have a financial interest in any club of this League. 


Section 6.07. OFFICIAL VISITS. The President of this League 
shall visit each club in this League at least twice during the cham- 
pionship season and at such other times as the business of this 
League may require, All traveling expenses on such trips shall be an 
expense of the League. 


Section 6.08. LEAGUE RECORDS. Annually, and whenever re- 
quired by the League or by the Board of Directors, each officer shall 
render full and true account of the affairs and business of this League, 
and all records, accounts and property in his custody and control; 
and immediately upon the expiration of his term of office, each officer 
shall fully account for and deliver to such person as the League may 
order, all records, papers and securities and property of this League 
in his custody or for which he is responsible. 


Section 6.09. LEAGUE PRESIDENT EXPENSES. Should any club 
in this League, during the championship season, or at any other time, 
request the presence of the President in its city, the expense of the 
President shall be paid by the club so requesting his presence, except 
those official visits as provided for herein. All telegrams to the League 
office shall be paid by the sender and all replies to such telegrams 
shall be sent collect. 


Section 6.10. LEAGUE SEAL. The President snall secure an official 
seal of the Texas League which shall be duly affixed to all official 
documents of the League. 
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Section 6.11. VICE-PRESIDENT. The Vice-President, in the ab- 
sence or inability of the President, shall have the duties and powers 
of the President, except that in the event of a vacancy in that office, 
he shall act only temporarily until the vacancy shall be filled as 
hereinbefore provided. He shall also have such other powers and 


duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules or the Board of Direc- 
tors may prescribe. 


There shall be honorary Vice-Presidents and only such person shall 
be elected to the office as has previously been connected with the 
League in the capacity of an Officer or a member thereof, or one who 
has rendered notable service to the progress and interest of baseball 
or who has achieved the standing of honor and trust in the State or 
the Community in which he resides. 


Section 6.12. SECRETARY. The Secretary shall have the usual 
duties of a Secretary, shall have the custody and care of all official 
records and papers of this League; shall issue all official notices, ex- 
cept as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, or the Board of Direc- 
tors, may otherwise provide; shall keep true and complete records of 
all meetings of this League; shall keep this League’s records with 
regard to clubs, payers umpires and scorers, and the playing of 
games scheduled by this League; and shall have such other duties 
and powers as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, and the Board 
of Directors, may prescribe. The Secretary shall keep the true and 
complete record of all meetings of this League in a minute book 
provided for that purpose and shall mail to each member within five 
(5) days after each meeting, a copy of the minutes of that meeting. 


Section 6.13. TREASURER. The Treasurer shall have the usual 
duties of a Treasurer; shall receive all dues, fees, fines and assess- 
ments, payments and other funds and revenues of this League; shall 
have custody of all securities of this League; shall sign such checks 
and negotiable paper of this League and make such payments as the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, or the Board of Directors, may 
authorize; shall keep full, true and accurate records and accounts 
of all receipts for payments made to this League; and shall do and 
perform all such other duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, 
or the Board of Directors may prescribe. The office of the Treasurer 
may be merged with that of the President, in which event, the Presi- 
dent shall have the same power and authority as that of the Treasurer 
as provided herein. 


Section 6.14. REMOVAL OF OFFICERS. Any officer of this 
League failing to do his duty or to enforce immediately any position 
of this Constitution, or the Rules, when he knows of any infraction 
thereof, or when notified thereof, may, upon conviction thereof, in a 
proper trial before the Board of Directors be removed from office by 
a three-fourths majority vote of the Board of Directors. 


Section 6.15. LEAGUE OFFICE. The President shall maintain an 
office for the League and all its legitimate expenses shall be met by 
the League. (See Section 7.03 herein). 
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Section 6.16. AUDITOR. The books, accounts and records of the 
League shall be audited each year and copies of the report mailed to 
each member as soon as possible after October 31. The above report 
— be for the fiscal year of this League, November lst to November 

st. 


ARTICLE SEVEN 
LEAGUE FUNDS — SOURCES OF REVENUE 


Section 7.01. OPERATING (MAINTENANCE) ACCOUNT. All 
funds derived by the League from any source (other than income of 
the Special Account provided for in Section 7.02, including the League’s 
share of the gate receipts, of waiver price, or any play-off or post- 
season series, shall be combined in an account under the name of Texas 
Baseball League, out of which the League’s expenses shall be paid. 


The home clubs of the League shall remit and the President shall 
accept and deposit into this account as follows: 


(a) CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON. For all championship games as 
scheduled by the League to and including any play-off tie standing 
as provided for in Section 13.07, herein, including any promotional 
games during the Championship season (Section 18.07), except Holiday 
games, All-Star game, Texas League Split Season Series, Texas League 
Play-off Series, Authorized Post Season games and the Dixie Series: 


Five cents (5¢) on each paid adult admission, of which four and 
one-half cents (4%¢) goes into the operating account and one-half 
cents (42¢) into the Special Fund. (See Sec. 7.02(a)). 


(b) HOLIDAY GAMES. Twenty per cent (20%) of the gross 
receipts (after all admission taxes are deducted) as provided for in 
Sec. 28.08 herein, of which ten per cent (10%) goes into the operating 
account and ten per cent (10%) into the Special Fund. (See Sec. 
7.02(a)). 

(c) TEXAS LEAGUE PLAY-OFF. Twenty-five per cent (25%) 


of the gross receipts (after all admission taxes are deducted) for all 
admissions to the Texas League Play-Off Series. (See Section 19.10). 


(d) TEXAS LEAGUE SPLIT-SEASON. Twenty-five per cent 
(25%) of the Gross Receipts (after all admission taxes are deducted) 
for all admissions to the split season play-off series as provided in 
Sec. 13.06 herein. 

(e) AUTHORIZED POST SEASON GAMES. Ten per cent (10%) 
of the gross receipts for all admissions (after all admission taxes are 
deducted) to such post season games which may be permitted as 
authorized in Section 19.01, herein. 


(f) DIXIE SERIES. The Texas League’s net share of the receipts 
of the Dixie Series games accruing to the Board of Control, as pro- 
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vided for in the contract between the Texas Baseball League and the 
Southern Association of January 15, 1951, (Section 19.12), or what- 
ever amount which may be hereafter agreed upon by and between the 
two Leagues. 


(g) ALL-STAR GAME. The percentage, if any, allocated from 
the game receipts by the Directors at an Annual Meeting and as pro- 
vided for in Section 19.02, herein. 


Section 7.02. SPECIAL FUND—ITS SOURCE OF REVENUE. 
In order to provide a surplus fund, separate and apart in all respects 
from the regular Operating Account, a “Special Account” shall be 
created as follows: 


(a) Ten per cent of the entire receipts, including the full price 
for box and reserved seats, for the holiday games (July 4 and Labor 
Day) or for the Holiday doubleheader replacing July 4 should such 
day fall on Sunday; 10% of the receipts from all play-off games; 
60% of the net receipts as defined in Section 19.02, of the All-Star 
Game; and one-half cent on each paid adult admission to all games 
except July 4, Labor Day, play-off, and Dixie Series games, shall be 
paid over to the President. 

(b) This Surplus Account (Texas Baseball League Special Ac- 
count) shall be maintained at not less than $100,000.00, if, as and 
when such revenue of the Texas League has equalled the $100,000.00, 
except by unanimous vote of the League Directors. 


(c) Should this surplus account exceed $100,000.00, then upon 
proper vote by the Board of Directors at the annual fall meeting, 
they may disburse such excess to the club owners providing such dis- 
tribution equals or exceeds $500.00 for each club of the League. 


(d) GROSS ADMISSION RECEIPTS DEFINED. Gross admis- 
sion receipts shall mean to include and cover the gross value on all 
tickets sold and redeemed at the park as admission to such games 
as general admission, grandstand, pavillion, bleachers, box seats, ad- 
missions to season box seats and reserved seats or to any other sec- 
tion of the park not specifically named herein. 


Section 7.038. OFFICE BUDGET. (a) At the regular fall meeting 
of the League, a budget shall be voted to the President-Treasurer for 
the employment of such statistical and secretarial help as he may 
require. 


(b) To provide revenue for the conduct of business during the 
months in which the League has no income from baseball games, the 
League may at its annual Fall meeting transfer an amount from the 
Special Fund it may deem necessary, the funds to be used at the dis- 
cretion of the President and of the Board of Directors. 


(c) The President is authorized to establish and maintain offices 
for the conduct of the affairs and business of this League, subject to 
approval of the membership, to hire, discharge and fix the compensa- 
tion of all necessary employees of the League, subject also to the 
aforementioned approval. The President and Secretary-Treasurer shall 
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pay and discharge out of League funds all expenses and liabilities 
incurred in the conduct of the business and affairs of this League. 
Salaries of the umpires shall be fixed by the President without approval 
of the League, but said salaries to remain within the limits as author- 
ized by the League. (See Section 6.13). 


Section 7.04. EXPENSES OF COMMITTEES. The actual expenses 
of all meetings of all committees properly formed and directed by 
the League shall be paid out of the League treasury. 


Section 7.05. GAME ATTENDANCE STATEMENT. The League 
President shall forward to each club of this League before the open- 
ing of the Championship season a Game Attendance and Settlement 
Statement form which must be in triplicate in a bound book. Such 
statement form shall be approved by the Board of Directors of this 
League. The said statement shall reflect and the home club shall ac- 
count for the tdtal attendance and money value of each admission. 
This report must be prepared and properly attested by the visiting 
club representative at the end of each game and at the end of each 
series. The representative of the home club shall forward the original 
of the attendance statement, with the turnstiles reading as provided 
for in Section 28.10 herein, within the following day to the Texas 
League office, together with the League’s share of the receipts. 


It is mandatory that such statement be prepared and properly 
attested by representatives of both clubs on all championship games, 
the All-Star game, Holiday games, Play-off and Split Season games, 
or any other games where the League may be interested for its share, 
and forwarded to the League office together with the League’s money 
share, as herein provided. 


ARTICLE EIGHT 
BY-LAWS 


Section 8.01. SCOPE OF BY-LAWS. This League shall adopt By- 
Laws and Rules for the conduct and administration of its affairs and 
business; for the regulation of contracts and relations between clubs, 
pavers. managers, scorers and umpires of this League or its mem- 

ers; for the playing of baseball games by its members with each 
other and with other teams; and to prohibit and penalize conduct 
detrimental to baseball or prejudicial to the welfare of this League. 


Section 8.02. VOTE TO ADOPT AND AMEND. The Board of 
Directors, by a three-fourths majority vote of the members thereof, 
may adopt, repeal and amend By-Laws and Rules of this League, at 
any meeting of the League duly called, unless otherwise provided 
herein. (Ref. Section 12.03). 


Section 8.03. CONSISTENT AND EQUAL. The By-Laws and 
Rules of this League shall be consistent with law, with the Constitu- 
tion of this League, and with any agreement to which this League 
is or may be party, and must operate equally upon all members of 
this League, and if not, shall be, but to that extent only, of no effect. 
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ARTICLE NINE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 


Section 9.01. DUES TO NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. The club 
owners of the Texas League shall retain its membership in the Na- 
tional Association of Professional Baseball Leagues by prompt pay- 
ment by the League Office before due date of the annual dues to the 
President of the National Association. 


Section 9.02. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP. This 
League is a member of the National Association of Professional Base- 
ball Leagues and party to its National Association Agreement and 
also to the Major-Minor League Agreement of January 12, 1952. The 
Texas League of Professional Baseball Clubs and its members have 
the rights and obligations set forth in said agreements and in the 
rules adopted pursuant thereto, and violation thereof shall be con- 
sidered a violation of this Constitution; and the Board of Directors 
and Officers of this League are authorized and directed to take from 
time to time whatever action may be required or expedient to main- 
tain, protect, enforce and advance the interests of professional baseball, 


and of this League and its members, under and pursuant to said 
agreement. 


ARTICLE TEN 
AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 


Section 10.01 AMENDING CONSTITUTION. The Constitution re- 
ferred to under Articles One through Ten herein, or any sub-division 
thereto, may be altered or amended at any regular or called meeting 
of this League, by a three-fourths vote of the Directors, but not by a 
three-fourths mail vote. Any section of this Constitution may be sus- 
pended or its provisions made non-applicable by unanimous vote at 


a meeting, unless otherwise provided herein. (Ref. Section 
12.03). 


ARTICLE ELEVEN 
SIGNATURE 


Section 11.01 PLEDGE. The members of this League hereby sub- 
scribe to this Constitution, jointly and severally, for themselves, their 
successors and assigns and their stockholders, officials, players and 
employees, pledge and agree faithfully to abide by, comply with and 
perform all of its provisions. 
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ARTICLE TWELVE 
AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS 


Section 12.01. AMENDING BY-LAYS AND RULES. The By-Laws 
and Rules referred to and under Article Twelve through Article 
Twenty-Nine herein, or any sub-division thereof, may be altered or 
amended at any regular or called meeting of the League, by a three- 
fourths vote of the Directors. Any Section of the By-Laws and Rules 
may be suspended or its provisions made non-applicable by a three- 
fourths vote of the Directors at any regular Fall or adjourned meet- 
ing thereof, unless otherwise provided herein. 


Section 12.02. All League legislation and/or rules pertaining to 
player limits, salary limits, or any matters affecting the make-up of 
the playing personnel of clubs of this League must be brought up 
and established at the Annual Fall Meeting, and when once adopted 
at such meeting, shall not be changed until the same meeting follow- 
ing the next ensuing playing season. 


Section 12.03. All proposed amendments to the Constitution and 
By-Laws including additions or deletions must be submitted to the 
President’s office at least thirty (30) days prior to the Annual Meeting 
at which it is to be considered, and the President’s office must prepare 
such proposals in an orderly manner and submit the same to the 
Directors at least ten (10) days prior to such Meetings. Any proposals 
not presented in this order shall require a unanimous affirmative 
vote for consideration. 


ARTICLE THIRTEEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON AND CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 


Section 13.01. DEFINITIONS. The members of this League shall 
contend annually for the championship of this League. 

Championship games of this League shall be played under the 
Official Playing Rules in effect pursuant to adoption by the Profes- 
sional Baseball Playing Rules Committee. 


Section 13.02. GENERAL RULES. This League shall adopt such 
playing rules, miscellaneous rules and umpire rules as its Board of 
Directors may direct, not to conflict with the Official Playing Rules. 


Section 13.03. ADOPTION OF SCHEDULE. (a) The President 
shall prepare, or have prepared, a written schedule or schedules for 
the following championship season and submit the same to the mem- 
bers for consideration at least thirty days in advance of the Annual 
Schedule Meeting. It shall require a three-fourths vote of the Direc- 
tors to adopt a playing schedule. The schedule shall provide an equal 
number of home and road games where practicable and specify the 
date of each game and of each series of games. Every game played 
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between two clubs from the commencement to the conclusion of the 
championship season shall be a championship game. 


(b) After the schedule is adopted and prior to the start of the 
season, no date therein shall be changed except as follows: 


(1) By written agreement of the two clubs when approved by the 
President, who shall notify all the remaining clubs of such 
transfer by him. 


(2) By consent of three-fourths of the membership. 


(c) After the season has commenced, by written agreement of the 
two clubs involved, and immediate notice to the President, the sched- 
ule adopted may be changed as follows: 


(1) A date fixed by the schedule may be changed to an open date 
on the same playing grounds. 


(2) A game may be re-arranged as part of a doubleheader. 


(3) And as hereinafter provided in respect of tied, postponed or 
called games. 


Section 13.04. OPENING DAY PAIRINGS. Opening day pairings 
and the dates of the championship season shall be determined by the 
Directors at the Annual Fall Meeting of the League. 


Section 13.05. OPEN DATES. An open date succeeding any series 
of games between two clubs shall be considered as belonging to, and 
as being within that series unless absolutely required by either club 
to meet its next regular scheduled Texas League game. When such 
open date is used for playing any championship game, all the pro- 
visions of the Constitution and By-Laws, particularly with respect to 
guaranty, League and visiting club share shall apply. 


Section 13.06. SPLIT SEASON REGULATIONS CHAMPION- 
SHIP. (a) Should the championship of the Texas League be deter- 
mined by a play-off series—resulting from a split season—it shall 
consist of as many games as may be necessary for one club to win 
four games and the club so winnng four games shall be declared the 
winner of the Championship. 


Provided, however, that a split season can only be authorized by 
a vote of at least six clubs taken not less than 5 days before the time 
set for splitting. But if at either Regular Meeting in advance of the 
season, the League votes that there shall be no split during the sea- 
son, the action shall not be reversed at any called meeting during the 
season. 


(b) DISTRIBUTION OF RECEIPTS. The distribution of receipts 
unless otherwise provided shall be as follows: After deducting admission 
taxes and the Texas League share of twenty-five per cent (25%) see 
Sections 7.01(d) and 7.02(a), the remaining seventy-five per cent (75%) 
shall be divided equally between the clubs concerned in the play-off. 
Each competing club shall assume and pay its own expenses and being 
the same as in regular scheduled season er hotel and transportation 
expenses are to be equalized between the clubs on the basis of equal 
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number of men. The Texas League shall assume and pay the salary 
and expense of umpires and League supervision shall be the same as in 
the regular scheduled season. 


(c) REMITTANCE. The home club who fails to remit to the Treas- 
urer of the League within forty-eight (48) hours after the completion 
of each series the entire admission receipts (admission taxes excluded) 
shall incur a penalty of ten per cent (10%) on its share, which amount 
the League President shall deduct from the club’s share of the 
receipts. 


(d) AWARDS. The awards if any to the champion and the runner- 
up shall be determined by the League Directors prior to the playing 
of such games. 

(e) Gross admission receipts or admission receipts shall mean to 
include and cover the gross value on all tickets sold and redeemed at 
the park as admission to such game as general admission, grandstand, 
pavillion, bleachers, box seats, admission to season box seats and re- 


se seats or to any other section of the park not specifically named 
erein. 


Section 13.07. HOW CHAMPIONSHIP DETERMINED, WHEN 
NO SPLIT SEASON OR PLAY-OFF. In the event there is no split 
season or Shaughnessy Play-Off, the team which shall have won the 
greatest percentage of games in the championship season, shall be de- 
clared the champion club of the League. But if at the completion of 
the regular championship schedule, two or more teams shall be tied 
for first place by having won the same percentage of games, they 
shall play a special series of three games as shall be arranged by the 
clubs concerned and the President. If two teams are tied, a series of 
the best two out of three games will determine League championship. 
If there are an uneven number of teams, three for instance, that have 
the same percentage at the close of the season, there shall be a draw- 
ing for positions. The club drawing the bye shall meet the winner of 
the first three-game series between the two other teams that were 
tied. The second series shall also be best two out of three games, and 
the winner shall be awarded the Jake Atz trophy. 


In the event two or more clubs have won the same percentage of 
games, the President shall at once arrange a special series of three 
games between or among such clubs, and the games so played shall 
be included in the championship record and counted in determining 
the award of the championship. In such case only the provisions of 
this Constitution prohibiting the playing or recording as champion- 
ship games, games played after the expiraton of the championship 
season, shall have no effect. 

If there is a two-way tie for the League championship, the playing 
of the first game shall be in the city which shall require the least 
traveling and the other two games—if two games are necessary— 
shall be played on the grounds of the other member, unless the two 
concerned shall otherwise agree. 


If there is a three-way tie, making a second series necessary, the 
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first game shall be played in the city of the team that won the first 
playoff. The other two games, if two games are necessary, shall be 
played on the grounds of the other member, unless the two interested 
members shall otherwise agree. 


Section 13.08. JAKE ATZ TROPHY. (a) The Member which shall 
have won the greatest percentage of championship games on the total 
regular season play shall be declared the winner of the “Jake Atz” 
trophy for the season in which the games were played. The winner of 
the “Jake Atz” Trophy will also be awarded a pennant inscribed “19— 
Champions, Texas League” and a similar pennant will be awarded to 
the winner of the Play-Off. 

(b) Such winner shall be announced by the President of this 
League immediately upon the close of the season. Any other member 
claiming the championship as the winner of the Jake Atz trophy may 
appeal within Twenty-Four (24) hours from the President’s declara- 
tion of winner to the Board of Directors, who shall promptly decide 
such claim, and their decision shall be final. 


(c) In making the award, the President shall consider only the 
official records of this League with respect to Championship games 
played and the official scores thereof, excluding any games which the 
Constitution, By-Laws, and Rules or Official Playing rules provide 
shall not be counted because of violation thereof. 


(d) The emblem of award shall be a trophy or plaque enscribed: 
“Winner of Jake Atz Trophy having won the highest percentage of 
championship games” with the name of the club and the year in which 
the title was won, having a monetary value of at least $100.00. 


Section 13.09. PLAYERS AWARD. (a) The sum of $9,000.00 in 
cash in proportions hereinafter provided shall be awarded to the play- 
ing personnel (including the manager) of the clubs officially recog- 
nized as finishing first, second and third on the basis of the full 
regular season play. (Section 19.09.) 

(b) Such award shall be made by the President of this League 
immediately upon the close of the season to the President of each 
club winning those respective positions as herein provided, for the 
benefit and use of the players, which money is to be given to the 
Manager of each team to be divided among the players on the basis 
of distribution of players’ choosing, subject to Social Security and 
Withholding Tax. 

(c) In making the award, the President shall consider only the 
official records of this League with respect to championship games 
played and the official scores thereof, ST a ot games which the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules or Official Playing Rules provide 
shall not be counted because of violation thereof. 


(d) To the team winning the highest percentage of games shall 
be awarded five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) in cash, to the team win- 
ning second to the highest percentage of games shall be awarded 
twenty-five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) in cash, and to the team win- 
ning third to the highest percentage of games shall be awarded fifteen 
hundred dollars ($1,500.00) in cash. 
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ARTICLE FOURTEEN 
TIED, CALLED AND POSTPONED GAMES 


Section 14.01. PLAY-OFF OF GAMES. (a) A tie game, or a game 
postponed for legal cause or called before it becomes a regulation 
game, in accordance with Official Playing Rules 2.58 and 4.10, shall be 
replayed if a tie game, or played off if a postponed game, on the 
same grounds on a succeeding open date or, if no open date, then as 
part of a doubleheader within the same series or as soon thereafter 
as possible. If there be no open date, any unplayed game shall be 
played as the home club may determine, but shall be played as soon 
after the postponement as possible. Any such game remaining un- 
played after all the series Labwiun the two members on the home 
club’s grounds have ended, shall, if possible, be played at the visiting 
club’s grounds on the first possible date within the closing series there 
between the clubs concerned. A regulation game within the meaning 
of this paragraph must comply with Sections 2.58 and 4.10, of the 
Official Playing Rules, and rain checks must be honored if the game 
is not a regulation game. 


Section 14.02. TRANSFER OF GAMES. If, however, all of the 
series games scheduled on any ground have been ended and such tied 
or postponed games unplayed, while a series of games remains to be 
played in the city of the original visiting club, between the same two 
clubs, then such game shall, if possible, be played off on the grounds 
of the original visiting club on a date to be determined by the club 
to which such game is transferred. 


Section 14.03. POSTPONED BY RAIN. In case of rain after a 
game has been started, the umpires shall be the sole judges of whether 
or not play should be stopped. If play is suspended there shall be a 
wait of at least thirty minutes, regardless of field or weather con- 
ditions, before the umpires consider calling off the game. If at the 
end of thirty minutes, the rain has ceased or is letting up, and in the 
opinion of the umpires there is a chance of continuing, it is advisable 
to wait another thirty minutes. However, if in the opinion of the um- 
pires there is no chance of continuing the game after a wait of the 
designated thirty minutes, they shall call the game off. Under such 
conditions it is regarded as advisable and as a part of good show- 
manship that the umpires appear on the field, make a survey of play- 
ing conditions, then announce their decision. If conditions are such 
that it is possible the home management may turn on the lights so 
that the spectators can better familiarize themselves with the actual 
playing conditions which have caused postponement. 


Section 14.04. LIGHT FAILURE. (a) If the lights go out during a 
game and the cause is due to a Divine Act such as electrical storm, 
wind storm, rain storm, etc., or a failure of power at the supplying 
source, and the lights cannot be put back in operation after a delay 
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of thirty (30) minutes from the time play was suspended, the umpire 
shall rule that either a regulation game has been played according to 
Sections 4.10 and 4.11 of the Official Playing Rules, or that “No game” 
has been played in accordance with the above rule. If the umpire shall 
rule “No game” or not a regulation game, then the same shall be 
rescheduled and treated in the same manner as a postponement because 
of rain. (See Sections 14.01 and 14.03.) 


(b) If the lights go out during a game and the cause is some 
mechanical defect, whether under control or not, or for any other 
cause not specifically attributed to a Divine Act or power source 
failure as provided in the paragraph above, and the lights cannot be 
put back into operation after a delay of thirty (30) minutes from 
the time play was suspended, the umpire may suspend play for an 
additional reasonable period, but not over thirty (30) minutes more. 
He may then, or at the end of the first thirty minutes, rule that either 
a regulation game has been played, or that “no game” has been played 
in accordance with the above Rule and Sections 4.10 and 4.11 of the 
Official Playing Rules in which event the game shall be played as a 
postponement per the provisions of the first paragraph of this Section. 

(c) Should the field lights fail during the progress of an inning 
in the execution thereof, the umpire shall be the sole judge as to the 
manner, how and where the play is to be resumed. This provision shall 


become inoperative if paragraph (a) or (b) above is declared opera- 
tive by the umpire. 


Section 14.05. RESPONSIBILITY OF UMPIRES. The umpires 
shall be sole judges in determining whether the cause for lights going 
out can be attributed to reasons in Section 14.04 above, and the respon- 
sibility for ascertaining the facts for their decision rests wholly upon 
the umpires. The umpires shall see that proper announcement is made 
to patrons attending the game, giving reasons for their decision. 


Section 14.06. NOTICE TO PLAY. Before twelve (12) o’clock noon 
of the day following such postponed, tied or called game, the home 
club shall notify the Manager and/or the Secretary or Business Rep- 
resentative accompanying the visiting team, and the umpires officiat- 
ing in the series, the date fixed for the play-off of such game, pro- 
vided the play-off is within the same series. 


If the game is not to be within the same series and the home club 
shall fail to give twenty-four (24) hours notice prior to the time set 
for playing off of such game, the visiting club may request the Presi- 
dent of the League to fix the play-off date and notify the two (2) 
clubs concerned. 


Section 14.07. DISPUTE IN DATES. Any dispute between clubs 
concerning the fixing of dates for the play-off of postponed, tied or 
called games, shall be finally decided by the President of the League. 

The President is empowered to order any postponed games played 
at any date that he sees fit and necessary, and any club refusing to 
comply with his instructions shall forfeit said game (or games) to the 
opposing club, 9-0. 
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In case of a split-season no postponed games from the first half 
shall be carried over into the second half. 


Section 14.08. EFFECT IN CLUB STANDINGS. A tied game 
shall not count in determining a club’s championship standing; but if 
before the completion of the fifth inning, the side at bat last shall 
equal the score made by the opposing club in five complete innings, 
the individual team averages shall be incorporated in the official 
playing records of this League. 


Section 14.09. RAIN CHECKS. Each admission ticket to champion- 
ship games of this League shall have attached thereto a rain check, ex- 
changeable for admission to any succeeding game during the season. 
Such rain checks shall be exchangeable for an admission only in 
the event that four and a half innings of any game shall not have 
been played, or in the event any game shall have been terminated by 
the umpire under the provisions of Rule 4.10(d) of the Official Play- 
ing Rules before it has become a regulation game, and rain checks 
shall so indicate, in which event the visiting club shall not be en- 
titled to share in the receipts. 


ARTICLE FIFTEEN 
DOUBLEHEADER GAMES 


Section 15.01. GENERAL RULES. The first game of all double- 
headers starting in the daytime shall be nine (9) innings and in double- 
headers starting at 5:30 P.M. or later the first game shall be seven (7) 
innings and the second game shall be nine (9) innings. 


(b) STARTING SECOND GAME. The authority for the starting 
of the second game of a day doubleheader shall be in the hands of 
the chief umpire for such game, and the umpire shall start the second 
game of a day doubleheader, if possible, and require play to be con- 
sere as long as possible, subject to the provisions in Section 15.03 

erein. 


Section 15.02. TWILIGHT DOUBEHEADERS. Texas League clubs 
may play twilight doubleheaders provided proper notice is given the 
visiting club and the League office. The home club will be permitted 
to set the time for starting such doubleheaders. Light may be turned 
on at the beginning of any inning deemed advisable by the umpire 
and the game finished under the lights; provided further that the 
umpire shall be the sole judge as to when the lights shall be turned on. 


Section 15.03. DELAYS AND INTERMISSIONS. It is provided 
that there shall be an intermission of twenty (20) minutes between 
the first and second games of a doubleheader. In case of rain, there 
shall be an additional wait of thirty (30) minutes before the umpires 
shall consider calling off the second game. After a wait of fifty (50) 
minutes, if the rain has ceased or is letting up, and in the opinion of 
the umpires there is a chance of playing, it is advisable to wait another 
thirty (30) minutes. However, if in the opinion of the umpires there 
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is no chance of continuing the game after a wait of the designated 
fifty (50) minutes, the umpires shall declare the game off. Unless rain 
is actually and visibly too severe to justify the action, the umpires 
should make a survey of playing conditions on the field before an- 
nouncing that the game is called off. If conditions are such that it is 
possible the home management shall turn on the lights so that the 
spectators can better familiarize themselves with the actual playing 
conditions which caused the postponement. 


ARTICLE SIXTEEN 
FORFEITED GAMES 


Section 16.01. CLUB STANDING. If the Umpire-in-Chief of any 
game, the President, or the Board of Directors of this League shall 
declare a game forfeited, it shall count in determining the champion- 
ship of this League as lost by the club at fault and as won by the 
opposing club, by a score of nine runs to none. The box score up to 
the point of forfeit shall be included in the League records except 
that if the club in the lead is declared loser, the pitcher of the club 
shall be charged with the loss and the pitcher of the other club de- 
clared the winner. 


Section 16.02. LOSS ON ADMISSIONS. (a) If a game be forfeited 
to the home club by the Umpire-in-Chief, and if such game forfeiture 
shall cause any loss or refund on admission receipts, the visiting club 
shall pay the home club the amount of such loss or refund, if ascer- 
tainable, and if not ascertainable then the sum of $500.00 for weekday 
games and the sum of $1,000.00 for opening days, Sundays or Holiday 
games, as liquidated damages. 


(b) If the game be forfeited to the visiting club, that club shall 
receive its share of the admission receipts and if such forfeiture shall 
cause any loss or refund of admission receipts, the visiting club shall 
be paid the share thereof it otherwise would have received; if ascer- 
tainable, or if not ascertainable, the sum of $250.00 for weekday 
games and the sum of $500.00 for opening days, Sundays or Holiday 
games as liquidated damages. 


(c) The manager responsible for his team’s refusal to play shall 
be subject to suspension for a period of not less than 90 playing 
days in addition to the fines hereinabove provided. (Ref. 4.14, Of- 
ficial Playing Rules.) 


Section 16.03. FINES. The manager of the forfeiting club shall 
also be fined $250.00 if the forfeiture be declared under Sections (a), 
(c), (d), or (h) of Rule 4.14, of the Official Playing Rules, or if the 
Umpire, preceding the forfeiture, shall have notified the manager 
that the game will be forfeited under Sections (b), (e) or (f) of said 
Rule 4.14, and the manager shall fail, within one minute, to stop the 
dilatory tactics, or the rules violation, or to remove the player; or if 
the forfeiture is caused by the withdrawal of the players during the 
progress of the game. 
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A player whose act or omission is the cause of a game forfeiture, 
under Sections (b), (e) or (f) of said Rule 4.14, may be fined not less 
than One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars and suspended as the President 
of this League may decide. 


Section 16.04. INELIGIBLE PLAYERS. A club shall be entitled 
to have forfeited games counted in its series of games won by the 
score of nine runs to none in case the Umpire-in-Chief in any cham- 
pionship game shall award the game to such club on account of the 
violation by the contesting club of any Section of the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules of this League; or any Official Playing Rule; or 
the use of any ineligible player. 


For the purpose of this rule an ineligible player is defined as any 
player who is not eligible to sign a contract and be placed on the 
active list of his club in conformity with the rules of the National 
Association; or a player who is suspended for violation of the Con- 
stitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, or of any playing rule. 
(See Section 24.05 for penalty for playing an unsigned player who is 
eligible to sign.) 


ARTICLE SEVENTEEN 
PROTESTED GAMES 


Section 17.01. BASIS OF PROTEST. (a) A game may be played 
under protest, provided the protest is based upon a violation of the 
Constitution, By-Laws or Rules of this League which permit it, or 
upon an Umpire’s misinterpretation of or failure to comply with, 
apply and enforce the Official Playing Rules. No protest shall be con- 
sidered that involves only the accuracy of an umpire’s judgment and 
decision on a play or other matter of fact, not a point of Rules. (See 
Official Playing Rules, 4.17, 9.03, 9.04, and 9.05.) 


(b) RULES FOR FILING PROTEST. No protest will be enter- 
tained by the President on a question of playing rules unless it is 
made by the Manager or Captain of the offended club at the time the 
play occurs thus giving the umpire an opportunity to reverse a de- 
cision in error without affecting the game. When the protest is 
officially filed with the Umpire-in-Chief, he shall immediately notify 
the Official Scorer and the spectators. 


(c) PRESIDENT’S DECISION. No protest shall be entertained 
by the President unless it is filed by noon of the day following the 
date on which the “protested game” was scheduled. The Manager or 
Captain, or official representative of the protesting club shall submit 
in writing to the President the evidence or argument upon which 
protest is made, after having given the umpire and the Manager or 
Captain of the opposing club verbal notice of the protest at the time 
is was made per Section 17.01(b). 

The President shall render a decision on all protests within thirty- 
six (36) hours after the game has been played upon which the protest 
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is made. There shall be no appeal from his decision. 


(d) REFUSAL TO COMPLETE GAME. If the protesting club 
fails to complete the game, as directed by the umpire, or to file said 
statement and evidence, as above provided, the protest shall be null 
and void, and shall not be considered by the President. 


(e) EFFECT OF DECISION. The decision of the President may 
require that the protested game be replayed on a date to be fixed by 
the decision, play beginning with the same players if possible as at 
the time of protest, as to number of innings to be played, number of 
outs, players on bases, balls and strikes called, etc., or may make 
such other disposition of the protest, as the facts, in the opinion of 
the President may warrant. 


ARTICLE EIGHTEEN 


EXHIBITION AND PROMOTIONAL GAMES 


Section 18.01. INTERFERENCE WITH SCHEDULE. Every game 
played between members of this League from the commencement to 
the completion of the championship season shall be a championship 
game. Exhibition games may be played with teams not members of 
this League, provided no interference shall result therefrom with any 
scheduled game of this League or the playoff of any tied, postponed 
or called game. 


Section 18.02. TERRITORIAL RIGHTS. No exhibition game shall 
be played by any other club, except by consent of the club concerned, 
within the territorial limits of any member of this League, or of any 
member of a League of the National Association. 


Section 18.03(a). PRE-SEASON EXHIBITIONS WITH MAJOR 
LEAGUE CLUBS. An exhibition game between Texas League and 
Major League Clubs shall be played on a basis of at least fifty per cent 
(50%) of the gross gate receipts, exclusive of taxes, to the home club, 
except with a World Championship Club, in which event the home club 
shall receive not less than thirty-five per cent (35%) of the gate re- 
ceipts. Further, when two Major League Clubs are playing in a Texas 
League park the Texas League club shall receive a minimum of twenty- 
five per cent (25%) of the gross gate receipts, exclusive of taxes. The 
penalty for violation thereof, forfeiture to the League of one-half of its 
receipts for such game, or games, played. The League shall receive no 
part of the receipts of exhibition games duly authorized. 


(b) In exhibition games between Texas League clubs and Major 
League clubs played in Texas League parks a Texas League umpire, 
if officiating, shall be the umpire-in-chief and shall make the final 
decision as to whether or not time shall be called because of rain 
and whether or not the field is fit for the resumption of play after 
rain has ceased, 


Section 18.04. INELIGIBLE CLUBS. No exhibition game shall be 
played with any Club expelled from membership in any League of 
the National Association. 
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Section 18.05. INELIGIBLE PLAYERS. No exhibition game shall 
be played with any club containing or playing any player disqualified 
or ineligible under rules of the National Association. (See Section 
30.07, National Agreement.) 


Section 18.06. PROMOTIONAL GAMES. (a) Each club shall be 
permitted to play, during the season, (Opening Day, Sundays, Holi- 
days, the first series with each club, and doubleheaders excluded) 
one game with each of the other clubs (a maximum of 7) to be known 
as a Promotional Game. It is further provided that seven (7) days 
notice must be given the visiting club of the home club’s intention of 
playing a Promotional Game unless otherwise agreed by the contend- 
ing clubs. If a Promotional Game is postponed on account of weather, 
the home club shall have the option of another date during the same 
series or said Promotional Game shall be played during a later series, 
proper notice having been given the visiting club. The visiting club is 
to be guaranteed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) in lieu of the reg- 
ular visiting club’s share as provided for in Section 28.03, herein. The 
League shall be paid five cents (5c) on each admission for which the 
club is given credit as a “paid admission” as computed in (b) below. 


(b) In computing the number of paid admissions to be recorded in 
the paid attendance records of the home club, if the established scale 
of admission prices is reduced to the club for such Promotional Game, 
three such admissions shall count as one paid admission as provided 
in Section 28.04 herein. The home club has the option of paying the 
League on full attendance basis or the one-third (1%) basis for the 
purpose of total attendance figures. 


ARTICLE NINETEEN 
POST SEASON GAMES AND ALL-STAR GAME 


Section 19.01. UNAUTHORIZED POST SEASON GAMES PRO- 
HIBITED. No club, a member of this League, shall be permitted to 
play any post-season series with any other club or league, except with 
the authority of this League. Where such post-season series are played 
under the auspices of the League, the President shall be empowered 
to act as a committee of one to make all arrangements for the series 
and the distribution of the receipts, except that ten per cent (10%) 
of the gross receipts shall be paid into the League’s treasury, and 
except as hereinafter provided for. Out of this amount shall be met 
all expenses of the conduct of the series, such as umpires’ salaries and 
expenses, President’s expenses, the League’s pro rata of the expenses 
of the representative of the National Association and all such ex: 
penses as are not usually borne by the local club, 


ALL-STAR GAME 


Section 19.02. PROCEDURE. The All-Star Game shall be played 
between the Texas League Club leading the Texas League after the 
games of a date to be selected each year by the Directors at the 
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Schedule Meeting, and a team of All-Stars picked from the remaining 
seven (7) clubs of the League. The All-Star Game will be played in 
the park of the city highest in the Texas League standing on the date 
determined above each year by the Directors. The rules and regulations 
governing the All-Star Game shall be determined each year by joint 
agreement between the President of the League and representatives 
of the Texas League Sportswriters Association. 


The receipts of the All-Star Game shall be divided as follows: 
The host club shall be paid 25% of the receipts after taxes or $500.00, 
whichever is greater. After the Texas League has paid all operat- 
ing expenses, consisting of traveling expenses, hotels, and meals 
of the baseball players making up the All-Star Teams, and the cost of 
awards, 60% of the remainder shall go into the League Special Fund 
and 40% shall be distributed equally between the eight clubs of the 
League. Regular admission prices shall prevail. This provision shall 
become operative if, as and when voted upon in the affirmative at any 
Fall or Spring meeting by a majority of the Texas League clubs. 


Should the home club fail to remit to the Treasurer of the Texas 
League within forty-eight (48) hours after completion of the All-Star 
Game the entire admission receipts (admission taxes excluded), it 
shall incur a penalty of $250.00. 


In the event the following clubs, Dallas, San Antonio, and Tulsa 
are not All-Star cities in 1956, 1957 and 1958, respectively, then that 
club that was scheduled for the All-Star Game shall receive twelve 
and one-half per cent (12%2%) of the receipts and the host club to 
receive twelve and one-half per cent (12%%). The remaining receipts 
after the League’s share and the expenses shall be divided equally 
among all eight clubs. 


Section 19.03. AWARDS. All players and umpires who participate 
in the All-Star Game shall receive a suitable award not to have a 
monetary value in excess of Fifty Dollars ($50.00). Also, similar 
awards shall be made to the president of each member club of the 
League. The host club shall be awarded a suitable trophy in recogni- 
tion of its having won the right to the All-Star Game for its City. 


TEXAS LEAGUE PLAY-OFF 


Section 19.04. ARRANGEMENTS FOR PLAY-OFF DETAIL (a) 
Unless otherwise voted by the Directors the officially adopted schedule 
of championship games shall be played under the “Texas League 
Play-Off” plan. Representatives of the competing clubs and the 
League President shall complete all details for the playing of the 
series of games provided herein, 


(b) PROCEDURE. The Texas League Play-Off shall consist of 
three series of games. The first two series of games shall open on 
the second day following the close of the regular season and run 
concurrently until a team in each series shall have won four games. 

he winning clubs in the two series thus provided shall enter a final 
play-off series consisting of as many games as may be necessary for 
one club to win four games, commencing after one off-day following 
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the close of the said series, or the one last concluded, and continuing 
without scheduled off-days except where necessary for travel by usual 
railroad transportation facilities. 


(c) DEVIATION. Should existing conditions require, or justify, 
deviation from the stipulations set out above such matters must be 
agreed upon by the clubs concerned and approved by the League 
President. 


(d) OFFICIAL SCORER. The official scorers of the Texas League 
Play-off games shall be paid not less than Ten Dollars ($10.00) for 
scoring each game. 


Section 19.05. PROCEDURE OF PLAY, ELIGIBLE CLUBS. (a) 
The four clubs in the League finishing the full season’s play with the 
ee percentages shall be eligible to compete in the Texas League 

ay-off. 

(b) FIRST SERIES. The clubs finishing first and fourth on the 
total season’s play shall enter a play-off series consisting of as many 
games as may be necessary for one club to win four games and the 
club so winning four games shall be declared the winner of the series. 
The clubs finishing second and third on the total season’s play shall 
enter a play-off series running concurrently with the above and 
consisting of as many games as may be necessary for one club to win 
four games and the club so winning four games shall be declared the 
winner of the series. 

(c) The winning clubs in the two series provided in Section (b) 
above shall enter a final play-off series consisting of as many games 
as may be necessary for one club to win four games and the club so 
winning four games in said final play-off shall be declared the winner 
of the Texas League championship. Said winner shall represent the 
Texas League in the Dixie Series. 

(d) OPENING SITES. The clubs finishing first and second on the 
total season’s play shall have the right to name the city where the 
opening game of their respective series shall be played. 

In like manner, in the final series, the club with the highest per- 
centage over the full season’s play shall have the choice as to where 
the finals shall start. 

In the first round two games shall be played in the cities where 
the series open, then, in each instance, the clubs shall move to the 
cities of the original visiting clubs and play three games, and return 
to the opening cities for two games or to complete the series, except 
that the series shall end in each instance when one club has won four 
games. 


As to the final series, between the winning clubs of the first two 
series, the schedule shall be two games in the opening city, three in 
the other and two back in the first city, except of course that the 
series w'll terminate where and when one club wins four games. 


(e) TIES. Should a tie exist for first or fourth place in the final 
standings for any season under this play-off arrangement, one game 
shall be played between the clubs so tied for first place and likewise 
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one game shall be played between the clubs so tied for fourth place 
and the site of the game shall be determined by a flip of a coin at 
such time and place as determined by the League President. Should 
there be a tie for second or third place a similar flip of a coin shall 
determine the final positions of such clubs in lining up for the play-off 
games herein provided. 


Section 19.06. CO-PENNANT WINNER. (a) The club which shall 
have won the Texas League play-off as provided for in Sections 19.04 
and 19.05 herein, shall be declared the areca Club of the 
League for the season in which the games were played. Such declara- 
tion shall be made by the President of the League immediately upon 
the close of the Texas League Play-off. (See Sec. 13.08 for other co- 
champion.) 


(b) In making the declaration, the President shall consider only 
the official records of this League with respect to games played and 
the official scores thereof, 


(c) The emblem of Championship shall be a pennant on which 
shall be enscribed “Champions of Texas League,” with the name of 
the club and the year in which the title was won, and the winner 
shall be entitled to fly the pennant until the close of the ensuing year. 


Section 19.07. ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS. (a) No player shall 
be eligible to participate in any play-off for the League championship 
who was not present with and under contract to the club attempting 
to play him at least thirty (30) days prior to the close of the regular 
season. EXCEPT that a Club may substitute for permanently disabled 
or injured players in the final 30 days of a season, limited to “position 
for position”; such substitutes to be eligible for playoff competition. 


A player added to his club’s list during the final 30 days of the 
season from the Suspended or Disabled list (after having served the 
full time required of players properly certified to such lists) shall be 
deemed eligible for the purpose of this rule. 


A player reinstated to a club’s active list from the National 
Defense Service List during a championship season shall be eligible 
to participate in the play-offs in which the club to which he is 
reinstated participates, without regard for rules to the contrary, 
if any, which might otherwise prevent his participation therein. A 
player whose reinstated National Defense status expires within 21 
days of the end of the championship season shall not lose eligibility 
for the play-offs of that year because of player limit rules. 


(b) Each club in the play-offs shall be limited to the use of eighteen 
(18) players, and shall file by telegraph a complete list of its eligible 
players on or before noon of the day following the final scheduled 
date of the championship season. Filing time shall be construed as 
the hour or time such list is filed with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. Failure to comply with this requirement shall subject the 
offending club or clubs to a fine of $100.00. The President will furnish 
each club taking part in the play-offs a copy of the eligible list of 
all participating clubs. 








1078 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


32 





Section 19.08. ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS FOR THE DIXIE 
SERIES. (Determined by Dixie Series Contract.) 


Section 19.09. PLAYER’S SALARY—POST SEASON GAMES. 
Declared to be a part of the regular season schedule of play are the 
following extra-scheduled games: All-Star Game, the split-season 
play-off games, if any, and the Texas League Play-off Series. The 
players’ and umpires’ contracts are extended to cover such games, 
and their pay shall be computed on the basis of their regular monthly 
salary, prorated and/or on a per diem basis. 


Any awards of a monetary value, or money paid the players for 
such games, shall not be counted as part of or against the salary 
limit of their club as provided for in Section 25.01 herein. 


Section 19.10. DIVISION OF RECEIPTS — POST - SEASON 
GAMES. (a) The receipts from al play-off games, after payment of 
admission taxes, shall be divided as follows: Fifteen per cent (15%) 
shall be paid into the League’s regular operating account. Ten per cent 
(10%) shall be paid into the League’s Special Account. The remaining 
Seventy-five per cent (75%) from the receipts of each series of games 
shall be divided equally between the competing clubs in each series. 

The League shall assume and pay from its operating account the 
salary and expenses of umpires, and league supervision. 

Each club shall bear its own expenses, and the home club in each 
game shall bear all expenses incident to its home games the same as 
in its regular home games of the championship season. Hotel and 
transportation expenses are to be equalized between the two clubs 
in each series on the basis of an equal number of men. 


(b) The home club which fails to remit to the League, within 
forty-eight (48) hours after the completion of each series, the entire 
admission receipts (admission taxes excluded) shall incur a penalty 
of ten per cent (10%) of its net share which amount the League 
President shall deduct from the Club’s share of the receipts. 


Section 19.11. SCALE OF PRICES. The scale of admission prices 
to Play-off games shall be the same as the prevailing prices of the 
championship season. 


Gross receipts or gross admissions or admission receipts shall mean 
to include and cover gross value on all tickets sold and redeemed at 
the park as admission to such games as general admission, grand- 
Sand, pavillion, bleachers, box seats, admission to season box seats 
and reserve seats or to any other section of the park not specifically 
named herein. 


DIXIE SERIES 


Section 19.12. A post-season, inter-league series of games, known 
as the Dixie Series, shall be played between clubs of the Texas and 
Southern leagues per contract and agreement between the said twe 
leagues now in effect, dated January 15, 1951, to cover the years through 
1955; unless previously terminated by proper notice. 
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(a) REGULATIONS. Dixie Series games shall be subject to the 
rules and regulations of the National Association of Professional] 
Baseball Leagues, and shall be under the jurisdiction of and subject 
to the regulations of the Board of Control, consisting of the President 
of the Southern and Texas Leagues. 


(b) LENGTH OF SERIES. The Dixie Series shall consist of seven 
games, unless one of the contending clubs shall have won four games 
before the seven games are played. In the event that neither club 
shall have won as many as four games when the seven games have 
been played, the series shall be continued until one of the contending 
clubs has won four games. 

(c) BROADCAST. Determined by Dixie Series Contract. 

(d) ELIGIBLE PLAYERS. Determined by Dixie Series Contract. 


(e) UMPIRES. The President of each League shall appoint two 
or more umpires to officiate in said series. 

(f) RECEIPTS. All money receipts each day are to be turned over 
to the Board of Control. 

(g) ADMISSION PRICES. The admission charges to games of 
said series shall be fixed by the Board of Control. 

(h) PASSES. No passes shall be issued, but the home club may 
issue admission tickets not to exceed one hundred (100) for each 
game for the press and one admission ticket for each player in his 
home city. 

(i) ACCOUNTING FOR TICKETS. The home club shall handle 
all tickets and money and make detailed accounting of the same to 
the Board of Control; remittance shall be less taxes. The home club 
must account for all tickets invoiced. Settlement shall be made on 
the basis of a check of the “deadwood” and turnstiles. 


(j) DIVISION OF RECEIPTS. Out of the gross receipts, after tax 
deductions, each League is to deduct ten per cent (10%), or a total of 
twenty per cent (20%) for both Leagues. The remaining eighty per 
cent (80%) shall be divided as follows, for the first four games 
played: 

60% Players’ Pool 
40% Contending Clubs of Each League 


For all games played, other than the first four games, receipts after 
taxes shall be divided as follows: 

10% Texas League 

10% Southern Association 

40% Texas League Contending Club 

40% Southern Association Contending Club 


The players of the winning club shall receive sixty per cent (60%) 


of the players’ pool and players of the losing club shall have the re- 
maining 40%. 


Out of the twenty per cent (20%) accruing to the two Leagues the 
Board of Control shall pay all expenses of the umpires, salaries of 
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umpires, cost of printing tickets of each contending club and all neces- 
sary and incidental expenses of the Board of Control. 


(k) OPERATING EXPENSES. Each home club at its own ex- 
pense shall provide park and all personnel for the operation thereof. 


(1) UMPIRES’ PAY. Each umpire shall be paid Three Hundred 
Fifty Dollars ($350.00) for officiating the series and be allowed all 
expenses. 


(m) OFFICIAL SCORERS. Each League President shall appoint 
the official scorer for the home games of his league. 


(n) PRORATED EXPENSES. Hotel and transportation expense 
of the clubs shall be equalized on the basis of an equal number of 
men on each club. 


(o) NATIONAL ASSOCIATION RULES PREVAIL. The Official 
Playing Rules of the National Association shall govern. A pitcher 
shall not use the shine or emery ball; the spit ball is prohibited. 
Official baseball of each League shall prevail in its home games. Thirty- 
six (36) balls are to be furnished by each home club for each game. 


Manager of each contending club is permitted on the coaching lines 
during the games. 


Section 19.13. PLAYERS’ SALARY. (a) The Texas League players 
participating in the Dixie Series, (Post-Season Club Winner of the 
Texas League Play-Off Series), shall receive their regular player’s 
contract salary on a per diem basis, beginning with the close of the 
League’s championship season series to and including one day after 
the last game of the Dixie Series. Should the club finish at home for 
the last game of the Dixie Series then the players shall not be paid 
for the extra day after the last game of the Dixie Series. 


CASH AWARDS. (a) Each year the League shall pay to the Texas 
League club participating in the Dixie Series the sum of $250.00 
toward providing its players with some sort of trophy or memento of 
the Series, and the club is obligated to spend not less than that amount 
for this purpose. (b) There shall also be a cash award of $500.00 to 
the Dixie Series team for entertainment expense at the Schedule 
Meeting next following the winning of the championship. 


ARTICLE TWENTY 
GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR ALL GAMES 


Section 20.01. CLUB RIGHTS. (a) The home club shall play all 
of its games on the field generally recognized as its permanent home 
grounds and the grounds recognized as the home grounds of each 
club are as follows: Austin, Disch Field; Dallas, Burnett Field; 
Fort Worth, LaGrave Field; Houston, Busch Stadium; Oklahoma 
City, Texas League Park; San Antonio, Mission Stadium; Shreveport, 
Texas League Park; Tulsa, Texas League Park. If the home club 
wishes to transfer a game to some other grounds in its home territory, 
it must give notice to the League and to the visiting club at least 
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fifteen (15) days in advance of the date of the proposed transfer and 
must gain permission from the League and the visi_.ng club, the only 
exception being that if an act of God, such as fire, flood, tornado, etc., 
should make the recognized home grounds unplayable, a transfer to 
some other grounds in the home club’s territory may be made with- 
out fifteen (15) days’ notice and without the consent of the visiting 
club, but the consent of the League office must be obtained. 


Each member shall have general supervision and control of the 
conduct of all business affairs in connection with games played on 
its grounds. The visiting club shall be allowed such representation 
and facilities as may reasonably be required to protect the interests 
and rights of the club and its players, but in all details that do not 
involve such interests and rights, and that relate solely to such games 
as attractive exhibitions to the patron of the home club, the visiting 
club shall defer to the wishes of the home club. The home club shall 
provide, equip and maintain, in a clean and sanitary condition, suit- 
able dressing, toilet and bathing conveniences for the visiting club’s 
players, equal in all respects to like accommodations provided by the 
home club for its own players. 

(b) CLUB HOUSE REQUIREMENTS. Each home club shall fur- 
nish the visiting club with twenty full sized bath towels each day. 


Each home club shall provide at least three shower heads, one 
toilet and twenty lockers for the use of the visiting team. The home 
club shall forfeit to the visiting club for failure to comply with this 
requirement, the sum of fifteen dollars ($15.00) per day for each day 
of violation of this Rule. 

(c) POLICE PROTECTION. The home club must furnish police 
protection to the umpires and the visiting club. For failure to fur- 
nish such protection, upon satisfactory proof to the President, the 
club shall be fined fifty dollars ($50.00) for the first offense and one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for each subsequent offense during the sea- 


son, an appeal from this action, however, lying to the League at its 
first meeting thereafter. 


(d) CONVENIENCES FOR UMPIRES, Each member shall pro- 
vide at its park a suitable dressing room for the umpires, with con- 
veniences in keeping with those provided the home and visiting 
players. 

(e) FOUL LINES. All foul lines shall be chalked from the home 
plate to the foul line on the fence, where a flag or other distinct 
marker must be attached. Any club failing to have its grounds so 


arranged shall forfeit all games to the opposing clubs until such 
arrangement is made. 


(f) PROTECTING GROUNDS. The home club shall use every 
facility in its possession to protect the grounds from rain under 


gecnity of Five Hundred Dollar ($500.00) fine for each failure to 
0 so. 


(g) SEATING CAPACITY AND ARRANGEMENT. Each club 
of this League shall file with the President suitable blue print or 
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plat of its grandstand reflecting the seating capacity and its arrange- 
ment, showing the total season boxes and the number of seats of 
the total season boxes, total number of reserved seats, total number 
of grand stand seats, total number of negro bleachers, total number 
of white’s bleachers in order that visiting clubs may know at all 
times, the total seating capacity of each park in this League. Each 
club shall advise the League office, promptly, of any changes in seat- 
ing arrangement and/or seating capacity. 


(h) PLAYING FIELD DIMENSIONS. Each club of this League 
shall file with the President the exact dimensions of its playing field, 
showing the distance in feet from screen to home base, from home 
base down the right field foul line to the bottom of right field fence, 
from home base down the left field foul line to the bottom of left 
field fence, from home base to the bottom of the center field fence, 
from home base to the bottom of left center field fence, from home 
base to the bottom of right center field fence. Proper signs shall be 
posted on top of the fence, showing the distance from home base to 
the bottom of the fence in the manner herein stated. 


Section 20.02. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF VISITING CLUB. The 
visiting club shall give the umpire and home club manager its batting 
order before the commencement of each game, and likewise the home 
club shall give its batting order to the visiting club’s manager and 
to the umpire before the commencement of each game. It shall be 
the duty of the visiting club to co-operate with the home club in the 
furnishing of the batting order and roster of players at least by ten 
(10) o’clock of the morning preceding the game in order that score 
cards may be properly posted to give an accurate service to which 
the home fans are entitled. Batting order forms for this purpose are 
to be provided each club by the League office. 


Section 20.03. NIGHT GAMES. The decision as to whether a regu- 
larly scheduled game of the championship season shall be played in 
the afternon or at night rests entirely with the home club. However, 
should a club elect to change from day to night, or vice versa, such 
club is required to so notify the visiting club and umpires at least 
twenty-four (24) hours prior to game time. 


Section 20.04. WHEN LIGHTS MAY BE USED. (a) Any game 
scheduled as a night game may be started at any time desired by 
the home club, even before darkness, and the lights may be turned 
on when deemed advisable by the umpire and the game finished under 
the lights; provided further that the umpire shall be the sole judge as 
to when the lights shall be turned on. 


(b) A scheduled day game may be completed under the lights and 
each club shall notify the League President prior to opening day, if 
lights will be turned on to complete a scheduled day game. The umpire 


in charge shall be the sole judge as to when the field lights shall be 
turned on. 


Section 20.05. ORDER OF PRACTICE. The visiting club shall be 
allowed twenty (20) minutes for batting practice, to cease twenty 
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(20) minutes before the time scheduled for the start of ae game. 
The home club shall then take the field for ten (10) minutes. Then 
the visiting club shall take the field for ten (10) minutes, after which 
play shall begin. The gong must be sounded to mark the beginning 
and expiration of these periods. 


Section 20.06. TIME OF CEREMONIES. All speech-making or 
ceremonies of any kind shall be completed before the time of the 
start of the aoamain’ scheduled game and may be scheduled between 
the games of a doubleheader provided such speech-making or cere- 
monies do not interfere with the starting of the second game of the 
doubleheader. 


Section 20.07. STARTING TIME AND LIMIT. (a) On any day 
when a club is required to leave a city, in order to reach another city 
where it is scheduled to play its next game, the home club shall be 
compelled, upon proper notice to the visiting club, to begin the game 
two hours and thirty minutes before the departure of the last t 
by means of which either club can reach the next scheduled pc 5 in 
time for its next game. And either club may leave the field at any 
time within one hour of said train time without forfeiting any rights 
or privileges, provided five innings have been played, and provided 
the umpire shall shall be the sole judge of the time. 

(b) When a time limit has been agreed upon, the umpire, prior 
to the start of the game, shall so inform the spectators and official 
scorer, giving the reason. 


(c) Each club shall file with the President of this League, the time 
set for the commencement of scheduled games on its grounds, on 
Sundays, Holidays, and other days, and for the first game of a double- 
header on any such days. The home club shall not change such time 
of commencement of any scheduled game more than thirty (30) min- 
utes, without first obtaining the visiting club’s consent thereto. 


Section 20.08. PARK OR GROUND RULES AND REGULATIONS 
AND OVERFLOW CROWDS. Ground rules will be determined for each 
park by the Club’s manager or management prior to the start of the 
season and furnished all umpires and managers in pamphlet form. Any 
other ground rules deemed necessary shall be presented to the umpires 
and the opposing manager or captain, by the manager or captain of the 
home team prior to the start of each game. 


Only in cases where spectators are compelled to overflow on the 
playing field may managers or captains of the opposing teams, by 
agreement, make special ground rules, and then only covering balls 
batted or thrown into the crowd. All other ground rules, except as 
herein, or in the Official Playing rules provided, must be made by 
the home club. 


Section 20.09. OFFICIAL BASEBALLS. No championship game 
shall be played with any ball other than the official League ball as 
adopted by this League. Balls shall be shipped direct from the manu- 
facturer to the requesting club or through the Texas League office. 
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Each baseball shall be properly sealed and bear the official signature 
of the League President. 


Section 20.10. BASEBALLS—GAME REQUIREMENT. The home 
club shall deliver to the Umpire-in-Chief for each game thirty-six 
balls, of which at least twelve shall be new balls and the balance shall 
be balls which in the judgment of the umpire are good for play. 


The balls shall be placed in a permanent box, set flush with the 
ground near the plate in foul territory, or suitable ball bag furnished, 
by the League, and no ball shall be thrown out to the umpire from the 
es bench unless the same is in the original package with the seal 
unbroken. 


Section 20.11. PLAYING AND SCORING RULES. The playing 
and scoring rules of the Texas League shall conform to the official 
rules as adopted by the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues as amended and as printed in the official rule book, except 


as provided in the Texas League regulations, before the start of each 
season. 


Section 20.12. SPECIAL RULES TO SPEED UP PLAY. (a) NEW 
BALL IN PLAY. When the ball goes out of play and it is necessary to 
place another ball in play the umpire shall so by throwing the ball 
directly to the pitcher. 


(b) CATCHERSS SIGNS. The pitcher must take all signs from the 
catcher while standing on or astride the rubber. 

(c) PITCHER’S REGULATIONS. If the pitcher is a batsman when 
his side is retired he shall go directly to the pitching mound. If the 
pitcher is a base runner when the final out of the inning is made, he 
shall go directly to the pitching mound and no event return to the 
bench for any ordinary reason. 


The pitcher, like any other player in the line up, shall also take 
his position in the batter’s circle whenever he is the next batsman. 

(d) MANAGER CONFERRING WITH PITCHER. A manager 
shall not confer with the pitcher more than once an inning, unless the 
second time is actually to remove the pitcher from the game. If the 
pitcher is allowed to remain in the game after the second conference 
is one inning, the manager shall forthwith remove himself from the 
game. 


(e) STEPPING FROM BATTER’S BOX. The batsman, prior to 
stepping out of the batter’s box for any reason, should request the 

myrre to call time which when granted would automatically give 
ae permission. The umpire should always suspend play if the bats- 
man has a reasonable excuse for such request. 

(f) TAKING POSITIONS. At the close of each half inning, the 
players shall run or trot to and from their respective positions. 


Section 20.13. FARCICAL GAMES. Any player or manager who 
is found guilty of stalling or of turning any game into a farce shall 
be subject to a fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 
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Section 20.14. COLLECTIONS PROHIBITED. No club shall author- 
ize any individual or organization to take up a collection from the 
patrons at any of the club’s regularly scheduled, play-off, post-season, 
or exhibition games. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-ONE 
MANAGERS 


Section 21.01. GENERAL RULES. DUTIES. A non-playing man- 
ager shall be permitted on the coaching lines without being counted 
in the player limit. 


Section 21.02. PLAYING MANAGER. A playing manager may 
remove himself from the game as a player, and return to the coach- 
ing lines as a coach at any time during the game. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-TWO 
UMPIRES 


Section 22.01. SELECTION. A staff of League umpires shall be 
selected and placed under contract by the League President before 
the opening of the championship season. 


Section 22.02. RESERVE LIST. The President shall place on the 
National Association reserve list the names of the umpires on whose 
services he desires to retain an option for the ensuing year. 


Section 22.03. SALARIES, NUMBER. The number of umpires and 
the salary to be paid the umpires shall be determined by the Presi- 
dent. The umpires shall be allowed transportation from city to city as 
detailed in their assignments, also any incidental expenses which may 
be deemed necessary. 

Advancing money to an umpire by a club or owner shall be a vio- 
lation of the rules of this League. A penalty of One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00) shall be assessed ond collected from such club or any repre- 
sentative thereof for such infraction, 


(b) COMPETENCY. The President shall endeavor to ascertain 
the competency of the umpires by personal observation of their work 
and by reports from the League Directors. 


Violation by an umpire of the Constitution, By-Laws or Rules of 
this League, of his contract, or of the Official Playing Rules, or 
improper conduct on or off the playing field, shall subject him to dis- 
charge, fine, suspension or ineligibility, as the President may deter- 
mine. 


Section 22.04. CONTROL AND DIRECTION. Umpires shall be 
under the sole supervision and direction of the President, from whom 
they will receive all assignments for duty, and all instructions regard- 
ing the interpretation of the playing rules. The President shall pre- 
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scribe a proper uniform for them, which must be worn while they are 
officiating as umpires. He mav supply each umpire with one pair of 
white trousers which shall be part of the special uniform he may 
prescribe to be worn on Opening Days, Holidays and Sundays. 

Any umpire failing to comply with the instructions of the President 
may be fined and disciplined at his discretion. 


Section 22.05. DISCHARGE—INSUBORDINATION. Any League 
umpire is subject to removal at any time by the President who has 
complete authority to fill all vacancies. 


Any umpire improperly conducting himself in public, by intoxica- 
tion, fighting, gambling, indecency, or other disreputable or criminal 
conduct, whether on or off the field, prejudicial to the good repute or 
welfare of professional baseball or of this League, may be fined 
and/or suspended or declared ineligible, as the President of the 
League or Board of Directors may deem proper. 


Section 22.06. UMPIRES’ SCHEDULE. The President of this 
League shall prepare and submit to each umpire his assignments 
and routes for the championship season. In no instance shall an 
umpire remain with a club and in the same city for a longer period 
than sixteen (16) consecutive days. 


Section 22.07. SCHEDULE AND TRANSFER. When request is 
made by a club for the transfer of an umpire and such request is 
granted by the President, the club requesting such transfer shall pay 
the transportation and expenses of both the umpire leaving and the 
one coming in as replacement. 


Section 22.08. SPRING TRAINING. (a) No club in this League 
shall contract with an umpire, or umpires, for their services preceding 
the opening of the championship season at a pay or salary to exceed 
three hundred dollars ($300.00), excluding transportation, hotel and 
meals, while away from League headquarters or the umpire’s home 
town, 


(b) RULES MEETING. Each year, prior to the opening of the 
season, the League President shall hold a rules interpretation meet- 
ing with the League umpires and shall give the umpires such special 
instructions as he shall see fit. The League President shall prepare 
copies of the rules interpretations and special instructions to umpires, 
and shall furnish each club member with copies to fit the League 
Constitution binder. 


(c) SPRING TRAINING SERVICE. The League President is 
authorized to have the League umpires to report two weeks prior to 
the opening of the championship season for the purpose of rules inter- 
pretation meetings and assignments to officiate Spring exhibition 
games of the member clubs. The League shall bear the reporting trans- 
portation expense of the umpire to a club’s training site, while the club 
will provide room and board during Spring Training and in addition 
will reimburse the umpire $150.00 for his services and bear his travel 
expenses to the League Office at the conclusion of Spring Training. 
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Section 22.09. SUBSTITUTES. (a) In the event an umpire is 
unable to officiate in a game assigned to him, it shall be the duty 
of the President to provide a substitute to umpire the said game, 
and it shall be the duty of each club to accept, for any championship 
game, such umpire or substitute as the President may assign. 


(b) Umpires shall report for games to which they are assigned 
at least one hour before the time set for starting the game and if 
prevented or delayed from reporting at least thirty (30) minutes prior 
to the time scheduled for the commencement of a game, shall notify 
the home club as soon as possible. 


(c) If, at the hour appointed for the beginning of the game, a 
League umpire or substitute shall not have appeared, the managers 
of each club shall select one substitute player of the other club to 
act as umpires for that game. In all cases where players act as um- 
pires they shall receive the sum of Seven Dollars Fifty Cents ($7.50) 
each, to be paid by the League President and deducted from the salar 
of the League umpire at fault if in the opinion of the President oooh 
League umpire was not absent due to a bona fide sickness or injury. 


Section 22.10. RESTRICTIONS—SCOUT. No umpire in the Texas 
League shall serve as a scout for any club in this League or any other 
league, regardless of classification, His only connection in baseball 
shall be as a member of the Texas League staff of umpires. 


An umpire who severs his relations as such with this League may 
be permitted to join any club in the League as a player or manager 
of a team, by a majority vote of the League Directors. 


Section 22.11. AUTHORITY FOR EJECTION AND PLAYER 
FINES. Any player, other than the Manager and/or the Field Captain, 
in uniform, leaving his position to dispute with the umpire may be 
fined not less than Five Dollars ($5.00) for the first offense. 


No player shall jockey an umpire from the field or bench. For doing 
so, the player may be fined not less than Five Dollars ($5.00) for 
the first offense. 


Section 22.12. FIELD CAPTAIN’S RIGHTS. Field Captains and/or 
Managers may question the decision of an umpire only when such 
uestion relates to the playing rules and not to the judgment of 
the umpire on plays. Enforcement of this rule is mandatory. 


Section 22.13. PROFANE OR OBSCENE LANGUAGE. Any player 
or umpire using profane or obscene language in the enclosure, audible 
to the spectators, may be fined by the President at his discetion or 
suspended, or both shall be instantly removed from the enclosure 
and not permitted to participate in any championship game, pending 
the President’s decision or while under fine or suspension. 


Any player using profane or obscene language in the enclosure 
before, during or after the championship game, which profane or 
obscene language is directed to the umpire, shall be fined not less 
than Ten Dollars ($10.00) and/or removed from the game. 
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Section 22.14. CONDUCT ON BENCH. During the progress of a 
scheduled game, all players must remain on their own bench, except 
when properly at bat, in the field, or at practice under the instruc- 
tions of the manager. Failure to observe this rule, after warning by 
the umpire, shall incur a fine of $5 for the offending player. On con- 
tinued disregard of the umpire’s warning, the umpire shall, if neces- 
sary, remove the offending player from the park. 


Section 22.15. ENFORCEMENT. Where a specific penalty is not 
provided for violation of the rules herein, the umpire shall have the 
power and authority to penalize a player or manager by removal from 
the game, subject to review by the League President. The President of 
this League is empowered to take whatever disciplinary action he 
deems necessary to carry into force and effect the intent and purpose of 
the Official Playing Rules, the rules enacted herein or which may here- 
after be enacted for violations of the rules that are ordinarily not sub- 
ject to the action of the umpire. 


Reference is hereby made as to other fines provided for under 
“General Regulations for All Games,” Sections 20.11, 20.12, and 20.13 
herein, for which authority is hereby given to the League President 
for enforcement by and through the League’s umpires to and includ- 
ing fines provided for under “Miscellaneous Rules,’ Sections 29.06, 
29.07 and 29.11 herein, and the Official Playing Rules. 


Section 22.16. DURATION OF SUSPENSIONS—REFUSING TO 
FINISH GAME. In cases where a player or manager is removed by 
an umpire from the first game of a double-header, the player or man- 
ager shall be eligible to return for the second game of the double- 
header, and in the case of a player or manager being removed by 
an umpire from a morning game, the player or manager shall be 
eligible to compete in the afternoon game played on the same day. 
The same rule shall apply where removal is from an afternoon game; 
such player or manager may participate in the night game, if both 
games are played on the same day, subject to the provisions of the 
National Association Agreement and Official Playing Rules. (Ref. 
Suspension, Section 20.11 herein.) 


Should any club refuse to finish a game once started because of 
dissatisfaction with any ruling or rulings of the umpire, or for any 
cause whatsoever, or any club owner or manager or captain refuse 
to allow a legally appointed umpire to officiate in a game or games 
to which he has ae assigned by the President or which is scheduled 
to be played, said club shall forfeit the game to the opposing team 
and in addition shall be subject to Sections 16.02 and 16.03 and the 
further provisions of this Constitution and By-Laws. 


Section 22.17. REPORTING VIOLATIONS. All violations of the 
rules and ejections from the games shall be reported immediately by 
the umpire to the League President, who shall take whatever discip- 
linary actions he deems necessary, either by fine or suspension or both. 


At the commencement of each season, the President shall send 
out a form letter to all players and managers informing them that 
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any club found guilty of paying fines imposed upon its players or 
its managers will be fined $500 for each offense and authority is 
hereby vested in him to impose such fine. The penalty shall apply for 
each offense and shall be strictly enforced. 


Section 22.18. ASSAULT ON UMPIRES. Any player, manager, 
captain, or owner guilty of assaulting an umpire during the cham- 
peep season shall be disciplined at the discretion of the President, 
and subjected to the provisions of the National Association Agree- 
ment and discretion of the National Association President. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-THREE 
CONTRACTS 


Section 23.01. UNIFORM CONTRACTS AND APPROVAL. This 
League shall use and adopt the uniform players contract adopted by 
the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. All con- 
tracts must be submitted to the President of the National Association 
and be subject to his approval or disapproval before being made a 
matter of record in the League President’s office, in such manner and 
form as necessary for the best interests of this League. 


Section 23.02. SIGNING OF CONTRACT. No player shall be 
eligible to participate in any championship game until he has signed 
a formal contract. (Ref. Section 23.06(b) on requirement for filing of 
contracts.) See Section 24.05 for penalties provided. (See Section 
15.09, National Association Agreement.) 


Section 23.03. RESERVE CLAUSE AND APPROVAL. Non-re- 
serve clause contracts are abolished and no such non-reserve con- 
tracts shall be promulgated, excepting by permission of the President 
or Executive Committee of the National Association. 


Section 23.04. REGULATION ON TERMS ACCEPTED. Any agree- 
ment between club and player for service, evidenced by written ac- 
ceptance, whether by letter or telegram, or receipt from player for 
money advanced to him to bind such agreement, shall be construed 
to be a contract and held to be binding, provided the player declines 
to enter into a formal contract which contract must be tendered 
by the club to the contracting player within ten days from date of 
such terms accepted; but his refusal to sign such formal contract 
shall render him disqualified to play with the contracting club or to 
enter the service of any Major or Minor League clubs unless released 
or assigned. Provided, however, the validity of any contract, arrange- 
ment or agreement between a club and a player, not on its reserve 
list, for the service of the player, will not be recognized unless the 
written proof thereof is submitted to the President of the National 
Association within twenty days after such agreement is made. 


Section 23.05. INTRA-LEAGUE AGREEMENTS — ASSIGN- 
MENTS. A penalty of $50 per day shall be assessed against the of- 
fending club or clubs for the sale, delivery, or exchange, directly or 
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indirectly, to or with any other club or clubs of this League of any 
player after August lst of each season, and no player released outright 
after August Ist shall be signed by any other club. The penalty shall 
run during all time such sold, delivered, or exchanged player is away 
from his original club and all games in which such player participates 
shall be forgeited to the opposing team, This rule shall not be construed 
as preventing a player being claimed under the waiver rule during the 
period. (Also see Sec. 24.02(h) herein.) 


Section 23.06. ASSIGNMENT AND RELEASE. (a) Members of 
this League shall promptly notify the President of this League of 
all assignments of players’ contracts, whether outright or optional, 
and all unconditional releases of players. 


(b) Terms accepted and/or writings constituting terms of con- 
tracts, must be filed with the President of the National Association 
within twenty (20) days after the agreement is made. (And notice 
to the League President.) Players’ formal contracts must be filed 
with the National Association within twenty (20) days from date there 
of. Assignment and option papers and official notices to players must 
be filed with the National Association within fifteen (15) days from 
date thereof. For further information see the latest Manual and Bul- 
letins of the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, 
and any amendments thereto, which is hereby adopted and made a part 
hereof and being the same as if incorporated herein. 


(c) FILING CONTRACT—LEAGUE OFFICE. On all players 
contracts forwarded to the National Association of Professional Base- 
ball Leagues, a photostat copy or a certified copy thereof, or copy of 
the transmittal form, must be filed with the League President, or 
complete information as to the date of contract, Social Security num- 
ber of player, monthly or season salary and any terms to the player’s 
contract must be mailed to the League Office on or before twenty 
(20) days from the date of the player’s contract. (See Section 24.03, 
new player rule herein which requires notice to League Office on each 
new player.) 


Section 23.07. ASSIGNMENT OF PLAYER’S CONTRACT WITH- 
IN LEAGUE. The optional or conditional: assignment of the contract 
of a player between clubs in the league is not permitted. (Ref. Sections 
25.02(f) and 26.03, National Association Agreement.) 


Section 23.08. LOANING OF PLAYERS. The practice of loaning 
or “farming” players is prohibited. Any club letting or employing 
the services of a player without proper written agreements, as pre- 
scribed under National Association rules, shall subject itself to the 
penalties set out in the National Association Agreement. Participa- 
tion in a game or games of this League on the part of any such 
— shall subject the game or games to forfeiture to the opposing 
club. 


Section 23.09. RESERVE LIST OF PLAYERS. On or before the 
date fixed by the National Association for the reservation of players 
each year, each member club shall forward to the President of the 
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National Association its Reserve List, and send a copy to the League 
President. 

The League shall keep a record of all contracts, reserve lists, 
salary affidavits, etc., which shall be open to all directors of this 
League at any time. 


Section 23.10. CLUB AND PLAYER NEGOTIATIONS. No player 
under contract with, or reserved by a club, shall without its consent, 
enter into negotiations with any club or league for future services; 
put if consent be obtained, a player may negotiate for his release, and 
ag a money consideration therefor, which may be accepted by the 
club. 


No club shall be allowed to sign, use, play or negotiate with any 
player, in any manner whatsoever, for present or future services, 
while said player remains under contract or reservation with any 
other club of this League or any other League or Association, except 
as provided above. Any club violating any provision of this rule 
shall be fined one hundred dollars ($100.00) by the President, the 
same to be paid within five days, and shall forefeit any game to its 
opponent in which such a player is used. There shall be no remis- 
sion of such fine so assessed. 


Section 23.11. NON-CHAMPIONSHIP COMPETITION BARRED. 
No player under contract with the clubs of the Texas League shall, 
during the playing season, play against one another except in a cham- 
pionship game, and any player violating this rule shall be fined by the 
President of the League one full month’s salary; and if it shall appear 
to the President that the club, having under contract any such player, 
permitted the violation of this rule by such player, such club shall be 
subject to a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 


Section 23.12. CLUB DISBANDMENT. The disbanding of a club 
or its withdrawal from or loss of League membership shall operate 
to transfer the players to the League or to such other club or clubs 
se the League may designate, subject to provisions of Article 3 

erein. 


Section 23.13. PLAYERS SALARY PAYMENT. Players under 
contract to any club, member of this League, shall be paid in keep- 
ing with the provisions of Section 2 of the Uniform Player Contract 
as approved by the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues. See Section 5.09 herein which provides for procedure and 
penalty for the failure of club to pay the players salary or to be in 
arrears to such player, 


ARTICLE TWENTY-FOUR 
PLAYER LIMIT 


Section 24.01. OVERALL PLAYER LIMITS. (a) Except as here- 
after provided, no member of this League shall have title to more than 
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thirty-seven (37) players contracts under option, contract or reserva- 
tion at any time, including suspended, disabled and temporarily in- 
active players, but not including voluntarily retired, restricted, in- 
eligible, National Defense Service List, Military List or Government 
Service List Players. 


(b) ACTIVE PLAYER LIMIT. Each club shall have on its active 
list not more than eighteen (18) players during the playing season, 
except for the first thirty (30) days of the playing season and the last 
twenty (20) days of the regular season, at which time each club shall 
be allowed not more than twenty-two (22) active players. It is under. 
stood that adidtional National Defense Service Players may be carried 
by each club as permitted and prescribed by National Association rules, 
Disabled, temporarily inactive or suspended players and non-playing 
managers shall not be included in said active limits. 


At the beginning of the championship season each club shall 
furnish to the President a list of all its players, and shall thereafter 
to the close of the season notify him promptly of all players signed, 
released or removed from its active list for any cause. The penalty 
for each failure to comply with the provisions of this section shall 
be a fine of $100. The President shall immediately transmit to each 
club a complete list of all players in the League giving the names of 
the clubs with which they are eligible to play. 


Section 24.02. DISABLED OR INJURED PLAYER. (a) A player 
unable to render active service to his club because of disabilities 
directly resulting from injuries sustained during the period between 
30 days after the opening of the scheduled season and 20 days before 
its close, while rendering services covenanted to be performed by the 
ls under his Contract may be placed upon the club’s “Disabled 

ist.” 


(b) Placement upon the “Disabled List” shall not impair the right 
of the player to receive full salary for a period not to exceed two 
weeks from the date of his injury, if his disability continues during 
such period, at the termination of which he may be released or con- 
tinued on the salary roll, but the player sustaining such injury in the 
performance of his duties must serve written notice upon his club of 
such injuries, giving time, place, cause, and nature of injury within 
ten (10) days of the sustaining of such injury. Failure to give such 
notice shall not impair the right of the player to draw salary if the 
club has actual notice of such injury. 


(c) A player placed upon such “Disabled List” shall not count in 
the “Active Player” or aggregate monthly salary limits of his club 
during his disability, but shall be included in the club’s limit of “Play- 
ers Under Contract,” except that if an option player he shall be in- 
cluded only in the limit of players under control of the optionor club. 

(d) A player properly certified to the Disabled List can not be 
reinstated to a club’s active list until ten (10) days shall have elapsed. 


(e) Players whose services are not immediately available to their 
club may be placed upon the Disabled List, Temporarily Inactive List 
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or the Suspended List (in addition to the voluntarily retired and 
ineligible lists). When a player is reported for placement on one of 
these lists notice thereof on the forms furnished by the National As- 
sociation must be executed, stating reason therefor, one copy going to 
the President of the National Association, one to the President of 
the League and one to the player. A player may be reinstated from 
any one of the lists by similar written, official notice to the three 
above-mentioned parties. 


(f) At no time may a club carry more than two (2) players on 
the Disabled, Temporarily Inactive and Suspended Lists, for whom 
substitutes have been employed, except by unanimous consent of the 
Directors and the President. 


(g) When a playing manager is removed from a club’s active list 
his status becomes that of a non-playing manager. He can not return 
to the active list under (15) days, and his status is subject to the 
provisions of Section 15.08 (c) (4), of the National Association 
Agreement. 


(h) No player may be added to the active roster of a club of this 
League after August 1 of any season from a club of higher classifi- 
cation unless as a replacement or substitute for a permanently in- 
injured or disabled player, or player inducted into Military Service. 
Any such “replacement or substitute player” must have been on the 
roster of the club from which secured at least thirty (30) days prior 
to the transfer of his contract. (Also see Sec: 23.05 herein). 


Section 24.03. NEW PLAYER RULE. Should any club, during the 
period of the playing season between thirty days after opening to 
twenty days prior to its close, add a new player, such player shall 
have five (5) playing days with the club before the club shall be 
required to cut down to its “active player limit” as provided for in 
Section 24.01(b) herein. No club shall have more than one (1) player 
on trial for and during the same five (5) day period. No such “new” 
or “trial” player shall be eligible to participate in any game without 
first having signed a contract as provided for in Section 24.05 herein. 


The club must notify the President immediately on the arrival 
of the cares. Failure to notify the President shall subject the offend- 
ing club to a fine of $100.00. 


Section 24.04. PENALTY—PLAYER LIMIT. No club shall have 
on its active list at any time more players than allowed by the terms 
of these rules. Violation of any provision of this Article shall subject 
the offending club to a fine of $250 and forfeiture of all games won 
while in violation, in addition to any other penalties provided. 


Section 24.05. ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS. No player eligible to 
sign a contract shall be allowed to participate in any game after the 
opening of the season, unless he has first signed a contract. Imme- 
diate notice must be dispatched to the League President followed by 
mailing of the executed uniform player’s contract of the player to the 
National Association within twenty (20) days. 
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The penalty for violation of this Section shall be a fine of fifty 
($50.00) dollars for each offense and the throwing out of the records 
of any game won by any club while playing a player who has not 
signed his contract. Any game or games lost, however, must stand 
in the records. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-FIVE 
SALARY LIMIT 


Section 25.01(a). AMOUNT AND LIMIT. No club shall have a 
monthly salary roll in excess of $14,250.00, exclusive of the manager’s 
salary, for the period starting thirty (30) days after opening day and 
until the last twenty (20) days of the regular season. 


No player contract shall stipulate compensation for a longer 
period than the playing season. This shall not apply to the Manager. 


(b) All players’ contracts shall include a salary affidavit to be 
executed by any individual qualified by the club with the National 
Association office. The affidavit shall certify that all of the compensa- 
tion the player is receiving, (either in the form of salary, transporta- 
tion, except transportation expenses for one person from the player’s 
home or point of departure to the city to which he is directed to report, 
allowance or bonus of whatsoever nature from any club, person, agent 
organization, or corporation, to be paid prior to the execution of sai 
contract, during the life thereof or thereafter, if incident to the sign- 
ing of said contract from any club, person, agent, organization, or 
corporation) is set forth in the contract. Space shall be provided in 
the contract form for the insertion of clauses to indicate plainly just 
what extra compensation, if any, the player is receiving in addition 
to the monthly salary rate specified in the body of the contract. 
Forms for reporting to the League President of the monthly salary 
shall be furnished by the League office. This form shall be filed as of 
the end of the month in which the salary limit goes into effect and 
monthly thereafter to the date when the salary limit is no longer in 
effect. 


Section 25.02. OPTIONED PLAYERS’ SALARY. The total salary 
of all active players on the club shall be computed in the monthly 
salary limit, including the amount paid by the optionor club, if any, 
and the amount paid by the optionee club, if any. 


Section 25.03. EFFECTIVE PERIOD. The salary limit becomes 
effective thirty (30) days after the opening of the championship season 
and remains in effect until twenty (20) days prior to the close thereof. 
The salaries of the extra players carried on the roster of the clubs for 
the first thirty (30) days and the last twenty (20) days of the season, 
shall not count against the salary limit of each club. 


Section 25.04. SUSPENDED: SALARY PROHIBITED. During the 
term of suspension from duty of any player or umpire of this League, 
said player or umpire shall not receive salary or compensation. All 
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fines imposed upon any player, umpire, or official, shall be paid by 
the a upon whom the fine is imposed. Signs shall be posted in 
each club house informing the players of this rule and said signs 
shall be supplied to each club by the President prior to the opening 
of the playing season. 


Section 25.05. BONUS PROHIBITED. No bonus of any kind shall 
be paid to other than a free agent for signing a contract, provided 
however that any compensation other than that shown on Page Two 
of the player’s contract, if within the salary limit of the club, shall 
not be considered as a bonus and shall count as salary. 


Section 25.06. INDIRECT AGREEMENT. No club owner, officer, 
or stockholder of any club, manager, agent, or any person shall make 
a direct or indirect agreement or arrangement with any player, other 
than that stipulated in the formal contract between the club and 
player, and the player shall not receive from any source whatsoever 
any amount or sum or other compensation than such as is provided 
for in his formal contract. 


Section 25.07. SHARING OF RECEIPTS PROHIBITED. If it is 
yroven to the satisfaction of the President or Board of Directors 
that any player has received any portion of purchase, sale, draft price, 
bonus, any amount in excess of actual transportation and reporting 
expenses, advance money not deducted from contract consideration 
or promise whatsoever, other than specifically stated in his formal 
contract, such player shall be declared suspended and ineligible, and 
games in which he may have participated forfeited, and the offending 
club fined; and a player so suspended shall continue so until rein- 
stated by the President of the League or its Board of Directors, and 
upon conviction and proof thereof, the offending club shall be fined 
the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). 


Section 25.08. FINES—REMITTING PROHIBITED. There shall 
be no remitting of fines except where on appeal to proper authority, 
it is shown that any fine was unjustly assessed. All fines of every 
description shall be the common property of the League, and may 
be equally divided after the close of the season, except that no club 
shall share in any fines assessed against it or its players or officials. 


Section 25.09. AUTHORITY FOR INVESTIGATION AND EN- 
FORCEMENT. To carry out the provisions of this rule, and to en- 
force it, the League President, League Secretary, or someone ap- 
pointed by the League President, may question and secure statements 
from players and examine League members’ books to ascertain if all 
salaries and extra compensations have been reported as required. 
Upon the written request of any three members of the League, the 
League President, or someone named by him, shall conduct a special 
investigation of the salaries paid by any one club. 


Section 25.10. REFUSAL TO SUBMIT AFFIDAVIT. Upon fail- 
ure of any manager, player, or agent of the club to submit an affi- 
davit governing any of the provisions of the salary limit when called 
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upon to do so, such offending manager, player, or agent, shall be 
subject to a fine at the discretion of the President or Board of Direc- 
tors; and it is within the discretion of the President or the Board of 
Directors to suspend any manager or player until the information 
demanded is furnished. 


Section 25.11. PENALTY FOR VIOLATION. A club found guilty 
of any violation of the salary limit rule shall give the highest salaried 
player designated by the President his unconditional release, and the 
offending club is hereby prohibited from resigning such player or 
acquiring his services during the season in which he is released; and 
any games won by his club in which such player participates after 
notification shall be forefeited. 


Section 25.12. CLUBS RESPONSIBLE FOR SIDE AGREE- 
MENTS. Club officers shall be held responsible for stockholders or 
any one connected with the club for participation in “side” agree- 
ments. Any present or side agreement to pay players shall be con- 
sidered a violation of the salary limit. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-SIX 
WAIVER RULE 


Section 26.01. WAIVER REQUESTS. (a) No player of any club 
in this League shall be released outright or optionally or assigned 
to clubs of equal or lower classification during that period of the 
playing season from 30 days after the opening of the playing season 
to the date 20 days before its close, until waivers have been asked 
and secured of all Texas League clubs at a price of $2,000.00; except 
that non-selection players may be assigned outright or optionally to 
clubs of lower classification without obtaining waivers so long as 
aoe players remain non-selection players under National Association 
rules. 


(b) All requests for waivers shall specify the salary and all the 
terms of the player’s contract. Any club awarded a player on waivers 
shall pay for the player within five (5) days, and title to the player 
actually passes at the time of the award and responsibility for his 
contract and reporting rests absolutely in the club to whom player 
is awarded. Assignment papers covering the player’s contract shall 
be properly executed by the clubs concerned. If a club misrepresents 
the salary and the terms of the player’s contract in a waiver request, 
the waiver on that player shall be Fifteen Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00). 


Section 26.02. NOTICE OF WAIVER REQUEST. The President 
of this League, upon receiving a request for waivers upon the services 
of a player, shall immediately notify all other members of this League 
by Air Mail, with the understanding that any club preferring telegraph 
service on a waiver request so indicate in the notice to the League Office. 
If such telegraph service is requested, the club shall reimburse the 
League Office for expense so incurred. Any member claiming such 
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player’s contract shall notify the President of the League within forty- 
eight (48) hours of the time the request was filed from the League 
Office. Failure of a club to file a claim for a player’s services within 
these limits, shall constitute a waiver. 


Section 26.03. TIME EFFECTIVE, A player on whom all clubs 
waive may be retained for a period of 15 days from the date waivers 
are granted, but if retained thereafter waivers must again be secured 
before disposal. 


Except as otherwise provided waivers are necessary only after 
thirty (30) days from the opening of the championship season to 
twenty (20) days before its close. 


Section 26.04. WAIVERS — NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE 
PLAYERS. Each club is required to comply fully with the provisions 
of the Selective Service Act of 1948 as extended by the Selective Service 
Extension Act of 1950 and other pertinent Federal acts pertaining 
to the re-employment of veterans. Each club should be fully advised as 
to its rights and obligations under the law. 


As to the release or assignment of reinstated National Defense 
Service players WAIVERS must be requested and obtained in com- 
liance with existing National Defense Service Reinstatement and 
aiver Rules. 
(See NDS Reinstatement and Waiver Rules of the National Associa- 
tion Agreement. ) 


Section 26.05. WITHDRAWAL OF WAIVER REQUEST. Once a 
club requests waivers on a player, such request cannot be withdrawn. 


Section 26.06. WAIVER FEE. A member awarded a player’s con- 
tract on waivers shall pay to the assigning club, through the National 
Association Office, Two Thousand Dollars $2,000.00); same to be paid 
within five (5) days of the award. 


Section 26.07. LEAGUE’S WAIVER SHARE. Five per cent (5%) 
of the amount paid for all players claimed by waivers shall be de- 
ducted and paid into the League treasury by the President. 


Section 26.08. MULTIPLE CLAIMS. If two or more clubs claim a 
player’s contract on waivers, they shall have priority in reverse 
order of their standing for the League Championship at the time 
the right to claim expires, if more than fifteen (15) days after the 
championship season has commenced, and if not, then in reverse 
order of such standing, at the close of the preceding season. In case 
claiming members have the same standing, the award shall be by lot. 


Section 26.09. PENALTY FOR VIOLATION. The penalty for any 
club disposing of a player subject to this waiver rule during the time 
in which the waiver rule is in force, without first having asked and 
secured waivers, shall be a fine of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) 
and the awarding by the President of the services of the player to any 
‘apenas ~— for the waiver price of Two Thousand Dollars 

000.00). 
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ARTICLE TWENTY-SEVEN 
OFFICIAL SCORER AND LEAGUE STATISTICIAN 


Section 27.01. APPOINTMENT AND SALARY OF SCORER. 
Each club shall recommend an Official Scorer, to act as such at 
all games to be played on its home grounds, whose appointment shall 
be confirmed by the President of the League. The compensation of 
the Official Scorer shall be not more than Ten Dollars ($10.00) per 
game for all Texas League games. 


Section 27.02. DUTY AND RECORD OF SCORER, It shall be 
the duty of the official scorer, under the direction of the home club, 
within twenty-four (24) hours after each game played for the cham- 
pionship, to prepare and forward to the President of the League a 
statement containing the full score of the game according to the sys- 
tem specified in the playing rules, including the dates, where played, 
and the names of the clubs and umpires, provided that no tied or 
drawn game shall be considered a game for any purpose other than 
the averages. To expedite the handling of the official box scores, the 
President can, if he so desires, have the scores sent direct to the 
League’s Official Statistician. 


Section 27.03. DISMISSAL AND REPLACEMENT. The scorer 
shall at all times be subject to the instructions and orders of the 
President, and if he shall fail to discharge his duties, or act in a man- 
ner disrespectful to the executive of the League, the President shall 
have power to discharge said scorer immediately. In case of dismissal, 
the club for which said scorer was acting shail recommend someone 
to fill the vacancy immediately and notify the President by wire. In 
case recommendation to fill the vacancy is not made within three 
days, the President shall have the power immediately to appoint a 
scorer to fill the vacancy. 


Section 27.04. LEAGUE STATISTICIAN. (a) The Statistician 
appointed by the President shall keep a set of books of averages in 
which all playing records of the League shall be posted. Subject to 
the direction of the President, he shall have supervision of the official 
scorers. He shall furnish to the press and to each club a statement 
of the playing records and averages of all the players in the League, 
at least three of which statements shall be issued prior to August 
15th of each season, and a fourth as soon as practicable after the 
close of the season. Such statements shall contain in addition to such 
data as the Statistician shall elect, the following information: 

(1) The correct standing of the clubs. 

(2) Under individual batting (for each player): Number of games, 

number of times at bat, runs, hits, two base hits, three base hits, 

home runs, total bases, sacrifice hits, stolen bases, times caught 
stealing, times struck out, number of bases on balls, times hit 
by pitched ball, number of runs batted in, percentage. 


(3) Individual fielding (for each player): Number of games at 
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each position, put-outs, assists, errors, percentage. Where player 
is a catcher, also passed balls, stolen bases allowed, players caught 
stealing. 

(4) Pitching (for each pitcher): Number of games, innings 
pitched, times of opponents at bat, runs and earned runs allowed, 
hits allowed, strike-outs, wild pitches, bases on balls, batsmen hit 
by pitched balls, balks, earned run average, games won, games lost, 
and ties, finished games, complete games, games taken out, shut- 
outs, percentage 

(5) Club averages: The same as for individual players. 


(6) Play-Off Averages: Where a play-off is begun prior to the 
regular close of the season as herein provided, the official aver- 
ages of the players competing in the championship play-off shall 
be included by the Statistician in the regular averages of the sea- 
son, but where the play-off requires termination of the schedule 
of the competing clubs, the players’ averages shall not be so in- 
cluded but shall be kept in regular form as play-off statistics. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-EIGHT 
ADMISSION PRICES AND RECEIPTS 
Section 28.01. (a) SCHEDULE OF ADMISSION PRICES—CHAM- 


PIONSHIP SEASON. The admission to any and all scheduled games 
of the Championship season shall not be more than (All admission 
taxes included): 


ADULTS—MEN AND WOMEN 


(1) Season boxes lease, per seat... .e-eeceeeeeeceseeceeeceeneseese $40.00 
Individual box seats other than season box seats................ 2.00 
General admission to and for each box seat......................-. 1.50 
ROO BOGE "Soi sigency hilt a ickdncchncecnsenplahe cath oetioscteniaeaanaiaal 1.75 
Grand stand or general admission.........................:--cscseeeseenee 1.50 
BORGO OF DAVIE hac wi cciiledececcthedainssngnhooensecicdbtiouesssosoestons 1.00 

STUDENTS OR CHILDREN 12 YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER 

(1) Individual box seats other than season box seats................ 2.00 
NOI I Na aii scatentth ois niashciitenasacainnsadatiintaabiaaeianaimmatl 1.75 
Grand stand or general admission......................---ce0--ceseeeeee 1.50 
po eR eee a 1.00 


LADIES’ NIGHT 


(3) General admission or grand stand, reserved seats 
and/or individual box seats, the “stub difference”’.............. 1.00 
PASSES 


(4) League or Club’s as provided for in Section 28.09 herein, 
and “stub difference” for box seats and/or reserved seats 1.00 
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(b) The admission price herein is calculated and provided for on 
the basis of ten per cent (10%) Federal admission tax, but such 
minimum price provided for herein shall continue even though the 
Federal admission tax may be greater. Nothing will operate to pre- 
vent each club in this League from increasing such admission prices 
predicated on anticipated capital improvements. 


(The proper division of the admission receipts for such game or 
games during the Championship season is provided for in Section 
28.03 herein.) 


Section 28.02. SPECIAL TAX. Should there be an additional tax 
other than Federal admission tax on general admission to profes- 
sional baseball games, such levy or tax shall be added to the admis- 
sion for such game or games. 


Section 28.03. DISTRIBUTION OF ADMISSION RECEIPTS— 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON; LEAGUE’S SHARE. For all champion- 
ship games as scheduled by the League to and including any play-off 
tie standing as provided for in Section 13.07 herein, including any pro- 
motional games during the Championship Season (Section 18.07) 
EXCEPT Holiday games, All-Star Game, Texas League Split Season 
Series, Texas League Play-Off Series, Authorized Post Season games: 


Four and one-half cents (4%c) on each paid adult admission shall 
be paid into the League’s Regular Fund Account; and one-half cent 
(%c) on each paid adult admission shall be paid into the League’s 
Special Account, EXCEPT ladies on Ladies’ Nights, (Section 28.06), 
and all complimentary passes. 


(b) VISITING CLUB‘S SHARE. For all championship games as 
scheduled by the League to and including any play-off tie standing as 
provided for in Section 13.07 herein, including any promotional games 
during the championship season (Section 18.06(b)), EXCEPT Holiday 
games, All-Star games, Texas League Split Season Series, Texas League 
Play-Off Series, Authorized Post Season games: 


Twenty Cents, (20c) on each paid adult admission, EXCEPT 
ladies on Ladies’ Night, (Section 28.06), and the complimentary 
passes. 


Ten cents (10c) on all tickets, including bonus tickets, sold before 
opening day and on all season tickets. All such tickets shall carry a 
special designation. This shall not include Open Day when the visiting 
club shall be paid 20c on each paid adult admission. The rule authorizing 
10c to the visiting club on all tickets sold before Opening Day and on 
all season tickets is to be in effect for the period of one year. 


The home club shall pay and account for the League’s share and 
the Visiting Club’s share, and make proper remittance on the day 
of the last game of each series of games according to the provisions 
of Section 7.05, and Section 28.10 herein. 
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Section 28.04. OPENING DAY ATTENDANCE—CALCULATION. 
Attendance for the opening day and/or any other championship game 
for the season, except promotion or sponsored game as provided for 
in Section 18.07 herein, shall be computed on the same basis on which 
the visiting club and the League are paid for their share of said paid 
admissions as provided for in Section 28.03, plus paid Children at 
established price for Children’s admission. 


Section 28.05. PRESIDENT’S CUP-—-ATTENDANCE. (a) The 
Home Club which has the highest paid attendance on the opening 
day of the championship season shall be declared the winner of the 
President’s Cup. 


(b) Such winner shall be declared by the President of this League 
immediately and after each club of this League has had its opening 
day for the championship season. Any other member claiming the 
President’s Cup as the winner may appeal within twenty-four (24) 
hours from the President’s award to the Board of Directors, who 
shall promptly decide such claim, and their decision shall be final. 


(c) In determining the winner, the President shall consider only 
the official records of this league with respect to attendance record 
ome statements to the League Office as provided for in Section 7.05 

erein. 


(d) The emblem of award shall be a trophy, “President’s Cup,” the 
value not to exceed $160.00, and the inscription thereon shall be left to 
the President or the League Directors. 


Section 28.06. LADIES AND FAMILY NIGHT GAMES. (a) Each 
club shall be permitted to play, during the Championship Season (Open- 
ing Day, Sundays and Holidays excluded), one game during each home 
stay as Ladies Night. Clubs having Ladies Nights must advise the 
League Office which night in the week it has designated as Ladies 
Night, however, in the event the designated night does not fall durin 
the homestand, a different night may be designated by the home rm 
without securing permission of the visiting club. Notice of such game 
shall be given to the visiting club and the League President at least 
forty-eight (48) hours before said game is to be played. 


(b) The home club may use its discretion in admitting ladies free 
or for a reduced price but in no event shall the ladies admission be 
counted as paid admission, nor shall the League or the visiting club 
be paid any amount on the admission. 


(c) In lieu of Ladies Night, a club may have a Family Night but 
cannot have both during the same homestand. On a Family Night a 
club may admit ladies free or at a reduced price and children under 16 
shall be admitted free, however, the ladies and childrens admissions 
shall be accompanied by one full adult admission on which regular 
payment shall made to the League and to the Visiting club. In the 
event the home club admits only children free on Family Night and all 
adults are charged full admission, the home club shall pay the League 
and visiting club their regular share on all adult admissions and same 
shall be counted as paid admissions. 
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Section 28.07. MEN’S NIGHT. No Men’s Night, corresponding to 


that of Ladies’ Night, shall be permitted during the championship 
season. 


Section 28.08. HOLIDAY GAMES; POOLED RECEIPTS. The 
entire receipts, including the full price for box and reserved seats, 
for the holiday games (July 4th and Labor Day) or for the holiday 
doubleheader replacing July 4th should such date fall on Sunday, 
shall be forwarded to the President and distributed among the eight 
clubs equally after the League’s share and/or any other proper deduc- 
tion has been made. Any club failing to send check for its gross re- 
ceipts within forty-eight hours shall automatically incur a penalty 
of 10 per cent of the amount due. 


The location of games to be played on July 4th and Labor Day 
shall be alternated between the four clubs in each section each year, 
or as adopted by the Texas League official schedule. 


After having deducted the League share as provided for in Section 
7.01(b) herein, the League President is authorized to make such deduc- 
tion from the club’s net receipts as provided for in Section 29.05. 


Gross admission receipts shall mean to include and cover the gross 
value on all tickets sold and redeemed at the park as admission to 
such Holiday games as general admission, grandstand, pavillion, 
bleachers, box seats, admission to season box seats and reserved seats 
or to any other section of the park not specifically named herein. 


Section 28.09. PASSES: TO VISITING CLUB, ETC. (a) The home 
club shall issue general admission passes for the players of the visit- 
ing club upon their arrival, not to exceed twenty (20) such passes 
for each game. The League office shall furnish to the clubs prior to 
the opening of the season a printed “requisition slip” to be used by 
the representative cf the visiting club in making its pass requests of 
the home club. No player shall be aliowed to issue passes. No visiting 
club shall make a request for passes for any date in excess of the 
limit set out herein. All passes shall be subject to the existing admis- 
sion taxes and/or service charges. Copy of this rule shall be posted 
in all club houses. Penalty for violation shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00) 
for each offense. 

(b) No passes shall be issued on Opening Day and Holidays, except 
those issued to the press. 

(c) Clubs are allowed to issue a limited number of “free passes” 
to their home games, subject only to existing and applicable Federal 
and/or State Admission Taxes. Such passes are to be listed on daily 
Attendance & Settlement report to the League and Visiting Club. 

(d) PASSES: TEXAS LEAGUE. The President of the Texas 
League is empowered to issue at his discretion, annual passes grant- 
ing to recipients the courtesy of all Texas League parks, which passes 
shall be subject to rules and regulations of the club where such passes 
are presented. The issuance of annual passes to the Legislative and 
State Officials is mandatory. All persons holding passes shall enter 
through a turnstile so furnished by the home club. Only park em- 
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ployees, players, officials of contesting clubs, scorers, umpires, officials 
of this League, National Association passes, police and other public 
officials having duties connected with the game, employees of the 
home club, and newspaper reporters shall be permitted to go around 
the pass turnstile and without charge. 


Section 28.10. TURNSTILES. (a) The home club shall provide 
sufficient turnstiles for each entrance, except emergency gates, ade- 
quately to serve the public. Each turnstile must be numbered one 
and up and set at zero at the beginning of each season. The visiting 
club shall be furnished for each game of each series a registering 
turnstile slip for each turnstile. This recording turnstile slip must 
show the date, A.M. or P.M., name of visiting club, stile number, 
location of turnstile, game number and name of gateman, together 
with the opening and closing numbers with the net number of per- 
sons entered through such turnstile, or turnstiles, (suggested form: 
H. V. Bright Turnstile Co., 4625 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, IIl.). 
It is mandatory that each visiting club representative verify such 
ae of turnstiles actually to carry out the intent and purpose of 
this rule. 


(b) Should there be any doubt or question on the part of the 
visiting club representative as to the total number of paid admis- 
sions to any game or games, the home club shall on request surrender 
to the visiting club representative the ticket sellers’ reports, the ticket 
takers’ turnstile reports and allow the visiting club representative 
actually to verify the commencing and closing numbers of all tickets 
sold to and including the cashier’s summary cash report of each game 
or games. Ticket stubs must not be destroyed until and after each 
series or unless permitted by the visiting club representative. 


(c) The turnstiles shall not be read and closed before the fifth (5th) 
inning of the game. The visiting club representative shall take or 
verify the commencing and closing numbers of each turnstile in 
sufficient time as not to hinder the public. 


The home club representative, after each series, shall forward 
the turnstile slips along with the home club attendance report, to the 
office of the Texas League, as provided for in Section 7.05. 


Section 28.11. PARK ENTRANCES. (a) No club shall be allowed 
to have more than four entrances to its grounds, except on Holidays 
or in case of overflow crowds when it may have five. If the occasion 
requires, emergency gates may be opened by and with the consent 
of the visiting club representative. 


(b) TURNSTILE; PASSES. The home club shall provide a 
separate entrance or space and a turnstile for the recording of all 
League and club’s complimentary or season passes. The provisions 
of Section 7.05 provide for the proper recording and reporting of such 
attendance but such attendance shall not count as paid attendance as 
provided for in Section 28.04 herein. 


_ Section 28.12. RAIN CHECKS. Each admission ticket to cham- 
pionship games of this League shall have attached thereto a rain 
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check. Such rain checks shall be exchangeable for an admission only 
in the event that four and a half innings of any game shall not have 
been played, or in the event any game shall have been terminated 
by the umpire under the provisions of Rule 4.10(d) of the Official 
Baseball Rules before it has become a regulation game, and rain 
checks shall so indicate, in which event the visiting club and League 
shall not be entitled to share in the receipts. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-NINE 
MISCELLANEOUS RULES 


Section 29.01. PLAYER’S MEAL ALLOWANCE. Each club while 
on the road, shall provide adequate meals and hotel accommodations 
for its players. Per diem meal money shall be $4 per player regular, 
or $5 per player when necessary to take meal on train. A penalty of 


$25.00 shall be assessed against any club for exceeding such allow- 
ance, 


Section 29.02. PLAYER’S PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION. When 
the club furnishes the players means of transportation, players will 
not be reimbursed for any private conveyance furnished by them. 


Section 29.03. MOST VALUABLE PLAYER AWARD. The player 
designated the “Player of the Year” and the pitcher designated the 
“Pitcher of the Year” in following whatever method of selection is 
set up by the clubs shall be tendered suitable awards and scrolls in 
recognition of the distinction, to be paid for by the League. In addition 
the Texas League Sportswriters Association will select an All-Star 
Team, Manager of the Year and Rookie of the Year. Decision is to be 


rendered by September Ist and the awards made not later than Labor 
Day. 


Section 29.04. BATTING CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY. The 
individual batting champion shall be the player with the highest bat- 
ting average, providing he is credited with as many or more times at 
bat, as the number of games scheduled for each club in the League 
during the season, multiplied by 2.6. 


Section 29.05. PRORATION OF TRANSPORTATION AMONG 
CLUBS. Should the official adopted playing schedule for any cham- 
pionship season cause an unequal traveling mileage among the club 
members, the League President shall make an adjustment based on 
actual mileage among all of its members, Such adjustment shall be 
made on the basis of a per mile cost, to be approved by the Directors 
annually. The money adjustment shall be made from Labor Day game 
of pooled receipts as provided for in Section 28.08, herein. 


After the division of receipts is determined and it is found a club, 
or clubs, net share does not equal the adjustment as provided herein 
then such club or clubs shall remit immediately to the League 
Treasurer the amount of such deficiency. 
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Section 29.06. FRATERNIZING BY PLAYERS. No player, after 
having entered upon the playing field for ae in a cham- 
pionship game, shall visit or co-mingle with players of the visiting 
club at its bench or dugout. For such violation, a penalty of Five 
Dollars ($5.00) shall be assessed against such player but only after 
ae been first warned by the umpire of an impending fine for such 
violation. 


Section 29.07. BATTING TOWARD STANDS. A player batting a 
ball toward the stands during practice or in “pepper games” will be 
fined five dollars ($5.00), if he continues after being warned by the 
umpire. 


Section 29.08. NUMBERING OF UNIFORMS (a). All clubs are 
required to number the pore uniforms with not less than 5-inch 
numerals on the back of each unifom. The series of numbers shall 
not run higher than number thirty. Each club shall mail or wire 
ahead of its schedule the uniform number and probable batting order 
for use of the home club in the official score card. Each club failing 
to number its players’ uniforms shall be fined $100. 

APPEARING ON FIELD IN “WRONG” UNIFORM (b). Should 
a player of either team appear on the playing field during infield 
practice or for the start of the game in a uniform bearing a number 
other than the one submitted by his club for scorecard information, 
the club shall be subject to an automatic fine of Ten Dollars ($10.00). 


Section 29.09. EMERGENCY PITCHER. No club shall be allowed 
to use as a pitcher any player other than a pitcher unless and until 
such player’s name has been certified to the League office as eligible 
to pitch for such club. No club may certify more than one player on its 
roster as a pitcher, except pitchers. The clubs of the League and the 
umpires shall be furnished with this information as and when the 
League office is notified. The penalty for violation shall be forfeiture 
of the game in which the offense is committed. 


Section 29.10. INTOXICATION. Any player, manager, or club, 
or League employee, umpire, or official, we cag 2 conducting him- 
self in public, by intoxication, fighting, gambling, indecency, or other 
disreputable or criminal conduct, whether on or off the field, preju- 
dicial to the good repute or welfare of professional baseball or of 
this League, may be fined and/or suspended or declared ineligible, 
as the President of the League or Board of Directors may deem 
proper. 


Section 29.11. FREQUENTING OF BETTING PLACES. Any 
player or umpire who knowingly enters or frequents a place where 
wagers or books are habitually made, or which is recognized as a 
rendezvous of those who make wagers or books on athletic events 
shall be fined twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the first offense and 
fifty dollars ($50.00) for the second offense and subjected to such 
disciplinary measures as the President shall direct. 


Section 29.12. RADIO AND TELEVISION RIGHTS. Each club of 
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the League is hereby permitted to broadcast and telecast its regular 
season home games and is also permitted to broadcast its home Play- 
Off games without securing permission of the visiting club. As to the 
broadcast of road games, there is a reciprocal agreement for 1956, 
Each city may broadcast its road games, including Play-Off games, 
either “live” or by wire report, from the home park of any other city 
in the League. There is also a reciprocal agreement for 1956 covering 
the telecast of road games. Each city may telecast its road games, 
including Play-Off games, from the home park of any other city in the 
League so long as the telecast is on a closed circuit and cannot be seen 
in the city of the home club. This agreement does not apply between 
the Dallas and Fort Worth Clubs and the San Antonio and Austin Clubs. 
Any road telecast by the Dallas Club must be first approved by the 
Fort Worth Club if the Fort Worth Club is to play at home on that 
quia and vice versa, and the same holds true between San Antonio and 
ustin. 


Section 29.13. Clubs must make a break after the fifth inning of 
each championship game and “rake” the infield except that the infield 
shall not be raked on a time limit game.” 


Section 29.14. HEIGHT OF FENCES. The minimum height of the 
outfield fences in Texas League parks shall be twelve feet (12’) and 
the fences shall be constructed of solid material with a flat surface, 
thus eliminating any fences made of wire. If the home club desires to 
move in its fences, the new fence must be as high as it was before it was 
moved, and definitely not less than twelve feet (12’) in height and the 
new fence must be constructed of solid material with a flat surface. 
This rule applies only to permanent or temporary fences constructed 

ter effective date of this rule, October 10, 1955. 


Section 29.15. PLAYING OF MUSIC. No disturbing music shall be 
played during the progress of a game that would disturb the visiting 
club or help start a rally for the home team. The home club shall 
enforce the rule. 


Section 29.16. LIFE-TIME PASSES. Life-time passes may be 
awarded to Texas League officials, players and umpires who have 
been active not less than five (5) full seasons in the Texas League. 
Said passes shall not be issued until proposed recipient is no longer 
associated with Baseball. 
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... for the UMPIRE and the MANAGER 
GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR ALL GAMES... 


PASSES TO VISITING CLUB 


The home club shall issue general admission passes for the players 
of the visiting club upon their arrival, not to exceed twenty 
(20) such passes for each game. The League office shall furnish to 
the clubs prior to the opening of the season a printed “requisition 
slip” to be used by the representative of the visiting club in making 
its pass requests of the home club. No player shall be allowed to 
issue passes. No visiting club shall make a request for passes for any 
date in excess of the limit set out herein. All passes shall be subject 
to the existing admission taxes and/or service charges. Copy of this 
rule shall be posted in all club houses. Penalty for violation shall be 
Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each offense. 


TIME LIMITS 


The clubs have listed with the League the dates in their schedule 
which require time-limits and the “hour” of those time-limit games. 
This information has been furnished each club and the umpires and 
managers. The purpose is to eliminate all time-limit contests not 
absolutely necessary, in the hope that the evils attending such games 
may be avoided. 


TURNING ON LIGHTS 


A day game may be finished under the lights. Each club shall notify 
the President of the League prior to opening day, if lights will be 
turned on to complete scheduled day games, 


A game scheduled as a night game may be started at any time 
desired by the home club, even before darkness, and the lights may 
be turned on when deemed advisable by the umpire and the game 
finished under the lights. The umpire shall be the sole judge as to 
when the lights shall be turned on. 


Clubs may play twilight doubleheaders provided proper notice is 
given the visiting club and the League. The home club is permitted 
to set the starting time for such doubleheaders. Lights may be turned 
on when deemed advisable by the umpire and the game finished under 
the lights; provided further that the umpire shall be the sole judge 
as to when the lights shall be turned on. The first game of all double- 
headers starting in the daytime shall be nine innings and in double- 
headers starting at 5:30 P.M. or later, the first game shall be seven 
innings and the second game nine innings. 


I 
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FAILURE OF LIGHTS 


If the lights fail during the progress of an inning and in the 
execution of any play therein, the umpire is the sole judge as to the 
manner, how and where the play is to be resumed. 


If failure can not be readily corrected, and the lights can not be 
turned on again after a delay of 30 minutes from the time play was 
suspended the umpire shall rule either a regulation game according 
to the rules or “no game” as the case may be; however, if there 
appears to be some chance that the light failure can be corrected even 
after the first 30 minutes the umpire may suspend play for an addi- 
tional reasonable time, not more than 30 minutes. 


PROTESTS 


A game may be “protested” ONLY when a manager claims that 
an umpire’s decision is in violation of the official playing rules or 
some league rule. No protests are ever permitted on judgment de- 
cisions by the umpire. League rules provide that no protest will be 
entertained by the President UNLESS the Manager or Captain pro- 
tests AT THE TIME THE PLAY OCCURS, to give the umpire an 
opportunity to reverse a decision in error without affecting the game. 
A protest will not be considered by the League President if made 
LATER—after another “pitch or play”. Nor will a protest be enter- 
tained by the League President UNLESS it is FILED in the League 
office BY NOON of the day following the date on which the “pro- 
tested game” was scheduled. 


Should a team refuse to continue and play the game to comple- 
tion, the manager responsible for his team’s refusal to play shall be 
subject to a fine by the League and suspension (See Rule 4.14, Official 
Playing Rules). 


CLUB HOUSE REQUIREMENTS 


Each home club shall furnish the visiting club with twenty full 
sized bath towels each day. 


Each member shall provide at its park a suitable dressing room 
for the umpires, with conveniences in keeping with those provided the 
home and visiting players. 


POLICE PROTECTION 


The home club must furnish police protection to the umpires and 
the visiting players. Failure to furnish such protection, $50 fine for 
first offense and $100 for each subsequent offense. 


The home team shall provide police protection sufficient to pre- 
serve order. If a person, or persons, enter the playing field during a 
game and interfere in any way with the play, the visiting team may 
refuse to play until the field is cleared. If the field is not cleared in 
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a reasonable length of time, which shall in no case be less than 
fifteen minutes after the visiting team’s refusal to play, the umpire 
may forfeit the game to the visiting team. (Ref. Rule 3.20, Official 
Playing Rules). 


FOUL LINES 


All foul lines shall be chalked from the home plate to the foul 
line on the fence, where a flag or other distinct marker must be 
attached. 


PROTECTING GROUNDS 


The home club shall use every facility in its possession to protect 
the grounds from rain under penalty of $500 fine for each failure 
to do so. 


DRYING BALL, RESIN BAG, DISFIGURED BALLS 


No player shall be permitted to dry the ball in any manner ex- 
cept by removing his glove and using his bare hand, except that in 
wet weather the ball may be dried by a cloth or towel on the home 
players’ bench under the supervision of the umpire. 


No player shall be permitted to use resin in drying the balll, nor 
shall he have in his possession a bag of resin or other foreign sub- 
stance for such purpose. (Prior to the game, however, the umpire 
shall place a bag of resin just back of the box and the pitcher may 
dry his hands by use of the same). 

The pitcher shall not be allowed to apply a foreign substance of 
any kind to the ball; expectorate either on the ball or his glove; rub 
the ball on his glove, person or clothing; deface the ball in any 
manner; or to deliver what is called the “shine” ball, “spit” ball, 
oe ball or “emery” ball. (Ref. Rule 8:02(a), Official Playing 

ules. 


When a pitcher warming up in the “bull pen” has been designated 
to the umpire as a relief pitcher, at the call of the umpire he must 
take his position on the rubber promptly. If he responds immediately 
and there is reason to believe he has not had sufficient notice to get 
properly warmed up, the umpire will permit him to complete his 
warm-up on the rubber before he is compelled to pitch. 


RULES TO SPEED UP PLAY 


When it is necessary to place another ball in play the umpire may 
throw the ball directly to the pitcher, if the catcher does not do this 
and instead throws the “alternate” ball to an infielder. 


If the pitcher is a batsman when the side is retired he shall go 
directly to the pitching mound. 

If the pitcher is a base runner when the final out of the inning 
is made, he shall go directly to the pitching mound and in no event 
return to the bench for any ordinary reason. 

The pitcher, like any other player in the line up, shall also take 
his position in the batter’s circle whenever he is the next batsman. 


Til 
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A manager shall not confer with the pitcher more than once an 
inning, unless the second time is actually to remove the pitcher from 
the game, If the pitcher is allowed to remain in the game after the 
second conference in one inning, the manager shall forthwith remove 
himself from the game. 


At the close of each half inning, the players shall run or trot to 
and from their respective positions. 


MISCELLANEOUS RULES 


A playing manager may remove himself from the game as a 
player, and return to the coaching lines as a coach at any time during 
the game. 


Any player or manager who is found guilty of stalling or of 
turning any game into a farce shall be subject to a fine of $100. 


During the progress of a game, all players must remain on their 
own bench, except when properly at bat, in the field, or at practice 
under the instructions of the manager. 


Players leaving their positions to dispute with the umpire in viola- 
tion of League rules (Ref. 22.11, 22.12 and 22.13) are subject to fine 
and/or ejection, 


No player, after having entered upon the playing field for par- 
ticipation in a championship game, shall visit or co-mingle with a 
player or players of the visiting club at its bench or dugout, subject 
to penalty. 


A player batting a ball toward the stands during practice or in 
“pepper” games will be fined $5, if he continues after being warned. 


No club shall be allowed to use as a pitcher any player other than 
a pitcher, UNLESS and until such player’s name has been certified 
to the League office as eligible to pitch for such club. No club may 
certify more than one player on its roster as a pitcher, except pitchers. 
The penalty for violation shall be FORFEITURE of the game in 
which the offense is committed. 


Should a player of either team appear on the playing field during 
infield practice or for the start of the game in a uniform bearing a 
number other than the one submitted by his club for scorecard in- 
formation, the club shall be subject to an automatic fine of $10. 
(Second games of doubleheaders are excepted). 
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AMENDMENTS AND CORRECTIONS — 1953 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
THREE | LEAGUE 


The following provisions, having been acted upon properly by 
the Directors of the Three I League or by the Directors of the mem- 
ber clubs involved, as the case may be, do hereby become a part of 
the previously published Constitution and By-Laws of the Three I 
League as officially adopted and ordered at a Special Meeting of the 
League Directors in Chicago on February 16 and 17, 1952. 


CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE EIGHT, Section 2 (b) amended to read as follows: 


If a player, manager, umpire, official, or other person subject 
to the jurisdiction of this League, be in default more than five (5) 
days in payment of any such obligations found to be due, or of any 
fine or award, he shall be suspended until the amount due shall 
have been paid. 


BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE THREE, Section 1, amended by the addition of the 
following sentence: 


However, should conditions warrant any deviations from the 
last-mentioned provision, such exceptions shall be permitted by an 
addition to the League Rules, and shall be effective on a year-to-year 
basis as adopted; it being assured that any such variation must 
schedule an equal TOTAL number of games for all clubs; and an 
equal number of games in each city between any two clubs covered 
by such an arrangement. 


ARTICLE FIVE, Section 1, amended by changing period to 
comma at end of the paragraph and adding the words: ‘‘except as 
hereinafter provided.’’ 


ARTICLE NINE, Section 2, amended to read as follows: 

It shall be the duty of the Official Scorers to render such decisions 
as may be required by his responsibilities; and within forty-eight 
(48) hours after EACH GAME, to mail, on such forms as provided 
by the League Office or League Statistician, one copy of each offi- 
cial score to the League Statistician, and, if so instructed by the 
League President, one copy (carbon permitted) to the League Office. 


Signatories of both Constitution and By-Laws to be corrected as 
follows: 
Delete reference to Quad Cities Athletic Association, Inc. 


Change name of Keokuk entry to: KEOKUK KERNELS BASE- 
BALL ASSOCIATION; and change name of President to: ROY L. 
KRUEGER. 


Add: GREATER PEORIA BASEBALL CLUB, INC., 


By E. B. Sanders, President 
x * ok 


— HAROLD O. “‘HAL”’ TOTTEN, President. 
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ARTICLE ONE 
NAME 


Section 1. This organization shall be called “The Three I League 
of Professional Baseball Clubs”. 


ARTICLE TWO 
OBJECT 
Section 1. The object of the League shall be: 


(a) To perpetuate Baseball as the National Game of the United 
States, and to surround it with such safeguards as to warrant absolute 
public confidence in its integrity and methods. 


(b) To protect and promote the mutual interests of professional 
baseball clubs and professional baseball players. 


(c) To establish and regulate the annual baseball championships 
of this League. 


ARTICLE THREE 
MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. The Three I League shall, from year to year, retain its 
membership in the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues and on or before September Ist of each year, the President 
of the Three I League shall remit to the National Association, a draft 
to cover the fee for membership and protection as required under the 
National Association Agreement. 


Section 2. (a) This League shall be comprised of those members 
which hold franchises to operate Baseball Clubs in it, or those Members 
which, with the approval of the League’s Board of Directors, have 
secured from franchise holders the right to operate Baseball Clubs 
under the franchises in this League. A Membership Certificate, signed 
by the President of the Three I League, shall be issued to each Member 
operating a Baseball Club in this League, said Membership Certificate 
to be not transferrable; to be retained by the operating Baseball Club 
as long as it is a member of the League; and to be surrendered to the 
League in the event such franchise holder or operating member shall, 
in any of the manners hereinafter set forth, cease to be a member 
of this League. 


(b) This compact shall remain in effect, as properly amended, 
until such time as it may be dissolved by unanimous vote of the League. 


VACANCY 


Section 3. If a vacancy occurs in the membership of this League, 
during the championship season only, the vacancy may be filled as 
directed, by a majority vote of the Directors of this League. The 
vacancy may be filled by a temporary club operated by this League 
or by such person, corporation or association as this League may 
approve. Such temporary membership shall continue only until the 
next annual meeting and during such temporary operation, the Con- 
stitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League shall apply to such 
temporary club, and such club shall take the standing and percentage 
of the vacant member in any season’s contest and shall play all of its 
—— games except as the Board of Directors might otherwise 
order. 


Section 4. Ifa vacancy is filled by a permanent membership, upon 
admission, the new member shall have the same rights, duties, and 
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obligations of membership, financial and otherwise, as if originally a 
party to this compact. 


ASSIGNMENT OF MEMBERSHIP 


Section 5. Membership in this League may be assigned only upon 
the approval of a majority of the Members of this League (exclusive 
of the assignor member) at an Annual or Special Meeting of the League. 
The Assignee shall upon the undertaking be bound by the Constitution 
and By-Laws and Rules of this League and upon the affirmative vote 
of a majority of the Members of the League (exclusive of the assignor 
member), become a member of the League. 


Section 6. This League may by a majority vote (exclusive of 
assignor member) request in writing all facts and details of the 
proposed sale and, if such request is made, the assignee and assignor 
shall furnish to this League such information requested, before the 
approval of the sale. 


Section 7. Upon the franchise assignment, the assignee member 
shall be liable to this League for all liabilities for which the assignor 
member was liable to this League, and shall take the standing and 
percentage of the assignor member in any season’s contest and shall 
play all scheduled games of the assignor member except as the Board 
of Directors of this League may otherwise order. 


Section 8. If any member of this League shall notify the President 
of this League, in writing, after the close of any season and on or before 
January lst of the following year, that said Member wishes to with- 
draw from the League, or will not or cannot operate its franchise during 
the following season, then it shall be the duty of the President of the 
League to cooperate with such Member in trying to place said franchise 
with other parties in said city, or some other city agreeable to the 
Directors, and if and when said franchise is so placed prior to March 
lst preceding the next current season, the parties taking over the 
franchise from the surrendering Member shall deposit their guarantee 
checks with the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, 
and their proportionate part of any then existing surplus, whereupon 
the President of the League shall return the guarantee check and its 
proportionate part of said surplus of the surrendering club less any 
expense incurred in placing said franchise and any indebtedness 
above named. 


TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP 


Section 9. This League may terminate the Membership of any 
Member for the following causes: 


(a) By the resignation or assignment duly accepted by a majority 
vote of the remaining members in a meeting duly convened and as 
provided by the applicable Sections of this Article III. 


(b) Willful failure to present its team at the time and place fixed, 
and properly equipped, to play any baseball game which this League 
has scheduled or directed to be played, unless due to unavoidable 
accident or other cause beyond the member’s control, or in connection 
with which the member has exercised reasonable care. 


(c) By allowing open betting or pool selling upon its grounds or 
in any building owned or occupied by it. 


(d) By playing any game of ball with a club or team whose 
disqualification or ineligibility notice has been given the club by the 
President or Board of Directors of this League or the National Associa- 
tion. 


(e) By offering, agreeing, conspiring, or attempting to fix the 
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result of any baseball game or failure to immediately expel from its 
team or organization any player, manager, employee or officer who 
shall have been found guilty by a court or by baseball authority having 
jurisdiction over such offense, of offering, agreeing, conspiring or at- 
tempting to fix the result of any baseball game, or found to have been 
interested in or connected with the placing of a bet upon a baseball 
game in respect to which he has any duty to perform. 


(f) By the disbandment of any club of its Organization or team 
during the Championship Season unless such disbandment is sanctioned 
by the majority of the Members of the League, because of circumstances 
beyond the control of the disbanding Club. 


(g) By willful violation of the Constitution or By-Laws or Rules 
of this League or to any agreement to which this League may then be 
a party. 


(h) By a majority vote of the Members of the League that for 
business reasons and the best intérest of the League such Membership 
shall no longer be desirable. 


(i) By the failure or refusal of any Member to fulfill its contractual 
obligations. 


(j) By carrying into Civil Courts any controversy, litigation, 
or other matter that may arise within the League; or that may arise 
because of the action of some Member or Officer of the League; or that 
may stem from internal affairs of the League. In any such case, such 
Member or Members, by having accepted and signed the Constitution 
and By-Laws of this League, and/or accepted the benefits, protection, 
and privileges thereof, thereby consent(s) and agree(s) that all such 
rights, benefits and privileges shall be automatically and immediately 
terminated by such legal action; and any expenses incurred by the 
League because of, or in connection with, such action on the part of 
the Member or Members shall be deducted from any portion of the 
funds in the hands of the League Officers to which said Member or 
Members hold claim. 


Section 10. (a) The transfer of any major or controlling interest 
in a club or a franchise will be allowed only when approved by a 
majority vote of the Members of the League. 


(b) The removal of any Franchise from one city to another may 
take place only with the approval of a majority of the Board of Direct- 
ors. In case of any such contemplated removal, the Member involved 
must notify the President of the League in writing. The President 
then shall call a special meeting of the Board of Directors at the 
earliest possible date to consider and vote on the transfer. 


(c) However, in any case where such transfer may be necessary 
for the continued normal operation of the League, the President and 
Board of Directors shall proceed immediately according to the provisions 
of Section 12 of this Article. 


Section 11. In the event that any Member Club shall be expelled 
from, or forfeit its membership in, this League during the championship 
season, it shall lose all rights and interests it may have to any and all 
funds in the control of the League Officers, including any Reserve Fund, 
and the President of the League is then authorized to use said money 
or monies as may be necessary in filling the vacancy created by such 
forfeiture or expulsion, and to carry on the operation of the forfeiting 
or expelled Club until that Club has been replaced; and in case such 
funds are not sufficient to carry on the operation and to fill the vacancy, 
the President is authorized to assess all the remaining Members in equal 
amounts to provide the necessary additional funds. 
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Section 12. In the event of any vacancy, assignment of Membership, 
termination of membership, forfeiture of membership, expulsion, or 
other change in League Membership, the procedure shall be as follows: 


(a) The President shall take such immediate steps as are necessary 
to insure the continued operation of the League, and shall continue 
to have full authority to carry on as he sees fit until such time as the 
Board of Directors directs otherwise. 


(b) The President and remaining members of the Board of Direct- 
ors shall assemble as quickly as possible all the available facts in the 
case, said facts to be placed promptly in the hands of the President. 


(c) At the earliest practical date thereafter, the President shall 
call a meeting of the Board of Directors to consider all available facts 
in the matter. 


(d) The Board of Directors, exclusive of any who may be con- 
cerned in the case(s), then will take such action as it sees fit. The 
decision must be by a majority vote of the remaining Directors, and 
such finding shall be final and conclusive. 


ARTICLE FOUR 
MEETINGS 


ANNUAL MEETING 


Section 1. The Annual Meeting of this League shall be held during 
the month of November of each year preceding the National Association 
Meeting, or at the time of the National Association Meeting. The 
designated place of the meeting shall be at the discretion of the Presi- 
dent of the League. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS 

Section 2. Special Meetings of this League may be called by the 
President of the League or Board of Directors whenever deemed ad- 
visable and shall be called upon the written request of Five (5) 
Members of the League, such call to state the names of the Members 
requesting the meeting and the Business to be transacted. 


NOTICES AND REPRESENTATION 

Section 3. Notice of all meetings of the League shall be given to 
each Member by mail or telegraph at least ten (10) days before such 
meetings. Such notice shall briefly state the time, place and purpose 
of the meeting. 


Section 4. At all Meetings of the League, each Member Club shall 
be entitled to one or more representatives at the Meeting, one of whom 
shall be the League Director or his duly qualified substitute, or author- 


ized representative. No club player shall be permitted to attend any 
meeting of this League. 


Section 5. A member may be represented at any meeting of this 
League by proxy given to another member of this League, if a certifi- 
cate of appointment of such proxy signed by an officer of such member 
shall be filed with the President of this League before or when the 
meeting shall be called to order. 


QUORUM 


Section 6. A representation of a majority of clubs holding mem- 
bership in this League shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business at any meeting of the League. 


Section 7. The League may, upon a majority vote of its member- 
ship, elect to go into executive session for the transaction of its business. 
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VOTING POWER 


Section 8. Each member, regardless of how many representatives 
it may have at any meeting of this League, shall have only one (1) 
vote. Upon demand of any member, the vote upon any question before 
the meeting shall be by written ballot. 


VOTE BY MAIL AND/OR TELEGRAPH 


Section 9. The President may conduct a poll of the membership 
by mail and/or telegraph on any matter of league business under the 
following conditions: 


(a) To expedite emergency matters in which time is of the essence 
and a decision is necessary at the earliest possible moment. 


(b) To conserve time or to avoid unnecessary expense or incon- 
venience to League members. 


(c) At the request of, or under instructions from, at least one-half 
of the League members. 


(d) At the request of, or under instructions from, the President 
ef the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 


(e) In any case of national emergency. 


(f) Unless otherwise specified by a majority of the members, such 
vote must result in an unanimous decision to carry; otherwise a major- 
ity vote of the members shall prevail; except that: 


(g) Under the provisions of this section, any amendment to this 
constitution; and/or any matter affecting membership or holding of a 
franchise in the League; and/or any action affecting the official status 
of a League officer must be decided by an unanimous ballot. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


Section 10. The following shall be the order of business at the 
meetings of this League, unless suspended by majority vote of the 
members represented: 

1. Call to order. 
Presentation and filing of proxies. 


a 
3. Reading of minutes of preceding meetings and action 
thereon. 


ha 


Reports of the Directors, Officers and Committees and 
action thereon. 


Election of new members and directors. 


Amendment of constitution, by-laws and rules. 
Election of officers. 


Unfinished business. 


POnag 


New business. 
10. Adjournment. 


REGULATION 


Section 11. Except as the League may otherwise order, no person 
other than the President of this League shall give out any information 
regarding matters considered or transacted at meetings of this League, 
or any business of the League, not exclusively the concern of the per- 
son or Club giving such information. 
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ARTICLE FIVE 
DIRECTORS 


Section 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of the President 
of each member of this League and the League President shall be Ex- 
officio Chairman of the Board. 


Section 2. However, any Member Club may designate as its League 
Director another Club Official, but such designated official must be 
an elected officer, director, stockholder or business manager of said 
club, and if he should cease to possess the necessary qualifications at 
any time, the directorship shall terminate immediately and automatic- 
ally, and the President of the Club shall, without formal action, become 
the League Director unless or until another qualified dirctor shall be 
designated by the Member Club. 


Section 3. If a vacancy results from the withdrawal of a member 
or forfeiture of franchise, the Board of Directors may permit such 
vacancy to continue, or by a majority vote fill the vacancy, until such 
time as another club shall become a member of this Lague, and shall 
have designated a person qualified to hold such office. If a vacancy is 
filled by the Board of Directors, the person so selected to fill the vacan- 
cy created by forfeiture or withdrawal need not be an official or stock- 
holder of the affected club. 


Section 4. (a) The Board of Directors shall have general super- 
vision, regulation and management of all affairs and business of this 
League and shall have all other duties and powers conferred, expressed 
or implied, by the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, or 


necessary for their enforcement or for the proper conduct of this 
League. 


(b) The Board of Directors, and the President of the League as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, shall have power to investigate 
upon their own initiative, or upon complaint any matter, situation or 
condition, act, transaction or practice charged, alleged or suspected to 
be detrimental to the best interests of baseball and/or of this League, 
and in connection therewith to take such preventive, remedial and 
punitive action as the Board may deem to be warranted. 


ARTICLE SIX 
OFFICERS 


Section 1. The Officers of this League shall be a President and Vice- 
President, who shall be elected at the Annual Meetings of this League 
as and when their terms of office expire. They shall be elected for such 
terms, and shall receive such salaries, as this League shall by a major- 
ity vote of the membership determine. The office of the President, Sec- 
retary, and Treasurer, or Vice-President and Secretary, or Secretary- 
Treasurer, may be held by the same person. The Board of Directors 
may appoint such other Officers as the Board may deem advisable, 
and they shall have the powers and duties, and shall receive such com- 
pensation for their services, as the Board may prescribe. 


VACANCY 


Section 2. If the office of President, Vice-President, Secretary, or 
Treasurer, or any combination thereof, shall become vacant at any 
time, the Board of Directors shall elect a qualified person or persons to 
fill any such vacancy until the next annual meeting, or until his suc- 
cessor is elected and qualified, or may call a special meeting: of this 


League to elect such officer or officers for such term as the League may 
fix. 
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DUTIES OF OFFICERS 


Section 3. (a) The President shall preside at all meetings of the 
Board of Directors and of this League, and shall be ex-officio Chairman 
of the Board, and shall also be ex-officio member and chairman of al! 
committees, unless otherwise expressly stated in the resolution or 
action constituting the committee; but shall have a vote only in case 
of a tie or to constitute a quorum. He shall be this League’s representa- 
tive at all meetings of the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues and at all other meetings and hearings at which this League 
may be entitled to representation. If he is unable to attend any such 
meeting or hearing, this League or Board of Directors shall designate 
some other person as its representative, who shall be an official of some 
member of this League, preferably a club president or director. Subject 
to the Board of Directors, the President shall have general supervision 
of the affairs and business of this League, the protection of its interests, 
the enforcement of the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, 
including the playing rules. He shall have such other powers and 
duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League, the official 
playing rules, and the Board of Directors may prescribe. 


(b) The Vice-President, in the absence or inability of the Presi- 
dent, shall have the duties and powers of the President, except that in 
the event of vacancy in that office he shall act temporarily until the 
vacancy be filled as herein before provided. He shall also have such 
other powers and duties as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, or the 
Board of Directors, may prescribe. 


(c) The Secretary shall have the usual duties of a Secretary, shall 
have custody and care of all official records and papers of this League; 
shall issue all official notices except as the Constitution, By-Laws and 
Rules, or the Board of Directors, may otherwise provide; shall keep 
true and complete records of all meetings of this League; shall keep 
this League’s records with regard to clubs, players, umpires and scor- 
ers, and the playing of games scheduled by this League; and shall have 
such other duties and powers as the Constiution, By-Laws and Rules, 
and the Board of Directors, may prescribe. The Secretary shall keep the 
true and complete record of all meetings of this League in a minute 
book provided for that purpose and shall mail to each member within 
Five (5) days after each meeting, a copy of the minutes of that meeting. 


(d) The Treasurer shall have the usual duties of a Treasurer; shall 
receive all dues, fees, fines and assessments, payments and other funds 
and revenues of this League; shall have custody of all securities of this 
League; shall sign such checks and negotiable paper of this League 
and make such payments as the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules, or 
the Board of Directors may authorize; shall keep full, true and accurate 
records and accounts of all receipts for payments made to this League; 
and shall have and perform all such other duties as the Constitution, 
By-Laws and Rules, or the Board of Directors may prescribe. 


RECORDS AND BOND 


Section 4. Annually, and whenever required by the League or by 
the Board of Directors, each officer shall render full and true account 
of the affairs and business of this League, and all records, accounts and 
property in his custody and control; and immediately upon the expira- 
tion of his term of office, each officer shall fully account for and deliver 
to such person as the League may order, all records, papers and securi- 
ties and property of this League in his custody or for which he is re- 
sponsible. 


Section 5. Officers and employees of this League, if and when 
required by the League, shall give bond for the faithful discharge 
of their duties and obligations to this League, in such forms, for such 








1134 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


amount and with such surety, as the League may order. The premiums 
on such bonds shall be paid by this League. 


ARTICLE SEVEN 
LEAGUE FUNDS 


REGULAR DUES 


Section 1. At each Annual Meeting the amount of dues shall be 
fixed for the ensuing season, said amount to be paid by each club into 
the Treasury of the Three I League by monthly payments. There shall 
be a time set for the payment of the first monthly installment, which 
shall be at least two weeks before the opening of the official playing 
schedule for that year. 


Section 2. The aforesaid funds and all other income and revenue 
of this League, however derived, shall be deposited in the name of this 
League, in such bank or banks as this League may order, and shall be 
withdrawable only as the League may order. 


LEAGUE OFFICES 


Section 3. The President is authorized to establish and maintain 
offices for the conduct of the affairs and business of this League, subject 
to the approval of the membership, and to hire, discharge and fix the 
compensation of all necessary employees of the League, subject also to 
the aforementioned approval. The President-Treasurer shall pay and 
discharge out of League funds all expenses and liabilities incurred in 
the conduct of the business and affairs of this League. Salaries of the 
umpires shall be fixed by the President without approval of the League, 
oo said salaries to remain within the limits as authorized by the 

eague. 


REPORTS 


Section 4. The President-Treasurer shall submit to all members 
of the League statements of the true financial condition of the League. 
The books, accounts, and records of this League shall be audited each 
year and copies of the report mailed to each member upon completion 
of said report or submitted to the membership not later than the Annual 
Meeting. 


ARTICLE EIGHT 
JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


AUTHORITY AND APPEALS 


Section 1. (a) The Board of Directors shall have final jurisdiction 
within this League, subject only to such right of appeal to other base- 
ball authority as may exist under the National Association Agreement 
to which this League is a party, and/or within the limits of the Major- 
Minor League Agreement, to hear and determine all matter, disputes, 
claims and complaints within the League between members, players. 
managers, officials and employees of this League; between this League 
and a member or a player or manager, employee or official of this 
League, arising under or involving the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules 
of this League or contracts of the League or a member, and generally 
shall adjudicate all issues of law or fact arising out of or involving the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of this League and baseball relations 
and contracts of this League, its members, players and officials. In this 
connection, the Board shall have power to award such damages and 
impose such penalties as the Board may find to be warranted, and on 
appeal or rehearing, to suspend, commute or remit the same. 


it 
re 


— es Oerwonw re oO 


aseeen tt Oo tet ot bet CO ot £2 oh OO OS 


conti satiate, taal 


tO 
ll 
h 
ig 


Le 
1S 
e 


in 
ot 
1e 
0 
id 


le 


Le 


rs 


n 
a] 


a 6 ee 
(aor s 


aox<sannaom™ 


~ Ln 


ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 1135 


(b) On appeal, the Board of Directors may grant a rehearing only 
upon the presentation of absolutely new evidence; otherwise the find- 
ings of the Board shall be final and under no circumstances shall be 
reconsidered, reopened, or inquired into by the League or any subse- 
quent Board. 


(c) As Chairman of the Board of Directors, the President of this 
League shall have authority and jurisdiction to hear and determine 
all matters, disputes, claims and complaints within the jurisdiction 
of the Board, but a party concerned or interested therein may request 
action by the full Board at the outset, and the By-Laws and Rules of 
this League shall provide for a right of the appeal from the President’s 
decision to the Board of Directors. 


AUTHORITY ON DEFAULTS 


Section 2. (a) If a member be in default more than five (5) days 
in payment of any obligations found to be due to the League or any 
member thereof, the Board of Directors is empowered to authorize 
and direct the officers of this League to deduct the amount thereof 
from any monies belonging to such member that may be or come 
into their possession, or if there be no such monies, then any and all 
such members of this League shall, upon notice from the President of 
this League, deduct such amount from any monies belonging to or 
due such defaulting member, and such amount shall be paid to the 
League. or the person, organization or corporation entitled thereto, 
through the President of the League. If any member shall fail to com- 
ply with a notice directing the withholding and payment of any such 
amount from the funds of the defaulting club that may be or come 
within its possession, the member so notified shall be fined the same 
amount as it was directed to withhold and such fine shall be collectible 
in like manner. 


(b) If a player, manager, umpire, official, or other person subject 
to the jurisdiction of this League, be in default more than fifteen (15) 
days in payment of any such obligations found to be due, or of any 
fine or award, he shall be suspended until the amount due shall have 
been paid. 


ARTICLE NINE 
BY-LAWS 


SCOPE OF BY-LAWS 


Section 1. This League shall adopt By-Laws, and Rules, for the 
conduct and administration of its affairs and business; for the regulation 
of contracts and relations between clubs, players, managers, scorers 
and umpires of this League or its members; for the playing of baseball 
games by its members with each other and with other teams; and to 
prohibit and penalize conduct detrimental to baseball or prejudicial 
to the welfare of this League. 


VOTE TO ADOPT, ETC. 


Section 2. The Board of Directors, by a majority vote of the 
members thereof, may adopt, repeal and amend By-Laws and Rules 
of this League, at any meeting of the League duly called. 


CONSISTENT AND EQUAL 


Section 3. The By-Laws and Rules of this League shall be con- 
sistent with law, with the Constitution of this League, and with any 
agreement to which this League is or may be party, and must operate 
equaliv upon all members of this League. 
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ARTICLE TEN 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 


This League is a member of the National Association of Professional] 
Baseball Leagues and party to its National Association Agreement and 
also to the Major-Minor League Agreement and Major-Minor League 
Rules. The Three I League of Professional Baseball Clubs and its 
members have the rights and obligations set forth in said agreements 
and in the rules adopted pursuant thereto, and violation thereof shall be 
considered a violation of this Constitution; and the Board of Directors 
and officers of this League are authorized and directed to take from 
time to time whatever action may be requisite or expedient to main- 
tain, protect, enforce and advance the interests of professional baseball, 
and of this League and its members, under and pursuant to said agree- 
ment. 


ARTICLE ELEVEN 
AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 


This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the 
members of this League at any meeting duly called; provided the 
proposed amendment is specified in the call for such meeting and, at 
any meeting, any of its provisions may be suspended, waived, or made 
non-applicable, temporarily, by unanimous vote. 


ARTICLE TWELVE 
SIGNATURE 


The Members of this League hereby subscribe to this Constitution, 
and jointly and severally, for themselves, their successors and assigns 


and their stockholders, officials, players and employees, pledge and 
agree faithfully to abide by, comply th and perform all! of its 
provisions. 

Signed in agreement this seventeenth day of February, 1952 
Burlington Baseball Association Quad Cities Athletic Ass‘n., Inc. 
Burlington, Iowa Davenport, Iowa 

By: Lee A. Thomas, Pres. By: Walter S. Hayes. Pres 
Cedar Rapids Baseball Club Quincy Baseball Club 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa Quincy, Illinois 
By: Lee B. Winterberg, Pres. By: Montgomery Carrott. Pres. 
Evansville Baseball Club, Inc. Terre Haute Baseball Club, Inc. 
Evansville, Indiana Terre Haute, Indiana 
By: Robt. H. Coleman, Pres. By: Joseph F. Reardon. Pres. 
Keokuk Baseball Association, Inc. Waterloo Baseball Club, Inc. 
Keokuk, Iowa Waterloo, Iowa 


By: Dr. Chas. R. Logan, Pres. By: Charles Comiskey, I, Pres. 
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ARTICLE ONE 
AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS 


These By-Laws of the League are adopted, and may hereafter be 
added to, repealed or amended, pursuant to the Constitution of this 
League. 


ARTICLE TWO 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON AND RULES 


Section 1. The members of this League shall contend annually 
for the championship of this League. 


Section 2. Championship games of this League shall be played 
under the Official Playing Rules in effect pursuant to the Major-Minor 
League Agreement. 


Section 3. The championship season shall extend from such date 
in April to such date in September as the League may determine each 
year. 


ARTICLE THREE 
ANNUAL CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE 


ADOPTION OF SCHEDULE 


Section 1. The President shall prepare, or have prepared, a written 
schedule for the following championship season and submit it to the 
members for consideration at a League meeting. If not adopted by 
majority vote of members, alternate schedules shall be submitted until 
one is adopted. The schedule shall specify the date of each game and 
shall give each member an equal number of games with every other 
member, one-half of which shall be played on the home grounds of 
each member. 


SCHEDULE CHANGES 


Section 2. (a) After the schedule is adopted and prior to the 
start of the season, no date therein shall be changed except as follows: 


1. By written agreement of the two clubs involved when ap- 
proved by the President, who shall notify all remaining clubs of such 
transfer by him. 


2. By consent of three-fourths of the membership. 


(b) After the season has commenced, by written agreement 
of the two clubs involved, and with the approval of the President, the 
schedule adopted may be changed as follows: 


1. A date fixed by the schedule may be changed to an open date 
on the same playing grounds. 


2. A game may be rearranged as part of a double-header. 
3. And as hereinafter provided in respect to drawn, postponed 
or called games. 
ARTICLE FOUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER AND AWARDS 


Section 1. (a) The member which shall have the greatest per- 
centage at the close of the season, based on games won and lost during 
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the regular season, shall be declared the champion club of the League. 


(b) Such declaration shall be made by the President of this League 
immediately upon the close of the season. Any other member claiming 
the championship may appeal within twenty-four (24) hours from the 
President’s declaration to the Board of Directors, which shall promptly 
decide such claim, and its decision shall be final. 


(c) In making the declaration, the President or Board of Directors, 
as the case may be, shall consider only the official records of this 
League with respect to championship games played and the official 
scores thereof, excluding any games which the Constitution, By-Laws 
and Rules or Official Playing Rules provide shall not be counted because 
of violation thereof. 


Section 2. The emblems of the championship shall be a pennant 
and eer provided by the League, which shall be appropriately 
inscribed. 


ARTICLE FIVE 
POSTPONED, TIED OR UNFINISHED GAMES 


Section 1. A postponed, tied, unfinished game, or a game post- 
poned for legal cause, or called before it became a regulation game, 
shall be played on the same grounds. 


Section 2. All postponed, tied or unfinished games remaining un- 
played after all the series between the two members on the home 
club’s ground have ended, shall, if possible, be played at the visiting 
club’s ground on the first possible date within the closing series there 
between the clubs concerned. The club to which the game was 
originally assigned shall retain its status as the home club in the matter 
of playing rules, in the case of any such transfer. 


Section 3. Violation of Section One or Two of this Article shall 
subject the guilty club or clubs to a fine of Three Hundred Dollars 
($300.00) each. 


Section 4. In the event a postponed game is to be played as part 
of a double-header, within the same series, the home club shall notify 
the visiting club on the day preceding the date on which the postponed 
game is to be played. Otherwise, at least 48 hours notice must be 
given the visiting club and the League President, or the visiting club 
may refuse to play the game. 


Section 5. Any dispute between clubs concerning the fixing of 
dates of postponed, tied or unfinished games shall be finally decided 
by the President of the League. 


ARTICLE SIX 
PROTESTED GAMES 


BASIS OF PROTEST 


Section 1. (a) A game may be protested, provided the protest be 
based upon a violation of the Constitution, By-Laws, or Rules of this 
League, or upon an Umpire’s misinterpretation of or failure to comply 
with, apply and enforce the Official Playing Rules. No protest shall be 
considered that involves only the accuracy of an Umpire’s judgment 
of a play or other matter of fact, not a point of Rules. 


RULES FOR FILING PROTEST 


(b) Before the completion of the game or, if the dispute occurs 
on the final play, then immediately thereafter, the protesting club’s 
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manager or captain must give the Umpire in Chief and the manager or 
captain of the opposing club notice of protest, briefly stating the cause 
of protest. When the protest is officially filed with the Umpire in 
Chief, he shall immediately notify the Official Scorer and the spectators. 


PRESIDENT’S DECISION 


(c) Within 24 hours after the completion of the game, the protest- 
ing club, with copy to the opposing club, and the umpire shall mail to 
the President of the League the basis of the protest, submitting all 
evidence and argument they may desire to have considered; the club’s 
protest to be accompanied with a check in the amount of Twenty-Five 
Dollars ($25.00), and if protest is over-ruled, the $25.00 deposit shall 
revert to the League Treasury. The President, within 72 hours after 
receiving all available evidence in the case, shall render a decision 
as to the protest. 


ARTICLE SEVEN 
UMPIRES 


SELECTION 


Section 1. The President of this League shall select a staff of um- 
pires before the opening of each championship season and shall assign 
them to officiate in the games of this League. 


SALARIES 


Section 2. The umpires shall be paid such salaries and such ex- 
penses for traveling as may be mutually agreed upon by the contract 
between them and the League President, which contract shall be in 
such form and within such limits as the Board of Directors may deter- 
mine. 


DUTIES AND CONDUCT 


Section 3. Umpires shall officiate at games to which assigned, shall 
enforce, strictly and impartially, the Official Playing Rules and the 
President’s instructions regarding any rule requiring interpretation; 
shall wear such uniform on the playing field as the President may 
designate; shall comply with such rules and regulations as the Presi- 
dent may establish, and both on and off the playing field, they shall, as 
representatives of this League, conform to the highest standards of 
personal conduct, good citizenship and good sportsmanship. 


COMPETENCY 


Section 4. The President shall endeavor to ascertain the com- 
petency of the umpires by personal observation of their work and by 
reports from the League Directors. Violations by an umpire of the 
Constitution, By-Laws or Rules of this League, of his contract, or of 
the Official Playing Rules, or improper conduct on or off the playing 
field, shall subject him to discharge, fine, suspension or ineligibility, 
as the President may determine. 


DISCHARGE 


Section 5. Umpires shall be subject to discharge at any time by the 
President of the League and he has full power to fill all vacancies arising 
in the umpiring staff. 


SUBSTITUTE UMPIRES, ETC. 


Section 6. (a) In the event an umpire is unable to officiate at a 
game assigned to him, it shall be the duty of the President to provide 
a substitute to umpire said game, and it shall be the duty of each club 
to accept, for any championship game, such umpires or substitutes as 
the President may assign. 
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(b) Umpires shall report for games at least one hour before the 
time set for starting the game, and if prevented or delayed from report- 
ing at least thirty minutes prior to the time scheduled for the com- 
mencement of a game, shall notify the home club as soon as possible. 


(c) If, at the hour appointed for the beginning of the game, a 
League umpire or substitute shall not have appeared, the managers of 
each club shall select one substitute player of the other club to act as 
umpires for that game. In all cases where players act as umpires, they 
shall receive the sum of Five ($5.00) Dollars each, to be paid by the 
League President and deducted from the salary of the umpire at fault, 
if in the opinion of the President such League Umpire was not absent 
due to bona fide reasons. 


ARTICLE EIGHT 
CONDUCT OF PLAYERS, MANAGERS, UMPIRES, ETC. 


Section 1. Any player, manager, or club, or League employee, 
umpire, or official, improperly conducting himself in public, by intoxi- 
cation, fighting, gambling, indecency, or other disreputable or criminal 
conduct, whether on or off the field, prejudicial to the good repute 
or welfare of professional baseball or of this League, may be fined 
and/or suspended or declared ineligible, as the President of the League 
or the Board of Directors may deem proper. 


Section 2. Any player or umpire using profane or obscene language 
in the enclosure after the gates are opened for spectators, may be fined 
or suspended at the discretion of the President. 


Section 3. Any player who has been expelled from the game by the 
umpire for any reason whatsoever, shall leave the immediate vicinity 
of the playing field and shall not enter the grandstand during the play- 
ing of such game until out of uniform. 


Section 4. Any owner, captain or manager of any club who, by his 
orders, caused his team to leave the field during the progress of a 
championship game, shall be fined Two Hundred and Fifty ($250.00) 
Dollars, which fine shall be paid to the President of the League 


ARTICLE NINE 
OFFICIAL SCORERS 


Section 1. The President of the League shall appoint and have 
entire supervision over all official scorers; provided, however, each 
member club shall have the privilege of nominating official scorers 
for its club. 


Section 2. It shall be the duty of such official scorers to mail a 
copy of each official score sheet to the League Statistician, on such forms 
as provided by the League Office or League Statistician, within 
Forty-eight (48) hours after the game is played. 


ARTICLE TEN 


BASEBALLS 


Section 1. All championship games shall be played with the 
official baseball adopted by this League. 
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ARTICLE ELEVEN | 
RULES 


Section 1. At each Annual Meeting of the Three I League, by a 
majority vote of the members thereof, there shall be promulgated 
the rules as pertain to salary limits, player classification and player 
limit, admission prices and daily guarantee to visiting clubs established. 
These and any other Rules thus adopted shall become a part and 
parcel of the Constitution of the Three I League for the year following 
the Annual Meeting of the Three I League. 


Every club member of this League must herewith subscribe to 
this Constitution and By-Laws and by said signing pledges himself, his 
club officials, manager and players to abide by all of its provisions and 
of all legislation pursuant thereto, and of the laws, rules and decisions 
of its President and of the Three I League of Professional Baseball 
Clubs. By said signature all clubs individually and collectively waive 
all right to action in Court or to unwarranted or trivial protest on the 
acts of the League or its duly constituted officials. Every club is to be 
designated by its city’s name regardless of official title, and upon 
the acceptance of this Constitution in writing by the President of 
each club, it is hereby agreed that any other rule or method which may 
have been at any time a part of any previous Constitution of the Three 
I League is hereby abrogated. 


Cedar Rapids Baseball Club Quincy Baseball Club 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa Quincy, Illinois 
By: Lee B. Winterberg, Pres. By: Montgomery Carrott, Pres. 
Quad Cities Athletic Ass‘n., Inc. Terre Haute Baseball Club, Inc. 
Davenport, Iowa Terre Haute, Indiana 
By: Walter S. Hayes, Pres. By: Joseph F. Reardon, Pres. 
Evansville Baseball Club, Inc. Waterloo Baseball Club, Inc. 
Evansville, Indiana Waterloo, Iowa 
By: Robt. H. Coleman, Pres. By: Charles Comiskey II, Pres. 
Keokuk Baseball Association, Inc. Burlington Baseball Association 
Keokuk, Iowa Burlington, Iowa 


By: Dr. Chas. R. Logan, Pres. By: Lee A. Thomas, Pres. 
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RULES OF 


THE THREE | LEAGUE 
OF 


PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS 


*« 
SEASON OF 1957 


«x 


HAROLD O. “HAL’’ TOTTEN, President-Treasurer 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


JAMES J. ‘“‘JIM’’ MEAGHAN, First Vice-President 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
ROY L. KRUEGER, Second Vice-President 
Keokuk, Iowa 


I..M. “BABE”’ TOTTEN, Secretary 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 





RULES OF THE THREE | LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL 
BASEBALL CLUBS FOR THE SEASON OF 1957 


Rule 1. The players of the League shall be allowed $3.50 per 
day for meal expense on the road. 


Rule 2. The official scorers shall be paid by each home 
club at the rate of $6.50 per game. 


Rule 3. For the purpose of providing a prize fund of $4,500.00 
to be distributed to the players of the Clubs finishing in the first 
four positions in the regular season, there will be a two-cent 
admission tax to be charged to each club on each admission 
other than a free admission during the Championship Season, 
said tax to be payable to the League at the close of each home 
stand, with statements of daily attendance for same. In the 
event this tax does not provide a fund of $4,500.00, each Member 
Club is to be assessed a pro-rata share to make up the differ- 
ence. If, however, this tax provides more than $4,500.00, the 
excess is to revert to the League Treasury. The $4,500.00 purse 
is to be distributed as follows: $2,000.00 to the pennant winner; 
$1,250.00 to the Club finishing second; $750.00 to the Club finish- 
ing third; and $500.00 to the Club finishing fourth in the official 
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standings at the end of the regular season. In the event of a tie 
for second, third, and/or fourth positions, the purses of such 
positions will be pooled and divided equally among the Clubs 
involved in any such tie. In case of a tie for first place, the 
Championship Pennant and the first-place purse will be awarded 
to the winner of a single playoff game, the loser to receive the 
second place purse. Any such playoff game will be played on 
a day designated by the League President in the city of one of 
the contesting Clubs, the site to be determined by a toss of a 
coin by the League President. Receipts of tie-breaking games, 
if any, are to be divided equally between the Clubs involved, 
after all taxes and normal expenses have been deducted, in- 
cluding the travel expenses of the visiting Club. 


Rule 4. The League shall carry Workman’s Compensation 
protection on all Umpires and other employees of the League. 


Rule 5. For the season of 1957 the mileage of the Clubs will 
be pooled and payment made at the rate of thirty (30) cents per 
mile. Mileage figures will be determined by the League Presi- 
dent. Payment is to be made to the League no later than seven 
(7) days after notice of the amount due is sent to each club. 


Rule 6. If and when a playing manager removes himself 
from a game, said playing manager may remain on the field 
as a coach. 


Rule 7. Three I League Clubs shall be, and are hereby, pro- 
hibited from placing on their Active List any player, except re- 
instated NDS players, acquired within thirty (30) days of the 
close of the regular season, if said player has played after 
July 1, 1957, in a higher classification than ‘‘B’’. Violation of 
this rule carries a fine of $500.00, and if the offending Club is 
the winner of any game or games in which said ineligible player 
is on its Active List, said game or games shall be declared ‘‘No 
Contest.”’ 


Rule 8. The salary limit of The Three I League for the sea- 
son of 1957 shall be in accord with the National Association’s rule 
governing Class ‘‘B’’ Leagues. 


Rule 9. The Three I League player limit for the season of 
1957 shall conform with the maximum of the player limit estab- 
lished by the National Association for Class ‘‘B’’ Leagues. 


Rule 10. In the event that the first game of a doubleheader 
is scheduled for seven (7) innings and goes nine (9) innings or 
more, the second game shall be a seven (7) inning game, unless 
it is necessary to go into extra innings for a decision. 


Rule 11. The minimum regular admission price for the sea- 
son of 1957 shall be fifty (50) cents, including tax, with ladies 
and children excepted, and these at the option of the Home Club. 


Rule 12. The Three I League waiver rules for the 1957 sea- 
son shall be those in effect by the National Association. 


Rule 13. Any President or other Authorized Official of a 
Three I League Club, upon receipt of a bulletin or amendment 
from the office of the President of the National Association, or 
the office of the League President, upon which a vote is required, 
whose vote fails to reach the office of the League President with- 
in three (3) days of receipt of same from the National Associa- 
tion or the League President, shall be considered as having cast 
an affirmative vote. 


Rule 14. By midnight of the opening day of the championship 
season, each club shall send to the League President a list of all 
its players, giving name, classification, status, and salary. 
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Rule 15. Any Manager or Player who shall take hold of an 
Umpire or his clothing to hold him, or shove him, or who shall 
step on his feet, shall be removed from the game, and shall be 
fined by the League President, in addition to any penalty that 
might apply through National Association channels. 


Rule 16. Members of any Club may not engage in what is 
known as a “‘pepper game’”’ after the gates have been opened to 
the public. Any such violation shall result in a fine of $50.00 
assessed against the Club. Violations must be reported to the 
League President by any Club President, Business Manager, or 
Manager, or any Umpire, who is witness to the act. 


Rule 17. A scheduled doubleheader shall be continuous games, 
unless mutually agreed upon by the two contesting clubs in ad- 
vance and notification given to the League President. 


Rule 18. Any daylight game shall be finished, if necessary, 
under the lights. 


Rule 19. No Manager shall delay a game to confer with the 
pitcher, directly or indirectly, more than once in an inning. Vio- 
lation of this rule requires removal of the pitcher from the game. 


Rule 20. The League dues for each club for the season of 
1957 shall be $3,000.00, payable in full into the League treasury 
on or before April 1, 1957. 


Rule 21. Umpires using their own cars on League business, 
and with League sanction, shall be allowed six (6) cents per mile 
during the 1957 season, plus an equitable allowance determined 
by the League President for miscellaneous traveling expenses. 


Rule 22. The Home Club shall make available to the Visiting 
Club a club house attendant whose duties shall be to maintain 
the club house and equipment according to a basic set of re- 
quirements to be outlined by the League President. 


Rule 23. Each Club in the League shall be allowed to carry 
on its Active List not more than ten (10) veterans at any one 
time during the season of 1957, except as provided by the Na- 
tional Association Agreement in the case of Reinstated NDS 
players. 


Rule 24. During the playing season, all Three I League Clubs 
must notify the League President in writing within twenty-four 
(24) hours of each and every addition to its Active List, and in 
the event the Club is up to its player limit, must include in the 
notification the name of the player being replaced, and also 
the disposition of the contract of the player being replaced, on 
the Active List. 


Rule 25. No officer, director, stockholder, or person identi- 
fied officially with a Member Club shall make public a state- 
ment or reference, in writing or otherwise, inferring financial 
distress or possible discontinuance of operation of that Club, or 
any other Member Club, without the specific consent of the 
League President. Violation of this Rule shall subject the Club 
of such offending person to a fine of $250.00, payable immediate- 
ly into the League treasury. Should such immediate payment 
not be forthcoming, the penalty shall be increased to $300.00 
and the President is authorized and directed to deduct this amount 
according to the procedure set forth in Section I, Article VII, 
of the League Constitution. 

Rule 26. There shall be created each year a Committee of 
Three, consisting of the League President, as Chairman, and 
two League Directors appointed by the President, to be known 
as ‘‘The Financial Aid Committee.’’ This committee shall be 
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vested with the authority and responsibility of administering, 
advising, recommending, or taking whatever other action it 
deems expedient, to obtain for the League and for its member 
Clubs the fullest benefits possible from any funds or other aid 
and assistance made available to the League and/or its Member 
Clubs by the Major Leagues or any other source or sources. The 
Committee is authorized and instructed to make any investiga- 
tions it believes are necessary to obtain all vital information, 
statistics and other data regarding the Member Clubs. The Clubs 
shall be required to furnish immediately upon request whatever 
statements and information the Committee may ask, including 
up-to-date financial statements. The Committee is further au- 
thorized and instructed to cooperate with Member Clubs in dis- 
tress who request assistance from any such available aid to 
whatever extent it believes is deserving after a full investiga- 
tion of the plight of such petitioning Club. Should a member of 
the Committee also represent the Club making application for 
assistance, he shall be replaced, during investigation and con- 
sideration of that Club’s appeal, by another League Director 
not involved in the specific case, said temporary member of the 
Committee to be appointed by the Chairman. Necessary ex- 
penses of the Committee members in carrying out their official 
functions on the Committee shall be paid by the League. 


Rule 27. Before every game, each Manager shall present 
to the Plate Umpire, and to the opposing Manager, a copy of his 
team’s batting order, on the official form provided by the League. 
No additions or corrections may be made to any batting order 
after it has been received by the Umpire, except by substitution 
as provided in the Playing Rules of Baseball. A separate batting 
order must be presented for each game of a doubleheader. 

Rule 28. Where a Club must travel 255 miles or more be- 
tween League cities without an open date for such travel, it 
cannot be compelled to play a doubleheader the next day, but 
it may do so if it wishes. This shall not apply to a final series 
between any two clubs in either city. However, a postponed 
game shall be played not later than the first day of a two-game 
series; or the second day of a series scheduled for three or more 
days; on the next trip of that Club to the city where the game 
was postponed. 


Rule 29. In the event of the failure of the lights causing 
termination of play before the scheduled number of innings has 
been played, the game shall be continued at a later date, date 
to be designated by the League President, with play resuming 
at the point reached when the game was halted, and with the 
lineups as nearly the same as possible. All conditions such as 
substitution of players, etc., shall prevail as of the time of such 
suspension of play. 

Rule 30. Each park shall have not less than 220,000 watts 
lighting. 

Rule 31. The average salary per player in The Three I 
League shall be termed to be $235.00 per month for the purpose 
of conforming with the NDS Rule. 

Rule 32. The Individual Batting Championship shall be de- 
termined according to the National Association Rule covering 
the subject, or in the absence of any such specific rule, accord- 
ing to the Official Playing Rules of Baseball. 

Rule 33. For the season of 1957, the League playing sched- 
ule shall consist of 130 games with the season opening on Sun- 
day, April 28th, and closing on Sunday, September 8th. 
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Addendum 
THE THREE I LEAGUE AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION AND By-LAWS 


FEBRUARY 1957. 


At the Annual Meeting of The Three I League in November 1956, the following 
Amendments to The Three I League Constitution and Bylaws have been 
adopted by the Board of Directors. These take precedence over the provisions in 
the latest printed form and the Amendments listed as of the Memorandum of 
April 1955. 

CONSTITUTION 


Article III, Section 8: In the hird line, change the date from “January Ist of 
the following year” to read “November Ist of that year.” 

Article VII, section 1: date on which League dues are to be paid in full into 
the League treasury changed from “prior to opening day of season” to read: 
“on or before April 1st of that year.” 

Article VITI, section 2(a): Amended by substituting for the words beginning 
“the Board of Directors is empowered” in line 3, and ending with the words 
“through the President of the League,” in line 11, the words: “the President be 
authorized and instructed to deduct the amount thereof from any monies be- 
longing to that member club that may be in, or come into, possession of the 
League, annd any and all members of the League shall, upon formal notice from 
the League President, deduct such amount from any amount from any monies 
belonging to or due such defaulting member, such amounts to be paid to the 
League.” 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


Article Twelve of the Constitution and Article Eleven of the By-Laws are 
amended as follows: 
Under “Burlington” change the name of the President to: “Richard J. Wiessel.”’ 
Under “Terre Haute,” delete the entire entry. 
Under “Quincy,” delete the entire entry. 
Under “Waterloo,” delete the entire entry. 
After the “Cedar Rapids” entry, insert the following: “Davenport Baseball 
Club, Davenport, Iowa, By : Charles A. Comiskey.” 
THE THREE I LEAGUE, 
Hat Tortren, President. 


AMENDMENTS 


The following amendments to the Three I League Constitution, Three I League 
Rules for 1954, Playoff Rules for 1954, and All Star Game Rules were adopted 
at the Special Meeting in Quincy on September 24, 1954. This sheet may be in- 
cluded with those documents showing those amendments 


CON STITUTION 


Article Seven, section 1, rewritten to read as follows: 

Section 1. At each annual meeting the amount of dues shall be fixed for 
the ensuing season, said amount to be payable in full into the League treasury 
prior to opening day of the season; and in the event any club has not met this 
requirement, the President be authorized and instructed to deduct the amount 
thereof from any monies belonging to that member club that may be in, or 
come into, possession of the League, and any and all members of the League 
shall, upon notice from the League President, deduct such amount from any 
monies belonging to or due such defaulting members, said deducted amounts to 
be paid to the League. 
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RULES 


Rule 5, amended by adding the sentence: 
“Payment to be made to the League no later than seven (7) days after notice 
of amount due is sent to each Club.” 


PLAYOFF RULES 


Section entitled: “Admission Prices and Division of Receipts’ amended by 
adding to the last paragraph the following sentence: 

“The 50% to the visiting club must be paid to the visiting club through the 
League office within 7 days following the final playoff game of each series.” 


ALL STAR GAME RULES 


Section titled: “Distribution of Receipts, Expenses, Etc.” amended by delet- 
ing the first paragraph and substituting therefore the following paragraph: 

“All receipts from the sale of tickets, less only taxes, must be paid into the 
League treasury within seven (7) days following the All Star Game.” 


CONSTITUTION 
AND 
BY-LAWS 


WESTERN BASEBALL LEAGUE 
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CONSTITUTION 


WESTERN BASEBALL LEAGUE 
ARTICLE I 


Name 


(I.1) The name of this organization shall be “WEST- 
ERN BASEBALL LEAGUE.” 


ARTICLE II 
Objects, Purposes and Powers 


(II.1) The objects and purposes of the league shall be: 


(a) To perpetuate baseball as the national game of the 
United States. 


(b) To instill and sustain continued public confidence 
in the integrity and government of baseball by the estab- 
lishment of such rules, regulations and safeguards as 
may be necessary. 


(c) To protect the interests and improve the welfare 
of professional baseball players and professional baseball 
clubs. 


(d) To promulgate such rules and regulations as may 
be necessary to establish, regulate and determine the 
league championship each year. 


(II.2) The league shall maintain itself as a voluntary 
association of professional baseball clubs and shall have 
power to regulate its own affairs and establish its own 
democratic government, within the rules of the National 
Association of baseball leagues. 
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ARTICLE III 
Definitions 


(III.1) For the purposes of this constitution the follow- 
ing words shall be deemed to have the following mean- 
ings: 

(a) “Member” or “Club” shall mean any person, co- 
partnership, firm or corporation operating a franchise in 
the league. 

(b) Words and phrases not otherwise herein defined 
shall be deemed to have meanings as defined, prescribed 
and customarily used by the National Association of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Leagues and if there be no limited or 
specific use of such words or phrases by custom, then 
such meanings shall be derived from recognized dic- 
tionaries. 


ARTICLE IV 
Allegiance to Organized Baseball 


(IV.1) This league acknowledges allegiance to the 
National Association of Profesisonal Baseball Leagues 
and will be governed by all agreements, rules and regu- 
lations of said association. 


ARTICLE V 
Membership 


(V.1) The Western Baseball League shall consist of 
eight clubs located in the following cities and states: 

Omaha, Nebraska 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

Sioux City, Iowa 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Pueblo, Colorado 

Denver, Colorado 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Wichita, Kansas 
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ARTICLE VI 


Restrictions on Members 


(VI. 1) Ownership or interest in other clubs prohibited. 
No member club, stockholder or official of a club shall 
directly or indirectly own stock or have any financial in- 
terest in any other club of this league. 

(VI.2) No member or club shall loan money or any 
other thing of value, extend credit, become surety to or 
for the use of any other member or club, or to or for the 
use of any player, manager or employee of any other 
member. 

(VI.3) No member shall make any advance, loan 
money or any other thing of value or otherwise obligate 
itself to or for the use or benefit of any umpire or other 
employee of the league. 

(VI.4) No member shall pledge or assign in any man- 
ner whatsoever his franchise or his share or interest in 
the assets of the Western Baseball League except as here- 
inafter provided. 


ARTICLE VII 


Admissions to, and changes of, Membership 


(VII.1) Warranties of members and clubs. In applying 
for membership in the league or the transfer of a club or 
franchise to a new city or to new control, the applicant 
shall supply the following information and shall warrant 
that all facts and statements made therein are true: 

(a) The name of the applicant and if a partnership or 
a corporation the names of all co-partners, stockholders, 
officers and directors, respectively. 

(b) A list of all beneficial ownership in the applicant 
together with a disclosure of all trust relationships and 
direct or indirect rights of participation in gross or net 
income whether shown by stock ownership or otherwise. 

(c) A financial statement and undertaking that it will 
assume and forthwith pay all bonafide liabilities, claims, 
demands, rights, and actions or other obligations of any 
and every kind, including but not limited to liens or terri- 
torial claims, if any. 
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(VII.2) Such applications shall be made to the presi- 
dent of the league in writing and the president shall 
deliver one copy to each director and retain three copies 
in his own file. 

(VII.3) Should any member desire further information, 
a request thereof may be made through the president 
of the league and copies of such requests and the replies 
thereto should be forwarded to each director. 


(VII.4) A representative of the applicant qualified to 
answer questions shall appear for that purpose at the 
league meeting and each member through its director 
shall be entitled to ask such questions as may be neces- 
sary to determine the financial, moral or other fitness of 
the applicant. 

(VII.5) Voting requirements shall be as follows: 

(a) To increase the membership of the league, the vote 
must be unanimous. 

(b) To transfer a club from one city to another, three- 
fourths of the directors must vote in the affirmative. 

(c) To transfer a franchise to new ownership or control, 
three-fourths of the directors must vote in the affirmative. 

(d) To decrease the membership of the league, unani- 
mous vote of all directors not affected thereby shall be 
required. 

(e) In all other matters a majority vote of all Directors 
shall prevail except as hereinafter provided. 
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ARTICLE VIII 


Discipline and Expulsion of Members 


(VIII.1) Misconduct as hereinafter defined shall be the 
grounds for disciplinary action or expulsion. 

(VIII.2) Disciplinary Action. In the event of a deter- 
mination by a majority of all entitled to vote after hearing 
that the conduct of a member justifies disciplinary action, 
a fine, penalty or award may be assessed against the 
member complained of, provided, however, that in no 
event shall the total of such fine, penalty or award exceed 
$5,000 in any one case. 


(VIII.3) Expulsion. In the event after hearing it shall 
be determined by a vote of six members that a member 
complained of has been guilty of conduct justifying ex- 
pulsion, the vote thereon shall be final and the penalty 
shall be a forfeiture to the League of the franchise, certi- 
ficate of membership, players’ contracts and reservations 
of the offending member. 


(VIII.4) Misconduct of a member which shall be the 
grounds for fine, penalty or expulsion shall be any one 
or more of the following: 


(a) Wilful violation of the rules, by-laws or constitu- 
tion of the league. 

(b) Wilful violation of any agreement to which the 
league may at the time of such violation be a party. 

(c) Failure to fulfill its contractual obligations to the 
league or any member thereof, or to any party to any 
agreement to which this league may at that time be a 
party thereto. 

(d) Offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting to fix 
or otherwise tamper with the result of any baseball game. 

(e) Failure to obey or fulfill any lawful orders, awards 
or decisions of the board of directors of the league or any 
baseball authority having appropriate jurisdiction. 

(f) Failure or refusal to suspend forthwith any player, 
manager, employee or officer who shall have been found 
guilty by a court or by competent baseball authority of 
offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting to fix or 
otherwise tamper with the result of any baseball game, 
including but not limited to wagering or betting upon a 
baseball game. 
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(g) Failure to take such reasonable action as may be 
determined by the president, board of directors or other 
competent baseball authority or by public authority to 
prohibit or prevent gambling or betting of any descrip- 
tion upon its grounds or other properties cwned or used 
by such member in connection with the playing of 
baseball games. 

(h) The disbandment of its organization or its baseball 
team during a championship season or within ninety days 
prior to the beginning of a championship season. 

(i) Wilful failure to present its team properly equipped 
at the time and place fixed to play any baseball game 
which this league has scheduled or directed to be 
played unless due to unavoidable accident or other 
causes beyond the member's control. 

(j) Failure to provide and maintain or give reasonable 
assurance of providing and maintaining suitable grounds 
including necessary accommodations for spectators. 

(VIII.5) a) Complaint. Any accusation that a member 
has been guilty of misconduct or has violated any or 
more of the several sections under VIII.4 must be made 
in writing and the acts complained of must be specified 
in detail. Said complaint shall be signed by a member, 
or a director, or an official of the league or a competent 
official of organized baseball. A person signing a com- 
plaint shall indicate that the facts in the complaint are 
true and that he is willing and able to prove the same. 
Ten copies of the complaint thus executed shall be de- 
livered by registered mail to the president of the league. 
The president of the league shall thereupon distribute 
by registered mail one copy to the respondent member 
and one copy of said charges to each director of the 
league. 

(b) Answer. The respondent member shall be entitled 
to ten days from the date of the receipt of the complaint 
to answer the same. The answer shall be in writing. 
Upon application to the president of the league and if in 
his discretion circumstances justify additional time the 
respondent member may be granted additional time to | 
answer, but in no event more than thirty days. All alle- | 
gation of the complaint not answered shall be deemed to | 
have been admitted. Ten copies of the answer shall be 
sent to the president of the league by registered mail. 

The president of the league shall thereupon distribute 
one copy to each director of the league. 
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(c) Hearing. Immediately upon receipt of the answer 
or upon the failure of the dependent club to file answer 
within the time limit therefore the president of the 
league shall set the matter for hearing by calling a special 
meeting of the league. The date and place of the hearing 
shall be within the discretion of the president. Should a 
majority of the board of directors disagree with either 
the time or the place of such hearing their determination 
of the appropriate time and place shall be final. 


(d) Conduct of the Hearing. The president shall be 
presiding officer at the hearing and a full record of pro- 
ceedings and testimony shall be maintained in the per- 
manent form. The president shall prescribe the rules of 
procedure, the conduct of the hearing and the admissa- 
bility of evidence. Any ruling of the president may be 
reversed, however, by a majority of the board of direc- 
tors. The respondent member or club shall be permitted 
full representation by its officers, directors and counsel. 


(e) Findings and Ruling. Upon the close of the hear- 
ing and without delay, the board of directors and the 
president shall meet in executive session. Findings of 
fact shall be prepared and agreed upon and the ruling 
of the board shall be attached thereto. No fine, penalty 
or award shall be assessed or levied against a member or 
club unless five or more members of the board of direc- 
tors vote in favor thereof, and no expulsion and forfeiture 
shall be ordered unless six members agree thereto. In the 
event the allegations of the complaint are proved, all or 
part of the costs shall be assessed against the respondent. 
In the event the board shall find that the charges were 
vexatiously or frivolously brought, the board may by a 
majority vote assess all costs and expenses against the 
complainant. 


(f) Time. A respondent club or member shall have five 
days within which to pay any fine, penalty or award or 
otherwise comply with any order of the board pursuant 
to these proceedings. 


(g) Effect of Forfeiture. Should the hearing result in 
expulsion and forfeiture, all rights of the respondent club 
shall be forthwith conclusively and absolutely surren- 
dered and forfeited to the league. 
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(h) The rights and assets forfeited shall be all of the 
assets of the respondent club including cash on hand and 
in the bank, accounts receivable. inventories, fronchise, 
membership in the league and all and sundry the rights 
pertinent thereto, players’ contracts and _ reservations. 
This league shall have full and complete title thereto and 
full power and right to use and dispose of the same and 
shall have authority and power to operate the club until 
such time as a transfer can be effected. The terms of any 
transfer or liquidation shall be entirely within the dis- 
cretion of the league. Any consideration received from a 
transfer or sale shall be retained by the league and the 
respondent club shall have no right, claim or interest 
therein. For the purposes of conducting the operation, 
transfer or sale the president of the league or a person 
designated by the majority of the directors shall become 
the agent and attorney-in-fact for the respondent club 
with full right, power and authority to operate, transfer 
or otherwise hold and control the affairs of the club. 
From any monies received by such attorney-in-fact dis- 
tribution shall be made as follows: First, payment of all 
current operating expenses and liabilities; second, nay- 
ment of all valid liabilities of the club not owed to 
officers, directors or stockholders or their immediate 
families; third. any account, claim or demand of any 
member of the league; fourth, any amount due the league 
including assessments, franchise fees, penalties and ex- 
penses of the hearing. When the ahove amounts have 
been fully paid and the league is fully satisfied that no 
other claim, demand, debt or obligation of anv kind exists 
against the club, the monies remaining in the hands of 
the attorney in fact shall be returned to the respondent 
club, but nothing herein shall be construed to require 
a return of any deposits, franchise fees or penalties held 
by the league. 


(VIII.6) Emergencies. If in the opinion of seven direc- 
tors, an emergency exists, the president shall proceed 
forthwith as if a forfeiture had been decreed, only to 
the extent, however, that it may be necessary to maintain 
the normal operation pending the proceedings authorized 
by this section to the end that there shall be no continu- 
ing damage or injury to other members of the league. 
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ARTICLE IX 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND REPRESENTATION 


(IX.1) Board of Directors. The board of directors shall 
consist of eight members, one to be appointed by each 
club. No member of the board of directors shall be des- 
ignated who has been found guilty by this league of any 
act or conduct calculated to bring the national game of 
baseball or the Western Baseball League into disrepute. 
Rejection of a designee must be by vote of three-fourths 
of the directors. 


(IX.2) Each club shall be entitled to three representa- 
tives at board meetings, but only the directors or their 
proxies shall be entitled to vote. Representatives other 
than the directors can be excluded from executive 
sessions. 


(IX.3) Voting may be by proxy. Proxy must be in 
writing. 


ARTICLE X 
MEETINGS 


(X.1) Annual Meetings. The regular annual meeting 
of the league shall be fixed by the president and held 
within a period of ten days prior to and in the same city 
as the annual meeting of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues unless otherwise changed 
by a vote of three-fourths of the board of directors. 


(X.2) Special Meetings. Upon call of the president or 
upon call of one-half of the members of the league, 
special meetings of the league shall be held. Special 
meetings may be held at such time and place and for the 
purposes designated in notice thereof. 


(X.3) Notice. Notice shall be in writing and shall in- 
dicate the time, place and purposes of any meeting. No 
deviation or expansion of the purposes of a special meet- 
ing shall be permitted in the absence of unanimous con- 
sent. Notice by mail shall be delivered not less than five 
nor more than fifteen days prior to the time of such spe- 
cial meeting. Notice by telegram shall be delivered not 
less than three nor more than ten days prior to such spe- 
cial meeting. 
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(X.4) Waiver of Notice. Notice of meetings of the 
members of the league and/or of the board of directors, 
as required by this constitution, may be waived in writing 
by the members and/or directors entitled to such notice. 
Attendance at a meeting or the subsequent signing and 
approval of the minutes thereof shall constitute a waiver 
of notice. Special meetings of the members of the league 
and of the board of directors may be held at any time 
or place upon the written consent of all of the members 
of the league and/or of the board of directors as the 
case may be. 


(X.5) Quorum. A quorum shall consist of three-fourths 
of the members of the league. 

(X.6) Rules of Order. The order of business at each 
meeting shall be a sfollows: 

(a) Call to order. 

(b) Presentation and filing of proxies. 

(c) Reading of minutes of preceding meetings and ac- 
tion thereon. 

(d) Reports of the officers, directors and committees 
and action thereon. 

(e) Amendment of constitution, by-laws and rules. 

(f) Election of new members, including assent to 
membership assignments. : 

(g) Unfinished business. 

(h) Election of officers and directors. 

(i) New business. 

(j) Adjournment. 

(k) The order of business may be suspended by a vote 
of a majority of the league. 

(1) When not otherwise provided, Robert’s Rules of 
Order shall prevail. 


(X.7) Executive Sessions. The board of directors upon 
request of three members thereof shall go into executive 
session for the transaction of business and no person 
shall be present at an executive session except the presi- 
dent, the treasurer, the executive secretary and the direc- 
tors or their duly authorized proxies. 

(X.8) Voting. Voting shall be by acclamation unless, 
however, any member shall demand a written ballot in 
which event a written ballot shall be called. 
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(X.9) Public Announcement. None of the business 
transacted at league meetings shall be made public ex- 
cept by order of a majority of the league. Such an- 
nouncements when made public shall be given by the 
president of the league unless otherwise ordered by a 
majority of the board. 


ARTICLE XI 


(XI.1) Control. The affairs of the league shall be 

managed, controlled and directed by, and the legislative 
authority of the league shall be vested in the board of 
directors subject only to such right of appeal as may 
exist under any agreement to which the league may be 
a party. 


(XI.2) Administration. The administrative and execu- 
tive functions of the league shall be under the direction 
of the president. All rulings of the president, except those 
with respect to protested games and complaints against 
umpires, shall be appealable to the board of directors. 


(XI.3) In connection with any matter, cause, charge, 
claim, complaint or dispute which may be before the 
board of directors or the president of this league for in- 
vestigation, hearing or decision the board or president 
may summon any member of this league, or any official, 
stockholder, manager, employee or agent of any mem- 
ber, to appear before the board or president, of such 
proper official of this league or other baseball authority 
as the summons may order, and give evidence, including 
the production of documents. In case of failure to comply 
promptly and fully with such summons, or if any member 
or person subject to the jurisdiction of this league, shall 
offer, or shall attempt to offer, or induce or attempt to 
induce the offering of, any false evidence, the board of 
directors or president may impose such fine and/or 
penalties which the board or president may deem to be 
warranted. It shall also be the duty of each member of 
this league, its officers and employees, to render all such 
assistance as the board of directors or president of this 
league, or other baseball authority, may request in con- 
nection with the investigation, hearing and decision of 
any matter. 
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ARTICLE XII 
Officers 


(XII.1) The officers of the league shall be a president, 
a treasurer, an executive secretary and a vice-president. 
Only the vice-president shall be required to be a member 
of the board of directors. Each term of office shall be for 
one year, except as provided by the next succeeding 
paragraph and except the executive secretary who may 
be employed for a longer period by contract. 


(XII.2) Election. The board of directors shall elect 
the vice-president, the treasurer and the president at 
each annual meeting. A vice-president may succeed him- 
self. In such election a majority shall control. 


(XII.3) Appointment. If there shall be an executive 
secretary of the league he shall be appointed by the 
resident subject to approval by a majority vote of the 
bodied of directors. 


(XII.4) Removal. Any officer of the league may be 
removed by a vote of three-fourths of the directors. 


(XII.5) Vacancies. Vacancies, either temporary or 
permanent, except as to executive secretary, however 
caused, shall be filled by a majority of the directors. 
Until such vacancy shall have been filled the responsi- 
bilities and functions thereof shall be assumed by a vice- 
president in order of seniority. 
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ARTICLE XIll 
Duties of Officers 


(XIII.1) President. The president shall be the chief 
executive officer of the league and shall preside at meet- 
ings. He shall be ex-officio member and chairman of all 
committees except where precluded therefrom by the 
resolution creating the committee. He shall be the 
league’s representative at all meetings of the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues and at all 
other meetings and hearings to which the league is a 
party or in which the league has an interest. He shall be 
vested with the responsibility of an authority to enforce 
the provisions of this constitution, the rules of the league, 
official playing rules and the rules of organized baseball 
together with such other duties as may from time to 
time be prescribed by the board of directors. In the 
event of a tie vote by the directors of the league, the 
president shall cast the deciding vote. 


(XIII.2) Disputes and Hearings. The president shall be 
required and shall have thé right and authority to hear 
and determine all matters of complaint, dispute, inter- 
pretation of this constitution of any and every kind 
and nature whatsoever, excluding only those matters 
which are now or may hereafter be incorporated in Ar- 
ticle VIII hereof. The president shall prescribe proce- 
dures and conduct hearings in such matters and shall 
have full right, power and authority to award damages, 
impose penalties, make awards or render decisions except 
as limited by this constitution or standing resolutions. 
Upon the conclusion of any such hearing the president 
shall reduce his findings of fact, conclusion or award and 
his decision to writing. A copy thereof shall be sent 
within ten days from the conclusion of the hearing to 
each director and party. Either party involved in said 
hearing or any member interested in the subject matter 
may appeal the decision of the president to the board of 
directors, if so authorized by this constitution. At the 
time of hearing such appeal the vice-president shall pre- 
side unless he shall be a party to such dispute in which 
event the presiding officer shall be designated by the 
board of directors. 
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(XIII.3) Penalties. No penalty or award shall be as- 
sessed by the president in excess of $500 unless otherwise 
provided in this constitution. Any club president may 
appeal to the board of directors against any penalty or 
any fine assessed against his club for any alleged viola- 
tion of the provisions of this constitution, or for any 
other violation or default only as set forth in this con- 
stitution. 


(XIII.4) (a) Except as hereinafter provided whenever 


any ruling has been made by the president against any 


player, manager or coach, such manager, player or coach 
so fined or suspended, or the president of the club of 
which he is a member, may appeal in the manner herein 
specified to the board of directors. 

(b) The right of appeal of player, manager or coach, 
however, shall not apply to any fine not exceeding $50, 
and any suspension of not more than ten days, but may 
apply when such appeal may be made to a superior 
baseball authority. 

(c) All appeals to the board must be made within ten 
days of assessing of the penalty and the board may ren- 
der its decision either by mail, telegraph or sitting as a 
body. All appeals of penalties against a club, and appeals 
of penalties above a fine of $50 or a suspension exceeding 
ten days on a player, coach or manager, must be promul- 
gated in detail to the other seven clubs at once, by the 
President and their decisions in cases of this kind shall 
be final, except only in cases which may be appealed 
direct to a superior baseball authority. 

(d) The findings of the board shall be final and under 
no circumstances shall they be considered reopened or 
inquired into by any subsequent board. 


(XIII.5) Functions of Vice-President. If for any reason 
the president shall be unable to act, then his duties in 
absence of the appointment of a successor shall be per- 
formed by the vice-president. 


(XIII.6) Treasurer. The treasurer of the league shall 
be the custodian of all dues, fees, assessments and other 
things of value which may be to the credit of or other- 
wise belong to the league. From the funds under his con- 
trol, he shall meet current expenses by making such pay- 
ments as may be necessary therefor. He shall make such 
other disbursements as may be ordered by a three-fourths 
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| vote of the board of directors unless, however, such ex- 
penses are ordered at a regular or special meeting in 
which event a majority of the board of directors shall 
control. He shall render a monthly report to the directors 
making full disclosure of all receipts and disbursements 
and in such forms as the board of directors may pre- 
scribe. He shall furnish a bond in the principal sum of 
$10,000 which bond shall be executed by an established 
surety company and which bond shall guarantee the 
faithful performance by the treasurer of his duties and 
reimburse the league for any defalcation by said treas- 
urer. The premium on said bond shall be paid by the 
league and said bond to be deposited with the president. 


(XIII.7) Executive Secretary. He shall keep the rec- 
ords of the meetings, and render such reports and bulle- 
tins from time to time as may be called for by the presi- 
dent or the board of directors. He shall act as executive 
assitsant to the president and shall serve at the presi- 
dent’s pleasure and shall be subject to the direction of 
the president. 


(XIII.8) Salaries of Officers. No officer shall be paid 
compensation for his services except the president, treas- 
urer or executive secretary. No salaries or other compen- 
sation of officers shall be paid unless approved by the 
board of directors. Nothing herein shall preclude reim- 
bursement of any officer to the extent that his expenses 
have been incurred for and have been authorized by the 
| 
| 


president or board of directors. 
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ARTICLE XIV 


Club Control 


(XIV.1) Each club shall have full and complete con- 
trol of its own affairs except as such rights may now or 
hereafter be limited or restricted by this constitution, the 
by-laws and rules passed pursuant thereto, or any present 
or future agreement (and the rules adopted pursuant 
thereto) to which this league may be a party. 


ARTICLE XV 
Territorial Rights 


(XV.1) Each club shall have territorial protection 
which shall cover the entire area within the limits of each 
city in which a franchise is granted and operated and, in 
addition, all territory within ten miles in all directions 
from the city limits of the protected city, including the 
entire area of any town, city or village of which any 
portion is located within the ten-miles area. 

(XV.2) No club member of any league party to the 
agreement of the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues nor any player under control of such 
club, shall be allowed to play or participate in any game 
of baseball played within the territorial limits of any club 
member of any other league party to that Agreement, 
without consent of the owner of the franchise operating 
in said territory and without consent of the president 
and directors of the league of which said protected club 
is a member, nor shall the right to operate an additional 
franchise within such protected territory be granted to 
anyone without such consent. 


ARTICLE XVI 
Amendments 


(XVI.1) This constitution may be altered or amended 
by a vote of three-fourths of the members of the league 
at any annual meeting or a special meeting called for 
the purpose thereof or by the unanimous written or tele- 
graphic vote and consent of the members at any time. 
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ARTICLE XVII 
Receipts 


(XVII.1) Receipts shall be divided by payment of 
40% of such receipts to the visiting club and the reten- 
tion of 60% by the home club. 

(XVII.2) Receipts Defined. Receipts for the purposes 
of this article shall be calculated in the following man- 
ner: Deduct from the gross receipts from admissions, 
sum of the following: 

(a) Any excess over general admission price (now set 

at 90c) charged for seats; 

(b) The percentage paid to the league; 

‘c) Federal, state or other governmental admission 
taxes on admissions, to be computed on all seats 
over 90 cents at the 90c admission price and all 
other admissions at actual prices charged. 

(XVII.3) The league percentage shall be five cents (5c) 
deducted from each adult paid admission to each cham- 
pionship game played in the league and the amounts so 
deducted shall be transmitted by the club making the 
collection by check or money order to the Treasurer of 
the league not later than one day following the series in 
which it was collected; provided that one cent shall be 
kept in a special fund for the purpose of establishing a 
championship, play-off or bonus fund. 

(XVII.4) Ladies night, special nights and Knothole 
Clubs are authorized provided the visiting club agrees. 

(XVII.5) Each club in the League will be allowed 
Western League seasonal passes to be used for working 
press and radio only. 

(XVII.6) Minimum prices to championship games in- 
cluding taxes shall be as follows: 


Adteittheacher ti. ciscicictend...2ocltiams48. 20: $0.60 
Adeiit gréndetebdl. 2ci....ciiiia.. usa ld .90 
Adult grandstand reserved....................-1:--:+0+--+- 1.10 
Bet seat diauic.tu.cadewliaa..d.aeiab..0 1.25 
Child (under 12) bleacher.........2...0..000....000020..... 30 


Child (under 12) grandstand (unless reserved).. .45 

(XVII.7) All parks in the league must be equipped 
with turnstiles and all admissions must go through the 
turnstiles. Each club shall maintain a record of pass 
admissions and the total number of pass admissions shall 
not exceed 50 in number per game, exclusive of league 
passes. 
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ARTICLE XVIII 





Operating Expenses 


(XVIII.1) The board of directors of the league shall 
by resolution provide means for raising funds to pay 
operating expenses. In the event of operating deficit, such 
deficit shall be covered by special assessment to be levied 
equally on each club in the league. All expenses must be 
paid from the league treasury as set forth in this con- 
stitution. 


ARTICLE XIX 
By-Laws 


The board of directors may promulgate such by-laws 
from time to time as they may deem necessary to govern 
and regulate the affairs of the league. Such by-laws, 
however, shall not conflict with this constitution. 


ARTICLE XX 
Umpire and Supervision 


(XX.1) The president shall select a staff of official um- 
pires prior to the opening of the season, which umpires 
shall be under contract to be signed by the president for 
and on behalf of the league. The president shall assign 
umpires and each club shall accept the umpires so as- 
signed to each game. The president shall have authority 
to discharge or hire umpires during the playing season 
as may be necessary. 

(XX.2) The president shall have the right and be im- 
posed with the responsibility of maintaining discipline on 
the part of the umpires. Complaints, if any, against um- 
pires shall be in writing, either by telegraph or letter, 
and the president shall take such steps as he may deem 
proper to determine the justification of such complaints 
and exercise his judgment as to any fine, removal, sus- 
pension or expulsion with respect thereto. The president 
shall have the authority to enter into contracts with um- 
pires for such salary and such expense mutually agreed 
between them and the president of this league. 

(XX.3) If and when a playing manager removes him- 
self from the game, said playing manager may remain on 
the field as coach. 
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(XX.4) Any protest filed with the president of the 
league shall be accompanied by a check in the amount of 
$25.00. If protest be overruled, the $25.00 deposit shall 
revert to the league treasury. Any game wished to be 
played under protest by a competing club must notify 
the umpire-in-chief his intention of so doing, who in 
turn, must notify the official scorer, public address an- 
nouncer, who in turn will notify the fans that said game 
is being played under protest. Said protest must involve 
interpretation of a rule or rules and said intention to 
protest must be conveyed to the umpire-in-chief prior to 
the ball being put in play following the alleged decision 
involving misinterpretation. All protests involving inter- 
pretation of rules must be filed with the president within 
twenty-four hours of game questioned. 





(XX.5) No inning of a night game shall be commenced 
after 11:50 P.M. local time. Any inning starting before 
11:50 P.M., must be completed. 


(XX.6) The National Association rules governing Class 
A leagues shall apply in the salary limit and player limit 
of the Western league. 


(XX.7) Night double-headers consist of one seven- 
inning and one nine-inning game, the first game to be 
scheduled for seven innings and the second game for 
nine innings. In the event the first game of a double- 
header goes nine innings or more the second game shall 
be a seven-inning game unless it is necessary to go into 
extra innings for a decision. Day double-header games in 
the Western League shall consist of nine-inning and one 
seven-inning game, the first game to be scheduled for 
nine-innings and the second game for seven innings. 


(XX.8) The league shall carry workman’s compensa- 
tion insurance on all umpires and personnel employed by 
the league. 

(XX.9) The president is authorized to contract with the 
Howe News Bureau for compilaticn of league statistics. 

(XX.10) The league president and league treasurer 
may submit bills for expenses which they have incurred 
on league business. 
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WAIVER RULE 

(XX.11) (a) Before any club of this league may release 
a player unconditionally or assign his contract condi- 
tionally or outright to a club of lower classification, all 
clubs of this league must be given an opportunity to 
take an assignment of such contract as hereinafter pro- 
vided and in accordance with provisions of the National 
Association agreement. 

(b) Western League Clubs may option players without 
requesting waivers but waivers shall be required before 
such players may be assigned conditionally or outright to 
lower classifications. 

(c) Waivers shall not be required to support the assign- 
ment of a contract which has been optionally assigned to 
a club of this league. 

(d) All requests for waivers shall include full informa- 
tion on the following: 

(1) Whereabouts of player. 

(2) Special bonus due or contingently postponed. 

(3) “Bonus player” designation, if player has been 
so designated. 

(e) Upon receipt of a request for waivers during the 
season, the league president shall immediately telegraph 
such request to all clubs of the league other than the 
requesting club. Upon receipt of a request for waivers 
during the interval between seasons, the league president 
may transmit’ such request to all clubs other than the re- 
questing club by air mail. 

(f) Any club desiring the assignment of a contract on 
which waivers have been requested must file claim 
thereto with the league preside nt by telegram, which 
claim shall be void unless received by the league presi- 
dent not later than midnight of the third day following 
the date of the president’s notice that waivers have been 
requested, if such request is made during the playing 
season, or not later than midnight of the tenth day, if 
such request for waivers is made during the inte rval 
between playing seasons. Should these time limits expire 
on a Sunday or a legal holiday, then the period shall be 
extended to twelve o clock noon of the next business day. 
Failure of a club to claim within the aforesaid applicable 
time limit shall constitute a waiver on the part of such 
club of the right to claim such player's contract. 
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(g) If no club shall have filed claim to an assignment ot 
any such contract within the applicable time limit set 
forth in “f” above, the league president shall forthwith 
notify the requesting club by telegram, if the waivers 
were requested during the playing season, or by air mail 
or telegram if the waivers were requested during the 
interval between seasons, that waivers have been granted. 

(h) If two or more clubs shall claim a player on waiv- 
ers, award of the contract shall be made to the claiming 
club which is lowest in the league standing at the time 
the right to claim the player contract expires, if more 
than ten days of the championship season have expired, 
or to the claiming club lowest in the league standing at 
the conclusion of the preceding season if the award is 
made between seasons or before the expiration of ten 
days of the current championship season. Should two or 
more such claiming clubs be tied for such lowest stand- 
ing, the president shall award the contract by lot among 
such ihe, 

(i) If the contract of a player be claimed on waivers, 
the club requesting the waivers shall be immediately 
notified by the league president. Unless such club, within 
forty-eight hours after the time the president filed the 
telegram that such has been claimed, if the request for 
waivers was made during the playing season, or within 
ten days the postmark on the notice from the president 
that such contract has been claimed, if the request for 
waivers was made during the interval between seasons, 
shall have given the league president a telegraphic notice 
that it will retain the contract of the player, the claiming 
club must take the assignment of the contract of such 
player and the league president shall forthwith notify it 
of that fact. The time that the telegram is filed by the 
president or if the president shall have given notice of 
claim by mail, the postmark on the envelope in the city 
of the league office shall govern. 


(j) The waiver price in the Western League shall be 
$2,000. 
(k) Waivers shall be valid for the following periods: 
(1) If made during the playing season for thirty days 
from the date of the president’s notice that they 
have been procured. 
(2) If made during the interval between playing sea- 
sons, until the 20th of May. 
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ARTICLE XXI 





The Championship 


(XXI.1) The championship of this league shall be con- 
tended for annually by the clubs composing it. The 
championship shall be awarded to the club having the 
highest percentage. 

(XXI.2) The championship season shall extend from 
such date in April or May to such date in September or 
October as the league may determine at its stated or 
special meeting. 

(XXI1.3) Every game played between two clubs, from 
the commencement of the championship season to the 
completion thereof between such clubs, shall be a game 
for the championship. 

(XXI.4) Within thirty days prior to the close of the 
scheduled championship season (not including any play- 
off) no club shall be permitted to transfer or assign the 
contract of a player or players to another club in this 
league. Any violation of the sections of this article shall 
subject each offender to a fine of $100, and a forfeiture 
of all games in which such player has participated. 

(XXI.5) A tie game, or a game prevented by rain or 
other causes, shall be played off on the same grounds on 
which scheduled on any open date during the same or 
subsequent series, the date to be optional with the home 
club. The date of playing such postponement or tied 
game shall be fixed at once if it occurs in the last series 
of the season involving said clubs and at all other times 
definitely within 10 days of postponement under penalty 
of said date fixing passing to the president of the league. 
The president of the league and the visiting club shall 
be notified of the date so fixed and it shall become part 
of the regular championship schedule. In the event such 
play off is for the next day of the same series, the home 
club shall, before 8:00 P.M. of the day of the tie or post- 
ponement, notify the visiting club and the umpires 
officiating in such series. The president must be notified 
by’ mail or wire within 24 hours. In the event a tie or 
postponed game results at night, and is to be played the 
next night, the visiting club and umpires shall be notified 
before 9:00 A.M. the next day, the president by mail or 
wire. If, however, all of the series of games scheduled on 
any grounds have been ended, and any such tie cr post- 
poned games remain unplayed, then such game or games 
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shall, if possible, be played off on the grounds of the 
opposite club on dates mutually agreed upon by both 
clubs, and the game shall be the home game of the club 
on whose grounds the game is played and the home team 
shall bat last. However, if neither club has another series 
with the other, the postponed game or games may be 
played on the grounds where the postponement was 
made, if transportation and time make it possible or an 
opponent’s grounds if both clubs agree and consent is 
secured from the president of the league. In the event 
the two clubs involved cannot mutually agree upon such 
dates, then the decision as to such dates and as to whether 
or not it is possible for such game to be played shall rest 
with the decision of the etait nt and the two clubs in- 
volved shall play or not play said games as directed by 
said president. 

(XXI.6) In all the details of championship games that 
do not involve the rights of the visiting club under the 
playing rules, but relate solely to such games as attrac- 
tive exhibitions to the patrons of the home club, the 
visiting club shall defer to the wishes of the home club; 
provided, nevertheless, that the home club shall not be 
permitted to change the usual hour for the commence- 
ment of scheduled games in its particular city more than 
thirty minutes before first having obtained the consent of 
the visiting club thereto. 

(XXI.7) The visiting club (for scorecard use)sshall fur- 
nish the secretary of the home club-the batting order, 
players and their numbers at least seventy-two hours in 
advance of the opening of each series. Each manager 
shall furnish the umpire-in-chief at the home plate, at 
least five minutes before the advertised starting time of 
a game, two copies of his official batting order (on 
cards furnished by the league). The home club manager 
must be the first to deliver line-up of his team. The 
umpire-in-chief shall see that announcements of official 
batting order are made to the press. 

(XXI.8) No club in this league shall be allowed to play 
any benefit game. 

(XXI.9) In the event of a tie between two teams in any 
year for the championship, or for any second, third or 
fourth position in the league, such championship or posi- 
tion shall be determined by a one game playoff. In the 
event of a tie among three or more clubs for the cham- 
pionship cr for any second, third or fourth position in the 
league such championship or position shall be determined 
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by a round robin in which any club losing two games 
shall be eliminated. All other questions in relation to the 
final standing of the club not covered by this constitution, 
the standing resolution or the playing rules (without right 
of appeal to the board) shall be determined by the 
president. 

(XXI.10) In all cases governing radio or television, the 
National Association rules will apply. 

(XXI.11) In all cases not covered by this constitution 
the standing resolutions or rules of play of the league, re- 
lating to the championship play, this league shall be gov- 
erned by the rules of the National Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Leagues, and any decision or rulings of 
the president shall be made in accordance therewith. 


ARTICLE XXII 
Forfeited Games 
In Forfeited Games National Association rules shall 

apply. 

ARTICLE XXIII 

Default in Payments 
(XXIII.1) If a member be in default more than fifteen 

days in payment of any obligation found to be due to the 
league or any member thereof, or of any fine or award, 
the officers of this league are authorized to deduct the 
amount thereof from any monies belonging to such mem- 
ber that may be or come into their possession, or if there 
be no such monies, then any and all other members of 
the league shall, upon notice from the president of this 
league, deduct such amount from any monies belonging 
to or due such defaulting member, and such amount 
shall be paid to the league or to the person, organization 
or corporation entitled thereto, through the president of 
this league. If any member shall fail to comply with a 
notice directing the withholding any payment of any 
such amount from funds of the defaulting club that may 
be or come within its possession, the member so notified 
shall be fined the same amount as it was directed to 
withhold, and such fine shall be collectible in like 
manner. 

(XXIII.2) If a player, manager, umpire, official, or 
other person subject to the jurisdiction of this league, be 
in default more than fifteen days in payment of any such 
obligations found to be due, or of any fine or award, he 
a be suspended until the amount due shall have been 
paid, 
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The following rules of the Championship and Pennant 
Race, while not a part of the constitution, are included 
herein for your convenience and information. 








































THE CHAMPIONSHIP OR PENNANT RACE 


1. The championship of this League shall be con- 
tended for yearly by the clubs composing it. The cham- 
pionship shall be awarded to the club having the highest 
percentage. 


2. The championship schedule shall consist of 154 
games, opening in April and closing in September. 


3. In the event of a tie between two teams for the 
championship, or for any second, third or fourth position 
in the League, such championship or position shall be 
determined by a one-game playoff. In the event of a tie 
among three or more clubs for the championship or for 
any secont, third, or fourth position in the League such 
championship or position shall be determined by a round 
robin in which any club losing two games shall be elimi- 
nated. All other questions in relation to the final standing 
of the club not covered by this Constitution, the standing 
resolution or the playing rules (without right of appeal 
to the Board) shall be determined by the President. 


4. The championship club shall be presented with a 
pennant, which shall have its field, border and lettering 
in the National Colors and be inscribed, “LEAGUE 
CHAMPIONS”, with the name of the League and club 
member and the year in which the title was one. The 
club member shall be entitled to fly the pennant until 
the close of the ensuing season. 


5. For the purpose of providing a bonus fund of 
$6,000 for the championship geason winners and the 
playoff winners. a one cent (lc) admission tax shall be 
charged each club on each paid adult admission during 
the championship season; paid admission not to include 
tax tickets, ladies admitted on ladies nights and knothole 
admissions said tax to be payable to the League at the 
close of each series with statement of daily attendance 
for same. In event this tax does not provide a fund of 
$6,000, the League Office will make up the difference. 
If, however, this tax provides more than $6,000, the 
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difference is to go to the League treasury. 
bonus is to be paid as follows: 


$2500 to the Pennant Winner. 

$1000 to the club finishing second in the champion- 
ship race. 

$1500 to the club winning the playoff. 

$1000 to the club finishing second in the playoff. 





The $6,000 


6. The said club presidents of the winning clubs to 
act as agents only in disbursing the amounts received to 
the players of their clubs, in such manner and in such 
proportions as the eligible players on their clubs, shall by 
a majority vote decide. 


GOVERNOR’S CUP 
(Playoff in the Western League) 


1. The officers of the Western Baseball League and 
the officers of the clubs of said League are hereby di- 
rected to provide for a Governor’s Cup Series in accord- 
ance with the ensuing rules and regulations. 


2. On the second day after the championship season 
is ended (unless there has been a tie for one of the first 
four positions in the final league standing) the club which 
has finished first in the championship schedule, shall play 
in the first of a series of games either with the club 
which has finished third or fourth in the championship 
schedule, and the club which finished second in the 
championship schedule shall play the first of a series 
of games either with the club which has finished third or 
fourth, as the case may be. 


3. The first place club shall play the third or fourth 
place club, as determined by the toss of a coin by the 
President of the League, on or before the last day of the 
regular season, and the second place club will play the 
club that remains after the toss of the coin. 


4. The Semi-final Series winning clubs shall be the 
two clubs which have won three out of five games in 
their respective series. 


5. The Final Series shall consist of three out of five 
games, and shall be played by the two clubs which have 
won the Semi-final Series. The Governors’ Cup shall be 
awarded to the club winning three games. 
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6. The grounds on which the first two legal games of 
any series are played shall be selected by the contesting 
club which has finished with the highest percentage in 
the championship race. The next legal games shall be 
played on the grounds of the contesting club on whose 
grounds the first two legal games were not played. 

7. By mutual agreement between the contesting clubs 
and with the approval of the President of the League, 
any Series game may be postponed to a later date. If 
deemed necessary to save transportation expense. the 
grounds on which series games are played may be deter- 
mined by the clubs eligible to play in this series, and if 
any dispute shall arise as to dates and grounds, the dates 
and grounds for playing any game shall be determined 
by the League President. 

ELIGIBILITY OF GOVERNORS’ CUP PLAYERS 


8. The rosters of each of the clubs entitled to partici- 
pate in the Governors’ Cup Series shall determine the eli- 
gibility of players. No player not on the roster and in uni- 
form of his respective club at midnight twenty days be- 
fore the end of the championship season shall be eligible 
to play in the Governors’ Cup Series. The roster must be 
mailed to the League office not later than midnight of 
that date and a carbon copy of each club’s roster should 
be sent by each club to the other clubs in the League. 

Any player on the active or disabled list of the club 
twenty days prior to the closing of the season, who, sub- 
sequent thereto, becomes able to play, is eligible to com- 
pete in the Governor's Cup play-offs, providing, however, 
that at the time of the play-offs only 19 men are eligible 
and listed. *For example, if at midnight twenty days 
prior to the end of the Championship season when de- 
claring the 19 men eligible for the play-offs, a player or 
players on the club were on the disabled list and subse- 
quent thereto said player or players become physically 
able to play in the play-offs, then said player or players 
could become eligible play-off participants by forwarding 
to the League office by telegram notice that said player 
or players were to be considered eligible, and at the same 
time removing from the* previously submitted eligible 
list player or players so that not more than 19 men would 
be so listed. 

*Also bear in mind that National Association rule 

19.04 (d) must be observed, which is as follows: 
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ITY. The minimum number of days a player must 
remain on the Disabled List shall be 10 days and 
the assignment of contract of any Disabled List 
player shall not be permitted until after reinstate- 
ment following expiration of the minimum period.” 


9. Contracts of players who are on the roster of the 
clubs competing in the series shall be extended from the 
closing day of the scheduled season to and including the 
last day said players’ club is competing in any Series 
games and shall be effective as to salary rate, terms and 
regulations. 


10. Series games are and will be considered an ex- 
tension of the scheduled season for the clubs competing 
in the Series, and all the provisions of the Constitution 
by-laws, rules and regulations of the League, relating to 
Umpires, Baseballs, League President’s decisions and 
home club privileges apply thereto, except the division of 
gate receipts and the rules regarding free admissions. 

11. The admission prices charged for the Series games 
shall be those prices established during the scheduled 
season, but there shall be no free admissions to any of 
the Series games other than League officers, and the 
working press and radio. 


DIVISION OF RECEIPTS 


13. After deducting federal, state and other govern- 
mental admission taxes, and after deducting twenty per- 
cent (20%) of the gross admission receipts, which are to 
be paid into the League treasury, the home club and the 
visiting club only shall divide the balance of the gross 
admission receipts on a fifty-fifty basis. That part of the 
admission which is paid for the box or reserve seat itself 
shall not be deemed to be part of the gross admission 
and shall be retained by the home club free from all de- 
ductions except governmental taxes. 


13. The club winning the Governors’ Cup Series shall 
be presented with the Governors’ Cup, and such club may 
retain possession of same until it is won by some other 
club in succeeding years. The names of the clubs win- 
ning the Governors’ Cup Series shall be engraved on the 


_ 
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original Governors’ Cup, and a small replica of the Gov- 
ernors Cup shall be awarded to the Club winning the 
Governors Cup Series each year. 


UMPIRES’ GOVERNORS’ CUP SERIES BONUS 


14. Umpires serving through the Semi-Final series 
shall be paid a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) bonus for said 
Series, which shall be in addition to their regular con- 
tracted salaries, and umpires serving through the Final 
Series shall be paid a fifty dollar ($50.00) bonus for said 
Series, which shall be in addition to their regular con- 
tracted salaries. ; 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TPROFESSIONAI ,ASEBALI 
LEAGUES AND THE COLOMBIAN PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Colombian Pro- 
fessional Baseball League (hereinafter referred to as the Colombian League) 
as an unclassified affiliate. 

II. The National Assocaition agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues to 
play in Colombia, with the member clubs’ consent, during the Colombian League 
season of 1954-55, and in any approved official postseason series, the number 
of such players to be determined by mutual agreement. 

The Colombian League agrees to employ only such National Association players, 
including native Colombians, as are in good standing with their National As- 
sociation clubs. 

III. The President of the Colombian League, or his duly authorized repre- 
sentative, shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the National 
Association on or before September 1, 1954, a list of National Association players 
(excepting native Colombian Minor League players) selected by each club of his 
league, which list shall contain the information and be processed in the manner 
set forth in the Regulations issued by the President of the National Association. 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Colombian 
League, including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the 
Colombian League is to travel away from Colombia except for approved post- 
season series 

V. Aclaim growing out of a National Association player's contract with a club 
of the Colombian League shall be decided by the President of the Colombian 
League, with a right to appea! by either party to the President of the National 
Assocation, whose decision shall be final if the claim involved is less than $300 
If the claim involves $300 or more, either party shall have a further right to 
appeal to the Executive Committee of the National Association. 

VI. Each club of the Colombian League shall deposit with the President of 
the National Association on or before September 1, 1954, the sum equal of $1,200 
in United States funds, as a guarantee that all undertakings of the Colombian 
League with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the 
National Association shall be completely fulfilled. In the event of a decision by 
the President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund is 
required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club, upon 
notification by the President of the National Association such club shall im 
mediately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore the 
guaranty deposits of $1,200. 

Thirty days after termination of the Colombian League season, the guaranty 
fund shall be returned to any Colombian League club so requesting, provided 
there are no unsettled claims against the club 

VII. The Colombian League agrees to transmit to the National Association for 
arrival on or before September 1, 1954, the sum of $2,000 in United States funds 
to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident to 
operation of the program. 

VIII. If, at any time, the Colombian League requests that a representative 
of the National Association be sent to Colombia, or the President of the National 
Association deems it advisable to send such representative to Colombia, the 
Colombian League agrees to defray the necessary travel and subsistence expenses 
of such representative. 

IX. If the Colombian League has a Priority List of players who were under 
contract to clubs of its league during the preceding reason, a copy thereof shall 
be forwarded by the President of the Colombian League, or his duly authorized 
representative, to the President of the National Association for arrival not later 
than June 30, 1955, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued by the 
President of the National Association. 

X. The Colombian League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth 
at this time in writing by the President of the National Association governing 
operation of this agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued 
in the future. 

XI. If any provision of the Colombian League Constitution or By-Laws, or 
the Constitution or By-Laws of any other baseball organization with which 
the Colombian League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this Agreement 
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und/or the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement, as they affect 
National Association players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or the Reg- 
ulations governing operation of this Agreement shall take precedence 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1954—55 season of the Colombian League 
and shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless either party 
shall desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party is to be given 
30 days’ written notice of such intention. 

Accepted at —- Wate. Fas; , 1954. 

For the Colombian League: 


President. 


Torices Baseball Club. 


Willard Baseball Olu b. 


Vanyton Baseball Club. 
Indios Baseball Club. 
— —  —, President. 
For the national association : 
G. M. TRAUTMAN, President. 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALI 
LEAGUES AND THE CUBAN PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Cuban Profes 
sional Baseball League (hereinafter referred to as the Cuban League) as an un 
classified affiliate 

II. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues to 
play in Cuba, with the member clubs’ consent, during the Cuban League season 
of 1954-55, and in any approved official post-season series, the number of such 
players to be determined by mutual agreement 

The Cuban League agrees to employ only such National Association players 
including native Cubans, as are in good standing with their National Associa 
tion clubs 

IIIf. The President of the Cuban League, or his duly authorized representative, 
shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the National Associa 
tion on or before September 1, 1954, a list of National Association players (ex 
cepting native Cuban Minor League players) selected by each club of his league, 
which list shall contain the information and be processed in the manner set 
forth in the Regulations issued by the President of the National Association 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Cuban League, 
including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the Cuban League 
is to travel away from Cuba except for approved post-season series. 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player's contract with a 
club of the Cuban League shall be decided by the President of the Cuban League 
with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the National Associa- 
tion, whose decision shall be final if the claim involves less than $300. If the 
claim involves $300 or more, either party shall have a further right to appeal 
to the Executive Committee of the National Association. 

VI. Each club of the Cuban League shall deposit with the President of the 
National Association on or before September 1, 1954, the sum equal of $1,500 
in United States funds, as a guarantee that all undertakings of the Cuban League 
with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the National 
Association shall be completely fulfilled In the event of a decision by the 
President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund is 
required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club, upon 
notification by the President of the National Association such club shall im- 
mediately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore the 
guaranty deposit to $1,500 

Thirty days after termination of the Cuban League season, the guaranty fund 
shall be returned to any Cuban League club so requesting, provided there are no 
unsettled claims against the club 
‘ 
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VII. The Cuban League agrees to transmit to the National Association for 
arrival on or before September 1, 1954, the sum of $2,000 in United States funds 
to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident to 
operation of the program. 

VIII. If, at any time, the Cuban League requests that a representative of the 
National Association be sent to Cuba, or the President of the National Associa- 
tion deems it advisable to send such representative to Cuba, the Cuban League 
agrees to defray the necessary travel and subsistence expenses of such 
representative. 

IX. If the Cuban League has a Priority List of players who were under con- 
tract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy thereof shall be 
forwarded by the President of the Cuban League, or his duly authorized repre- 
sentative, to the President of the National Association for arrival not later than 
June 30, 1954, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued by the President of 
the National Association. 

X. The Cuban League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth at this 
time in writing by the President of the National Association governing opera- 
tion of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued in the 
future. 

XI. If any provision of the Cuban League Constitution or Bylaws, or the 
Constitution or Bylaws of any other baseball organization with which the Cuban 
League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this Agreement and/or the Regula- 
tions governing operation of this Agreement, as they affect National Associa- 
tion players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or the Regulations governing 
operation of this Agreement shall take precedence. 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1954—55 season of the Cuban League and 
shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless either purty shall 
desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party is to be given 30 days’ 
written notice of such intention. 

Accepted at New York, N. Y., July 26, 1954. 

For the Cuban League: 

President. 


{lmendares Club. 


Cienfuegos Club. 
Havana Club. 
Marianao Club. 
For the National Association : 
G. M. TRAUTMAN, President. 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL 
LEAGUES AND THE DOMINICAN PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Dominican Pro 
fessional Baseball League (hereinafter referred to as the Dominican League) as 
an unclassified affiliate. 

II. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues to 
play in the Dominican Republic with the member clubs’ consent, during the 
Dominican League season of 1955-1956, and in any approved official post-season 
series, the number of such players to be determined by mutual agreement. 

The Dominican League agrees to employ only such National Association play- 
ers, including native Dominicans, as are in good standing with their National 
Association clubs. 

Ill. The President of the Dominican League, or his duly authorized representa- 
tive, shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the National Asso- 
ciation on or before September 1, 1955, a list of National Association players (in- 
eluding native Dominican Major or Minor League players) selected by each club 
of his league, which list shall contain the information and be processed in the 
manner set forth in the Regulations issued by the President of the National 
Association. 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Dominican 
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League, including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the 
Dominican League is to travel away from the Dominican Republic except for 
approved post-season series. 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player’s contract with a 
club of the Dominican League shall be decided by the President of the Domini- 
can League, with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the Na- 
tional Association, whose decision shall be final if the claim involves less than 
$300. If the claim involves $300 or more, either party shall have a further right 
to appeal to the Executive Committee of the National Association. If the player 
be a Major League player, his claim shall be presented to and adjudicated by 
the Commissioner. 

VI. Each club of the Dominican League shall deposit with the President of 
the National Association on or before September 1, 1955, the sum equal of $1,200 
in United States funds, as a guarantee that all undertaking of the Dominican 
League with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the 
National Association shall be completely fulfilled. In the event of a decision 
by the President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund 
is required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club, upon 
notification by the President of the National Association such club shall imme- 
diately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore the guaranty 
deposit to $1,2U0. 

Thirty days after termination of the Dominican League season, the guaranty 
fund shall be returned to any Dominican League club so requesting, provided 
there are no unsettled claims against the club. 

VII. The Dominican League agrees to transmit to the National Association for 
arrival on or before September 1, 1955, the sum of $1,500 in United States funds 
to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident to 
operation of the program. 

VIII. If, at any time, the Dominican League requests that a representative of 
the National Association be sent to the Dominican Republic, or the President of 
the National Association deems it advisable to send such representative to the 
Dominican Republic, the Dominican League agrees to defray the necessary 
travel and subsistence expenses of such representative. 

IX. If the Dominican League has a Priority List of players who were under 
contract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy thereof shall be 
forwarded by the President of the Dominican League, or his duly authorized 
representative, to the President of the National Association for arrival not later 
than June 30, 1956, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued by the Presi- 
dent of the National Association. 

X. The Dominican League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth at 
this time in writing by the President of the National Association governing oper- 
ation of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued in the 
future. 

XI. If any provision of the Dominican League Constitution or By-Laws, or the 
Constitution or By-Laws of any other baseball organization with which the 
Dominican League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this Agreement and/or 
the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement, as they affect Major 
League or National Association players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or 
the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement shall take precedence. 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1955-1956 season of the Dominican League 
and shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless either party shall 
desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party is to be given 30 days’ 
written notice of such intention. 

Accepted at __----- §: ecnenien aiid aot 

For the Dominican League: 


y President. 


Bstrelilas Clu b. 


Escogido Club. 


Licey Clud. 


Aguilas Cibaenas Club. 
For the National Association: 
G. M. TrautMAN, President. 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL 
LEAGUES AND THE PACIFIc Coast LEAGUE OF MExIco 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Pacific Coast 
League of Mexico (hereinafter referred to as the Pacific Coast Winter League) 
as an unclassified affiliate. 

Ii. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues to play 
in Mexico, with the member clubs, consent, during the Pacific Coast Winter League 
season of 1954-55, and in any approved official post-season series, the number of 
such players to be determined by mutual agreement. 

The Pacific Coast Winter League agrees to employ only such National Associa- 
tion players, including native Mexicans, as are in good standing with their 
National Association clubs. 

III. The President of the Pacific Coast Winter League shall transmit for arrival 
in the office of the President of the National Association on or before September 
1, 1954, a list of National Association players (excepting native Mexican Minor 
League players) selected by each club of his league, which list shall contain the 
information and be processed in the manner set forth in the Regulations issued 
by the President of the National Association. 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Pacific Coast 
Winter League, including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the 
Pacific Coast Winter League is to travel away from Mexico except for approved 
post-season series. 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player’s contract with a 
club of the Pacific Coast Winter League shall be decided by the President 
of that league, with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the 
National Association, whose decision shall be final if the claim involves less 
than $300. If the claim involves $300 or more, either party shall have a 
further right to appeal to the Executive Committee of the National Association. 

VI. Each club of the Pacific Coast Winter League shall deposit with the 
President of the National Association on or before September 1, 1954, the sum 
equal of $1,000 in United States funds, as a guaranty that all undertakings of 
the Pacific Coast Winter League with respect to any player whose services 
are obtained through the National Association shall be completely fulfilled. 
In the event of a decision by the President of the National Association that 
any part of the guaranty fund is required to be paid for the purpose of meeting 
an obligation of any club, upon notification by the President of the National 
Association such club shall immediately forward to the National Association 
a sum which will restore the guaranty fund to $1,000. 

Thirty days after termination of the Pacific Coast Winter League season, 
the guaranty deposit shall be returned to any Pacific Coast Winter League club 
so requesting, provided there are no unsettled claims against the club. 

VII. The Pacific Coast Winter League agrees to transmit to the National 
Association for arrival on or before September 1, 1954, the sum of $2,000 in 
United States funds to defray necessary National Association administrative 
expenses incident to operation of the program. 

VIII. If, at any time, the Pacific Coast Winter League requests that a 
representative of the National Association be sent to Mexico, or the President of 
the National Association deems it advisable to send such representative to 
Mexico, the Pacific Coast Winter League agrees to defray the necessary travel 
and subsistence expenses of such representative. 

IX. If the Pacific Coast Winter League has a Priority List of players who 
were under contract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy 
thereof shall be forwarded by the President of the Pacific Coast Winter League 
to the President of the National Association for arrival not later than June 30, 
1954, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued by the President of the 
National Association. 

X. The Pacific Coast Winter League agrees to abide by all the Regulations 
set forth at this time in writing by the President of the National Association 
governing operation of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may 
be issued in the future. 

XI. If any provision of the Pacific Coast Winter League Constitution or 
sylaws, or the Constitution or Bylaws of any other baseball organization with 
which the Pacific Coast Winter League may be affiliated, be in conflict with 
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this Agreement and/or the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement, 
as they affect National Association players, the provisions of this Agreement 
and/or the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement shall take 
precedence. 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1954-55 season of the Pacific Coast 
Winter League and shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless 
either party shall desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party 
is to be given 30 days’ written notice of such intention. 

Accepted at New York, N. Y., July 26, 1954. 

For the Pacific Coast Winter League: 

President. 

Ciudad Obregon Club. 
Culiacan Club. 
Guadalajara Club. 
Hermosillo Club. 
Mazatland Club. 
Navojoa Club. 

For the National Association : 

G. M. TRAUTMAN, President. 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL 
LEAGUES AND THE PANAMA PROFESSION AL BASEBALL LEAGUE 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Panama 
Professional Baseball League (hereinafter referred to as the Panama League) 
as an unclassified affiliate. 

II. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues 
to play in Panama, with the member clubs’ consent, during the Panama League 
season of 1954-55, and in any approved official post-season series, the number 
of such players to be determined by mutual agreement 

The Panama League agrees to employ only such National Association players. 
including native Panamanians, as are in good standing with their National 
Association clubs. 

Ill. The President of the Panama League, or his duly authorized represent 
ative, shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the National 
Association on or before September 1, 1954, a list of National Association 
players (excepting native Panamanian Minor League players) selected by each 
club of his league, which list shall contain the information and be processed in 
the manner set forth in the Regulations issued by the President of the National 
Association. 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Panama 
League, including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the 
Panama League is to travel away from Panama except for approved post-season 
series. 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player’s contract with a 
club of the Panama League shall be decided by the President of the Panama 
League, with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the National 
Association, whose decision shall be final if the claim involves less than $300. 
If the claim involves $300 or more, either party shall have a further right to 
appeal to the Executive Committee of the National Association. 

VI. Each club of the Panama League shall deposit with the President of the 
National Association on or before September 1, 1954, the sum equal of $1,500 in 
United States funds, as a guaranty that all undertakings of the Panama League 
with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the National 
Association shall be completely fulfilled. In the event of a decision by the 
President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund is 
required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club. 
upon notification by the President of the National Association such club shall 
immediately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore 
the guaranty fund to $1,500. 

Thirty days after termination of the Panama League season, the guaranty 
deposit shall be returned to any Panama League club so requesting, provided 
there are no unsettled claims against the elub. 
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VII. The Panama League agrees to transmit to the National Association for 
arrival on or before September 1, 1954, the sum of $1,000 in United States funds 
to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident to 
operation of the program. 

VIII. If, at any time, the Panama League requests that a representative of 
the National Association be sent to Panama, or the President of the National 
Association deems it advisable to send such representative to Panama, the 
Panama League agrees to defray the necessary travel and subsistence expenses 
of such representative. 

IX. If the Panama League has a Priority List of players who were under 
contract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy thereof 
shall be forwarded by the President of the Panama League, or his duly author- 
ized representative, to the President of the National Association for arrrival 
not later than June 30, 1954, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued 
by the President of the National Association. 

X. The Panama League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth at 
this time in writing by the President of the National Association governing 
operation of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued 
in the future. 

XI. If any provision of the Panama League Constitution or Bylaws, or the 
Constitution or Bylaws of any other baseball organization with which the 
Panama League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this Agreement and/or 
the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement, as they affect National 
Association players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or the Regulations 
governing operation of this Agreement shall take precedence. 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1954-55 season of the Panama League 
and shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless either party 
shall desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party is to be given 
30 days’ written notice of such intention. 

Accepted at New York, N. Y., July 26, 1954. 

For the Panama League: 

President. 

Carta Vieja Club. 
Chesterfield Club. 
Spur Cola Club. 

For the National Association : 

G. M. TRAUTMAN, President. 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL 
LEAGUES AND THE PUERTO RICO PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Puerto Rico 
Professional Baseball League (hereinafter referred to as the Puerto Rico 
League) as an unclassified affiliate. 

II. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues 
to play in Puerto Rico, with the member clubs’ consent, during the Puerto Rico 
League season of 1954-55, and in any approved official post-season series, the 
number of such players to be determined by mutual agreement. 

The Puerto Rico League agrees to employ only such National Association 
players, including native Puerto Ricans, as are in good standing with their 
National Association clubs. 

III. The President of the Puerto Rico League, or his duly authorized repre- 
sentative, shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the 
National Association or on before September 1, 1954, a list of National Associa- 
tion players (excepting native Puerto Rican Minor League players) selected 
by each club of his league, which list shall contain the information and be 
processed in the manner set forth in the Regulations issued by the President 
of the National Association. 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Puerto Rico 
League, including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the 
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Puerto Rico League is to travel away from Puerto Rico except for approved 
post-season series. 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player’s contract with a club 
of the Puerto Rico League shall be decided by the President of the Puerto Rico 
League, with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the National 
Association, whose decision shall be final if the claim involves less than $300. 
If the claim involves $300 or more, either party shall have a further right to 
appeal to the Executive Committee of the National Association. 

VI. Each club of the Puerto Rico League shall deposit with the President of the 
National Association on or before September 1, 1954, the sum equal of $1,500 in 
United States funds, as a guarantee that all undertakings of the Puerto Rico 
League with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the Na- 
tional Association shall be completely fulfilled. In the event of a decision by the 
President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund is 
required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club, upon 
notification by the President of the National Association such club shall im 
mediately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore the 
guaranty deposit to $1,500. 

Thirty days after termination of the Puerto Rico League season, the guaranty 
fund shall be returned to any Puerto Rico League club so requesting, provided 
there are no unsettled claims against the club. 

VII. The Puerto Rico League agrees to transmit to the National Association 
for arrival on or before September 1, 1954, the sum of $2,000 in United States 
funds to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident 
to operation of the program. 

VIII. If, at any time, the Puerto Rico League requests that a representative of 
the National Association be sent to Puerto Rico, or the President of the National 
Association deems it advisable to send such representative to Puerto Rico, the 
Puerto Rico League agrees to defray the necessary travel and subsistence ex- 
penses of such representative. 

IX. If the Puerto Rico League has a Priority List of players who were under 
contract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy thereof shall 
be forwarded by the President of the Puerto Rico League, or his duly authorized 
representative, to the President of the National Association for arrival not later 
than June 30, 1954, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued by the Presi- 
dent of the National Association 

X. The Puerto Rico League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth at 
this time in writing by the President of the National Association governing 
operation of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued 
in the future. 

XI. If any provision of the Puerto Rico League Constitution or Bylaws, or 
the Constitution or Bylaws of any other baseball organization with which the 
Puerto Rico League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this Agreement and/or 
the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement, as they affect National 
Association players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or the Regulations 
governing operation of this Agreement shall take precedence. 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1954-55 season of the Puerto Rico League 
and shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless either party shall 
desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party is to be given 30 
days’ written notice of such intention. 

Accepted at New York, N. Y., July 26, 1954. 

For the Puerto Rico League: 

President. 


Caguas Clud. 


Mayaguez Club. 


Ponce Club. 


Nan Juan Club. 


Santurce Club. 
For the National Association : 


G. M. TRAUTMAN, President. 





1192 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL 
LEAGUES AND THE VENEZUELAN PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Venezuelan Pro. 
fessional Baseball League (hereinafter referred to as the Venezuelan League) 
as ah unclassified affiliate. 

II. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues to 
play in Venezuela, with the member clubs’ consent, during the Venezuelan 
League season of 1954-55, and in any approved Official post-season series, the 
number of such players to be determined by mutual agreement. 

The Venezuelan League agrees to employ only such National Association 
players, including native Venezuelans, as are in good standing with their Na- 
tional Association clubs. 

III. The President of the Venezuelan League, or his duly authorized representa- 
tive, shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the National Asso- 
ciation on or before September 1, 1954, a list of National Association players 
(excepting native Venezuelan Minor League players) selected by each club of his 
league, which list shall contain the information and be processed in the manner 
set forth in the Regulations issued by the President of the National Association. 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Venezuelan 
League, including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the 
Venezuelan League is to travel away from Venezuela except for approved post- 
season series. 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player’s contract with a 
Club of the Venezuelan League shall be decided by the President of the Venezuelan 
League, with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the National 
Association, whose decision shall be final if the claim involves less than $300. If 
the claim involves $300 or more, either party shall have a further right to appeal 
to the Executive Committee of the National Association 

VI. Each club of the Venezuelan League shall deposit with the President of the 
National Association on or before September 1, 1954, the sum equal of $1,500 in 
United States funds, as a guarantee that all undertakings of the Venezuelan 
League with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the Na- 
tional Association shall be completely fulfilled. In the event of a decision by 
the President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund 
is required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club, 
upon notification by the President of the National Association such club shall 
immediately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore the 
guaranty deposit to $1,500. 

Thirty days after termination of the Venezuelan League season, the guaranty 
fund shall be returned to any Venezuelan League club so requesting, provided 
there are no unsettled claims against the club. 

VII. The Venezuelan League agrees to transmit to the Nations] Association 
for arrival on or before September 1, 1954, the sum of $2,000 in United States 
funds to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident 
to operation of the program. 

VIII. If, at any time, the Venezuelan League requests that a representative 
of the National Association be sent to Venezuela, or the President of the National 
Association deems it advisable to send such representative to Venezuela, the 
Venezuelan League agrees to defray the necessary travel and subsistence expenses 
of such representative 

IX. If the Venezuelan League has a Priority List of players who were 
under contract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy thereof 
shall be forwarded by the President of the Venezuelan League, or his duly 
authorized representative to the President of the National Association for 
arrival not later than June 30, 1954, and shall be subject to the Regulations 
issued by the President of the National Association. 

X. The Venezuelan League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth 
at this time in writing by the President of the National Association governing 
operation of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued 
in the future. 


XI. If any provision of the Venezuelan League Constitution or Bylaws, or 
the Constitution or Bylaws of any other baseball organization with which the 
Venezuelan League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this Agreement and/or 
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the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement, as they affect National 
Association players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or the Regulations 
governing operation of this Agreement shall take precedence 
XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1954-55 season of the Venezuelan 
League and shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless either 
party shall desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party is to be 
given 30 days’ written notice of such intention. 
Accepted at New York, N. Y., July 26, 1954. 
For the Venezuelan League: 
President. 
Caracas Club 
Magallanes Club. 
Venezuela Club. 
Santa Marta Club. 
For the National Association : 
G. M. TRAUTMAN, President. 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALI 
LEAGUES AND THE OCCIDENTAL PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE OF VENE 
ZUELA IN MARACAIBO. 


1. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Occidental 
Professional Baseball League of Venezuela in Maracaibo (hereinafter referred 
to as the Occidental League), as an unclassified affiliate 

II. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagues to 
play in Maracaibo (Venezuela), with the member clubs’ consent, during the 
Occidental League season of 1956-1957, and in any approved official post 
season series, the number of such players to be determined by mutual agree 
ment. The Occidental League agrees to empfoy only such National Association 
players, including native Venezuelans, as are in good standing with their Na 
tional Association clubs 

III. The President of the Occidental League, or his duly authorized repre 
sentative, shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the 
the National Association on or before September 1, 1956, a list of National 
Association players (excepting native Venezuelan Minor League players). 
selected by each club of his league, which list shall contain the information 
and be processed in the manner set forth in the Regulations issued by the 
President of the National Association 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Occidental 
League, including any approved post-season series, and that no team of the 
Occidental League is to travel away from Venezuela except for approved post 
season series 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player's contract with a club 
of the Occidental League shall be decided by the President of the Occidental 
League, with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the National 
Association, whose decison shall be final if the claim involved is less than $300.00 
If the claim involves $300.00 or more, either party shall have a further right to 
appeal to the Executive Committee of the National Association 

VI. Each club of the Occidental League shall deposit with the President of the 
National Association on or before September 1, 1956, the sum equal of $1,500.00 
in United States funds, as a guarantee that all undertakings of the Occidental 
League with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the Na 
tional Association shall be completely fulfilled. In the event of a decision by the 
President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund is 
required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club, upon 
notification by the President of the National Association such club shall immedi 
ately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore the guaranty 
deposit to $1,500.00. Thirty days after termination of the Occidental League 
season, the guaranty fund shall be returned to any Occidental League club so 
requesting, provided there are no unsettled claims against the club 

VIL. The Occidental League agrees to transmit to the National Association for 
arrival on or before September 1, 1956, the sum of $2,000.00 in United States 
funds to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident 
to operation of the program 
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VIII. If, at any time, the Occidental League requests that a representative of 
the National Association be sent to Maracaibo, or the President of the National] 
Association deems it advisable to send such representative to Maracaibo, the 
Occidental League agrees to defray the necessary travel and subsistence expenses 
of such representatives. 

IX. If the Occidental League has a Priority List of Players who were under 
contract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy thereof shall 
be forwarded by the President of the Occidental League, or his duly authorized 
representative, to the President of the National Association for arrival not 
later than June 30, 1957, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued by the 
President of the National Association. 

X. The Occidental League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth at 
this time writing by the President of the National Association governing operation 
of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued in the 
future pursuant to agreement between the parties hereto. 

XI. If any provision of the Occidental League Constitution or Bylaws, or the 
Constitution or Bylaws of any other Baseball organization with which the Oc- 
cidental League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this agreement and/or the 
Regulations governing operation of this agreement, as they affect National As- 
sociation players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or the Regulations goy- 
erning operation of this agreement shall take precedence. 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1956-1957 season of the Occidental 
League. 

XIII. The Occidental League and the President of the National Association 
agree that a coordinator should be appointed by the President to take residence in 
Maracaibo with a view to effecting a smooth operation under this Agreement. 
The coordinator shall be appointed by the President of the National Association 
and shall remain in Maracaibo for such period of time as the President may 
deem necessary. The salary, transportation, and subsistence expenses of the 
Coordinator shall be borne by the Occidental League. 

Accepted at Maracaibo on August 9th, 1956. 

For the Occidental League: 

Dr. ALFONSO ARAUJO BELLOSO, 
President. 


Gavilanes Club. 
JORGE ASPRING GURIEL, 
Cabimas Club. 
Dr. JOSE S. PARRA VALBUENA, 
Pastora Club. 
JOSE ATILIO LEAL, 
Centauros Club. 
For the National Association : 
G. M. TraAutTMAN, President 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALI 
LEAGUES AND THE VERACRUZ WINTER BASEBALL LEAGUE OF MEXICO 


I. The National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues (hereinafter 
referred to as the National Association) agrees to recognize the Veracruz Winter 
Baseball League of Mexico (hereinafter referred to as the Veracruz League) as 
an unclassified affiliate and agrees to recognize the territorial rights of the 
clubs of that league as established by the Mexican Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues. 

II. The National Association agrees to permit active baseball players under 
contract to or reservation by member clubs of National Association leagnes to 
play in Mexico, with the member clubs’ consent, during the Veracruz League 
season of 1954-55, and in any approved official post-season series the number 
of such players to be determined by mutual agreement 
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The Veracruz League agrees to employ only such National Association play- 
ers, including native Mexicans, as are in good standing with their National As- 
sociation clubs. 

Ill. The President of the Veracruz League, or his duly authorized representa 
tive, shall transmit for arrival in the office of the President of the National 
Association on or before September 1, 1954, a list of National Association players 
(excepting native Mexican Minor League players) selected by each club of his 
league, which list shall contain the information and be processed in the manner 
set forth in the Regulations issued by the President of the National Association. 

IV. Each contract signed by a National Association player shall provide that 
the player is to perform only in officially scheduled games of the Veracruz League, 
including any approved post-senson series, and that no term of the Veracruz 
League is to travel away from Mexico except for approved post-season series. 

V. A claim growing out of a National Association player’s contract with a 
club of the Veracruz League shall be decided by the President of the Veracruz 
League, with a right of appeal by either party to the President of the National 
Association, whose decision shall be final if the claim involves less than $300. If 
the claim involves $300.00 or more, either party shall have further right to appeal 
to the Executive Committee of the National Association. 

VI. Each club of the Veracruz League shall deposit with the President of the 
National Association on or before September 1, 1254. the sum equal of $1,000 
in United States funds, as a guarantee that all undertakings of the Veracruz 
League with respect to any player whose services are obtained through the 
National Association shall be completely fulfilled. In the event of a decision by 
the President of the National Association that any part of the guaranty fund is 
required to be paid for the purpose of meeting an obligation of any club, upon 
notification by the President of the National Association such club shall im 
mediately forward to the National Association a sum which will restore the 
guaranty deposit to $1,000 

Thirty days after termination of the Veracruz League season, the guaranty 
fund shall be returned to any Veracruz League club so requesting, provided there 
are no unsettled claims against the club 

VII. The Veracruz League agrees to transmit to the National Association 
for arrival on or before September 1, 1954, the sum of $2,000 in United States 
funds to defray necessary National Association administrative expenses incident 
to operation of the program 

VIII. If, at any time, the Veracruz League requests that a representative of 
the National Association he sent to Mexico, or the President of the National 
Association deems it advisable to send such representative to Mexico, the Vera- 
cruz League agrees to defray the necessary travel and subsistence expenses of 
such representative 

IX. If the Veracruz League has a Priority List of players who were under 
contract to clubs of its league during the preceding season, a copy thereof 
shall be forwarded by the President of the Veracruz League, or his dwy author- 
ized representative, to the President of the National Association for arrival 
not later than June 30, 1955, and shall be subject to the Regulations issued by 
the President of the National Association 

X. The Veracruz League agrees to abide by all the Regulations set forth 
at this time in writing by the President of the National Association governing 
operation of this Agreement, as well as those Regulations which may be issued 
in the future. 

XI. If any provision of the Veracruz League Constitution or Bylaws, or the 
Constitution or Bylaws of any other baseball organization with which the 
Veracruz League may be affiliated, be in conflict with this Agreement and/or 
the Regulations governing operation of this Agreement, as they affect National 
Association players, the provisions of this Agreement and/or the Regulations 
governing operation of this Agreement shall take precedence 

XII. This Agreement shall be for the 1954—55 season of the Veracruz League 
and shall be renewed from year to year, without notice, unless either party 
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shall desire to amend or cancel it, in which event the other party is to be 
given 30 days’ written notice of such intention. 
IOIENS OF ocak ae eeds $e 2oCb cusses uy ee: 
For the Veracruz League : 
President. 


Cordoba Club. 


Xalapa Club. 
Poza Rica Club. 
Aztecas-Mezico Club. 
MARIN Rutz MORENO, 
Mezico Reds-Mezwico Club. 
LuIS PUENTE, 
Puebla Club. 
For the National Association : 
G. M. TrRAUTMAN, President. 


ARNOLD, Fortas & PORTER, 
Washington, D. C., June 12, 1957. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Antitrust Subcommittee of Commiitee on Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN CELLER: Item 3, page 1, of your letter of May 23, 1957, asks 
for “any intraleague agreements in the National Association with respect to 
radio or television broadcasting.” 

George M. Trautman, president of the National Association, requested the 
presidents of each National Association League with teams in the United States 
to supply a copy of any such agreement. 

Based on the responses to Mr. Trautman’s request, it appears that there are 
no such agreements in the following leagues, except for whatever applicable 
provisions may be contained in the league constitutions and bylaws already 
sent you: 


Alabama-Florida League Nebraska State League 
American Association New York-Pennsylvania League 
Arizona-Mexico League Northern League 

Big State League Northwest League 

California League Pioneer League 

Carolina League Sooner State League 

Eastern League South Atlantic League 
Evangeline League Southwestern League 

Florida State League Three—I League 
Georgia-Florida League Western League 


Midwest League 


I am informed that the Appalachian League, which has no constitution yet, 
does not have any intraleague agreement with respect to radio or television 
broadcasting. 

The Texas League has an agreement on radio and television broadcasting 
which is set forth in the attached letter, dated May 29, 1957, from Dick Butler 
to George M. Trautman. 

Tie Southern Association has an agreement which is reported in the attached 
wire and letter, both dated May 29, 1957, and both from Charles A, Hurth to 
George M. Trautman. 

The International League has an agreement which is set forth in the attached 
letter, dated May 29, 1957, from Frank J. Shaughnessy to George M. Trautman. 

The Hollywood and Los Angeles clubs of the Pacific Coast League apparently 
have a contract concerning radio and television broadcasting. These clubs have 
been requested to supply the applicable provisions but I have not yet received 
them. 


Sincerely, 


PAUL A. Porter, Special Counsel. 
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TEXAS BASEBALL LEAGUE, 
Dallas, Tew., May 29, 1957. 
Mr. GEORGE M, TRAUTMAN, 
President, The National Association, Columbus, Ohio. 

DEAR MR. TRAUTMAN : I copy below the radio and television rule of the Texas 
League which you have requested: 

“Section 29.12 Rapro ANp TELEVISION RienHtTs. Each club of the league is 
hereby permitted to broadcast and telecast its regular season home games and is 
also permitted to broadcast its home playoff games without securing permission 
of the visiting club. As to the broadcast of road games, there is a reciprocal 
agreement for 1957. Each city may broadcast its road games, including playoff 
games, either ‘live’ or by wire report, from the home park of any other city in 
the league. There is also a reciprocal agreement for 1957 covering the telecast of 
road games. Each city may telecast its road games, including playoff games, 
from the home park of any other city in the league so long as the telecast is on 
a closed circuit and cannot be seen in the city of the home club. This agreement 
does not apply between the Dallas and Fort Worth clubs and the San Antonio and 
Austin clubs. Any road telecast by the Dallas club must be first approved by 
the Forth Worth club if the Fort Worth club is to play at home on that date and 
vice versa, and the same holds true between San Antonio and Austin.” 

I hope this is the information vou desire. 

Sincerely, 
Dick BUTLER, President. 


SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF BASEBALL CLUBS, 
Vew Orleans, La., May 29, 1957. 
Mr. GEORGE M. TRAUTMAN, 
President, National Association, Columbus, Ohio. 

DAR Mr. PRESIDENT: (Con‘%rming telegram just sent you. As indicated in 
telegram, the Texas League and the Southern Association have not executed a 
new Dixie series agreement as there are several points on which the two leagues 
are not in agreement. Until such time as agreement is reached, the Dixie series 
is held under the former agreement dated January 15, 1951, and covering that 
season as well as 1952-55. 

Under that agreement is the following pertaining to radio. 

“There shall be no broadcasting of the series games in the cities where the 
games are being played or in other cities within the territory of the Southern 
and Texas League, except by mutual consent of the president of the Texas League 
and the president of the Southern Association.” 

I am sure that I need not add, that the president of the Texas League reflects 
the thinking of the Texas League club that is in the series in any given year and 
the same holds true for me as president of the Southern Association. 

Control of home broadcasting is essential. I have never known permission to 
be denied for road broadcasting, or for that matter if any other station wanted 
to oroadcast outside of the game territory. 

The admission prices are raised for the Dixie series. Last year when our gen- 
eral admission prices were $1 and box seats 50 cents extra, for the Dixie series 
in this league the grandstand price is $1.80 and the box seat price $2.50. The 
Texas League gets even a higher price for their box seats but usually a slightly 
lower price for grandstand. 

On the face of it, it seems that the Di-ie series is quite a windfall for the 
clubs. Actually, it is not. The players are given 48 percent of the first 4 games, 
32 percent to the participating clubs, and 20 percent to the board of control ac- 
count (the 2 leagues). If more than 4 games are played then the clubs divide 
80 percent and the board of control still gets 20 percent. 

From the club’s share, each club pays their players their normal salaries to- 
gether with transportation, meals, hotels, etc. Also as happened last year, At- 
lanta had to pay about a week's salary to their players while waiting for the 
series to start. 

Trust I have covered this fully, if not advise. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES A. HuRTH. 
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NEW ORLEANS, La. 
GEORGE M. TRAUTMAN : 

Technically we do not have Dixie series agreement as the two leagues have 
not as yet been able to agree on a new one. Actually both have agreed to operate 
under agreement executed in 1951 and expired in 1955. That provides “there 
shall be no broadcasting of the series games in the cities where the games are 
being played or in other cities within the territory of the Southern and Texas 
Leagues, except by mutual consent of the president of the Texas League and 
the president of the Southern Association. Letter follows. 

CHARLIE HurtnH, 
Southern Association. 


INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS, 


May 29, 1957, 
Mr. GreorGe M. TRAUTMAN, 
President, National Association, Columbus, Ohio. 


DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: At a meeting of the International League held at the 
Commodore Hotel in New York on February 3 and 4, 1950, the following rule in 
regard to broadcasting games was adopted: 

“Tt was agreed by all the league members that the visiting club will have the 
right to supply to the radio stations of their homes cities, the play-by-play 
description of all games played on the road without further permission from the 
home club.” 

In regard to televising, section 9 of the rules and bylaws of the league provides 
that “when 2 games are scheduled on a Sunday or a holiday, $200 guaranty 
shall apply for each game. When a game on any one day is televised, the guar- 
anty shall be $500, provided the game is of legal length.” 

Hoping this information is sufficient, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK J. SHAUGHNESSY, President. 


AGREEMENT 


This Agreement, made and entered into this 29th day of July 1938, between 
Los Angeles Baseball Club, a California corporation (sometimes hereinafter 
called “First Party”), and Hollywood Baseball Association, a California cor- 
poration (sometimes hereinafter called ‘Second Party’). 

WITNESSETH : 

Whereas First Party and Second Party are both members of the Pacific Coast 
Baseball League; and 

Whereas, the First Party owns and controls the franchise and territorial 
rights in said League in Los Angeles and adjacent territory, as specified and 
described in the Constitution of said League; and 

Whereas, by a written agreement between the Angel City Baseball Associa- 
tion (now known as the Los Angeles Baseball Club) and The Mission Base- 
ball Association, Inc., dated October 26, 1937, it was provided that upon the 
formation of the Hollywood Baseball Association and the performance by it 
of certain conditions a new agreement would be entered into between the 
said Angel City Baseball Association and the Hollywood Baseball Association ; 
and 

Whereas, Second Party represents it is a newly organized corporation which, 
with the approval of said League, has recently acquired and now owns and 
holds the franchise and membership in said League heretofore owned and held 
by the Mission Baseball Association, Inc., and has further acquired from The 
Mission Baseball Association, Inc., and now owns all of its existing players’ 
contracts; and 

Whereas Second Party further represents it has fulfilled said conditions pre- 
scribed in said written agreement of October 26, 1987, and desires to enter into 
said new agreement and First Party in reliance upon said representations also 
desires to enter into said new agreement : 

Now, therefore, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and prom- 
ises herein contained and upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth, 
First Party and Second Party agree as follows: 
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1. In order to provide for the playing of continuous baseball in the City of 
Los Angeles and adjacent territory (including the area therein known as the 
Hollywood area) as defined in said Constitution of said League, during the 
scheduled seasons provided by said League, the First Party hereby grants unto 
Second Party, upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth, for the 
period of twenty (20) years from the date of the commencement of the 1938 
scheduled baseball season of said League, the privilege of playing baseball in 
the said Hollywood area, such area, as aforesaid, being part of the territorial 
rights covered by the franchise of First Party in said League. 

2. It is mutually understood and agreed that by granting such privilege for 
such twenty (20) year-period First Party does not, in any respect, waive or 
relinquish any of the territorial rights it now holds from said League, or 
otherwise, and that except for said privilege so granted for said period upon 
said conditions, First Party reserves and retains all of its said territorial 
rights. 

Accordingly, it is agreed that the First Party shall have full and exclusive con- 
trol in determining all matters affecting generally such territorial rights, includ- 
ing all phases of radio broadcasting, matters of public policy and matters of 
general business policy, providing that its control in determining matters of public 
policy and general business policy shall be exercised only in those situations 
affecting the public interest in, and the general good reputation and standard of, 
baseball as played in said League and within the territory covered by the franchise 
of First Party from said League (including the said Hollywood area) and shall 
not be extended to those situations pertaining only to personal management 
problems of Second Party in the conduct by it of its games or its baseball park. 
It is, of course, further agreed that if any receipts or revenue accrue in the exer- 
cise of such control of the territorial rights by the First Party, the Second Party 
shall be entitled to the same as provided in Paragraph 4 hereof, subject to the 
percentage due First Party in the instances therein specified. 

3. It-is mutually understood and agreed that the said privilege of playing base- 
ball in said Hollywood area is granted by First Party to Second Party upon each 
of the express conditions that Second Party shall lease or otherwise acquire, 
before the commencement of the 1939 scheduled baseball season of said League, 
and shall thereafter have and maintain during said twenty (20) year period, a 
baseball park of a nature and type commensurate with the requirements of a 
member of said League and consistent with the standards set by other members 
of said League and in a location within a radius of two (2) miles from the inter- 
section of Fairfax and Beverly Boulevards or in some other location in said 
Hollywood area satisfactory to First Party and during all of said twenty (20) 
year period shall employ and continue to employ baseball players of a number 
and type substantially consistent with the standard maintained by other members 
of said League and in conformance with the requirements of the constitution of 
said League, and, further, shall do whatever else is necessary to insure the playing 
of baseball by the Second Party under the constitution, rules, regulations and 
bylaws of said League during the said 1938 scheduled baseball season and during 
each of the scheduled seasons of said League thereafter for the period of twenty 
(20) years as herein specified. 

4. In consideration of the grant of such privilege and of the premises, Second 
Party agrees to pay First Party, during the said period of twenty (20) years, 
five percent (5%) of the gross gate receipts (after deducting admission or similar 
taxes for all scheduled baseball games of said League and for all exhibition and 
other baseball games participated in by the Second Party in the said Hollywood 
area, said five percent (5%) to be paid monthly into First Party of Los Angeles, 
California, on or before the 15th day of each succeeding month during the playing 
season. It is mutually agreed that all other receipts of Second Party for such 
games participated in by Second Party in said Hollywood area, e. g., from 
concessions, radio broadcasting, score cards, signs, cushion rentals, score card 
advertising, parking and from excess income from sale of boxes over general 
grandstand admission, etc., shall belong excusively to the Second Party. It is 
further mutually agreed that in addition to the staging of scheduled baseball 
games of said League and exhibition and other baseball games in its park upon the 
terms aforementioned, Second Party may make such other use of its park and 
stage such other events therein as it sees fit and may retain all receipts and reve- 
nue therefrom subject to the control of territorial rights of First Party as defined 
in Paragraph 2 hereof and subject to the condition that such other uses and the 
staging of such other events do not interfere with the playing of exibition games 
or scheduled baseball games of said League by Second Party. 
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5. It is agreed that during said twenty (20) year period, First Party shall have 
access to the books and records of Second Party pertaining to gross gate receipts 
at all convenient times and shall be permitted to examine the same and make 
copies thereof. 

6. Second Party agrees not to assign (and for the purposes of this para- 

graph a transfer of the voting stock control of Second Party shall be deemed 
an assignment), transfer, mortgage, or encumber this contract, or any right. 
privilege, or benefit hereunder, without the prior written consent of First Party, 
First Party agrees, however, it will not unreasonably and without good cause 
withhold its consent to any such transfer or assignment to a person or concern 
possessing good moral character and reputation, competent business ability, 
and sound financial responsibility. 
7. It is agreed that time is of the essence in respect to each and every obli 
gation on the part of Second Party herein contained, and if default be made 
by Second Party in the performance of any such obligation, or in the com. 
pliance with any other term, provision, or condition herein contained, and shal) 
continue for sixty (60) days after written notice thereof given to Second Party 
by First Party, such default or breach shall, at the option of First Party, work a 
termination and forfeiture of this agreement, including all rights, privileges, and 
benefits of Second Party acquired hereunder 

8. It is agreed that in the event the Second Party shall, at any time during 
the term of this agreement, be adjudicated as insolvent or a bankrupt, or should 
the Second Party make any assignment for the benefit of creditors, or if a 
receiver or trustee shall be appointed of the Second Party’s property and con- 
tinue in possession thereof for a period of sixty (60) days, or if this agreement 
shall, by operation of law, devolve upon or pass to any person or persons other 
than the Second Party, or if there shall be a transfer, mortgage, or encumbrance 
of this contract, or any right, privilege, or benefit thereunder, in violation of the 
provisions of Paragraph 6 hereof, then and in each of said cases it shall and may 
he lawful for the First Party, at its sole option, to immediately terminate and 
declare a forfeiture of this agreement, including all rights, privileges, and 
benefits of Second Party acquired hereunder. 

9. Failure of First Party to insist upon the strict performance of the terms, 
provisions, and conditions of this agreement, or any of them, shall not constitute 
or be construed as a waiver or relinquishment of the First Party's rights to 
thereafter enforce any such term, provision r condition but the same shall 
continue in full force and effect. 

10. All the terms, provisions, conditions, covenants, and agreements contained 
in this agreement shall apply to and be binding on the assigns and successors of 
the parties hereto. 

11. It is further agreed that this agreement supplants and supersedes that 
written agreement entered into between the Angel City Baseball Association 
and the Mission Baseball Association, Inc., dated October 26, 1937 

12. It is mutually agreed that upon the termination of this agreement the 
parties hereto may by mutual consent extend said agreement for such period. 
if any, as they shall then agree upon. 

In witness whereof, the parties hereto have caused this agreement to be 
executed in duplicate, on their behalf and in their corporate names, respectively 
by their respective officers thereunto duly authorized and their respective cor 
porate seals hereunto to be affixed, as of the day and year first above written 

Los ANGETES BASEBALL CLUB, 
By: /s Davin P. FLemine, President 
/s W. S. Rerp, Secretary. 
HoL_Lywoop BASEBALL ASSOCIATION, 
By: /s Don Francisco, President 
R. E. SHEEHAN, Secretary 
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MONDAY, JUNE 24, 1957 


Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ANTITRUST SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
W ashington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to recess, at 10 a. m., in room 346, 
Old House Office Building, Hon. Emanuel Celler (chairman) pre- 
siding. 

Present: Representatives Celler, Rodino, Rogers, Keating, McCul- 
loch, and Miller. 

Also present: Herbert N. Maletz, chief counsel; Kenneth R. 
Harkins, Cocounsel; Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., associate counsel, and 
Julian H. Singman, assistant counsel. 

The Cuamman. The Chair wishes to make a brief statement. 

On Thursday morning, last week, while the distinguished gentle- 
man from New York, Mr. Ke: ating, and I were appearing before the 
House Rules Committee on a Judiciary Committee bill, certain 
financial data with respect to the profits and losses of major league 
baseball clubs were placed in the record. I have since been able to 
study these figures and believe that they should be supplemented by 
addition: al data in order that a more complete picture be provided 
of major league business operations. 

To accomplish this, I have had an additional tabulation made to 
show the following: 

1. For each year from 1952 through 1956, net profit or loss before 
taxes for each club from their major league operations alone; that is, 
before deducting expenses incurred in the management of minor 
league farm clubs; 

2. For each of those years, net profit or loss, before taxes, to each 
club for all its operations, minor league, as well as major league; and 

3. For each of those years, net profit or losses, after taxes, but 
before deductions are made for dividend payments or other surplus 
account adjustments; 

This tabulation shows, for example, the last year only Chicago 
in the National League and Cleveland in the American League lost 
money on their major league operations alone; it also shows that 
last year the Brooklyn Dodgers earned net profit, before taxes, from 
major league operations alone, of $1,496,513. In 1955 it earned 
$1,284,949. 

This entire tabulation will be received in the record. 

(The tabulation appears at pp. 1297-1299.) 

The CHatrman. Our first witness today will be James B. Prender- 
gast, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Before I call Mr. Prendergast, I notice in the audience our dis- 
tinguished colleague from Texas, Mr. Kilday. 

Mr. Kild: ay, do you wish to testify or express any views ? 

Mr. Kinpay. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just have a very im- 
portant constituent that wanted to attend the hearing. 

The Cuarrman. Won't you sit up here with us? 

Mr. Kivpay. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If I may, I will remain 
here. 

The Cuarrman. And I notice our distinguished colleague, Congress- 
man Betts, is here. He is invited to sit with us if he cares to. 

Mr. Berrs. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have my cheering section 
here and I will stay with them. 

The Cuarrman. We will now hear from James Prendergast of 
Buffalo, N. Y., a former minor league baseball player. 

Mr. Prendergast, will you take your seat, please, and give your 
name, address, and your present occupation to the stenographer ? 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES B. PRENDERGAST, BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Mr. Prenpercast. My name is James B. Prendergast, 330 Fairfield 
Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. I work for the Williams Simon Brewery as a 
salesman. 

The CuarrMan. Before you testify, we note the absence of Mr. Yost, 
Mr. Roberts, and—I am sorry, we note they are just now coming in. 

Go ahead. We will call them directly after Mr. Prendergast. 

Mr. Sryeman. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Prendergast, you are here at the 
invitation of the subcommittee to tell us about some of your experi- 
ences in the minor leagues and briefly in the major leagues, as well; 
are you not ?¢ 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir 

Mr. Stneman. At one time you were a pitcher in the minor leagues; 
were you not ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercastr. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Stneman. In 1940, 1941, 1946, and 1947, you led your team in 
games won; is that not correct ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercast. I believe that is correct. It was 1946 and 1947 

led my team. I don’t know about 1940 and 1941. I was either a 
first or second pitcher on the club. 

Mr. Srneman. How many years did you play in minor league base- 
ball? 

Mr. Prenvercasr. I started in 1934. I only played 2 months in 
1934. In 1935 I played semiprofessional baseball and in 1936 I 
started my long career in the game, up until 1942, when I enlisted 
in the service for 4 years. I was in the Army. I came out in 1946. 
The Cincinnati Baseball Club bought my contract from the Little 
Rock Baseball Club at the end of 1941 and I reported to Cincinnati in 
1946. 

Mr. SiNeman. For a number of seasons you played in the Cuban 
League in winter baseball; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Prenpercasr. That is right, 2 years I was in the winter league. 

Mr. Stneman. I would like to show you some Cuban magazines 
here, having your picture on the cover, and ask you if you can identify 
them as being accurate reproductions or accurate copies of Cuban 
magazines published at the time you were playing in Cuba. 


we 
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Mr. Prenpercast. Yes; that is my picture on the cover and this is 
my picture, and I believe they have a story in here about me—here 
in this one; yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Then, would you say, it is fair to conclude that you 
were a fairly popular player in Cuba when you were playing there / 

Mr. Prenperaasr. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Stneman. I have here, too, an article from the Sporting News 
of August 13, 1947, entitled “P rendergast Iron Arm Braces Chief Hill 
Staff,” in which it states “Jim Prendergast promises to give Syracuse 
4 20-game season on the mound this year.” Would you identify this 
and tell the committee whether that refers to you when you were 
playing for that team ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercasr. Yes; that is my picture. The story is about two 
complete games I pitched for the Syracuse club. The reason I pitched 
them was, some of the pitchers were sick, had sore arms. They were 
short of pitchers. 

(The article is as follows:) 

[From the Sporting News of August 13, 1947} 


PRENDERGAST’S TRON ARM MAN Braces Curer Hitt StTArr—VICTOR oF 2 GAMES IN 
Day, SOUTHPAW SEEMS CERTAIN To REACH 20-WIN GOAL 


By Jack Durkin, Syracuse, N. Y. 


Adding an ironman stunt, July 26, against Rochester, Jim Prendergast 
promises to give the Syracuse Chiefs a 20-game season on the mound. Against 
the Red Wings, he permitted but 6 safeties in each game to triumph, 3 to 2 
and 4to3. In both instances the Chiefs came from behind to win. 

Jim equaled his 17-victory total of last season with a triumph over Toronto 
when he had 2 months of the season to go. At the time, the southpaw had lost 
10 decisions. 

Aside from being the top winner on the Syracuse staff, Jim also is the busiest 
boxman in the International League, having worked 191 innings in 27 games 
through August 2. Last year when he was one of the loop’s leading workhorses, 
Prendergast hurled 202 frames in 33 contests. 

Jim is the second hurler in the Chiefs’ 13-year history to win 2 games in 1 day, 
following Ray Starr, who subdued Toronto twice in 1936. 

The outright property of Syracuse, Prendergast, who had 2 brief spring flings 
with the Cincinnati Reds, had never attempted to win twice in 1 day during 
his 8 active years in organized ball until July 26. Perhaps, if Manager Jewel 
Ens had not been short of able-bodied hurlers on that day, he would still not 
have tried the double assignment. Jim isn’t particularly fast, but he employs 
his curve to maximum advantage and has excellent control of all his deliveries. 
He is a good hitter for a pitcher, as attested by his base-clearing triple which 
gave him his nightcap triumph on July 26. His homerun bag through July was 
two. 

Prendergast is a fighter at heart. As an infantry captain in World War II, 
he was sent through Austria to mop up some scattered resistance and fought 5 
days after the German surrender when communications were cut off. 

Born in Brooklyn, August 23, 1917, the 6-foot-1l-inch, 192-pounder spent 4 years 
in military service emerging in time to notch 17 wins for the Chiefs. 

Jim broke in with Bassetts of the Bi-State League in 1936 and saw subsequent 
service at Butler, Palatka, Augusta, Norfolk, Kansas City, Seattle, Hollywood, 
Birmingham, Binghamton, and Little Rock. 


Mr. Sineman. Thank you, sir. You are not now playing in organ- 
ized baseball; is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is correct. 

Mr. Stneman. Why is that ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Well, in 1951, when I returned from the Cuban 
League, I was tendered a contract by the Syracuse Baseball Club, with 
reduction in pay from $1,100 a month to $750 a month. 
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Mr. Sineman. Excuse me, sir. Is that $1,100 a month on a 12-month 
basis? 

Mr. Prenvercast. No; it is only for the season, which is about 434 
months. 

Mr. Sineman. So, that would have amounted to something like 
$5,000 for the entire season ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Around $5,300; that is right, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. You had been playing for that amount with Syra- 
cuse ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. And then, when you came back for the 1951 season, 
they tendered you a contract for how much ¢ 

Mr. PrenperGast. $750. 

Mr. Stneman. Which is about a 33-percent reduction ? 

Mr. Prenvereasr. Around 32 percent, I believe. 

Mr. Stneman. Yes, sir. Go ahead, please. 

Mr. Prenperaast. Well, I refused to take such a drastic cut, for the 
simple reason that, in 1946 and 1947, I was not given a raise and I had 
1 bad year in my whole career in baseball and ‘they wanted to cut me 
just about 33 percent. 

The Cuarrman. What year were you in the Army? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I was in the Army from 1942 to April 7, 1946. 

The Cuatmman. Did you enlist in the Army ? 

Mr. Prenperaasr. I enlisted in the Army April 1, 1942. 

The Cuamrman. What was your rank when you came out? 

Mr. Prenvercast. I went in as a private and came out as a captain. 

The Carman. As a captain? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. I was a combat leader in the Army of 
the United States. 

Mr. Srveman. You say you had difficulty with a salary cut? 

Mr. Prenpercasr. That is right. 

Mr. SrneMAN. aig did not sign a contract, then, for 1951? 

Mr. Prenpereast. I did not sign a contract for 1951, and I was sus- 
pended from organized baseball ‘and all of its affili: ates, including the 
Cuban League, which honors the reserve clause in the uniform 
contract. 

Mr. Stneman. So that, although you had been a very popular player 
in the Cuban League and had done very well there, you could no longer 
play in the Cuban League; is that right ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Streman. Even though that was outside the United States 
and didn’t compete with any American teams here? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. During the winter season—— 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right. It had no effect on summer base- 
ball whatsoever, but I still couldn’t play for the Cuban League in the 
winter months as long as I was suspended. 

Mr. Stveman. Are youstill suspended ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. My suspension was lifted in October of 
1953. 

Mr. Streman, In October of 1953 ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. That is right. That meant that it was too late to 
go down to the Cuban League because they had their teams already 
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icked and, of course, I was out 3 full years of summer baseball and 
3 full years of winter baseball. 

Mr. Stneman. At that time, would it have been practical for you 
to then secure a job with either a winter league or a summer league 
after you had been reinstated ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, because of my age at that time and the years 
I spent in service, it would have been a tough thing for me to try to 
get started again, especially after bucking the owners in baseball. 

ou are then known as a clubhouse lawyer. 

Mr. Stneman. What do you mean by “bucking the owners of 
baseball ¢” 

Mr. Prenpercast. Once you complain about anything in baseball, 
they never forget it, because it happened to me, and in the Yankee 
organization I had trouble there when I first signed in 1986. They 
promised me a bonus of $750 if I stayed with them until the end of the 
year, in their organization, and I never received that. I stayed with 
them. In fact, they didn’t get me out of the organization until] 1940 
and, of course, I was looking for every opportunity to get out of the 
Yankee organization, but I just couldn’t. I tried, through the com- 
missioner’s office, through the national association, but I couldn’t get 
anywhere, and, when I finally did get out, I went to Little Rock. 
They sold my contract to Little Rock, Ark., but the last club I was 
with in the Yankee organization was Binghamton, and the general 
manager at that time was Gene Martin and the Manager was Bruno 
Betzel, so Gene Martin told me I shouldn’t be writing letters to the 
commissioner. 

Mr. Stneman. Had you written a letter to the commissioner com- 
plaining about these matters? 

Mr. Prenveraast. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. And he told you that you should not be writing the 
commissioner ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That was Gene Martin that said that; yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Why did he say you should not write to the com- 
missioner ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. He said that I was a young ball player starting 
in, and I shouldn’t complain; that I shouldn’t write the commis- 
sioner; that I would get a bad name. So, in 1951, the general man- 
ager of the Syracuse Baseball Club arid the manager of the Syracuse 
Baseball Club were the same two men, Gene Martin and Bruno 
Betzel, and I ran into difficulty again, and I was suspended from 
baseball. So, I think they have a very long memory and a very long 
arm. They can reach all the way down into Cuba to keep you from 
playing baseball, and they can remember lots of things that happen. 

Mr. Stneman. Let’s go back to this 3-year suspension that you had. 
at that time you were unable to play baseball at all for 3 vears; is 
that right? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. And I suppose you had gotten pretty stale by the 
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end of those 3 years? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, I tried to obtain a semipro job in Homer, 
N. Y., which is outside Syracuse, but it so happens that the Homer 
Baseball Club is run by Dewey Griggs. He was then the Boston 
Braves scout. He is now a Milwaukee Braves scout. So, no matter 


where you go, you are bucking baseball, and then I tried to get a job 
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in Geneva, N. Y., and the manager of the baseball club was Barney 
Herne, the Cleveland scout, so I was stopped in that vicinity. 

My home at that time was Syracuse, N. Y., and I was stopped 
from playing semipro ball. 1 tried Homer, and I had already started 
a suit against organized baseball, and my lawyers got in contact with 
the baseball lawyers of the Syracuse ball club, and they said I had 
to have written permission to play semipro baseball. 1 believe I gave 
you a copy of that letter. 

Mr. Stneman. I want to go over this and make sure I understand 
it correctly. You had been suspended from organized baseball for 
failure to sign a contract which you considered was at a salary too 
low to support your family; is that right / 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. So, having been suspended, you then tried to get a 
job outside of organized baseball. in a semiprofessional league; is 
that right? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right. Dewey Griggs finally gave me 

a job for that summer, but only after we had written—after my 
siseeen had tried to contact the Syracuse Baseball Club. I never 
asked for permission, but Dewey Griggs got in contact with me, I 
would say about a month or so after, and he told me to come on over 
to Cortland and play, but I only played there that summer and after 
that I couldn’t get a job in semipro. 

Mr. Stneman. Did you try to play again with Dewey Griggs’ 
team ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. I did very well with them, too. I 
think I won about 7 ball games and lost 1, but I wasn’t rehired again 
for the next year. 

Mr. Stneman. Did you ask to be rehired ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Streman. And he refused to rehire you? 

Mr. Prenvercasr. Well, he didn’t answer me, that is all, which is, 
in my estimation, a refusal. 

The Cuamman. Why would they refuse to hire you? You were 
a winning pitcher, apparently. Was there anything else that mili- 
tated against you? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. 

The CHarrMan. Were you recalcitrant or were you obstreperous? 
In playing with the other players, did you harmonize with them ‘ 

Mr. Prenpvercast. I alw: ays harmonized with every ball club I ever 
was on, whether it was semipro or organized baseball. 

The Cuatrrman. Do you know any reason why they didn’t rehire 
you under those circumstances ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercasr. The only reason I can see was I was suspended 
by organized baseball. That is the only reason I could see. 

Mr. Sineman. I take it the main reason for this difficulty that you 
had in those years, 1951 through 1953, was because of the baseball 
reserve clause; is that right? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Streman. What are your views concerning the necessity for 
the reserve clause ¢ 

Let me preface that question by saying that testimony has been 
given here before this committee that baseball cannot exist without 
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the reserve clause and some reasons have been given for it. Do you 
agree with that judgment? - 

“Mr. Prenvercast. W ell, I believe that long-term contracts would 
help the game because if a ‘long- term contrac b was tendered to a ball- 

layer, it would make other good ballplayers that were coming up 
available to ball clubs that didn’t have so m: iny good ballplayers. 

What I have in mind is—take the Yankee organization. They have 
a terrific scouting system. They go out and they can pick a man 
right off the sandlots, right off the college campus, or go out and 
pick a man right out of high school and sign him up and everybody 

wants to play for the Yankees because they are always on top and 
they say that the reserve clause would hurt all organized baseball 
because the top team would have the best players. Well, it is hap- 
pening right now anyhow because everybody wants to play for the 
Yankees and the Yankees have the best scouting system in baseball. 

I think that if long-term contracts were given, they wouldn’t be able 
to hold all these ballplayers on the long-term contracts. 

The Cuatrman. How long a contract? 

Mr. Prenpercastr. Well, that would be up to the individual ball 
club, I believe. 

The Cuamman. Some suggestion has been made that the reserve 
clause be lifted after a certain number of years. 

Mr. Prenveraast. I didn’t hear that. 

The CHarrman. I say some suggestions have been made that the 
reserve clause be limited to a certain number of years. 

Mr. Prenperaast. I believe that would help. I have not really 
gone into it deeply, sir. 

Mr. Streman. What do you think are the views of the other minor 
league players that you have associated with on the reserve clause ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Well, it is just a way to restrain them, that is all. 
It is a weapon used by the owners—and I say it is a weapon because 
no matter where you play, such as in my case, and it happened to many 
others right in the country here, they can reach out, no matter where 
you play, and use the reserve clause to keep you from making your 
livelihood. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think baseball players in general might get 
a better break if something could be done to the reserve clause so as to 
reduce the power of this weapon in the hands of the owners and yet 
still insure that it would be practical to maintain baseball as we know 
it ¢ 

Mr. Prenvercasr. Well, I think that the best thing that could hap- 
pen to baseball is to take the power away from the owners from making 
the commissioner and making the executive committee—the ballplayer 
has nothing to say and he cannot give his side where he is going to get 
a just answer to it. Right now if we present a case, we have to present 
a case to the owners’ men and we have nobody else to go to. 

Mr. Stveman. Have you ever compl: ained about the reserve clause 
to the commissioner’s office ? 

Mr. Prenvereast. Yes, sir; I did. In 1951 I complained to George 
Trautman and also—that is the National Association out in Columbus, 
Ohio—and I also complained to the commissioner, Commissioner 
Chandler’s office, through Walter Mulbry. 

Mr. Sincman. Mr. Trautman, who was here last week, testified, in 
answering questions, that he had never received a complaint from any 



















1208 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


baseball player concerning the reserve clause. Are you sure you com- 
plained to Mr. Trautman ‘about that ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir; I talked to him on the phone. Maybe 
he has a poor memory now, but I complained to him. 

Mr. Stveman. About the reserve clause and about what it had done 
to your career ? 

Mr. Prenpereast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you know any other minor league players who 
have done the same thing? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Well, when a minor league player or any baseball 
player asks for his release, he is definitely complaining about the re- 
serve clause because the reserve clause holds him under the contract, so 
in my estimation anybody that asks for his release and is not given it is 
complaining about the reserve clause. 

Mr. Stnaman. Have many minor league players asked for releases, 
to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I know just on the Syracuse Club I know offhand 
of about 3, just on 1 club, and if I had kept a record over the period of 
years, I would probably have a pretty good file on them. I believe that 
if the National Association, which is the minor league that controls 
most of the baseball players, if their records were gone over, you would 
find out that there are quite a few suspended ballplayers, ballplayers 
that have been ees just like myself, and if that isn’t complaining 
about the reserve clause, I don’t know what is. 

The CuarrmMan. Does Mr. Trautman know when a request is made 
for release from a local minor league club? Is that information passed 
on to Mr. Trautman ? 

Mr. Prenpveraast. Yes, sir. The ball club keeps a copy of it and a 
copy is sent to the National Association and a copy is sent to the 
baseball player, what they are doing with him, whether they are 
suspending him or giving him his outright release or sending him to 
another club. 

Mr. Stneman. I would like to get back to the facts of your particu- 
lar experience in the minor leagues if we may, Mr. Prendergast. Has 
it been your experience that it is a frequent occurrence that minor 
league players transfer from club to club several times during a 
season ¢ 

Mr. Prenvercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. In other words, very often they keep moving them 

around from minor league club to minor league c lub 2 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. My record in the Yankee organiza- 
tion will prove that. 

Mr. Sineman. For example, in 1937, we have examined your 
record and it seems to indicate that you moved during that year 
from Augusta, Ga., to Palatka, Fla., and then back to August: 1, Ga., 
all in the same season : is that not correct ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. So you wound up the season playing for the same 
team you began with. 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. In the playing season of 1938, is it not correct that 
you were transferred back and forth between five different minor 
league clubs ? 
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Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. The Newark Baseball Club owned my 
contract in 1938. They optioned me out to Norfolk, Va., and I re- 
fused to go back to the same classification which I was at Augusta, 
which was the same classification as Norfolk was. They are in differ- 
ent leagues. Augusta was in the South Atlantic League and Norfolk 
was in the Piedmont League, class B league, at the time, so I was 
very successful at Augusta, and I refused to go back to Norfolk at 
the same classification. So they sent me to spring training with 
Kansas City. 

Now my contract was owned by Newark, optioned to Norfolk and 
I went down to Kansas City without a contract to spring training. 
I showed up well in spring training and they tendered me a Kansas 
City contract. After that the cut came from the Yankees in June 
of 1938 and they had an abundance of pitchers coming down—I would 
say maybe three or four—and they shipped me out to Seattle, Wash. 
This is all in 1938. 

I stayed with Seattle for a few weeks, in the Pacific Coast League, 
and then they sent me down to Hollywood in the same Pacific Coast 
League. I stayed with Hollywood for a few—I would say a month 
and a half to 2 months, and then they shipped me to Birmingham, 
Ala., in the Southern Association, so, as you see, they do ship ball 
plavers around. 

Mr. Stneman. During that 1 year, you moved from east coast to 
the west coast and back again, is that not correct ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. During all that moving, I assume that the clubs 
paid your personal transportation from club to club, did they not? 

Mr. Prenperaast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Did they pay you any expenses for moving your 
belongings or moving members of your family ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. I wasn’t married at the time; I was 
single. 

Mr. Stneman. If you had been married, would they have done that, 
do you know? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Not in the minor leagues, no, sir, and I don’t 
believe that in the major leagues they did so at that time either. Not 
until the ballplayers started jumping into the Mexico League and 
getting their own lawyers and everything else after the war, after they 
all started getting pushed around, did they come to some kind of agree- 
ment on the moving expenses. 

Mr. Stneman. In 1941, you were sold by Little Rock to the Cincin- 
nati Reds; is that right? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Streman. I would like to show you a spring training roster of 
the Cincinnati Reds for 1942 and ask you to identify it and tell me 
whether you appear on that spring training roster. 

Mr. Prenvereast. Yes, sir. My name is on—I believe it is page 4 
here, with my record in baseball. 

Mr. Stroman, Thank you, sir. 

I would like to read a bit from that before we place it in the record. 
You are listed here as James Prendergast, and your won-lost per- 
centage runs something like this: 1937, with the Augusta team, .571. 
You recall that win-loss percentage ? . 

Mr. Prenpereast. I didn’t hear it. 
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Mr. Stineman. Itis .571; won 8, lost 6. 

Mr. PrenpereGast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. In 1937 with Palatka, you won 8, lost 4. 

Mr. Prenveraast. My record that year for the complete year was 16, 
I believe, and 10. 

Mr. Srneman. I see. And then it goes on with your Little Rock 
averages, which are all about .500. 

I should like to offer this spring training roster of the Cincinnati 
Reds for 1942 for the record, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrman. It is received. 

(The document appears at pp. 1279-1296.) 

Mr. Stneman. Did you play with the Cincinnati Reds in 1942? 

Mr. Prenvercast. No, I didn’t. I was inthe Army. I enlisted. 

Mr. Stneman. Did you play in 1941? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, not with the Cincinnati Baseball Club. They 
bought my contract and, of course, the war came along and I enlisted 
April 1, 1942. 

Mr. Streman. You enlisted as a private? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. And then you served during the war and you were 
discharged in 1946 asa captain ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right. I believe it was April 6, 1946, as 
a captain. 

Mr. Stneman. Where did you go when you were placed on terminal 
leave as a captain? 

Mr. Prenpercast. In 1946 I went on terminal leave and I didn’t 
get off it until the 6th of April. I went on terminal leave around 
February. I don’t know the exact date, but I know that I was off 
it April 6, 1946. The Cincinnati Baseball Club had sent me a con- 
tract and I immediately reported to their spring training camp. I 
think it was February 22 

Mr. Stneman. Where was that? 

Mr. Prenpercast. At Tampa, Fla. 

Mr. Stneman. The reason you reported to the Cincinnati spring 
training camp is because they stil] owned your contract under the 
reserve clause; is that right? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right, sir 

Mr. Stneman. You had been placed on a national defense reserve 
list; is that right? 

Mr. Prenvereast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. And so you went back with the Cincinnati team. 
Now did you try out with them during spring training? 

Mr. Prenvereast. Yes, I pitched in, I think, 3 or t ball games and 
I don’t believe anybody scored against me but because of the fact that 
I was out—this Mr. Giles was then, I believe, president or vice presi- 
dent of the baseball club and—— 

Mr. Stnreman. Mr. Warren Giles? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. Mr. Warren Giles, now president of the Na- 
tional League and I believe it was around March 22 when we were 
having breakfast in the Floridian Hotel, he called me over and told 
me I was going to Syracuse. Of couse I didn’t like that because of 
my record in spring training. I thought it was good enough to war- 
rant staying with the club and because of the fact that the GI bill— 
I told them that the GI bill required him to keep me a year. Of course 
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the answer was that baseball had its own GI bill. They only had to 
keep a ball player 1 month. So I complained to the commissioner. 

Mr. Stneman. Excuse me, sir. 

The Cyatrman. Did I get you right? Did you say that the GI 
bill of rights applied only ‘for 1 month in baseball and 1 year outside 
of baseball ? 

Mr. Prenvercasr. Yes, sir; they have a stronger GI bill than I 
guess our Congress does. I don’t know. 
~ Mr. Stveman. This baseball “GI bill” was not a statute passed by 
the Congress, I take it. 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right. This was baseball’s “GI bill.” 

Mr. Stneman. This was baseball’s “GI bill” ? 

Mr. PrenverGast. That is right, the 1 month. 

Mr. Sineman. Are you saying that baseball had its own law that 

said it did not have to keep a player a year, but only 1 month? 

Mr. Prenpvereast. That is right. That is what I was told. 

Mr. Stneman. Did you ey that decision ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir, I did. I protested to the commissioner. 

Mr. Stneman. Did you protest to Mr. Giles ? 

Mr. PrenperGast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stineman. What did Mr. ( sig say / 

Mr. Prenpercast. He told me I had to go to Syracuse and that 
was all there was to it, that I had had my month there. I told him 
I was still in the Army and didn’t get out until April 6 and here I 
believe it was March 22 and I said that I am still in the Army and 
even if you do hold baseball GI bill, I still had a month after April 6, 
but even when I protested right to the commissoner, it didn’t do any 
good. 

Mr. Stneman. That was Commissioner A. B. Chandler in those 
days? 

Mr. PrenpverGast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stroman. What did the commissioner say ¢ 

Mr. Prenvercast. He told me—I called him, I believe. They own 
a lodge in Florida, which has a name similar to that. Now maybe I 
am wrong about that, but I talked to him on the phone and he told me, 
“Now, James, we are going to take care of all the servicemen. 

Well, 1 was taken care of. I had to report to Syracuse. 

Mr. Stneman. So then you went to Syracuse from Cincinnati. Was 
that under an optional agreement or outright assignment ? 

Mr. PrenperGast. No; I was under an optional agreement. 

Mr. Streman. Do you recall what your win-loss record was for 
1946, when you went to Syracuse ? 

Mr. Prenpereast. I believe I won 17 and lost 10. I really won 18, 
but they took a game away from me and it brought it down. It 
probably was right, but it brought it down to 17 and that was the most 
games won in that league, in the International. 

Mr. Stneman. That was the most games won that year in the Inter- 
national League ? 

Mr. PrenverGast. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Srveman. Do you recall what your salary was, approximately, 
then? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Eight hundred dollars a month. 

Mr. Stneman. Eight hundred dollars a month ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. That is for 484 months. 
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Mr. Stneman. That is about $3,500 or $4,000 per year; is that right? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. I tried to play winter baseball. Nat 
Strong’s office in New York City 

Mr. Srneman. Isthat the year 1946? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, 1946. I was paid under a monthly contract 
by the Cincinnati baseball club. I tried to play winter baseball. I 
had a job offered to me by Nat Strong, a booking agent in New York 
City, to go to Caracas, Venezuela, and I told them I would go. 

Mr. Stneman. That was for winter league baseball ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Winter league baseball, but Mr. Leo Miller, 
general manager of the Syracuse “club, told me that I would have to 
have permission from the Cincinnati baseball club and Mr. Warren 
Giles would not give me permission to play, even though I was paid 
by the month for 1946. I couldn’t go to Caracas. 

Mr. Stneman. Let me ask you this: You say you were on option to 
Syracuse from Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Then in that event, was not your contract a major 
league contract ? 

Mr. Prenpereast. Yes, sir, it was a major league contract. 

Mr. Stneman. And yet under that major league contract you were 
being pi aid only by the month and only for the playing season / 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. That is the usual practice in the minor leagues; is it 
not ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir, and at that time that was the usual 
practice in the major league. 

Mr. Srveman. But you were only getting paid for the playing 
season / 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. And did Mr. Giles give you any reason for refusing 
you permission to go play in the winter league in Venezuela at that 
time ‘¢ 

Mr. Prenperaast. No, sir, just that I couldn’t play down there and 
if I did, Mr. Miller told me that Mr. Giles said that I would be 
suspended, so rather than get suspended, I just didn’t go down. 

Mr. Stneman. [ take it you wanted to play Venezuelan baseball 
in order to supplement your income; is that right ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Were you married at the time? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. No, I wasn’t. 

Mr. Stveman. Did the Venezuelan playing season conflict in any 

way with the American major league or minor league playing season ! 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. It was the winter months. It had no 
effect on summer baseball at all. 

Mr. Stveman. Did the Venezuelan season end before spring train- 
ing, before the American teams started ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. So there was no conflict whatsoever so far as your 
duties were concerned in playing in winter league baseball? 

Mr. Prenperacast. No, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. And yet permission was refused ? 

Mr. Prenpereast. That is right, and at that time the South Ameri- 
can and Cuban clubs were not affiliated with organized baseball, but 
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they still could suspend you and that meant when you are suspended 
in organized baseball, that means that no other player can play 
against you that holds a uniform contract, otherwise he will assume 
the same suspension that you have. So that stops you from playing 
semipro ball or barnstorming at the end of the year against organized 
baseball players because the organized baseball players will ‘be sus- 
pended just like you are if you are on that list. 

Mr. SIneman. ‘Did you receive any correspondence from Mr. Giles 
concerning this matter in 1946 or 1947? 

Mr. Prenperaast. No, sir, but in 1947 I did receive a letter—on 
January 2 of 1947. It was very close to New Years—the day after 
New Years, I am almost positive it was, but in it he really undressed 
me. Hecalled me a Bolshevik and ev erything else. 

Mr. Stneman. Why did he call you a Bolshevik ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I don’t know. I think it was because of a little 
difficulty we had in spring training of 1946 and I think that was the 
whole thing. 

Mr. Stneman. You think it was because he was angry that you 
complained about your low salary ¢ 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right, because I was offered—They 
wanted me to play for $550 a month for Cincinnati in 1946, when 
I came out of service and I refused it and that is only for 5 months 
in the major league season and from all accounts that is what they 
were paying the baseball players during the war years. Some of 
them were just up there hanging around that couldn’t be drafted 
into service. That is about all they were paying them—peanuts— 
and I guess he wanted to pay me peanuts when I came out, and that 
is where they ran into trouble in organized baseball, too, because the 
ballplayers wouldn't take it. They started jumping into the Mexi- 
can League and everything else. 

Mr. Stneman. After receiving this letter from Mr. Giles calling 
you a Bolshevik, you were sold by the Cincinnati Reds outright to 
Syracuse; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Well, I wrote a very nice letter back, which he 
didn’t answer, but I told him that it should be water under the dam, 
everything that happened in 1946, and we should start out on account 
of the war years and everything, that we should start out anew, but 
he still sent me back the contract. He sent me a contract for $800 a 
month, the same salary I received in 1946, even after leading the In- 
ternation: al League and when you lead one of the top minor leagues 
in the country, you should get a raise, I believe. But I was not 
tendered a raise in 1947. So I told him that I would not play for 
Cincinnati unless I got a raise. But the raise did not come and I 
told him to sell my contract to some other major league ball club. 

Well, suddenly I was sold to Syracuse. I was optioned there in 
1946. Suddenly I was sold to Syracuse. Now with my record in 
the International League for 1946, surely there was some ball club 
in the major league that could have used me. 

Mr. Stneman. Excuse me for interrupting, Mr. Prendergast, but 
oa for the sake of the record, I think we should establish that the 

nternational League is a triple A league, is that not correct ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. I believe it was a double A at that time. That 
was the highest minor league at that time. 
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Mr. Stneman. But at that time it was the highest minor league 
andr ight under the majors? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes. There was only three leagues of that 
classification in the country: International League, American Asso- 
ciation and the Pacific Coast League. 

Mr. Stneman. But he did sell your contract outright to Syracuse ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Stveman. Do you know why that was done? 

Mr. Prenpercast. W ell, I guess it all went back to 1946 and from 
that letter of January 2 ,1947. I guess he still had it in for me and 
that is what happended. 

Mr. Stneman. Four years later in 1950 you were still playing with 
Syracuse; is that right ? 

Mr. PrenperGast. Well, I led the International League again in 
1947. I won 20 ball games that year. I believe I pite hed the most 
complete games and probably the most innings and everything else, so 
my contract was sold to Boston Braves, now the Milwaukee Braves, but 
at that time they were the Boston Braves, so I reported to Billy South- 
worth’s baseball club at Bradenton, Fla., in 1948. I only started 2 
ballgames with them and I won 1 and lost 1 and I felt as though they 
could have started me in more ball games. They used me in relief 
when the other pitchers were getting pounded around; they put me in 
then. They sold me to Milwaukee, who was then in the American 
Association, and I led that club from July on. 

I was the top pitcher on that ball club. So the end of the year 1948, 
I was still with Milwaukee, and in 1949 I started off with Milwaukee 
and in the middle of 1949 they sold my contract back to Syracuse of 
the International League and I stayed with Syracuse from 1949, from 
the middle of 1949 until the end of 1950, and that was the end of my 
professional baseball career, if you can call it that. 

Mr. Strneman. In 1950, you were playing with Syracuse. Did they 
offer you a contract for the 1951 playing ses ason ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. They offered me a contract, yes, sir. I said that 
before, I believe. They offered me a contract at $750 and I refused 
to sign the 33 percent cut. I started legal action after. I went right 
up from the general manager of the ball club, right up on into the 
commissioner's office. I couldn't get any place, so I started a suit 
against them and after I started the suit—my home town then was 
Syracuse. I married a Syracuse girl and I made my hometown Syra- 
cuse—they sold my contract after I started the legal suit. They sold 
it to Beaumont, Tex., and—I correct that. They optioned my con- 
tract to Beaumont, Tex., and Beaumont sent me a contract for $650 a 
month. If I wouldn’t sign for $750 a month, why would I sign for 
$650 a month? The only reason they did this was to make me look 
bad in my hometown. Thatis all. 

Mr. Streman. At this time you had a family; is that right? 

Mr. Prenpercast. We had three children at that time and my wife 
was pregnant for the fourth child and I didn’t know what to do during 
contract negotiations, if you can call it that. Back and forth I wrote 
letters to the Syracuse club—back and forth—and in the meantime I 
had no job. There was no money coming in and we had started on a 
large family. The bills were piling up and here | was—-I didn’t know 
whether to take a job or what to do; were they going to sell my contract 
or weren't they? Were they going to compromise with me or weren’t 
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they? Finally the bills kept piling up and my wife got so nervous 
and ev erything y and my wife lost the baby at that time. 

Mr. Sincman. At the time that you had this large family, was that 
when they reduced your contract 33 percent ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. And then down even further? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir; to about 50 percent. 

Mr. Stneman. From $1,100 a month to $650 a month, at a time 
when apparently you needed the money badly. Did you have any 
other source of income? 

Mr. Prenveraast. No, sir; none. I would like to point out here, 
too, that after talking to Walter Mulbry—I couldn’t talk to the 
commissioner; the commissioner was having his troubles at the time 
with the owners, I believe, and he was out of his office. I talked to 
Walter Mulbry and he told me that they couldn’t cut my salary that 
much; that he would talk to the baseball lawyers. 

So finally he called me and told me that they could cut my salary. 

I said, “Well, what percent can they cut it?” 

He said, “Well, there is no percent; there is no limitation to it.” 

I said, “Well, they can cut my salary 99 percent and I have to 
take it.” 

He said, “Well, they wouldn’t do that.’ 

I said, “W ell, they have a pretty cad piece of that 99 percent 
right now,” which they did. 

He said, “Well, you knew you signed this contract with the reserve 
clause in it.” 

[ said, “Well, look Mr. Mulbry, you cannot sign a contract unless it 
has the reserve clause in it.” 

He said, “Well, you knew you signed it, anyhow. Why don’t you 
go out there and try to come to some agreement with the Syracuse 
Baseball Club? Tell them that you will work on the bonus clause, 
if you go good, and everything else, for 1951.” 

So 1 proceeded to go out to see Mr. Martin, the general manager 
of Syracuse Baseball Club, and I figured, all right, there is no alter- 
native but to go out and give in to them complete sly, so when I went 
out he told me, he said, “No, you missed spring training, ” and he 
said, “We are not going to put you on the payroll until you are in 
shape.” He said, “W hen Mr. Betzel says you are in shape, Mr. Hoff- 
man has to say you are in shape also (who i is the president of the ball 
club), and I have to say you are in shape. 

I said, “Well, when am I going to get on the payroll?” 

He said, “When we figure that you would be in shape.” 

[ said, “Well, this could last all year then.” 

He said, “Well, that is the way you have to sign this contract.” 

So, of course, I didn’t, and I started my suit against them. 

Mr. Stveman. Then you went into some other line of business, I 
take it / 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, then I started selling beer. 

Mr. Stneman. You gave up your baseball career? 

Mr. PrenperGast. Yes, sir. They gave me up. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you believe the kind of difficulties you had 
unique ¢ 

Mr. Prenvereast. I believe that there is a load of ballplayers that 
were suspended because of the powers of the owners of baseball. Thev 
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are brutal in the way they handle ballplayers in the minor leagues, 
especially, because that is where the biggest participants are—right 
in the minor league. 

Mr. Stnamax. What do you think can be done to help make baseball 
fairer to the minor-league players 

Mr. PRENDERGAST. W ell, you il have to take all the controls aw “ay 
of appointing the commissioner. In my estimation, you have to give 
the ballplayer someplace to go to plead his case and someplace where 
he is going to get a just decision on his case. 

Mr. SINGMAN. Do you think that a baseball player does not get a 
just decision now ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercastr. Absolutely not; 100 percent not. He doesn't. 

Mr. Sineman. Not even when he goes to the commissioner ? 

Mr. Prenvercasr. No, sir. After all, the commissioner isn’t going 
to bite the hand that feeds him, and the owners make him. 

Mr. Srxeman. What do you mean by that? 

Mr. Prenveraasr. Well, the commissioner is appointed solely by the 
owners. 

The CuairMan. That is, the owners of the 16 ball clubs of the 2 
major leagues? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. Well, they control all baseball anyhow, 
the owners of the major league. They have the biggest percentage. 
They have all the votes in the minor le: agues. They have the biggest 
percentage of the votes in the minor leagues; let me put it that way, 
because they control the biggest percent. 

Mr. Srneman. You say the 16 major-league club owners not only 
select the commissioner, but also control the minor leagues pretty 
much ¢ 

Mr. Prenvercast. Yes, sir, and the executive committee. When you 
cannot come to an agreement with the baseball club that you are deal- 
ing with, you have to go to the national association and then to the 
executive committee, and they are all appointed by the owners or they 
are owners themselves. 

Mr. Sineman. Do you think that, if some device could be produced 
that would permit the players to have a voice in selecting the com- 
missioner, that might improve the situation / 

Mr. PRENDERGAST. Definitely. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think that the minor leagues, either the 
minor-league owners or the minor-league players, should have a right 
to help select the commissioner / 

Mr. Prenpereast. I think all organized baseball players should 
have something to say about who is going to deal them out decisions; 
yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Then you think that, if the commissioner were ap- 
pointed on a re presentative basis and were more independent, the base- 
ball players would get. a fairer break ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercasr. They definitely would. 

Mr. Stveman. And particularly the minor-league players? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. That is where your biggest percentage 
of baseball players are. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you believe that some changes might be made in 
the minor-league players’ contracts to improve it? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, they should live up to it. The owners 
make it. They should live up to it. They don’t live up to the regu- 
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lations in it. The regulations state that they are supposed to pay 
you meal money, your expenses on the road, and they don’t do that. 
In 1946, as a good example—I had nothing to do with it, but the ball- 
players on the 1946 Syracuse ball club got up a petition claiming that 
the meal money that they were receiving on the road was not 
sufficient. 

Mr. Stincman. How much were they getting? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. Three dollars a day. 

Mr. Sineman. Three dollars a day for food? That was in 1946? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes sir. 

The CuHarrMan. How did the minor league players go from city to 
city ; by bus or by trans ¢ 

Mr. Prenvercast. That arrangement is made by the ball club, and 
you go at the time they tell you. In other words, if you are traveling 
from. Syracuse to Buffalo, all the transportation is taken care of, and 
the hotel is taken care of, but your meals are not, and, also, your 
transportation to and from the hotel is not taken care of. They give 
you an allotment, or they did at that time, of $3 a day to eat on, 
for transportation to and from the ball park, and dry ‘cleaning or 
laundry or anything else that you have, or tip money. That is all 
included in the $3 a day, and, of course, in the International League 
you are staying at, I would say, either the top or next to the top 
hotel, and you can oe get about 1 meal out of that $3, and you have 
to dig into your poc ‘ket to pay the additional expenses on ‘the road 
trip. 

Now, we brought that up. I didn’t bring it up; like I say, I had 
nothing to do with it. I signed the petition, though stating that we 
should ¢ get more meal money. 

Now, the Baltimore club, they were in the International League at 
the time, and they were getting $5 a day. Syracuse was getting $3 
a day, and the ball players wanted more money. So they gave the 
petition to the general manager of the ball club, Leo T. Miller. 

Now, Mr. Miller, he came down and had a meeting with all of the 
ball clubs. He said, “Now, we have nothing to do with this meal 
money. It is a fixed amount made by the league, the president of 
the league, Mr. Shaughnessy.” 

So, of course, it was pointed out to him that the regulations in the 
a ts stated that the club fixed the meal money and the club had 

) pay the meal money and all expenses on the road, and it was 
wet atnt out that the Baltimore club was getting $5 a day. So the 
result was we got another dollar added, a dollar per day added to it, 
and I believe the Baltimore club, their meal money was reduced from 
$5 to $4. We hurt them, too. 

The Cuarman. When you traveled at night, did you travel by 
bus ? 

Mr. Prenpercastr. No; by pullman. 

The Cuarrman. Pullman? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. Only when it was necessary, though. 
Sometimes we traveled from Montreal to Syracuse by bus, when they 
could arrange it. 

Mr. Stneman. Pullman is the means of transportation for only the 
top minor league clubs, isn’t that so? The lower minor league 
clubs would prob: ably use busses, is that not correct ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Just the bus service; that is right. 
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Mr. Stxeman. Do you believe that the minor league contract should 
contain a provision giving players disability pay for the entire season 
if they should be injured while playing ? 

Mr. Prenvereast. I believe that if they are injured in the game, the 
game should take care of them, yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you know what they get now if they are injured 
in the game? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir; I don’t have any idea. I never was on 
the injured list in all of the time I was playing. 

Mr. Stneman. When a team releases you, lets you go in the middle 
of a season, do they pay you anything or give you any notice? 

Mr. Prenvercast. No, sir. At one time they didn’t even pay you 
transportation home. In other words, if you lived in Brooklyn, which 
I did when I first started out, and say 

The Cuatrman. You did sound famili: ir to me. 

Mr. Prenvercast. When I was playing with Hollywood, if they 
released me at that time, that would have been just tough luck if I 
didn’t have my transportation. 

Mr. Streman. You would have had to go from Hollywood all the 
way home? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir; with the thumb, too, because I wasn’t 
making enough money to pay for my transportation. 

Mr. Stneman. Do they have to give you notice? 

Mr. PrenperGast. Yes; about 5 seconds. 

Mr. Stneman. Under the major league contract, the team has to give 
players, I believe, 30 days severance pay. Do you think the minor 
league contract should have that kind of provision in it? 

Mr. Prenpercasr. Yes, sir; I believe they should. It should have 
something in it. 

Mr. SINGMAN. Do you think it might be possible for a minor league 
player’s pension fund to be started ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercast. Well, there are enough players in the minors and 
there are enough teams in the minors to start one. 

Mr. Stneman. Of course most of the teams in the minor leagues lost 
money. Do you have any idea how they might collect enough money 
to start a pension fund going? 

Mr. Prenvereast. Probably the same way the majors did, just by 
adding on the ticket cost. I believe that is the w ay they started it. 

The CHAIRMAN. They would get less attendance, wouldn't they? 
There is great difficulty in filling the minor league baseball parks; 
they suffer from lack of funds, generally. Aren't these improvements 
rather difficult for the minor leagues to achieve because of the lack of 
funds ? 

Mr. Prenpereast. I believe that is so. I think that the minor 
leagues have been dealt a terrific blow when the major leagues started 
telev ising their games and I think that is what hurt them. 

The Cuarmman. Do you think that the major leagues might well 
contribute to helping the minor leagues put in these i improvements ? 

Mr. Prenpereast. Well, I think they should because they control 
most of the minor leagues anyhow. 

Mr. Stveman. Just one more question, Mr. Prendergast. Do you 
know if any attempts were made to organize a minor league baseball 
players’ federation or association ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. I don’t get you. 
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Mr. Srneman. A minor league baseball players’ association that 
would represent the interest of the players in the minor leagues. 

Mr. Prenpereast. Do I know of any? 

Mr. Sineman. Do you know of any attempt having been made to 
start something like that when you were in the minor leagues? 

Mr. Prenpercast. W ell, no. All I remember is when I “believe a 
lawyer from Boston—Murphy—tried to organize the major league 
baseball players and of course, I was with the Syracuse ball club at 
the time and Mr. Leo Miller came down and they were discussing 
it, about this Murphy. He is a man out of the game and why should 
everybody listen to him and everything, and I think he was just 
spreading propag randa along that line, sort of just get that out of the 
ball players’ minds; that is all. They don’t want anything like that. 

Mr. Stneman. That is all. Thank you very much. 

The CuHarrman. Mr. Rodino? 

Mr. Roprno. No questions. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Rogers? 

Mr. Rogers. No questions. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Keating? 

Mr. Kratine. Mr. Prendergast, when did you first contact this 
committee about testifying here? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Oh, I believe that was about 3 weeks ago. I 
don’t know. You have the letter there. 

Mr. Keatine. Did you write some letters to this committee? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I wrote a letter stating that I would like to 
testify, yes, sir. 

Mr. Keatrnc. When did you do that? 

Mr. Prenvercastr. Three or four weeks ago. 

Mr. Kerattnc. You have a lawsuit pending now, don’t you, against. 
some baseball interest ? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. Yes, sir, I do. 

Mr. Kratinc. What is the nature of that lawsuit? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Well, we lost out. I had one in the Federal 
court in the northern district of New York and, of course, the decision 
by the Supreme Court knocked that out. 

Mr. Keatinc. You complaint was dismissed in that suit; is that 
right? 

Mr. Prenvercast. I believe it was, I don’t know whether it was 
or not. 1 couldn't tell you, but I know we had one and it was pending 
on the outcome of the decision in the Supreme Court, so from all ac- 
counts I guess it was dismissed because of the valine of the court. 
Then we started an action in New York State and under the New 
York State laws about the Cuban baseball because they prevented 
me from playing winter baseball when I had the opportunity. 

Mr. Keatrnc. Who are the defendants in that lawsuit ? 

Mr. PrenverGast. Sir? 

Mr. Keatine. Who are you suing in that case ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. The Syracuse Baseball Club and the commis- 
sioner’s office. 

Mr. Keatine. And that is pending in Syracuse ? 

Mr. PrenvercGastr. That is pending in New York City, I believe, sir. 

Mr. Keartrna. In the supreme court in New York City? 

Mr. PrenverGast. Yes, the State supreme court. 

Mr. Keatrne. And that has not yet been tried ? 
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Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. They had pretrial examination of the 
commissioner and myself. 

Mr. Keatine. And you have testified in pretrial examination ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Keattne. Pretty much along the line you testified here today? 

Mr. Prenveraast. I answered all the questions, yes, sir—I believe. 

Mr. Keratrnc. Well, it involved the same matters that we are 
bringing up here today, didn’t it ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, I don’t believe all of the matters you 
brought up here today were mentioned in that testimony; no, sir. 

Mr. Kratrnc. Much of which vou testified here today is what your 
complaint is based on in that lawsuit ; isn’t it ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir: as far as the Cuban situation was con- 
cerned. 

Mr. Keatinc. And how many lawsuits have you started in all 
against various people in baseball during your career ? 

Mr. PrenperGcast. Just these two, sir. 

Mr. Keatine. Just the two? 

Mr. Prenvereast. That isall, sir. 

Mr. Keatine. You didn’t start one then back in 1951 ? 

Mr. Prenvereast. In 1951; yes, sir. That is when I was suspended 
from baseball. 

Mr. Kratinc. That was the one in Federal court ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Keratinc. You have had a good deal of trouble with various 
ball clubs; haven’t you ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. 

Mr. Kratrne. You had trouble with Syracuse. 

Mr. Prenvereast. Only through the Cincinnati organization. 

Mr. Kratine. You had trouble with Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Keatinc. You had trouble with Boston ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. 

Mr. Kerattne. I thought you said that Boston didn’t start you in 
as many games as rey thought they should have. 

Mr. PRENDERG ast. I said I felt that way. I didn’t have trouble 
with them, though, sir. 

Mr. Keratine. You didn’t bring that to their attention ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir. I told Southworth that I felt as though 
I should have stayed with the ball club, but I accepted going to 
Milwaukee Baseball Club as one of those things. They had signed a 
pitcher who was now one of the top pitchers in the National League, 
Antinelli, to a bonus contract and I was the fellow most likely to go 
and they shipped me out for Johnny Antinelli, but I accepted that 
and I was very pleased in the Boston organization, under Mr. Perini 
and Mr. John ‘Quinn, the way they handled everything, and the same 
way with Little Rock Baseball Club. It was a very happy experience. 

Mr. Kratrne. You always got along all right with everybody ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir; always. 

Mr. Keating. You never had any trouble with any of your team- 
mates ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. No, sir. I was only fined once in my whole 
baseball career, thrown out of a ball game once in my whole ‘baseball 
career and that happened in Columbus, Ohio. It was during one 
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of the games and one of the ballplayers called me something and 
I picked him up on it and we missed each other and we were thrown 
out of the game; that is all. 

Mr. Keatine. This material that you have identified from the 
Cuban magazine and this clipping and so on, were these furnished by 
you to the committee ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir. I brought them down to show them 
that I wasn’t just another ballplayer. I was definitely a top minor 
league start, if you want to call me that, and top minor league 
pitcher. 

Mr. Keatinc. How many letters did you write to our committee? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Two, sir. 

Mr. Keating. And you have written some letters to the commis- 
sioner’s office from time to time? 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Keattne. Complaining of the treatment that you received 
from these various clubs? 

Mr. Prenpereast. In the Yankee organization and Cincinnati 
organization, not in the Boston organization or while I was with 
Little Rock’s independently owned ball club. You do have some 
good owners in baseball, sir. I point that out. I don’t want you to 
think that I am complaining about everyone in the game. I am not. 
There are just a few that are making it rough. 

Mr. Keatine. Just the ones you worked for? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, no, sir. I said in Little Rock, sir, I said 
they were very nice people. All of the ballplayers got along fine 
with them and the same way in the Boston organization, while I was 
with the Boston Braves, and also with the Milwaukee Ball Club. 

Mr. Keating. You got along fine with the management there; did 
you not ‘ 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir; they didn’t push you around; they 
didn’t give you any cause to—— 

Mr. Keatine. How many ball teams in all have you played for? 

Mr. Prenvercast. In the Yankee organization, sir, I have seen the 
country. If you want me to give you a quick rundown on them 

Mr. Keating. Well, could you approximate? Would it be 20 or 
30 teams ? 

Mr. PrenpvereAst. I would say around 20. 

Mr. Keattne. At least 20? 

Mr. Penpereast. I might point out that I was a ee fast- 
bal] pitcher when I started and that is why they held on to me. That 
is why they wouldn’t give me a release, the Yankee organization. 
With the Yankee organization I made probably 15 of those 20 clubs 
I mentioned. 

Mr. Keratrne. In 1 organization, and at least 5 outside of the 
Yankee organization ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir; at least five. 

Mr. Keatine. Well, Mr. Prendergast, are most ballplayers passed 
around from one club to another as much as you were? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, they are passed around. I don’t say as 
much as I was. I loved to play baseball. I still love the game. 

Mr. Katine. Did it ever occur to you that there might be some 
particular reason why you were transferred so much from one team 
to another ? 
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Mr. Prenvercast. The only reason I can think was a coverup in the 
Yankee organization, sir. That is the only reason. 

The Cuatrman. Any questions? 

Mr. Miuter. Yes. 

Mr. Prendergast, getting back to this reference which you made 
to the GI bill, baseball’s own GI bill, what was the answer to that! 
What did Mr. Giles or whoever it was say at that time in regard to 
the GI bill? 

Mr. Prenvereast. I brought up the GI bill. The fact that I was 
in the Army at that time they wanted me to go to Syracuse. That 
happened in 1946, around, I think, March 22. I br ought that up, that 
I was in the Army and then under the GI bill I believed I should 
have stayed with their ball club 1 year. He said baseball had its own 
GI bill and that was that they only had to stay with the ball club 1 
month and I had my 1 month and I had to go to Syracuse. 

Mr. Mitter. Who was it that told you that? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Mr. Warren Giles. 

Mr. Mintzer. Who told you that under the GI bill the baseball 
club had to carry its players on a roster for a year, whether they could 
catch a ball or pitch a winning game or anything else ? 

Mr. Prenvercastr. That is what we assumed. 

Mr. Mituer. Who assumed ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercasr. The servicemen talking. The men that came 
out of the service, the baseball players, we assumed that. 

Mr. Miiter. Who besides you? Name some? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, I can’t. It was just a discussion. I 
couldn’t pick out anyone. 

Mr. Miter. Actually the courts decided otherwise on that issue; 
didn’t they ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. I don’t know, sir. 

Mr. Mitter. Well, now, let me take you back to your testimony 
concerning your best year in baseball. That was 1947, when you 
won 20 games for Syracuse / 

Mr. Prenpercasr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mier. Now, I take it that like in most cases, as a result of 
your record of that year, you were then promoted the following year 
to a major league club; were you not ? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Minirr. And, as a matter of fact, Syracuse, the very team that 
you have been talking about here so na this morning, sold your 
contract to a major league team; right ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Muuzer. And you reported to the Boston Braves in 1948, and I 
presame you were in spring training with them? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right. 

Mr. Mitirr. And you started the season with them ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is right. 

Mr. Mitzier. And you won 1 game and lost 1 game? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. That is right. 

Mr. Minter. And you pitched some in relief? 

Mr. Prenvereast. That is right. 

Mr. Miter. Now, then, at that point you were traded or your 
contract was optioned from the Boston Braves to a minor-league team ? 
Mr. Prenpercast. To their Milwaukee farm club. 
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Mr. Mitzer. To their Milwaukee farm club? 

Mr. Prenvereast. I was sold. 

Mr. Mriter. Were you a good looking, fast ball pitcher at that 
time ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir, I wasn’t. I was a control pitcher. 

Mr. Mirter. Would you not presume that Boston, at that time, 

was interested in maintaining the services of the best pitchers it could 
get during the year 1948? 

Mr. Prenpereasr. I hoped that was their idea on it. 

Mr. Miizer. Do you have any quarrel over the fact that under the 
reserve system you did reach the big league in 1948? 

Mr. Prenpercastr. Yes, but I didn’t reach it in 1947. 

Mr. Mutter. But you reached it in 1948, as a result of your record 
in 1947? 

Mr. PrRENpDERGAST. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mitter. And you got an opportunity to pitch in the big league 

1948 ? 

Mr. Prenveraastr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mitter. But you weren’t retained? 

Mr. Prenpercast. That is right. 

Mr. Mitrer. This letter you received from Mr. Giles calling you a 
Bolshevik, have you given that letter to the committee ¢ 

Mr. PrenpverGast. No, I haven't. 

Mr. Mitier. Do you have it? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. No, sir, I can’t find it. I believe Mr. Giles will 
have it in his records. 

Mr. Mitter. Are you familiar with the present baseball situation 
in B g: ilo, the International League team of Buffalo? 

PRENDERGAST. Sir 

Mi Mitier. Are you familiar with the present baseball situation 
in Buffalo, the International League team of Buffalo? 

Mr. Prenvercasr. Not too well, sir. 

Mr. Mitier. Do you know whether or not they are making any 
money at all? 

Mr. Prenpercast. | believe they are making money this year. 

Mr. Mitier. But it actually is a municipal proposition ; isn’t it? I 
mean they sold shares of stock to the residents of the city of Buffalo 
to keep the team going. 

Mr. Prenpercasr. Yes, sir, I know that much. 

Mr. Mitirr. That is all. 

Mr. Kearine. I just want to make a comment before you question 
him. I don’t have any objection to this witness, Mr. Chairman, com- 
ing here and airing his grievances, but I think we must be extremely 

careful, as we had to be in the television inquiry, not to try the issues 
in this lawsuit in this hearing. The defendants in that case, of course, 
will have to be heard and this witness, if he gets satisfaction out of 
appearing as a witness twice, I have no objection to it, but I don’t think 
we ought to pay much attention to something that is now the subject 
of a lawsuit in New York C ity. 

The Cuarrman. I must answer that this way: This is a broad in- 
quiry. We didn’t seek this inquiry ; it was caused, as you know, by the 
Supreme Court decisions which were inc onsistent, one with the other. 
Therefore, we have to go on with it and examine every nook and corner 
of baseball so that we can legislate intelligently. 
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Now, of course, we don’t wish to interfere with any lawsuit that 
may be pending. We don’t want to advance or retard the plaintiff's 
or ee cause in any way whatsoever. But I can perceive that 
if we carry your principle to an extreme, then conceivably the com- 
mittee would be stymied and balked by the mere filing of a lawsuit. 

Mr. Krattna. Oh, this lawsuit has been going on a ‘long time. This 
witness just wanted to come and tell his story r about his lawsuit. 

The Cuatrman. I said that conceivably we could be stymied by 
the starting of a lawsuit and we would get nowhere. I think that 
the questions that have been propounded this morning are proper 
and germane. I don’t think they went too far and this man just 
told his story in a straightforward way. 

I want to ask you this question, Mr. Prendergast: Mr. Trautman 
testified before this committee in 1951, as follows: 

I am reading from page 169 of the record of hearing: 

Some players signed as many as 7 or 8 contracts in a season. They go to 
different clubs, and every time they do, they must sign a new contract. 

Mr. KEATING. You mean they are released by a club? 

Mr. TRAUTMAN. No. An option player going from Washington to Chat- 
tanooga must sign with the Chattanooga club. 

aunt KEATING. And all those contracts must be filed under the rules in your 
office 

Mr. TRAUTMAN. That is right. Every movement of the player must be 
recorded. 

It is rather strange that Mr. Trautman testified a little differently 
than you did whi he was here the other day. 

It may be necessary to bring Mr. Trautman back so as to try to 
reconcile his point of view on it. 

Are there any other questions ? 

Mr. Prerce. Yes, sir, I would like to ask a few. 

Mr. Prendergast, in 1936, after you had a year with the Yankee 
organization, you asked for a release; did you not? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. And then after you were with the Yankees for 
while, in 1939 you wrote a number of letters to the National Associa- 
tion and to the commissioner’s office about being shipped around so 
much; is that right ? 

Mr. Prenpveracast. That is right. 

Mr. Prerce. And after World War II, when you reported to Cin- 
cinnati at Tampa, you claim that you did very well in spring practice; 
is that right ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. And on that basis, and on the basis of the GI bill, you 
claim that you should have stayed with that club? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. Evidently some of the management thought other- 
wise; is that true? 

Mr. Prenvercast. At that time Mr. Giles was the only one that 
thought otherwise, because the day that he told me I was to go to 
Syracuse, Bill McKechnie, the manager of the ball club, was going 
to pitch me against the Cleveland ball club over at Clearwater and 
he didn’t know the talk I had with Mr. Giles because I met him out 
at the clubhouse, and he told me—he said, “Well, you are going to 
start the ball game against Cleveland.” So when we got over to 
Clearwater, Mr. McKechnie and Mr. Giles had a talk at the end of 









ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 1225 


the stand and instead of pitching in the game, I started batting 
practice. 

Mr. Pierce. So they decided you should go to Syracuse at that 
point; is that right ? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. Yes, sir. Mr. McKechnie had 

Mr. Pierce. Well, that is the question. 

Mr. Prenvercasr. Yes, he talked with me. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, are you aware that the courts have subsequently 
decided that problem of how long a ball club has to keep a ballplayer 
returning from service ¢ 

Mr. Prenvercast. No, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Well, for you information they only have to keep such 
a player a reasonable time in order that he may have a reasonable 
tryout so that the club can decide whether he is good enough to keep. 
They do not have to keep him a year. 

Mr. Prenpercast. I wasn’t even out of the service at the time. I 
told him I wasn’t out of service until the 6th of April. I was stall 
in the service. I was on my terminal leave when they shipped me 
to Syracuse. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think 1 month was a reasonable time? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Well, if it was a reasonable time to look at a 
fellow and judge whether he should go to the minor league—in my 
ease, I did very well in spring training with the Cincinnati ball club 
and there was no reason to ship me to Syracuse at that time. 

Mr. Prerce. Mr. Prendergast, are you telling this committee that 
Cincinnati or any other ball club is not anxious to get the very best 
talent it possibly can ¢ 

Mr. PrenpverGast. No, sir; I am not telling you that. 

Mr. Prerce. Well, then, they must have thought they had the very 
best. They haven’t got anything personally against you, have they, 
Mr. Prendergast? 

Mr. Prenvercast. No, sir; I don’t believe they did. It was just 
the fact that all of the ballplayers came back from the service and 
they had a number of ballplayers. 

Mr. Prerce. So the competition was stiffer, is that right, and the 
choices were more difficult ? 

The Cuarrman. Yes, but don’t you think the ball owners should 
have exercised a little more—how shall I put it—charity to men who 
had been in the service, men like yourself who went in as a private 
and came out as a captain? 

Mr. Prenvercast. That was my whole point. I wasn’t looking 
for charity at that time because my record in spring training was 
excellent. 

Mr. Keatrna. Maybe there were others who were better. 

Mr. Prenvercast. I doubt it, sir. I think if the records of that 
spring training could be produced, the games I played in, I don’t 
think there was another pitcher—maybe 1 or 2 other pitchers on that 
ball club did better than I did in the whole spring training. 

Mr. Prerce. Let me ask you this: You admit, do you not, that these 
ae erage are trying to get the very best ballplay ers they can? They 

vant to win a pennant if they possibly can; isn’t that true ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, but you are losing my point. My point is 
this: Mr. McKechnie didn’t know anything about it. It was the front 
office that was doing it. That was my big kick. 
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Mr. Srneman. Mr. Chairman, I think I can clear up the ambiguity 
that has been raised by the last few questions. 

The Cuarrman. I don’t see the ambiguity. I think it is clear to me, 
but go ahead. 

Mr. Stveman. Mr. Prender gast, it is true, is it not, that you were 
playing with the Cincinnati feds during the spring season and did 
not lose a game during that spring training season? Is that not 
correct ¢ 

Mr. PrenverGast. That is correct, and I believe nobody scored on 
me in the games I played. 

Mr. Sineman. Nobody scored on you? 

Mr. Prenvereast. That is right. 

Mr. Stneman. So your earned run average was 0.00, is that right ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. The next question isthis. Is it not true you were told 
by Mr. Giles that the only reason he was sending you to Syracuse was, 
not because he wanted to get rid of you but, although there was some- 
body else he preferred to send, he could not do so because he couldn’t 
get waivers on him? Is that not correct? 

Mr. Prenpereast. That is right. He mentioned the ballplayer’s 
name, and his name was George Bur po. 

Mr. Keating. Now, Mr. Chairman, I am prepared to protest. I 
understand on Friday, when I was not here, the same thing occurred 
as has occurred now. Counsel on the other side was per mitted, nobody 
interrupted them when they were going through their questions. The 
minute Mr. Pierce starts asking questions, he is interrupted. I think 
he should complete his inquiry and then, if necessary, other counsel 
can question further. 

The Carman. We have not had any trouble along those lines and 
I think Mr. Pierce should be permitted to continue. I am sorry the 
gentleman had to bring that up because we have always gone along 
without any difficulty. 

Mr. Pierce, you may continue with your inquiry. 

Mr. Prerce. Now after you left the regular Cincinnati ball club, 
you went to Syracuse in 1946; is that right? 

Mr. Prenpereast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now in 1946 you pitched in 33 games for Syracuse. 
You won 17 and lost 10; is that right? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. And you had an earned run average of 3.92 and your 
standing in the league among pitchers on the basis of that earned run 
average was 36th out of 91; is that so? 

Mr. Prenveraast. I don’t know, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. Would you say it is so if it appeared in the Official Base- 
ball Guide? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Yes, sir; I will. 

Mr. Pierce. Then we will supply the missing data for the record 
from the Official Baseball Guide. 

Mr. PrenverGast. All right. 

Mr. Pierce. In 1947, you were back in Syracuse, you pitched in 37 
games, won 20 and lost 15; is that right? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Pierce. And you had an earned run average of 3.08 and on the 
basis of your earned run average you ranked 9th ‘out of 79 pitchers at 
that time 

Mr. Prenveraast. I will take your word for it. 

Mr. Prerce. Now that was your best year in top minor league com- 
petition; was it not? 

Mr. Prenvercastr. [ would say it was. 

Mr. Pierce. The following year you went up to the Boston Braves, 
did you not? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. In 1948 you pitched in 10 games; you won 1 and lost 

1 and you had an earned run average of 10.06. Now you will admit 
as a ballplayer an earned run average of 10.06 is not very good? 

Mr. Prenprercasr. No, it isn't. 

Mr. Prerce. So the Braves sent you down to Milwaukee; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. And you pitched in Ww games; you won 8 and lost 2 
You had an earned run average of 3.1 and you ranked fourth out of 
$0 pitchers at that time? 

Mr. PrenverGast. I will take your word for it. 

Mr. Pierce. In 1949, you were with the Milwaukee team again. 
You pitched 1 in 14 games; you won 5 and lost 8; is that right? 

Mr. Prenvercasr. I don’t know, sir. I will take your word for it. 

Mr. Pierce. You had an earned run average of 4.25 and you ranked 
28th out of 78; is that true? 

Mr. Prenvereast. Well, if it is in the record, I will accept it, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. It is in the Baseball Guide. 

Mr. Prenvercast. I will accept it; yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. You then went to Syracuse in 1949 and you pitched 
in 18 games for Syracuse’; won 7 and lost 9; is that right? 

Mr. Prenveraast. I will take your word for it. 

Mr. Pierce. And your earned run average was 5.10, and you ranked 
5ist out of 70 pitchers in the league in 1949 with Syracuse ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I will take your word for it. 

Mr. Prerce. You came back in 1950 with Syracuse. You pitched 
in 22 games and according to the official record you won 6 and lost 14. 
You had an earned run average of 5:53 and you placed 66th out of 
73 pitchers in the league. Th: at was just about at the bottom of the 
league, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I think the whole club was at the bottom too, 
sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Yes, but I mean your pitching record. 

Mr. Prenvereast. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now in 1949, when you pitched with Syracuse, you 
didn’t do very well, did you? You ranked 51st out of 70. 

Mr. Prenveraast. All right. 

Mr. Prerce. And again in 1950, when you pitched with Syracuse, 
you didn’t do very well. You ranked 66th out of 73; is that right ? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. All right. 

Mr. Pierce. In 1949, Syracuse paid you $1,100 per month, did they 
not ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. For 434 months; yes, sir. 
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Mr. Pierce. And in 1950, despite the bad season you had in 1949, 
they still paid you $1,100; is that right ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Would you repeat my record in 1949, | sir? 

Mr. Pierce. Your record in 1949 with Syracuse, you won 7, you lost 
9, and you had an earned- - average of 5.10 and you ranked 51st out 
of 70 pitchers in the lea 

Mr. Prenpereast. T “3 was only half my record though, wasn’t 
it, sir? 

Mr. Prerce. That was half of it. That was the Syracuse half. 
That is the part I think Syracuse would be most interested in. 

Mr. Penpvercast. I think I won 12 or 18 all year. 

Mr. Pierce. You won 12 all year and lost 17. 

Mr. Prenperaast. All right. 

Mr. Prerce. So in 1949 you were paid $1,100 and in 1950 you were 

paid $1,100; right? 

Mr. Prenveraast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. Syracuse proposed to cut you, according to what you 
say, to $750 in 1951; is that true? 

Mr. Prenpereast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now they have to base that on your prior record for 
1949 and 1950; is that not so? 

Mr. Prenveraast. I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Pierce. They should. Well, all right, let me ask you this: 
On the Syracuse ball club, there were six pitchers ahead of you on 
earned-run averages; isn’t that so. You susiehl seventh out of eight? 
You were next to the lowest ranking pitcher on the Syracuse club in 
1950; isn’t that so? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, if you have the records, I will have to agree 
with you, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now didn’t the Syracuse team tell you when you com- 
plained that if you could find a ball club that would pay you $1,100 
per month, they would try to make a deal to reassign your contract ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. I believe they did. 

Mr. Pierce. You have already stated this, haven’t you, in the ex- 
amination before trial ? 

Mr. Prenveraeast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, no deal was made; is that true? 

The Cuarrman. Now you are dealing with matters in the trial. I 
am willing to do it if the gentleman from New York is satisfied. 

Mr. Prerce. It seems we have been asking these questions all the 
time. 

Mr. Keratine. He has been testifying about that all morning. Now 
when it is a little something about the facts 

The CHarrman. I am sorry, no court records have been brought 
into this case and I would rule out any questions referring to the 
depositions taken in court. He spoke generally. 

Mr. Prerce. Well, I will ask the point generally. Isn’t it a fact 
that Syracuse stated to you that if you could find a ball club willing 
to pay you $1,100 per month they would try to make a deal to re- 
assign your contract ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Well, that is what they generally do to ball- 
players. 

Mr. Prerce. Did they make that deal ? 
The CuHarrman. Let him answer. What is your answer? 
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Mr. Prenvercast. My answer is this; that that is a gimmick that 
they have and Freddy Fitzsimmons, if you recall was dealing with 
the Giants and they fined the Giants and Durocher and Freddy Fitz- 
simmons for talking with each other when I believe Fitzsimmons was 
either with the Dodgers or Braves at the time. So that is against 
their own rules and regulations. You cannot deal with another ball 
club. 

The Cuatrman. I would like to have an answer to the question. 
Did they tell you that? 

Mr. Prenvercast. They told me that; yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. But no deal was made; right ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. It was solely at that time that the seasons all 
started operating that I couldn’t break in on any ball club and I 
didn’t know who would need me and they had that facility right 
there. 

Mr. Prerce. No deal was made; is that correct ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. He told me he was selling me to San Francisco. 

Mr. Prerce. But no deal was made? 

Mr. Prenperaast. No, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, after you started the lawsuit against Syracuse, 
Syracuse reassigned your contract to Beaumont; is ‘that right ? 

Mr. PRenperaasr. ‘Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, according to your letter to the chairman, you 
said that the only reason Syracuse did that was to make you look 
bad in your hometown. Is that true? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. Now, did it ever occur to you that the Syracuse club 
might think that a pitcher with a lawsuit against the club might not 
give his best to the ball club? Did that ever cross your mind? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I don’t know what they are thinking, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. You don’t know whether they thought that they 
wanted to embarrass you in your hometown then; is that right? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. Well, I was on television, and I told my whole 
case to the Syracuse people, and I told my case to the sportswriters 
in Syracuse. 

Mr. Pierce. Please answer my question. 

Mr. Prenvercast. That is what I am trying to do. After that, 
they optioned my contract down, after I started my lawsuit. 

Mr. Prerce. You don’t know what their thinking was, you said a 
little while ago. Did anybody from the Syracuse Baseball Club 
come over and tell you they were sending you to Beaumont because 
they wanted to make you look bad in your hometown ? 

Mr. Prenveraast. I don’t see any other reason why they would 
send me to Beaumont after I started my lawsuit, and for a lesser 
salary of $650 a month, which was a hundred dollars a month less 
than the $750. 

Mr. Prerce. Doesn’t it make commonsense to you that an owner 
of a baseball club wouldn’t want a player on his team who is bring- 
ing a lawsuit against his team? Doesn’t that make sense to you? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Yes, sir; it does, and it also makes sense that I 
wouldn’t accept a lower contract at $650 a month. 

Mr. Pierce. You agree to that? 

The Cuatrrman. He answered it does make sense to him. 
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Mr. Pierce. All right. Now, you were placed on a restricted list, 
were you not, in organized baseball after you refused to sign the 
Syracuse contract / 

Mr. Prenvercast. Suspended or restricted. I don’t know what 
it was. 

Mr. Pierce. There is a difference between being suspended and be- 
ing on a restricted list, isn’t there ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Well, it is all under the reserve clause. 

Mr. Pierce. Well, now, if you are on a restricted list, it means that 
as soon as you come to terms with your club you are taken off the 
list and you can play; isn’t that what it means / 

Mr. Prenperaast. Sir, you can’t come to any terms with the base- 
ball club, because in the contract it states that they can fix your salary, 
and that is what they did to me. They fixed my salary. How can 
you come to terms with them? You have to come to their terms. 
There is no compromise at all. 

Mr. Pierce. I don’t agree to that, but, assuming that that is what 
happened, that you did come to terms, you would be taken off a re- 
stricted list ; isn’t that so ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. If I wanted to sign? 

Mr. Prerce. Yes. 

Mr. Prenpereast. Their contract at their figure, I would have been 
taken off the restricted list. 

Mr. Pierce. Now a player that is on a restricted list can get per- 
mission to play outside of organized ball; isn’t that so ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. I don’t know, sir. 

The Cuarrman. He didn’t say he was on a restricted list; he said 
he was suspended. Now, there is a difference between being on a 
suspended list and being on a restricted list. 

Mr. Pierce. Well, may I ask you this: Didn’t your lawyer get in 
touch with the Syracuse ball club and get permission for you to play 
with the team in Homer, N. Y. 

Mr. Prenvercast. He told me that— 

Mr. Preece. Just answer the question. Did he or didn’t he? 

Mr. Prenvercast. Let me hear the question again. 

Mr. Prerce. Did your lawyer get in touch with the Syracuse Base- 
ball Club and get permission for you to play baseball in Homer, 
N. Y., in 1951? 

Mr. Prenverecast. If I were to write to the Syracuse Baseball Club, 
they would give me permission, but I didn’t write to them and I 
still played w ith them. 

Mr. Prerce. But your lawyer did this? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes. 

Mr. Prerce. You didn’t have any negotiations whatsoever with the 
Syracuse club. Your lawyer had these. negotiations, did he not ? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Also in 1953, you were playing-manager in Pulaski, 
N. Y.? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. And that is a team outside of organized baseball, isn’t 
it ? 

Mr. Prenpvercast. Yes: it isin the State league there. 
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Mr. Prerce. And organized baseball didn’t take any action against 
Homer or Pulaski for your playing baseball with those teams, did it ? 

Mr. Prenpereast. I couldn’t say that, sir. 

The CrHarrman. Before we get any further, we want to get the 
definitions correct. We are speaking now of 1951, aren’t we? 

Mr. PrenperGast. He is up to 1953 now. 

Mr. Prerce. Yes; 1951 and 1953. Italked about Pulaski, N. Y. 

The Cuarrman. In 1951, there was only an ineligible list, if I am 
correct, but now that has been changed and there are three classifica- 
tions; ineligible, restricted, and disqualified. That is, at the present 
time. I want to get that plain, Mr. Pierce. 

Mr. Carroutu. Mr. Chairman, could I clarify the record ? 

The CuarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Carroti. The minor league did have a restricted list at that 
time ; the majors did not, but the minor league did. 

The Cyairman. What were those two lists in 1951? But before 
you do, identify yourself for the record. 

Mr. Carroitt. Mr. Carroll, counsel! for the National League. 

The CHatrman. What were the two classifications in 1951 in the 
minors ¢ 

Mr. Carroiyu. The restricted list and ineligible list. 

The CuarrmMan. What was it in the majors? 

Mr. Carrouu. And the disqualified list. 

The CuarMan. Disqualified in the majors ? 

Mr. Carro.u. In the majors there was only one—ineligible. 

The CuarrMan. What is it now, for the majors and minors ? 

Mr. Carrotu. Both have ineligible. That applies to the players 
guilty of moral turpitude or throwing a game. The second is dis- 
qualified, and that applies to players that jump their contract and 
play with teams outside of organized ball, and the third is restricted, 
and that applies to players that have not come to terms and not signed 
the contract. While they are negotiating, they are on the restricted 
list, and may apply for permission to play outside of organized 
baseball. 

The CuHatrMan. So, at the present time, those rules apply to major 
and minor players ? 

Mr. Carroiz. That is right. 

Mr. Pierce. Mr. Prendergast, when you failed to come to terms 
with Syracuse, you filed a lawsuit in the Federal court in April, 
1951, against Syracuse and the Commissioner of Baseball; isn’t that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Prenpercasr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. And your counsel and counsel for the defendants in 
that case stipulated not to take any further action until the Toolson 
case was decided by the Supreme Court; isn’t that right? 

Mr. Prenperaast. I believe so. 

Mr. Pierce. After the Toolson case was decided, a motion to dis- 
miss your case was granted; is that true? 

Mr. PrenperGast. Yes, [ helieve so 

Mr. Pierce. Wheretipon, you filed a case against Syracuse and the 
Commissioner of Baseball! in the New York Supreme Court, is that 
right ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Prercr. Now it is true, is it no®, that many of the facts you have 
alleged here are the subject of that lawsuit ? 

Mr. Prenvercast. The question that I was asked, yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. In fact, that suit will probably come to trial this fall; 
isn’t that so? 

Mr. Prenvercast. I don’t know. I hope so. 

Mr. Pierce. Now some of the issues in that case, for instance, will 
be whether you were suspended or merely placed on a restricted list 
and whether the reserve clause deprived you of an alleged oppor- 
tunity to play ball in Cuba; isn’t that true? 

Mr. Prenpereast. | believ @ so, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, you are aware, are you not, that in their answer 
to your complaint the defendant denied, among other things- 

The Cuarrman. I will rule that question out of order. Ask it in 
general terms but don’t bring in any kind of a complaint. 

Mr. Pierce. All right. I will revise the question and put it this 
way: Now, isn’t it true that the commissioner of baseball takes the 
position that you never had an opportunity or a chance to play base- 
ball in Cuba in the winter of 1951? 

Mr. Prenvercast. I don’t know, sir. I was promised by the owner 
of the ball club down there that he would hire me for 1951. 

Mr. Prerce. Did you have a letter from that owner? 

Mr. Prenperaast. No, I didn’t. It was verbal. 

Mr. Pierce. When ? 

Mr. Prenpvereast. When I left in March of that same year. 

Mr. Prerce. But in February of 1951 you wrote him a letter, did 
you not? 

Mr. Prenpereast. Not February, sir. I think it was August. 

Mr. Prerce. Of when? 

Mr. PrenDereast. Of 1951, 

Mr. Prerce. You wrote a letter-——— 

Mr. Prenpercast. Because February 1951 I was still in Cuba. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, you wrote a letter, you say, in August of 19512 

Mr. Prenpereast. Yes, sir, that was the last contact I had with 
him. 

Mr. Pierce. Did you get an answer to that letter ? 

Mr. Prenvereast. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Pierce. So you don’t know what the last thought of the man in 
Cuba was; is that correct ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir, I don’t. I do know the last thought that 
he said that he would hire me back, yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. But he didn’t answer your letter that you wrote ? 

Mr. Prenpercast. No, sir; he didn’t answer the letter, but when I 
was talking to him his last thought was he would hire me back. 

Mr. Prerce. Just one more question. Now, you say that there were 
three ballplayers on the Syracuse team who wanted their uncondi- 
tional release; is that true? 

Mr. Prenperaast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. I would like permission to have those names submitted, 
not necessarily for the record, since they might hurt somebody, but 
given to counsel so we may inquire further about these three ball- 
pl: ayers. 

Will you give us the names of those ballplayers ? 
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The Cuarman. They may be irrelevant, I don’t know, but you sub- 
mit. the names to counsel. 

Mr. Prenvercast. There was a left-handed 

The CuarrmMan. No; don’t state them now. 

Mr. Prerce. No further questions. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much, Mr. Prendergast. 

Mr. Prenvercastr. Thank you, sir. 

The Cuatrman. May I make a suggestion that we hear the next wit- 
nesses en banc, because time is running short and I don’t want to hold 
them unduly long since they are players. These witnesses are: Ed- 
ward Yost, of the Washington Senators, American League representa- 
tive, Baseball Players Association; Robin Roberts, Philadelphia Phil- 
lies, National League representative, Baseball Players Association ; 
and Jerry Coleman, New York Yankees player representative. Will 
you three come forward ? 


TESTIMONY OF EDWARD YOST, AMERICAN LEAGUE REPRESENTA- 
TIVE, BASEBALL PLAYERS ASSOCIATION; ROBIN ROBERTS, PHIL- 
ADELPHIA PHILLIES, NATIONAL LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVE; 
AND JERRY COLEMAN, NEW YORK YANKEES PLAYER REPRE- 
SENTATIVE 


Mr. Srneman. Gentlemen, you have been asked to appear before 
this subcommittee to help in the difficult task the committee has of 
deciding which, if any, of the pending bills should be enacted. You 
poten have been elected by your associates to represent major 


eague ballplayers in both leagues, and therefore should give the 
committee a balanced and fairly representative viewpoint of the major 
league baseball player’s point of view. 

I should like to ask you gentlemen a series of questions which any or 
all of you are free to answer. With the chairman’s permission, I will 
proceed to ask those questions. 

First, do you believe that the reserve clause as it is today is essential 
to keep baseball operating the way itis? Mr. Roberts, would you like 
to answer that question ? 

Mr. Roserts. Well, I would say that a reserve clause is necessary. 
Whether it can be adjusted or altered 

The Cuarrman. Speak a little louder. 

Mr. Roserts. I would say a reserve clause is necessary. Whether 
it can be altered or adjusted in any way, I don’t know. It has never 
been tried. 

The Cuarrman. Let’s get the opinion of Mr. Yost. 

Mr. Yost. I feel the same way. Unless you can come up with some 
other workable solution, I don’t think that the game can continue to 
operate without the reserve clause. 

Mr. Stneman. Without the reserve clause as it is today ? 

Mr. Yost. I say unless you can come up to some other workable 
solution similar to the reserve clause. 

The Cuarrman. What is your opinion? 

Mr. Coteman. Because I have heard no other form or no other 
policy mentioned by people who have been thinking of this, I say 
the reserve clause is necessary as such. 

The CHatrman. The three of you agree that the reserve clause as 
it is constituted today is essential to baseball ? 
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Mr. CoteMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Yost. That is right. 

The Cuamman. Mr. Yost, you said unless there is some alternative. 
Do you have anything in mind ¢ 

Mr. Yost. I don’t personally. I have heard some things suggested 
and mentioned, but, as I said, I believe that players have to be re- 
served in one form or another. 

Mr. Stneman. I think you were quoted in this morning’s Post as 
saying, Mr. Yost, that you thought perhaps a 10-year reserve clause 
might work, although you didn’t think a reserve clause that ran for 
less than 10 years would. Are you retracting that statement now? 

Mr. Yost. I am not retracting it. That is something that has 
been mentioned, as I said before, something that I read, and I felt 
that you might be able to work something out like that on the 10- 
year basis, but I don’t think you could make it any less than 10 years. 

Mr. Stneman. Why not? 

Mr. Yost. You would more than likely have a number of players 
switching from team to team, and | think the reserve clause was put 
in origins rally because they were having the situation of revolving, I 
think they call it. Players were revolving from team to team. It 
was disrupting the league. That is why it was put in originally. 
Now, you might run into something similar to that, if you did adopt a 
10-year reserve or a 5-year reserve. 

Mr. Stneman. But you think a 10-year reserve is better than 5? 

Mr. Yost. Yes, I think so, because you don’t have too many 10- 
year men. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think that a reserve clause should be the 
same length of time whether it covers major league or minor league 
ballplayers? I think Mr. Coleman has had some experience in ‘the 
minor leagues. Mr. Coleman, what do you think about that? 

Mr. CoLeman. Well, I am opposed to a 5-year term or a 10-year 
term for this reason: Well, take a hypothetical case or an actual case, 
Ralph Kiner, for the Pittsburgh Pirates. Let’s assume in his 10th 
year he became a free agent, and he was at that time the only man 
on the Pittsburgh Ball Club capable of bringing people in through the 
turnstiles. Now, let’s assume that the New “York Yankees or the 
Brooklyn Dodgers wooed Mr. Kiner away from the Pittsburgh 
Pirates after his 10th year, at the height of his career. This, I feel, 
would create so much fan dissatisfaction they would boycott the parks. 
Not only that, it would financially ruin—not ruin—financially hurt 
the Pittsburgh Pirates in this particular case and at the same time 
possibly the Pittsburgh Club had been building around Ralph Kiner 
a team, and to lose their nucleus would shatter their ambitions. 

The Cuamman. Haven’t there been cases where a draft by major 
league owners on their minor league farm teams has had that very 
effect? Is it not correct that where a good player has been taken out 
of a minor league city, the attendance plummeted ? 

Mr. Coteman. Yes, sir. This is true in the minor leagues. It has 
happened when a keyman has been drafted from a minor league 
team, but he is on a 30-day trial basis. If he is not retained by the 
major league club, then he is returned to the team which he is 
drafted from. 
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In many cases—in fact, in most cases—the major league team draft- 
ing a player, I believe, tries to replace him with another man of a 
similar ability. 

The Cuarrman. Then you believe the reserve clause should have no 
limit 4 

Mr. Coteman. No, sir; I don’t believe it should have any limit at 
all. 

The Cuamman. And it should be for the entire baseball life of a 
player ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. Yes, sir. 

The Crarmman. And the average life is how long, about 15 or 
16 years ¢ 

Mr. Coreman. It would run possibly 18 to 20 years, when you con- 
sider most boys start when they are 17 or 18 and will play until 
they are 35. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Roberts, what are your views as to an un- 
limited reserve clause ? 

Mr. Roserts. I just said before, the way it is run now is the only 
way it has ever been run. I think it has been thoroughly examined, 
and if they could come up with something else, fine. I don’t know 
myself, and I don’t think anybody else does, to be honest. 

Mr. Sineman. Mr. Roberts, could you give the committee an 
opinion with respect to a suggestion made by Congressman Mac- 
donald, that there should be in effect successive 4-year contracts; 
that is a man could be on reserve for 4 years. At the end of the 4 
years, he would become a free agent. If he signed again with the same 
team, he would then be under reserve for another 4 years, or if he 
signed with another team, he would be under reserve with that team 
for 4 years and then after those 4 years he would again become a free 
agent. It has been stated that this would give him an opportunity 
to better himself, try and make a little more money, and try to go to 
the team he would prefer to play with. Do you think such an idea 
would be practical, without unduly disrupting the structure of base- 
ball as it is today ? 

Mr. Roserrs. Well, I think you are taking away a lot from the 
club organizations, because the best situation is for a club to be able 
to bring up players from their own organization, and let them play 
out their life span and bring up more players from their own 
organization. 

We are trying to win in baseball. This other stuff enters in, but 
that is the plain idea. That is why they have that control on them. 
The organization and the feeling that they belong to this organiza- 
tion, plus they meet these guys and they play with them, is a big 
thing tow ard ¢ ‘reating a winning club. 

Mr. Stroman. Couldn’t the club offer players in its own organiza- 
tion incentives to stay with the organization? Even if the club didn’t 
offer the player a lot of money, could it not offer him other incentives 
to stay with the organization, so the player wouldn’t have to move 
at the end of 4 years ? 

Mr. Roperrs. I understand that, and that is fine. I think that 
would be ere but as far as offering a suggestion of how this 
could be done, I don’t have any idea on it. 

Mr. Sineman. Do you think that if the suggestion could be worked 
out, that you would be in favor of it ? 
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Mr. Rozerts. Oh definitely, definitely. I think it is something. 

The Cuatrman. How about you, Mr. Yost? 

Mr. Yost. I don’t know about the 4-year optional signing, as was 
just mentioned, is too good. I think you should stay away from 
standardizing anything. I think if you go into what you are just 
talking about, you are liable to have standardization of salaries, 
where they will say after 4 years you are going to receive so much 
of an increase or you can’t make so much more money than you did 
on your past 4 years. I think a fellow should be able to kargain from 
year to year and get as much money as he can. I think you will 
ruin that with the thing that you just mentioned. 

Mr. Stneman. Let me ask you this: If there were no reserve clause, 
would you still be playing with the Washington Senators? 

Mr. Yost. I would say yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Why ? 

Mr. Yost. Well, I signed when I was 17 years old. I wanted to play 
major league ball. The Washington club gave me the opportunity. 
I went into the service, was in a year and a half, came back out in 1946, 
went back with the Washington ball club. I didn’t play much in 1944 
or 1946, but in 1947 I got into the lineup. You know, there is a funny 
thing there—I listened to Mr. Prendergast before—in 1947 they wanted 
to farm me out. The ball club did. And they couldn’t because they 
had to get waiverson me. I wasaserviceman. I wrote a letter to the 
commissioner of baseball asking the commissioner’s special permis- 
sion to be farmed out. I knew that I wasn’t ready, or I thought I 
wasn’t ready for big leagues, and that I needed minor league ex- 
perience. He said [ couldn’t go. I stayed with the ball club. I 
broke into the lineup, and I have been playing ever since. I feel that 
I have been very fairly treated since I have been with the Washington 
club. I like Mr. Griffith tremendously. My business with Calvin 
Griffith has been very good. I have been very well pleased throughout 
the years. 

Now, you might say, could I have made more money somewhere else? 
That is something that I don’t know. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Singman. 

Mr. Srneman. Mr. Yost, I don’t know what your salary is, but the 
committee has figures that will be placed in the record either today or 
tomorrow showing that the average salary on the Washington Sena- 
tors’ team is the lowest in the American League. Yet notwithstand- 
ing that fact, you say that you would stay with the Washington Sen- 
ators if there were no reserve clause, even though you might not get 
as much money assomeoneelse. Do you not think that situation would 
be true of other ballplayers, and you are probably one of the best, if 
not the best, on the team ? 

Mr. Yost. Well, you see the Washington club has never been paid 
any salaries like the Boston club, $100,000 and things of that nature. 
Now, that can fool you. Statisticscan fool you alot of times. I mean, 
you take an average salary of the Boston club, it has to be higher than 
another club because there is one fellow on the team making $100,000. 
I think it is a mean salary. A mean salary would probably be better, 
and I would say over the years that the Washington club has been 
pretty fair and I think that you will find if you go back through the 
statistics, their salaries for the average player are better, just as good 
or better than other ball clubs. 
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Mr. Keattne. I tell you it is a fine thing to hear something like that 
from you, Eddie Yost. You feel a real loyalty to yourteam. I don’t 
care what their standing in the league is; you feel a loyalty and this 
committee must do nothing to destroy that. 

Mr. Yost. Another thing I would like to say here: I like to play 
the game. I always have. Whether or not you could say money 
would be secondary in my feelings or not, I don’t know, but I know 
that I would be playing the game somewhere even if I wasn’t in the 
big league. I am not married, I probably—I shouldn’t say I don’t have 
as much use for money as other people, but I can get by on less. 

Mr. Stneman. I think the committee appreciates that, Mr. Yost, and 
I think the committee also appreciates and admires this loyalty you 
have toward the Washington acnhees But is it not true that there 
are undoubtedly other players in the major leagues who feel just as 
you do and would not leave their home team even if they could get 
$5,000 a year more with the Yankees or $3,000 more a year with the 
Red Sox or whatever it may be? 

Mr. Yost. I believe that is true, yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. If that is so, then why do you need a reserve clause ? 
Players would stay with their teams without it. 

Mr. Yost. Yes. Well, some people put more value on money. 

Mr. Stneman. But at least all of the good players would not neces- 
sarily go to the New York Yankees; is that not correct? 

Mr. Yost. I don’t think they would, no. 

Mr. Stroman. Mr. Coleman, you were saying before that there has 
to be some way of perpetually reserving players to avoid disruption 
of the league. Are you familiar with the reserve clause that exists 
in professional football ? 

Mr. Coteman. No; I am not. 

Mr. Stneman. Under the testimony of 

Mr. Coteman. I take it back. Yes, 1am. I believe they can stay 
out a year and come off their reserve status. 

Mr. Stneman. That is correct. They can play under contract for 
1 year, play out their option for another whole year and then become 
a free agent; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Coteman. Correct. 

The Cuatrman. The reserve clause after 2 years doesn’t apply ? 

Mr. Coteman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Srneman. Do you think professional football has prospered 
since it wrote that 2-year rule? 

Mr. Coteman. Well, the structure of professional football and pro- 
fessional baseball are different and I would like to point this out: 
Under the old rule.they were drafting men with 4 years’ experience 
in college. Under the football situation, they generally get players 
that have had 4 years’ experience in their trade, in apprenticeship in 
college. Generally speaking, in baseball they are taking untried 
youngsters. 

Now if you had a 4-year reserve situation, as you mentioned in 
questioning us on that, you very well would eliminate all scouting. 
Why would anybody sign anybody if they could wait for the fourth 
year, after he had had his 4 years’ apprentice? He could sign him 
then. Why spend money to, let’s say, build this man up, pay him a 
salary when you could wait until after his fourth year, which is gen- 
erally the year when a man is eligible for big league, and walk right 
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in and take it away from him then. At the same time the rich clubs 
would still command the best players because this would be a cut and 
dried situation for them. 

Here is a proven ballplayer after 4 years’ experience that will be 
off the reserve list. Now, then, I think you would create under-the- 
table dealings in a situation like that. 

The Cuarrman. A what? 

Mr. Coteman. Under-the-table deals. For instance, you might 
approach a young man and say, look, we will give your ‘father a job 
over here for 10 years and we w ‘il give you this and buy you a house 
and so forth, and I think it would bec ome very confusing , aS Opposed 
to an ordinary salary. 

The Cuarrman. Have you any reason to believe that or are you 
just sort of surmising ? 

Mr. Coreman. I surmise that in dealings in high competition, 
when it is critical, that anything can happen, and I believe these 
things have happened in the past in baseball. 

The Ciramaan. What about ordinary business? 

Mr. Coteman. It is possible then. You could give them stock 
options and so forth. 

The CHatrMan. In other words, the man goes to the highest bidder 
in ordinary business. 

Mr. Coteman. Essentially, there is nothing wrong with it, true, 
but I do think you would complicate a situation by hanging many 
strings on it when one would do the job. 

Also, if you are a club owner and you own a ball club, it is your 
duty to hire men capable of running your club and get the best out 
of it. Now this is not because I happen to be a meiber of the New 
York Yankees and we have been highly successful for the last 10 
years, since I have been with the team; this is open to any club in 
baseball to hire scouts and with hard work, good thinking, you 
should obtain success. Consequently if you had this 4-year period, 
you would have proven ballplayers at the end of the fourth year and 
it would just be a matter of bidding on them and the rich would still 
get rich and the poor would still stay poor. Under our present system, 
it enables clubs with a very small scouting staff or small farm team 
to hire that one keyman that they can build an entire team around, 
such as we have in Mantle. 

Mr. Stneman. Isn’t it true that during those 4 vears, in addition 
to developing the player, the player could develop loyalties to his 
team that would be just as strong as the money offered to him by 
another team ? 

Mr. Coteman. I would say that after the fourth year the player’s 
loyalty would have to be with financing, rather than heart. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think that in the event this 4-year rule were 
adopted, it would simply create a busy auction for players at the end 
of the fourth year? 

Mr. Coteman. I think so. I think it would have become a situa- 
tion where the rich get richer and the poor would get poorer, depend- 
ing on who wanted to spend the most money. Of course this would 
be to the credit of a player, obviously. The situation, as I see it, 
that we are trying to solve here is what is fair—not all players, not 
all owners, but a happy medium, so that baseball can survive the 
right way, so that all sides will gain from it. 
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Mr. Stveman. Mr. Roberts, let me ask you this question: It has been 
charged during these hearings that if many free agents were playing 
baseball, the integrity of baseball would be injured because the public 
would be suspicious that players would negotiate next year’s contract 
during the middle of a season and then alter their playing abilities 
a bit to favor the team they were going to play for in the following 
season. Do you think that is a real possibility in the event that the 
reserve clause were altered ? 

Mr. Roserts. There is no doubt there is a possibility that could 
happen. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think it would be likely to happen? 

Mr. Rozerrs. Well, I don’t think there are that many people that 
steal. I mean it could happen. 

Mr. Stneman. I am sorry, I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Roserts. It could happen. I don’t say it would happen, gen- 
erally. If it happened twice, it would hurt baseball; right. So it 
could happen. 

Mr. Stneman. Do either of you gentlemen have any views about the 
possibility of players altering their playing abilities in the event that 
a reserve clause were ¢ hanged ? 

Mr. Yost, do you think. it is likely to happen that a player would 
negotiate with a team for the next year and then favor that team when 
he ‘play ed—for example, drop a ball when he shouldn’t ! 

Mr. Yost. I don’t think that it would happen, but I don’t think 
that i is a good idea anyway. 

Mr. Stveman. You don’t think what is a good idea? 

Mr. Yost. Having a player negotiate w ith a team that he will be 
playing with next year this year. 

Mr. Stneman. It could be prevented by a rule at any rate; could 
it not ¢ 

Mr. Yost. Yes. 

Mr. poneaw Mr. Coleman, do you have any comment? 

Mr. Coteman. No; I never thought of it. It seems to me if a 
player ever thought of dropping a ball or doing something like that, 
it would hurt himself because he has to sign a contract for the follow- 
ing year. 

The CHatrman. From what I know about baseball, I don’t think 
that a baseball p play er would do that. 

Mr. Mitzer. May I comment on that ? 

The Cuarrman. Yes.. 

Mr. Mirtier. Mr. Chairman, I think counsel has made a misstate- 
ment. I don’t think, as I remember the testimony, and I have been 
here all the time—tI don’t think that there was any allegation made 
that such a thing would happen which would cast a reflection upon the 
integrity of the players in baseball. I think the suggestion was made 
that if, as a matter of fact, Eddie Yost of the Washington Senators 
should be this year negotiating a contract to play with New York 
next year and that New York and the W ashington Senators should 
be playing this afternoon and he should make an error, that the pub- 
lic might suspect, although it was just an error, that the public might 
suspect that he made it because of the fact that he was playing against 
his future employers. But I don’t think any statement was made 
that such a thing would happen, that such a thing would be a temp- 
tation for players to commit intentional errors nor was there any 
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statement made that reflected in such a manner on the players in the 
ame. 

, The Cuatrman. I think the gentleman from New York is correct, 

I do not think counsel should have asked a question such as that. 

However, we will go to the next question. 

Mr. Roserts. Excuse me, sir, but in regard to that question, my 
answer was there is a possibility. I wasn’t saying it would happen. 
You know what I mean. I said this was a possibility. 

Mr. Stneman. I think you said it only Cnaaat twice in all of the 
history of baseball. 

Mr. Roserts. No, I didn’t. I said if it happened twice, it would 
hurt everything. 

Mr. Stneman. I am sorry; I misunderstood you. 

Now testimony has been given before the committee by both Mr. 
Frick and Mr. Trautman that they have never received any complaint 
from any player concerning the reserve clause. Do any of you know 
of any complaint that has been filed with either of them ? 

Mr. Yosr. I don’t. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Roberts? 

Mr. Roserts. No, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think, then, the players are generally satis- 
fied with the reserve clause ? 

Mr. Yost. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Roserr. I think most of them are and those that aren’t feel 
there isn’t anything they can do with it. 

The Cuarrman. What is the last ? 

Mr. Roserts. I think most of them are in favor of it and there are 
some that aren’t. We had some here today that are not. Most of 
them don’t do as this man does. I am not saying that isn’t right. It 
is there and they know it is there. 

The CuatrrmMan. You mean they submit to it? 

Mr. Coteman. Most players accept it as a calculated risk when they 
sign a contract. 

The Cuarrman. Most players submit to the reserve clause. Do 
you feel they are powerless to make any outcry against it? 

Mr. Roserts. They know they are when they sign the contract. 
They want to play baseball and so they accept it. 

The CuHarrmMan. Does that mean they are satisfied with it? 

Mr. Rozerts. They are not satisfied at the time they sign it. All 
they want is to be baseball players. Most of them keep that feeling, 
and sometime later they lose it and start kicking about the reserve 
clause. 

The CuHarrman. You have heard complaints about the reserve 
clause ? 

Mr. Roserts. I have heard complaints. I couldn’t mention names 
or specific complaints. 

The CuHamman. We don’t want specific names. I wouldn’t want to 
hurt anybody. Is that your experience, too, Mr. Yost ? 

Mr. Yosr. I have not had any complaints from the players, as far 
as my being a player representative 1s concerned, along those lines. 
I think that I have had a couple fellows that were in the minor 
league, and they felt they weren’t getting the opportunity to play 
major league ball. I mean they came to our organization Som 
another organization. 
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The Cuatrman. What is your experience, Mr. Coleman ? 

Mr. Cotreman. I have had no complaints administered to as far as 
the reserve clause. 

The Carman. But you heard what Mr. Roberts said; that the 
men will sign to get into baseball and afterward they might feel a 
bit dissatisfied. Have they ever expressed that dissatisfaction to you? 

Mr. Coteman. No, sir. The only case I can cite is my own. When 
I signed my contract, I was aware of the structure of baseball and 
willing to take the calculated risk, and I have always been a person 
that felt if I didn’t make the big league in 5 years, I was in the wrong 
business anyway and I would go somewhere else, unless I had scouting 
or managerial ambitions of some type. 

The Cuarrman. Is there a risk on the part of the owner at all; 
aren’t you taking all the risk ? 

Mr. Coteman. No; they gave me a bonus to sign; so they risked 
$3,000. 

Mr. Roserts. May I say this about the possibilities of a fellow 
complaining about this reserve clause: Say you were an outfielder 
and you were in the Yankees’ system and a fellow like Mickey Mantle 
came to the big league. Now you signed and played with the Yankees. 
You hit .330 one year and the next year .330 and you are doing well, 
but all these Mantles and Bauers and Jerry Howards or someone 
else who is doing well enough in the big league, and you are behind 
them. Now you love baseball and loved it when you started and 
you wanted to play big-league ball. After 3 years of hitting the ball, 
we are all a little sick of sitting there and not advancing because they 
have men up on top that are doing the job. This is the complaint 
under the reserve clause; right. Can this be changed a little? That 
is all Iam saying. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think one change might be expansion of 
the major league ? 

Mr. Rosert. I don’t know. 

Mr. Stneman. There would be more places to go. 

Mr. Roserts. Probably there aren’t enough players to expand. 
Maybe there are not enough of these cases. I don’t know that. But 
I do know in some cases these fellows are hurt by the reserve clause, 
and they complain. 

Mr. Stneman. Let’s go on to this question of keeping players in the 
minor leagues. Do you believe that, under the present system of lim- 
ited draft, optional assignments and working agreements, particularly 
working agreements, some good players are held down in the minor 
leagues for too long a period ? 

The Cuatmrman. Mr. Yost? 

Mr. Yosr. Yes, sir; I do. 

Mr. Coteman. Occasionally, but I would say never more than 1 
year. 

The Cuatmrman. Mr. Roberts? 

Mr. Roserts. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Yost, could you tell us what you think might be 
done to remedy that situation ? 

Mr. Yosr. Well, some players can be held for 7 years by 1 ball 
club. 

Mr. Stneman. In the minor leagues, you mean? 
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Mr. Yost. That is right; in the minor leagues. I think that shorten- 
ing that period of time would help the individual ballplayer, particu- 
larly if he had the playing ability to go to the big leagues. Now, 
there are some fellows that might be in the minor ‘les ugues and still 
not be able to play major-league ball, but I think it w ‘ould help the 
fellow that could play major-league baseball if you could shorten 
the number of years. 

Mr. Stneman. What about you, Mr. Coleman ¢ 

Mr. Coteman. I think that, possibly, some solution could be arrived 
at as far as the control of players, and this generally occurs in teams 
that have large farm systems. In the eighth year, now, the team is hot 
compelled to keep the player until the eighth year, and they have 7 
years to put him im the minors. Now, what would be a fair number of 
years to assess or to say this would be the right number, I don’t know. 
Or iginally I thought five, but I am not sure now. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Roberts? 

Mr. Roserts. I am the same way. I don’t know the period. You 
see, the clubs that have these fellows that are complaining are the 
clubs that are winning the pennants; so, the way it is set up now, they 
are really right as far as wn at they are trying todo. They are trying 
to win. So, when they have a lot of people compl: lining, they are win- 
ning. They are doing the right job. So, I don’t know how it should 
be changed, because they are “actually the best clubs and the club peo- 
ple want to see that. 

Mr. Stneman. Let me ask you this: Commissioner Frick has sug- 
gested a change in the draft rules. I don’t know if you are familiar 
with his suggestion, but, basically, as I understand it, it is this: That 
all 4-year men, regardless of how many on a club, shall be subject to 
unlimited draft. As it is now, as I am sure you are aware, there is a 
limit of one player per minor league club that can be selected by a 
major league team each ye His proposal would make it unlimited 
for all 4-year men. Do you think that would help very much? 

Mr. Coteman. It could have some repercussions in the fact that if 
a ball club had a player, or even 2 or 3, that had served their 4-year 
apprenticeship, and they had to bring them up or lose them, although 
they weren’t completely ready they could bounce some veteran off 
the team. 

Mr. Stneman. No; you misunderstand. The provision is not that 
they have to bring them up after 4 years. 

Mr. CoLeman. “They would, if they were subject to unlimited draft. 
In other words, here is a ballplayer that is going to be a humdinger, 
and this fellow can be a great, but he isn’t ready; he needs 1 more 
year or 2 or 3 years, particularly in pitching, but they can’t afford 
to risk that and bring him up to their roster. Consequently, heads 
fall in the other direction, and they would be weakening their club. 

Mr. Stneman. Wouldn’t that prohibit the other teams from being 
able to use him on another team ? 

Mr. Coteman. Yes; it would, but I think that every club would 
be looking for that one star that might possibly put him over the top. 

Mr. Stneman. In other words, you are bringing up another angle. 

Mr. Coteman. The problem of the veterans bei ‘ing bumped. 

Mr. Srneman. The problem of the veteran being bumped down 
if you are going to bring up the players that have been held down? 
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Mr. Coteman. Well, not held down, but they have to bring him up 
tous. The bonus rule is a tragic case, in fact. 
Mr. Stneman. Mr. Roberts, do you have any view on Mr. Frick’s 


— 

Roszerts. No, outside of the fact that I think maybe if that 
was up to the player’s own discretion of whether he be put on that 
draft list or not, I think that would leave him a lot of leeway. I 
think that would eliminate a lot of that other stuff. 

Mr. Stneman. In other words, you are suggesting that Mr. Frick’s 
suggestion be modified so that the player should be able to decide 
himself whether or not he would be draftable ¢ 

Mr. Roserrs. Yes, I think that would be the best answer for such 
a proposal because he could say—I mean if he felt he was being 
treated unfair, then he could shift his organization. I think that is 
the main thing. A lot of times players can’t switch. You know 
what I mean. They are tied up. If they don’t like what they are 
doing, they still have to stay with the same organization. 

Mr. Stneman. It is true in the Pacific Coast | semerern today, is it 
not, that a player can waive his right to be drafted and you are sug- 
gesting that might well be spread throughout the minors, at least 
with respect to the 4- -year men ¢ 

Mr. Rogerts. Yes. I would say if the player had an alternative 
of saying I would like to be placed on the list or wouldn’t, it would 
give the “club an opportunity of, say, a boy like Jerry, an ‘outstand- 
ing professional, they could pay him the money to satisfy him and 
then he would say I don’t want to be on the draft list. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Yost? 

Mr. Yost. I have been trying to think this out. Assuming that all 
players that have played 4 years are subject to unlimited draft, you 
might have some owners that wouldn’t hire as many young players. 
Then again you might have the ones that are hiring them stopping and 
I think | that you might get an exchange of players there from organi- 

zation to organization. “Tt seems to me that you might have a lot of 
difficulty with that setup. I think that if you could say, maybe, instead 
of unlimited draft, limit it to a certain amount of players 

Mr. Stneman. Let’s make another suggestion. Do you think that 
this problem can be attacked from the angle of limiting the total 
number of players that any single major- -league team can control? 
Is it not true, for example, that through farm clubs and through 
working agreements, some major-league teams own substantial num- 
bers above the 40 that they are limited to by the reserve rule? Could 
not some absolute limit be placed upon the number of players that a 
major-league team could control? Would that work, do you think? 

Mr. Roberts ? 

Mr. Roserts. I don’t think you should do that because if you limit 
the ballplayers, you would limit the necessity for minor-league clubs 
and then the owners wouldn’t pay for the minor-league clubs to oper- 
ate, so you would really be cutting everybody off. If you would limit 
an organization to, say, 40 players or 100 players, then he would only 
have to have the minor leagues to handle that many players and if he 
wanted to sign 500, that is not bad as far as I am concerned because 
he can help g get them going. 

Mr. Stvaman. Mr. Yost. 
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Mr. Yost. I don’t know whether that would be a good idea or not, 
but I believe the complexities should be equalized as much as pos- 
sible. The closer your league is, the closer the games that you play, 
the better for baseball in general. How you are going to do that, I 
am not sure, but if you can make changes that would do those things, 
you are going to help the game. 

Mr. Srveman. Mr. Coleman. 

Mr. Coteman. I disagree with that. I feel you are limiting indi- 
vidual initiative, telling a man he can sign so many players. You are 
saying in effect that you can build your store so big and that is as 
far as you can go. Now, someone else is going to pick up the rest 
of the blocks and build their store as big as you. 

Mr. Yosr. I didn’t say you should limit players. I said that any 
way you can equalize competition, you are going to help the game. 
Now, weioittheet hist was one solution or not, I don’t know. 

Mr. Stneman. Doesn’t this suggestion help equalize competition by 
yermitting some of the have-not teams to get players that might be 

ttled up by a larger team? 

Mr. Roserts. They have an opportunity to sign them from the 
start. 

Mr. CotemaNn. I don’t think that is a point at all, because to me, 
if you tell somebody that you can only go so far, then that from all 
the basic standards of Americanism is wrong, because it is not right 
to say a man cannot build as he chooses, provided he does so with his 
brain and hard work and whatever it might take. 

Mr. Stneman. It is perfectly clear there are other ways in which 
baseball owners limit expansion, limit operations, limit the salary of 
players, limit all sorts of operations in baseball in order to maintain 
the competitive spirit that Mr. Yost was talking about; is that not 
correct ? 

Mr. Coreman. No owner or general manager, whoever he may be, 
running the club, is restricted from signing as many scouts as he 
wants to. If he wants to go on a development basis, he can seek out 
as many good, fine, capable men as he can find and build his own 
organization. If you will check baseball history since the turn of 
the century, there were men behind the empire. McGraw was behind 
the Giants. Connie Mack was behind the Athletics, and now Mr. 
White is behind the Yankees, I am not saying that the rest of the 
baseball owners are not working hard. I say possibly they have set 
certain goals for themselves. Mr. Rickey and Sam Braden, I think, 
in St. Louis developed empires, but they did so through initiative 
and hard work, which I think is part of our American way of life. 

Mr. Miter. Very refreshing. 

Mr. Keatine. It sure is. 

Mr. Stneman. Whenever a player is sold or traded, isn’t the price 
paid by the team itself—whether the price is in money or players— 
directly in proportion to the skill and efforts of the player that is 
being sold ? 

Mr. Yost. That is true. 

Mr. Stneman. Is it not also true these players sometimes are in- 
convenienced by being moved; they have to move their homes and 
families and all their belongings when they are being traded? 

Mr. Yost. That is also true. 
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Mr. Stneman. Therefore, let me ask all three of you, if you do 
not think that players might well be compensated, if only in a small 
way perhaps, every time they are traded or sold? Do you think that 
would be a feasible suggestion, Mr. Yost ? 

Mr. Yosr. Right now all expenses are taken care of. 

Mr. Stneman. That is traveling expenses necessitated by the move? 

Mr. Yosr. Traveling and moving. 

The Cuatrman. If a large amount is paid, say, $50,000 or $100,000, 
should the player participate in that compensation in any way, even 
to a small degree ? 

Mr. Yost. I would be in favor of something like that. 

The Cuarrman. His contract is being sold. 

Mr. Yost. I would be in favor of something like that. 

The Cuyarrman. You would be in favor of it? 

Mr. Yosr. Yes. 

Mr. Sineman. Mr. Coleman. 

Mr. Coreman. I recommend 10 percent of player’s salary in all 
classifications of baseball. I don’t know whether it is feasible. 

Mr. Roserrs. I think the player would naturally be happy to take 
a percentage part in that. You are talking about a minor-league 
player being sold? 

Mr. Stneman. Any ballplayer that is sold or traded. 

The Cuarmman. There is a substantial sum of money paid. 

Mr. Yost. Jerry said 10 percent of his present salary. He didn’t 
say anything about the 

The Cuarrman. You mean 10 percent of salary? 

Mr. Coreman. Ten percent of his salary, whatever that may be in 
any classification, but I would like to qualify that in saying he should 
be traded out of his organization, because if you control a player 
whether or not years are specified, he may be traded from a different 
classification in his own organization—well, if he went higher natu- 
a or lower, it would be because of clubs choosing, that he had lesser 
ability. 

Mr. Stneman. Has this suggestion been broached at all at any of 
the meetings of the executive council ? 

Mr. Roserts. It has been brought up. 

The CHatrman. Have you boys as players’ representatives, made 
any presentation or argument on this ground ? 

Mr. Roserts. No, sir. We just have brought it up. Well, we 
just brought it up. 

Mr. Sineman. You brought it up, and I take it the idea was 
rejected / 

Mr. Roserts. Now, I don’t know whether it was ever presented to 
the owners. I know it was brought up in our meeting, and it may 
have been presented tothe owners. I know it hasn’t been put through, 
let’s put it that way. 

Mr. Stneman. Would you gentlemen be in favor of the players 
having a voice in the selection of the commissioner ? 

Mr. Roserts. Yes, I would. 

Mr. Yost. I would, too. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Coleman. 

Mr. Coteman. I am, but I don’t know how it could be applied 
properly. 
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Mr. Stneman. Has that suggestion ever been broached in any meet- 
ings of the executive council or in any meetings with the owners? 

Mr. Roperts. Yes, it has. 

Mr. Yosr. Not in meetings with the owners. 

Mr. Ropserts. Yes, it has, I think. 

Mr. Yost. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Stneman. Mr. Roberts, you say the idea has been brought up? 

Mr. Roserts. It hasn’t been a point, you know we have to do this. 
It has been talked about. There has never been anything done about 
it as far as any decision made one way or the other. It has been 
talked about. 

Mr. Yost. I know we have discussed it in our meetings a number of 
times, at the player representative meetings. I don’t think it has 
ever been formally requested to the owners. 

The Ciaran. I can assure you they will know about it now as a 
result of these hearings. 

Mr. Stneman. Commissioner Frick was asked about it, and he said, 
although he had no great objection to it, that the idea was never 
broached to him by player representatives. He didn’t think they 
were interested in it. 

Mr. Coteman. I don’t think it has been presented. 

The Cuarrman. It has not been presented formally ? 

Mr. Yost. No, sir. 

Mr. Coteman. No, sir. 

The CuarrMan. It may be discussed informally ? 

Mr. Coteman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. May I ask a question about the pension plan? We 
received a letter from a widow of a former baseball scout, Mrs. Eddie 
Krajnik, complaining about her sad plight. She suggested that the 
baseball players’ pension fund might be extended to cover baseball 
scouts, full-time scouts. Do you gentlemen have any suggestions or 
ideas about the feasibility of that? Mr. Coleman? 

Mr. Coteman. Well, there has been a great deal of talk about in- 
cluding umpires, clubhouse men, and many different other type em- 
ployees of the clubs and league and so forth, and I think there was 
unanimous feeling that if we started we would never stop, and there- 
fore we would have to restrict it to a baseball pension plan for ball- 
players only and one trainer. 

Mr. Stnaman. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Pierce. I have just a few. 

Mr. Roberts and Mr. Coleman, you were both in the minor leagues 
for a while, is that right? 

Mr. Roserrs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coteman. I was for 3 years. 

Mr. Pierce. Now, each of you, including Mr. Yost, hajre seen many 
professional rookies try out for a major league team, isn’t that true? 

Mr. Roperts. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. About how many such players try out for a major 
league team each year ? 

Mr. Roserts. I would say 15; right? 

Mr. Yost. Right. 

Mr. Prerce. In your opinion, about how many of these players are 
really ready to play big league competition ? 

Mr. Coteman. Are you asking us together ? 
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Mr. Prerce. Anyone that wants to answer. 
Mr. CotemAn. One or two on our team at the most. 

Mr. Prerce. What do you think, Mr. Yost? 

Mr. Yosr, I would say about the same. 

Mr. Roserts. That differs. Probably 1 or 2 are ready for the 
Yankees and about 5 or 6 of those fellows are ready for some other 
club. 

Mr. Coteman. I would like to bring a point up, if I may. It is 
very interesting, because it does hold some truth, but not all of it. 
Last year the Denver Ball Club had an all-star infield. They all 
played the all-star team of the American Association, and they had 
outfielders and infielders and catchers and so forth that couldn’t miss, 
and of all these aspirants on our team that tried out this year, one 
man is playing regularly. That is the second baseman by the name of 
Richardson. They retained 2 others, and 2 others are now with big 
league ball clubs. I believe they went to Kansas City in a trade. So 
actually the rest of them were returned to Denver, and generally 
speaking, if you get more than 1 or 2 ballplayers in any group that are 
ready to be good big league ball players, or even stay in the big league, 
you are fortunate. 

Mr. Prerce. Do you think most of the players that try out for the 
majors and are sent back to the minors realize they just don’t have it? 

Mr. Coreman. It depends on how long he has been in the minor 
leagues. If he has been in the minor league 1 or 2 or 3 years, he feels 
he néeds more apprenticeship. If he has ‘been in 4 or 5, he feels he has 
gotten a rough deal, regardless of what clubs he is with. 

Mr. Prerce. Is there any other answer to that ? 

Now, one other question and I will be be through. Would you say 
managers, scouts and others responsible for the selection of major 
league players are absolutely fair and objective in their selection of 
players for the major leagues? 

Mr. Yost. I would say so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Coreman. Their job hangs in the balance. 

The Cuamrman. That will be all for this morning. I want to say 
to you gentlemen that it has been very pleasant to have before us 
a outstanding players like yourself. You are indeed excellent 

onents of this national pastime called baseball. You have been 
- pful to the committee, and we are.very grateful for your presence, 
salt we hope we haven’t inconvenienced you. I want again to express 
for the committee our gratitude for your coming here. 

We will resume again this afternoon at 2:30, when we shall hear 
from J. Norman Lewis, attorney for the Major League Baseball 
Players Association; Leo DeOrsey, director of the Washington Base- 
bal Club; and William Harr idge, president of the American Le: ague. 

We will now adjourn until 2: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 12:35 p. m., the subcommittee recessed to recon- 
vene at 2: 30 p. m., of the same day.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 






The Cuarrman. Our first witness this afternoon is Mr. J. Norman 
Lewis. Mr. Lewis, will you come forward, please. Do you have a 
statement ? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes. 
The Cuatrman. Will you proceed, please. 
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TESTIMONY OF J. NORMAN LEWIS, ESQ., OF LEWIS & MOUND, ESQS., 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Lewis. I am appearing before this committee, by its kind in- 
vitation, as attorney for baseball players of the major leagues, and 
also as the attorney for the Major League Baseball Players’ Associa- 
tion. My firm, Lewis & tana of New York, is also counsel for the 
National Hockey League Players’ Association. I have been requested 
to express my views on the six bills now pending before this committee, 
involving baseball and other professional sports. 

With reference to the Celler bill (H. R. 5319) and the first Hillings 
bill (H. R. 5307), these bills appear identical and, in effect, are de- 
signed to bring professional baseball under the scope and coverage of 
the Federal antitrust laws. Although I am in sympathy with the 
intent of these bills, it is my belief that their coverage is not broad 
enough to cover the exigencies of the situation. 

Granted the basic merit of these bills, I feel that in all fairness to 
the institution of baseball, to the vast public which it entertains, to 
the players who perform, to the owners whose capital is invested, and 
to the communities who support it—there should be further delinea- 
tion of the kind of antitrust law coverage to be extended to baseball. 
Such delineation and particularization is very intelligently adopted 
in the second Keating bill (H. R. 6876), the second Hillings bill 
(H. R. 8023) and the Byrnes bill (H. R. 8124). 

These bills, in effect, would bring baseball, football, basketball, and 
hockey under the coverage and scope of the Federal antitrust laws, 
but would exempt certain aspects of those sports from such coverage. 
Here again I am constrained to agree with the intention, but to dis- 
agree with the method. If, as seems equitable and right, baseball is 
to be brought within the scope and coverage of the Federal antitrust 
laws, then it (and the other three mentioned sports as well) should be 
given a reasonable chance for successful survival under this new 
control. 

These three bills, H. R. 6876, 8023, and 8124, in my opinion, show 
an understanding consideration of some of the problems involved in 
the transition, and I believe that sport fans om players and owners 
alike should be grateful for the keen recognition of sports problems 
which is displayed by the sponsors of these bills. But again, granted 
the benevolent intention of this proposed legislation, we are still faced 
with the practical effect and repercussions of antitrust law coverage of 
these sports. 

I feel that there are two features of baseball and the other mentioned 
sports, which might be deemed to run afoul of the antitrust laws. One 
is the reserve clause, and the other is the geographic and franchise 
restriction. If a broad bill were enacted stating in general terms 
that the antitrust laws were not to apply to a reasonable reserve clause; 
and were not to apply to a reasonable geographic and franchise 
restriction, I believe that all problems would soon be satisfactorily 
solved. 

The tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee as to whether baseball is or is 
not a business would be, once and for all, interred. 

The CHamMan. You say tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee as to 
whether baseball is or is not a business ? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes, sir. 
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The CuHarrmMan. Have you read the profit statements of the various 
major league baseball teams that we have put into the record? 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, I think undoubtedly baseball comes 
under the definition of business so that to me it is tweedle-dum and 
tweedle-dee whether business is created by the amount of money that 
is taken in or spent, or the amount of television money that comes into 
it or the amount of money at the gate. 

The fact of it is I don’t think any intelligent witness before this 
committee could say anything but that baseball is definitely a business. 
That is why I used the phrase “tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee.” 

The CHatrMANn. You say a person with intelligence couldn't say 
baseball is a business ? 

Mr. Lewis. Couldn’t say anything but. 

The CHarrman. Oh, he would have to say it was? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. I am sorry, I misunderstood you. 

Mr. Lewis. And I don’t think anybody who has testified before 
this committee at these hearings has disputed that. It seems to me 
everybody concedes that the business features of baseball are very 
substantial. May I proceed now, Mr. Chairman? 

The Cuarrman. Yes, surely. 

Mr. Lewis. The widely criticized privileged status of baseball 
would be eliminated, and eliminated also would be the uneasy fears 
that a subsequent Supreme Court decision by a reconstructed court 
might overnight hold that baseball after all is covered by the anti- 
trust laws, unloosing a flood of varied litigation. 

I am strongly inclined to the opinion that the rule of reason will 
guide baseball in its evolution under the antitrust law coverage. I 
have been the attorney for the players for 4 years. For many years 
before that I was intimately associated with the legal affairs of the 
management of the New York Giants. Therefore, for nearly 30 
years, I have had the opportunity to watch baseball closely from the 
point of view of management, and then from the point of view of 
the players. I am convinced that baseball, owners and players alike, 
have grown up to the realization that they are engaged not only in 
a sport, but also in a business, a business of high integrity and great 
public interest, as well as important financial involvement. 

The major league baseball player of today is as interested in his 

rofession as is any other successful young business executive. He 
i the same problems of financial advancement, family responsibility 
and personal satisfaction in the performance of his job as have other 
young rising businessmen. Perhaps it is this growing up of the 
American professional athlete which has led them to their consulta- 
tion with lawyers, the formation of associations, the interest in future 
security and pensions and their solicitude for the game which has 
given them, in many instances, fame, wealth, and deep satisfaction. 

I believe that the major league baseball players would welcome a 
bill such as I have referred to, bringing baseball under the coverage 
of the antitrust laws, but with the proviso that a reasonable reserve 
clause and a reasonable geographic and franchise restriction be deemed 
ere, and in the future as not in violation of the antitrust 
aws. 

With reference to the bill of Mr. Harris (H. R. 5383) which ex- 
empts baseball, football, basketball and hockey from the coverage 
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of the antitrust laws, I must disagree. There is no reason why Ameri- 

can professional sports, frankly conducted on a commercial basis, 
should not be subject to the law of the land which applies to other 
commercial enterprises. 

Mr. Srneman. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask the witness a 
few questions. 

Mr. Lewis, I take it you have made an analysis of the bills that are 
pending before the committee ? 

Mr. Lewis. I have. I have mentioned the results of my thinking 
about them. 

Mr. Stneman. And that is as a result of an analysis of the pro- 
visions of the bills? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes. 

Mr. Stneman. With respect to the bills that I think you said you 
approved, H. R. 8124 and H. R. 8023, and H. R. 6876, would you tell 
the committee whether you are aware of any case wherein the playing 
rules of the sport have been involved in an antitrust action ? 

Mr. Lewis. In an antitrust act? 

Mr. Stneman. In an antitrust action. 

Mr. Lewis. I don’t believe there have been any. There have been 
from time to time certain complaints about fines made on ballplayers, 
and if that comes under your definition of playing rules, but I am 
sure it wasn’t made the subject of an antitrust action that I have ever 
come across. 

Mr. STINGM: An. Would you explain for a moment the meaning of 
the term “organization” in these bills? Does the word “organization” 
mean the formation of a league or an association? Does it mean 
the operation of a league or association? Or does it mean the struc- 
ture of a league or an association as set forth in the charters, bylaws, 
and other working agreements? 

Mr. Lewts. I would think it means the last. 

Mr. Stneman. You think it means the last ? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Then if that is true, don’t the basic rules and agree- 
ments and charters as set up under the organization of baseball 
include the establishment of an executive council representing the 
major leagues and the commissioner who have power to formulate or 
propose any rules that the executive council desires, subject only to 
the approval of the 16 major league owners ? 

Mr. Lewts. I would think that. 

Mr. Stneman. If that is true, then doesn’t this bill in effect exempt 
from the antitrust laws the organization of leagues and associations 
and thereby any rules or regulations the executive council may pro- 
mulgate, and hence in effect do not these bills give carte blanche 
authority to baseball owners to exempt from the antitrust laws any- 
thing they wish to exempt from the antitrust laws? 

Mr. Lewts. I would say “yes.” I think you prefaced your 
questions a minute or two before, Mr. Singman, with the state- 
ment that these are the bills that I say I approve. I didn’t say that. 
I say I approved the spirit of the bills but I think TI said flatly, I 
said on page 2 of my statement toward the bottom 

The CHatrman. But you wouldn’t want to have the Congress give 
carte blanche authority to any set of owners to the degree that this 
bill implies, would you ? 
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Mr. Lewis. No, I wouldn’t. I made it clear I thought in the 
statement that I have read. 

The Cuamman. I understand. But your comment on the bill is 
that you would not grant such stupendous authority? 

Mr. Lewis. I am inclined to go with that; yes, Mr. Chairman, I 
think so. I would not be in favor of that. 

Mr. Stneman. I take it you are not in favor of the specific language 
of any of these bills? 

Mr. Lewis. That’s right. 

Mr. Suveman. But only the basic idea ? 

Mr. Lewis. Right. 

Mr. Suveman. And the basic idea, as I understand your presenta- 
tion, is to place the business aspects of baseball under the antitrust 
laws? 

Mr. Lewis. The basic idea that I have is that baseball should 
be brought under the antitrust laws, and the extent of the coverage 
under the law should at least exempt—I talk negatively now—should 
exempt a per se illegality of the reserve clause as well as it should 
further provide that there ought not to be per se illegality in the 
restriction of franchises and geographic locations. 

The Crarrman. You would want the rule of reason to operate ? 

Mr. Lewis. Exactly. 

The Cuamman. The baseball owners are a little leery about that. 
Mr. Frick testified they would rather have it more definitely nailed 
down because the courts may change their opinions. 

Mr. Lewis. That would be up to this committee, I suppose, and 
then subsequently up to the Congress to decide to what extent you 
want to particularize on that rule of reason. Should you still put 
certain and definite—— 

The CHatrman. The minute we start to particularize, we get into 
difficulties. 

Mr. Lewis. Well, you have got to do it, I suppose, sometimes. 

The Cuatrman. If you particularize, then you exclude everything 
else that is not in the particulars. 

Mr. Lewis. I am in favor, as I have stated here, of the broad 
exemptions; hat there should be a reasonable reserve clause. 

Now if you have got to resort to the courts to define what the ex- 
tent of a valid enforce eable reserve clause is, then let’s go to court. 
We have been guided in many business principles in the history of 
this country by court decisions, and I don’t see why this couldn’t 
be decided the same way. 

At least it would get a basic exemption from an illegality per se 
if Congress so passed a bill, saying that a reserve clause is not from 
that alone an indication of violation of the antitrust laws. 

The CuarrMan. But there are other facets of the sport that may 
demand exemption in addition to reserve clauses. There is the draft. 

Mr. Lewis. I think that is a facet of it. 

The CHarrMan. There are geographical locations. 

Mr. Lewis. That is the second point that I think ought to be ex- 
empted from the coverage of the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Maerz. Mr. Lewis, do I understand this to be your position : 
That. you would put all sports under the antitrust laws, with a pro- 
viso that the rule of reason construction of the courts should apply 
to the reserve clause and territorial franchises ? 
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Mr. Lewis. It doesn’t go quite far enough. 
Mr. Maerz. In what respect doesn’t it go far enough ? 

Mr. Lewis. Because I think that the bill should not only specific- 
ally bring baseball under the antitrust laws, and these other sports 
that are in question here, but should also say that the reserve clause 
shall not be a violation of the antitrust laws, providing it be reason- 
able. 

Mr. Maerz. Isn’t that what I am saying? 

Mr. Lewis. But I would want that bill, I would suggest rather 
that the bill say that. 

Mr. Matetz. That is what I am saying. 

Mr. Lewis. I didn’t understand that. 

Mr. Maerz. Let me repeat the question. Is it your position that 
all organized professional team sports should be brought under the 
antitrust laws with a specific proviso inserted in the legislation that 
the rule of reason construction of the courts should apply specifically 
to the reserve clause and territorial franchises ? 

Mr. Lewis. And I would put one additional part of a sentence in 
there and then I for one would be satisfied: That would be that the 
reserve clause, neither the reserve clause nor territorial franchise reg- 
ulations, should be in themselves violations of the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Marerz. When you say that the rule of reason construction 
should be applicable, isn’t that exactly what you are saying that the 
per se doctrine is not applicable ? 

Mr. Lewis. With all due respect, I would still prefer to make it 
very definite, that no one could go to court and say flatly that here 
is a contract with a reserve clause, “From that alone I have got a 

rima facie case of the illegality under the antitrust laws,” which 
ae afraid is the case today. 

Mr. Stveman. Mr. Chairman, one further line of inquiry, if I may, 
please. 

Mr. Lewis, are you as representative of the Major League Baseball 
Players’ Association, in favor of the baseball players being given a 
voice in the selection of the commissioner of baseball ? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Strneman. Has that idea ever been broached to the major 
league owners, to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Lewrs. I don’t think so specifically. The players at their meet- 
ings have discussed it rather fully, but we have had important other 
problems to get down to the mat with the others on, and that has 
not been brought to the point of actual proposal. 

Mr. Stveman. You are aware, are you not, that the present com- 
missioner is on record as being in favor of this idea ? 

Mr. Lewis. I have read that in his statement before this commit- 
tee; yes. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think this idea should be broached to the 
owners in the future? Would you be in favor of doing that? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes; I am in favor of it. 

The Cratrman. Will you do it? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes, Mr. Chairman, it will be done. The trouble is 
that to bring things to the attention of the owners in the present 
status of relations with them is not too simple a course to pursue. 
The Cuatrman. Don’t you have periodic meetings with the owners? 
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Mr. Lewis. I found it rather difficult to arrange for those periodic 
meetings with the owners. 

The Cuarman. What is the difficulty ? 

Mr. Lewis. The difficulty is that they aren’t very, shall we say, cor- 
dial about arranging these meetings. 

The Cuarrman. They are not cordial ? 

Mr. Lewis. No. 

Mr. Sryeman. You mean they are not anxious to meet with the 
baseball player representatives ? 

Mr. Lewis. Well, they are not anxious to meet with me. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you think this is because of some personal dis- 
like they have for you? 

Mr. Lewis. No. I think it has been rather frankly stated by some 
baseball officials that they at the beginning anyway had felt that the 
players didn’t need a lawyer. They adopted a paternalistic attitude 
and resented the idea that the players had gone out to get 

The Cuarrman. That is the whole story, isn’t it, the paternalistic 
attitude ¢ 

Mr. Lewis. That is what I think existed when I first came into that 
side of the picture. 

The Cuatrman. When players are fined because they go to a night 
club, that is sort of a paternalistic, benevolent attitude, isn’t it? 

Mr. Lewis. I won’t comment on that, Mr. Chairman. I didn’t mean 
that. If the players felt that something ought to be done about that, 
I suppose they would bring it to my attention and I would make what- 
ever effort I could to get it to the attention of the owners, but I must 
say they haven’t done that. 

The CuarrMan. It is a paternalistic attitude in a way, isn’t it? 

Mr. Lewis. The paternalistic attitude that I referred to is one where 
the owners 4 years ago felt that the players—and they said it—the 
players didn’t need a lawyer in their dealings with the owners. 

The Cuarmman. And you still say that despite that paternalism, 
that the reserve clause should be kept more or less intact ? 

Mr. Lewis. I didn’t say that, Mr. Chairman, I didn’t say that. 

The Cuarman. Should it be modified ? 

Mr. Lewis. That is a big thing. 

The Cuatrman. In what way should it be modified ? 

Mr. Lewis. That too is a big thing. You have heard some of the 
players today—— 

The Cuarrman. What did we get you here for? We want your ad- 
vice and counsel. What do you think about it? Let’s have your 
thoughts on whether the reserve clause should be modified, if at all? 

Mr. Lewis. Some of the players you had before you this morning 
told you one or two things. For instance, there ought to be changes 
in the draft rules. A player should have a reasonable chance to get u 
into the major leagues, if he is worth his salt in the game. He shouldn’t 
be artificially kept in the lower status because the club that happens to 
control his contract, directly or indirectly, has a surfeit of players in 
the particular positions that this man could fill, and therefore doesn’t 
need him itself, and at the same time doesn’t want another club to get 
him. so that there is one point, the revision of the draft rules. 

I had thought that applying the rule of reason to that, if you went 
to court, if this committee were to recommend and Congress to pass 
a bill which in effect said the reserve clause shall not be per se a vio- 
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lation of the antitrust laws but the rule of reason shall apply, if there 

is a particular action that a player believed was violative of that 
rule of reason, he could take it to court and from those decisions that 
would evolve, if there were any or many, you would get a line of 
action, just as all other business in America has. 

One company can merge with another company or some can’t, 
depending on what the effects are of the mergers. A company can 
invest in another company and it can’t. A company can make re- 
strictive arrangements for its products to some extent but not to too 
great an extent, and business has finally come up with a pretty clear 
pattern of how it can continue legally and without any private or 
privileged character to it, how it can compete in the general American 
economy. I don’t see why baseball couldn’t do th: at, too. 

The Cuareman. In other words, you leave the ultimate solution in 
the courts? 

Mr. Lewis. I think so. If a man feels he is aggrieved sufficiently 
to take it to court, and I don’t believe you would have very many 

cases at all—I don’t go with that fear of some of the witnesses who 

have testified here that baseball is going to be deluged with cases 
in the courts. I don’t think so, not if you say that there isn’t any 
basic illegality in the reserve clause or in the territorial franchise, 
but that if it is abused, the abused being in the court’s mind, that 
then it is violative of the law. 

If baseball was compelled, in other words, to operate reasonably, 
which it would ere it knows the court would scrutinize its activi- 
ties in those fields, I think that the rule of reason would apply before 
it would be necessary to go to court. 

The Cuarrman. Thus the antitrust laws, the C1: ayton Act, for ex- 
ample, uses the term “tends to a monopoly or substantial lessen- 
ing of competition” im a given area. Those phrases have to be inter- 
pr eted by the courts? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And your position is if the rule of reason were 
applied to the reserve clause, then eventually the courts will have to 
evolve a fairly good definition ? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes; and I think that both baseball and players and 
people investing in baseball enterprises would themselves know that 
they have boundaries even though they aren’t so specific, but they 
have boundaries as every business man knows he has. 

Mr. Prerce. Mr. Lewis, could you tell me what a reasonable reserve 
clause would be? 

Mr. Lewis. A reasonable reserve clause would be one that would be 
consistent with the American way of doing business. 

Mr. Pierce. What is consistent with the American way of doing 
business ? 

Mr. Lewrs. I think by this time baseball has the great privilege of 
being able to look back on perhaps hundreds of antitrust cases that 
have. already been decided by the Supreme Court of the United 
States. They didn’t have to start from scratch. They are now able 
pretty well to guide themselves on what American business has had to 
grow up and learn, sometimes the hard way, so that they can pretty 
well determine, they have got competent laws and they can pretty 
well determine where they can go, how far they can go, and what is 
consistent with the American way of doing business. 
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Mr. Prerce. Do you think a reserve clause that would reserve the 
ballplayer for 6 years would be reasonable ? 

r. Lewis. I wouldn’t want to venture an opinion on that with- 
out a whole lot more to it. I don’t know what other restrictions there 
might be. I take the reserve clause as bound with a great number 
of factors which enters into management and player relationships. 

Mr. Pierce. Then you would agree, would you not, that it would 
most likely take the courts 20 or 30 years to map out exactly what 
is a reasonable reserve clause ¢ 

Mr. Lewis. I don’t think it would be necessary to burden the 
court too much with it. I think a court could very easily, by applica- 
tion of the many antitrust decisions made by district courts, courts 
of appeal, and the Supreme Court itself, pretty well know the field 
of what this country’s economy has countenanced and what it will not 
countenance. 

The Cuarrman. It would not take 20 years. 

Mr. Lewis. No, sir; I don’t think it would take 20 years. 

Mr. Pierce. It took from 1922 up to the present time to find out that 
football was subject to the antitrust laws, didn’t it ? 

Mr. Lewis. Football didn’t go to court in 1922, did it, Mr. Pierce? 

Mr. Prerce. No, but it took that long to find out, didn’t it? 

Mr. Lewis. How long did it take Dupont to get the decision it had ? 

The CuatrmMan. There were no suits filed. 

Mr. Lewis. That is exactly it. 

Mr. Pierce. Let me ask you this. With respect to these other bills 
that were mentioned by counsel, the language relating to organization 
of leagues and associations could be deleted, changed or modified, 
could it not, to make it clear as to whatever the authors of these bills 
intended ? 

Mr. Lewis. I don’t know that you need any—— 

The CuHatrman. No; you wouldn’t do that, Mr. Pierce, because 
the language is crystal clear, and nothing in the report could change 
it. 

Mr. Pierce. I said delete or modify it, sir. 

The CHarrMan. You would have to delete it. 

Mr. Prerce. I have no further questions. 

The CHatrMan. Thank you very much, Mr. Lewis. 
(Mr. Lewis’ prepared statement is as follows:) 


STATEMENT OF J. NORMAN Lewis, Esq., or Lewis & Mounp, Eses., New York, 
N. Y., ATTORNEYS FOR MAJorR LEAGUE BASEBALL PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION AND FOR 
NATIONAL Hockry LEAGUE PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION 














I am appearing before this committee, by its kind invitation, as at- 
torney for baseball players of the major leagues, and also as the attorney 
for the Major League Baseball Players’ Association. My firm, Lewis & Mound, 
is also counsel for the National Hockey League Players’ Association. I have been 
requested to express my views on the six bills now pending before this com- 
mittee, involving baseball and other professional sports. 

With reference to the Celler bill (H. R. 5319) and the first Hillings bill 
(H. R. 5307), these bills appear identical and, in effect, are designed to bring 
professional baseball under the scope and coverage of the Federal antitrust 
laws. Although I am in sympathy with the intent of these bills, it is my belief 
that their coverage is not broad enough to meet the exigencies of the situation. 

Granted the basic merit of these bills, I feel that in all fairness to the institu- 
tion of baseball, to the vast public which it entertains, to the players who perform, 
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to the owners whose capital is invested, and to the communities who support it— 
there should be further delineation of the kind of antitrust law coverage to be 
extended to baseball. Such delineation and particularization is very intelligently 
adopted in the second Keating bill (H. R. 6876), the second Hillings bill (H. R. 
8023), and the Byrnes bill (H. R. 8124). 

These bills, in effect, would bring baseball, football, basketball, and hockey 
under the coverage and scope of the Federal antitrust laws, but would exempt 
certain aspects of those sports from such coverage. Here again I am constrained 
to agree with the intention, but to disagree with the method. If, as seems 
equitable and right, baseball is to be brought within the scope and coverage 
of the Federal antitrust laws, then it (and the other three mentioned sports as 
well) should be given a reasonable chance for successful survival under this 
new control. 

These three bills, H. R. 6876, H. R. 8023, and H. R. 8124, in my opinion, show 
an understanding consideration of some of the problems involved in the transi- 
tion, and I believe that sport fans and players and owners alike should be 
grateful for the keen recognition of sports problems which is displayed by the 
sponsors of these bills. But, again, granted the benevolent intentions of this 
proposed legislation, we are still faced with the practical effect and repercus- 
sions of antitrust law coverage of these sports. 

I feel that there are two features of baseball and the other mentioned sports, 
which might be deemed to run afoul of the antitrust laws. One is the reserve 
clause, and the other is the geographic and franchise restriction. If a broad 
bill were enacted stating in general terms that the antitrust laws were not to 
apply to a reasonable reserve clause, and were not to apply to a reasonable 
geographic and franchise restriction, I believe that all problems would soon be 
satisfactorily solved. 

The tweedledum and tweedledee as to whether baseball is or is not a busi- 
ness would be, once and for all, interred. The widely criticized privileged 
status of baseball would be eliminated, and eliminated also would be the uneasy 
fears that a subsequent Supreme Court decision by a reconstructed Court might 
overnight hold that baseball after all is covered by the antitrust laws, unloosing 
a flood of varied litigation. 

I am strongly inclined to the opinion that the rule of reason will guide 
baseball in its evolution under the antitrust law coverage. I have been the 
attorney for the players for 4 years. For many years before that I was inti- 
mately associated with the legal affairs of the management of the New York 
Giants. Therefore, for nearly 30 years. I have had the opportunity to watch 
baseball closely from the point of view of management, and then from the point 
of view of the players. I am convinced that baseball, owners and players alike, 
have grown up to the realization that they are engaged not only in a sport, but 
also in a business, a business of high integrity and great public interest, as 
well as important financial involvement. 

The major league baseball player of today is as interested in his profession 
as is any other successful young business executive. He has the same prob- 
lems of financial advancement, family responsibility and personal satisfaction 
in the performance of his job as have other young rising businessmen. Perhaps 
it is this growing up of the American professional athlete which has led them 
to their consultation with lawyers, the formation of associations, the interest 
in future security and pensions and their solicitude for the game which has 
given them, in many instances, fame, wealth, and deep satisfaction. 

I believe that the major league baseball players would welcome a bill such as 
I have referred to, bringing baseball under the coverage of the antitrust laws, 
but with the proviso that a reasonable reserve clause and a reasonable geo- 
graphic and franchise restriction be deemed retroactively and in the future as 
not in violation of the antitrust laws. 

With reference to the bill of Mr. Harris (H. R. 5383) which exempts base- 
ball, football, basketball, and hockey from the coverage of the antitrust laws, I 
must disagree. There is no reason why American professional sports, frankly 
conducted on a commercial basis, should not be subject to the law of the land 
which applies to other commercial enterprises. 


The CuarrmMan. Our next witness is Mr. C. Leo DeOrsey. Mr. 
DeOrsey, I understand you have a statement. 
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TESTIMONY OF C. LEO DeORSEY, DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON 
BASEBALL CLUB 


Mr. DeOrsey. I come here at the invitation of your committee. 
I am a practicing attorney with offices in Washington, D. C., special- 
izing in Federal income taxes. I do not and cannot speak for base- 
ball. I do not profess to know all the cures for the ills of baseball. 
I note in the press that I am listed as a witness, and that I am a di- 
rector of the Washington Baseball Club. I do not speak for the 
Washington Baseball Club. I stand on my own feet. 

Newspaper headlines to the contrary notwithstanding, I do not 
know of anything fundamentally wrong with baseball. I merely 
made suggestions for improvement that I thought would be an im- 
provement in the administration of baseball. 

When I was in Florida during the month of March, I was asked 
about the Supreme Court decision in the football case, and about 
my views on baseball. I made some remarks then, with which some 
baseball men have disagreed. They are within their rights to dis- 
agree with anything I have to say, but they cannot challenge my 
right to say it, be I right or wrong. 

r. Stveman. Mr. Chairman, may I interject at this point? 
There has been some talk that at one time there was some question of 
your right to make a statement concerning your views on baseball. 
Is there anything to that charge, Mr. DeOrsey ¢ 

Mr. DeOrsey. May I say that neither Mr. Frick nor my good 
friend, Mr. Harridge, has ever approached me to try to gag me, but 
I learned through the press that Mr. Frick was pretty mad about a 
statement that I had made in Florida. The newspaperman told me 
that Frick was mad because I had ignored an edict which he had 
issued, 

I knew nothing of the edict at that time. I understand that the 
edict was that no one connected with baseball should discuss the Su- 
preme Court decision. At that time I said that, if Mr. Frick would 
tell me that I could not discuss the Supreme Court decision, in view 
of my position as a director of the Washington ball club, then I would 
resign as a director of the Washington Baseball Club because I had 
no intention of giving up my birthright of free speech to Mr. Frick 
or to anyone else. So, in answer to your question, no one has directly 
tried to gag me. 

The CuHarrMan. You may proceed. 

Mr. DreOrsey. My views were made known in Look magazine’s is- 
sue dated June 11, which was on the newstands in May. I said I 
disagreed with the decision of the Supreme Court. I still do. Base- 
ball and football should be treated alike. I said that baseball is a 
business. This has now become a moot question—I know of no one 
who now questions this statement. I went further and said that it 
was big business. There is some disagreement with the word “big.” 
I suggested that the status of baseball be clarified once and for all. 

I said that revenue from radio and television is a lifesaver for 
baseball. That, too, has become a moot question. The president of 
the National League, if quoted correctly, said that the radio and TV 
rights are just as important as the paid admissions. I said that, 
since baseball is the great national pastime, it should be truly na- 
tional in scope and that there should be major-league teams in Los 
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Angeles and San Francisco. That, too, has since become a moot 
question, for it was recently announced that eight National League 
club owners had voted unanimously to permit the Dodgers and the 
Giants to make such a move. 

The Cuatrman. Is it moot? They only voted to give them per- 
mission. Are those clubs going to move? 

Mr. DeOrsey. That, I do not know. 

Mr. Kratryc. Who knows? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I said the same as you do, Mr. Chairman; that they 
were given permission. 

Mr. Krattine. Who knows? Where can we find out whether they 
are really going to move? 

Mr. DeOrsey. May I say that I don’t know, and I don’t know 
where you are going to find out except by asking Mr. O’Malley and 
Mr. Stoneham. 

Mr. Keratrne. They will be here Wednesday, and we can ask them. 
Do you think that they know? 

Mr. DeOrsey. If I owned the New York Giants and the New 
York Brooklyn Club, I think I would know what I wanted to do. 

The CHarrMan. Go ahead. 

Mr. DrOrsry. I also stated that baseball needs a reserve clause— 
but it must be fair and reasonable; that baseball laws need liberaliz- 
ing and that when this is done, there will be no need of legislation 
or Government control. 

I tossed on the table a few suggestions which I felt would help 
baseball—the owners and the players. What is good for baseball is 
good for me—I am a baseball fan. 

IT suggested a single 16-team major league with an eastern and 
western division. The winners of the eastern division would play 
the winners of the western division in a world series—thus the fans of 
the East and the West would witness a world series in their own 
territory every year instead of only occasionally as has been the case 
heretofore. Each division would consist of 4 American and 4 Na- 
tional League clubs. 

The CratmrmMan. You mean we wouldn’t have a subway world 
series, is that it? 

Mr. DeOrsey. No, you couldn’t have a subway world series under 
my proposal. 

The CHatrMan. Like between Brooklyn and the Yankees ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. They would play each other 10 times, 5 at home 
and 5 away from home. It would necessitate only 2 western trips 
instead of 4 as at present. It would give the fans a chance to see 
15 other clubs instead of 7 and would give them all a chance to see 
Mantle, Williams, and Score, as well as many others. It would 
create more radio and television interest and would cut down on 
traveling costs. 

Baseball should eliminate the abuses existing under the present 
waiver and draft regulations. Baseball men are making a mockery 
of the waiver rule. Club owners may place a player on the waiver 
list 3 times—withdrawing his name without cause for the first 2 
times. The $10,000 waiver price becomes a minimum instead of a 
maximum. 

Players are permitted to go to the minors even though some other 
major league club may claim him. The rule should be changed so 
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that when a player is placed on a waiver list he should be assigned 
to the major league club that claims him, and, instead of being : sent 
to the minors if he is not claimed, he should be given his uncondi- 
tional release. 

Mr. Stneman. Excuse me just a minute, Mr. DeOrsey. I want to 
clarify this previous paragraph. 

Do I understand that you are implying that under the present 
system, an owner can place a player on the waiver list hoping that 
he will get through, and then when he finds that somebody for some 
reason happens to be interested in him, he then quickly withdraws 
the name before the deadline and thereby saves the player? Is that 
what you are suggesting ¢ 

Mr. DeOrsey. That is exactly right. The purpose of the waiver 
rule as I understand it and as other baseball men have told me, was 
to permit a player to play in the highest classification as long as he 

can perform for someone else. I say, therefore, that if you put him 
on a waiver list and some club claims him and then you withdraw 
the waiver and you send him out on option, he is not playing in the 
highest classification in which someone wants him to play. 

It has also been said that, if he is sent out on option, he still re- 
mains for all intents and purposes a major leaguer—with one ex- 
ception. He loses that time for pension trust. I say he does lose 
something if you send him back to the minors. 

The spirit of the present draft rule is not being observed. At 
present, only one player may be drafted each year from a minor 
league club. Big league club owners with minor league affiliations 
have transferred their draft-eligible minor league players to one 
club so that only one of the eligibles may be drafted. This is not 
fair to the player who is thus deprived of an opportunity to be called 
up by a major league club and share in the pension and other benefits 
provided by the major league—and of course he misses an opportunity 
to earn a Mantle or Williams salary. 

I think that the major league roster should be limited to 40 players, 
without any additions or subtr: actions, the same as it was during the 
regime of the late great Commissioner, Judge Landis. More players 
of major league caliber would be spread around the other clubs in- 
stead of keeping them in the minors. 

Mr. Keating. I wanted to ask a question about the draft. May I 
lo it now ? 

Mr. Frick testified that he had recommended to the executive coun- 
cil that the draft rule be amended to provide as follows: 

That any player who has been in the minor leagues for 4 years shall there- 
after be subject to unrestricted draft by major league clubs each year he re- 
mains in or returns to the minor leagues. By “unrestricted draft’ I mean that 
any number of such 4-year players could be drafted from a minor league club 
provided of course the major league clubs selecting the players has room for 
them on their rosters of 40. 

Would you agree with that recommendation ? 

Mr. DeOrsey. I think that is a very good suggestion. However, I 
think 4 years is a little too long. 

Mr. Keating. You think it should be shorter ? 

Mr. DrOrsey. Yes, sir. He is not protected at all for the first 4 
years. I am now talking about the player, and of course I am talking 
about the minor league pl: yer 








1260 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


The Cuatrman. Go ahead. 

Mr. DeOrsey. I suggest that the major league clubs divorce them- 
selves from minor league ownership. Turn the minors back to the 
minors—let them sell their own players—raise the draft price suffi- 
ciently so that it will be helpful to the minors—and keep the major 
league radio and television broadcasts out of minor league territory, 
at least when the minor league team is playing at home. 

The major league club owner is not as solicitous of the welfare 
of the minor league player over whom he exercises control, for no 
provisions have been made to set up a pension fund for him. 

Mr. Keartne. May I ask a question about that radio and TV 
broadcasting being kept out of minor league territory? Would you as 
a lawyer say that such a rule would probably violate the present 
antitrust laws ? 

Mr. DeOrsey. I don’t know too much about antitrust laws, but I 
would gather that it would. But if it does, legislation should be 
passed so that it will not. 

Mr. Kearttne. In other words, you think that Congress ought to 
pass legislation to make this exception to the antitrust laws ? 

Mr. DeOrsery. I most certainly do. I understand there is not too 
much objection about whether or not it should be done. No one 
seems to move to ask that it be done. 

The Cuarrman. We are going to take it under advisement. 

Mr. Stveman. Mr. Chairman, I have a question at this point too. 
You have suggested, Mr. DeOrsey, that the minors should be turned 

back to the minors and that major league clubs should divorce them- 
selves from any interest in the minor leagues. 

It has been ‘suggested here in the past that if this were done, the 
minor league teams would be far worse off financially than they 
are now because they get so much support from major league teams. 
It has also been suggested that it would also remove from the major 
league teams an incentive to train players in the minor leagues and 
bring them along. For these reasons it has been contended that such 
a proposal would not only be detrimental to the minor league clubs 
but might also be detrimental to the minor league players as well. 

Would you care to comment on those points ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. No. 1, I think one of the things everybody agrees 
upon as the cause of losses in the minor leagues and lack of interest 
in the minor leagues, is this radio and television that seems to invade 
minor league territory. 

That is one thing. 

Mr. Trautman I understand, says that a ball club is a civic insti- 
tution, that you must have community spirit. 

I agree with him. But you cannot have community spirit and civic 
institutions when a minor league club is in the pennant race and a 
big league club comes down and gets their best player and brings 
him up to the major league. 

I think that has something to do with this lack of interest. 

I don’t know when it started, but I think they clipped Judge 
Landis’ wings in about 1932. It would be interesting to know from 
statistics, and I don’t have them, how many clubs and leagues there 
were in 1932 and how many clubs and leagues there are now. 

Mr. Keating. One other question on your statement here about 
the pension fund for minor league players. 
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Since the figures indicate that the vast majority of minor league 
clubs operate at a loss each year, how do you think such a pension 
fund should be set up for a minor league player ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. If you gentlemen do pass a law that will prevent 
the big league club owners from broadcasting in these minor league 
towns without the consent of the minor league club owner, and if 
he does give that consent and gets a part of the revenue from the 
radio and television broadcasting that goes in these minor league 
towns, I think that would be the start of a pension plan. 

It evidently was the start of a pension plan for big league baseball. 

Mr. Keating. That is give them a piece of the big teams revenues 
from radio and TV? 

Mr. DeOrsey. In their minor league territory, yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Go ahead, Mr. DeOrsey. 

Mr. DeOrsry. More minor league players should be given an op- 
portunity to play major league ball. It would aid them somewhat 
to attain this goal if the present limit of one draft choice from each 
club be increased to three. 

In the Look magazine article I said: 

A big league club may now keep a player chained to the minors for as long 
as 7 years, even though he is of major league caliber. * * * These 7 years a 
baliplayer can be kept in a minor league farm are, in many cases, the most 
productive playing years of his career. This period of apprenticeship should 
be curtailed. 

A minor league player is untouchable for draft purposes until he 
has been a minor leaguer for 4 years. This period should be reduced 
to 2. 

Coming back to your original question, Congressman, I think that 
the 4 years should be reduced to 2. 

At the same time, the option rule should be amended. At present, 
a major league club can send a player to the minors on option for 
a period of 3 years. This should be reduced to 2. 

The commissioner of baseball and I are not too far apart now. We 
both have him in the minor league for 4 years. 

Thus, a player would be chained to the minors for 4 years instead 
of 7. It would save him 3 years in his quest for a big league career 
and all the opportunities stemming therefrom. 

The minor leaguer of today was born too soon. He would be much 
better off if he were a 17-year old high school bonus baby instead 
of a seasoned minor leaguer. Aside from the big salary, the bonus 
baby immediately has 2 years going for him toward the pension 
benefits. 

If the bonus baby is drafted into the Armed Forces, he now has 3 
additional years going for him and becomes eligible for the pension 
without playing as much as one game of organized ball. This is be- 
cause he receives credit for the 2 years in the military service and 
must be taken back by the big league club for at least 1 additional 
year—a total of 5 years major league service. 

Mr. Keratine. Let me ask a question about the bonus baby. Is it 
not correct that at present this bonus baby has to remain on the 
roster of the major league club he is assigned to for at least 2 years. 

Mr. DeOrsey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Keartna. And you do think apparently that that rule is harm- 
ful to the veteran ballplayers? 
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Mr. DeOrsry. No. I merely say that the bonus baby has a better 
chance than the minor leaguer, evidently, because without striking 
a lick he gets 5 years going for him if circumstances occur as I have 
outlined. 

Mr. Keratrne. Do you think this rule ought to be changed at all, 
this 2-year rule ¢ 

Mr. DeOrsey. No. I just think that the minor leaguer should be 
given more consideration insofar as pensions are concerned. 

The average life of a major league ballplayer is less than 5 years, 

At least this was it in your 19! 1 investigation. 

There are only a few 10-year players in the majors today. There 
is no need of keeping him chained for life. A iabeuibie reserve 
period should suffice—say not more than 6 years. Nothing, how- 
ever, should prevent a major league club from entering into a definite 
long-term contract beyond the 6 years 

The Cuamman. In connection with this, you said in the article 
in Look: 

“Club owners, to a man, believe that baseball would be thrown into 
chaos if the reserve clause should be struck out. But would it? 

“The 20-year veteran Bob Feller thinks not. Shortly after the Su- 
preme Court ruled that pro football is subject to the antitrust laws, 
The Sporting News quoted Feller: ‘Baseball owners advertise the fact 
they’ve got $80 million tied up in the game, but nobody asked them to 
invest : They came in because they thought they could make some 
money and for no other reason. 

“The story went on to say: ‘When the antitrust laws finally are 
applied to baseball, Feller does not believe it will put the Mickey 
Mantles on the open market, up for bidding.’ It quoted Feller: 
‘They'll water down the rules and operate as they always have, but 
it might help some of the ordinary ballplayers who can be covered 
up for 7 years before they’ re free game for the draft. Most of the 
owners are aware of the game’s problems and are trying to solve them. 
But too many of them are so tied up with tradition that they prac- 
tically fall asleep when new ideas are offered to them.’ 

“This was 3 days after I made my proposals, among them a revi- 
sion in the reserve clause. 

“No one has given me a reason why baseball would not survive 
without the reserve clause. Some owners argue that, without a re- 
serve clause, players would be thrown on the open market and that 
the rich teams would outbid other teams who can’t afford to give a 
player the raise he thinks he deserves. That’s another way of telling 
me that you don’t trust your fellow owners; that there is no code of 
ethics in the big leagues—a premise with which I disagree, because I 
believe that big league club owners today are men who respect the 

rights of their fellow owners 

“T have never suggested that the reserve clause be scuttled. I have 
proposed that it be modified so that it is fair and equitable to the clubs 
and players alike. But the reserve clause is not fair when it deprives 
every player, once he has signed his first contract and until he is given 
his release, of any right to elect or even to bargain about what club 
he shall play for. Nor is it fair to have a situation where, as minor 
league boss George Trautman once testified, a minor league player 

vas assigned to 10 different clubs in 1 season. That might be con- 
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strued as a policy of involuntary servitude. And neither is it fair 
to keep a good player in minor-league bondage for 7 years. 

“The reserve clause should be improved to permit a player to be 
kept in the highest classification in which he is capable of playing. 
Remember Bobby Morgan, whom Brooklyn kept with Montreal, de- 
spite the fact that he was the best shortstop in the International 
League—and also the leading hitter and most valuable player? It 
is not just for a major-league team to exercise lifetime control over a 
player. The average big- Teague playing life of a player is less than 
5 years. The American League clubs are entitled ‘to reserve 320 
players, yet there are only 23 in the 10-year classification this year. 

“Baseball can purge itself of the charge that it keeps its players 
under bondage by putting an option provision in its reserve clause. 
Give a player a definite contract for a definite salary covering his use- 
ful playing life, with options on an escalator-clause basis. Example: 
Ifa pl: uyer were signed for the first year at $10,000, there would be 
an option to sign for the second year at $12,000; for $15,000 the third 
year, and so on. There might even be a clause to protect the owner 
against having to grant the increase in a certain year when the play- 
er’s performance did not warrant an automatic increase. This would 
be along the lines of the present arrangement whereby a player may 
not be cut more than 25 percent from 1 year to the next. I under- 
stand today, in instances where a player gets a 25-percent cut, he has 
the right of appeal to show he should not have been cut that much, 
or at all. My proposed clause would work both ways, to protect the 
player and the owner. And it wouldn’t prevent an owner from giv- 
ing a player a bigger raise than stipulated in the option—a raise 
comparable to the player’ s worth. 

“In this way, if player and employer can’t agree on a figure, the 
ph ayer has a right to go somewhere else. But let’s be practical about 

: Where is he going to go—especially if both owner and player are 
pike! by a code of law-enforced procedures ? 

“T read recently that Stan Musial favors a modification of the re- 
serve clause limiting the reserve option to 10 years. One further 
revision is suggested, as a result of the recent Boston Red Sox offer 
of $1 million for pitcher Herb Score. If that much money is going 
to change hands for a single player, it is only fair that provisions be 
made for the player involved to be given part of the sale price. 

Do you still believe in those observations that you made then? 

Mr. DeOrsey. I certainly do. They don’t have to accept them you 
know. They are merely suggestions and since I did not charge for the 
suggestions the price is right. 

The CuatrMan. Lam going to put this entire article in the record. 

(The article appears at pp. 1299-1304.) 

Mr. DeOrsry. I want to repeat, however, that I am still of the 
opinion that big-league club owners today are men who respect the 
rights of their fellow owners. 

You just mentioned and it is sort of a repetition, but I say here 
that staggering sums are being suggested for the purchase and sale 
of pl: Lyers—at “this writing the figure had reached a million dollars 
for a single player. The ‘pl: yer ‘involved should participate in the 

carving of this melon above a reasonable amount—for the simple 
reason that he had something to do with this great appreciation in 
the value of an asset. 
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You note I say “above a reasonable amount.” I suppose if the 
million dollars had not been offered, the thought would not have 
occurred tome. But I hear so much said that it costs a major league 
club a hundred thousand dollars to prepare a player for the big 
leagues or something like that. 

It seem to me that the club should get its hundred thousand dollars 
back, but that the player should have a cut above the hundred thousand 
dollars. That will eliminate the $5,000 and $10,000 sales, $25,000 
sales and so forth. 

Mr. Keatrne. How would you decide on that? 

The CuHatrman. When I suggested that it was a transfer of the 
player, one of the witnesses said it was not a transfer of the player 
at all, but just a transfer of his contract. 

What is your comment on that ? 

Mr. DeOrsey. He is right. You transfer the contract. But I say 
this: if the player does not go along with the contract there is not 
much of a deal. 

The Cuarrman. It does transfer the player’s playing abilities, his 
insight, his ability to hit the ball or pitch the ball. It is a transfer 
of the player’s talents as well as his personality and his whole physical 
being. 

Isn’t it a transfer of the player? 

Mr. DeOrsey. I think we are having a play on words as far as the 
people who want to say that it is not a transfer of the player but a 
transfer of the contract. Both have to go together. 

The CuHarrman. Whether or not it is only a transfer of the con- 
tract, the player is treated as a mere chattel, like a sack of potatoes. 

Mr. DeOrsey. I would rather not comment. 

Mr. Kerattne. I don’t think the chairman ought to call a good ball- 
player a sack of potatoes. 

The Cuatmrman. Wait a minute, I did not say that. 

Don’t you dare try that. Of course a baseball player is not a sack 
of potatoes. But in the point of view of some of the owners, it is 
a transfer of a chattel. 

Mr. DeOrsey. I would rather say it is a transfer of an asset. 

The Cuarrman. When we speak of an asset, we speak of something 
inanimate but this is a transfer of a human being. If you are going to 
consider it like an asset, then it is just like transferring a serf or a 
peon. Let’s be honest about this thing. It does not necessarily mean 
that I am for or against the reserve clause. 

Mr. DeOrsey. I assure you, Mr. Chairman, from what I have said 
so far you will see that I am being honest about it. 

The Cuarrman. I don’t mean you, sir. 

You have been pretty honest and forthright in your article in Look 
as youare now. But some of these people come here and tell me that 
it is not a transfer of a player. That is just a lot of tommyrot. 

Mr. Keattna. I hope the chairman is not losing his objectivity. 

The Cuarrman. I am not. I don’t lose my objectivity when I 
say it is tommyrot when I hear people say that. Sure it is a transfer 
of a player and all that is involved in the player. But go ahead, Mr. 
DeOrsey. 

Mr. DeOrsry. I want to come back to the reserve clause for a mo- 
ment. I think there should be some change in the reserve clause as it 
now stands in connection with the bonus baby. 
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The CuarrMan. Go ahead, Mr. DeOrsey. 

Mr. DeOrsey. I believe I should repeat because you may not have 
heard me. I thought there should be some change in the reserve 
clause insofar as the bonus baby is concerned. You are now signing 
a player at the age of 17 or 18 or whatever age it is, and his father has 
to agree with him that it is a good contract. When the player reaches 
the age of 21, as everyone knows, he may void the contract. 

But under the baseball rules as they are today, if he voids the con- 
tract he is put on some other kind of a list and unable to go forward 
and play ball in big league baseball unless he agrees to continue with 
that club. 

I don’t think it is fair to bind a 17-year-old boy to what his father 
said ~ should be bound to. 

The Cuarrman. You mean like the contract made by the Cardinals 
recently for the two brothers? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I thought that was a pretty good contract myself. 

The Cuarman. It is a very good contract. 

Mr. DrOrsry. It looks like one of the McDaniel boys has stolen 
my thunder. I was going to say they keep him on the bench for 
2 years and he is nothing but a glorified bat boy, but it looks like 
McDaniel was a little more than a glorified bat boy. 

The Carman. He is a marvelous pitcher, I saw him play. He 
beat Brooklyn Sunday a week ago. 

Mr, Mitre. Mr. DeOrsey, are you suggesting that in the case of 
these bonus players, so to speak, the 17-year -old boys, that they should 
not be held to the club which pays the bonus in the original instance 
after they become 21 years of age? 

Mr. DrOrsey. I am, sir, only because I think that is the law. 

Mr. Miter. I think I agree with you on that, that no contract 
entered into by a minor can be valid after 21 unless he ratifies it 
after he becomes of age. 

I think we agree on the law. 

But would not the effect of your suggestion be in all probability 
to eliminate the opportunities for these young men in America who 
have this unusual ability from getting any bonuses at all ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. Not necessarily. The club owner knows what he 
is doing. He knows what the law is. He knows how long he can 
tie him up legally. 

Mr. Miter. He knows what he is doing today because they have 
the ability under the reserve clause and so forth to at least prevent 
his becoming a free agent in organized baseball after 21, which 
apparently is what you subscribe to. 

If we follow your premise to the point that no owner could tie 
a player up after he became 21, would major league owners today 
be willing to pay a teen-ager $50,000 or $75,000 or a hundred thousand 
if he felt that he could not keep him beyond 1 year or 2 years or 
3 years? 

Mr. DrOrsey. I will put it this way: I don’t think he would be 
very smart if he did do it, but I am not so much in favor of—— 

Mr. Mitier. Therefore that would eliminate that opportunity for 
the boys like McDaniel. 

Mr. DeOrsey. Yes, sir, and there is nothing that I can do about it 
as I said before. It is the law. 


96797—57—pt. 1-81 
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The Cuarrman. I am not sure of my law, but cannot the young man 
disavow the contract when he reaches the age of 21 ? 

Mr. Miter. He can now under the law as you know, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrman. He can do that. So they take a chance when they 
give him the $50,000. 

Mr. Miurr. They take a chance, Mr. Chairman, but only to this 
extent. As the situation now exists and as I understand it, they 
have in organized baseball this rule: That if a boy attains the age 
of 21 years and at that point he wishes to void his contract, then he 
does not become a free agent so as to play with other teams in organ- 
ized baseball. 

In other words, if he then does not accept a continuation of his 
contract with the owner of the team that paid the bonus, then they 
are permitted to place him on a restricted list. However, Mr. De- 
Orsey is opposing that and wishes to have that eliminated so that 
when a young player becomes 21 years of age, he may then void his 
contract and be a free agent and be able to offer his services to other 
teams, even though he has already banked a hundred thousand dollars 
from one team for a relatively short period of time during his 
minority. 

Mr. DrOrsry. May I say I am not opposing anything? 

I am merely making suggestions. I am going to go back to my 
fish and fow] story which you reiterated. 

The Cuarrman. Just before you do that, I say to the gentleman 
from New York, Mr. Miller, that baseball does something which the 
law frowns upon. The law says—I think—that when the boy be 
comes 21 he can disavow the contract. But if he does that in base- 
ball, baseball says he is on a disqualified list. Therefore baseball would 
place sanctions against him and do something which the law will not 
ordinarily permit. 

Mr. Miuier. That is true, Mr. Chairman, and that is the very point 
that I think the gentleman from New York, Mr. Keating and I have 
made during the course of the hearings, that this is an unusual business. 

It has different facets and different formulas than can be applied 
to normal industry, in other words my point being, Mr. Chairman, 
this: Suppose you had in industry today a scientist like this young 
boy who was on television, this 11-year-old boy who is a genius | 
must say. He operates, of course, under the law of contracts just as 
the baseball players we are talking about, but I am quite sure that 
you won't find any industry today offering that young boy at 11 years 
of age or at 18 years of age a hundred thousand dollars to sign a con- 
tract with General Electric, because they know he can void that 
contract when he becomes 21 and go with General Motors or with 
Chrysler or anybody else. 

The only way that these young boys will ever be offered these sums 
of $50,000 or $75,000 or $100,000 is under the present setup in baseball. 
I am not saying that it is good or bad, Mr. Chairman. I am looking 
at this objectively, like you. I am exploring it. I am only saying 
that if you find that these players may void their contracts when 
they become 21, and there is then no restriction under the baseball 
rules which forces them to remain with the club that signs them and 
at 21 they become free agents, they would not at 18 or 19 be paid 
$100,000 by any club. 
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The CuHairnman. The answer is simple. The only basis for doing 
that in baseball is that baseball presently is exempt from the anti- 
trust laws. 

Mr. Mier. That is right. 

The Cuamman. And has been exempt ? 

Mr. Mitier. T hat is right. 

The Cuairman. But, in the motion-picture industry, a studio might 
find some young tee n-aged star it would like to sign up. They make 
the contract and then, when the teen-ager becomes ‘21 and he disavows 
the contract, the studio would be out in the cold. They could not 
invoke the sanctions that baseball owners invoke, but only because 
one is in and the other is outside the antitrust laws. 

Mr. Keating. Don’t they have to give up the $50,000? 

Mr. DeOrsey. Are you asking me, as a question of law? 

The answer is “No.” 

Mr. Kearina. They don’t. They can keep the bonus but give up 
the team ¢ 

Mr. DreOrsey. Yes, sir. In answer to your question, Mr. Miller, 
I did say that I did not think the club owner, or I meant to say I 
did not think he would have much sense if he did make that kind 
of a deal. 

Mr. Miter. | agree with you. 

Mr. DeOrsey. Of course, these days of high taxes, if they are op- 
erating the clubs as individuals, and I don’t know whether or not 
they do, and they are in the proper bracket, it only costs them 9 cents 
on the dollar to give them that kind of a figure. As far as corpora- 
tions are concerned, it only costs them 48 cents on the dollar. So 
you and I as taxpayers are helping that bonus boy to get that money. 

The Cuamman. But, although there are many teen-agers who 
through their parents or guardians have signed such contracts, I 
have never heard of a case where there has been repudiation when the 
teen-ager becomes21. They usually go right on, don’t they ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I don’t know. But he has that right, and I don’t 
think you should take it away from him. 

The Cuamman. I understand, but, from the realistic standpoint, 
there are no such cases, are there? Don’t they usually play on? 

Mr. DrOrsey. I don’t know. 

Mr. Mitier. That is because of the existence of the reserve clause 
we are talking about and which I am in favor of retaining. If you 
do away with the reserve clause and allow a bonus player to simply 
void his contract and then go with another team in organized base- 
ball when he becomes 21, may be it is a good thing; I don’t know, but 
I am only saying that it is certainly going to eliminate the payment 
of any of these bonuses to these young boys because who in their 
right mind would pay $100,000 for an 18-year-old boy when you are 
not reasonably sure he will stay with you after he is 21? When you 
pay him the bonus you are not sure that he will be good, but you are 
willing to take that gamble because if he does turn out well he will 
have to play on your team. You take a calculated risk that a percent- 
age of the players you buy . ce that will be good. Those that are bad 
you are stuck w ith anyway and your money is lost to begin with, but at 
least you don’t lose on : all counts because those that turn out to be 
good you are able to retain. 








1268 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 


Mr. DeOrsey. If you are in the 91-percent bracket you don’t lose 
too much. 

Mr. Mitier. If you are going to bring that up, I could, as the 
chairman says, explore that a little bit as to who is paying this. 
There are many teams in the 52-percent bracket corporatewise—— 

Mr. DeOrsey. I say if they are. 

Mr. Mitter. If they are; yes. 

The CuHatrman. I think it is very unfair, though, and very in- 
equitable, to saddle a contract like that upon a teen-ager. 

Mr. Keattrne. Saddle? Johnny Antonelli; how much did they 
pay him—$50,000 ? 

The Cuarrman. It makes no difference. 

Mr. Keatine. The whole city went wild. 

The CHarrman. Wait a minute; you can make your comment. I 
think it is wrong and inequitable, in the case of a teen-ager, to pay 
him a sum of money upon the consideration that, when he becomes 
21, he is faced with restrictive covenants with sanctions which com- 
pel him to do something that he may not want to do, which require 
him to go on in the same way that he did before. 

Mr. Kratina. He can retire at 21. 

The Carman. Wait a minute; I don’t think it is a blessing at 
all to have sanctions invoked to compel him to play baseball. That 
is the gravamen of my complaint. I think it is dead wrong, re- 
gardless of the reserve clause on which I am not expressing an opin- 
ion. 

Mr. Keatine. I think it would be worse to deprive these young 
fellows of the promise, of the opportunity to play ball and to get such 
a bonus. T know of this one case. What a marvelous thing it was 
for this boy and his whole family. He became a hero in his com- 
munity overnight, and he has gone along pretty well, and he is doing 
all right. 

The Cuamman. What happens to his education? He may have 
had ambitions to become a doctor or something like that. 

Mr. Keatine. At 21 he can put his $100,000 in his jeans and start 
studying medicine. 

The Cuatrman. He could not study medicine, because he probably 
has only been to high school; he has not been to college. But, in 
any event how many cases are there where they get $50,000? 

Mr. Kearttne. I don’t know of many. I happened to think, Mr. 
Chairman, of what it was I wanted to ask. May I ask the question? 

The CrarrMan. Surely. 

Mr. Keratine. You, Mr. DeOrsey, have thrown out, if not an at- 
tack upon, serious reservations on this reserve clause. Were you 
here when the three representatives of the players association testi- 
fied, and every one of them said that they thought the reserve clause 
was essential to organized baseball ? 

Mr. DreOrsey. Yes: that was the only session that I attended, which 
was this morning. May I say that, if your committee wants to 
leave the reserve clause in, that is all right with me. But I will say 
that I do think you should permit the boy to express his loyalty for 
the club the same as Yost has for our club. TI am talking now about 
the 21-year-old boy. He may be so loyal to the club when he reaches 
the age of 21 that he will want to ratify rather than void. 

Mr. Krarttne. I would think he would. 
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The CuarrMan. Go ahead. 

Mr. DeOrsry. The assignability of player contracts is now un- 
limited. One player was assigned 10 times in 1 season. This is 
unreasonable. The assignability should be made reasonable. 

Mr. Krattne. Who is this player, Mr. Prendergast ? 

Mr. DrOrsey. I anticipated that such a question would be asked. 
I must refer you to Mr. Trautman, because in the hearings held before 
this committee Mr. Trautman so testified. I don’t know who the 
player is. 

The Crarrman. I read Mr. Trautman’s statement on that point 
this morning. Go ahead. 

Mr. DrOrsey. I want to make a correction in the statement which 
I filed with the committee. 

I started off by saying Congressman Hillings has introduced a bill 
asking that 15 percent ‘of a W age earner’s salary be exempted from 
tax. I meant professional athletes’ salary 

Congressman Hillings has introduced a bill asking that 15 percent 
of a profession: al athlete’s salary be exempted from “the tax. 

[ am in favor of this provision in principle—but if I were a Con- 
gressman I would vote against it. This is class legislation. Why 
should a particular class of wage earner be afforded preferential treat- 
ment over any other wage earner ¢ 

A similar bill could be introduced however covering all wage earn- 
ers in the United States. It would not interfere with the budget at 
this time and perhaps it would meet the timetable set for future tax 
reductions. 

I would follow through with the Congressman’s thought. 

Mr. Miner. I have a question at that point. 

In the absence of Congressman Hillings I want to give you what 
I believe the Congressman’s position is on this matter - and ask your 
opinion because I hi ive great respect for your ability as an attorney. 

Mr. DrOrsry. Thank - you, sir. 

Mr. Mintier. You have stated prev iously in your testimony that the 
life of a baseball player was only 5 years or 10 years or 15 years. 

I mean there has been varying testimony, but I think you might 
agree that the life of a baseball player probably on the average would 
be what—15 years ¢ 

Mr. DrOrsry. I will say that, but I believe I said the average life 
of a major league ballplayer is less than 5 years. 

Mr. Miner. Yes; but the average life, the average span of a player 
is from 17 to 85 would you say roughly or 15 to 18 years, roughly 
around there ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I would say “Yes.” 

Mr. Miuier. Congressman Hillings’ theory I believe, if I speak 
correctly for him, is that a player is different ‘than let’s say we in the 
legal profession who, God willing, go on to 70 years or however long 
it may be. However, the life of a baseball player by the very nature 
of the vocation is limited not to a normal life span but only to 15 years 
of his life, and consequently they are different than all other wage 
earners who, all other things being equal, work most of their natur “al 
life. Therefore baseball players should be given special consideration 
because of the fact that they are fully depleted, so to speak, as to their 
abilities and selling power in a span of 15 years and the Government 
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already gives depletion allowances, as you well know, to the owners of 
oil wells and so forth and so on. 

Mr. DeOrsey. Yes, I do and I was wondering why that was not 
plugged up. 

Mr. Mitter. On the theory that the oil well runs dry at some point 
and so we give hima depletion allowance. 

The same thing is true, says Congressman Hillings, in regard to 
a baseball player who runs dry after 15 years and he feels therefore 
the Government should give him some special consideration during 
those 15 years. 

Mr. Keartne. It makes just as much sense as the oil depletion if 
not more, 

Mr. Mixier. Yes. I wonder if you have any comment on that? 

Mr. DeOrsrey. I think he is right but I think that the same applies 
to a moving picture actor or nowadays a radio and television come- 
dian. You notice his life as a performer is not too long. He depletes. 
And referring to our legal profession, we may be topnotchers for a 
few years and all of a sudden the well runs dr y. 

Mr. Mixer. All of a sudden you own the Kenilworth Hotel? 

Mr. DrOrsey. That is a pretty good place. 

Mr. Miter. It is a very good place to stay and I like it there. 

Mr. DrOrsey. Thank you for the plug. 

I would follow through with the Congressman’s thought. 

Each wage earner’s tax could be computed i in the regul: ir manner— 
you then give him credit in the United States Treasury for the dif- 
ference in tax between the tax without the 15 percent credit and the 
tax with it. 

You then take the wage earner’s highest earnings for any previous 
5-year period and average them. W hen his subseque nt earnings fall 
below this average he may draw on the amount to his credit in the 
United States Treasury to make up the difference. If he dies before 
his entire credit is used up, the balance will be paid to his estate and 
become part of his gross estate. Were I a Congressman, I would vote 
for such a bill. 

I have previously stated and repeat—baseball men would be better 
off if they worked out their own problems. 

There is no question that baseball is operating today in an at- 
mosphere of uncertainty insofar as the antitrust laws are concerned. 
In order to clear up this uncertainty, it perhaps would be advisable 
for Congress to set up specific guideposts staking out the areas within 
which organized baseball may operate without coming into conflict 
with the antitrust laws. Accordingly, I would suggest legislation, 
if any is needed, that— 

(1) Will permit a major-league club to reserve a player for not 
more than 6 years. 

(2) Will permit a major-league club to control not more than 40 
players. 

The CuamMan. Would that do away with the farms? 

Mr. DeOrsry. Yes, sir. I would suggest if it is needed that legis- 
lation be passed that will permit a major league club to draft 3 players 
in 1 season from a minor league club. I also would suggest: 

Legislation that will permit a major league club to transfer its 
franchise to any section of the United States. 
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Legislation that will not interfere with contracts entered into by 
major mages clubs for radio and television or closed circuit coverage 
of their games, provided such coverage does not take place in the 
city hairs a minor league game is being played without the consent 
of said minor league club. 

I might say here that when a major league game is broadcast into 
the minor league territory, any moneys rec eived from such consent 
could be used to establish a much needed pension fund for minor 
league players. 

Mr. Stveman. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask a few questions 
of Mr. DeOrsey. 

What percentage of the stock of the Washington Senators do you 
own approximately ¢ 

Mr. DeOrsry. | am prepared to answer that because it was asked 
me in Florida. I told newsmen then that I had a speaking interest. 
[ own five shares. My grandson, who is aged 3, owns 5 shares, and 
my granddaughter, aged 4, owns 5 shares. 

[I bought all the shares that were offered to me. I will say this: 
I do represent those that are in control and they own more than 50 
percent. 

Mr. Stneman. I see. 

And how many shares are there all-told; do you know offhand / 

Mr. DeOrsey. No, | don’t offhand. 

Mr. Stncman. But you represent those who are in control? 

Mr. DeOrsey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Streman. You also have some interest in the Washington 
Redskins football team; do you not? 

Mr. DrOrsry. I did have when the stands were full. When the 
gate sort of went down, Harry Wismer took over. 

Mr. Stneman. But you had a considerable interest and a longtime 
connection with Washington professional football; did you not ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stnaman. And I believe you had something to do with the 
drafting of the present reserve rule in football; is that not correct ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I am being given credit for that but Bernie Nord- 
linger, I think, did most of the work on that. I did discuss it. I 
discussed it most every day with Mr. Marshall, but I think the credit 
should be given to Bernard Nordlinger, another attorney in this town. 

The Cuairman. Will you describe how the reserve ¢ ‘lause operates 
in football and whether it could be applied to baseball ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. May I say that I do not know what the reserve 
clause is today in football. 

I got out of football in 1951. I am told, however, that the player 
is signed for 1 year with an option on his services for the second year. 
I am also told that if he plays out his option, that he becomes a free 
agent. I have some doubts about that. 

The Cuamman. What-do you mean doubts? 

Under the written contract he can play 1 year, then play out a 
second year under option and then he is a free agent for the third 
year, isn’t he? 

Mr. — sey. I really should not comment on something about 
which I don’t know, but I understand that he can still be put on a 
reserve list. 
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The Carman. Not in accordance with the written contract. Do 
you mean there is some sort of a practice, some sort of a gentleman’s 
agreement, that if he does not go back to the same team—— 

Mr. DeOrsry. I really don’t know and I think Mr. Bell should 
answer for his own league. 

The CHarrman. Why are you reluctant to testify as that? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I have been out of football since 1951 and I under- 
stand the contract in effect now is not the one in effect when I was 
there. 

Mr. Stneman. Do you see any reason why this kind of reserve 
clause would be totally inapplic able even if modified for baseball ? 

Mr. DrOrsey. I think 2 years is too little for baseball. 

The CnatmrMan. Why is it too little? 

Mr. DeOrsey. I do not think that the club owners should be given 
a chance to see whether or not the player can make good in 2 years. 

The Cuatrman. Does not that same thing apply to the football 
club owner? 

Mr. DeOrsey. I don’t know about football, sir. 

Mr. Sineman. You have stated that baseball is big business. What 
do you mean by that and why do you say that? 

Mr. DeOrsey. I have heard it said that there is only $65 million 
taken in and that this is about half as much as the largest depart- 
ment store in New York. It is relative. I think $65 million is big. 
As a matter of fact there are 170 million people in the United States 
and if I had all of the popsicle business and only sold one to each 
person in the United States at 10 cents, that would be $17 million, 
170 million popsicles. That’s a big popsicle business! 

Mr. Stneman. I think you have also been quoted, Mr. DeOrsey, as 
stating “courts cannot condone illegality on behalf of a pr ivate dic- 
tatorship just because it affords pleasure to the public.” 

To what where you referring / 

Mr. DeOrsey. I refer to this—that if they should come under 
the antitrust laws, we should not condone the fact that they do some- 
thing in violation of antitrust. 

You have either got to fish or cut bait, either put them under the 
laws or keep them out of it. 

Mr. Stneman. Did you have in mind then the decision of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Cireuit in Gardella 
v. Chandler in which the late Judge Frank speaking for the court at 
one-hundred and seventy-two Federal Reporter, second 415, said: 

The public’s pleasure does not authorize the courts to condone illegality. 
No court should strive ingenuously to legalize a private even if a benevolent 
dictatorship. 

I take it that is in accord with your view ? 

Mr. DeOrsry. Yes. I read that and I could be guilty of 
plagiarism. 

Mr. Stneman. But you were both talking about baseball? 

Mr. DeOrsey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stneman. Thank you, sir. 

I have no further questions. 

Mr. Prerce. I just want to ask 1 or 2 questions. 

Mr. DeOrsey, do you think this committee should recommend 
legislation placing all professional team sports under the antitrust 
laws? 
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Mr. DeOrsey. I have not given that a thought, sir. 

Mr. Pierce. I notice in your statement you suggest certain excep- 
tions to the antitrust laws; is that it ? 

Mr. DeOrsey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Prerce. Then I would assume that you would not recommend 
that all professional sports go under the antitrust laws in toto? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I take this position. 

I really don’t care what you do. All I say is, these are some of 
the suggestions that I would make. 

Mr. Prerce. I am trying to get your best thought and opinion. 

Mr. DeOrsey. My best thought is that if legislation is needed, you 
should exempt certain parts of baseball’s makeup. 

Mr. Prerce. In other words, am I correct in assuming that your 
position is that this committee should recommend legislation grant- 
ing certain exemptions to baseball and other professional sports 
from the antitrust laws? 

Mr. DeOrsty. May I just say that I am in favor of certain legis- 
lation that will exempt certain clauses in antitrust legislation affect- 
ing baseball. I have no interest in any other sport. 

Mr. Prerce. Just professional baseball. Thank you. 

Mr. Keatina. But you agree that certain phases of their activity 
like selling popcorn and peanuts and radio and TV rights and so on 
should be under the antitrust laws the same as any other business? 

Mr. DeOrsry. I think you either put them in under antitrust or 
keep them out. But if you are going to put them in, exempt the 
things that I have suggested. 

You will notice that mine did not include eliminating TV, only to 
the extent of permitting them to broadcast in minor league territories 
and giving them—the minor league club—a piece of the loot. 

Mr. Miiuer. Mr. DeOrsey, are you aware of the fact that the club 
owners did as a matter of fact seek permission or at least an opinion 
from the office of the Attorney General as to whether or not they 
could refrain from or enter into an agreement among themselves 
not to televise big league ball games in territories in which minor 
league teams played, and they were advised by the Attorney General 
that they could not do so and if they did so they would be violating 
the antitrust laws of the United States. 

Mr. DrOrsry. Yes, sir, I am aware of that. But I do think that 
if they want to help out and they have a real interest in helping out 
minor league baseball, that big league baseball should ask Congress 
for a law permitting them to do that. 

Mr. Miiter. I notice that one of your suggestions is this: You 
suggest a major league club be permitted to control no more than 40 
players, which I take it means control not only of their own roster 
but 40 players all over the United States—only 40 players? 

Mr. DeOrsey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Minter. Which would in a sense, would it not, destroy the farm 
system and the working agreements that now exist between major 
league clubs and minor league clubs? 

Mr. DeOrsey. It would destroy the farm systems and the working 
agreements provided all of those players on those clubs that are 
controlled by the major league clubs amount to more than 40. 

Mr. Mruer. Yes. So it would in effect probably destroy those 
farm systems and the working agreements that now exist? 
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Mr. DeOrsey. | am in favor of eliminating the farm systems, as I 
have stated heretofore. 

Mr. Minter. According to much of the credible evidence—and 
again you are a director of a club and I am not—but according to 
much of the credible evidence which we have gotten here, many of 
these farm clubs and minor league clubs exist today only because of 
the financial support which they receive from major league teams. 
They actually operate at a financial loss but are maintained and sup- 
ported as a loss item by major league clubs. I think as a matter of 
fact the figures given to the committee by the major league clubs 
indicate that while they make a profit from certain facets of their 
activities, their farm operations generally operate at a loss. They 
support these teams to provide an opportunity for young men in 
America to gain the experience necessary to become eligible for and 
equipped and proficient enough to become major league players. 

If your suggestion of limiting teams to 40 players were followed, 
it would wipe out many of the farm teams and the other minor league 
teams that have working agreements with the majors so that a young 
boy from the sandlot or from high school who was not a bonus baby 
and could not immediately step into the major leagues would have 
no place in America where he might gain the experience necessary 
to become a major league player. 

Would you be in favor of that? 

The Cuatrman. I don’t want to cut you off but there is a bill on the 
floor which emanated from this committee and the Members have to go 
on the floor immediately. 

You shall be privileged to revise your remarks in the record. Is 
that all right ? 

Mr. Miter. Yes, certainly. 

Mr. DeOrsey. I don’t agree with your suggestions, Mr. Miller, nor 
with this so-called credible evidence. This so-called credible evidence 
told you, I am informed, that the purpose of the waiver rule was to 
protect the player and permit him to play in the highest classification 
as long as he can perform for someone up there. He knows that it 
doesn’t work that way. When players are placed on the waiver list 
and are claimed by other big league clubs, the waiver is withdrawn- 
the player is sent to the minors. 

This so-called credible evidence, I am informed, also told you that 
when a big league player is sent to the minors, he is for all intents and 
purposes a major league ballplayer. He must know that is not so. He 
must know that when this occurs the player loses that precious right 
they talk about—his right under the pension plan. 

It is true the major league clubs show a loss from operation of 
the minor league clubs—but their method of bookkeeping will have 
something to do with that. You cannot farm a $15,000 salaried player 
toa minor league farm and call that normal minor league expense. 

The minor league operations were successful up to 1932 when the 
majors clipped the wings of Judge Landis. 

The minor leagues should be given an opportunity to operate with- 
out interference from m: jor league radio and television—without the 
interference by big league clubs taking the best ballplayer from the 
minor league club during the playing season and thus depriving the 
minor league club of maintaining its position in its own pennant race: 
to operate without having to compete with major league clubs who 
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may now sign a player for $4,000 and send him to the minors to play 
alongside players who receive far less. That does not help morale. 
The minor league cities should be given an opportunity for community 
ownership and to display civic pride, two things which are ignored by 
the majors. 

The young men in America will still have an opportunity to gain 

the minor league oped ience even if the minor league club is not owned 

or controlled by the majors, for under my plan he still can be sent to 
the minors for 4 years of experience. So, Mr. Congressman, the bonus 
baby you mention has the same place to go. 

And may I add—instead of saying the minors cannot exist with the 
majors—the shoe is on the other foot : the m: ijors cannot long continue 
without the minors. 

I wish to make one further observation. The law of the land is that 
a minor may void his contract upon reaching the age of 21. Baseball 
cannot and should not take it upon itself to ignore the legislatures and 
the courts and say, “I am the law; children under 21 are grownup men 
and shall be governed as such.” 

Mr. Miller and Mr. Keating seem to indicate that the amount of the 
bonus is important—using figures of $50,000 and $100,000, My answer 
to that is in the form of a question how about the 17-year-old boy who 
signs a contract for only $5007 

This so-called credible evidence, 1 am informed, also indicated that 
doing away with the reserve clause or limiting it might destroy the 
fans’ confidence in the integrity of the game. “Frankly, I do not see 
the connection. One way to destroy the fans’ confidence in the in- 
tegrity of the game is to permit the continued abuses of the waiver 
and draft rules. 

Another way to shake the confidence of the fans is to announce pub- 
licly (as was done by so-called credible evidence, I am told) that to 
permit a player to receive part of the sales price of his contract might, 
or would, lead that player to shop around for a job with a club against 
which he was competing; or that it might, or would, create a situation 
where that player may be approac hed with offers from several other 
clubs. These remarks, if made, are an unfair, unfortunate, and com- 
pletely unwarranted reflection upon the great American game and the 
men who have made it so. Such things could not happen unless the 
powers that be closed their eyes and refused to enforce the rules now 
on their statute books. I refer to what was known in 1951 as major 
rule 3 on tampering. Judge Landis knew what to do with tamper- 
ing—and he handled it in a way that continued and strengthened pub- 
lic confidence in the integrity of the game. 

In closing, I again repeat, I am of the opinion that the big league 
club owners today are men who respect the rights of their fellow 
owners. 

(Mr. DeOrsey’s prepared statement is as follows:) 


STATEMENT BY C. LEO DEORSEY, OF WASHINGTON, D. C. 


I come here at the invitation of your committee. I am a practicing attorney 
with offices in Washington, D. C., specializing in Federal income taxes. I do 
not and cannot speak for baseball. I do not profess to know all the cures for 
the ills of baseball. I note in the press that I am listed as a witness and that 
I am a director of the Washington Baseball Club. I do not speak for the 
Washington Baseball Club. I stand on my own feet 

When I was in Florida during the month of March I was asked about the 
Supreme Court decision in the football case, and about my views on baseball 
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I made some remarks then, with which some baseball men have disagreed. 
They are within their rights to disagree with anything I have to say, but they 
cannot challenge my right to say it, be I right or wrong. 

My views were made known in Look magazine’s issue dated June 11 which 
was on the newstands in May. 

I said I disagreed with the decision of the Supreme Court. I still do. Base- 
ball and football should be treated alike. 

I said that baseball is a business. This has now become a moot question— 
I know of no one that now questions this statement. I went further and said 
that it was big business. There is some disagreement with the word “big.” 

I suggested that the status of baseball be clarified once and for all. 

I said that revenue from radio and television is a life saver for baseball. 
That, too, has become a moot question. The president of the National League, 
if quoted correctly, said that the radio and TV rights are just as important as 
the paid admissions. 

I said that since baseball is the great national pastime, it should be truly 
national in scope and that there should be major league teams in Los Angeles 
and Sen Francisco. That, too, has since become a moot question for it was 
recently announced that eight National League club owners had voted unani- 
mously to permit the Dodgers and the Giants to make such a move. 

I also stated that baseball needs a reserve clause—but it must be fair and 
reasonable; that baseball laws need liberalizing and that when this is done. 
there will be no need of legislation or Government control. 

I tossed on the table a few suggestions which I felt would help baseball- 
the owners and the players. What is good for baseball is good for me—I am a 
baseball fan. 

I suggested a single 16-team major league with an eastern and a western 
division. The winners of the eastern division would play the winners of the 
western division in a world series—thus the fans of the east and the west would 
witness a world series in their own territory every year instead of only occa- 
sionally as has been the case heretofore. Each division would consist of 4 
American and 4 National League clubs—they would play each other 10 times, 
5 at home and 5 abroad. It would necessitate only 2 western trips instead of 4 
as at present. It would give the fans a chance to see 15 other clubs instead of 
7 and would give them all a chance to see Mantle, Williams, and Score, as well 
as many others. It would create more radio and television interest and would 
cut down on traveling costs. 


PRESENT ABUSES SHOULD BE ELIMINATED 


Baseball should eliminate the abuses existing under the present waiver and 
draft regulations. Baseball men are making a mockery of the waiver rule. Club 
owners may place a player on the waiver list 3 times—withdrawing his name 
without cause for the first 2 times. The $10,000 waiver price becomes a mini- 
mum instead of a maximum. Players are permitted to go to the minors even 
though some other major-league club may claim them. The rule should be 
changed so that when a player is placed on a waiver list he should be assigned 
to the major-league club that claims him, and instead of being sent to the 
minors if he is not claimed, he should be given his unconditional release. 

The spirit of the present draft rule is not being observed. At present only one 
player may be drafted each year from a minor league club. RBig-league club 
owners with minor league affiliations have transferred their draft-eligible minor 
league players to one club so that only one of the eligibles may be drafted. This 
is not fair to the player who is thus deprived of an opportunity to be called up 
by a major league club and share in the pension and other benefits provided by 
the major league, and of course he misses an opportunity to earn a Mantle or 
Williams salary. 


LIMIT MAJOR LEAGUE ROSTER TO 40 
T think that the major league roster should be limited to 40 plavers, without 
any additions or subtractions, the same as it was during the regime of the late 


great commissioner, Judge Landis. More players of major league caliber would 
be spread around the other clubs instead of keeping them in the minors. 


ELIMINATE FARM CLUBS 


I suggest that the major league clubs divorce themselves from minor league 
ownership. Turn the minors back to the minors—let them sell their own 
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players—raise the draft price sufficiently so that it will be helpful to the minors— 
and keep the major league radio and television broadcasts out of minor league 
territory, at least when the minor league team is playing at home. The major 
league club owner is not as solicitous of the welfare of the minor league player 
over whom he exercises control, for no provisions have been made to set up a 
pension fund for him. 

INCREASE DRAFT FROM 1 TO 3 


More minor league players should be given an opportunity to play major 
league ball. It would aid them somewhat to attain this goal if the present limit 
of 1 draft choice from each club be increased to 3. 


REDUCE MINOR LEAGUE APPRENTICESHIP TO 2 YEARS 


In the Look magazine article I said: “A big league club now may keep a 
player chained to the minors for as long as 7 years, even though he is of major- 
league caliber. * * * These 7 years a ballplayer can be kept in a minor-league 
farm are, in many cases, the most productive playing years of his career. This 
period of apprenticeship should be curtailed.” 

A minor league player is untouchable for draft purposes until he has been a 
minor leaguer for 4 years. This period should be reduced to two. At the same 
time, the option rule should be amended. At present a major league club can 
send a player to the minors on option for a period of 3 years. This should be 
reduced to two. Thus a player would be chained to the minors for 4 years 
instead of 7 and would save him 3 years in his quest for a big league career and 
all the opportunities stemming therefrom. The minor leaguer of today was 
born too soon. He would be much better off if he were a 17-year-old high school 
bonus baby instead of a seasoned minor leaguer. Aside from the “big” salary, 
the bonus baby immediately has 2 years going for him toward the pension 
benefits. If the bonus baby is drafted into the Armed Forces, he now has 3 
additional years going for him and becomes eligible for the pension without 
playing as such as one game of organized ball. This is because he receives 
credit for the 2 years in the military service and must be taken back by the 
big league club for at least 1 additional year—a total of 5 years major league 
service. 

RESERVE A PLAYER FOR NO MORE THAN 6 YEARS 


The average life of a major league ballplayer is less than 5 years. There are 
few 10-year players in the majors today. There is no need of keeping him 
chained for life—a reasonable reserve period should suffice—say not more than 
6 years. Nothing, however, should prevent a major league club from entering 
into a definite long-term contract beyond the 6 years. 


PLAYERS ENTITLED TO PART OF SALES PRICE 


Staggering sums are being suggested for the purchase and sale of players- 
at this writing the figure had reached a million dollars for a single player. The 
players involved should participate in the carving of this melon above a reason- 
able amount—for the simple reason that he had something to do with this great 
appreciation in the value of an asset. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF PLAYER CONTRACT SHOULD BE LIMITED 


The assignability of player contracts is now unlimited. One player was as- 
signed 10 times in 1 season. This is unreasonable. The assignability should be 
made reasonable. 


REPRESENTATIVE HILLINGS’ 15-PERCENT DEPLETION PLAN IS 0. K., BUT— 


Congressman Hillings has introduced a bill asking that 15 percent of a profes- 
sional athlete’s salary be exempted from tax. I am in favor of this provision in 
principle—but if I were a Congressman I would vote against it. This is class 
legislation. Why should a particular class of wage earner be afforded prefer- 
ential treatment over any other wage earner? 


MAKE 15-PERCENT EXEMPTION APPLY TO ALL WAGE EARNERS 


A similar bill could be introduced, however, covering all wage earners in the 
United States. It would not interfere with the budget at this time and perhaps 
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it would meet the timetable set for future tax reductions. I would follow through 
with the Congressman’s thought. Each wage earner’s tax could be computed in 
the regular manner—you then give him a credit in the United States Treasury 
for the difference in tax between the tax without the 15-percent credit and the 
tax with it. You then take the wage earner's highest earnings for any previous 
5-year period and average them. When his subsequent earnings fall below this 
average he may draw on the amount to his credit in the United States Treasury 
to make up the difference. If he dies before his entire credit is used up, the 
balance will be paid to his estate and become part of his gross estate. Were | 
a Congressman, I would vote for such a bill. 

I have previously stated and repeat—baseball men would be better off if they 
worked out their own problems. 


SUGGESTED LEGISLATION 


There is no question that baseball is operating today in an atmosphere of uncer- 
tainty insofar as the antitrust laws are concerned. In order to clear up this 
uncertainty, it perhaps would be advisable for Congress to set up specific guide- 
posts staking out the areas within which organized baseball may operate without 
coming into conflict with the antitrust laws. Accordingly, I would suggest legis- 
lation that: 

(1) Will permit a major league club to reserve a player for not more than 
6 years. 

(2) Will permit a major league club to control not more than 40 players. 

(3) Will permit a major league club to draft 3 players in 1 season from a 
minor league club. 

(4) Will permit a major league club to transfer its franchise to any section 
of the United States. 

(5) Will not interfere with contracts entered into by major league clubs for 
radio and television or closed-circuit coverage of their games provided such 
coverage does not take place in the city where a minor league game is being 
played without the consent of said minor league club. I might say here that 
when a major league game is broadcast into the minor league territory, any 
moneys received from such consent could be used to establish a much-needed 
pension fund for minor league players. 

Gentlemen, it has been a privilege and high honor for me to have been invited 
here to express my views. 


The CHarrmMan. We will now adjourn and meet tomorrow morn- 
ing at 9:30 when we shall hear from William Harridge, president of 
the American League; Warren Giles, president of the National 
League; Robert Feller, formerly with the Cleveland Indians, Stan 
Musial of the St. Louis Cardinals, and William Werber, of Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

The committee is now adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 4:05 p. m., the committee was adjourned, to recon- 
vene at 9:30 a. m., Tuesday, June 25, 1957.) 

The following documents were included in the record :) 
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REDS' RETURN ITINERARY 











March 30 — Lv. Tampa via Special Motor Coach 8:15 A.M. 
March 30 — Ar. Sanford, Fla. 11:45 A. M. 
Mayfair Hotel for Dressing and Lunch Only. 
March 30 — Lv. Sanford via Special Motor Coach 6:00 P>M 
March 30— Ar. Orlando, Fla. 6:30 P.M 
San Juan Hotel for Rooms; Adams Restaurant for Meals. 
Apr'l 1 — Lv. Orlando via Special Motor Coach 10:00 A. M. 
April 1 — Ar. Daytona Beach, Fla. 11:30 A. M. 
Osceola Hotel for Dressing and Lunch 
April | — Ly. Daytona Beach via F. EF. C. 6:33 P.M 
Dinner on Train 
April 2— Ar. Charleston, S. C. 5:15 A.M 
Sleeping Cars May Be Occupied Until 8 A. M., Fort Sumter 
Hotel for Dressing and Meals. 
April 2— Lv. Charleston via Southern Special 6:00 P. M. 
Dinner on Train 
April 2— Ar. Columbia, S. C. 9:15 P. M. 
Columbia Hotel. 
April 3— Lv. Columbia via Southern E.T. 8:20 P.M. 
April 4— Ar. Birmingham, Ala. C.T. 11:35 A. M. 


Breakfast and Lunch on Train. Tutwiler Hotel. 


April 5— Lv. Birmingham via L & N Special > C.T. 
April 6— Ar. Bowling Green, Kv. cr. 


9:05 P. M. 
4:40 A.M 


Sleeping Cars may be occupied until 8 A. M., Helm Hotel for Dressing and Meals. 


Monday 
Monday 


Wednesday 
Wednesday 


Wednesday 


Wednesday 


Friday 
Friday 
Friday 


Friday 


Saturday 
Saturday 


Saturdays 
Saturday 





April 6 — Lv. Bowling Green via L & N Special C.T. 


Dinner on Train 
April 6 — Ar. Louisville, Ky. Cut. 


Kentucky Hotel. 





April 8 — Lv. Louisville tia C & O Special C.T. 

April 8— Ar. Lexington, y A C.T. 
Lafayette Hotel for Dressing and Lunch. 

April 8 — Ly. Lexington via C & © Special C.T. 


Dinner on Train 
April 8 — Ar. Charleston, West Virginia E.T 
Daniel Boone Hotel 


April 10— Lv. Charleston via C & O 
April 10— Ar. Ashland, Ky. 
Henry Clay Hotel for Dressing 


April 10— Ly. Ashland via C & © Special 


: _ . Dinner on Train 
April 10— Ar. Cincinnati 





April 11 — Lv. Crosley Field via Special Motor Coach 
April 11 — Ar. Dayton 


Biltmore Hotel for Dressing and Lunch 


April Lv. Dayton via Special Motor Coach 


i! 
April 11 Ar. Crosley Field 


6:15 P.M. 
9:15 P.M. 


. 11:00 P. M. 


9:50 A. M. 
11:42 A, M. 


6:00 P.M 


8:45 P.M 


10:00 A. M 
11:30 A.M 
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Smallest Spring Training Squad in Years, 
35 Players, to Report for Drills at Tam 


One of the smallest spring training squads of recent years will 
train with the Cincinnati Reds at Tampa, Florida, this spring. 
Thirty-five men are on the roster, 14 of them pitchers, five catchers, 
seven infielders and nine outfielders. Tallest player is Frank Mc- 
Cormick, 6 feet, 4 inches, shortest is Les Hinkle, 5 feet, 7 inches. 
Paul Derringer and Ernie Lombardi are the heaviest men, 225 
pounds, and Les Hinkle and Linus Frey are the lightest, 160 pounds. 
Jim Turner is the oldest, 37, and Ben Wade the youngest, 19. Of the 
players on the roster, all have been classified in the draft except Jim 
Turner, Eddie Lukon, Hank Sauer, Ben Wade and George Burpo. 
Turner, who was beyond the age limits for the last registration, and 
Lukon, who was too young, were scheduled to register on February 
16. Wade and Burpo will not be classified until next year, as they are 
still under the age limits. Hank Sauer has registered but he has not 
been classified. Missing from the roster is Benny Zientara, second 
baseman who is serving in the armed forces. 

Average age of the members of the Reds is 27 years, two months, 
average height is 6 feet, two-fifths inch, and the average weight is 
187.4 pounds. Ages are figured to the opening of spring training 
on February 20. 

Following are the complete records of all members of the Reds: 


JOSEPH BEGGS 


Born Rankin, Pa., November 4, 1913. Married, one child. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 185 pounds. Pos. P. 





Year Club Lea. G Ww. L. Pe. LP. AB. Rk ER. 7 B.B. 8.0. E.R.A. C.G 
1934 Scranton N.Y.-P. 1 , 1 3 5 

1935 Akron .....M.-A. L. 41 15 14 .517 243 877 109 81 223 51 137 3.00 

1935 Norfolk A? I 1 + 1 1 

1936 Norfolk inte ae & 9 .710 263 1048 131 108 279 72 125 3.70 21 
1937 Newark ke ah ae ae 4 840 179 746 67 52 160 48 57 261 14 
1938 New York ....A. L. 14 3 2 600 58 231 41 3 69 20 8 5.43 3 
1938 Newark .......... a. 6 SMH BSR OUORDRtOOTOT CUS CUD (llCUDKlUCURS 7 
1939 Newark ...1. L. 33 12 10 545 199 858 9 84 228 42 7 3.80 12 
1940 Cincinnati .....N.L. 37 12 : -800 i 306 19 17 6-21 23 1.99 0 
1941 Cincinnati N.L. 37 + 571 ye ey ee a 0 


GEORGE BURPO 


Born Jenkins, Ky., October 7, 1922. Single. 
Bats Right. Throws Left. Height, 6 feet. Weight, 184 pounds. Pos. P. 


Year Club Lea. G. Ww. lL Pe LP. AB. R. E.R. H B.B. 8.0. E.R.A. C.G. 
1939 Muskogee Ww. A. 1 4 .200 51 67 46 84 50 .. 2 
190 Ogden P.L. Less than 10 games 

1940 Tucson Awls &. 12 3 5 400 59 214 52 4 44 73 90 6.86 3 
1941 Birmingham ..S. A. 7 0 2 .000O 13 5b 9 23 14 9.00 

1941 Tucson A.-T. I. 25 10 8 .556 147 512 79 87 129 176 3.14 

Born Winchester, Va., November 8, 1910. Married, one child. 
Bats Left. Throws Right. Height, 5 feet 7 inches. a 160 , Pos. P. 
Year Club Lea. G. Ww. Pet. LP. A.B. R. E.R. B.B. 8.0. E.B.A. C.G. 


1930 Hagerstown, B.R.L. 11 1 
1938 Federalsburg, E. S. 10 6 


I 333 ‘ 54 32 33.68 
gE. |S. 
1939 Federalsburg, E. S. 41 27 
Ls. 


667 71 264 19 15 5i 31 74 1.90 8 
818 282 1062 94 78 231 84 309 249 29 
550 198 781 100 84 208 50 105 3.82 13 
462 200 811 106 85 223 53 86 3.83 16 


1940 Syracuse 39 «oll 
1941 Syracuse 26 «(12 
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Year 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 


1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
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Born 

Bats Right. 
Club 
Danville 


Danville . 


Rochester ..........1. 


Rochester 


St. Louis 


St. Louis ........ 
Cincinnati ........N. 
Cincinnati ........N. 


Cincinnati ........N. 
Cincinnati ........) 


St. Louis 
Cincinnati 


Cincinnati 


Cincinnati ....... 


Cincinnati 
Cincinnati 


Born Tuscarawas, Ohio, June 


Height, 


Right 
Club 


Jeanette ... 
Toronto 
Wilmington 


Mt. Airy .... 


Sats 
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PAUL DERRINGER 


G. 
26 
33 
41 
44 
35 
39 


36 
47 
45 
51 
43 
41 
38 
37 
29 


Perri, 


calle 


Perper 


Height, 6 feet 


10 


Pet. 


556 

577 
586 
.676 
.692 
.440 


.206 
417 
.629 
.500 
417 
.600 
-781 
.625 
462 


Sprinefield, Kentucky, October 17, 1906. 
Throws Right. 


3% inche 


LP. AB 


172 558 
243 936 
244 1048 
289 1246 
212 901 
233 1043 


248 1045 
261 1128 
277 1153 
282 1207 
223 963 
307 1263 
301 1245 
297 1205 
228 950 


Ss. 


> 


84 
109 
120 
147 

88 


91 


Married, 


E.R. 4H. 
64 160 
99 248 

106 259 

125 310 
79 225 

105 296 


91 264 
104 297 
108 295 
126 331 
100 240 
100 315 

98 321 
101 280 

84 233 


LLOYD ALBERT MOORE 


Throws Right 


Lea. 


P.S. A. 


Macon ..........5. A. 
EI] Dorado....C. § 


Cincinnati ........N. 


Cincinnati . 


Syracuse ............ I. 


Cincinnati 
Cincinnati 
Cincinnati 


W 


12 


- 


hr 


Cincinnati 


Born 


0 
4 
0 
2 
0 
1 

0 
1 

6 
3 
8 


L Pet. 


6 .667 
0 .000 
5 .444 
625 
500 
800 
1.000 
.000 
.647 
.600 
520 
500 
.667 


10, 1914 
6 feet | inch 


LP. A.B 
163 593 
Fit shies 
71 
119 544 
47 217 
235 by 
5 18 
39 181 
142 590 
90 373 
188 819 
117 502 


62 


300 


two children 
Weight, 225 pounds. 


Pos. P. 


B.B. 8.0. E.R.A. C.G. 


75 
80 
96 
72 
65 
67 


60 
59 


35 
48 
54 


Weight, 198 pounds 


R. 
59 


61 
61 
29 
73 

3 
22 
54 
41 
88 
48 
35 


E.R. 48. 


48 124 
. 11 
86 
114 
49 


177 
100 


JAMES PRENDERGAST 


Brooklyn. 


Nu Va 


August 


23, 


1916 


Single 


B.B. 


65 

4 
42 
54 
27 
93 

3 
39 


95 
56 
45 


Year 
1936 


Bats Left 


Club 
Butle: 


Throws Left. 


Height, 6 feet 1 inch. 


Lea. 


P.S.A 


G. w L. Pet. LP. 
Less than forty-five innings 


A.B. 


Weight, 188 pounds 
R. ER H 


1937 
1937 


Augusta S 
Palatka 


AL 5 


8 
8 


6 
+ 


571 
667 


132 
125 


514 


56 


+4 


26 


38 
45 


46 
92 
94 
164 
134 
78 


89 
122 
120 
121 

94 
132 
128 
115 

76 


Married, one step daughter 


Pos 
8.0. 
91 


2 
42 
76 
20 

244 
+ 
27 
149 
38 
81 
60 
17 


Pos 


B.B. 8.0 


61 
55 


CwoOoovVseys 


WWM DPW Hdd G9 C06 
RSSée2VSs=ss 


w 
rR 


E.R.A 


3.00 
4.03 


Fia.’! 7 
1938 : 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 


? 3 3 .500 

ss than forty-five 
10 9 .526 
11 18 .379 
15 16 .484 


ELMER RIDDLE 


65 305 37 
innings 
168 645 
221 873 
237 «915 


Birmingham . 34 38 
Kansas City 
Little Rock 
Little Rock 


Little Rock 


32 4.70 
80 170 
125 240 


123 245 


58 
71 
73 


100 
110 


9? 


3.64 
4.44 
4.14 


a 
34 
) 


Bats Right. 


Year 

1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1939 
1939 
1939 
1940 
1941 


Bo 
Throws Right 


Club 


Wausau 
Charlotte 


Indianapolis ..../ 


Durham 
Birmingham 
Indianapolis 


Cincinnati ......N. 
Cincinnati ........N. 


Cincinnati 


rn Columbus 


Lea. G. 
No. L 35 
I 25 

f 32 
] } 


) 


l 
3 
1 
5 
3 


1 
3: 


Ga 


W 


14 
13 
3 
3 
8 
0 
0 
I 
19 


July 31, 
Height, 5 feet 11 inches 


L. Pet 

16 .467 
684 
429 
429 


1917 


» ALB 


334 
414 


7 
142 
884 


Married, 
Weight 


R 
157 
88 


54 


n9 
Pe] 


12 
68 


one 
170 
E.R H 
219 

141 

87 

60 

93 

yg 

1 

30 


180 


child 


pounds 


B.B 
139 


79 


8.0. 
183 
128 
42 
39 
47 
6 
0 

gy 
80 


Pos. 


E.R.A 
4.26 


4.35 


3.62 
4.09 
0.00 
1.85 
2.24 


P. 


—s~CWweoo w! 


= 
~ 


— 


ee 
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MONTE PEARSON 


1909. 


Born Oakland, California, September 2, 


Married, three children 


Bats Right 


Throws Right. 


Height, 6 feet 


Weight, 170 pounds. 


Pos. P. 


Year Club Lea a Ww L Pet 1.P A.B R. E.R. H. B.B. 8.0, E.R.A. C.G. 
1929 Oakland P.C. No record 
1929 Bakersfield......Cal. State League — no averages issued 
1930 Phoenix, Arizona State League — no records available 
1930 Oakland thee ae 3 2 600 53 210 47 34 8657 30. DB SW... 
1931 Oakland | i Oe 17 16 515 234 909 151 116 260 123 158 4.46 i4 
1932 Toledo ... mm As Zl 3 9 .250 124 72. awd Se. ae. 
1932 Cleveland A. ke 2 0 0 .000 8 9 9. “3-11 5 10.3 
1933 Toledo .............A. A. 23 11 5 .688 148 568 64 56 139 49 9% 3.41 
1933. Cleveland A he 5 .667 135 503 56 BS hi we. sé 2s 
1934 Cleveland ....A. L. 39 18 13 .581 255 989 144 128 257 130 140 4.52 19 
1935 Cleveland ....A. L. 30 8 13 .381 182 712 117 99 199 103 90 4.90 10 
1936 New York .......A.L. 33 19 7 .731 223 «821 99 92 191 135 118 3.71 15 
1937 New York A. L. 22 9 3 .750 145 555 60 51 145 64 71 3.17 7 
1938* New York AL. @ 16 7 .696 202 766 107 89 198 113 98 3.97 17 
1939 New York A. &. 22 12 5 .706 146 556 77 73 «151 70 76 4.50 8 
1940 New York .......A. L. 16 7 6 .538 110 412 48 45 108 44 43 3.68 7 
1941 Cincinnati N.L 7 l 3 6.250 24 108 15 14 22 15 8 5.25 1 
*(Pitched no-hit game against Cleveland — August 27, 1938) 
RAYMOND F. STARR 
Born Nowata, Oklahoma, April 23, 1907. Married, two children 
Throws Right. Bats Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 178 pounds. Pos. P. 
Year Club Lea G Ww L Pet: LP. A.B R E.R H. B.B. 8.0. E.R.A. C.G 
1926 Danville, I. I. I. League No record 
1927 Marsh’llt’n, Miss. V. 25 11 10 .524 182 693 84 162 84 10 . 
1928 Topeka W. A. 25 8 7 533719 3O.. 9 57. 10- @ @ 3a... 
1929 Shawnee W. A. 40 24 13. .649 295 1076 162 91 287 134 150 Sai 28 
1930 Danville . se a ee 17 11 .607 245 944 135 106 231 135 132 3.90 
1931 Rochester Lie. oe 20 7 .741 216 924 83 G68 192 102 81 2.83 18 
1932 St. Louis N. LL, 3 ; 20 1 
1932 Rochester ; ke ow 9 12 .429 186 828 121 105 186 %4 75 5.08 7 
1933 N.Y.-Bost N.L. 15 0 2 .000 41 199 2 20 51 19 17 4.39 
1934 Minneapolis A. A. 42 16 17 .485 260 1038 161 151 296 123 110 5.23 
1935 Minneapolis ..A. A. 5 2 oe ae -. 
1935 Toronto . ti if 3 4 .429 52 252 43 $° Sa 24 6.06 4 
1936 Syracuse LL. ® 6 7 .462 121 552 76 54 118 60 52 4.02 6 
1936 Nashville . 5. A. 9 5 49 190 :367 @& 52 14 3S % 359 
1937 Nashville S. A. 48 19 12 .613 276 1294 133 108 281 121 150 3.52 18 
1938 Nashville S. A. 47 14 20 .412 270 1286 158 139 292 121 132 495 16 
1939 Ft. Worth ke, Sete 18 7 .720 204 664 73 53 185 68 147 2.34 15 
1940 Ft. W.-Dall’s, T. L. 40 12 17 .414 265 997 107 82 230 68 149 2.79 15 
1941 Indianapolis ..A. A. 42 20 15 .571 273 1025 124 124 245 112 145 3.43 22 
1941 Cincinnati N.L 7 3 2 .600 4 136 10 10 «28 6 li 2.65 3 
Born Antioch, Tenn., August 6, 1904. Married, two children. 
Bats Left. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet. Weight, 190 pounds. Pos. P. 
Year Club Lea. G Ww. L Pet LP A.B. R E.R. H. B.B. 8.0. E.R.A. C.G. 
1925 Winst’n-S’Il’m..P. L. 34 19 7 .731 . 242 235 4 FW 33 .... 
1926 Greensboro PL. 3S MitS BS oe 296 38 58 4.18 
1927 Portsmouth ...V. L. 32 13 14 .481 238 280 «41 70 3.93 
1928 Greensboro P. L. 10 + 5 .444 49 63 me eS a 
1929 Greensboro ....P. L 36 25 9 .735 291 296 84 106 3.47 ...... 
1930 Hollywood.P. C. L. 36 21 9 .700 258 1022 137 109 303 58 92 3.80 22 
1931 Hollywood.P. C. L. 45 17 14 .548 292 1169 172 139 340 80 106 4.28 24 
1932 Hollywood.P. C. L. 40 11 10 .524 194 771 118 99 238 55 52 4.61 13 
1933 Indianapolis ..A.A. 41 17 9 .654 226 926 126 117 266 62 83 4.66 ...... 
1934 Indianapolis ...A. A. 24 7 8 .467 159 617 76 73 162 41 63 4.13 
1935 Indianapolis ..A.A. 33 13 11 .542 217 884 118 97 257 54 77 4.02 ...... 
1936 Indianapolis ..A. A. 34 18 13 .581 245 1003 133 106 298 53 79 389 21 
1937 Boston N.L. 33 20 11 .645 2571031 80 68 228 52 69 2.38 24 
1938 Boston N.L. 35 14 18 .438 268 1107 123 103 267 54 71 3.46 22 
1939 Boston ms ‘2 4 11 .267 158 692 83 75 «+181 51 50 4.27 9 
1940 Cincinnati N.L. 24 14 7 .667 187 749 70 60 187 32 53 289 Il 
1941 Cincinnati mi. Ze 6 4 600 113 465 49 39 1200 24 %&% 3.11 3 
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EUGENE EARL THOMPSON, Jr. 


Born Latham, IIl., June 7, 1917. Married. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 203 pounds. Pos. P. 


Year Club Lea. G. W. L, Pet. LP. AB R ER H. BB. 8.0. EBA.CQ@ 





; 

1935 Sioux City W. 4... 3 0 0 .000 5 if Des 

1935 Monessen ...P. S. A. 18 5 5 ‘620.77 St .52:. 2) C1. 4 4B 491 
1936 Paducah...........K.L.  .. 20 pe | Re, ig ee aes ikke iaioe (Mab lene 

1937 Peoria.......... “ia ae. Bile B7e4 aw” BO cca 171 68 186 .... 14 
1937 Waterloo .........W.L. 1 0 0 .000 ; oe 3 6 eT lacs! She 
1937 Syracuse............ ~L. 10 1 2:0 3330272181 127: 6. .. 8 O OD 1 
1938 Syracuse..... wa. Li. .8 0 2 000 13 68 14 14 #38 17 6 9.69 0 
1938 Columbia.....S.A.L. 26 16 9 .640 205 789 78 64 198 62 176 2.81 21 
1939 Cincinnati ......N.L. 42 13 5 .722 152 62 51 438 190 55.87 2.55 5 
1940 Cincinnati .....N.L. 33 16 9 .640 225 951 90 83 197 9%6 103 3.32 17 
1941 Cincinnati mM. da” 27 6 6 .500 109 509 65 59 117 57 46 4.87 4 


JOHN VANDER MEER 


Born Paterson, New Jersey, November 2, 1914. Married 
Bats Right. Throws Left. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 195 pounds. Pos. P 


fear Club Lea. G. Ww L. Pet. LP. AB. R ER F. BB. 8.0. ERA. CG. 
1933 Dayton... M. > - 10 .524 183 721 108 87 206 74 132 4.24 ..... 
1934 Scranton .... N “Ps 82.1 8 .579 164 639 90 68 171 69 108 3.73 ..... 
1935 Scranton ...N.Y.-P. 24 


10 .412 133 511 89 79 153 90 88 5.35 
1 .000 22% 124 22 18 29 25 18 7.26 
6 .760 214 780 74 63 151 116 295 265 2 


1936 Nashville 0 
1 

> wo, 4 D416 GS @ 32 5.86 4 
‘ 1 

6 

8 


1936 Durham .......... 
1937 Cincinnati ...... 
1937 Syracuse .......... 
1938* Cincinnati....... 
1939 Cincinnati ....... 
1940 Cincinnati 
1940 Indianapolis 4 .600 10 381 33 28 76 65 109 2. 
1941 Cincinnati N. L.: 33 16 13. .552 226 945 83 71 172 #126 202 2.83 18 


*Pitched 2 consecutive no-hit games against Brooklyn and Boston, June 11 and 15, respectively 


yn 
So 
— 





11 .313 105 470 54 39 82 80 74 3.34 
10 .600 225 948 89 78 177 103 125 3.12 
9 37 129 593 76 G67 123 % 102 4.67 

1 .750 48 224 24 20 38 41 41 3.75 

2.40 


PPR Sher > 

Bou 

sO 
AwvVIvruwoon--— 


Born Morehead City, N. C., November 26, 1922. Single. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 3 inches. Weight, 188 pounds. Pos. P 
Year Club Lea G WwW. L Pe. EP AB OR ER H. BB. SO. ERACG 
1940 New Bern C. P. Less than thirty innings. 


1941 Indianapolis ..A. A. 32 4 5 .444 127 449 51 40 104 84 40 2.93 5 


WILLIAM HENRY WALTERS 


Born Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 19, 1910. Married, two children. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 190 pounds. Pos. P 


Year Club Lea. G W. L. Pe. LP. AB R ER FF. BB. 8.0. ERA CG 


1929 High Point ........P.L. 16 5 6.4): OD Sh Ste 7 OD OD SD: OH 
1934 Philadelphia....N.L. 2 0 0 .000 7 30 3 1 8 2 7 1.29 0 
1935 Philadelphia . N.L. 24 9 9 .500 151 666 86 70 168 68 40 4.17 8 
1936 Philadelphia ..N.L. 40 11 21 .344 258 1159 146 122 284 115 66 4.26 15 
1937 Philadelphia . N.L. 37 14 15 .483 246 1094 148 130 292 86 87 4.76 15 
1938 Philadelphia ..N.L. 12 4 ‘wa 3st SBS. 2 Hh 8.@.22 9 
1938 Cincinnati ........ wk: 27.99 6 .647 168 735 81 69 168 66 65 3.70 II 
1939* Cincinnati ...... N. L. 39 27 11 .711 319 1283 96 81 250 109 137 2.29 3) 
1940 Cincinnati.....N.L. 36 22 10 .688 305 1207 95 84 241 92 115 2.48 29 
1941 Cincinnati N. 1... 37 19 15 .559 302 1252 108 9% 292 88 129 2.83 27 


Walters was a third baseman from 1930 to 1934, inclusive. *Won National League’s Most 
Valuable Player Award 
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RALSTON BURDETT HEMSLEY 


Born Syracuse, Ohio, June 24, 1907. Married, one child. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 5 feet 10 inches. Weight, 170 pounds. Pos. C. 


Year Club Lea. G. AR & H, T.B. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. §.B. Avg. R.B.I. 
1925 Frederick a Re ee ct oes ae + 2 1 4 ee oe cents 
1926 Frederick > Rb. Se Yee: ee : 5 2 2 n ha 
1927 Frederick B.R.L. 98 390 59 121 196 22 “a B Gan 
1928 Pittsburgh - N. L. 50 133 14 36 44 2 3 0 3 - 
1929 Pittsburgh NL Ba 3M BS S&S 7 0 9 1 .289 37 
1930 Pittsburgh N. L. 104 324 45 82 119 19 6 a a - Se 
1931 Pitts.-Chicago N. L. 76 239 31 69 106 20 4 3 3 4 .289 32 
1932 Chicago N. L. 60 151 27 36 64 10 3 4 4 2 20 20 
1933 Cincinnati . N. L. 49 116 $9 2 BR 8 0 <- 0 .190 7 
1933 St. Louis a 7 a OF 2 1 1 3 0 .242 15 
1934 St. Louis A. L. 123 431 47 133 184 31 7 2 i 6 .309 52 
1935 St. Louis A. L. 144 504 57 146 192 32 7 0 10 3 .290 48 
1936 St. Louis A. L. 116 377 43 99 133 24 2 2 1 2 .263 39 
1937 St. Louis A.L. 100 334 30 74 101 12 3 3 5 Q .222 28 
1938 Cleveland AL 6 2 27? 8 &S& it 3 2 4 1 .296 28 
1939 Cleveland A.L. 107. 336. 56.104 18.12 + — oe 2 .263 36 
1940 Cleveland A. L. 119 416 46 111 153 20 5 + 5 1 .267 42 
1941 Cleveland A. L 98 288 29 69 95 10 5 2 3 2 .240 25 


AL LAKEMAN 


_ Born Cincinnati, Ohio, December 31, 1919. Married, one child. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet, 2 inches. Weight, 195 pounds. Pos. C. 


Year Club Lea. G. AB. R. H. T.B. 2B. SB. H.R. S.H. S.B. Avg. R.B.I. 
1938 Union City Kitty 103 353 30 97 133 21 6 1 6 2B 
1939 Erie M. A. 129 461 49 119 177 18 8 8 5 1 .258 46 
1940 Columbia S.A. L. 105 338 55 106 171 24 7 9 2 2 .314 58 
1941 Indianapolis AA WWF "s WFWAe S&S 3 1 0 1 .286 24 


RAY LAMANNO 


Born Oakland, California, November 17, 1919. Single. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet. Weight, 185 pounds. Pos. C. 


Year Club Lea G. A.B. R. H. T.B. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. SB. Avg. R.B.I. 
1938 Muskogee W. A. 78 240 35 66 93 14 2 3 2 .275 30 
1939 Muskogee W.A 99 342 55 94 182 20 4 20 3 1 .275 69 
1940 Columbia S.A. L. 116 389 70 118 191 22 > 13 8 2 .303 62 
1941 Birmingham S. A. 120 343 48 101 149 22 7 + 3 1 .294 63 


ERNEST NATALI LOMBARDI 


Born April 6, 1908, Oakland, California. Single. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 2 inches. Weight, 225 pounds. Pos. Cc. 


Year Club Lea. G. AB. R H. TB. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.A. 8B. Ave. B.B.I. 
¥927 Oakland .... P.C.L 16 20 2 3 6 0 0 1 i 0 .150 6 
1927 Ogden Utah-Idaho 50 186 29 74 104 16 1 4 8 _— Fe 

1928 Oakland ............. P.C.L. 120 318 39 120 177 27 3 8 7 ae OU 
1929 Oakland .......... P.C. L. 164 516 70 189 303 36 > & & 3 .366 109 
1930 Oakland ..... P.C.L. 146 473 76 175 279 32 4 @ ii 1 .370 105 
1931 Brooklyn ... ww hk BB Se 2%. 7 1 4 2 : 2 @ 
1932 Cincinnati .............N.L. 118 413 43 125 198 22 9 Il 0 0 .303 68 
1933 Cincinnati .... -N.L. 107 30 3D FB I 21 1 4 3 2 .283 «647 
1934 Cincinnati .N.L. 132 417 42 127 181 19 4 9 0 0 .305 62 
1935 Cincinnati N. L. #0 32 B&B 4 18. @ 3 12 0 0 .343 64 
1936 Cincinnati N.L. 121 367 42 129 192 23 a" i 0 1 .333 68 
1937 Cincinnati . N.L. 120 368 41 123 174 22 1 9 0 io FB 
1938 Cincinnati . N.L. 129 489 60 167 256 30 oe 0 0 .342° 95 
1939 Cincinnati N. L. 130 450 43 129 219 26 2° 20 6 0 .287 85 
1940 Cincinnati .. N. L. 109 376 50 120 184 22 0 14 0 0 319 74 
1941 Cincinnati N. L. 117 398 33 105 149 12 1 10 0 1 .264 60 


*National League batting champion. Also won league’s Most Valuable Player award. 
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Born November 24, 1917, Louisville, Kentucky. Married. 

Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 2 inches. Weight, 185 pounds. Pos. (¢ 
Year Club Lea. G AB. RB H. TB. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. S.B. Avg R.B.I. 
1935 Americus .. Ga.-Fla 89 324 23 107 167 28 7 6 2 iia ae 
1936 Americus ............ Ga.-Fla 89 309 63 103 142 15 6 4 16 28 36 
1987 Americus ..... . Ga.-Fla. mee 400 see oe ac coe 11 .326 56 
1938 Dover . S. 43 173 54 75 161 = 12 4 22 0 18 .434 = 6i1 
1938 Chattanooga ....... BiB. ott wee tel. ee. wee ae B2 0 4 .307 34 
1938 Cincinnati ............. N, L. 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q .000 0 
1939 Baltimore I. L. 108 414 90 133 219 23 9 15 5 2 en 65 
1939 Cincinnati .........0..N. L. 8 19 1 4 0 0 0 0 1 0 .2i1 4 
1939 Birmingham . S. A , wae Ts cA sentien. costinas’ . oaiias 350 ‘ 
1940 Indianapolis 4. A. 113 401 56 114 166 23 4 7 3 7 .284 50 
1940 Balti.-Cinti.....I1.L., N. L 7 28 7, ar wae 2 0 1 0 1 .393 6 
1941 Cincinnati N.. I 67 172 1 37 49 5 ) 1 2 S aun ine 

Born St. Louis, Missouri, February 19, 1918. Married 

Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 215 pounds. Pos. 3B 
Year Club Lea G A.B R H T.B 2B BR H.R. S.H. S8.B. Avg. R.B.T 
1937 Deland Fla. St. 110 423 72 138 198 22 10 6 2 12 32% 79 
1938 Deland Fla. St. 27 102 15 32 3% 3 0 0 5 8 .314 9 
1938 Muskogee 7A 2S iE oS lUwmSlhlUS.UOUD 0 1 1 3 338 32 
1939 Durham . Pied. 133 482 68 122 182 20 “i. to 8 .253 78 
1940 Birmingham S. A. 151 548 76 182 248 22 19 2 18 9 .332 81 
1941 Indianapolis A. A, 19 69 11 24 33 4 1 1 1 3 348 9 
1941 Cincinnati N. L 54 169 23 41 57 7 3 1 0 3. «.243”—Cié=«*dB 

Born August 23, 1912, St. Louis, Missouri. Married, three children 

Bats Left. Throws Right. Height, 5 feet 10 inches. Weight. 160 pounds. Pos 2B 
Year Club Lea G AB kK H T.B 2B 3B. H.R. 8.H. 8.B. Avg RB.B.I. 
1932 Montgomery S, E. J 30, «117 15 33 6 | 1 2 .282 
1932 York . . N.Y.-P. 117 407 61 118 163 18 9 3 6 9 .290 60 
1933 Nashville S.A. 124 490 90 144 190 18 5 » 8 7 .294 49 
1933. Brooklyn N.L 34 135 25 43 54 5 3 0 2 4 319 12 
1934 Brooklyn .... N.L. 125 490 77 139 197 24 5 8 5S tl ae 6 
1935 Brooklyn ............... De, be, Oy ee oe 6S. 11... 2 6 .262 77 
1936 Brooklyn N.L. 148 524 63 146 195 29 4 4 g 7 .279 60 
1937 Chicago N. L ems BD 9 3 1 7 6 .278 22 
1938 Cincinnati . N.L. 124 501 76 133 183 26 6 + 7 4 .265 36 
1939 Cincinnati N. L. 125 484 95 141 219 27 B.. o.oo i 
1940 Cincinnati N. L. 150 563 102 150 209 23 6 . Vv -= = oF 
1941 Cincinnati N. L. 146 543 78 138 195 29 5 6 il 16 .254 59 

Born Naperville, Ill., February 9, 1914. Married 

Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 5 feet 11 inches. Weight, 180 pounds. Pos. 3b 
Year Club Lea G A.B R. H. T.B 2B 3B H.R. S.H. S.B. Avg. R.B.I 
1936 =Beatrice Neb. S. 115 493 116 178 298 33 9 23 l 24 .361 113 
1937. Clinton II. L. 110 436 77 «+143 «(237 33 11 13 18 .328 
1937 Brooklyn Pee he 21 34 7 15 19 4 0 0 .400 
1938 Brooklyn N. ik. l 000. 
1938 Nashville .S. A. 118 456 80 154 217 40 7 3 7 8 .338 81 
1939 Brooklyn ie 34 «131 15 32 42 4 2 2 1 .244 16 
1939 Nashville S. A. 118 460 77 168 241 46 12 l 12 8 .365 84 
1940 Montreal I. L. 138 473 67 128 195 26 4 il 12 6 .271 76 
1941 Columbus A. A. 156 594 102 187 293 37 12 15 9 10 .315 131 
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EDWIN JOOST 


Born, San Francisco, California, June 5, 1916. Married. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 5 feet 11 inches. Weight, 162 pounds. Pos. SS. 


Year Club Lea. G. AB. RB H T.B. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. S.B. Avg B.BI 


So ee 8 16 18 0 l 0 1 0 .250 1 
1934 Mission ............. P.c.L 7 14 0 y oe 1 a iden ~ Slee edie 143. 
1934. Omaha W. L. 8 36 0 ti 16 1 2 0 .306 

1935 Mission .............. P.C.,L. 147 533 72 153 200 32 6 5? = 8 .287 83 
1936 Mission .............. P.C.L. 167 668 120 191 263 40 7 6 9 %3%6 .286 72 
1936 Cincinnati ...... ; N.L. 18. 2% l + 5 1 0 0 2 QO .154 1 
1937 Syracuse, ; . 1.L. 15% B88 78 149.205 727i 12 3 7 9 .269 52 
1937 Cincinnati Nels 6 12 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 .083 0 
1938 Kansas City ........ A. A. 145 578 96 167 227 33 6 5 2 Saw oe 
1939 Cincinnati . N. L 42 143 23 36 48 6 3 0 10 1 .252 14 
1940 Cincinnati N. L 88 278 24 60 74 7 2 1 11 4 .216 24 
1941 Cincinnati N. L 152 537 67 136 18 25 } } 9 9 .253 40 


ROBERT MATTICK 


Born Sioux City, Iowa, December 5, 191 Single 


Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 5 feet 11 inches. Weight, 170 pounds. Pos. SS 
Year Club Lea. G. A.B. RB H T.B. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. S.B. Avge B.B.I 


1934 Los Angeles P. < 53 137 10 38 45 5 ] 0 3 2 w@7i 10 
1935 Los Angeles Pp, ¢ 50 131 5 35 41 6 0 0 4 2 .267 18 
1936 Los Angeles P. Cc 73 «241 30 67 87 11 3 l 3 3 2% BS 
1937 Los Angeles fe” 167 612 61 171 230 39 7 2 9 10 .279 66 
1938 Chicago N. I | | I 1 l 0 { 0 0 01.000 

1938 Indianapolis A. A 29. «67 f 11 3 0 0 0 i aa 6 
1938 Syracuse oe 5 ‘ SGP ain 

1939 Milwaukee \, As “GR=A273 . -. 7%. 11> 3 5 3 3 .286 16 
1939 Chicago .. N. L 51 178 16 51 65 12 l 0 4 1 .287 23 
1940 Chicago N. L. 128 441 30 9% 111 15 0 0 4 5 217 == 
1941 Cincinnati N, 20 660 f 11 14 0 0 1 l 183 7 


FRANK ANDREW McCORMICK 


Born June 9, 1913, New York, New York. Married, one child 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 4 inches. Weight, 205 pounds. Pos. Ib 


Year Club Lea G AB. B H. T.B. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. S.B. Avg. B.B.I. 


1934 Beckley M.A.L. 120 487 70 169 242 31 9 8 7 9 7: Wi 
1934 Cincinnati ; N.L. 12 16 l 5 9 2 1 0 0 0 .313 5 
1935 Toronto ELL =. S $-.-42 19 1 0 2 0 2 20 7 
1935 Nashville li S.A 41 148 17 4 #57 «Ii 0 0 3 : gee 22 
1935 Dayton M. A. L 399 156 25 a) 59 8 1 3 0 4 .256 27 
1935 Decatur i. I i a 8 21 26 3 1 0 1 2 ae 8 
1936 Durham P.L. 140 554 98 211 321. 49 8 15 4 13 .381 138 
1937 Cincinnati N. L 24 «83 S . ae ae 5 0 0 2 1 .325 9 
1937 Syracuse I.L. 129 482 66 .155 218 33 6 6 6 5S aa 7 
1938 Cincinnati N.L. 151 640 89 209 272 40 4 5 10 1 .326 106 
1939 Cincinnati N. L. 156 630 99 209 312 41 4 18 16 1 .332 128 
1940* Cincinnati vw I Ge ia -ae S&S . l 2 .309 127 
1941 Cincinnati My. hs 154 603 77 162 254 31 ) 17 6 2 269 97 
*Won National League’s Most Valuable Player Award 
EDWARD SHOKES 
Born Charleston, S. C., January 27, 1921 Single 
Bats Left. Throws Left. Height, 6 feet. Weight, 170 pounds. Pos. Ib 
Year Club Lea G A.B R H T.B 2B B H.R. S.H. S.B. Avg. R.B.I 
1941 Indianapolis A. A 81 281 27 GF W/W 13 2 2 4 2 .237 2 
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HARRY FRANCIS CRAFT 
Born, Ellisville, Mississippi, April 19, 1915. Married, one child. 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 190 pounds. Pos. OF. 
Year Club Lea. @.: AR & H TB. 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. 8.B. Avg. B.B.1. 





1935 Monessen .......... P.S.A. 103 432 86 137 214 17 9 14 5 39 .317 80 
1936 El) Dorado .........C.S.L. 133 511 78 146 238 21 13 15 13 10 .286©«©80 
1937 Waterloo ............ . WL. 49 193 36 69 100 11 4 4 0 5 .358 27 
1937 Syracuse .................... IL. 84 312 49 97 149 14 4 10 2 4 311 55 
1937. Cincinnati .... > ne ko: ae . i. 32 2 1 0 0 0 .310 4 
1938 Cincinnati ... . N.L. 151 612 70 165 256 28 9 15 2 3 .270 83 
1939 Cincinnati ...............N. L. 134 502 58 129 202 20 , 5 5 .257 67 
1940 Cincinnati N. L. 115 422 47 103 149 18 5 6 Ill 2 .2444 48 
1941 Cincinnati N. L. 119 413 48 103 152 15 2 10 2 4 .249 59 


MIKE DEJAN 


Born Cleveland, Ohio, January 13, 1915. Married. 
Bats Left. Throws Left. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 190 pounds. Pos. OF. 
Year Club Lea G AB. R. H. TB. 2B. SB. H.R. S.H. §.B. Avg. B.B.I. 


1935 Joplin ... le A SA RH Bees: 1 1 + 4 .301 24 
1936 Joplin ................. W. A. 136 470 94 159 244 26 14 7 3: &. 3-8 
1937 Norfolk : PL. 198 435 %@ 14 25 3 $ 5 3. seao 
1938 Norfolk rk zk & Sh SS 2 1 + 0 0 405 14 
1938 Wenatchee .............W.1. 54 143 29 47 90 14 1 9 1 Ss a 6)« 6S 
1939 Wenatchee wweeeeesW. I. 143 502 113 159 276 26 5 es Fa ae 
1940 Chat.-Birmingham, S. A. 104 340 94 126 224 30 : 2 6 .371 84 
1940 Cincinnati ..0..0.0N.L. 12 16 1 3 5 0 1 0 0 0 .188 2 
1941 Birmingham S. A. 143 486 104 157 229 29 5 11 8 8 Ses €& 


JAMES J. GLEESON 


Born Kansas City, Missouri, March 5, 1913. Widower, one child. 
Bats Both. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 191 pounds. Pos. OF. 


Tear Club Lea. G. AB. R. H. TB. 2B. 3B. E.R. S8.H. 8.B. Avg. B.B.I. 


1933 Zanesville ....Mid. At. 95 368 74 113 191 27 3 15 7 5 .307 68 
1934 New Orleans S. A. 118 363 53 % 164 28 8 8 2 8 .264 52 
1935 New Orleans . S. A. 157 569 100 182 296 33 21 13 4 12 .320 105 
1936 Cleveland . A. &. 41 139° 26 36 6! 9 2 4 1 2 20 2 
1936 New Orleans S. A. 78 274 57 £487 #138 #+20= = 10 3 4 14 .318 47 
1937 Newark I. L. 143 560 101 167 282 47 10 = 16 3 6 .298 79 
1938 Newark I. L. 123 485 113 151 263 49 7 16 7 8 .313 81 
1939 Chicago N. L. 1 32°46 68 CUT COD 6 4 10 7 as & 
1940 Chicago .N. L. 129 485 76 152 228 39 Il 5 6 4 .313 61 
1941 Cincinnati N. L. 102 301 47 70 89 10 0 3 5 7 233 & 


IVAL RICHARD GOODMAN 


Born Northview, Missouri, July 23, 1909. Married, one child. 
Bats Left. Throws Right. Height 5 feet 10 inches. Weight, 170 pounds. Pos. O. F. 


Year Club Lea. G. AB. BR. H. TB. 2B. 3B, HR. SH. S.B. Avg. BBL 


1930 Shawnee uu. W.A. 42 160 26 44 79 10 5 5 6 0 .275 22 
1931 Ft. Smith ......... W.A. 123 460 92 142 224 24 11 = 12 8 20 .309 75 
1932 Bartlesville ....... W.A. 131 503 105 161 310 37 23 22 2 15 .320 120 
1932 Columbus ........... a A. A 13 42 Ii 14 2 1 2 3 1 1 33S 8 
1933 Houston ......... ain Take tt. 48, 7 oe See ke oe 5 16 15 .258 64 
1933 Rochester ............. IL. 22 64 12 17 35 3 3 3 0 4 .266 11 
1934 Rochester ............. I. L. 140 525 117 174 284 31 ll 19 6 9 .331 122 
1935 Cincinnati cott in Se GB eae Se eS CU 6 14 .269 72 
1936 Cincinnati ............ N.L. 136 489 81 139 233 15 14 17 9 6 .284 71 
1937 Cincinnati .............. N.L. 147 549 86 150 235 25 12 12 ye .2e. oe 
1938 Cincinnati .............. N.L. 145 568 103 166 303 27 10 30 12 3 .292 92 
1939 Cincinnati ................ N. L. 124 470 85 152 242 37 16 7 a 2 Ss. & 
1940 Cincinnati N. L. 136 519 78 134 202 20 ae 15 9 .258 63 
1941 Cincinnati N. L. 42 149 14 40 52 5 2 1 2 1 .268 12 
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ERNEST KOY 





Born Sealy, Texas, September 17, 1912. Married 
Bats Right Throws Right. Height, 6 feet. Weight, 205 pounds. Pos. OF 
Year Club Lea. G, AB. R H T.B 2B. 3B. H.R. S.H. &.B. Avg. R.B.I 
1933. Durham a 93 357 Or. itz. ise 28 7 6 5 37 328 56 
1934 Newark c, i il 35 2 5 5 0 0 0 2 1 143 l 
1934 Binghampton N. Y.-P 134 520 109 175 310 24 17 19 3 33 «.337—:100 
1935 Newark Lk 14 S65 He i732. CUS 13 (16 9 33 .277 88 
1936 Newark I. L. 139 538 87 160 270 24 19 lb 4 17.298 105 
1937 Oakland Pr. &. i. 140° 522 90 162 269 27 16 16 3 15 .310 77 
1938 Brooklyn ~. a 845-927 78 156 244 29 13 11 ll 15 .299 76 
1939 Brooklyn N.. de) 12 “Gee, on, tie See 37 5 8 o~ “27 67 
1940 Brook-St. L N.L. 117 39% 53 119 179 2% 6 9 3% 13 301 60 
1941 St. L.-Cin ab 80 244 29 59 87 12 ? 4 ) 1 .241 31 
Born Bureettstown, Pa., August 5, 1920. Single 
Bats Left. Throws Left. Height, 5 feet 10 inches. Weight, 168 pounds. Pos. OF 
Year Club Lea G A.B R H, T.B 2B 3B. H.R. 8.H. 8.B. Avg B.B.L 
1939 Valdosta Ga.-Fla 137 516 86 155 217 24 17 5 lb 28 .301 104 
1940 Knoxville S. Ai 122° 367 73 #116 «182 22 7 10 b 13 316 51 
1941 Knoxville S. A. 116 491 95 154 270 27 7 25 5 6 .314 75 
1941 Cincinnati N. L 24 86 7 25 26 5 { 0 ] l 267 } 
MYRON McCORMICK 
Born Angels Camp, Calif., May 6, 1917. Married 
Bats Right Throws Right Height, 6 feet Weight, 200 pounds Pos. OF 
Year Club Lea G AB. R H T.B. 28 B H.R. 8.H. §.B. Avg. R.B.I 
1934 Monessen P. S.A 49 179 34 42 62 4 ) 2 Ss 10 .2S 19 
1955 | Betthee icin ot B10 So. UA Ie. B&B. 1 19 18 .344 67 
1936 New Orleans ........S. A. 62 163 27 43 70 7 3 4 0 4 .264 28 
1937 Buffalo I. L. 139 498 68 141 185 25 ) >. DBD aht BS... 07 
1938 Indianapolis A. A. 99 344 49 86 105 10 3 1 12 16 .250 33 
1939 Indianapolis ............/ A. A. 149 547 100 174 231 33 9 2 i" ta ee. On 
1940 Cincinnati Ni. Ee 110 417 48 125 148 20 0 1 20 8 300 30 
1941 Cincinnati N. L. 110 369 52 106 141 17 ) 4 14 4 37 1] 
Born Pittsburgh, Pa., March 17, 1919. Married 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 2 inches. Weight, 198 pounds. Pos. OF 
Tear Club Lea. G AB. RB H T.B 2B 3B H.R. S.H. §.B. Avg. B.B.L 
1937 Butler P.S.A 64 235 40 63 85 7 3 3 3 7 .268 38 
1938 Butler P.S. A. 100 385 89 135 216 29 8 12 25 .350 74 
1939 Akron M. A 27 472 87 142 228 3] 8 13 9 2 (301 9? 
1940 Birmingham S. A. 118 384 47 112 176 17 10 9 5 : 2 79 
1941 Birmingham S. A. 154 585 9% 193 298 0 14 19 «610 9 (330 114 
1941 Cincinnati N. I 9 33 4 10 14 + 0 0 1 4 303 5 
Born Mason City, Iowa, August 24, 1915. Married 
Bats Right. Throws Right. Height, 6 feet 1 inch. Weight, 200 pounds. Pos. OF 
Year Club Lea G AB R H TB 2B 3B H.8. 8.H. 8.B. Avg B.B.I 
1936 Alexandria Ss €4is, & &.. is 5 6 14 2 S$ 355 49 
1937 Beaumont Tex. 154 563 75 166 237 27 13 6 9 10 .295 103 
1938 Beaumont Tex. 156 555 100 179 256 #27 7 12 3 20 .323 89 
1939 Toledo ... A. A 143 517 84 149 246 19 12 18 7 7 288 79 
1940 Beaumont Tex. 120 394 51 100 161 0 4 11 1 15 .254 58 
1941 Syracuse I. I 31 79 12 26 V4 + l } 1 0 329 15 
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MANAGER WM. BOYD McKECHNIE 


Born, Wilkinsburg, -Pa., August 7, 1887 
Height, 5 feet 10 inches. Weight, 180 pounds. As player, threw righthanded and was switch 
hitter. Married to Beryl Bien, June 15, 1911. Has four children, Wm., Jr., Beatrice, James 
and Carol. In addition to service as manager in organized baseball, served as manager 
of Newark in Federal League second half of 1915 season. 


MANAGERIAL RECORD 


Club Year Won Lost Pct. Finished 

*Pittsburgh (From July 1! 1922 53 36 596 3rd (tie with St.L.) 
Pittsburgh 1923 87 67 565 3rd 

Pittsburgh 1924 90 63 588 3rd 

Pittsburgh 1925 95 8 621 Ist (World Champs) 
Pittsburgh 1926 84 69 549 3rd 

St. Louis 1928 95 59 617 Ist 

Rochester (To July 23 1929 61 38 616 Ist 

+St. Louis (From July 23) 1929 34 29 540 4th 

Boston 1930 70 84 455 6th 

Boston 1931 64 390 416 7th 

Boston 1932 77 77 500 5th 

Boston 1933 83 71 539 4th 

Boston 1934 78 73 517 4th 

Boston 1935 38 115 .248 8th 

Boston 1936 71 83 461 6th 

Bosto 1937 79 73 520 5th 

Cincinnati 1938 8? 68 547 4th 

Cincinnati 1939 97 57 630 Ist 

Cincinnati 1940 100 53 654 Ist (World Champs) 
Cincinnati 1941 88 66 71 3rd 

*Succeeded George Gibson July 1, 1922 +Succeeded Billy Southworth July 23, 1929 
Coach of St. Louis Cardinals, 1927 

RECORD AS PLAYER 

Year Club — League Pos. G AB R H 2B 3B HR B.A. RBI 
1907 Washington, P.-O. Md iB 53 185 22 37 .200 

1907 Pittsburgh, Nat 2B-3B 3 8 0 | 0 0 0 125 i 
1908 Canton, Ohio-Pa iB 118 406 55 115 283 

1909 Wheeling, Central 3B 132 464 55 127 16 7 I 275 

1910 Pittsburgh, National 2B. S60 212 23 46 1 2 0 217 17 
1911 Pittsburgh, National 2B-1B 92 321 40 73 3 7 2 227 636 
1912 Pittsburgh, National INF 24 73 8 18 0 1 0 247 3 
1912 St. Paul, A. A SS 41 158 22 37 7 3 ] .234 

1913 St. Paul, A. A 3B 32 110 11 27 0 6 6 245 6 
1913 Boston, National OF | | | 0 0 0 0 .000 0 
1913. New York, American B 44 112 7 15 0 0 0 134 0 
1914 Indianapolis, Federal 3B 149 571 107 174 22 6 2 305 
1915 Newark, Federal ‘B 126 $48 49 115 22 5 l .257 
1916 New York-Cincinnati, Nat 3B 108 390 26 100 12 l 0 256 30 
1917. Cincinnati, National 2B 18 134 il 34 3 l 0 .254 14 
1918 Pittsburgh, National 3B 126 0=— 435 + 111 3 9 2 295 46 
1919 On Voluntarily Retired List (Pittsburgh, N. L 
1920 Pittsburgh, National IN} +0 133 13 2J 5 1 l 218 13 
1921 Minneapolis, A. A 3B. (156 ~—s«G6651 140 212 31 7 8 321 65 


Composite Standing Of The National League Teams For The Four 
Years Bill McKechnie Has Managed Cincinnati - 1938-1939-1940-1941 


AT HOME ABROAD TOTAL 

Club Won Lost Pct | Won Lost Pet. Won Lost Pet. 
Cincinnati 198 114 635 169 130 = .565 367 244 .601 
St. Louis 181 328 -586"7 63° 230° ose 344 266 .564 
Brooklyn 175 130 .574 | 166 138 .546 341 268 .560 
Chicago 166 .143 4537 04.. 1@2..433 +98 318 296 .516 
Pittsburgh 164 141 .538 149 157 .487 313 298 .512 
New York 155 145 517 131 455 493 306 300 .505 
Boston 149 149 .500 MS  §95. 3/9 267 342 .438 
Philadelphia 102. 199 339 | 81 226 .264 183 425 301 

TOTALS 1290 1149 .533 11149 1290 .467 | 2439 2439 .500 
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COACH HARRY (HANK) GOWDY 


Born, Columbus, Ohio, August 24, 1889. 


Height, 6 feet 2% inches. Weight, 190 pounds. As player, batted and threw righthanded. 
Married Pauline E. Welsh, May 23, 1920. First major league player to enlist in first 
World War. Holds highest batting average for National League player in world series, .545 
in 1914, while playing for Boston against Philadelphia Athletics. Served as coach of Boston 
Braves from 1929 to December, 1937. Has served as coach of Cincinnati Reds since then. 


RECORD AS PLAYER 


Year Club — League Pos. G AB R H 2B 3B HR B.A. RBI 
1908 Lancaster, Ohio State 1B 98 = 333 39 76 16 3 3 .228 

1909 Lancaster, Ohio State 1B-OF 9% 335 33 88 21 6 2 .263 

1910 Dallas, Texas 1B 139 493 74 #154 +4 4 11 312 

1910 New York, National 1B 5 i4 1 3 1 0 0 .214 2 
1911 New York-Boston, National 1B 29 101 10 29 5 2 0 .287 13 
1912 Boston, National Cc #4 96 16 26 6 1 3 271 9 
1913 Buffalo, International 1B-C 104 300 35 9 16 4 3 317 

1913. Boston, National Cc 3 5 0 3 1 0 0 .600 2 
1814 Boston, National C 128 266 42 89 17 6 3 .243 4 
1915 Boston, National Cc 118 316 ?7 78 15 3 2 .247 35 
1916 Boston, National c ns 39 32 88 14 1 1 aaa’ 
1917 Boston, National Cc 49 154 12 33 7 0 0 .214 12 
1918 In U. S. Military Service 

1919 Boston, National Cc 78 219 18 61 8 1 1 279 §=22 
1920 Boston, National C 80 214 14 52 11 2 0 .243 18 
1921 Boston, National C 64 164 17 49 7 2 2 ££ A? 
1922 Boston, National Cc 32 Bi 23 70 11 1 1 317 = 27 
1923 Boston-New York, National C 76 170 18 46 7 4 l 271 23 
1924 New York, National i 87 191 25 62 9 1 4 325 7 
1925 New York, National Cc #47 114 14 37 4 3 3 325 19 
1926 Col.-Minneapolis, A. A. C 7 210 30 71 9 0 6 338 8 
1927 Minneapolis, A. A C 64 142 10 40 6 0 1 282 15 
1928 Rochester, International CG 47-127 8 32 4 1 S 232 22 
1929 Boston, National C 10 16 1 7 0 0 0 .438 3 
1930 Boston, National Cc 16 25 0 5 1 0 0 .200 2 


COACH RAYMOND FRANCIS BLADES 


Born, Mt. Vernon, II!., August 6, 1896 
Height, 5 feet 7 inches. Weight, 180 pounds. As player threw and batted righthanded. 
Married Golda Marie Bennett, October 29, 1924. Served as manager of Columbus, American 
Association, 1933, 1934, 1935; Manager at Rochester, International League, 1936, 1937, 1938 
Manager, St. Louis, National League, 1939, 1940 until June 7. Manager New Orleans, South- 
ern Association 1941. Appointed Coach of Cincinnati Reds September 20, 1941. Playing career 
was interrupted on August 17, 1926, by serious injury to left knee, sustained when he crashed 
into concrete wall while chasing fly ball hit by Gus Felix. Knee was operated on that 
winter, but, while operation was successful, Blades was unable to reach his previous form, 
when he was regarded as one of National League’s greatest leadoff men 


RECORD AS PLAYER 


Year Club — League Pos. G AB R H 2B 3B HR B.A. RBI 
1920 Memphis, Southern INF-OF 140 435 50 =110 15 7 0 253 

1921 Houston, Texas 2B 158 = 515 98 143 25 11 9 278 69 
1922 Houston, Texas SS-2B 118 409 82 135 19 20 9 330 

1922 St. Louis, National INF-OF 37 130 27 39 2 4 3: 3S wuq 
1923 St. Louis, National 3B-OF 98 317 48 78 21 5 5 246 «8644 
1924 St. Louis, National 3B-OF 131 456 86 142 21 13 11 311 68 
1925 St. Louis, National OF 122 462 112 = 158 37 8 12 342 7 
1926 St. Louis, National OF 107 416 81 127 17 12 8 305 43 
1927 St. Louis, National OF 61 180 33 57 8 5 2 317. 29 
1928 St. Louis, National OF 5! 85 9 20 7 1 1 235 19 
1929 Houston, Texas OF 24 69 8 19 6 1 0 275 «#14 
1929 Rochester, International OF 31 48 8 7 1 2 0 .146 2 
1930 St. Louis, National OF 45 101 26 40 6 2 4 3% 25 
1931 St. Louis, National OF 35 67 10 19 4 0 1 .284 5 
1932 St. Louis, National OF 80 201 35 4H 10 1 5 ‘te a 
1933 Columbus, A. A OF 62 149 35 43 9 2 3 .289 20 
1934 Columbus, A. A OF 63 140 18 37 6 1 0 .2644 20 
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OPPONENTS’ MISCELLANEOUS FEATURES, 1941 


Hugh Casey of the Dodgers was the big winner among opposing pitchers 
against the Reds in 1941. Although he started only three games against 
Cincinnati’s team and pitched the full route in only two of them he was 
credited with six victories over the Redlegs. Max Butcher of the Pirates and 
Bob Carpenter of the Giants came next in pitching success vs. Cincinnati 
with four victories each. In 1940 no pitcher beat the Reds more than three 
times. In return for their victories over the Reds in 1941 Casey lost two to 
Cincinnati's team as did Butcher and Carpenter. Three-time winners against 
the 1941 Reds were Lon Warneke and Morton Cooper of the Cardinals, Bill 
Lee and Charley Root of the Cubs, Jim Tobin of the Braves and Kirby Higbe 
of the Dodgers. Tobin was the only pitcher to beat the Reds as many as three 
times and escape defeat at their hands. 

Butcher and Lee each pitched four complete games against the Reds, no 
other pitcher finishing what he started against them more than three times. 
Six pitchers each started six games against Cincinnati, none starting against 
them oftener. The six were Butcher, Warneke, Cooper, Higbe, Carpenter and 
Bill Lohrman who, like Carpenter; pitched for the Giants. While Cincinnati's 
pitchers were hurling 89 complete games the 154 pitchers who started against 
the Reds pitched a total of only 63 complete games with no one opposing staff 
contributing more than 11 complete games in 22 opportunities. 

In 1940 a total of 17 players each drove in 10 or more runs against the 
Reds. In 1941 this list was reduced to 14 paced by Vince Di Maggio of the 
Pirates who drove in 20. Others high on the list were: Mel Ott, Giants, 19; 
Babe Young, Giants, and Johnny Mize, Cardinals, 16 each; Joe Medwick, 
Dodgers, 13; Eddie Miller, Braves; Bill Jurges, Giants; and Dixie Walker, 
Dodgers, 12 each ; Dolf Camilli, Dodgers, 11; Max West, Braves ; Nick Etten, 
Phillies; Joe Moore, Giants; Harry Lavagetto, Dodgers; and Dominic 
Dallessandro, Cubs, 10 each. 








NATIONAL LEAGUE NIGHT GAME RECORDS 








Year — 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 || COMPOSITE 
CLUB with. = & _ ww LL WB w iL. W_ L || Won Lost Pet. 
Ged... 43° § 2 $4 62 8 2 8 8S °6 Bi40 24:88 
Boston......0 1 t G 1 O 2h21 . 2 5. § 4 2 i? 9 .571 
Brooklyn 0 1 02 041 3 5 5 5 7 5 9 3] 24 22 .§22 
Pittsbrgh 1 0 O 1 ®@ -Lwol-- 2. bh oh Pe oo ee 8 oe 
New York Se 4g 71 11 11 .500 
SuiLovis'i 1; 2.0. 4. 1 te? “Om2-14 @ 2030] © 208 
Chicago. 1 0 O 1 4 ny wer tr "2 ene ee ee 
Phile.....0 1 @ 1°21 0.0 .2-i27. 3.8 #59. 97-96. 20 
Totals . 7 7 7 7 #7 #7 «1414 21-21 42 42 41 4111139 139 .500 





MONTH BY MONTH IN 1941 NATIONAL LEAGUE RACE 


APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. FINAL 

CLUB WL Pct. WL Pct. WL Pet. WL Pct. WL Pct. WL Pct. WL Pet. 
Brooklyn 13- 4.765 17- 8—.680 17-11—.607 13-13—.500 22-10—.688 18- 8~.692 100 54 .649 
St. Louis ... 10- 3.769 21- 8—.724 16-12—.571 15-11—.577 19-11—.633 16-11—.593 97 56 .634 
Cincinnati . 7- 8.467 12-15—.444 17-10—.630 16- 9—.640 17-12—.586 19-12—613 88 66 .571 
Pittsburgh . 3-10—.231 11-11—.500  14-12—.538 22- 9—.710 18-15—.545 13-16—.448 81 73 .526 
New York . 8- 6—.571 12-11—.522 17-13—.567  8-15—.348 15-21—.417 14-13—.519 74 79 .484 
Chicago 5- 7—.417 12-14—.462  14-18—.438 13-13—.500 12-21—.364 14-11—.560 70 84 .455 
Boston 6- 9.400 7-15—.318 11-15—.423 14-17—.452 14-18—.438 10-18—.357 62 92 .403 
Philadelphia 5-10—.333  7-17—.292 7-22—.241  6-20—.231 11-20—.355 7-22—.241 43111 .279 
Totals 57-57 99-99 113-113 107-107 128-128 111-111 615 615 
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REDS AT HOME AND ABROAD — 194! 





AT HOME 


vs. G AB R H_ RBI 2B 3B HR SH SB SO BBLeft DP CS E W L BA 
New York 11 362 56100 51 14 1 5 8 a a Pe . me 8 3 276 
Philadelphia 9° ae 52110 4°24 #2 $$ Be 8 ST 4099 10 3 dl > "4 26? 
Pittsburgh 1:0 OF 96.4) 47 3..6 6 2:29 22.88 «Birk FS 74 
Boston M1 ..208 4.108. 4). .1¢..-3...2,.. 8. 8. Bah @ 1b. B 6 5 
St. Louis 11 363 3% 87 32 18 4 6 10 4 35 33 82 Ill P «inh 6 .240 
Chicago iow wma as a6 YS 68 8D “BD. GT 8 7 7 4 298 
Brooklyn M: 407 :S0008 32 M12 19 O'S 182 M7 S735 , 8B 211 
TOTALS 79 2654 307 659 282 113 17 27 61 24 197 237570 68 12 87 5 34 48 
ABROAD 

vs. G AB R H_ RBI 2B 3B HR SH SB SO BBLeft DP CS E Ww iL BA, 

St. Louis 11 383 47 104 44 19 0 5 6 10 37 4 82 18 5 19 » 6 272 
New York oan. wee we so 2 is 2 # os om re Ue 7 $ 270 
Pittsburgh 11 368 49 9 44 15 7 5 4 6 23 38 8 9 3 8 5 6 258 
Chicago 11 377 39 89 35 17 1 l Bog Je SHOR BH AZco 2553 Trim 236 
Boston 11 387 42 91 38 16 1 0 7 7 2 ae ee ee - aT 235 
Philadelphia 9 292 42 68 39 10 3 6 10 5 2 31 49 9 6 4 7 2 (933 
Brooklyn ® 3640/70 BOR '20'F Pla RM nS O° 7 5S. 2 
TOTALS : 75 2564 309 629 285 100 16 37 41 44 231 240 513 82 21 65 43 32 245 
Season Totals . 154 5218 6161288 567 213 33 64 102 68 428 4771083150 33 152 88 66  .247 


Mr 


1 
DP—Double plays made by Cincinnati’s opponents. CS—Cincinnati base runners caught stealing 


E—Cincinnati’s errors 





At Cincinnati G AB R ER H 2B 3B HR SH SB SO BB Sho CGLeft DP CS E B.A. WL 
New York 11 393 44 36 105 28 0 5 7 3 32 36 #1 5 98 II o Fie tas 
Boston 11 404 45 35 104 21 ni 2 2.134 30h) O+c6 567 41 5 19 2B? 5 6 
Brooklyn 11 446 46 35 109 20 3 5 10 7 49 30 0 5 93 Il l 7 .244 «8 3 
St. Louis 11 3e SS B@ 90 20 3 6 9 3.6 48 «452 l 8 98 11 2 6 .238 6 § 
Philadelphia 13 422 30 28 99 7 1 142 24427 ¢$ HR RB we © 6. Be iw 
Chicago 11 $375 37 28 8 9 1 ; 4 ¢ 4) 2 7. 2 os OU ee ie 
Pittsburgh = 2 a ae oe ae ee 7 = ow hU6U0klC(C lO OU CU! CU eee 

TOTALS 79 2780 273 225 678 117 12 27 56 30 303 248 9 48 604 83 19 83 .244 34 45 
Abroad at > AB R ER H 2B 3B HR SH SB SO BB Sho CGlLeft DP CS E B.A, WL 
Pittsburgh 1l..30..45- 42-—. 6-6-5 --5- 5-3 2 - @ @ 20-3 10° -282 6 5 
Brooklyn li To. Bam ie 2 a 7, 2am 6 6UOlUSl aw. eee eS 
New York 11 34 50 4 98 13 3 «7 «9 4 27 42 1 3 84 13 1 | A 2 
St. Louis oe, oa a i ee eee a ae 1 > & F 2 hue’ 6s 
Boston 11 375 34 30 89 12 1 012 8 499 29 > = & 1 U0. | 4 7 
Philadelphia ee | ie A | i Ree” eae sae I =, Gi ee ke | ina ia 
Chicago tie i ee ee ee ce ee i a ae ee co | OE 

TOTALS 75 2466 291 256 621 101 21 34 52 35 324 262 10 41 554 68 10 88 .252 32 43 
Totals at Cin. 79 2780 273 225 678 117 12 27 56 30 303 248 9 48 604 83 19 83 .244 3445 
Season Totals 154 5246 564 481 1299 218 33 61 108 65 627510 19 89 1158 151 29 171 .248 66 88 


Sho—Shutouts won by Cincinnati. CG—Complete games pitched by Cincinnati pitchers. DP—Double 
plays made by Cincinnati. CS—Caught stealing. E—Errors by Cincinnati’s opponents 


What Cincinnati's Pitchers Did Against Each Opponent in 1941 


Pitcher vs. Brook vs. St. L vs. Pitts vs. N.Y vs. Chi vs. Boston vs. Phila Totals 
Poegs E56 fs ESEE EGER EGER EGES PE5UER 26-4 

SGSA ZSFA FUFAR ZF FsFA FsFA FLSA Zs 

Riddle SA ; 3s 3 1 S 26 6350 yaa U's?’ I 22a C"m 
Moore 0000 0000 vos 0010 gta eg 1000 : Oo & 6 + 1 2 
Turner oe ores Jee 8 We.o.0 2603.82 844 2,0 523.0 ers @ 
Starr 0010 0001 ena Bearers wee PP a. toa @ i & 8 
Beggs ne 2°67. O Fs oo e.) 6 i? 2°39 2:1 .9 €6t BG. 0 .. = = 
Walters 7 6 4 3 7S we 6 = 27S 2.23 23°32 20 4.2 3a ; 7 130° 2. 
Vander Meer 4 0 04 65 4 2 2228 mut Deave Fv as 4 1 543 2 32 18 16 
Thompson ie wrG.74 0 Oi? O98 f° 2-3-2090 1:1 81 2002 £23222" = & 
Derringer 633 3:5 420 3 a? 24 eh. Ss 2 See 3 &3-3 F220 2 
Pearson ace ee: 8.6 Oe 1:0 91 er ae ee) oe ee ££ bale Se bt 
Logan 0000 0001 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 0 0 0 
Hutchings 0000 0000 000 0 0000 0000 0000 000 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS 2210 814 22131012 22131210 22 815 7 221514 8 221413 9 221616 6 154 89 88 
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> 
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REDS' RECORD AGAINST OPPOSING CLUBS 


St. Louis NewYork Chicago Phillies . Dodgers _ Pirates Boston Reds 





| 





W. L W. L. w.L WL WL. OWL. OW. L. Finished 
B.A. 1876 , 7 SGD 5%. aneiahepcann “@ @ 6 
363 1877 5. 9 ve 3 8 ic =. 
61 1878 10 2 6 -60- 4 
260 1879 8 3 ~ en 5 
240 1880 ‘1 2. 2 10 we LASRe Ge a; Pf * 
228 1890 14 6 tn wuw a a 8 il 4 
211 1891 .... op? eR "oR Ror ee ere Ft 
“#8 1892 12 3 8 6 Pp @ ligic® ““grigrndye 9 cslfitge § 
1893 a 6 6 n45 1 9 8 4 3 9 6 6 6 
A, 1894 3 oe 6 6 4 9 6 6 5 7 4 8 10 
at 1895 .. 2 4 8 rn. § 4 8 7..§ 4 8 i a 
8 1896 12 0 6 6 6 4 S..4 10.2 5 7 6 5 3 | 
036 1897 i 1 . om hee 8 4 $7 ae a. 
235 1898 a 6 8 8 6 7, 2 «th Soke 4 9 3 
233 1899 5 8 ys .. 3 4 10 eri 3 410 6 
411 1900 12 8 7 Ve FS ae 415 12 8 7S «07 
+ 1901 9 11 8 °° 110 4 16 6 14 7 13 8 il 8 
wid ecu ei 8 12 13 7 8 12 5 15 itt 4 
1903 27 32 SQcodtl 9. 482 8.. Ee 4 ci 387 64 
1904 148 10 12 is .. Bi 62 Ser 1. Bae? 9 
“a 1905 10 12 5 6... Ore. .35..9 28.4 oO. =e § 
1906 10 11 4.8; 355 i 12 9 4 18 8 14 5 16 6 
1907 . 14 8 9 13 § 17 8 13 re 0 2 ees 68 
1908 , ah 8 14 6 16 10 12 16 6 8 14 14 8 5 
L 1909 12 10 9 13 6 16 2-174 °5 7 claps 864 
8 1910 12 10 8 14 616.10 012-4 WS 265) 10 1a AOS OS 
6 1911... em 8 14 $5 Han! 1601) Bede 10 ha STS CC 
: 1912 13 9 6 16 10 I 9.46 6 163-69/ Ny) th fh 4 
9 1913 10 12 5 17 9 13 fo) S$ &... 4.8. 7 
7 | RS 10 12 9 13 § 17 9 13 ll ll 8 14 8 14 8 
7 1915 14 8 9 13 9 13 oh aw ee se 6 «(CF 
45 1916 8 14 5 16 13 9 5 17 79g 15 § g*qs 7 
L 1917 9 19." 14 8 614 ~° 12° 104 12 10cseRO 
5 1918 iS 8 o"BpAg 740 adder? Age 4 12 8 10 3 
5 1919 14 6 «(78S cl@) 112 Cyndie 6) MS eee Gehe TS 1 
7 1920 13. 9 686i, ABB i See ee BB! 12P 804 Bede BONS 868 
5 1921 12 10 8 14 9 ,18,~1S.. @ .¢ 114.06 8 14 9 13 6 
g 1922 8 Mm 7 10;,42.....9) 2 i608 ik es HH ese 
: 1923 0.32 © oe 3 AF 8 . we e He ars 
. 1924 13 9 ii 2 8 316-3) ee. 2 wee 4 
: 1925 12 10 oy “ss fo" 16> GC 10 8 197 Rroe «8 
; 1926 14 8 7 15 o's 16 8 2's «18 ge>aeiaeg 2 
| 1927 8 14 7 15 $ 44° 1626 | 10:92 8 tachi ¢ 5 
e 1928 12 10 8 14 9°86 “18 3% 12.00). 12-8RecdO10 5 
1929 3 19 10 12 8 ty Hino eas 9 84ers 7 
1930 3 19 7 fenitht i 12 10 9 13 8 14 913 7 
1931 2 20 7 15 8 14 9 13 12 10 6 16, 14 8 8 
1932 6 16 7:15 10 12 9 13 7 15 $f wwe «(6 
ie 1933 7 15 yw 2a 7 14 12 10 7 8°" es 6 
$ 1934 6 16 6 16 8 14 9 10 9 13 7 15 7s 8 
. 1935 8 14 8 14 ee" ne oe 4 8 13 12 10 6 
9 4 1936 . 10 12 wR 6w ow 9 1 9 8 14 9 138 5 
2 | 1937 ca ia 8 14 8 14 1 11 0 12 . So 
b 4 1938 ...... isq- 12° oat © 9-49 9 Tee 911 4 
: : 1999-5... aor ~$t- i — 16-9) - 19-10 0-8... 8.16 2 
1 1940 oe Sl Lc Se dD Tt! mee) hee ee 
; 2B 1941 "a el) oe ee eee, ee S- i2hd)ras -S)-3 
ee Totals 598 526 437 609 497 607 553 489 565 478 466 580 574 525 
» 14 *Tied St. Louis for seventh place. 
: NUMBER TIMES REDS HAVE FINISHED IN EACH POSITION 
) 0 Position ............. l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 
| 6 Times 8] 4 7 9 8 8 7 10 ] 








1296 ORGANIZED PROFESSIONAL TEAM SPORTS 





1942 


SPRING TRAINING CAMP 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


HEADQUARTERS, FLORIDAN HOTEL 
FEBRUARY 20 to MARCH 30 


EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 


Friday February 20—Pitchers and Catchers Report 
Friday February 27—Infielders and Outfielders Report 
Sunday March 8—Cleveland at Tampa 

Monday March 9—OPEN DATE 

Tuesday March 10—Cardinals at St. Petersburg 
Wednesday, March 11—Red Sox at Sarasota 

Thursday March 12—Cardinals at Tampa 


Friday March 13—Yankees at St. Petersburg 
Saturday March 14—Detroit at Tampa 
Sunday March 15—Red Sox at Tampa 


Monday March 16—OPEN DATE 
Tuesday March 17—Giants at Tampa 
Wednesday, March 18—Yankees at Tampa 
Thursday March 19—Detroit at Tampa 


Friday March 20—Detroit at Lakeland 
Saturday March 21—OPEN DATE 
Sunday March 22—Brooklyn at Tampa 


Monday March 23—Cardinals at St. Petersburg 
Tuesday March 24—Cleveland at Clearwater 
Wednesday, March 25—Detroit at Lakeland 
Thursday March 26—OPEN DATE 


Friday March 27—Red Sox at Tampa 
Saturday March 28—Red Sox at Sarasota 
Sunday March 29—Boston Braves at Tampa 


Monday March 30—Boston Braves at Sanford 
Tuesday March 31—Washington at Orlando 
Wednesday April 1—Brooklyn at Daytona Beach 
Thursday April 2—Red Sox at Charleston, S. C. 


Friday April 3—Red Sox at Columbia, S. C. 
Saturday April 4—Red Sox at Birmingham, Ala. 
Sunday April 5—Red Sox at Birmingham, Ala. 
Monday April 6—Red Sox at Bowling Green, Ky. 
Tuesday April 7—Red Sox at Louisville, Ky. 
Wednesday April %—Red Sox at Lexington, Ky. 
Thursday April 9—Red Sox at Charleston, W. Va. 
Friday April 10—Detroit at Ashland, Ky. 
Saturday April 1!—Detroit at Dayton 

Sunday April 12—Detroit at Cincinnati 

Monday April 13—OPEN DATE 

Tuesday April 14—National League Season Opens— 


Reds vs. Pittsburgh 
ALL EXHIBITION GAMES in Tampa Start at 2:30 P.M. 


REDS' HOTEL HEADQUARTERS DURING SEASON 


Boston Copley Plaza 
Chicago.. Belmont 


New York and Brooklyn ; ...Roosevelt 
Philadelphia__..._..... ones --seeeeeee-- Warwick 
Pittsburgh : Lie ........-9chenley 
St. Louis peter aeiices ......... Coronado 
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Net profit or before 


taxes: 


loss, 


Major league operations | 


only 
All operations 
Net Profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 


! To be supplied later. 


Net profit or loss before 
taxes: 
Major league operations 


only 
All operations 
Net profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 


Net profit or loss before | 
taxes: 
Major league operations 
only 


All operations 
Net profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 


Net profit 
taxes: 


or loss 


Major league operations 


only . 
All operations 
Net profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 


! Subsequently supplied. 


before | 


American League 


TEAM 


TOTALS FOR ALL YEARS SHOWN 


| 
Boston | Chicago; Cleve- | 


Detroit | 
land 


| 


373, 029) 2, 589, 274/2, 193, 669)! 2,482,266) 4, 


(395, 271) |1, 847, 092) 2, 112, 018 


(395, 217) | 


Boston | Chicago 


(182, 897) 
(342, 014) 


(342, 014) 


(273, 264) 
(421, 276) 


(421, 276) 


Boston | Chicago| Cleve- | 


127, 359 
3, 086 


3, 086) 


1851, 518)3, 


815, 389) 867,305) 442, 621/1, 


1952 


Cleve- Detroit 


land 


353,171) 341,985) 420, 691 


162,010} 367,968) (26, 265) 
65,052) 204,088) (26, 265) 
1953 


| Boston | Chicago} Cleve- | Detroit | 


land 


327, 668) 
43, 639 


595, 469 
462, 377 


369, 203 
354, 912 


204, 720) 157, 288 43, 639 


1954 


Detroit | 
land 


600, 509} 1, 026,310! 474, 622 
450, 264/1, 143,792) 114, 572) 


202, 897) 583, 283 86, 456 
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Kansas | Balti- 
City more 
New (for- (for- | Wash- 
York merly | merly ington 
| Phila- | 


| delphia)| 
| 
| 


St. 
Louis) 
} 
i 


766, 137| (143, 117)| (1, 877)|1, 045, 464 
840, 900} (332, 663) | (395, 474)| 287, 250 


444, 339] (341, 963) | (410, 636)| 161, 408 


le 


| Phila- |St. Louis} Wash- 
| delphia ington 


New 
York 


930, 484 
686, 393 


(11, 348) | (274, 357) 
(51, 437) | (329, 637) 


280, 994 
110, 341 


223, 943) (51, 437) | (329, 637) 58, 471 


New Phila- Balti- Wash- 
York | delphia |} more ington 
- | 
| 
978, 892| (70, 987) | (641, 266)| 247, 917 
986, 963) (102, 461) | (706, 998) 43, 928 
622, 185) (102, 461) | (706, 998) 26, 607 
| r r | or at ean 
New Phila- Balti- Wash- 
York delphia | more ington 
i 
| 
754, 661| (90,248)| 715,581} 217,099 
501, 400) (217, 936) | 653, 900} 90, 364 
174, 876) (217, 936)| 643, 407 48, 890 
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American League—Continued 





1955 
Boston | Chicago} Cleve- | Detroit New ‘7 Balti- Wash- 
| land rt |. York City more ington 
| 
| } } , ’ 
Net profit or loss before taxes: | 
Major league operations | 
only | 425, 609) 582,382) 582, 273) '879, 712! 998, 189 27,100) (1, 111) 132, 255 
All operations. - 242,901) 441,352) 412, 456] 1529, 862] 802,653) 36,805) (86, 715)| 6, 210 
Net profit or loss after taxes | | | | } 
(before dividends or other | | 
surplus transactions) 242,901; 201, 631 89, 756) 257,191) 121,852; 28,214 (86, 715) 4, 222 
i i 1 
1956 
} | | } | | | * 
Net profit or loss before taxes: | | | 
Major league operations | | | 
only J | 276,222) 457, 743) (126, 102)| 1579, 712)1, 103, 911 2, 366) 199,276) 167, 199 
All operations. | 122,032) 331, 089) (167, 110)| 529,962] 863, 491 2, 366 73, 976 36, 407 


Net profit or loss after taxes | 
(before dividends or other | | 
surplus transactions) - - 122, 032| 141, 089) (167, 110 81, 591) 301, 483 1, 657 69, 307| 23, 218 


1Subsequently supplied. 
National League 


TOTALS FOR ALL YEARS SHOWN 





me Mil- i 
| Brook- | Cin- | waukee | New | Phila- Pitts- | 
} lyn | Chicago cin- (for- York | delphia| burgh | St. Louis 
} } nati merly 
| | | Boston) | 
| 
Net profit or loss before | | | 
taxes, major league opera- | | } | 
tions only... ‘ . 5, 309, 586) (29, 402)/635, 542) 4, 194, 307} }680, 319) 207, 973 | (1, 746, 689 102, 742 
All operations... 3, 430, 126) (380, 109) | 655, 925/3, 310, 831|731, 092 (650, 196)| (1, 947, 303)| (990, 574) 
Net profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other | | | 
surplus transactions) - - - 1, 860, 744) (426, 612) |325, 709) 1, 857, 602) 342, 602) (733, 757) | (1, 947, 303) | (1, 094, 374) 
1952 
} j | 
Brook- | Chicago} Cincin-| Boston | New | Phila- | Pitts- | St. 
lyn | nati | York | delphia| burgh Louis 


Net profit or loss before 

taxes, major league opera- 

tions only... -..... 974, 690) 222, 562) (34, 706) | (241, 188) | (189, 054)! 139, 362 | (644, 929)| 259, 733 
All operations. ...._-. 673, 259} 187,096) (68, 368) | (459, 099) | (222, 344) | (118, 029) | (677, 263)) (40, 352 
Net profit or loss after taxes 

(before dividends, or other 


surplus transactions) 446,102) 154, 793) (68, 368) | (459, 099) | (222, 344) | (118, 029) | (677, 263), (89, 152 
1953 
| | | Pein@ | 
| Mil- | 
| Brook- | | Cincin- waukee| New | Phila- | Pitts- St. 
| lyn | Chicago nati (for- York | delphia | burgh Louis 
| merly | 
Boston) 
Net profit or loss before 
taxes, major league opera 
tions only | 777,029) (202, 385)| (35, 042 734, 722) (59, 444 142, 141) (373, 549 57, 304 
All operations. 356, 267| (418, 363) 17, 662 677, 089! (63, 307)) (10, 688) | (421, 422) | (702, 193 


Net profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 290, 006) (318, 363); 15, 518 637, 798) (63, 307)| (10, 688) | (421, 422) | (702, 193) 
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National League—Continued 


1954 
Mil- 
Brook- Cincin- | waukee New Phila- Pitts- St. 
lyn Chicago nati (for- York | delphia| burgh Louis 
merly 
Boston) 
Net profit or loss before 
taxes, major league opera- | | 
tions only 776, 405| (16, 305) 111, 792) 1, 183, 061 657, 067) (116, 455) | (205, 205)| 26, 658 
All operations 455, 396) (72,014 75, 463) 959,739) 645, 784) (256, 306) | (198, 920) | (534, 382) 
Net profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 209, 979; (72,014) 24,198) 457,110) 395, 725) (256, 306) | (198, 920) | (589, 382) 
1955 
Net profit or loss before taxes, 
major league operations 
only 1, 284, 949 77, 655 99, 855/1, 268,908} 213, 144 (79, 449)| (531, 774)| 276, 759 
All operations 824, 951 82, 684 99, 003/1, 089, 525) 249, 823) (263, 839)| (601, 846); (43, 142) 
Net profit or loss after taxes, 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 427, 195 68, 684 53,145) 807,395) 151, 113) (270, 671)| (601, 846)! (43, 142) 
1956 
Net profit or loss before taxes, 
major league operations 
only 1, 496, 513' (110, 929) 493, 643 1, 248, 804 58, 606! 122, 374 8, 768 596, 896 
All operations 1, 120, 253) (159, 712)} 532, 165)1, 043,577; 121,136) (1,334)) (47,852)) 329, 495 
Net profit or loss after taxes 
(before dividends, or other 
surplus transactions) 487, 462 (159,712); 301,216) 414, 398 81,415) (78,063)) (47,852)) 329, 495 


CAN BASEBALL SURVIVI 


To Pump NEw Lire INTO THE OLD PASTIME AND MAKE THE GAME TRULY NATIONAL, 
THE AUTHOR WANTS AN OVERHAUL OF BiG-LEAGUE BASEBALL, STARTING WITH A 
16-TEAM LEAGUE 

By C. Leo DeOrsey 


As a normal fan, I exercise the right to speak out in what I consider to be the 
best interests of baseball. My overriding interest is the survival of baseball. I 
am dedicated to the proposition that baseball must not only survive—it must be 
nade stronger. 

As a lawyer, I plead the case for baseball as a friend in court. I come as one 
who has enjoyed a close association with the game for more than 40 years. What 
I think about baseball first drew attention after the Supreme Court declared on 
February 25 that professional football, unlike baseball, is subject to the antitrust 
laws. A reporter asked me what I thought of the decision. I said that: 

(1) I disagreed with the decision. Baseball and football should be treated 
alike. 

(2) Baseball is a business, a big business 

I will go one step further here and say that baseball is a monopoly. A similaz 
view was expressed by Larry 8S. MacPhail, former president of the New York 
Yankees, in 1946. He said, “We are in business with 7 (and sometimes 15) active 
partners. This partnership and the agreement among the partners to coop 
erate in the business of baseball constitutes a monopoly.” To say that baseball 
is a monopoly does not necessarily mean that it violates the antitrust act. That 
act does not prohibit monopolies. The question is whether baseball is an illegal 
monopoly. Organized baseball cannot continue to depend on the contention that 
it supplies millions of Americans with desirable diversion and that it cannot 
exist without the reserve clause. Courts cannot condone illegality on behalf of 
a private dictatorship—just because it affords pleasure to the public 
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(3) In my interview, I also questioned whether sports could continue at the 
whim of legislators who are sometimes not reelected. I said that, consequently, 
one Congress may decide things one way and another may decide otherwise. 
So I said that, to eliminate doubt now and for the future, the status of baseball 
should be clarified. 

Then I suggested: (a) Replacing the American and National Leagues by a 
single 16-team league that would pave the way for Los Angeles and San Francisco 
to get into the major leagues and thus make big-league baseball truly national 
in scope. Imagine the great national game not being played big league west of 
Missouri. 

(b) A limit on the number of farm clubs a major-league team may own or 
have a working agreement with, and a limit on the number of players a big- 
league team may option. 

(c) Revision of the so-called reserve clause to incorporate an option pro- 
vision under which a club could hold on to a player for a certain term of use 
fulness—let’s say less than 10 years—and specifying so much salary for the 
first year, with an option for the other years. 

Some baseball men in high places flipped into a panic at my statement that 
“baseball is a business.” Commissioner Ford Frick, the Yankees’ Del Webb, 
and the Dodgers’ Walter O’Malley were quick to ridicule it. 

Webb, a successful businessman, said: “He’s making a big statement for a 
man who has been in baseball such a short time.” 

O'Malley said: “DeOrsey is an expert on the problems of Arthur Godfrey. 
Baseball’s problems are different from those of Godfrey.” 

Cleveland’s Hank Greenberg said: “I must consider this as a statement from 
a relative outsider in baseball. * * *” 

And, according to newspaper accounts, Commissioner Frick said, “DeOrsey 
does not and cannot speak for baseball.” 

I do not profess to speak for baseball. But Frick was quoted as adding, 
“IT don’t think we can take too seriously the observations of a man who has 
been in baseball less than 3 months, yet professes to know all the answers to 
baseball's problems.” 

The fact is, I have been in baseball longer than the “3 months” since I was 
elected a member of the Washington Baseball Club's board of directors. I 
plexed baseball before and after the Black Sox scandal of 1919. 


UNCERTAINTY IS CAUSING FEAR 


Is baseball a business? Is it forever exempt from the antitrust laws? Or 
will is some day suddenly wake up to find itself under Federal regulation? 

This uncertainty is causing a creeping paralysis of fear. If it is not dealt 
with forthrightly, if it is not dispelled or conquered, it could undermine or 
even destroy big-league baseball. 

I don’t want big-league baseball to be destroyed. I don’t want it to delude 
itself that all will be well just because the Supreme Court in 1922 put baseball 
in a special category. There is no assurance that this special treatment will 
guarantee baseball permanent immunity from the antitrust laws. 

That is why I have suggested that the status of baseball be clarified. That 
is why I have proposed changes in the structure and representation of the major 
leagues, in the reserve clause, and in the system of farm teams and farm players. 

Are the proposals sensational? Irresponsible? You be the jury. I shall 
present a bill of particulars and call “witnesses” to give expert testimony. 

I have said that baseball is a business. I call, as my first witness, the 
Supreme Court of the United States. Speaking for the Court, Associate Justice 
Oliver Wendell Holmes said in 1922 that baseball is ‘‘a business.” Then he went 
on to put baseball in a special category, saying baseball is not “commerce among 
the States.” It has been there for all to see these past 35 years. But has the 
No. 1 official in organized baseball understood it? Apparently not as of March 
10, 1957, because that was when Frick said he could not “take too seriously the 
observations of a man who has been in baseball less than 3 months.” 

I call, as my next witness, Ford Frick, as he spoke on March 22, 1957—12 days 
later—after a meeting with the owners of the 16 big-league clubs and the presi- 
dents of the American and National Leagues and the National Association. 

Frick: “The Supreme Court has never said baseball is not a business, The 
fact is, the Supreme Court in both baseball cases before it [1922 and 1953] spe- 
cifically held that baseball is a business, but called it a unique business. Base- 
ball has never contended that it is not a business. It is both a business and a 
sport.” 
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It would be appropriate to ask, “Which Frick do you believe? The one of 
March 10—or the one of March 22?” 

Again, I call the Supreme Court of the United States (majority opinion of 
February 25, 1957, declaring pro football subject to the antitrust laws) : 

“If this [football] ruling is unrealistic, inconsistent, or illogical, it is suffi- 
cient to answer * * * that were we considering the question of baseball for 
the first time upon a clean slate we would have no doubts. * *.* We, therefore, 
conclude that the orderly way to eliminate error or discrimination, if any there 
be, is by legislation and not by court decision.” 

What the Supreme Court is saying is that there is doubt as to the future 
status of baseball under the antitrust laws; therefore, Congress should take 
another look at baseball’s exempt status, hold hearings and formulate “new 
legislation.” 

Need baseball be concerned about its status? Does it have anything to worry 
about? I call, as my next witness, California’s Representative Patrick J. 
Hillings: “I have no doubt that baseball is in serious trouble as to its actual 
status. For the good of the game, this dilemma should be resolved either by 
congressional action or by court decision, because we don’t want baseball to 
become subject to bureaucratic control.” 

Now, what about my proposals? I call, as my next witness, Philip K. Wrigley, 
owner of the Chicago Cubs: “I am glad to see some people come into baseball 
with new ideas. [However] his plan will have to be somewhat adjusted.” 

Let’s examine my plan, phase by phase. 

I have suggested a single 16-team major league with an eastern and a western 
division, The advantages are numerous. By paving the way for Los Angeles 
and San Francisco to come into major-league ball, and thus enabling the senior 
echelon of the game to embrace the whole country, such a setup would nullify 
some of the criticism in Congress that big-league baseball is a tight monopoly 
restricting itself to the eastern half of the country. 

No longer would the fans be subjected to one so-called Subway World Series 
after another. Rather, fans in the West would see a World Series every year 
instead of on the rare occasions when the New York Yankees or Brooklyn 
Dodgers fail to win their league pennants. Under my plan, the winners of the 
eastern and western divisions would meet in the World Series. Under my plan, 
each division would consist of 4 teams from the American and 4 from the 
National League. 

Each team in the single-league setup would play every other team 10 games— 
5 at home and 5 away—making a total of 150 games a season. This would 
mean that fans of a present 1-club city would get a chance under the new system 
to see 8 new teams. In all, home fans would have a chance to see 15 visiting 
teams during 1 season, instead of 7 as at present. 

This, in my judgment, would increase attendance. There would be greater 
TV-audience interest in hometown baseball; TV viewers would get a chance 
to see more visiting teams, and thus the sponsorship value to the home club 
would increase. Besides that, revenue from radio and television is a life 
saver for baseball. 

A 16-team league has antimonotony value too. Last year, for instance, Kansas 
City won only one home game each from the Yankees and Detroit. Kansas 
City fans had to watch their team get whipped 20 times by 2 clubs—a fate not 
calculated to spur interest or enthusiasm. My way, they couldn’t get licked 
at home more than 5 times by any 1 team. 

Too, the east-west division setup could result in time-saving and money- 
saving scheduling. Now, eastern teams make four trips into the West, and 
vice versa. My proposal would limit the number of such interregion trips to 
2—with a 3-game series the first time around and a 2-game series the second 
time. 

The single-league suggestion has one other great virtue. It would eliminate 
any abuses, real or imaginary, of the waiver rule. How often have you heard 
a baseball fan lament, “How can they waive a good player like that out of the 
league when any of the seven other clubs in the same league could use him?” 
Remember Johnny Mize of the New York Giants, Enos Slaughter of the 
St. Louis Cardinals, and Johnny Sain of the Boston Braves—all waived out 
of the National League only to wind up as chips-down stars on Yankee pennant- 
winning teams? 

There is yet another bonanza aspect to the 16-team, single-league plan, one 
which supplies the answer to a problem posed by one of the baseball men who 
ridiculed my proposals, General Manager Frank Lane, of the Cardinals. Lane 
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was quoted as saying: “The [American League] race this year will be to see 
who finishes second. That’s not the way things should be.” 

That’s not the way things would be under the changes I’ve proposed. For 
one thing, the perennial American and National League pennant winners—the 
Yankees and the Dodgers—both would be in my proposed eastern division. So 
the race would be to see who finishes first. That would apply to the proposed 
western division too. The perennial second-place finishers—Cleveland and 
Milwaukee—then would be in a race (with six others, of course) to see who 
finishes first (for a change). 

This would eliminate the necessity for Chuck Comiskey’s recent proposal that 
the seven other American League clubs join in a mutual-assistance pact against 
the Yankees. Comiskey said, “The only chance we have of ever stopping the 
Yankees” would be for the seven other clubs “to help each other [and] avoid 
helping the Yankees.” If baseball ever came under the antitrust laws, that 
plan would be a sure-fire way to get the game in trouble. 

Some baseball men agree with me that big-league clubs today are making a 
mockery of the waiver rule. Under this rule, all teams in a league have the 
chance to bid for a player who is about to be released by a club in the same 
league. They are given the opportunity to buy the player’s contract at a stipu- 
lated price before he can be sent to a club in the other league. If all other clubs 
in the league waive this privilege, the player then leaves the league on the 
“waiver route.” The rule also provides that if a player is to be released, claims 
on his services by other clubs in the league are honored in reverse order of 
league standing (that is, the lowest-ranking team has first chance to buy the 
player’s contract). 

Free exchange of players within a league is permitted from the end of a 
season until June 15; then the waiver rule applies. Interleague exchanges 
can be made freely until June 15, if waivers in a league have been obtained from 
the other clubs. After June 15, waivers also must be obtained by all clubs 
in the other league. 


WAIVER RULE SHOULD BE CHANGED 


An owner can play cat-and-mouse with other clubs by placing a player on 
the waiver list (making him available) and, if a bid is made for him, with- 
drawing him. This device is used many times to determine how sought after 
a player is. The present rule permits a club to put a player on the waiver list 
twice and withdraw him twice with impunity. (The third time the player's 
name goes on the list, it is on for keeps.) I believe the waiver rule should 
be changed so that any club offering a player at the waiver price cannot with- 
draw him once he is claimed by another club. 

I say that the greatest monopoly in baseball is the farm system. The present 
arrangement could stultify big-league baseball through an erosion of interest 
stemming from the fact that the two teams which appear in the World Series 
most consistently—the Yankees and the Dodgers—also have the most far- 
filong farm systems. And it conld undermine initiative and incentive among 
players who see no future in being chained to the minors for as long as 7 
yeavs, even though they «re of major-league caliber. (A big-league club now 
may keep a player chained to its minor-league farm for 7 years—4 years as 
a minor-league hand and 3 years out on option.) These two factors together 
could imperil the future of big-league baseball because if you (1) don’t have 
enough major-league-caliber players equitably distributed among major-league 
teams, you (2) get an imbalance in competition, which (3) results in the 
same teams winning the pennants, which (4) ultimately kills off interest. 

These 7 years a ball player can be kept in a minor-league farm are, in many 
cases, the most useful and productive playing years in his career. This period 
of apprenticeship should be curtailed. The cure for the farm-system monopoly 
should go even further. Under present rules, only one player may be drafted 
from each triple-A club. But there’s nothing in the rules as now written that 
prevents a team like the Yankees from buying a triple-A club like Denver and 
putting all its triple-A farm hands on that one club. That way, the Yankees 
can lose only one good farm hand in the draft. The cure: Make more players 
from the minor-league teams subject to the draft each year. 

In 1951, the Dodgers had 13 players scattered around the minors who were 
subject to the draft. In order to insure against the loss of more than 1 player, 
the Dodgers sent the players to Montreal, which gave Montreal 30 players 
eligible for the draft. So when 1 was chosen, it closed the big-league door for 
another year on 29 players. 
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When I called for such changes in my proposals for overhauling the present 
baseball system, I was ridiculed by some baseball men. Yet one of my critics, 
Cardinal General Manager Lane, was quoted by the Sporting News as saying 
that some club owners “have been able to hamper the careers of players because 
it didn’t suit their plans to bring them up from the top minors when they were 
ready for big-league baseball.” 

The farm system is part of the baseball complex that stems from an owner- 
yenerated instrument called the reserve clause. The first reserve clause was 
secretly adopted in 1879 and permitted each club to “reserve” five players. This 
was expanded to 11, then 12, then 14. The present rule, I believe, permits each 
club to reserve 40 players. Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis, the late com- 
missioner of baseball, found himself at odds with club owners when he zealously 
guarded this provision. They soon emasculated his authority on that point. 

Big-league club owners were forever devising new methods to control more 
players and get the edge on the other 15 “partners.” They created the farm 
system, which is an abuse of the reserve clause. Commissioner Landis watched 
closely and then cracked down, making free agents of 127 St. Louis Cardinal 
farm hands in 1938 and 91 Detroit Tiger farm hands in 1940. But the emanci- 
pation of farm hands did not long endure. The subsequent unrestricted growth 
of farm systems has enabled the majors to monopolize player talent. At one 
time, the Cardinals controlled 33 clubs and 600 players. It is grossly unfair 
and unwise to permit one club to control more players than it needs. 

Larry MacPhail, the former Yankee president, once said that Branch Rickey’s 
St. Louis Cardinal (and later his Brooklyn) farm system was always six times 
as big as necessary to produce ballplayers for his own club. 

Club owners, to a man, believe that baseball would be thrown into chaos if 
the reserve clause should be struck down. But would it? 

The 20-year veteran Bob Feiler thinks not. Shortly after the Supreme Court 
ruled that pro football is subject to the antitrust laws, The Sporting News quoted 
Feller: “Baseball owners advertise the fact they’ve got $80 million tied up in 
the game, but nobody asked them to invest. They came in because they thought 
they could make some money and for no other reason.” 

The story went on to say: “When the antitrust laws finally are applied to 
baseball, Feller does not believe it will put the Micky Manties on the open market, 
up for bidding.” It quoted Feller: “They'll water down the rules and operate 
as they always have, but it might help some of the ordinary ball players who 
can be covered up for 7 years before they’re free game for the draft. Most of 
the owners are aware of the game's problems and are trying to solve them. But 
too many of them are so tied up with tradition that they practically fall asleep 
when new ideas are offered to them.” 

This was 3 days after I made my proposals, among them a revision in the 
reserve clause. 


IT IS NOT FAIR TO KEEP A PLAYER IN BONDAGE 


No one has given me a reason why baseball would not survive without the 
reserve clause. Some owners argue that, without a reserve cause, players 
would be thrown on the open market and that the rich teams would outbid other 
teams who can’t afford to give a player the raise he things he deserves. That’s 
another way of telling me that you don’t trust your fellow owners; that there 
is no code of ethics in the big leagues—a premise with which I disagree, because 
I believe that big-league club owners today are men who respect the rights of 
their fellow owners. 

I have never suggested that the reserve clause be scuttled. I have proposed 
that it be modified so that it is fair and equitable to the clubs and players alike. 
But the reserve clause is not fair when it deprives every player, once he has 
signed his first contract and until he is given his release, of any right to elect 
or even to bargain about what club he shall play for. Nor is it fair to have a 
situation where, as minor-league boss George Trautman once testified, a minor- 
league player was assigned to 10 different clubs in one season. That might be 
construed as a policy of involuntary servitude. And neither is it fair to keep 
a good player in minor-league bondage for 7 years. 

The reserve clause should be improved to permit a player to be kept in the 
highest classification in which he is capable of playing. Remember Bobby Mor- 
gan, whom Brooklyn kept with Montreal, despite the fact that he was the best 
shortstop in the International League—and also the leading hitter and most 
valuable player? It is not just for a major-league team to exercise lifetime 
control over a player. The average big-league playing life of a player is less 
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than 5 years. The American League clubs are entitled to reserve 320 players, 
yet there are only 23 in the 10-year classification this year. 

Baseball can purge itself of the charge that it keeps its players under bond- 
age by putting an option provision in its reserve clause. Give a player a defi- 
nite contract for a definite salary covering his useful playing life, with options 
on an escalator-clause basis. Example: If a player were signed for the first 
year at $10,000, there would be an option to sign for the second year at $12, : 
for $15,000 the third year, and so on. There might even be a clause to protect 
the owner against having to grant the increase in a certain year when the 
player’s performance did not warrant an automatic increase. This would be 
along the lines of the present arrangement whereby a player may not be cut 
more than 25 percent from one year to the next. I understand that today, in 
instances where a player gets a 25 percent cut, he has the right of appeal to 
show he should not have been cut that much, or at all. My proposed clause 
would work both ways, to protect the player and the owner. And it wouldn’t 
prevent an owner from giving a player a bigger raise than stipulated in the 
option—a raise comparable to the player’s worth. 

In this way, if player and employer can’t agree on a figure, the player has 
a right to go somewhere else. But let’s be practical about it: Where is he 
going to go—especially if both owner and player are bound by a code of 
law-enforced procedures? 

I read recently that Stan Musial favors a modification of the reserve clause, 
limiting the reserve option to 10 years. One further revision is suggested, as 
a result of the recent Boston Red Sox offer of $1 million for pitcher Herb Score. 
If that much money is going to change hands for a single player, it is only fair 
that provisions be made for the player involved to be given part of the sale 
price. 

What about baseball in relation to the antitrust laws? I do not say that 
baseball, if it is placed under the antitrust laws, has been violating the laws. 
All I say is that, from a practical standpoint, I would do the same thing Frick 
did on March 22 (only I would have done it sometime ago): Bring the big 
brains of baseball together, with their lawyers, and figure out ways to live 
according to the rules. 

I don’t know whether the major leagues are in violation of the antitrust 
laws. I prefer to follow the rule that you are innocent until proved guilty. 
All I say to baseball is this: Don’t place yourself in a position where you can 
be proved guilty. 

Frick uttered some sound advice for baseball when he said in 1952: “* * * A 
great deal of good comes from having your own mistakes and your own short- 
comings pinpointed. Sometimes, it is not always pleasant * * *” 

It is in that spirit that I have stated my case for baseball. The baseball 
industry must be honest with itself and with the public. It must realize that 
it has not been perfect ; that it has made mistakes; that there are shortcomings. 
They must be corrected. 

Baseball needs a reserve clause—but it must be fair and reasonable. Base- 
ball laws need liberalizing, and when this is done, there will be no need of 
legislation—or government control. It is much better for baseball men to make 
their own adjustments rather than wait for Congress to do it. 

Then there will be no doubt—baseball not only will survive, but the game 
will be greater than ever. 

I rest my case. And you baseball men may cross-examine. 


x 





